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STEVEN CAVENDER CHOOSES

HOBBY FOR A CAREER

xxxx QUILTING AT THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 10 A.M.-NOON EACH WEDNESDAY

More thunderstorms

predicted throughout

the week
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• John “LJ” McGatha, Jr, 84

Doug Dickeson did something last year he’d never 
done before. He ran for City Council in District 3 and 
won. This year he’s undertaking something else he’s 
never done. He’s instigated an effort to help children 
who are sometimes overlooked. He wants to upgrade 
the playground equipment that’s already at Veterans 
Park on Memorial Drive, and he also wants to add 
all-inclusive equipment.

Dickeson is the mastermind behind Cars for a Cause, 
a fundraiser, that will begin at 4 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 5, 
at the park.

Several months ago, he noticed a post someone had 
put on Facebook about how nice it would be to have a 

handicap swing when McDonald’s is rebuilt. Dickeson 
knew McDonald’s isn’t going to replace any play-
ground equipment. 

“That post stuck in my mind,” he said. “I got to look-
ing at an article about kids playing on equipment, and I 
thought, ‘They all want to play.’ I got to thinking about 
how much that could take off parents if they could take 
their kids and let them play awhile.”

Dickeson said while he’s thankful his children are 
healthy, the Facebook post made him realize how sad it 
is for handicapped children and their parents to watch 
others get to play on equipment designed just for them.

“It breaks my heart,” he said.
Soon after he read that post, he began making phone 

calls and talking to anyone who would listen to him. 
Many listened.

Members of the Throttle Kings are helping Dickeson 
coordinate the fundraiser. They will bring their antique 
vehicles and will contact others who own antique vehi-
cles inviting them. Several food vendors will be on 
hand and will donate part of their proceeds to the cause. 
Piedmont Rocks will have a table set up for children to 
paint.

Entertainment will include Savannah Leighton, who 
was on the Voice. She will sing from 4-5 p.m. Brian 
Jennings and Kevin Ward will take turns singing from 
5-6 p.m. The Matthews Sisters will sing from 6-8 p.m. 

Simple Simon’s will be there with pizzas. Anthony 
Jackson will bring Bubba’s SnoBiz snow cones and 
other refreshments and food.

Cars for a Cause will help youth

Fundraiser will benefit Venecia’s Foundation

■ See CARS, page 8

RACHEL FORD VOLUNTEERS

AT CHRISTIAN OUTREACH CENTER

Dickeson wants all inclusive playground equipment for children

Sherry Kughn

Larry Brock looks at his tomato plants. He likes to work in his garden.

Working the soil

The house where Larry Brock was born is no longer 
standing. It was a farm house that sat in a field behind 
what is now the Community Center. One had to cross 
the railroad tracks to get to it if walking from the 
direction of the mill village. At the age of 14, Brock, 
the son of the late John and Oma Brock, moved to 
the mill village with his parents and three of his 10 
siblings. The older ones had already married or had 
moved out of the home.

While attending Jacksonville High, he worked for 
Grady Knighten at Knighten’s television repair shop 
off the Square. When Knighten was ready to retire, he 
sold his business to Brock and a partner. Brock worked 
at the shop 10 years, including the years he worked 

part-time as a teen.
After leaving JHS, he had assumed his schooling was 

behind him. Not so. For the next few years, he found 
himself attending various schools, to keep updated on 
a changing world and also to help the companies he 
worked for run more efficiently.

After selling the television repair shop, he worked 
eight years at Coca-Cola in Anniston, where he 
repaired equipment. His next -- and last -- job was 
at Federal-Mogul. He was among the first group 
signed up to work at there. In fact, he was number 12 
in seniority of 27 who were hired on Dec. 2, 1974. 
There’s a brick in front of Federal-Mogul denoting that 
he was among the first set of employees there.

It was while he was at Federal-Mogul that he 

Larry Brock has garden at McClellan

■ See BROCK, page 8

Cornhole tourney 
set for Aug. 19

Anthony “Bubba” Jackson knew the 
late Venecia Benefield Butler, but their 
paths didn’t cross often. When Piedmont 
Rescue hosted fundraisers for Venecia’s 

Foundation several years ago, Jackson 
was a volunteer and helped. He’s now 
a member of that department as well as 
the fire department and is a crew man in 
construction for Alagasco in Anniston.

A few weeks ago, he opened Bubba’s 
SnowBiz at 230 N. Center Ave. Shortly 
afterward, he decided to have a Corn-
hole Tournament, with proceeds going 
to Venecia’s Foundation. He’d been 
thinking about hosting the tournament, 
and after hearing friends talk about it, he 

contacted Butler’s sister, Randa Carroll, 
and the planning began. He said his goal 
is to make sure care bags continue going 
to those with cancer.

“If this turns out to be good, we’ll do it 
every year,” he said.

There will be two tournaments. One is 
blind draw and is $10 per person. The 
payout will be determined by the number 
of teams. The second is a bring-your-
own partner, which will also be $10 per 
person. The prizes will be a set of boards 

for first place and cash for second and 
third place. The cash will also be deter-
mined by the number of teams.

If there is enough time, there will be a 
third tournament, and it will be a blind 
draw, with the same payout for first 
through third, depending on the number 
of teams.

Door prizes will be given. Jackson said 
appreciates businesses that have donated 
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■ See FUNDRAISER, page 8

A man and his grandson were beaten and shot to 
death by someone who broke into their Rabbittown 
home just before dawn Sunday, according to Calhoun 
County Sheriff Matthew Wade. The crime was not 
random, he said Monday.

Wade told reporters Monday in a news conference 
that investigators were still looking for whoever 
killed Travis Frost, 73, and 23-year-old Joshua Dylan 
Moody, Frost’s grandson. He offered a $1,000 reward 
for information leading to a resolution in the case.  

“We do have leads,” Wade said. “We don’t think 
this is a random act ... somebody out there knows 
something.”

Wade declined to say how many suspects are 
believed to have taken part in the shooting. He cited 
the continuing investigation. 

“We haven’t charged anybody,” Wade said, adding 
that no suspect or person of interest has been identi-
fied. Investigators found a gun after someone phoned 
in a tip, Wade said, but it was unclear if the gun is 
connected to the shooting. 

Wade said Monday that after the intruder or intrud-
ers entered the home on Rabbittown Road, south of 
Piedmont in an area surrounded by the Talladega 
National Forest, “a struggle ensued and they were 
beaten and shot.” 

A vehicle stolen from the home was found aban-
doned and burned later Sunday morning in Piedmont, 
Wade said.

Both men were pronounced dead at 5:15 Sunday 
morning, according to the coroner’s office. Wade 
said Sunday that Frost’s wife had called authorities 

Sheriff says

shooting deaths

of two persons

not ‘random act’
EDDIE BURKHALTER

Consolidated News Service

■ See SHOOTING, page 8


