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FORMER SHERIFF SERVING 

ON A DIFFERENT SCALE

xxxxDON’T FORGET TO SET YOUR CLOCKS ONE HOUR AHEAD THIS WEEKEND.

•Sunshine and rain this 
week. Highs in the 50s 

and 60s.
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• None this week

CRISSY WERNER WORKS WITH

CHILDREN AT EAGLE POINT
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              Chris Tierce

Standing, from left,  Deana Lambert, Hope Bates, Damon McDonald, Abbey Steward, Suzie Carter, Tiyonna Rogers, Chloe Jarret, Breanna Rogers, 

Neely Welsh, Lexy Adkison, Madison Jennings, Emma Jane Roger, Dana Austin and Ricky Austin.  Kneeling, from left, Kristin Tierce, Macy Reedy, 

A.J. Broome, Kerstin Bryant, Payton McGinnis, Katie Williams, and Raegan Rogers. SEE MORE PICTURES ON PAGES 8 AND 9

■ See PANTHERS, page 10

Leaders agree to enter opioid lawsuit

SIX TITLES FOR THE PANTHERS

RIP DONOVAN
Sports Correspondent

The 12th Annual Throttle Kings Car Show will be 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, March 17, at Fagan’s 
Park. 

One of the organizers, Jimmy McCurdy, said he 
has no idea how many vehicles will be there, but 
to give one an idea, he said even though it rained 
last year, there were over 200 there. The year 

before, when it didn’t rain, there were over 300.
All types of vehicles are expected, McCurdy 

said, including cars, trucks, motorcycles, classics, 
hot rods and modern muscle.

“This is a good thing for Piedmont,” McCurdy 
said. “It brings lots of people into town for the 
day. It’s a pretty good deal. We’ve made it grow.”

Many of the vehicles will come from the near-
by areas, some are from Birmingham, but most 
of them are from the Atlanta area. Food vendor 

Kevin Fagan will be there and there will be enter-
tainment. There will be a money tree for those 
bringing their vehicles.

“One of the good things I’ve always seen about 
this is people getting together who haven’t seen 
each other in a while,” McCurdy said. “We draw a 
crowd and it benefits everyone.”

Jason Moore and Joe Thornburg are assisting 
McCurdy. McCurdy can be reached at 256-238-
3292. Moore can be reached at 256-343-9274.

12th Annual Throttle Kings Car Show set March 17

City leaders agreed on Tuesday to 
enter a cross-jurisdictional lawsuit 
filed to fight the nationwide opioid 
epidemic. 

The lawsuit is similar to ones cit-
ies and counties across the U.S. have 
joined since last year against nation-
wide opioid distributors. The goal of 
such lawsuits is to hold drug distrib-
utors accountable and recover money 
spent dealing with the repercussions of 
prescription opioid abuse, which has 
risen sharply nationally over the last 
decade.

The Piedmont City Council agreed to 
enter the lawsuit at no cost to the city 
during its regular meeting Tuesday. 

Michelle Franklin, city clerk, said 
during the meeting that Ron Allen, city 
attorney, had recommended the council 
enter the lawsuit.

“A lot of cities across the nation are 
joining in on this,” Franklin said.

The city of Jacksonville joined a 
similar lawsuit in December. 

The general argument is that over the 
years, drug distributors and manufac-
turers used faulty data and encouraged 
physicians to prescribe powerful opi-
oids more often than they should have, 
as way to increase revenue. 

Abuse of opioids, a group of pain-
killers that includes heroin and sub-
stances available by prescription, has 
jumped in the last two decades. 

“It’s been a problem here for a 
long time,” said police Chief Freddie 
Norton. “A majority of our arrests are 
opioid-type, prescription drug-based 
… and we’re seeing some heroin now.”

Norton added that drug abuse is 
often tied to other crimes like thefts 
and robberies.

“It’s all related,” Norton said.
Also during the meeting, the coun-

cil agreed to spend $20,637 in fire 
tax money to buy new water pump-
ing equipment for the Piedmont Fire 

Department’s brush truck. Fire Chief 
Mike Ledbetter said the department 
has no other brush truck and that it 
would be needed soon for the summer.

The council also agreed to spend 
$9,200 from the general fund to 
replace an air conditioner in the Clyde 
H. Pike Civic Center. Jeff Formby, 
parks and recreation director, said 
the new air conditioner will replace a 
nonfunctional, 30-year-old unit that 
controls heating and cooling in the 
center’s banquet hall.

“We rent that out to karate, gym-
nastics … there’s something going on 
in there every night of the month,” 
Formby said.

Spring Garden rebounds from last year’s disappointment

Spring Garden captured the AHSAA Class 1A girls’ 
basketball state championship Thursday and exorcised 
an old demon at the same moment. The Panthers defeat-
ed Phillips of Bear Creek 52-38 at the Birmingham-
Jefferson Convention Complex for the school’s sixth 
state title in girls’ basketball. The Spring Garden fin-
ished 32-3 while the Bears ended 29-4. 

Everyone celebrated when the final horn sounded and 
again when the state championship trophy was hand-
ed out but no one was happier than junior guard A.J. 

Broome. 
“It’s great,” Broome said. “We know that our hard 

work has paid off.”         
Broome was whistled for a foul just as the 2017 

championship game was about to complete four quar-
ters in a 43-43 tie. She had to watch helplessly as R.A. 
Hubbard eighth-grader Alexandria Orr made the second 
of two free throws with no time on the clock. After 
Thursday’s championship game victory Spring Garden 
head coach Ricky Austin said Broome had lived with 
that disappointment for a full year.  

There were plenty of heroics as the game played out. 
All-tournament selection Macy Reedy, the smallest 

player on the court in size but not in heart, connected 
on four 3-point attempts in the first quarter without a 
miss. She netted a trey with 6:26 on the first quarter 
clock for a 3-0 lead and Spring Garden never trailed. 
Payton McGinnis, Broome and Kerstin Bryant followed 
with one 3-pointer apiece. Reedy then hit three more 
triples in the final two minutes and 30 seconds. 

“Usually before the game during our warm-ups, I can 
usually tell. I feel like I have that touch and everything. 
Then in the games it usually starts and just keeps going. 
Felt good today,” Reedy said.


