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Send news and events to Misty at
mpointer@cleburnenews.com

Check inside for Cleburne 
County High School and Ran-
burne High School scores and 
stats.

SPORTS 4

Win a gift donated by local 
businesses if you can name 
where this picture was tak-
en. To win you must call 
Misty Pointer at 256-463-
2872. The winner will be the 
first one who calls with the 
correct answer.  Last week 
there  was no winner. New 
photos are taken weekly.

WHERE 
WAS THIS 

TAKEN?

State transportation officials held a 
public meeting Tuesday to hear local resi-
dents’ thoughts regarding the replacement 
of a bridge that spans Cane Creek on Al-
abama 46. 

The meeting was held at Beth-El Church 
along Alabama 46 — just a stone’s throw 
from the derelict bridge.

Two representatives from the Alabama 
Department of Transportation were pres-
ent with maps and photos to answer ques-
tions and give estimates of how long it 
will take for the bridge to be completed.

Steve Haynes, ALDOT preconstruction 
engineer, stood by a map with the de-
tour motorists will have to take while the 
bridge is out of commission.

“It is functionally and structurally defi-
cient,” Haynes said of the bridge, which 
was rebuilt in 1940 from a bridge that had 
first spanned the creek in 1927. Haynes 
said the bridge will take 12-18 months to 
complete, with construction to begin in 
September next year. 

“We need to cross our fingers that we 
get a good contractor, usually when you 
get a good contractor construction goes a 

lot more smooth,” Haynes said. 
Haynes said the detour will route traf-

fic using I-20 and Alabama 9 while the 
bridge is being constructed.

That detour does not sit well with Cle-
burne EMS director Tracy Lambert. The 
EMS office is on Alabama 46 on the east 

side of Cane Creek and the ambulances 
dispatched to the Heflin area will have 
to use the I-20 detour to answer medical 
calls instead of racing up the state route.

“We’re the only ambulance service in 
the county; I only have one station; I have 
two ambulances; we have over 1,000 stu-

dents between the elementary school, the 
day care centers, the high school, the mid-
dle school as well as several employees; if 
you take that bridge out on me it’s going 
to delay our response time significantly to 
respond to a critical incident,” Lambert 
said.

Lambert said there is no hospital in Cle-
burne County and if the ambulance is de-
layed five or 10 minutes due to the detour, 
it could cost a life.

“I am vehemently opposed to that. Now 
if they do it, there’s nothing we can do 
about it, we’ll do the best we can,” said 
Lambert.

Lambert said most of the call volume is 
from the Heflin and Hollis area.

Heflin Mayor Rudy Rooks was also 
concerned about the effect the bridge 
construction will have on emergency ve-
hicles.

“What concerns me most is the response 
of the emergency vehicles, we’ll just have 
to develop a plan and make some type of 
concessions to handle that,” Rooks said.

Rooks said County Road 27 could also 
be used as a detour but he called that road 

The Cleburne County Commission vot-
ed unanimously to pass a fiscal year 2018 
budget in a meeting that was a continuation 
of last week’s council meeting.

Commissioners tweaked a few items on 
the 33-page budget before a vote was tak-
en. 

Starting with a carryover of 
$3,295,687.95 from the fiscal year now 
ending, the FY ’18 budget estimates ex-
penditures of $7,545,373.20 and revenue 
of $6,397,401.85. The estimated reserve at 
the end of FY ’18 is $2,147,716.60.

Commissioner Emmett Owen was 
pleased with the budget but was hoping 

that more revenue is in the county’s future.
“I think it’s a fair budget, I think we’ve 

looked at it and we’ve looked over it and 
it’s about as good as we are going to be 
able to get where we’re at right now; we 
just need to hope that some new revenue 
starts coming in for next year,” said Owen 
after the meeting. 

Owen said there was an uptick in some 
of the property and housing revenues but 
it was no more than what the city had in 
the past when there were carryovers and 
deficits.

The commission also voted unanimous-
ly to pass a resolution reclassifying an em-
ployee in the Cleburne County Revenue 
Commissioner’s office from assessment 
clerk to appraiser-assessment clerk begin-
ning October 1.  

Before a friendly small-town crowd, 
U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore on 
Monday dismissed his latest campaign 
controversy as a misunderstanding.

“Today I find out that I was called a 
racist for saying ‘red and yellow, black 
and white,’” Moore said to a crowd of 
about 50 people at Heflin’s recreation 
center.

Moore has one week of campaigning 
left before the runoff vote that will de-
cide whether he or sitting Sen. Luther 
Strange will get the Republican nom-
ination in this year’s special Senate 
election. The winner will face Demo-
crat Doug Jones in a Dec. 12 general 
election, which will decide who finishes 
the Senate term begun by Jeff Sessions, 
who left the Senate to become U.S. at-

torney general.
A former judge who was removed 

from the bench twice — once for plac-
ing a Ten Commandments monument in 
the Supreme Court building, and a sec-
ond time for defying the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling that legalized same-sex 
marriage — leads Strange in most polls.

But he’s also been dogged by ads 
claiming he doesn’t support President 
Donald Trump’s plan for a border wall, 
as by his own statements that some see 
as campaign gaffes. In the past week, 
observers from around the country have 
taken Moore to task for not recognizing 
the name of the much debated Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals immigra-
tion plan. Critics have also pointed out a 
speech in which Moore seemed to claim 
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Officials worry about effects bridge closure

Bill Wilson

Alabama Department of Transportation public involvement meeting about the 
Cane Creek bridge replacement. Heflin Mayor Rudy Rooks. He is listening to 
ALDOT area preconstruction engineer Steven Corley talk about the bridge.

n See Bridge page 2

CCES students complete project
Cleburne Elementary students participated in a service project for the family of 
the late Will Alred.  Pictured with the students is Will Alred’s mom.  

U.S. Senate candidate 
Moore speaks in Heflin

TIM LOCKETTE
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Commissioners pass $7.5 million budget
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