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BY BRIAN GRAVES
The Anniston Star

MONTGOMERY — Watching the chaos on 
the floor of the state legislature may lead one to 
believe nothing is getting done or can be done.

The four Calhoun County representatives to 
the state house reassured members of the Cal-
houn County Chamber of Commerce’s Leader-
ship Calhoun County Class of 2023 the complete 
opposite is true during a visit by the class to 
Montgomery.

The visit Thursday came during lawmakers’ 
final debate and eventual passage during a spe-
cial called session of a bill that determined the 
spending of $1.06 billion in American Rescue 
Plan Act funds.

Gov. Kay Ivey signed the bill into law hours 
after the bill’s passage.

All four of Calhoun County’s representatives 
to the statehouse took time to visit with the LCC 
class and describe both what actually happens in 
a session and some of the bills they hope to offer 
when the regular session gavels into order next 
week.

State Sen. Keith Kelley and state Reps. Bar-
bara Boyd, Steve Hurst and Randy Wood found 
time between votes on a busy morning to wel-
come the group.

“It does look like chaos on the House floor,” 
Wood explained, with all three of his colleagues 
in agreement. “But, that is just members talking 
and negotiating with each other. It’s how busi-
ness is done.”

Wood said there will be “thousands of bills 
introduced next week” but only a few will even-
tually make it to the finish line.

BY LAURA KING
Los Angeles Times

AMSTERDAM — The Inter-
national Criminal Court on Fri-
day issued an arrest warrant for 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and one of his government minis-
ters — a largely symbolic step, but 
one that could resonate power-
fully with those hoping to see top 
Kremlin leaders held to account 
for a brutal war.

The warrants, the first issued 
in connection with the year-old 
Ukraine conflict, cites alleged 
involvement by Putin and Maria 
Lvova-Belova, Russia’s commis-
sioner for children’s rights, in 
the deportations and transfer of 
thousands of Ukrainian children 
from Russian-occupied parts of 
Ukraine in the wake of the Febru-
ary 2022 invasion.

Ukraine has said that at least 
10,000 Ukrainian children were 
believed to have been deported to 
Russia without their parents. Lvo-
va-Belova in particular has lauded 
the practice of bringing Ukrainian 
children to Russia, and previously 
disclosed her own “adoption” of at 

least one Ukrainian child.

Putin, ICC judges said in a 

court-issued statement from The 

Hague, Netherlands, bears ulti-

mate responsibility for the trans-

fers, which constitute war crimes.

Russia does not recognize the 

ICC’s jurisdiction, and there is 

virtually no chance that Moscow 

would hand over Putin, or for that 

matter, any other suspects, in the 
absence of some dramatic devel-
opment such as regime change.

But Ukrainian officials hailed 
the court’s move as a landmark 
step toward attaining account-
ability.

“Wheels of justice are turning,” 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
wrote on Twitter.

Human rights groups applaud-
ed the court’s actions, even while 
acknowledging its practical limi-
tations.

“The ICC has made Putin a 
wanted man,” New York-based 
Human Rights Watch said in 
a statement. It called the war-
rant a first step toward ending 
“the impunity that has embold-
ened perpetrators in Russia’s war 
against Ukraine.”

The court’s action hands Putin 
membership in an exclusive but 
undesirable club. ICC arrest war-
rants have only ever been issued 
for two other serving presidents: 
Sudan’s Omar al Bashir and Lib-
ya’s Moammar Gadhafi.

Russia again scoffed at the 
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Russian President Vladimir Putin arrives to deliver his annual 
state of the nation address at the Gostiny Dvor conference centre 
in central Moscow on February 21. The International Criminal 
Court on Friday issued an arrest warrant for Putin and one of 
his government ministers, a largely symbolic step, but one that 
could resonate powerfully with those hoping to see top Kremlin 
leaders held to account for the war with Ukraine.

International Criminal Court  
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Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce 
Director of Workforce Development and 
Leadership Krychelle Smith and state Rep. 
Randy Wood share a laugh during a lun-
cheon for members of Leadership Calhoun 
County in Montgomery on Thursday.

‘Unconditional love’

BY BILL WILSON
wwilson@annistonstar.com

OXFORD — Barry Britt 
has been on a journey that 
no one would ever seek 
out. The love of his life 
— his wife, Patti — suc-
cumbed to Alzheimer’s last 
December after a years-
long battle against the 
disease that chips away a 
little bit of a person’s life, 
memory and the ability to 
function each day.  

Britt, 76, was featured 
in The Anniston Star two 
years ago when he visited 
his wife at the Cleburne 
County Nursing Home in 
Heflin during the peak of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
At that time he was allowed 
to communicate with 
his wife — whom he had 
married in 2007 — only 
through the window of her 
room until those restric-
tions were lifted. 

Patti had been admit-
ted to the nursing home on 
Dec. 11, 2020, after being 
diagnosed for Alzheimer’s 
in 2017. 

“I felt like that was one 
of the worst days in my life, 
to leave her over there, I 
had taken care of her at 
home for four and a half 
years, and when I left her 

over there I guess I cried 
all the way from Heflin 
back home just crying like 
a baby, I felt sorry for her 
and I knew she couldn’t 
help it,” Britt said.

Britt had contracted 
pneumonia and COVID-19 
that November, hamper-
ing him from being Patti’s 
caretaker. 

“I visited her almost 
every day, she got to where 
she could respond a little 
bit, she couldn’t talk and 
all Patti did the whole time 

she was there was walk and 
she walked in circles in 
the hall in the Alzheimer’s 
ward,” he said.

According to the Ala-
bama Department of Pub-
lic Health, Alzheimer’s 
is a progressive disease 
that destroys memory and 
other important mental 
functions. The disease 
strikes men and women 
alike and is irreversible. It 
is the most common cause 
of dementia, the loss of 

Oxford man shares story of wife’s 
decline, death due to Alzheimer’s

Photos by Bill Wilson/The Anniston Star

TOP:Barry Britt, right, visits his wife, Patti, at the 
Cleburne County Nursing Home in 2021. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, Britt has to visit her outside 
of her room’s window. ABOVE: Britt sits alone in 
a swing at the couple’s Oxford home after Patti’s 
death.
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