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  Prepare to fight hard if you 
want to get ahead. Deal with 
obstacles head-on. Sort out 
your differences with anyone 
who could put a damper on 
your success. Positive change 
is within reach, but you are 
the one who will have to insti-
gate it. Your goals can be 
reached!  
  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19) -- Less fuss will help you 
get things done. Put one foot 
in front of the other until you 
reach your destination. Finan-
cial gain is heading your way. 
  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
19) -- Personal change will 
boost your morale and confi-
dence. Fitness, health and a 
proper diet wi l l  help you 
improve your quality of life. 
  PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
-- Take on responsibility and 
show everyone what you are 
capable of doing. Dealing with 
other people’s jobs or prob-
lems will give you leverage 
when you need a favor. 

  ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
-- Don’t jump to conclusions 
or make assumptions that will 
get you into trouble. Nothing 
will be as it appears. It’s time 
to sit back and let others 
come to you.
  TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- Push the boundaries, set 
big goals and exceed your 
expectations. Today is about 
discipline, hard work and 
proving what you can do. A 
personal change will prompt 
romance. 
  GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Refuse to let the words or 
actions of others stand in your 
way. Handle an emotional 
matter very delicately. You will 
be amazed by how much you 
can learn if you listen. 
  CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
-- Do your own thing and 
enjoy what transpires. Take a 
unique approach to how you 
handle money, your health 
and contractual negotiations. 
Romance is in the stars. 
  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- 
Take the responses you get 
from others to heart. Defend 
your principles, but be open-
minded enough to allow oth-
ers to follow their own beliefs. 

Getting along will require work 
and compromise.  
  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Take control and do whatever 
is necessary to improve your 
life. A change will lead to new 
opportunities. Don’t fear let-
ting go of something that is no 
longer working for you. 
  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Outside pressure shouldn’t 
daunt you or make you con-
fo r m to  someone e lse ’s 
dream. If you don’t like what 
you see or hear, remove your-
self from the situation that is 
causing you grief. 
  SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
-- Handle money matters like 
an expert. Invest in your skills, 
talents and ideas. If you keep 
your feet planted firmly on the 
ground, you will make the 
right decisions. Romance is 
encouraged.
  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) -- Refuse to let restless-
ness lead to unnecessary 
changes. Initiate reform and 
look for a solution. Remain 
calm and discuss your options 
with people who share your 
concerns.
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C O U N T  W I N N E R S  A N D 
ANALYZE OPTIONS

Alexis Carrel, who was a 
French surgeon and biologist 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine in 1912 
for pioneering vascular suturing 
techniques, said, “All great 
men are gifted with intuition. 
They know, without reasoning or 
analysis, what they need to know.”

Many great bridge players 
know, without reasoning or 
analysis, what they need to do. 
They can “feel” where the 
missing cards are located. But 
for most of us, we should count 
winners & losers, & analyze the 
various possible lines of play.

In today’s deal, South is in 
3  no-trump. West  leads a 
4th-highest heart 6; East wins 
with the ace & returns the heart 8. 
What should declarer do now?

Wi t h  a  l o n g  m i n o r,  n o 
s i n g l e t o n ,  n o  v o i d  &  n o 
thoughts about a slam, raise 1 

no-trump to 3 no-trump.
South starts with 7 top tricks: 

3 spades, 1 heart (given the first 
trick), 2 diamonds & 1 club. If 
the diamond queen is singleton or 
doubleton, there are overtricks 
in declarer’s future. But what if 
East has queen-third or -fourth? 
That doesn’t look troubling, 
but South must be careful.

Suppose he finesses the heart 
jack at trick 2. Here, West might 
shift to a low club at trick 3, setting 
up 5 tricks for the defenders: 2 
hearts, 1 diamond & 2 clubs.

What happens if South wins 
the second trick & runs the 
diamond jack?

Then the contract is safe. If 
East wins with the diamond 
queen & can return another 
heart, declarer will lose only 
3 hearts & 1 diamond. Here, 
East will take the diamond & 
shift to a low club, but South 
wins with his ace & claims an 
overtrick.

Bridge


