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Voting place for Nisbet Lake area changed
BY SHERRY KUGHN

The News Journal

The Calhoun County Com-
missioners passed a resolution 
to change a polling place for resi-
dents in the Nisbet Lake area, Cal-
houn County Administrator Mark 
Tyner said at the Commissioners’ 
meeting Thursday.

Those who live in the area of 
Jacksonville’s Friendship Baptist 
Church on Nisbet Lake Road will 
begin voting in the next election 
at Tredegar Chapel at 1849 Nisbet 
Lake Road. The location is desig-
nated as Beat 6, Box 1. The next 
state election will be in March of 

2024. No reason was given for the 
change.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing Commission Chairman Fred 
Wilson asked all the men in the 
room to stand in honor of Wom-
en’s History Month.

“I’ve heard that behind every 
woman is a great man,” he said as 
attendees laughed.

“Last month was Black His-
tory Month, and now it is time to 
honor women,” he added.

In regular business, the com-
missioners approved the follow-
ing resolutions:

• Extended a contract for 
another year to Drivers Choice, 
Inc., for oil changes and com-
puter-diagnostic assessments for 
county vehicles and to Alexan-
dria Brake and Muffler Service for 
maintaining transmissions.

• Entered a contract with Dana 
Safety Supply, Inc., for the pur-
chase and installation of equip-

ment for the Calhoun County 
Sheriff Department vehicles.

Prior to the comment period 
for those in attendance, Com-
missioner Terry Howell congratu-
lated the city of Anniston and the 
county for the grand opening of 
the Anniston Regional Training 
Center for firefighters and EMA 
employees and for students.

“This is a big booster and a 
gold nugget,” Howell said. “Not 
only will it train local firefighters, 

but also it will train firefighters 
from all over.”

Howell also complimented the 
Calhoun County Animal Control 
Center’s event to promote the 
adoption of dogs. Another adop-
tion event is scheduled for March 
25 at Pickett’s on McClellan Bou-
levard.

“Pickett’s may become our 
designation place for adoption 
events, and we hope to have it 
maybe once a month,” he said.

Calhoun County Board of Edu-
cation Superintendent José  Reyes 
said several building improve-
ment projects were ongoing for 
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Jon and Amy Hegeman are winners of the National Outstanding Young Farm Family competition. Jon oversees 42 employees 
and stays busy throughout the year. Amy runs the household and operates an equine business of raising quarter horses. Also, 
she gives horseback riding lessons. The couple has added a cattle business at the family’s ranch in Texas.

2nd farm family from 
Calhoun County wins 
national distinction

BY SHERRY KUGHN

The News Journal

Calhoun County now boasts a second 
farm family that’s won a national award 
for its agricultural acumen.

As announced in late February, the 
newest winner of the National Outstand-
ing Young Farm Family is Jon and Amy 
Hegeman, and their daughter and son, 
of White Plains. 

The Hegemans raise plants for dis-
tribution to mostly big-box stores. It is 
possible that anyone who has purchased 
a plant from Lowe’s or Home Depot, 
among other stores, owns a plant raised 
on the Hegemans’ farm.

In January, Alexandria’s Daniel and 
Carla Trantham and their five children 
were named as the Top Young Farm 
Family by the American Farm Bureau 
Federation. The Tranthams raise cattle 
and raise and distribute grain for feed.

The Hegemans’ award came from 
several sponsors and supporters — the 
John Deere Manufacturing Company, 
which sponsors the event, and the Out-

standing Farmers of America, which 
administers the program. The award is 
also sponsored by the National Associa-
tion of County Agricultural Agents; the 
agents National Association of Conser-
vation Districts has been naming an 
exemplary farm family since 1955.

“I was shocked when they called our 
names,” Jon Hegeman said after return-
ing to the couple’s home in White Plains 
from Appleton, Wis., where the awards 
congress was held. 

“We do greenhouse farming, but we 
were competing against row croppers 
and farmers of poultry, vegetables and 
grain. When we reach this level of receiv-
ing a farm family award, we are all good.”

Hegeman said his job is to raise 
healthy plants and to load and transport 
them to greenhouses owned by corpo-
rate stores. There his product, which 
he calls Accent Plants, are mixed with 
the plants of other greenhouses so each 
store has a variety. Some of the plants 
they raise are Dracaena Spike, English 
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Oxford Middle School teacher killed 
Saturday in Jacksonville car accident

BY BRIAN GRAVES

The Anniston Star

OXFORD — Phillip Jones, 
who spent 23 out of 29 years in 
education teaching at Oxford 
Middle School, was killed Sat-

urday in an automobile acci-
dent in Jacksonville. 

Jacksonville police Chief 
Marcus Wood confirmed to The 
Anniston Star on Sunday the 
investigation into the accident 
has not been completed.

Jones taught eighth-grade 
physical science and was a 
Greenpower USA coach at 
OMS. His wife, Elaine, is also a 
teacher at the school.

The 1988 graduate of Hokes 
JONES
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