
 City residents could soon see higher garbage collec-
tion bills, city leaders discussed on Tuesday. 

Mayor Bill Baker said EC Waste, the company that 
collects garbage for Piedmont, plans to raise its rates 
March 1 and that the city would likely need to pass that 
cost on to residents. 

The Piedmont City Council took no action during 
its meeting Tuesday, but agreed to consider at its next 
meeting possible rate increases for residents. 

The company plans to raise its city rate to $27.84 per 
ton, about $2.60 higher than what it currently charges. 
The company collects an average of 30 tons of garbage 
a week in Piedmont.

Residents are currently charged $16 a month for gar-

bage pickup. 
Baker said that, with the city’s tight budget this year, 

absorbing the rate jump seems unlikely.
“The city has already been absorbing a lot of the 

expenses … we can’t absorb all the expenses that come 
along,” Baker said. “The feeling is we’re going to have 
to increase something.”

During its work session before the meeting, the coun-
cil heard Joan Young, interim president of the Fayette 
County Development Authority in Georgia, speak on 
ways the city could encourage economic development. 
Invited by Councilman Greg South, Young said she’d 
be willing to volunteer some of her time to help the city 
plan how to attract new business.

Young gave a few recommendations on how the 
council could help the city, from creating tax incentive 
packages to help small businesses open, to promoting 

recreational tourism.
“Your biggest asset is your quality of life,” Young 

said, referring to outdoor recreation in Piedmont such 
as is offered by the Chief Ladiga Trail. “There are peo-
ple from Atlanta who would love to come out here and 
ride a bike.”

Young also recommended the city hire a part-time eco-
nomic development consultant or reach out to experts at 
institutions such as Jacksonville State University to help 
promote Piedmont and attract business. 

“I think it all starts with tourism … you get that and 
then that brings in small business,” Young said. “Once 
you have that, then you can start recruiting larger busi-
ness.”

The council agreed to contact JSU and meet later to 
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‘Log Team 6’
special words from 

a father’s heart

         Sherry Kughn

Ginger Howell recently displayed her favorite baskets at the office where 
she works. It is located just north of Jacksonville State University’s 
International House on Alabama 21. 

Leaders talk possible garbage rate hike

One day while at work, Piedmont’s assistant fire chief, Butch 
Tolbert, picked up a label maker and punched in the words “Log 
Team 6.” He peeled off the label’s backing and placed it on the 
back of his helmet. The words “Log Team 6” represents “Logistical 
Team Six,” the name of a 19-member team made up of members 
of the Alabama National Guard. His son Brandon is assigned on a 
full-time basis to McClellan’s 200th regiment of the Guard. 

Brandon had only been gone to Kabul, Afghanistan, for a cou-
ple of months, but Tolbert thought of him constantly. In fact, he 
thought of all the soldiers on the team, and the label affirmed his 
support. 

What happened next for Tolbert surprised and humbled him. Fire 
chief Mike Ledbetter inquired about the label and called Tolbert 
into his office later that day.

“You’re not in this by yourself,” he told Tolbert. “We are going to 
support you.”

The chief ordered professionally printed labels with the same 

Butch and Jean Tolbert concerned 
for son, all soldiers 

Ginger Howell loves her job as a biologist aide with the Alabama 
Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division, Enforcement Section in 
District II. Her job allows her to work with nature, something that 
gives her much enjoyment. She started the hobby of pine needle 
basket making about 17 years ago. 

“Right after I went to work for the state, I was sent to assist with 
classes on Becoming an Outdoors Woman,’ ” Howell said. “I took 
the basic class on basket weaving with pine needles. Then my 
imagination took over.” 

Howell starts by collecting pine needles from the Longleaf Pine 
tree. She said it is against the law to pick them off the trees or the 
ground in a national forest, though. Harvesting must be done with 
the permission of a private land owner on which a tree is located. 
Fortunately, she has a friend whose yard has a Longleaf Pine. She 
said those without access to a tree can order the needles ready to 

Decorative 
basket-making is 
hobby for Howell
Encourages women to take series of classes


