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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2020
  Creative pursuits should be 
at the top of your to-do list. 
Adjust your lifestyle to ensure 
that you get to do the things 
you enjoy, to work on the proj-
ects you feel passionate 
about and to be with the peo-
ple who stimulate your mind. 
Let the past go and watch the 
future unfold.  
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- A new attitude will help you 
put yourself first and get your 
plans in motion. Act ions 
speak louder than words, and 
following through with your 
commitments will lead to suc-
cess.  
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- Don’t meddle in someone’s 
private business, even if you 
are asked to do so. Problems 
with in-laws or relatives will 
cause friction between you 
and someone impor tant. 
Stand by your loved ones.
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- If you want a change, it’s up 
to you to make it happen. 

Refuse to let someone else 
dictate what you do next. Do 
what’s best for you and pur-
sue your dreams.  
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
-- Pay more attention to your 
personal life, health and what 
you can do to improve things. 
Romance is on the rise, and 
spending more t ime with 
s o m e o n e  yo u  l ove  w i l l 
enhance your life. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Be careful what you wish 
for. Don’t push yourself too 
hard or take on too much. 
Moderation will be in your 
best interest. Make intelligent 
decisions.  
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
You’ll be in a generous mood. 
It’s fun to entertain others, but 
don’t let anyone take advan-
tage of you. A loss is likely if 
you are frivolous or careless.  
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Add last-minute details that 
will give you the edge you are 
looking for when presenting 
what you have to offer. A pos-
itive change is within reach. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
A disagreement will have a 
lasting effect. It’s best to keep 
the peace and get along with 

your peers. Romance should 
be a priority.  
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Social activity, pleasure 
trips or personal changes 
should be on your agenda. 
Someone you meet will make 
you think about new possibili-
ties. Consider starting a new 
venture. 
  S AG I T TA R I U S  ( N o v. 
23-Dec. 21) -- Don’t criticize 
others about their way of 
doing things. Roll up your 
shirtsleeves and do your part. 
You will gain allies if you are 
a m i c a b l e . R o m a n c e  i s 
favored.
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Make practical changes 
and don’t look back. Taking 
action will be more rewarding 
than sitting still and accom-
plishing nothing. Avoid getting 
into a debate with a loved 
one. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
19) -- A little charm, a person-
al makeover and a healthy 
routine will help prepare you 
for what’s to come. Don’t let 
others’ actions stop you from 
pursuing what’s best for you.
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GATHER INTELLIGENCE 
BEFORE DECIDING

The Duke of Wellington was 
discussing war, but with a 
small change we can make an 
equally valid point about bridge: 
All the business of bridge is to 
endeavor to find out what you 
don’t know by what you do.

In other words, as you play 
out a deal, you learn more 
about the opponents’ hands & 
should use this information.

Against four hearts, West led 
the club 10. East won the first 
trick with the ace, cashed the 
club king (the accepted way of 
showing a doubleton) & exited 
with a diamond.

With a guaranteed spade loser, 
declarer had to find the trump 
queen to make his contract. 
Assuming West had 5 clubs to 
East’s two, there were 11 empty 
spaces in East’s hand for the 
heart queen, but only eight in 
West’s hand. However, those 

11-to-8 odds weren’t good enough 
for South. He wanted to find 
out more about the distribution 
before committing himself.

Judging that West would 
have led a singleton diamond if 
he had one, declarer overtook 
the diamond king with dummy’s 
ace & discarded his club queen 
on the diamond queen. Now 
came the spade queen from the 
board. East won with the ace 
and returned a diamond.

South ruffed with the heart 
ace, cashed the spade king, 
discarding dummy’s club loser, 
then led the heart 8 & ran it. 
When it won, he repeated the 
heart finesse, drew West’s last 
trump and claimed.

Why was South so confident 
about the hearts? Because East 
had passed as dealer and had 
already shown up with 11 
points: the club ace-king and 
spade ace. He couldn’t hold a 
queen as well.

Bridge


