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BY DAVID ATCHISON
Home staff writer

PELL CITY — City Street Superin-
tendent Greg Gossett said equipment 
has arrived in preparation for the dis-
mantling of the old St. Clair County 
Hospital in the coming days. 

He said Virginia Wrecking is only 
days away from tearing down the for-
mer hospital, which has lain dormant 
for almost a decade.  

Gossett said workers brought in 
four large pieces of equipment on four 
different trucks to the former hospital 

site on Dr. John Haynes Drive.
“It will be put all-together on site,” 

he said. “It’s a big one.”
Craig Wintzell, job site superinten-

dent for Virginia Wrecking Company, 
said Tuesday workers will assemble 
the “long-reach track hoe” today, and 
track hoe operators should begin the 
demolition of the former hospital by 
Thursday morning.   

City officials said all of the hazard-
ous waste inside the former hospital 
has been removed. 

The hospital was abandoned in 
2011 after the new St. Vincent’s St. 

Clair Hospital was opened on Veter-
ans Parkway. 

Gossett said the company is dis-
mantling the hospital mechanically 
and not using explosives because Vir-
ginia Wrecking resales materials that 
can be recycled.

He said the large crane used in the 
demolition will bite off large chunks 
of the building, starting at the top and 
working down to the base. 

Wintzell said the long-reach track 
hoe has large shears that will cut into 
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Equipment arrives for demolition 
of former St. Clair Hospital

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Workers are preparing to dismantle the former St. 
Clair County Hospital in the coming days. A track 
hoe operator was removing a one-story structure 
that was attached to the backside of the hospital 
Tuesday. 

BY CHRIS NORWOOD
Home staff writer

The Mighty Men of Valor made its 
official public bow Tuesday evening 
before a small but enthusiastic and 
supportive crowd at The Ritz Theatre.

The group’s mission is to “teach 
men the principles of the Word of 
God concerning manhood: How to 
be a Godly man, Godly husband and 
Godly father.”

The expected outcome is to 
“change the atmosphere in the city 
of Talladega and surrounding cities,” 
according to fliers handed out before 
the program.

Created as a mentoring organiza-
tion earlier this year, Mighty Men of 

Valor began with a 
core group of com-
munity leaders, 
including business 
owner Boyd McGe-
hee, Talladega High 
School Principal 
Dr. Darius Williams 
and retired City 
Building Inspector 
Jerry Taylor, who 
McGehee said was 

really the driving force behind the 
creation of the group.

Taylor’s son, Josh (who could not 

attend Tuesday night); juvenile pro-
bation officer Cedrick Wilson; John 
Hendrix; and Tristen Booker rounded 
out the core group. 

The next step was to recruit some 
of the leaders of student life at Talla-
dega High School and bring them into 
the program as well.

In short, the group seeks to “trans-
form the lives of men through the five 
pillars: love, respect, loyalty, commit-
ment and consistency,” according to a 
short video at the beginning of Tues-
day’s presentation.

Taylor explained that the organi-
zation was meant to benefit all young 
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Mighty Men of Valor 
mentoring organization 
holds �rst public event at 
Talladega’s Ritz �eatre
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BY CHRIS NORWOOD
Home staff writer

The battle for the Talladega City Board of Edu-
cation Ward 3 seat is officially over, with the exact 
same result as on election day.

Incumbent Jake Montgom-
ery held on to his one-vote 
margin of victory over Ange-
la Estelle after the Talladega 
County Board of Registrars 
decided all three of the provi-
sional ballots that might have 
changed the outcome were 
not to be counted.

After the results were cer-
tified, Montgomery said he 
wanted to “thank everyone 
who worked for me and voted 
for me. I think this election 
really should remind people 
just how important one vote 
can be.”

Estelle was present at the 
meeting during which the 
provisionals were opened and 
the vote certified by the City 
Council. 

In a prepared statement 
after the meeting, she said, 
“My heartiest congratulations 
to the winners of this year’s 
city elections. We are proud 
of you and know that you will 

work hard in your positions for all of the citizens of 
Talladega. 

“This year, we all made a difference in our will-
ingness to serve selflessly in our community and, 
as a candidate for the BOE, some, like myself, 
emerged to ensure that the voices of our children 
are heard and that issues that are important such 
as safe, secure schools with great instruction and 
instructors are a part of what makes our city great. 

“Our children and other members of the soci-
ety who cannot vote depended on voters to make 
the right decisions on their behalf. The voters have 
spoken, and while I was ‘in my feelings’ after such 
a close race, I sincerely wish the entire board great 
success and all the best. 

“To all of you who entrusted me with your vote, 
thank you so much. I will take your trust and faith 
in me and use it to help better our community.”

She added, “As a citizen of the world, I will 
always lend my voice and listen with my heart to 
help ensure we hear the voices of our kids, parents 

Jake 
Montgomery’s 
1-vote margin 
in Talladega 

City BOE race 
made of�cial
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BY CHRIS NORWOOD
Home staff writer

A quorum of the Talladega City 
Council met Tuesday morning to cer-
tify the winners of election contests 
decided last week and to declare run-
offs for the office of mayor and two 
seats on the council.

The hearing started about 15 min-

utes late after a quorum was not avail-
able. David Street and retiring Coun-
cilman Gerald Cooper were the first to 
arrive, along with incumbent Mayor 
Jerry Cooper, who doesn’t vote. 

Councilman Ricky Simpson, who 
was defeated last week, came in from 
a job site and ended up presiding over 
the meeting.

The first order of business was to 

receive the list of provisional ballots 
that had been approved by the Talla-
dega County Board of Registrars and 
could be added to the final tally. 

Of the 46 provisional ballots, only 
six could be counted, and none of 
them changed the outcome of last 
Tuesday’s general election.

Talladega City Council certi�es 
election results, sets runoffs
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