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Supporters and opponents of Sunday 
alcohol sales in Heflin voiced their con-
cerns about the issue during a work ses-
sion Tuesday night. 

At next week’s City Council meeting, 
the council will vote on whether to hold 
a special election that would let residents 
vote on Sunday sales. 

Heflin city clerk Shane Smith said the 
city would need approval from the state 
legislature to hold the vote if the council 
approves that course of action. 

Mayor Rudy Rooks said the decision 
is up to the council to approve or disap-
prove.

“We’ll have it on the agenda — so if the 
council feels like that they want to put it 
out for the people to vote on it, then they 
will make a motion that we pass the res-
olution — if the council passes the reso-
lution it will go to the legislature,” Rooks 
said. 

Keith Roberts, owner of High Country 
Cellars, has supported Sunday sales for 
some time.

“For our county, our city to grow, I 
think that  alcohol sales — in a controlled 
environment and all that — is a very big 
key to our future if we want this area to 
ever grow,” Roberts said. Other business 
owners in attendance also supported Sun-
day sales for Heflin.

Brent Thompson, senior pastor at the 

Heflin Baptist Church, was against Sun-
day sales and said he “respectfully dis-
agrees” with the business owners.

“I represent myself, my family and 
Heflin Baptist Church — and I represent 
the Lord Jesus Christ — I respectfully 
disagree that selling alcohol on Sundays 
is the pathway to economic growth.” 

Thompson said he has witnessed the 
“guardrails” come down concerning alco-
hol sales in the area. 

“If it does go to a citywide vote, you 
can bet your bottom socks I’m going to 
beat the drum for everybody I can — to 
vote it down. It would be frivolous to 
waste money on a election that even peo-
ple here said it would not pass. Just don’t 
do it,” Thompson said.

Thompson pleaded with the council to 
vote to not petition the legislature.

The council also talked about the on-
going cleanup of downed trees and tree 
limbs due to the heavy snow that fell Dec. 
8. Rooks said there are limbs still need-
ing to be picked up, and the city will get 
caught up now that the holidays are over.

The council also talked about a resolu-
tion that would increase fees in the city’s 
cemetery because the backhoe service 
the city uses is increasing their rates. If 
the council approves the resolution next 
week, the cost of opening and closing a 
standard grave will be $600, an increase 
of $50. 

The council will meet next Tuesday at 
5:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Council to vote on Sunday alcohol election 
BILL WILSON
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Two charged with marijuana trafficking 

An Alabama lawmaker said Wednesday that he 
wants to increase the amount of marijuana needed to 
invoke a drug trafficking charge.

Sen. Dick Brewbaker, R-Montgomery, said most 
other Southern states level a trafficking charge when 
someone’s caught with 8 or 10 pounds of marijuana, 
while in Alabama, the limit is one kilogram, or 2.2 
pounds.

Brewbaker said he’s not a proponent of pot legal-
ization, but wants to give prosecutors more leeway in 
dealing with defendants who are caught growing their 
own.

“The roots, the seeds, everything counts toward the 
weight,” he said. A single plant might weigh a kilo-
gram, he said, but only a small portion of that would 
be the actual drug. 

Alabama lawmakers in recent years have given 
no sign they intend to join the growing list of states 
that are decriminalizing pot. Bills to legalize medical 
use of the drug and to make marijuana possession a 
minor violation, similar to a traffic ticket, have gone 
nowhere. It took legislators more than one session to 
agree to approve a medical study of cannabidiol, a 
marijuana-derived chemical that doesn’t give users a 
high.

Still, legislators in recent years have taken a clos-
er look at some sentencing requirements for drug 
offenses, largely because the state’s prisons remain 
overcrowded. There are 21,000 inmates in Alabama 
prisons built for 13,000, according to the most recent 
numbers from the Department of Corrections.  That’s 
down from the more than 25,000 who were in pris-
on just four years ago, largely because of a 2015 law 
that lightened sentences for some drug and property 
crimes.

Drug trafficking carries a minimum sentence of 

Lawmaker
 wants increased 

limit for marijuana 
trafficking charge

Bill Wilson

Many business owners and citizens showed up and voiced their opin-
ion on Sunday alcohol sales.

Photo submitted by the Heflin Police Department

Heflin Police Officer Danny Turner (left)  and Chris Cohran with 10 pounds of marijuana seized 
during a routine traffic stop last Thursday along I-20 in Heflin.

Two people arrested in Heflin were charged with fel-
ony marijuana trafficking during a traffic stop on I-20 
Thursday morning. Heflin police officers Danny Turner 
and Chris Cohran stopped a vehicle for a routine traffic 
violation and noticed the familiar scent of marijuana.

“We saw a vehicle come by that was impeding traf-
fic in the left lane — did an improper lane change and 
didn’t have any brake lights,” Turner said.

Turner said he performed a traffic stop to tell the driv-
er the violations and explain driver safety and equip-
ment violations.

“In the process of the encounter we noticed that they 
were overly nervous and that there was the odor of raw 
marijuana emitting from within the vehicle,” Turner 
said.

Turner checked the the occupants’ licenses but due to 
the strong odor of marijuana the officers performed a 
probable cause search of the vehicle.

“During the search of the vehicle we located a duffle 

bag in the trunk of the vehicle that contained ten pack-

ets of marijuana which was heat and vacuum sealed,” 
Turner said.

The weight of the substance was 10 pounds total, he 
said.

The officers also noticed marijuana “residue of mari-
juana debris” in the car in addition to the odor.

Alexus Williamson, a 20-year-old woman from 
Hoover, and Jordan Cyrus, a 38-year-old man from De-

catur, Ga., were taken to Cleburne County Jail.

According to Turner anything over a kilo of weight in 
the state of Alabama brings a trafficking charge. A kilo 
is 2.2 pounds.

Turner said the marijuana seized was hydroponically 

grown, which typically has a high THC content. THC is 

the active ingredient which gives marijuana its narcotic 
effect. Turner estimates the total value of the marijuana 
seized to between $20,000 and $40,000, based on a unit 
value of $2,000 to $4,000 per pound for marijuana of 
that strength.

Turner said the driver was also given written warn-

ings for the traffic violations.
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