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JO PIKE IS RETIRED FROM

PIEDMONT SCHOOL CAFETERIA

The Jacksonville News
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Jacksonville Police Chief Tommy Thompson stands in front of the new Jacksonville Public Safety Complex.

Keeping the peace in Jacksonville
Tommy Thompson has worked in law enforcement 46 years

Weather causes cancellation of 9/11 ceremony

• Rain predicted through the 
week. Cleaning on Friday.

Pearl Williams isn’t happy about a decision she made 
Monday morning, but it’s one that she feels was necessary. 
She cancelled the annual 9/11 ceremony, set for 9 a.m. at 
the City Cemetery. 

Even though First Baptist Church on Seventh Street was 
the backup in case of inclement weather, Williams and 
city officials decided to schedule for the safety of those 
traveling to the ceremony.

Williams said it would be difficult to reschedule speak-
ers and events for this year, so it has been rescheduled for 

next year. Williams has coordinated the ceremony since 
her son, Maj. Dwayne Williams and 3000 others were 
killed in the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Williams was stationed 
at the Pentagon.

“I’m so sorry to inconvenience anyone,” Williams said. 
“The current weather situation is so unpredictable, we felt 
that this was the best thing to do for the safety of every-
one. I just want everyone to know that I appreciate their 
willingness to come and remember my son and others 
who lost their lives on that day. We’ll see you next year.”                                                                                                                                           

Police Chief Tommy Thompson became 
a student at Jacksonville State University in 
1968 after graduating from Gadsden High 
School. His goal was to graduate with a busi-
ness degree, but law enforcement was never 
far from his mind. He even applied to be a state 
trooper cadet at one time. The drawback to that 
job was that he’d have to move to southern 
part of the state and he wanted to stay closer to 
home.

He’d been studying business three years 
when JSU offered a law enforcement program. 
He applied for an internship with the City of 
Jacksonville, a position that would last one 
month, June, in 1971. That one month of riding 
with police officers and seeing how they faced 
- and solved - problems on a daily basis made 
the 21-year-old realize that that’s where he 
needed to be.

A plus for Thompson is that Mayor John B. 
Nisbet and Police Chief Ross Tipton, were 

happy with his work. He was offered a summer 
job from July until October. That job turned 
into a full-time position. He was hired and that 
put the number of officers at that time up to 10.

Today, the city has almost three times that 
number. When the force is in full strength, 
the city has 27 officers. After Tipton retired, 
Thompson was interim chief until Paul Locke 
was hired to replace Tipton. Thompson became 
police chief on June 1, 1988. He said he’s been 
chief so long - 29 years - that he’s often asked 
who the police chief was when he was born.

“The older I get, the more I hear,” he said. “I 
used to have people tell me that I arrested their 
uncle or their daddy. I’ve been doing this so 
long, now they tell me 1 arrested their grand-
father.”

Thompson said he’s had a good working 
relationship with the mayors and City Coun-
cil. They’ve obliged him when he needs more 
officers or when his budget changes. The force 
is currently three offices short, but Thompson 
said he’s confident that city leaders will give 
him permission to make the hires.

“They’ve let me run the (police) department,” 
he said. “They let me make improvements and 
get things done. They’ve never given me any 
interference.”

As much as he loved that “old building on 
Ladiga Street,” he’s a lot happier in the new 
public service building behind Walmart. “It had 
seen its times,” he said. “It’s a pleasure coming 
to work. The new building is great.” Going to 
work now makes for a happier police chief. 
The parking is adequate, the ceiling’s not fall-
ing in, there’s no asbestos to be found, and the 
air conditioning works when it’s supposed to. -

Thompson’s job has consumed a major part 
of his life. Not that he’s complaining. Come 
Oct. 8, he’ll have been with the police depart-
ment 46 years. During that time, he’s been 
called out on Christmas Day, his children’s 
birthdays, and in the middle of the night in 
pouring rain. Still, he’s not complaining, but 
the 67-year-old chief is looking forward to 
when he can retire.

MARGARET ANDERSON
NEWS EDITOR

The first Pet Jam will be from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 16, at the Community Center. 
There will be live music from noon-2 p.m. 
and a pet parade starting at 10 a.m. at the Train 
Depot. 

Registration for the parade starts at 9 a.m. at 
the Train Depot and is $10 per pet.

Bring you best pet costumes for a chance to 
win a prize. 

Categories judged include best costume, 
most original costume, best pet look alike, 
biggest pooch, tiniest pooch, most gamecock 
spirit, most exceptional ears, and most excep-
tional hair.

There will be a silent auction featuring items 
from spay and neuter coupons, rounds of golf 
to game day tickets. Other events are on the 

agenda. For the non-furry kids, there will be 
face painting for a small fee and games. There 
will also be many vendors to shop.

The event is a collaboration between the 
Parks and Recreation Department and Dr. Eric 
Clanton’s trust, the Clanton Animal Hospital 
Trust or CAHT, to benefit adoptable dogs at 
Cheaha Regional Human Society. Plans are to 
have a pet friendly yearly city event to fund the 
heartworm treatment project.

Furry friends will convene at Community Center
PET JAM SET SATURDAY

MARGARET ANDERSON
NEWS EDITOR

■ See THOMPSON, page 3

The supply of gas locally 
was strong Monday, even 
if the number of drivers at 
pumps was larger than nor-
mal as the area prepared for 
Tropical Storm Irma. 

Brian Young, whose fam-
ily owns 10 Grub Mart 
convenience stores across 
the state, including those in 
Calhoun County, said Mon-
day that he’s not yet seen 
problems in the supply of 
gasoline, but rather an in-
crease in demand because 
of an influx of those who 
drove north fleeing Florida 
before Irma made landfall. 
Those extra drivers have put 
a strain on his business, he 
said. There’s plenty of gas 
to be had, he just can’t get 
it to his stores fast enough, 
he said.

“We can’t get a new truck 
driver overnight,” Young 
said. 

Young said he believes 
there may be spot power 
outages, which could tem-
porarily shut down some 
gas stations, but that others 
would remain open. 

“I don’t see it being an is-
sue where you can’t get gas 
or diesel anywhere,” Young 
said. 

Gas prices could rise in 
the coming days, however, 
as some of the area’s gas 
supply is diverted south to 
meet the demands following 
Hurricane Irma, Young said. 

Young said the Trump ad-
ministration’s decision Fri-
day to waive the Jones Act, 
which requires all shipping 
from U.S. ports be done 
by American owned and 
crewed vessels, may help 
ease fuel shortages in Flor-
ida and price increases. For-
eign-flagged ships can now 
help supply the U.S. with 
fuel. 

While the gas supply re-
mains strong locally, Young 
said there have been long 
lines at the pumps, and he 
urged drivers to let emergen-
cy vehicles and power com-
pany trucks to cut in line and 
get back on the road quickly.

Gasoline

supply

strong

despite

Irma
EDDIE BURKHALTER
Consolidated News

City Council

reschedules

The Regular Work 
Session and Regular 
Council Meeting of 
the Jacksonville City 
Council scheduled 
for Monday night has 
been rescheduled to 
Sept. 14.


