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JDSJDS Septic & Services

Don’t wait till there is a problem

CALL Joey Sprayberry
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• Storm Shelters
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     Women’s Leadership Committee  Cookoff 

At the Cleburne County Farmers Federation 
board of directors meeting  June 6, the Women’s 

Leadership Committee hosted a cheese ball 
cooking contest.  Wille Mae Harris won first 
place.  There were three other entrees Jane 
Harris, Sharon Ledbetter, and Linda Truett.

OBITUARIES
• Michael Joseph Baker

• John Thomas Carroll

• Rusty Kelley

• Albert Franklin Robinson

Send news and events to Misty at
mpointer@cleburnenews.com

Harris wins cook-off 
sponsored by the Cle-
burne County Farmers 
Federation

Win a gift donated by local business-
es if you can name where this picture 
was taken. To win you must call Misty 
Pointer at 256-463-2872. The winner will 
be the first one who calls with the cor-
rect answer.  Last week we had no win-
ner. New photos are taken weekly.

WHERE WAS 
THIS TAKEN?

ALA/GA    Roll-Offs
CONTAINERS

18985 N. Hwy 431 • Wedowee, AL 36278

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
formerly Thackston and Sons Roll-Offs We serve the east Alabama 

and west Georgia areas hauling construction and demolition - 

tree debris - concrete - remodeling
If you have any container needs, please feel free to call.

We will be glad to service your container needs.

Cell: 256-610-2426              Office: 256-357-2377
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The Heflin City Council met 
Tuesday night for a brief meeting 
and voted unanimously to change 
the name of the Water Works and 
Sewer Board of the Town of Heflin 
to Water Works and Sewer Board of 
the City of Heflin.

The change was needed to reflect 
Heflin’s status as a city — no lon-
ger a town, according to census fig-
ures — so the water board can apply 
for a U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture grant, according to City Clerk 

Shane Smith. 
The council also voted to approve 

the minutes from the July 11 public 
hearing, work session and council 
meeting.

In a lighter bit of business before 
the meeting adjourned, Mayor Rudy 
Rooks, the council and Heflin Po-
lice Chief A.J. Benefield discussed 
the recent repeated sightings of a 
gangly fox lurking around Heflin 
staring at people. 

“I don’t think it’s rabid, it’s got 
the mange really bad,” Benefield 
said. 

Benefield said officers spotted the 
fox on Coleman Street but lost track 

of it. 
The council also discussed up-

coming events:
— Back to school week, from 

July 30 to Aug. 5. This will include 
a scavenger hunt, fashion show on 
July 30 at the National Guard Ar-
mory at 2 p.m.

— School starts Aug. 9.
— 2017 Cleburne County Fair 

Aug. 11 and 12.
— Planning Commission meeting 

on Aug. 14 at 6 p.m. at Heflin City 
Hall. During this meeting the Wood-
land View Apartments will change 
to Residential-3 zoning from gener-
al business.

Cleburne County Hospital Board chair-
man Denise White cried when she received 
a text from the Cleburne County Nursing 
Home administrator Tony Culberson. The 
news Wednesday of last week was good: 
The nursing home had been ranked as a 
five-star facility by Medicare’s Nursing 
Home Compare website. 

White responded quickly, thanking Cul-
berson, grateful for the improved status of 
her institution.  

The rating was five stars in each of the 
five categories which were ranked, in-
cluding overall quality, health inspections, 
quality measures, staffing and registered 
nurse staffing. The news of the ranking 
spread quickly on social media among the 
employees, staff and the hospital board 
after Culberson texted a photo of the five-
star rating to White. 

“It makes me feel wonderful, and I 
would love to take credit for all of it, but 
what the board did when I came in is they 
opened up what I consider to be an ex-
tremely open management partnership,” 
Culberson said.

Just three years ago the nursing home 
had a two-star ranking and problems re-
sulting in a fine of $144,000 from the 
Alabama Department of Public Health, 
which oversees nursing homes, according 
to White.

 The all-volunteer Cleburne Coun-
ty Hospital Board oversees the nursing 

home and the Cleburne County Emergen-
cy Medical Service. Besides levying the 
$144,000 fine, the state also put a halt to 
the institution accepting new residents and 
the nursing home lost its in-house certi-
fied nursing assistant program, according 
to White. At that time the nursing home 
had 64 residents; it takes a minimum of 73 
residents just to break even, said White.

White was appointed to the hospital 
board by Cleburne County Commission-
er Emmett Owen and attended her first 
meeting in September 2014. White said 
that meeting was raucous and crowded, 
attended by employees worried about 
their jobs, family members of residents, 
concerned residents and politicians.

White was elected chairwoman at the 
next board meeting in October 2014 and 
her vision for a better nursing home com-
menced. 

“Our work was cut out for us and we 
had to make a lot of difficult decisions, 
basically it was sink or swim,” White said.

The board decided to implement the 
following steps in 2014:

— Revamped the speech, occupational 
and physical therapy departments.

— Reevaluated the pay scale to be more 
competitive.

— Outsourced housekeeping and the 
dietary department.

— Changed pharmacies to get a better 
rate

Cleburne County Emergency Medical Service para-
medic Christy Williams is pleased to have the help of 
Jerry to help serve the rural county. “Jerry” is the name 
given a medical training dummy on which Williams and 
other EMS employees have been honing their lifesaving 
skills for four months.

Williams said Jerry is an invaluable training aid due 
to the realism featured in its construction. 

“This is as close to a being able to practice on a real 
person. This allows us to hone in all our skills,” Wil-
liams said.

Williams said some of the training techniques made 

possible in Jerry’s construction include:
— IV insertions
— IO insertions, in which a hole is drilled into bone 

to get medicine in quickly
— Airway functions
— Ability to hook up to a cardiac monitor and run 

advanced cardiac life support algorithms 
— Check for abnormal heart rhythms
— Pulse and blood pressure
— Realistic verbal reactions
Williams also said that Jerry’s tongue swells so train-

ees can get experience dealing with patients with hard 
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Nursing home gets five-star rating
Cleburne County

n See CCNH page 8

Council changes name of 
waterworks board to apply for grants
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Bill Wilson

Cleburne County Nursing Home receives 5 star ranking after being a 
2 star three years ago. Amberly Morgan (in CNA program) and nursing 
home resident Margaret Turner.

New training dummy will help save lives
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