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  Greater participation will 
help you integrate into groups 
that have something to offer 
you. Energetically exploring 
new possibilities will prepare 
you for future endeavors. The 
more time you dedicate to 
matters you care about, the 
more abundant the rewards 
will be. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
19) -- A sensitive attitude 
when dealing with others will 
help ward off frustration. Per-
sonal growth will encourage 
you to broaden your aware-
ness of the possibilities. Live 
in the moment. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Reaching out to people or 
groups that share your con-
cerns will be comforting. Your 
input will lead to an unexpect-
ed offer that will be hard to 
turn down.  
  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- Adjust the way you do 
things. A change of attitude 
will help ease stress. Focus 

more on your goal and less on 
what’s happened in the past.  
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- A trip or a conference will 
change the way you do busi-
ness. You will gain popularity if 
you put a unique spin on an 
idea that has potential. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
You can prosper using your 
ingenuity, but don’t make 
promises you can’t keep. A 
partnership will be complicat-
ed. Trust issues will arise. Be 
direct, ask questions and take 
your time. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Don’t shy away from some-
thing or someone because of 
unfamiliarity. Open your mind 
to new endeavors. Refuse to 
let uncertainty come between 
you and a chance to advance. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Mingle, learn and explore 
what’s available. Make invest-
ments that will change your 
direction or location. Romance 
is on the rise and will improve 
your life. 
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Find the best way to approach 
what you want, and channel 
your energy into attaining the 
lifestyle you desire. Expect 

someone to use emotional 
tactics to change your mind.  
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Personal problems will lift if 
you are willing to adjust and 
comply with the necessary 
changes required to make life 
better. A relationship will take 
a positive turn. Romance is 
featured. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Your intuition and expres-
sive way of presenting your 
ideas and plans will win the 
necessar y  suppor t  f rom 
someone who has something 
to offer. Make proposals, close 
deals and explore new possi-
bilities. 
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Fix up your surround-
ings to suit your plans. A 
change of heart will encour-
age you to branch out and try 
something new. Listen to your 
heart, not to what an outsider 
has to say. 
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Stop thinking about 
making a change and do 
something. Refuse to let an 
emotional situation stand 
between you and what you 
feel is best.
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HELP PARTNER’S  LEAD 
WHENEVER POSSIBLE

Oscar Wilde wrote, “The 
advantage of the emotions is 
that they lead us astray.” At the 
bridge table, we should try not to 
be distracted by our emotions. 
Also, there are times when we 
should help partner with his 
opening lead, not unnecessarily 
risk his going astray.

In today’s deal, for example, 
how does South get on in six 
spades after West leads the 
diamond queen? How about 
after a heart lead?

T h e  a u c t i o n  w a s  f a i r l y 
predictable. After North raised 
spades on the second round, 
South inquired about aces and 
kings before settling into six 
spades.

If  East  does not make a 
lead-directing double of five 
hearts, West will surely lead the 
diamond queen. Declarer wins 
that, draws trumps and runs 

the club queen. The finesse loses, 
but South claims the remainder. 
He discards his heart loser on a 
club winner on the board.

But when East wisely doubles 
five hearts, and West leads that 
suit ,  i t  would be easy for 
declarer to go down. If he 
adopts the same line as just 
proposed,  when the  c lub 
finesse loses, East cashes the 
heart king to defeat the slam.

However, a more-resourceful 
South, realizing that East has 
both high hearts, will spot a 
winning line. He wins the first 
trick with his heart ace & draws 
trumps. Then he eliminates the 
diamonds (ace, king, and a 
ruff) before exiting with his last 
heart. East is endplayed, having 
either to lead away from the 
club king or to concede a 
ruff-and-sluff.
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