
Thursday, August 10, 2017

                                                                                                                          

To subscribe

256-463-2872
P.O. Box 6, 

Heflin, AL 36264 

FAX: 256-463-7127

                news@cleburnenews.com 75 CENTS

Matthew 22:37

JDSJDS Septic & Services

Don’t wait till there is a problem

CALL Joey Sprayberry

 AL# (256) 419-1105 • GA # (770) 574-3648
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• Storm Shelters

Licensed • Bonded • Insured 
Serving Alabama & Georgia
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Cleburne County traveled 
to Piedmont last week 
for   7-on-7. More details 
inside

ALA/GA    Roll-Offs
CONTAINERS

18985 N. Hwy 431 • Wedowee, AL 36278

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
formerly Thackston and Sons Roll-Offs We serve the east Alabama 

and west Georgia areas hauling construction and demolition - 

tree debris - concrete - remodeling
If you have any container needs, please feel free to call.

We will be glad to service your container needs.

Cell: 256-610-2426              Office: 256-357-2377

SPORTS: Page 4

On Tuesday only a few bot-
tles of pineapple flavored li-
queur remained on the shelf 
at Raven Rock Distillery after 
owner Dylan Laminack sold 
98 percent of his stock over the 
weekend. He was forced to shut 
down the nine-month-old busi-
ness because he could no lon-
ger make a profit: The Alabama 
Alcoholic Control Board raised 
the tax on each bottle of whis-
key from $4.56 to $10.05.

Raven Rock Distillery is 
located next to the Fruithurst 
Winery Company along Cle-
burne County Road 49, which 
is dotted by countless rows of 
muscadine vines that meander 
on the rolling hills.

Laminack is also the master 
winemaker at the neighboring 
Fruithurst Winery Co. Two 
years ago when Laminack got 
his state manufacturing license 
it also allowed distilling as well 
as wine making. Laminack and 
his wife and co-owner Jessica 
Laminack built a building in 
hopes of manufacturing and 
selling craft whiskey to the 
ABC board.

Laminack said that that at 
that time distillers got together 
and changed the law where a 
tasting area could be incorpo-
rated into the distillery and craft 
whiskey could be sold straight 
across the counter.

So Laminack built a business 
plan around the tax rate at that 
time of $5.07 per liter and got 

Raven Rock 
Distillery 
closes its 

doors 

Win a gift donated by local businesses if 
you can name where this picture was tak-
en. To win you must call Misty Pointer at 
256-463-2872. The winner will be the first 
one who calls with the correct answer.  
Last week winner was Shelly Smith. She 
guessed Vallarta in Heflin. New photos are 
taken weekly.

WHERE WAS THIS TAKEN?

The unincorporated areas of Cle-
burne County and the municipali-
ties of Ranburne, Edwardsville and 
Fruithurst will start getting house-
hold garbage pickup from a different 
company this fall. 

The Cleburne County Commis-
sion in a called meeting Monday 
night unanimously awarded the con-
tract for residential garbage service 
to Advanced Disposal, which had 
the lowest bid of $56.55 per quarter.

A representative from Advanced 
Disposal, Gentry Shows, said resi-
dents will get new garbage carts de-
livered in October with instructions 
and the pick-up service will start on 
November 1. Shows said the bills 
will be mailed out in the middle of 
October.

“We are happy to be awarded the 

bid, look forward to doing business 
with the folks in Cleburne County,” 
he said.

After the called meeting was over 
the commission held an emergen-

cy meeting to consider a proposal 
from County Administrator Steve 

New garbage contract awarded
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Bill Wilson

Magan Hightower was one of the first parents in line standing outside the doors of Pleas-
ant Grove Elementary School Tuesday morning with her two daughters.

The Heflin City Council held a brief meet-
ing to approve the consent agenda and hear 
from various city departments.

Heflin Parks and Recreation director Tam-
my Perry reported that Heflin will host a jam-
boree youth football game on Aug. 19 at the 
city’s football field. Perry also said that the 
city’s summer school program was a success 
and was at capacity.

Heflin police Chief A.J. Benefield reported 
the following actions for the month of July:

— 49 drug arrests
— 31 felony arrests
— Two public intoxications
— 46 misdemeanor arrests
— Served 12 warrants
— Started seven new investigations
— Issued 24 traffic citations and 165 traffic 

warnings
— The police department drove a total of 

11,941 miles
Benefield also said that he and other officers 

helped during a power outage Tuesday morn-
ing. A large tree had fallen and taken down 
power lines at Willoughby Street and Cole-
man Street, knocking out power for 2 ½ hours.  
Officers had to direct traffic at two stoplights 

along Ross Street during the outage.
Heflin Fire Chief Jonathan Adams reported 

for the month of July the department had 25 
total calls.

Randy Price, a state senatorial candidate 
from Lee County, addressed the council stress-
ing economic cooperation and job training as 
key issues for the region.

The next council meeting will be August 22 
at 5:30 p.m.

A planning commission meeting will be 
held on August 14 at City Hall at 6:00 p.m.

The council reminded all in attendance that 
the Cleburne County Fair and Rodeo is this 
Friday and Saturday.

Heflin council hears departmental reports
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Mayor Jim Smith from the Town of Ranburne address the Com-
mission during Monday’s meeting.

Mary Luna was not 
ready for the first day of 
school Wednesday morn-
ing at Pleasant Grove El-
ementary in Hollis but her 
daughter, Kaitlin Luna, 
was. Mary walked to the 
back of Amanda Holmes 
kindergarten classroom 
to say her goodbyes and 
share a heartfelt hug. 
When it was time for her 
to leave she could not 
hold back the tears.

“It’s my baby, this is 
big girls’ school, she is 
ready but mommas are 
not,” Luna said as she 
reluctantly left the class-
room.

Magan Hightower was 
one of the first parents 
in line standing outside 
the locked doors — with 
other parents and kids 
amidst a growing moun-
tain of backpacks, paper 
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