
FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE®  by Lynn Johnston

THE BORN LOSER by Art Sampson

GRIZZWELLS by Bill Schorr

PEANUTS by Charles M. Schulz

BEETLE BAILEY®  by Mort Walker

BLONDIE®  by Dean Young

ALLEY OOP®  by Dave Graue and Jack Bender

FRANK AND ERNEST®  by Bob Thaves

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE® by Dik Browne

GARFIELD®  by Jim Davis

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2019
  Stop fretting over what oth-
ers are doing and start work-
ing on your own strategy to 
build a better life. Ask yourself 
what you want, and consider 
what you need to do to find 
peace of mind and happiness. 
Don’t sit still when it’s time to 
make life choices. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Consider what truly matters to 
you. It’s time to reevaluate 
your life and direction. Be hon-
est with those who will be 
affected by the choices you 
make. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- A change can make or 
break you. Don’ t  ac t  on 
impulse or let your emotions 
lead you down the wrong 
path. Think before you act, 
and nurture what you love. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Keep moving toward 
your goal. Refuse to let dis-
tractions come between you 
and what you want to achieve. 
The shortcut someone offers 

will lead to a setback. Use 
common sense. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- He who hesitates is lost. 
Consider what you want and 
make it happen. It’s up to you 
to control a situation if you 
want it to turn in your favor. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
19) -- Spend more time sort-
ing through your personal 
papers, and consider your 
medical or legal options. 
Refuse to let your emotions 
stop you from making the right 
decision. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Take time to consider what’s 
best for you. Running with the 
fast crowd or letting others 
entice you to get involved in 
something that isn’t good for 
you should be avoided. 
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- You’ll be drawn to question-
able people and concepts. 
Look for flaws in whatever is 
being offered to you before 
you decide to take part. A 
partnership needs an adjust-
ment. 
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- You’ll have too many choic-
es and too many people 
tempting you. Take a step 

back and consider what’s real-
istic and what isn’t. Look at 
the facts before you take a 
leap of faith. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Keep moving. Physical action 
will get you closer to your des-
tination than will arguing with 
someone who doesn’t see 
things your way. Romance is 
on the rise. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Put your energy into some-
thing unique, original or cre-
ative. Refuse to let others’ 
actions stop you from reach-
ing your goals. Focus on 
achieving, not on getting into 
a debate. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Personal growth, physical 
improvements and getting 
things done on time should be 
your priorities. Don’t follow 
someone else when you have 
your own responsibilities to 
complete.
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Get away from anyone who is 
causing confusion in your life. 
Surround yourself with posi-
tive people who share your 
beliefs and complement what 
you have to offer.

Astrograph

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

THE LOCKHORNS by Bill Hoest

THE UNSUNG HEROINE 
QUIETLY BEATS YOU

Maggie Shayne, an author of 
romantic novels, said, “I enjoy 
heroines who grow and come 
into their own during the 
course of a story.”

That applies to the heroine of 
this deal, Jacqui Mitchell. She is 
one of the strongest players ever, 
but perhaps used to be under 
the shadow of her husband, 
Victor Mitchell, who died in 
1995. However, Jacqui has the 
better record. Victor won two 
silver medals in world team 
championships and six national 
championships, but Jacqui has 
11 world championship medals: 
five gold (four team and one 
women’s pairs), three silver 
and three bronze. She also has 
15 national championships.

In the auction, West’s two-
club overcall was a Michaels 
Cue-Bid, promising at least 5-5 
in the majors. Mitchell’s two-

heart advance was cautious. 
With (at least) a nine-card 
fit, she should have jumped 
to three hearts. That would 
probably have silenced South. 
Then West, with a sixth trump, 
could have raised to game. 
Note that four hearts was 
makable.

When Mitchell bid only two 
hearts, South sneaked in a 
three-club rebid and ended in 
five clubs.

West led the heart 10, showing 
zero or two higher honors. 
After winning with the heart 
ace, what did Mitchell lead at 
trick two?

Note that a spade switch 
would not have worked. Declarer 
would have won with the ace, 
ruffed her heart loser in the 
dummy, drawn trumps & played 
a spade toward dummy’s queen.

Mitchell switched to the 
diamond six! Then the defenders 
took a trick in each side suit.
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