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No Obituaries

Sherry Kughn

Tommy Woodward is the new branch manager at NobleBank in Piedmont. He replaces 
Mac Singleton who recently retired.

Piedmont’s plan to pay for infrastructure improve-
ments is on track after city leaders voted Tuesday to 
rescind an April vote because it conflicted with a simi-
lar vote they made last week. 

With the conflict resolved, the Piedmont City Council 
can now move forward developing a formal ordinance 
to earmark 3 percent of total utility revenue each 
month. 

The council rescinded its April 18 vote during its reg-

ular Tuesday meeting. That vote had called for the city 
to collect 3 percent of net revenue from monthly utility 
revenue — meaning, 3 percent of revenue after city bill 
payments are made with the utility money.

During a meeting last week, though, the council voted 
to strengthen that earlier vote by agreeing to draft an 
ordinance requiring the 3 percent monthly earmark. 
However, the vote last week stated the city would col-
lect 3 percent of the total monthly utility revenue — not 
the net — hence the conflict.

Michelle Franklin, city clerk, said both votes were 
online in the city council’s minutes and could confuse 

residents. 
“I’d just like to get that fixed so it’s not just sitting 

out there,” Franklin said of the discrepancy.
Franklin added that with the conflict resolved, the 

ordinance for the 3 percent earmark would be ready for 
the council’s approval at its next meeting.

Some members of the council have repeatedly com-
mented on the need for earmarked money to cover 
infrastructure needs in the city, like repairs to sewer 
lines or purchasing new equipment. 

Leaders on track to vote on infrastructure funding

Pattie Kiser’s heart is in helping less fortunate

Trent Penny / Consolidated News Service

Pattie Kiser looks over items for sale at the Grace Center Thrift Store.■ See KISER, page 3

‘Missionary’ works at 
Grace Center Thrift Store

Pattie Kiser believes that a person who 
has suffered the most has the most com-
passion. Listening to her talk, one can 
tell that she has a lot of compassion and, 
after a while, it’s also obvious that she’s 
suffered a lot.

Kiser is a missionary of sorts. She’s 
not serving in another country or anoth-
er state, because her heart placed her in 
Piedmont, her hometown. Grace Center 
Thrift Store is located at 105 S. Main St. 
She runs it with the help of her sister, 
Gloria Kiser, and two volunteers, April 
Surrett and Robin Garcia. It’s open from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

Kiser can end her day on a happy note 
when she knows she’s helped someone. 

Anyone can come into the thrift store 
and purchase items. Families who have 
lost their homes to a fire or women and 
children who have gone through domestic 
trauma are the ones she likes being able 
to help.

Those who are going through a hardship 
will be given 20 items of clothing. They 
don’t pay anything, and they can select 
their items. If someone is receiving a 
small stipend on a regular basis, they can 
receive 20 items for $20. Kiser said she’s 
done this kind of work long enough to be 
able to differentiate those who are truly 
needy from those who aren’t.

Kiser lived 18 years in Jasper, where 
she had a thrift shop and sold mobile 
homes. When she returned to Piedmont, 
she knew she wanted to do the same 
thing. Grace Center is the third thrift store 
she’s worked at in Piedmont. The first 
was on the bypass, where she helped her 

Anniston-based NobleBank in Piedmont has a 
new branch manager, Tommy Woodward. This 
Roopville, Ga., native, moved to Heflin as a teen 
and graduated from Cleburne County High in 
2002. He credits a teacher named Mrs. Draper 
for teaching him about economics and business. 
Her influence led him to obtain a business 
management degree from Jacksonville State 

University.
Woodward also discovered something else about 

himself: he loves people. His career combines 
both strengths.

“I have also been blessed to be around good 
mentors,” Woodward said. “I have had good 
senior managers where I first started in banking 
in Carrollton, Ga., then at BB&T, and, now, at 
NobleBank.”

He switched to NobleBank to take advantage 

Piedmont’s NobleBank

gets new branch manager

■ See WOODWARD, page 8

■ See COUNCIL, page 8

SHEA BAXLEY MET HER HUSBAND

WHILE ATTENDING FAULKNER

Tom Baxley has attended 
the church of Christ all of 
his life. Many of his fam-
ily members belong to the 
church of Christ and his 
grandfather was an elder 
for many years in Florida. 
Choosing a career was 
never a difficult decision for 
Baxley: he wanted to preach.

For the past seven years, 
Baxley has preached for the 
Highway 9 church of Christ 
in Piedmont, a church of 
about 40 members. This is 
his first church to serve, and 
Baxley thinks it’s perfect 
for him, his wife and their 
children.

As a first time minister, 
Baxley went through many 
emotions. He was nervous, yet excited about the challenges, 
experience, and satisfaction of being able to do something he’d 
wanted to do for a long time. He was only 23, but it in a short 
time he realized he’d made the right decision.

“I’ve enjoyed it,” he said. “I’ve got a good congregation and 
good leadership, and that makes things a lot smoother for me.”

He said he can see himself being at the church for a long time 
to come.

Baxley was born in El Paso, Texas, while his father was in 
the Army. The family spent two and a half years in Germany, 
then settled in Milton, Fla., and that’s where he graduated from 
high school. He attended Faulkner University in Montgomery 
where he earned a degree in liberal arts and a master’s in New 
Testament. It’s also where he met his wife, the former Shea 

Former Florida resident
preaches at Highway 9 

church of Christ

■ See BAXLEY, page 8


