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Remembering the glow of
Alabama summers past

USREY

BY SUSAN COOK
Special to The Daily Home

I remember the first time I tasted honeysuckle.
Looking at the golden flower in my palm, I carefully pinched its green base
and slowly glided the white thread outward until I saw the clear drop of nectar at the end—the tiniest drop of sweetness that tasted like summer on my
tongue.
I found the honeysuckle in the woods behind my house while walking the
curving paths my father had carved into the soft earth.
So many summers spent in the dark green shade of these woods.
In the mornings, I’d follow my brother to the stream where we’d flip over
the mossy rocks, searching for salamanders and crawdads. We never caught
them, though. It was thrill enough to discover their hiding place and see them
scurry away.
Our cousin would join us most days, and we’d craft makeshift sailboats
to race in the ripples of the stream. I don’t think mine ever won, but I loved
to watch our flimsy but hopeful paper regatta. When the heat and humidity overwhelmed us, we jumped in clothes and all, into the deepest part of
the brook, shocked and delighted that water could be so cold when it was 95
degrees in the shade.
Some hazy afternoons, I would take a book and under the dappled light
fly through the pages, imagining I was the main character, and the adventure
was happening to me.
When I got older, my father, one Sunday summer afternoon, took me to
the river, where he taught me how to paddle our old aluminum canoe. There
was something freeing about navigating the waters and maneuvering wherever you wanted along the river’s path with just the slightest change of your
paddle.
My grandfather taught me how to fish––to recognize the feel of something
deep below the water’s surface nibbling on your line. To know when to yank
and begin reeling in the big one. He, more than anyone I’ve ever known,
taught me the value of patience. To enjoy the quiet stillness, the power of
waiting, and the reward if you do.
On certain summer nights, after a day spent fishing on the lake, we’d light
a bonfire. I still can’t resist the flames of a fire flickering softly in the quiet
summer night. Marshmallow-roasting sticks primed and ready, we toasted
the fluffy white puffs until they tasted like sugar struck by lightning. Afterward, we’d maybe sing a campfire song and gaze at the flames, or strike up a
game of UNO, Crazy Eights, or Rummikub if my Granny was around.
If I dive a little deeper, I remember seashells. Kneeling in the sand, not
worried about how I would get it off me, I collected seashells in a plastic ziplock bag. Some were gray, some were pink, and a lot were broken, but each
one I carefully stowed away. Back home on my twin bed, I’d carefully spread
them out to admire the pearly ridges wondering where they had traveled
before washing ashore near my feet. I showed my collection to an uncle I
barely knew, who treated each one like a rare treasure, reliving his summer
memories through my child’s eye point of view.
Nowadays, I wish I saw more fireflies, or “lightning bugs,” as I prefer to call
them. I look for them at dusk, but I rarely see their intermittent glowing. We
used to catch them in Mason jars with rough holes cut into the lids only to set
them free again when we were ready to turn in for the night.
Looking back over my summer memories, I used to think about how boring my life was growing up in the hot glow of those Alabama summers. But
time is our greatest teacher.
The memories of summer meld together until they, too, are like the drop
of nectar from the honeysuckle. So much contained in seemingly so little.

FUNERAL HOME
Our Family Serving Your Family
As We Would Be Served
Since 1927.

Mike Perry

Steve Perry

In Loving Memory of
Bill Perry

PRE-ARRANGEMENT PLANNING AVAILABLE

Usrey Funeral Home in Talladega.

Usrey Funeral Home in Pell City.

516 North Street E.
Talladega | 256-362-2344

21271 Highway 231 N.
Pell City | 205-338-0303

www.usreyfuneralhome.com
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Dr. Adia Winfrey: ‘We are
so much more alike than
we are different’
Talladega has hometown
candidate in this year’s
general election for
Congress
BY SAM PRICKETT
Special to The Daily Home

Submitted photo

Dr. Winfrey and Michelle French, secretary of the Randolph County Democratic
Party.

was meeting the constituents, that was
not the impression I got. It was amazing,
the support and feedback, even from
Republicans when they heard my platform and heard my story. They were just
supportive and encouraging.”
Winfrey’s platform heavily focuses on
education, especially the need to provide
students with career paths in agriculture,
citing the steady increase in the average
age of the American farmer. “We can do
a better job of preparing the next generation of farmers and the next generation
of people in agriculture,” she says. That
involves placing focus on cooperative
education and career tech programs in
schools throughout the district.
Talladega High School is a good
example of this, she says, “but that needs
to be more of the norm, not the exception to the rule.”
She also stresses the importance of
bringing broadband internet access
to Talladega County. “Broadband can
make our farmers more marketable and
can help them to be more competitive,
help them generate more revenue and
just find smarter, better, cleaner ways to
farm,” she says.
The COVID-19 pandemic brought
with it an increased need for broadband,
she said, both for socially distanced
communication and for students’ education. “The pandemic has really shown
that there’s a great variance in what education looks like within our district and
within our nation. We have to get real
about how we are funding the resources
that we are making available.”
The pandemic has also caused a shift
in the way campaigns are but Winfrey
says she’s heartened, not discouraged,
by the changes.
“When people were contacting me
last summer and driving up here to Talladega and asking me if I would run,
I was just telling them, ‘Guys, if I run
again, I’m doing everything outside the
box. The way politics is working now is
not working, and I feel like we need to
shake everything up.’ And boy, look at
what happened! We got shaken up.”
Her whole campaign has become virtual, she says.
“For me, it was a comfortable transition. I’m used to doing things virtually.
But it’s really been an adjustment helping the constituency get familiar with it,
especially since a lot of your hard-andfast supporters are typically older. But at
this point, I think people are really into
it. I’m personally kind of excited about
what this all ends up looking like.
“My prayers of course are with all of
us as we try to remain safe, as well as with
the families who have lost loved ones,
people who are sick. That’s been heartbreaking. But it’s my hope and prayer
that we can take this current moment
and stressful time and find ways to make
improvements within our community.”

Dr. Adia Winfrey didn’t grow up in
Talladega, but she’s always considered it
home.
Both her parents came from
deep-rooted Talladega families, and
even though she was born in Kentucky
and raised in Louisiana, they would constantly remind her “that this was where
I lived, that my home was in Talladega.
They made sure I realized it.”
Winfrey and her family moved to
Talladega in 2014, and now she’s running to represent the city and the rest
of Alabama’s Third District in Congress,
challenging Rep. Mike D. Rogers in the
November 3 general election.
Prior to entering politics, Winfrey,
who holds a doctorate in psychology,
had become well-known for publishing
the book Healing Young People thru
Empowerment (H.Y.P.E.): A Hip-Hop
Therapy Program for Black Adolescent
Boys, which was based on her doctoral dissertation. That book, published
in 2009, was intended “to help youth
explore emotional wellness and goal-setting,” but also looked at broader issues of
social justice and oppression within our
families and our communities.”
The book gained national attention,
and Winfrey appeared in Jet Magazine,
on NPR and on The Tom Joyner Morning
Show. “That rally changed my life,” she
says. To date, she says she’s trained “well
over 2,000 professionals” in the H.Y.P.E.
technique.
Winfrey didn’t decide to seek public
office until 2018. She’d been inspired to
enter politics while volunteering for Sen.
Doug Jones’ successful 2017 campaign.
The senator’s victory in Talladega County encouraged Winfrey to run for Rogers’
seat in the 2018 Democratic primary.
She lost to Mallory Hagan — who was
in turn defeated by Rogers in the general election — but she still describes that
campaign as “the most amazing experience” that taught her a lot about voters
in her district.
“One of the biggest lessons I learned
when I ran the first time is that we are so
much more alike than we are different,”
she says. “A lot of times we misjudge
our neighbors and make assumptions
about people before we even give them
a chance. I had to check a lot of my
assumptions at the door with that race.”
Winfrey, who was elected chair of
the Talladega County Democratic Party
last year, hadn’t planned to run for the
House seat again in 2020, but encouragement from people “all over the district”
changed her mind, she says.
“A lot of the calls I was getting were
from people who had supported my
opponent last time, who had watched
my race from the beginning. They liked
my innovation, they liked my focus on
agriculture and that we were able to
(Editor’s note: A profile of incumbent
build such a grassroots movement so U.S. Rep. Mike Rogers’ campaign will be
fast. They really felt that an energy and a published in an upcoming issue of The
spirit like that is what the district need- Daily Home during the month of July.)
ed to help unify people and get the vote
out. People were just
encouraging me from
that perspective, that
who I am as a person
and my background
could draw a lot of people in, even Republicans.”
Much like Jones, who
ran on a campaign platform of “finding common ground,” Winfrey
says she hopes to appeal
to voters “from diverse
Providing Affordable Income-Based
backgrounds” and from
Public Housing For Families and Persons
across the partisan
With Disabilities
divide.
1-2-3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOMES
“I am an African
American woman, and
Accepting Applications
when I first ran, more
No Appointment Needed
than a few people told
me that I didn’t stand a
250 6th Avenue SW
chance. Why was I runChildersburg
ning in this area? But
when I actually ran and
(256) 378-6008
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CHILDERSBURG - VINCENT
HOUSING AUTHORITY

New Friends.
New Beginnings.

Start your Apartment Search here!
TALLADEGA & ST. CLAIR COUNTIES

River Bend

Waterfront Apartments

(205) 884-4400 • (800) 226-4402 • riverbendapts@centurytel.net

1 Bedroom
- $570 mo.
2 Bedroom starting at - $600 mo.
3 Bedroom starting at - $800 mo.
Nestled in a quiet neighborhood,
surrounded by Logan Martin Lake,
River Bend Apartments offers quiet,
clean and affordable apartment living.

•Swimming Pool •Boat Launch & Boat Parking •Playground
•Laundry Room •Fitness Center •Washer/Dryer Connections
•Dishwasher • Central Heat & Air

Visit www.river-bend-apts.com for a virtual tour!

Jubilee Townhomes
3 & 4 Bedroom Townhomes | $710/3BR & $830/4BR.
Offering garages and numerous other wonderful amenities.

205-338-2253

Located approx. 1/2 miles from Walgreens on Hazelwood Drive

Tdd (hearing impaired) #: 1-800-548-2546

Autumn Trace
Apartments
1400 Autumn Lane • Sylacauga

256.249.2126

1, 2, 3 Bedrooms, all electric, private balconies and patios, W/D conn,
on-site laundry mat, video surveillance. Garbage and pest control included.

NEW OWNERSHIP - NEW LOOK
Great Features:
Spacious 1, 2,and 3 Bedroom Apartments
Full Size Washer & Dryer Connections
Playground & Pool
24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

1103 23rd St. N.
Pell City, AL 35125

Great Location:
Minutes to I-20 & Only 10 Miles to Honda
Corporate Apartments Available

205.338.4922

For qualified applicants

NOW LEASING

FOR SYLACAUGA GARDEN APARTMENTS I, II, III
AND HERITAGE.
1 & 2 BR for individuals and families. Amenities include: Fully furnished
kitchen, Carpet & Vinyl, Gazebo & Playground, Maintenance & Lawn Care,
On site management office, W&D hookups, Garbage service provided.

1900 Garden Drive – Sylacauga

For additional info contact Site Manager at

256-245-6656

Clarion Cove

2610 18th Ave. South,
Pell City, AL 35128

Conveniently located just off Martin Street South, Clarion Cove offers a peaceful
living environment, yet city conveniences are only minutes away.
Energy efficient apartment homes and townhomes offering: superior kitchens with
electric range, refrigerator, dishwasher, ample storage, washer dryer connections
and much more. Clarion Cove also offers a beautiful clubhouse with a computer
center, free WIFI, laundry facility and manicured landscaping.

Now Leasing!

Call 205-338-7007
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Lakeside Grill owners Keith Clements and Nicole Anderson

For a taste of the beach on Logan Martin,
visit Lakeside Grill on Coosa Island
BY JOELL REGAL
Special to The Daily Home

As I made my way down Coosa Island Road two Friday afternoons ago, I couldn’t help but notice the strong
sensation of community, family, and small town vibes that only lakeside living can provide.
Nostalgia was evident in the air and also within Lakeside Grill. As I walked into the new restaurant, I felt transported from Coosa Island Marina to Coosa Island Beach. Fully engulfed by a sea of aqua blue paint and apparel, appropriately paired with the light sand-colored pine of the patio, the open garage doors provided an airy, beachy feel that
I have yet to experience east of Birmingham.

41 EminenceWay
Suite A
Pell City, AL 35125

205-884-9000
•Primary & Specialist Care

(Including Orthopedics, Cardiology,
Gastroenterology and General Surgery)

•Family Wellness Care
•Women’s Health
•Jotani Asethetics
•Sports Medicine
•Onsite Physical Therapy
•Pediatric Care

We’re your hometown Doctors and so much more...

Dr. Ilinca Prisacara

Dr. Rick Jotani

Dr. Barry Collins

Adrienne Slaughter, CRNP
Zane Kelly, CRNP

Misty Ralyea, CRNP

Now Offering Massage Therapy | Dermatologist Coming In August
000277258r1

EXTENDED HOURS CLINIC: Saturday 9 am -2 pm; Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm
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Come In And
Check Out Our
2020 Jeep Inventory

Service Special

Free Pre-Summer 33 point
vehicle inspection
Get your car or truck checked and serviced before
Summer Heat sets in.
Bring in the coupon for your free inspection today.

We Service All Vehicles
Monday - Friday 7am - 5pm | Saturday 7am - 1:30 pm

2605 Dr. John Haynes Drive, Pell City
w w w.mcsweeney C D J R .com

205-814-7300
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The light, colorful and festive décor at Lakeside Grill brings a touch of the
beach to Logan Martin Lake.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Satisfied patrons enjoying some of the signature dishes on Lakeside
Grill’s menu.

With such menu entries as “Sunsets and Smiles” and food served on
frisbees, I knew I would enjoy my
Lakeside Grill experience. I began
with Nicole’s BBQ Tots, which were
loaded with grilled chicken (also
available with pork), drizzled with
both barbeque sauce and ranch
dressing and topped with a jalapeno
popper. I think I literally left one tot
in the basket when Captain Keith’s

PVC Pipe
Solutions
Packaging
Custom
Fabrication
Hawk Plastics was awarded
Top Plastic Pipe Profile &
Tubing Extruder Awards
for 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019
PVC Sewer Pipe With Integral
Bell-Gasketed Joints
PVC Perforated Pipe - Core Tubes
Custom Cylinders - Ragglesticks

Largest Project To Date; Supplying
Pipe For Vogtle 3 & 4 Nuclear Power
Plants’ Cooling Towers
Organized 35 years ago, Hawk Plastics started
production in 1985, in the former Beaunit building
on Plant Road. Now, 35 years later, by the grace of
God, the Hawk is still flying. Hawk Plastics is one of
the oldest, American owned PVC pipe producers in
the USA, and has operated with the same name from
the beginning. Hawk has maintained a steady 24-hour
workforce, with as many as 40 employees on a 3-shift
operation, through 8 years of economic slowdown.
Hawk has a current no lost time accident streak of over
8 years; again by the grace of God.

800-467-4295 (HAWK)
www.hawkplasticscorp.com

000276784r1

193 First Rd, Childersburg, AL 35044

Randy

WOOD

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 36
Pd. Pol. Adv. by Randy Wood, P.O. Box 4432, Anniston, AL 36204

000274487R1

Hawk is the exclusive U.S. Manufacturer of patented
Ragglesticks used to create compact, stable,
packaging and storing of cylindrical objects such
as pipe, tubing, rolls, drums and barrels. Invented
by the founders of Hawk Plastics, Ragglesticks are
marketed and sold by RAGGLESTICK Packaging.

000274606r1
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Once I sat down with owner Nicole
Anderson, I learned that she and her
business partner, Keith Clements,
have combined backgrounds in culinary arts, real estate, boathouse construction and restaurant consulting:
the perfect recipe for a legacy. “We
kind of married the two backgrounds
so that we could create something
fun. We love the lake, and we wanted
something for the people here.”
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Cajun Alfredo rolled in like the tide. House-made
alfredo sauce (Keith’s recipe), perfectly tender
shrimp with a hint of spice and a colorful trio of
peppers almost had me licking my plate. But I’m
a lady and remembered I was out in public, so I
chose to spoon the last of the sauce into my mouth
instead.
As the sun was setting, I ended my meal with
the chocolate peanut butter pie, appropriately listed under the “Sunsets and Smiles” portion of the
menu. Chocolate, peanut butter, a sunset and a
lake… of course I was smiling. Who wouldn’t be?
Lakeside Grill not only offers a variety of food
options but plenty of memorabilia as well. Similar
to a beachside souvenir shop, Lakeside sells hats,
koozies, keychains, t-shirts, and you guessed it –
frisbees. There’s live music on weekends, a bar and
plenty of parking for both cars and boats.
When asked how they were able to pull off such
a successful restaurant opening right in the middle
of the COVID-19 pandemic, Nicole’s response was
as endearing and hopeful as the very children who
played on the lawn right in front of us: “Does it matter if you have faith in the Lord? Does it matter if
you have an amazing community of support? What
is there to be afraid of?”
Well, when you put it like that, Nicole, I guess
there is nothing to be afraid of. Coosa Island may
be small, but it’s home to big flavors, fond memories and a lighthouse of inspiration at a time when
the lakeside community needs it most, thanks to
Lakeside Grill.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Lakeside Grill is a new waterfront restaurant on Coosa Island

Shop
Pell
City!
Your dollars go farther - so you don’t have to.
Supporting local businesses helps create jobs and keep our community on the grow!

Located inside The Old Gray Barn

The most experienced locksmith in the
area for all your auto lock and key needs!
Serving all of St. Clair, Shelby
and Talladega Counties.

Family Owned,
Competitive Prices,
After Hour Service

A versatile collection of sea-inspired shades for
eyes, checks and lips provides the perfect palette
for summery, travel-friendly looks.

cosmetics

Serving the area since 1975.

1915 Cogswell Ave, Ste. 1
Pell City, AL 35125

Monday - Friday 8AM - 6PM

1604 Martin Street South
Pell City, AL 35128 | 205-338-9872

205-338-2625

Merle Norman Cosmetic Studios have been independently owned and operated since 1931.

COMMUNITY CREDIT Collector’s Showcase
NMLS #206219

Giving you the MONEY
you need
and the CREDIT
YOU DESERVE!!!
Loans from
$250 to $10,000
with approved
application.

•Consumer Loans •Personal •Automobile
•Real Estate (land only) •Mobile Homes

We Now Have Farmhouse Accessories
Plant
Close-Out Sale
most plants 50% off

New Pottery shipment,
assortment of iron, wooden chairs,
swings and arbors, yard art, fairy
garden supplies and an array of
rare perennial and annual flowers.

Open Mon.-Sat. 10:00am-6:00pm

Frank and Diane Seals

Call Sherry Beene for ANY type
of loan you may need!
NMLS #206244

1912 Cogswell Ave., Pell City
205-338-4433

4504 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, Alabama 35125

205.338.0855

FedEx and UPS Authorized
Shipping Center

HOME DECOR
DECORATING SERVICES
HOME STAGING

We
offer gifts,
home decor,
decorating
services, custom
silk flower
arrangements,
event planning &
decor, home staging,
and much more!
Wednesday Saturday
10am-6pm
Like Us on
Facebook

1910 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125

1605 Martin St. S. | Suite 4
Pell City, AL 35128

205-338-0791

(409) 781-3441

Monkey Bizniss

We opened our doors with one goal in
mind, to make every girl, no matter
of age or size, look and feel beautiful
We are open
Tues. - Fri. 11 til 5, Sat. 11 til 4

1916A Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, Alabama

Like Us On

205-884-2230

YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP FOR
SERVICE, REPAIR, & ACCESSORIES
We have a perfect golf cart for you and everything you need!

1818 Cogswell Ave. | Pell City

(205) 338-1795
1818 Cogswell
Avenue, Pell City

(205) 338-1795

• The finest in new and
pre-owned golf carts
• Expert assistance & over
20 years experience
• Prompt and friendly service
• A wide selection of parts
and accessories
• Service after the sale
We offer a full line of new or
pre-owned gas and electric
golf carts, which can be
modified or customized
to fit your specific needs.
Reconditioned golf carts are
completely disassembled
and restored with new parts.

Eclipse CBD, Bath & Body,
Gummies and full spectrum tinctures.

WANDA’S Silk Flowers
•Floral Arrangements
•Funeral Sprays
•Holiday Decorations
•Decortative Selections
•Silk Flowers
For Any Occasion

3508 Cogswell Ave
Pell City, AL 35125
Inside the Pink Store

205-913-1942

Hours: Monday – Friday 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Saturday: 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS • PARTS • ACCESSORIES
www.southlandgolfcarts.com
2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd.
Vincent, AL 35178

205-525-0131
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Talladega native represents her hometown
in Miss Universe organization

Special Projects Editor

Resources
f or W omen

•Pregnancy Test
•Pregnancy Education
•Ultrasounds(limited)
•Post Abortion Support
•Adoption Referrals
•Pre-natal & Parenting Class
•Abstinence Education •Peer Counseling
•Post Miscarriage & Infant Loss Support
Our Mission is to provide physical,
emotional, and spiritual support to women,
men, and families in our community.

1259 AL Highway 21 - Sylacauga

256-208-8888

resourcesforwomen@gmail.com

Trust your Heart and Vascular needs to
Birmingham Heart Clinic
LEADERS IN:
•Chest Pain & Hypertension
•Minimally Invasive Therapies for the Heart
and Upper/Lower Extremities
•Treatment of AFIB
•Venous and Vascular Treatment of the Legs
•Cardiac and Vascular Imaging

BirminghamHeart.com

FREE SERVICES
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It was an early Tuesday afternoon in
June, and Brittany Harvell was enjoying
some time by the water after finishing
her college finals online that morning.
“It’s so peaceful and relaxing here,”
Miss Talladega USA said as she sat on
Logan Martin Lake’s Talladega shoreline.
“I love the sunshine and the fresh air and
listening to the birds chirp. I’m all about
summer, and being out here by the water
is great stress relief. I don’t have to think
about school or anything else.”
School was soon back on the horizon
for her, as she has resumed graduate
studies in physical therapy at the University of South Alabama, but before she
did, Harvell spoke with The Daily Home
about her hometown, her studies, and
how, as Miss Talladega USA, she could
potentially become Miss Universe.
What does it mean to you to be representing your hometown of Talladega
in the Miss Universe organization?
“I am so excited to have the opportunity to represent my hometown in the
state and hopefully national competitions. Throughout my time in the Talladega City School System, I served as
an ambassador, cheerleader and much
more. I was always doing what I could to
positively represent my town, and I am
so thankful I get to continue to do so this
time in a much bigger light.”

How did you become Miss Talladega USA?
“For the Miss Alabama USA competition, you must apply and be chosen
from many qualified applicants throughout the state. You then choose your title
depending on the area you are from or
reside in.
You’re preparing for the Miss Alabama USA pageant. When and where
will the pageant be?
“Due to the unforeseen circumstances with COVID-19, the Miss Alabama
USA competition will more than likely be pushed back to a later date. Until
then, I will have even more time to be
fully prepared in all areas of competition.
After winning the title of Miss Alabama
USA, which I am hopeful will happen, I
will spend the year serving the wonderful state of Alabama while preparing to
compete in the national pageant for the
title of Miss USA, which leads to the Miss
Universe pageant. The state pageant is
just the beginning to many new opportunities and personal growth, and I am so
excited for what is in store.”
Have you participated in pageants
before?
“Yes. I competed in my first pageant
at the age of 6. I continued doing local,
school and scholarship pageants all
the way through high school and some
during undergrad, where I have won
numerous titles. During my time at Talladega High School, I was Miss Freshman,
Miss Sophomore, Miss Junior and finally
went on to become Miss THS my senior

Call Today To Schedule An
Appointment Near You

BHC Trussville
100 Pilot Medical Dr.
Ste. 300
Birmingham
205.856.2284

BHC Vain Center
100 Pilot Medical Dr.
Ste. 185
Birmingham
205.815.4800

BHC at St. Vincent’s
Gardendale
2217 Decatur Hwy.
Gardendale
205.518.7660

BHC at Northside
Medical Center
74 Plaza Dr. Ste. 2B
Pell City
205.815.4818

BHC at St. Vincent’s
Blount
150 Gilbreath Dr.
Oneonta
205.274.3323
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Relationships
are not the
only thing
we build,
but they are
the most
important.

year. However, the Miss Alabama USA
competition is one of the biggest I will
have ever competed in. I have already
been preparing for months and will
bring my best self in order to represent
Talladega.”
How supportive has the community been of your role as Miss Talladega
USA?
“They have been so supportive in
my journey to Miss Alabama USA. The
City of Talladega has been so generous
in becoming one my official sponsors
for the pageant, along with Mayor Ragland being so invested as well. I have
just begun going around to businesses
in the Talladega area looking for sponsors, which is what helps pay the fees
for the completion, and I am grateful
for all the support and donations I have
already received.
“Over the next few months, I will
continue going to businesses in hopes
to have enough sponsors to cover the
majority of the fees for the statewide
pageant. I also plan to host a couple of
benefit nights at local restaurants in the
future as well. I have also had many people in the community follow my Facebook and Instagram pages, Miss Talladega USA 2021, to follow along on my
journey as well as send well wishes. I am
blown away at all of the love and support
I have gotten from my hometown.”
What are your favorite memories
of growing up in Talladega?
“Definitely Friday night lights or just
cheering in general. I cheered for Zora
Ellis my seventh and eighth grade years,
serving as captain my eighth grade year.
I then cheered on the THS junior varsity squad my ninth grade year and the
THS Varsity squad my 10th, 11th, and
12th grade years and served as captain
my senior year. As a cheerleader, we
spent a lot of time in the community

going to elementary schools each week
for pep rallies and hosting community
wide pep rallies. I remember as a little
girl going to football games and looking
up to the cheerleaders, wanting to be
like them someday and to eventually
have that opportunity to serve as a role
model for others was so rewarding.”
What has been your path since finishing high school?
“I graduated high school in 2016 as
class valedictorian. I then furthered my
education by receiving my bachelor’s
degree in exercise science at Auburn
University, where I did so in only three
years while maintaining a perfect 4.0
GPA. Two weeks after graduating from
Auburn, I moved to Mobile where I am
now in the doctor of physical therapy
program at the University of South Alabama and am set to earn my degree in
May of 2022. Upon graduation, I plan
to work with the geriatric population
and in a neuro rehabilitation center or
nursing home.”
How would you describe yourself?
“I think passionate and hard-working are good words to describe me.
I constantly set goals that I am passionate about and work until I achieve
them. I hope that through the Miss Universe Organization as well as the career
I have chosen, that I am able to make a
difference and serve those around me.
I make sure that I always have a ‘why’ to
what I am doing and work diligently to
achieve the things I have set for myself.”
What is something an acquaintance might be surprised to know
about you?
“Some people may be surprised to
know that as much as I love competing
in pageants and getting all dressed up, I
also like to hunt and fish.”

Goodgame Company, Inc., Is A
Proud Partner of AOD Credit Union

At Goodgame Company, Inc.,
we don’t just deliver a
quality product, we
deliver a quality experience.
That’s what has kept
our customers coming
back since 1955.
Let us show you the
Goodgame difference.

We’d like to get to know you.

Goodgame Company, Inc.
2311 3rd Avenue South
Pell City, AL 35128
205.338.2551
goodgamecompany.com
@ goodgamecompany

Goodgame Company, Inc., is an
award-winning supplier of the
American Buildings Company.
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My Home Town Scenes

Jayden Macon Watches
The Sun Set On Logan
Martin After A Fun Filled
Day Of Fishing.

Dawson Macon
Loves Fishing On
Logan Martin And
The Outdoors With
Family.

Photos Are Submitted
By Lacey Hullett of Lincoln, Alabama.

Nicholas Bynum Enjoys The Warmth Of The Sun While Waiting On The
Big Catch Of The Day.

We are Locally Managed
and Operated...Our Staff

INVITES YOU
to Check Us Out

2301 Motes Rd., Sylacauga, AL

256-369-9774

Crestview Apartments

296 Oak St. West, Alexander City, AL

256-397-5483

256-249-3828

256-369-4606
Childersburg, AL

Affordable Energy Efficent and Modern Apartments wherever you want to live in the Sylacauga,
Childersburg or Alexander City Area. Locally Managed. On-site and ProActive Management
and a staff who cares about you. Let US Help YOU find your new home.

www.childersburgapartments.com
www.alexandercityapartments.com

www.thelandingsofsylacauga.com
www.sylacaugaapartments.com

Ask About Our Rent Specials!

000277146r1
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SLEEPING GIANT OAK GROVE
FEED & TACK
VET CLINIC
256-249-2527
Sarah B. Smith, DVM

39925 U.S. Hwy. 280, Sylacauga, AL

256-362-8977
Talladega

LINCOLN
VETERINARY CLINIC

vet@lincolnvet.com
275 Magnolia St. S.
Lincoln, Alabama 35096

Dog Obedience
Training Classes
256-592-0335
Ju li e Moon , Instructor

Phone 205-763-8387

2308 Mays Dr.
205-338-3556
Located in Cropwell
(next to
Union State Bank)

GALEN H. SIMS, D.V.M.

•Small Animal Medicine & Surgery
•Offering Laser Surgery & Therapy
•Boarding & Grooming Available
•Offering Ultrasound and Digatherm

Plants, Seed and Fertilizer

CABANISS

FEED & FARM SUPPLY
1301 Quarry Road – Sylacauga, AL 35151

256-249-3090 • 256-401-3200
Owner – Ashley Cabaniss

Call or Text Scottilynn McClellan, owner 256-375-5598
or Kelly Hicks 256-362-1411
507 Battle St. East, Talladega, Al 35160
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/THEBARKPORCHPETPARLOR

Lawn Mowers
Garden Seed and Supplies

205-338-4342

Hwy. 231 North Pell City / Ragland
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

205-338-4342
crfeedsupply@centurytel.net

“It’s what the pets have in mind.”
CAGE FREE
BOARDING SUITES
KRISTY SPRADLEY
Professional Pet Stylist

335 Cogswell Ave. | Pell City

205.812.2275

Bath Only Includes: A warm bath and massage, expressing glands, nail
trim, sanitary clip, ear canals cleaned and hair removed if necessary.
Full Groom Includes: A custom designed haircut....
PLUS, all Bath Only Services.

By appointment only.
We are open Mon. – Fri. 8 am to 5 pm, Wed. 8 am to 12 Noon

210 Calhoun Ave | Sylacauga
Call for an appointment

256-249-8430

1220 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128

205-884-3412
•Imaging & Diagnostic Services
•Vaccines
•State of the art surgical suite
for soft tissue and orthopedics
•Laser Therapy
•Dental Care
•Radiography
•Parasite Prevention & Control
•Large Animal Care
•Grooming & Bathing
•Boarding & more

We also offer Wellness plans that make exceptional care for your pets more affordable!
2718 Martin St. S.
Cropwell, AL 35054

205-884-4104
000277114r1
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Welcome To The
Piggly Wiggly
Always the freshest
PRODUCE, MEAT AND DAIRY

Thank You For Letting Us
Be A Part Of Your Family!

TALLADEGA • 320 W. BATTLE ST.

OFFICE 256-362-7949, DELI 362-7956

PHARMACY

MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M., SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

OFFICE 256-249-4836

MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M., SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

SYLACAUGA • 1351 WEST FORT WILLIAMS ST.
OFFICE 256-249-8989

MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.,
SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

PHARMACY

CHILDERSBURG • 1068 1ST STREET N.W.
OFFICE 256-378-5795
PHARMACY
MON-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

LINCOLN • 105 MAGNOLIA ST., SOUTH
OFFICE 205-763-7112

MON.-THURS. 6 A.M.-9 P.M.
FRI.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M., SUN. 7 A.M. - 9 P.M.

We accept Visa, Mastercard & Discover • Money Orders Available • Food Stamps & WIC Accepted

000274636r1
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T.B.Turner

GIFTS & INTERIOR DESIGN
Men’s Wear

Store Hours Mon.-Thurs. 9-6; Fri. & Sat. 9-9

Suit$Sale$
to

30 Spring St. N.
Talladega, AL 35160

256-362-2883

•Makeup •Clothing
•Brighton Accessories
•Much More!

113 Court St. N. | Talladega

256.223.0908
Off Off
45 100
TALLADEGA OFFICE MACHINES, LLC MARGARET’S BEAUTY SALON
Entire Stock

Come Visit Our
Beauty Playground

•Repurposed Furniture
•Home Decor
•Handcrafted Gifts
•Gourmet Foods

On The Square Talladega - 256-362-2631
Over 1200
Suits

Merle Norman Cosmetics &
Designer Corner Boutique

Specializing In The
Latest Styles & Color
Men, Women & Children

Fax 256-362-6444

FOR APPOINTMENTS
CALL

ALL IN ONE PLACE!
109 Johnson Ave., Talladega • 256-362-3232
Serving ContraCtorS, Do-it-YourSelferS, CatererS,
Meeting anD PartY PlannerS in the tallaDega region
•Bobcat Loaders
•Trenchers
•Airless Paint Sprayers
•Air Compressors
•Breaking & Demo Hammers

•Cut-Off & Concrete Saws
•Scaffolding
•Linens - Many Colors
•Canopy Tents
•Tables (All Sizes)

256-268-7528

Sharp Copiers
& Fax Machines
Sales and Service

780 Talladega Creek Rd.
Margaret Langley - Stylist
Talladega

®

•Skirting
•Chairs
•Chafing Dishes
•Inflatables

Center

206 S. Tinney St., Talladega • 256-362-2433
Mon. - Fri. 7 am - 5 pm

BILL STANFORD AUTOMOTIVE

411 EAST ST. NO., TALLADEGA
(BETWEEN THE RAILROAD TRACKS AND JACK’S)

256-268-8995

S&R

PAINT &

hop

Owner
Scott Ramsey

•Auto Body Experts
•Insurance Work Welcome
•Free Estimates
506 Korreckt Dr., Lincoln

205-763-1905

Grand Reopening

General Store
Open Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Offering Workshop Classes in
Home Decor & Crafts for Adults & Children
Antiques & Collectibles, Chalk Paint,
“Dixie Bell” Hand Crafted Items,
Chalk Couture Design

SEVERAL VEHICLES
TO CHOOSE FROM!

PRICES STARTING AT

$

159

PER
MO

(see dealer for details)

Bill Stanford
Owner

Talla Floral
Best Quality
For The Best Price
108 E. Court Square
Talladega • 256-362-3092
tallafloral@tallafloral.com

Midway Auto Parts
Highway 78 • Lincoln, AL

Full Line Auto Parts,
Automotive Paint & Supplies

BUTANE & PROPANE GAS
Residential • Commercial

NO ROUTES
NO FEES
Dependable & Affordable Propane Service
218 Coosa St. E.,Talladega
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 4 pm

256-362-2651

CLARK’S

INSURANCE CENTER

OF TALLADEGA
LOURAINE ROBERTS
•RESIDENTIAL
•BUSINESS
•COMMERCIAL
RACHEL HAYNES
•GARAGE LIABILITY
106 S. Court Square 256-362-3548

For tax preparation you can count on

STOREY’S
TAX SERVICE
Years of valuable experience as an IRS
registered tax preparer.

Tax preparation, tax planning, bookkeeping,

and so much more.
111 Court Street North • Talladega

256-362-5571

Serving Talladega Area Since 1970

I’ll help you drive happy.
Switch & Save.

Cathy Robertson • 256-362-4930
Griffin Laser Engraving LLC
•Awards •Trophies
•Powder Coating
•Lovepop Cards
•Hand Turned Pens
•Icicle Sunglasses
•Personalized
Yeti Products

Auto Parts 205-763-7756
Midway Commercial 205-763-1442

Residential &
Light Commercial

DEW ELECTRIC
Over 20 Years of Experience
118 Stephens St.
Munford

256-223-1380

212 E. Battle St.
Talladega, AL 35160
Home & Rental Insurance
Auto Insurance •Life Insurance
Our mission is to help people manage the risks
of everyday life, recover from the unexpected
and realize their dreams.

Rex Griffin • 256•362•2878

77 AUTO LLC.
101 Haynes Street, Talladega (next to Buddy’s BBQ)

256-268-8877

A down payment and your license
will get you in a vehicle.
Stop by today and let us put you on the road!

GREAT DEALS ON PRE-OWNED!

47762 Hwy 78 • Lincoln, AL • 205-763-0000
Mon-Fri 10-5:30
griffinlaser@gmail.com
Kandi Griffin, owner

TWO FRIENDS FLORIST
Spring and Summer Flowers
are going out and
Fall Flowers are coming in
We can design the flower arrangement
you need for any occasion.
ORDER EARLY!
34 James Ave., Old Downtown Lincoln

205-763-3015

EKG

AUTO CENTER
EKGautocenter@yahoo.com

(256) 368-3496

734 Stone Ave., Talladega

Jackie Swinford

TALLADEGA COUNTY
COMMISSION
DISTRICT 1

Continued Leadership
You Can Trust!
Pd.
Oxford,ALAL36268
36203
Pd.Pol.
Pol.Adv.
Adv.bybyJackie
JackieSwinford,
Swinford,230
POWillow
Box 7,Rd.,
Munford,

000277113r1

YEAR
ROUND
SERVICE

Butch Carter
Sales

For all your laser engraving needs, from traditional to unique

Amish Food Available

LuLu’s General Store and More

Allen Tillman
Sales

GET MORE - SAVE MORE!

•Cheese •Butter •Jelly •Relish •Other

ON THE SQUARE-TALLADEGA • 102 COURT ST. EAST
Located just up from Talla Floral 205-753-3969

Cheryl Cate
General Mgr.

Page 2B Weekend, July 11, 2020

MY HOME TOWN

The Daily Home

Representing her hometown at Miss Alabama
Miss Childersburg Annie Ozment serves
her community

Submitted photo

Miss Childersburg Annie Ozment with her parents, Jimmy and Vicky Ozment

Special to The Daily Home

The stresses and
challenges of the
COVID-19 pandemic
haven’t discouraged
Miss Childersburg.

A product of The Daily Home

LINCOLN
PHARMACY

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PHARMACY

Friendly, helpful service
with a wide range of
convenient products.

Open: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

99 Magnolia St., South • Lincoln

®

2071 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Hwy. | Sylacauga AL 35151

Phone: +1 256 245 1777 | Fax: +1 256 245 0606

Omya has an unwavering commitment to quality and total
customer satisfaction through leadership in manufacturing
technology, product innovation, application expertise,
incomparable service, and an exceptional understanding of
our customers’ needs. We pride ourselves on continuous direct
customer communications to understand their changing needs
for new product development and logistical support.

Omya Inc. is pleased to have been a part of the
Sylacauga and surrounding communities since 1992.

000274507r1
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“I have always believed that God will
place me exactly where I am supposed
to be at the moment I am supposed to be
there,” Annie Ozment said. “In a time as
uncertain as now, I am just living life one
day at a time and trusting in the Lord’s
plan.”
As the reigning Miss Childersburg,
Ozment will represent her hometown in
the Miss Alabama pageant, which was
scheduled for this summer but has been
postponed until next year due to the pandemic.
“Typically, title holders in the Miss
Alabama organization hold their titles for
a year, but we get to hold them for another
year due to this year’s circumstances,” she
said. “With this opportunity of another
year, I hope to be able to continue to set
examples for the youth of Childersburg by
giving back to the community and raising
funds for people in need of food in our
town and surrounding areas. During this
time I am blessed to be able slow down a

little, reflect and set new goals.”
Ozment, a graduate of Childersburg
High School and a senior psychology
major at Auburn University, has a very
outgoing personality, is a young woman
of many talents and has a passion to help
others, serve her community and make a
difference .
“It is such an honor to represent my
hometown and share my love for the
town that helped make me who I am,” she
said. “To work with Alabama Childhood
Food Solutions as their spokesperson for
many years is a great opportunity, but to
help during these times is very special. It
warms my heart to see the youth of our
community so eager to serve and help.”
Aside from her dedication to her community, Ozment has pursued the study
of psychology toward the goal of applying for occupational therapy school.
Before attending Auburn, in high school,
Ozment was a well-rounded high school
student. She played volleyball, golf,
cheered and danced. She credits all of
those endeavors with helping prepare her
to seek the title of Miss Alabama.
“Preparing for Miss Alabama teaches
you so much more about yourself than
you could ever imagine. The amount
of determination it takes to be properly
prepared is incredible. Throughout my
pageant journey, I had to switch my talent from clogging, due to an ankle injury,
to singing. Singing in front of thousands
of people is something I never imagined,
but with an amazing support system and
hard work, I was able to build the confi-

205-763-7759

Website: http://www.omya-na.com
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MILLERS
BBQ

Welcome To

765 Ft. Lashley Ave., Talladega

256-761-0187
CAN’T GET OUT
FOR LUNCH?
CALL US WE’LL DELIVER!

MEXICAN
RESTAURANT
75301 Hwy. 77, Lincoln

205-763-2266

CUSTOM PIZZA
65290 AL Hwy. 77 • Talladega

256-362-3339

Hibachi Sushi Asian

111 Stephen J. White Blvd.
Suite 115, Talladega • 256-268-8608

BEST PIZZA IN TOWN!
DOUGH & PRODUCE FRESH DAILY

LUNCH SPECIALS

Hibachi and Asian Wok ~ 11 am - 2:30 pm

STROMBOLIS, HOAGIES
& CHICKEN ALFREDO

Serving Sake, Beer & Wine

DINE IN • DELIVERY • PICK-UP
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

•Appetizers
•Asian Wok Entrees
•Lo Meins
•Fried Rice
•Soups and Salads •Sushi Rolls and Dinners
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 11 am - 2:30 pm and 4:30 pm - 9 pm;
Sat. 11 am - 9:30 pm; Sun. 11 am - 9 pm

DINE-IN OR TAKE-OUT

First
House
Chinese Restaurant
FREE
GLAZED
DONUT

NEW TEMPORARY HOURS
Mon.-Tues. 11:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wed.-Thurs. 11:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
107 Johnson Ave. • Talladega

PELL CITY
LOCATION ONLY

Meat, 2 Vegetables,
Bread & Drink

$

8.99

Open M-F 6 a.m.
Sat. 6 a.m.

Specialty Coffees & Cafe
Style Menu
Dining Room Open & Curb Service

Sylacauga (256)487-6055
Childersburg (256)346-3051

The Italian Cafe

PIZZA •PASTA •ROLLS •SUBS

Dine in or carry-out

77 7th Ave.
Ashville, AL

SUNDAY-THURSDAY
10:30 AM - 3 PM
FRIDAY OPEN TIL 8 PM

Call In Order:
Allow 10-15
Minutes

205-594-5777

Thank You For Your Business!

Summer
Time...
Margarita
Time

Every Day Should Be Tuesday

612 Martin St. So., Pell City
205-338-TACO (8226)

Traditional Mexican Dishes

THE ONE & ONLY

UB TTS TO GO
BARBECUE

BUTTS | RIBS | WINGS & MORE

205.884.2888
THE ARK

FAMILY RESTAURANT

Come eat with us and eat
some of the best catfish
you’ll ever have!

BEST
FOOD TOO!

Hwy 231 South
Town Park Plaza • Pell City, AL

205.884.2195

256-362-8851

FULL BREAKFAST MENU
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

facebook.com/daylight.pellcity

205.338.8700

Homestyle
Cafe

Sun. - Wed. 11AM - 9PM
Thur. - Sat. 11AM - 10PM

256-480-3132

Specializing In:
Specialty Coffees,
Homemade
WE CATER
Pastries & Treats
FULL MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

BUDDY’S BBQ

Pell City, AL 35125
(Next to Auto Zone)

Can not be combined
with any other coupon
705 Martin St. N. Suite 2

Two Sisters
LUNCH SPECIALS

(Inside Domino’s Bldg.)

103 Haynes St., Talladega

Downtown Childersburg
918 1st Street SW
256-346-3511

No cash value

Expires 8/31/2020

256-362-0505

DAILY

CATFISH
SHRIMP BOIL
GRILLED SALMON

709 E. Battle St.,Talladega

OPEN TUESDAY – SUNDAY

DRIVE-THRU ONLY

---->OPEN DAILY<----

710 E. Battle Street • Talladega • 256-315-0600
SOUTHERN HOMESTYLE
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS
STARTING AT $6.99
Come try our handcut ribeyes, hand
battered chicken wings & fingers, oysters,
fresh shrimp (grilled or fried)

‘

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE DAILY HOME, CALL 256-235-9253

The Daily Home

Open 7 days a week
Tues. through Thurs. 10:30am-6 pm
Fri & Sat. 10:30 am -8 pm

1700 Martin St N., Pell City, AL

205-338-1443

•BBQ Plates •Ribs •Brisket •Chicken •Steak
•Fish & Seafood •Sandwiches and Desserts
Check Us Out Online

www.gimmegrub.com/rgoldenrulebbqpellcity.html

13030 US Hwy 78, Riverside, AL

(205) 338-7420

The Three
Earred Rabbit
Delicious Deli Sandwiches, Homemade soups
& salads. Now available casserole dinners to go.
Homemade baked goods & cakes.

LEEDS 205-702-6109 • TRUSSVILLE 205-655-2000
TheThreeEarredRabbit.com

ASIAN
RESTAURANT
4852 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City 35125

Sushi, Hibachi,
Asian Wok, Full Bar
Order online at Oishiasian.com
DINE IN,
CARRY OUT
OR DELIVERY

205-338-7775

Open 7 Days a Week Mon-Thurs 11 am - 9 pm,
Fri - Sat 11 am - 10 pm, Sun 11 am - 9 pm

205-525-5122

51 Vaughan Lane
Pell City
(Walmart Shopping
Center)
Mon. - Thursday
11 am-9:30 pm
Fri. 11 am-10:30 pm
Sat. 11 am-10 pm
Sun. 11 am-9 pm

Enjoy
Summertime
Margaritas
With Us!

General Manager - Luis Barragan
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Submitted photo

Miss Childersburg has worked with ACFS to distribute food to Talladega County students and their families while schools have been
closed in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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I have always believed that God will place me exactly where I am supposed to be at the
“
moment I am supposed to be there,” Annie Ozment said. “In a time as uncertain as now, I
am just living life one day at a time and trusting in the Lord’s plan.
”

THE CITY OF

Childersburg, Alabama
Settled...1540

Academic Emphasis
College and Career Ready
Athletic Excellence
In partnership with our community, we
inspire all students to discover pathways to
greatness through a world-class education.

Mayor Ken Wesson
Brandon Robinson, Council Member / Ward A
Bill Moody, Council Member / Ward B
Angesa Twymon, Council Member
Mayor Pro Tempore / Ward C
T. Glenn Stubblefield, Council Member / Ward D
Michael McLain, Council Member / Ward E

Dr. Jon Segars, Superintendent
43 North Broadway Ave. | Sylacauga, AL 35150

www.scsboe.org

City Council Meetings held on First
and Third Tuesdays of each month
at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall

•Award Winning Schools
•2,000+ Acre Industrial Park
•Fish •Golf •Sport Shoot
•Canoe & Kayak Trail

•Coffee Bar
•Hot Food Bar
•Bakery

000277249r1
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RAINWATER HOUSE
000274620r1

dence to do so. This has shown me that it is possible to find new talents and become good at
anything with hard work.”
Ozment credits Anita Mahaffey, the Miss
Childersburg pageant director, with encouraging her to seek the title. She said that Mahaffey
has always encouraged her, reminded her to
trust the plan of the Lord and to make the most
of her moments and opportunities. Her support
team also includes a former Miss Childersburg,
her mother, Vicky Ozment.
“My mom has always been my biggest fan as
far back as I can remember. From dance recitals,
tee-ball games, college finals and anything in
between. She has always been right by my side.
For Miss Childersburg, she steamed my dresses,
listened to me practice my talent, calmed my
nerves when I got overly excited and helped me
to prepare for certain things based on her previous experience. She is one face I can always
count on smiling back at me from the audience
no matter what. I am lucky to have such amazing
footsteps to follow.”
Despite the challenge of the pandemic
causing a delay in the Miss Alabama pageant,
Ozment continues to be positive and press on.
She is taking all necessary precautions to stay
safe for the sake of others and herself. Asked if
she would reset 2020 if she could, she said she
would not.
“Although this year has been full of struggles
and uncertainty, I have learned so much about
life and myself. I work best when I’m surrounded by others, so I miss being around friends and
classmates, but the bright side is the chance to
re-center and examine my progress of goals.
“I am praying that our nation is healed from
this disease soon and everyone is staying as safe
and healthy as possible. I am hopeful for the
remainder of this year and hope others are too. I
am who I am today because of the great people
of Childersburg and I’m glad to call Childersburg my home.”
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LEAPS Academy: Where
lives are changed

In an encouraging and welcoming environment,
children who attend LEAPS Academy aren’t just students, they’re family.
Established in 2010, LEAPS has developed a unique
mission: “to embrace all children in a nurturing learning
environment that enriches every aspect of a child’s life.”
Serving children from birth to age 18, LEAPS (which
stands for Learning Effective Academic and Play Skills)
individualizes each child’s learning goals.
“We look at each child,” said academy director Ashley Faust, M.A., ECSE. “We take into consideration
how each learns best and use our resources to meet
each child’s full potential.”
Classified as a private school, LEAPS’ class size of
nine (at maximum) is among its strong suits. “We’re
able to provide that one-on-one support where our
students are engaged in purposeful functional learning experiences,” said Faust.
LEAPS is a year-round school that is always seeking
to accept new students. “We never want to close the
door on a family,” Faust said. “We choose year-round
because our population of children cannot hold on to
skills over large breaks. They are already trying to play
catch-up on some skills so we try to minimize the rate
of regression.”
Ensuring each child is meeting their learning needs,
LEAPS provides a quarterly assessment.
About a year ago, LEAPS Academy incorporated a
clinic alongside the school in order to offer more services. The clinic is outpatient and offers speech, physical therapy, occupational therapy and family counseling that is billable through parents’ insurance.
“We wanted to extend these services to our community,” Faust stated. “It’s convenient for families who
can’t get to Birmingham for those services.” Medicaid
and Blue Cross Blue Shield are accepted.
LEAPS Academy is currently working on becoming a dyslexia service site, and it can assist children

BY AMANDA E.H. PRITCHARD
Special to The Daily Home

Photos by Amanda E.H. Pritchard

Speech therapist Savannah Vance looks on as August Baldwin happily chases soap bubbles he has made.

118 N Broadway •Sylacauga

256-369-1446

McClendonBridals.com
Instagram@McClendonBridals

000276957R2

From left are LEAPS Academy Director Ashley Faust, speech Therapist Logan Dodd and
occupational therapist Amelia Hanan.

Since 1858

4 Generations of Serving Our Community

Turner J. Jones

William B. McGehee, Jr.

TRUST IS EARNED. LET US EARN YOURS.
At Talladega Insurance, we know the importance of family. That is why we are proud to say that we are a family
owned and family operated business. Four generations have seen the importance of this and have returned to
Talladega to help the agency grow.
Talladega Insurance Agency was recognized as Alabama’s oldest insurance agency and the country’s 3rd oldest
insurance agency. In fact, our agency is as old or older than many of the companies that we represent!

William B. McGehee, III

William B. McGehee, IV

COMMERCIAL:
Property
Liability
Work Comp

“Why call an agent that has 1 company with which to quote your home/auto with, when we have 11? Come see us and you will feel great about your coverage & premium!”

109 Spring St. N., Ste. A • Talladega, AL• 256-362-4153
w w w. Ta l l a d e g a - I n s u ra n c e. c o m
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•Auto
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•Life
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diagnosed with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD), autism, sensory processing disorder and developmental disorders and those who need assistance with
early intervention, vocational, life, social skills and more.
The clinic offers free screenings every Tuesday from
2:30-3:30 p.m. at 2806 Dr. John Haynes Drive, Suite B in
Pell City. The clinic also offers TeleHealth options for
evaluations, speech and occupational therapy for those
staying at home due to the pandemic.
In turn, a way the community can support LEAPS
Academy is through the Sponsor Wall. When you enter
LEAPS, you’re greeted with friendly artwork created by
LEAPS Academy students. Individuals, companies and
corporations can choose one or more pieces of artwork.
The sponsor of each work of art then learns the story
of the child that produced it. In purchasing the artwork,
individuals, companies or corporations contribute for
copays (typically covering four clinic visits, totaling $160)

or pay for half tuition or copays for a year.
LEAPS released this statement regarding the Sponsor
Wall: “Sponsorship is one of the most amazing gifts you
can give a child. Each of these pieces of art have been created by one of our sweet children in need. We have prioritized their needs according to what we feel will make the
biggest impact on their individual skills.”
Due to COVID-19 LEAPS Academy’s enrollment has
declined from 54 to 32. When Gov. Kay Ivey ordered Alabama’s shelter-in-place orders, LEAPS Academy, like
many others took to Zoom.
“Our biggest challenge was our students are so handson,” said Faust. “Classes were held for 4 to 5 hours a day.
We were shut down for seven weeks, then able to open
back up.”
Much like the rest of the state and country, LEAPS
Academy looks forward to navigating all of the unknowns
of the 2020-2021 school year in true family fashion.

“For our upcoming school year, we’re trudging forward. In case we get shut down and sent home again,
we’ve created an entire year for online learning,” Faust
said. “Should shelter in place happen again, we’re ready.”
LEAPS Academy & Clinic is hosting an open house
Tuesday, August 2 at 6 p.m. The public is welcome to visit
and learn more about the academy.
Strengthening skills from academic to daily interactions to fine and gross motor skills, LEAPS Academy exists
to help children become their best selves. Or as faculty
members like to say, “LEAPS Academy Inc.—Where God
is felt, love is seen and lives are changed!”

For more information, visit the academy’s Facebook
page or call 205-884-7621.

RESPECT.
HONOR.
REMEMBER.
Kim L. Cosby
Manager

65001 Hwy. 77 N., Talladega
Photos by Amanda E.H. Pritchard

256-362-0111

www.talladegafuneralhomeinc.com

We’re here
for you.
Subway®
Restaurants
across the
U.S. are still
open for
takeout and
delivery.

It’s our priority to
serve you the
delicious meals you love in the
easiest and safest ways possible.

TALLADEGA
608 East Battle St.
256-362-0741

Subway® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP LLC. ©2020 Subway IP LLC.
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Lara Gunnells reads a book about pirates to the 4-year-old students in her pre-K class at Leaps Academy in
Pell City.

Since
1979
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Serving Families
With Compassion & Respect
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Hometown Block Party postponed until 2021
Chamber cites concerns for safety
of Pell City community

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home

The annual Hometown Block Party routinely brings as many as 10,000 attendees to Pell City for an afternoon and evening
of entertainment, food and shopping.
BY AMANDA E.H. PRITCHARD
Special to The Daily Home

Due to the spike in coronavirus cases, the Pell City
Chamber of Commerce has decided to cancel what
would have been the 21st annual Hometown Block Party.
“This was a very difficult decision to make,” said
executive director Urainah Glidewell, “but we want to
be considerate of public health and current guidelines
and make the best decision for our community, volunteers, vendors, first responders, sponsors and nonprofit
groups that are involved in the event.”

The decision to cancel the popular event was made
by a unanimous vote by members of the chamber’s
board of directors.
“We are disheartened with the thought of not having
the block party this year, which has become an annual
tradition and brings the community together,” Glidewell
said. “But we feel moving forward with the event this
year with the given uncertainty would be a risk for our
community.”
Maintaining an optimistic outlook, however, Glidewell added, “The Hometown Block Party will be back in

2021, and we will endeavor to make it better than ever.”
The block party has routinely drawn crowds of as
many as 10,000 people, featuring such entertainers as
Jamie Lynn Spears, The Wingnuts and DieDra & the Ruff
Pro Band, to name a few.
Glidewell said the chamber will continue to spotlight
its members through social media, newsletters and
infomercial initiative. To learn more about chamber
activities and events, visit www.pellcitychamber.com
and www.facebook.com/PellCityChamber.

Sunday Worship @ 11
theupliftingword.com

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF SYLACAUGA WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Wed.
5:00 PM
Wed.
5:00 PM
Wed. 6:00 PM
Wed. 7:00 PM
Sun.
9:40 AM
Sun. 11:00 AM
Sun. 5:00
PM
Sun. 6:00
PM

Family Night Supper
Children’s Activities
Wednesday Worship
Adult Choir Rehearsal
Bible Study Classes
Morning Worship
Discipleship Training
Evening Worship

Make your reservations at 256-245-6301.
Check out our music and missions time.
Prayer Meeting, Bible Studies, and Youth
Come make a joyful noise unto the Lord!
Kids, Youth, Adults and Senior Adults
Visit us online at theupliftingword.com.
AWANA Kids Ministry and Adult Classes
Youth Group Missions in Youth Suite
000277084r2
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Hepzibah
Baptist Church
5329 Renfroe Road
Talladega
256-268-2200
Pastor Justin Milliken

Concord
United Methodist
Church
85 Concord Church Rd.
Talladega
Pastor - Michael Gatch

God Is Love!!

RIDGEVIEW
BAPTIST
CHURCH

1711 Allison Mill Rd.
Talladega
(256) 362-3971
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Celebration
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Celebration
6:00 p.m.
Pastor Tommy Strickland

www.ridgeviewbc.net

VICTORY
CHURCH

www.victorypellcity.com
facebook.com/victorypellcity
instagram:@victorychurchpc
Sunday
Two Identical
Worship Experiences:
9:15 am and 10:30 am
154 Victory Drive
(I-20 Exit 156)
Pell City, AL
(205) 338-2901

Our Lady
of the Lake
Catholic Church

MY HOME TOWN

Come and
Worship
With Us!

Central Baptist
Church

P.O. Box 1085
126 Spring St. N., Talladega
(256) 362-4836
Brother Bo Hamilton
4609 Martin St. S.
Sunday School - 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Cropwell (205) 525-5161 Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Father William Lucas
Evening Worship - 6:00 p.m.
Daily Mass:
Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 a.m. Wednesday AWANA - 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Evening Mass: 7 p.m.
Prayer Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.
Youth Meeting - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses:
8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.
Adult Choir Practice - 7:15 p.m.

4615 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, Al 35125
205-338-2827
Wednesday Night
Service 7:00pm
Adult and Children
Sunday Services
11:00am
WE HOPE TO SEE
YOU SOON!

Pastor Michael Andrews

The Daily Home

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH

10 S. Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga
256-245-6301
www.joinfirst.net

SERVICE TIMES
BIBLE STUDY
Sunday 9:40 a.m.
Sunday Worship
11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
PRAYER MEETING
Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

First Baptist
Church

200 8th Ave. SW, Childersburg
(256) 378-6058
Sunday Services 10:30 am
www.firstbaptistchildersburg.org

Bemiston United
Methodist Church
300 Wells Ave.
Talladega
(256) 521-1230
Pastor Glen Horn
Sunday Morning
Worship - 11:00 a.m.

NEW HOPE
BAPTIST CHURCH

75 Cogswell Ave., Pell City
(205) 338-2645
Sunday
Sunday School
9:00 am
Morning Worship 10:15 am
Adult Choir
5:00 pm
Evening Worship
6:00 pm
Children’s Choir
6:00 pm

Wednesday
AWANA Children’s
Ministry
6:00 pm
Youth Worship
6:30 pm
Adult Studies
6:30 pm
The following
•Women’s •Men’s •Co-Ed •Outreach
www.nhbcpc.com or facebook

Pastor: Paul Brasher

Christ
Deliverance
Christian Center

THE CHAMPION CHURCH
34810 Alabama Highway 21 N
P.O. Box 1166
Talladega, AL 35161
256-362-1975
Sunday Worship
Hour:
10:45 a.m.
Student Ministry
Children’s Church /
Young Adult Classes
Timothy Embry, Pastor

New Maryland
Missionary
Baptist Church
405 New Maryland Rd.
Alpine, AL
(256)268-9304
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship
11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study
7 p.m.
Rev. Eric D. Richardson,
Pastor
“To God Be The Glory”
Come Worship With Us!

Dry Valley

Baptist Church
1603 Dry Valley Rd., Lincoln
(256) 404-5871
Dr. Bill Pruitt - Pastor

Mt. Ida
Baptist Church
Berney Station Rd.
Talladega

Cragdale

Baptist Church

2149 Berney Station Rd.
Talladega
Sunday School - 10 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night - 6 p.m.

First
United
Methodist
(205) 338-3374
2200 Third Ave. N.
Pell City

July 5:
10:00am
Worship at Chapel in the
Pines at Lakeside Park
July 12:
10:00am
Worship at Chapel in the
Pines at Lakeside Park
July 19:
10:00am
Worship at Chapel in the
Pines at Lakeside Park
10:30am
Worship in the Beacon
July 26:
10:00am
Worship at Chapel in the
Pines at Lakeside Park
10:30am
Worship in the Beacon

Rev. Byron Vance,
Senior Pastor
Rev. Belinda Rives,
Associate Pastor
Rev. Ava Rozelle,
Associate Pastor
www.pellcityfumc.org

-PSALM 122:1
I was glad when they
said unto me,
‘Let us go into the
house of the Lord.’

Pastor Andy Lambert

If you see a downed power line, please call 911
immediately. If you are in a vehicle and a power line
falls on it, remain inside and call 911. If the vehicle
is on fire, exit by jumping clear with both feet without touching the vehicle and ground at the same
time. Then quickly shuffle your feet to move away.

970 River Road, Cropwell, AL 35054

Phone 205.642.8744
For more information, visit us online at

Web Site: cvcog.church

Cindy Pennington
Pd. Pol. Ad. by Committee to Elect Cindy Pennington,

4500
Griffitt Bend
Road,
AL 35160
Pd. Pol. Adv. by Cindy
Pennington,
Talladega
CountyTalladega,
Revenue Commissioner.

69220 Hwy. 77 N. | Talladega, AL 35161
www.coosavalleyec.com
e-mail - info@coosavalleyec.com
000277203R1
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St. Clair County

MARKETPLACE
Alfa Inurance®
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

BUY, SELL & TRADE
Our store carries a large
selection of handguns, rifles,
and shotguns from the top
brands.

205-594-5461
Fax 205-594-5462

• FIREARMS
• AMMMUNITION
• PARTS & ACCESSORIES
• KNIVES

• Screen Printing
• Embroidery
• Team Uniforms
• Business Shirts
• School/Club/Spirit Tees
• Hats and More

70 6th Ave., Ashville, AL

2301 Moody Pkwy.
Suite 7
Moody, AL 35004
Bus: (205) 699-5117
Cell: (205) 919-7903
Fax: (866) 335-2739
Email: pperry@alfains.com
Web: www.alfains.com/paulperry

FARRIS

Springville

205-640-5819

2738 Moody Parkway • Moody
HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.; Sun.12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
www.lineoffire.com

Paul J. Perry

Agent

Jalene Peaspanen

Contact us @sewniceembroidery.com

LOCK AND Small Engine Service
KEY
205-467-0373

74-4th Ave. W. • Lincoln, AL
AESBL#1823
Tel. 205-577-7752

Vehicle • Residential
Commercial

Stacy Shoop Owner

7885 Hwy. 11 North
Springville

farrislockandkey.com

In God We Trust

24 Hour Towing
TRY THE LATEST ADDITION TO
THE ANTI-AGING COMPLEX LINE

Air Cushion
Recovery
Wheel Lifts Light & Heavy
Duty Wreckers

Complete
Auto., Truck &
Body Repair

Murray’s

Anti-Aging Complete Body Lotion
Rejuvenates and nurtures dry skin with longlasting hydration. Enriched with Green Coffee and
age-defying ingredients, this moisturize softens
and plums for smoother, visibly firmer-looking skin.

2529 Moody Pkwy.
Moody, AL
205-640-1028

1600 9th Street
Leeds, AL 35094

Garage, Inc. 205-699-6651

PATTERSON
PHARMACY

We Are Here To Serve You!!!
•Personal Service
•Customer Consultation
•Prescription Fill Time
15-20 Minutes
•Accept Most Major Insurances

Serving The Community Since 1966
7513 Patterson Dr. | Leeds

(205) 699-5113

cosmetics
©2020 Merle Norman Cosmetics Inc.

SIMPSON
center, LLC
Family Owned and Operated since 1987.

If your vehicle needs auto body repair,
check out
Simpson Collision Center, LLC
in Moody, AL.
ACCEPTING ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS
FREE ESTIMATES
LIFETIME WARRANTY

2806 Moody Parkway | Moody, AL

205-640-6234
000277054r1
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Committed
Committed
to putting our
to putting our
communities and
communities and
families first.

families first.

firstbankal.com
firstbankal.com
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Meet ROOdy the kangaroo at My Farm Day
St. Clair County family shares unique pet
with community
BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

What do you get when you bring a kangaroo to a
local farm?
A hopping good time.
That’s what Caren and Danny Davidson hope visitors have when they visit their farm in Springville. The
Davidsons pair have a profound love for animals and
the selection of activities and animals (such as ROOdy
the kangaroo) they have selected for My Farm Day
make the St. Clair County attraction truly distinctive.
“Our farm is not for profit but to give back and provide a different experience for people,” Caren said.
“My husband is a school teacher and a coach, and I
am the director of human resources for a law firm in
Birmingham. What we do as far as people coming to
the farm for different activities and experiences, we
hardly call it a business, honestly. Both of our jobs are
full-time, but we choose to share our hard work with
others.”
My Farm Day offers goat yoga on the weekends,
which is scheduled to resume in the fall due to COVID19.
“I am not really into yoga, but I love animals,” Caren

ROOdy the kangaroo investigates the mats
used for goat yoga classes.

Submitted photos

Goat yoga classes draw many visitors to My Farm Day in St. Clair County.

Munford
Welcome To

Gateway To The Top

Mayor: JoAnn Fambrough,
Town Clerk: Peggy Bussie,
Police Chief: Jeff Rutledge,
Councilmembers: Shane Turner, Phillip McWilliams,
Lee Garrison, Tim Lipham

Jackie Swinford

CARTER HARDWARE
Over 90 Years Of Hometown Service

SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR:

TALLADEGA COUNTY
COMMISSION DISTRICT 1

•Propane Tanks Filled
•Painting •Plumbing
•Lawn & Garden
•And More
Hwy. 21,
Munford

H

Munford

Continued Leadership
You Can Trust!

256.358.4971

by Jackie
Swinford,
Box 7,
Munford,
Pd.Pd.
Pol.Pol.
Adv.Adv.
by Jackie
Swinford,
230PO
Willow
Rd.,
Oxford,ALAL36268
36203

www.twincreekstowingal.com

855-562-0663

OTIS
GRANT

MUNFORD
RECYCLERS
42889 AL Hwy. 21
Munford, AL 36268

•Chrysler •Dodge •Jeep •Ram
A Large Selection of Pre-Owned.
All Makes & Models!

(256) 358-0787

WE BUY ALL TYPES
OF SCRAP METAL

www.firstbankal.com

2605 Dr. John Haynes Drive, Pell City
w w w.mcsweeney C D J R .com

HURST
BILL STANFORD AUTOMOTIVESTEVE
HURST
StateSTEVE
Representative
District 35

411 EAST ST. NO., TALLADEGA (BETWEEN THE RAILROAD TRACKS AND JACK’S)

256-268-8995

Allen Tillman
Sales

PER
MO

(see dealer for details)

Butch Carter
Sales

Pol. Adv.
by Steve
Hurst, 155
Rd., Munford,
AL 36268
Pd. Pol. Adv. byPd.Steve
Hurst,
155 Quail
RunQuail
Rd., Run
Munford,
AL 36268

000276999r1

Fighting
For Alabama
Families
Fighting
For Alabama
Families
SinceSince
1998.
1998.

PRICES STARTING AT

159

State Representative District 35

Standing
Up Up
ForFor
Values.
Standing
Values.

SEVERAL VEHICLES
TO CHOOSE FROM!

$

205-814-7300
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said. “One day I reached out to a yoga
instructor in the area and asked her if she
would be interested in teaching a goat
yoga class. She was willing, and we have
become friends since, and then after we
invited over some family and friends
who didn’t mind getting dirty, and that’s
how goat yoga happened.”
The farm has about eight goats and
hopes to have two or three by the time
fall sessions start.
“Our goal,” Caren said, “is to provide
an experience and give people something outside of the normal. In fact, the
money that we make goes to the yoga
instructor and is invested into the farm
for food and shelter for the animals.”
The Davidson’s strive to impact the
lives of others through sharing the expe-

MY HOME TOWN
rience of animals and nature. That goal
led to their latest addition to the farm,
ROOdy.
“It is important that the R and two
Os are capitalized to emphasize the fact
that he is a kangaroo, but ROOdy came
about as a surprise for me,” said Caren.
“My husband got him for me for Christmas. He had been talking about getting
me a wallaby or a kangaroo -- why those
choices exactly, I honestly don’t know.
It is something I never asked for. With
either choice, I was definitely hesitant
because of being unsure of how to care
for it properly. So when Christmas came
and I saw the kangaroo, I was definitely
shocked. My husband says he found a
family in Louisiana that raises them and
he was able to get him young.

The Daily Home

“At first I was nervous, but now I love
him so much, and he is the perfect addition. In the daytime, he goes outside to
get acquainted with the other animals,
and by night he’s in the house with us
wearing his diaper. He at times sleeps
inside a bag that looks like a pouch, but
he has about outgrown that. Sometimes
while I’m feeding him his bottle, we
snuggle up on the couch. I would say we
watch TV together, but I’m pretty sure I
do more of the watching. He’s so lovable.
He’s a year old, 35 to 40 pounds, and he’s
almost getting too big for me to carry.”
ROOdy may be a wild animal, but he
has quickly adapted to life on the farm.
He interacts well with the dogs and
goats. The Davidsons plan to get another
kangaroo soon so that ROOdy can have

some companionship of his own breed.
As ROOdy continues to grow, they
are working to build him an ideal habitat that he can be comfortable with. His
currently-in-preparation new spot will
be near the goats, since they are already
getting along.
“When the fall comes around and
goat yoga is back in full swing, people
will be able to do goat yoga while being
able to see ROOdy and take pictures
from the fence. However, petting will not
be allowed, as we are still learning his
behavior.”
The Davidsons are happy to share
their love of land and animals with others in local communities. For more
information about My Farm Day, visit
www.myfarmday.com.

Our goal,” Caren said, “is to provide an experience and give people something outside of the
“
normal. In fact, the money that we make goes to the yoga instructor and is invested into the farm
for food and shelter for the animals.
”

St. Clair County

REALTORS

Turning Your Dreams into Reality
MOODY REALTY

BUYING OR SELLING?

I’M YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD LAKE SPECIALIST

Natasha
O’Konski

Paula Krafft, Realtor

“I represent buyers and sellers throughout
St. Clair County and surrounding areas.”

Cell 205-365-9612

205-912-4917

Ofﬁce 205-640-5420
Paula Krafft
Life Member
Club of Excellence

Each Office is Independently
Owned & Operated.
219 MAIN STREET
TRUSSVILLE, AL 35173

www.moodyrealtyal.com
paula@moodyrealtyal.com

Homes - Land - New Construction

natashasellsfor you.com

Marsha
Bates

Stephanie
Hurst

REALTOR®

O w ner/Broker

2319 Cogswell Ave. | Suite 101
Pell City, Al 35125

www.StephanieSellsTheLake.com

205.243.1582 Direct
205.338.7320 Office

2401 12th Ave. N., Pell City, Al 35125

256-493-7441

email me at marshab@eraking.com

LAURIE BRASHER
Realtor

FieldsGossett.com

TINA STALLINGS
Realtor

TinaStallings212@msn.com
www.FieldsGossett.com

Office: 205-884-2300
Fax: 205-884-2301
Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741

Office: 205-884-2300
Fax: 205-884-2301
Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741
Cell: 205-365-3639

Cell: 205-337-8509

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

Barbara TURBVILLE
The Red Camellia Group at

BARBARA TURBILLE

1820 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35128

Cell: 205-362-9453
barb.turville@yahoo.com

Shirley Kujan Realtor
www.realtyprospc.com

www.realtyprospc.com

®

Rita Foster

Ronnie Foster

205-369-5783

205-965-9697

Associate Broker

205-405-0084
418 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128
s.kujan@att.net

Associate Broker

418 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128

418 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128

ritafoster@centurytel.net

ronniefoster@centurytel.net
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Submitted Photos

My Farm Day in Springville is owned by Danny (above) and Caren Davidson.
Their farm allows visitors to interact with animals in innovative ways, such
as goat yoga. Classes, which have been suspended for the summer due to
COVID-19, are expected to resume in the fall.

St. Clair County

REALTORS

Turning Your Dreams into Reality

KAREN &
ADAM BAIN

4274 Cahaba Heights Court #200
Birmingham, AL

ANGIE
THOMAS

Realtors

Karen Cell 205-473-4613
Adam Cell 205-369-2704

Associate Broker
P 205.969.8910
C 205.563.7766
F 205.776.7927

508 Martin Street South
Pell City, AL 35128

karenandadam.com

athomas@arcrealtyco.com

Sell with Michelle!
Amanda
Parsons

205-901-3352

Realtor

amanda.parsons.realtor@gmail.com
www.fieldsgossett.com

Office: 205-884-2300
Fax: 205-884-2301
Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741
Cell: 205-368-6184
508 Martin St. So.
Pell City, AL 35128

30 Comer Ave.
Pell City
mgreene.remax-alabama.com
mgreene@homtownproperties.com
Each office is independently
owned and operated.

Bonnie
Voss
Broker,
CRS ABR CSP

Cell:
(205) 613-2229
bonnievsellshomes@gmail.com
205.368.9772 pellcityrealtor.com

SHAWN STORY
Realtor

Tracy Boyd

ShawnStory3@gmail.com

Realtor, Lake Expert

Office: 205-884-2300
Fax: 205-884-2301
Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741

256-749-7186

Your Friendly Lake &Neighborhood Realtor

Cell: 205-473-6206

lakerealortracy@gmail.com

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

LAH

2319 Cogswell Ave. | Pell City, AL 35125 caranw@eraking.com

Southern Homes

MARIA PRICE
Realtor

Dana Ellison, REALTOR®
• St. Clair Realtor of the Year 2018
•Club of Excellence 2014-19
•St Clair Association of Realtors board member 2015-19
•Civic Outreach Award & Silver Level Sales 2018

205.870.8580 Mountain Brook Office
205.369.1413 Cell
danaellison@lahrealestate.com

205-812-4921

Independently owned and operated
member of RE/MAX International, Inc.

E-mail: golfchicl@hotmail.com or www.mariaprice.remax-alabama.com
000277136r1
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Peacefully Chanting:
‘Let’s find what
brings us together’
Local organization
seeks to promote
unity in divisive times
BY MICHELLE LOVE
Special to The Daily Home

In the wake of the murder of George Floyd, people across the globe have used
their collective voices to move towards change. While some protests throughout
the United States took a less than peaceful turn, others have been conducted in a
more peaceful and organized fashion.
The group Peacefully Chanting, which formed in Talladega in late May, has
made its mission to work against injustices “the right way,” according to founder
Destiny Bearden.
“Everyone was doubting us and saying, ‘You can’t keep the peace, all these
protests start out peaceful but you can’t keep the peace,’ and we said, ‘All right,
watch this because we’re going to go about it the right way,’” she said.
The group started with a post Bearden put on Facebook calling for people
to stand up for change. The result was the organization of Peacefully Chanting
with fellow Talladega residents Kionne Barclay and Kendra Bradford. The three
of them worked through the local government channels to plan protests in Sylacauga and Talladega.
“We went and got permits, we went and talked with the police chief, the mayor,
we had everything okayed through them and the police were with us to help keep
the peace with not only the protestors but with other people and traffic,” Bearden
said.
After organizing a few protests, Bearden, Barclay, and Bradford moved towards
creating a Facebook group so they would have better access to expanding their
efforts. To join the group, the administrators set up a simple question to make
sure the individuals who requested to join agreed with the group’s mission.
“We ask, ‘Why do you want to join?’ And based on their answer, if they show
that they care about bringing change through peace and not violence, we allow
them to come in. Because that’s what we’re all about,” says Bearden.
Bearden says Peacefully Chanting’s goal is to raise awareness of community issues and to bring communities together. “We asked the public at our latest
protest what other things in the community they would like us to address, and
they brought up things like the crime rate and unsolved murders, things like that.
And I know that’s a big issue, but we’ve got to take the proper steps to bring about
those necessary changes.”
Bearden adds she personally does not condone how some of the protests
around the country have taken a less than peaceful turn. “I’m not with the rioting
or the looting. I understand we’re hurting and that we are angry, but the reaction
to an action has a lot to do with how you’re heard and how you’re viewed, and
that is my own opinion. I hear everyone and understand, but there is a deeper
purpose behind protesting.”
Bearden says the community response has been equal parts positive and negative. “We’ve received a whole bunch of ‘thank yous’ and ‘I love yous’. That’s the
positive. We’ve had support from the mayors of both Sylacauga and Talladega.
They want to stand behind us and support us.”
But the current climate has led a lot of people to “expose their negativity,” she
adds. “We have addressed the negative comments, and we’ve been called names
and we all say the same thing, ‘Well, we love you. We’re sorry you feel the way you
feel, and God bless you.’ Because feeding into that negativity is not doing anything but disrupting our personal peace.”
She asks that people respect their way of protesting. “It’s all about respect.
We’re just trying to do things the peaceful way, and that is what Peacefully Chanting stands for: peace, love and equality for everyone. That’s what we want. That’s
why we’re out there boots on the ground. It’s not just about police brutality. It’s
about peace and love and what we have to do to bring about the love. We stand
for peace and equality because that’s what matters.
“People keep asking me, ‘Why are you doing this? You’re white. Why are you
getting involved?’ That seems to be a big issue with a lot of people. The reason is
simple: I grew up in a predominantly black neighborhood, and I’ve seen their
struggle. I hear their voice. I heard it before all of this happened. I’m doing this
because I have a family that includes a black husband and biracial children and I
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Destiny Bearden leads a peaceful protest march in Sylacauga, one
of many organized throughout the country in the days following the
murder of George Floyd in Minnesota.
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From left, Destiny Bearden, Kionne Barclay and Kendra Bradford address the crowd at a peaceful protest rally they organized in Talladega County.

do not want that happening to my husband. We have come very
close to that happening to my husband, and that was the scariest
time I think I’ve ever had in my life. That’s why I’m doing what
I’m doing.”
Since this interview was conducted, Barclay and Bradford
have parted ways with Peacefully Chanting due to conflicting
interests of where the future of the group was heading. Bearden
has partnered with the Fearless Communities Initiative to further
expand Peacefully Chanting to include more communities and
focus on issues other than racial divide. She says she has the support of multiple communities and is hopeful for the future.
“The beginning of our organization was to stand for peace,
love, equality and strength in all skin colors and communities, no
matter the predominance of one race. And I am still standing on
that platform. Kendra and Kionne have focused their view on one

race and have left the organization because they do not feel as if
they can unify a community until the black lives of the communities get their equality. And I understand that and am totally for it.”
Bearden believes that by working together as a united front
and keeping faith as a priority, people can make the necessary
change towards equality and love.
“I do not have just a few people behind me. I have multiple
communities, and we are willing to come together and put our
boots on the ground for one another. We are listening, we are
working to make a difference, and we encourage individuals to
become a part of it. That’s what evil, hate, corruption, racism and
anything of that nature doesn’t want to see. When we get together and find what connects us, our world gets a little closer. Let’s
find more of what brings us together.”
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Ashville is home to what may be St. Clair
County’s most unique business

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Submitted photo

Alabama Mailbox Company is at 130 6th Avenue in Ashville. What makes the
establishment unique is that it is also a supplier of exotic pets.
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Call us today!!
201 W. Fort Williams, Suite 28
Sylacauga, AL 35150
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Do you need a new mailbox, custom
street sign, some rustic furniture, new
pottery or even a new pet lizard?
If so, Alabama Mailbox Company in
St. Clair County is your one-stop shop.
With 18 years in business, Marty and
Grace Crews have invested much hard
work into the success of the company.
“My wife and I started the mailbox
business out of our house but moved to
a storefront when it outgrew what our
home could hold. We also got a little
tired of our home not being so private.
There was a space that became available,
and when it did we took advantage of the
opportunity.”
Mailboxes and exotic pets are a curious combination, but Crews said that
he has always had a love for reptiles and

always wanted to open his own pet shop.
“Everything just kind of came together. I was in the military for 20 years and
with always moving, it was kind of hard
to focus on opening a pet store. So when
the mailbox business cmw along, that
became the overall focus. However, after
realizing the extra room we had in the
store, we expanded to selling reptiles. My
own personal pet store would have been
a little more inclusive, but then again, I
did not feel like maintaining fish tanks.”
Crews admits being surprised by the
growth of the reptiles side of the business.
“I never would have thought so many
people in this area would be interested
in reptiles. Christmas and birthdays are
some of our busiest times, but I would
say we are definitely a great place to
come for a gift at any time. We have quite
the selection of items, but when it comes
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This distinctive and docile lizard is an example of the exotic pets that can
be obtained through Alabama Mailbox Company. Their colorful designs,
generally low maintenance and uniqueness have contributed to a growth in
popularity for exotic pets.
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to reptiles, we sell a lot of bearded dragons, which are
a desert species, and snakes.”
The staff of Alabama Mailbox Company is dedicated to helping customers understand their products,
whether it is a custom mailbox installation or a new
pet snake. They also provide an open door for customers to come in and ask questions about their pets and
even help assist in better health, if possible.
“To be involved in the community is something
that has always been important to us,” Crews said.
“From being a part of the city council, to donating
to the community through mailboxes, street signs or
financially, giving back and staying involved is how we
stay connected to the community.”
Even while adjusting to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the staff continued to work hard to keep customers
a priority. “Even if it is a picture of a mailbox repair
taken from the living room window, we assessed what
was needed and provided the services to get the job
done,” said Crews.

The Daily Home
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If you’re looking for a new pet and are considering a brilliantly colored chameleon or whitequilled hedgehog, Alabama Mailbox Company in Ashville is the place to go.

We are committed to the
personal and professional growth
of our staff.
We will maintain our facilities
to make Radney-Smith Funeral
Home accessible and comfortable
for all. We are committed to our
community and will continue to
offer programs which educate
the public on funeral service.
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www.radneysmith.com
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The Show Does Go On for Spotlight
Summer Drama Camp
BY SUSAN COOK
Special to The Daily Home

There’s nothing quite like the exhilarating thrill of live theatre, whether you’re
a member of the audience or an eager
stagehand waiting in the darkened wings.
Or maybe you’re the nervous actor about
to make your first entrance.
While theatre, like so many other
entertainment venues, has taken a hit due
to the pandemic, the innovative people
at the Spotlight Summer Drama Camp
find ways to forge forward and continue
to educate and create even in this time
of heightened awareness. Spotlight is a
county-wide drama education program
with a mission to foster drama education
and encourage community participation
in theatre in St Clair County.

This year’s 10-day Spotlight Summer Drama Camp will take place on July
20-31st from 9 a.m.-noon for campers
between the ages of 6 and 16, with a registration fee of $200 per student. The camp
will be held at the Center for Education
and Performing Arts (CEPA) located at
the Pell City High School Campus. For
more information, visit www.pellcitycenter.com
A typical day for the drama campers will involve learning improvisational skills, performance techniques and
all-important set-building experience.
Shelby Maddox, the Spotlight program coordinator, says that “there’s really
something for everybody when it comes
to theatre. It’s not just being on stage. We

000276807r1
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try to get everybody involved. So, while acting may not be your complete
forte, you can still learn acting and improv skills while also being able to setbuild as well.”
This year, Maci Johnsey is conducting the camp, and as a former camper and experienced teacher, “loves coming back, and we’re really excited to
have her,” according to Maddox.
For those students who want more instruction, there is a Master Acting Class for ages 12-16, for an additional $185, during which campers will
receive 20 hours of intensive acting training from noon to 3 p.m.
“The focus is on the older kids who want more advanced acting classes,
such as those that include movement exercises,” Maddox said. “We’re also
going to be taking them through the audition process, because while knowing how to audition is super important, it’s often skimmed over or left to the
sidelines.”
Knowing how to prepare for an audition helps to minimize nervousness
and inspire confidence, and those preparation skills translate well to other
life experiences, such as interviewing for a job or public speaking. Students
in the Master Acting Class will also present their own showcase in addition to
the final group performance.
At the end of the 10-day camp, the students will have a chance to show off
their skills in a performance. This year, Musicville is the showcase that will
be performed on July 31. As the name suggests, it is a musical. Campers will
be given two vouchers for the event, but doors will be open to the public,
with tickets sold at the door. The showcase performance will take place in the
CEPA theater, directly across from the high school.
Due to COVID-19, Maddox says, “one thing that we plan on doing is maintaining social distance. The guidelines can make it difficult, but it still makes
it possible. Most of the employees and volunteers will be wearing masks the
whole time.”
While canceling this year’s theatre camp could be seen as the path of least
resistance, Maddox believes it’s important that students have this opportunity to attend.
“The theater community took a big hit with COVID-19, and we had to
adjust, and we had to adapt, but it’s one of those things where theatre is so
versatile you can. It’s such an escape for some people, especially for students
who have felt trapped in their houses. Theatre is always a growing thing. It’s
always been nurturing and growing and adapting, so I don’t think it could
ever stop. Theater is still possible, and I think we can do some fantastic shows
while keeping everybody safe. We’ll just have to tailor it.”
Perhaps now more than ever, theater can offer a creative outlet for self-expression while also building community and friendships in a safe environment. The drama camp is a fun and engaging way to spark a passion for acting and involvement in the theatre while working towards a common goal.
While Broadway may have dimmed its lights until 2021, the lively spark
of live theater is shining bright in Pell City, proving once again that the show
really can -- and does -- go on.
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The Spotlight Summer Drama Camp focuses on building student
confidence, exploring creativity and making new friends. Theater is an
engaging way for students to hone communication and public speaking
skills. “Performing in front of hundreds of people prepares you for all
kinds of jobs,” said three-year camp volunteer Chase Spears. “I don’t
think I would be scared to give a sales presentation or a speech, and that’s
because I participate in theater.” And as the accompanying photos from
past camps show, students have a lot of fun while they learn new skills.

000274499r1
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Spotlight is a county-wide, all-ages drama education program. Its mission is
to foster drama education and encourage community participation in theater
in St. Clair County. Spotlight is supported by Hargray, The Rotary Club of Pell
City, Honda Manufacturing of Alabama, The Alabama Council on the Arts and
the Pell City School System. This year’s Spotlight Drama Camp will be held at
Pell City’s Center for Education and Performing Arts later this month.
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†The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will continue to apply until all
qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain
fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information
is accurate as of 1/1/2020 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 12/31/2020.
**See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers valid on Qualifying Equipment only. Offers vary by equipment. All sales must be to homeowners in the United
States. Void where prohibited.
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A conversation with Barney Google and Snuffy Smith
cartoonist John Rose
Long-running comic strip is a mainstay in Talladega
and St. Clair’s hometown newspaper
One of my favorite summer
memories is spending weekends
at my grandparents’ house.

BY BUDDY ROBERTS
Special Projects Editor

I grew up in a small town in northwest Georgia that
was only big enough for a weekly newspaper, to which my
grandparents subscribed, in addition to the nearest daily
newspaper, which was the Rome News-Tribune. I was
partial to the News-Tribune in those days because it had
a daily comics page, and when I got to my grandparents’
house on Friday nights, I knew there’d be a week’s worth of
the funnies there for me to catch up on.
I would clip out those I especially liked and soon had
a box full of unevenly-cut newsprint rectangles. Four
decades later, I still have that box and its contents, which
remain among my most valued possessions. That box is a
time machine. I can open it, see those yellowing strips of

paper, and I’m back in the late 1970s-early 1980s, lying on
my grandparents’ living room floor, not a care in the world
as I hang out with my weekday black-and-white and Sunday four-color friends.
Peanuts, Blondie, Beetle Bailey, Henry, Nancy, Dick
Tracy, The Phantom, a new comic strip called Garfield -I loved them all. Even Prince Valiant in the Days of King
Arthur, although I wasn’t yet old enough to fully appreciate
its sophisticated art in the Hal Foster style. But my absolute
favorite was Snuffy Smith.
I wouldn’t learn until years later that Barney Google and
Snuffy Smith (the strip’s official title), even back then, was
one of the oldest continuously published American comic
strips, that it was created by Billy DeBeck (who actually
added new words to the English language via the strip) and
that Fred Laswell, who took the strip over from DeBeck and
produced it from 1942 until his death in 2001, was one of
the century’s greatest illustrators.
All I knew was that the shif’less moonshining, chick-
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en-stealing, card-playing resident of Hootin’ Holler
and his supporting cast of Loweezy, Jughaid, Lukey and
Elviney Barlow, Sheriff Tait, Parson Tuttle, Doc Pritchert, Silas the storekeeper and Uriah the mailman were
friends I enjoyed getting to catch up with once a week.
That’s why, when (back in present time) I received
an introduction to John Rose (the strip’s current artist, and only the third in its more-than-100 year history), it was with contained fanboy enthusiasm that I
approached the Q&A he was gracious enough to grant
The Daily Home, in which the strip is one of the most
popular features and has been for years.
Rose, who has garnered multiple awards for his
tradition-honoring take on Snuffy Smith and friends,
holds a degree in art from James Madison University
and worked as an editorial cartoonist for more than 30
years. Barney Google and Snuffy Smith is now his fulltime endeavor, and he spoke about his tenure on the
strip from his studio in Virginia.
Like many of us, did you grow up reading the comics?
“Yes, and I loved and still love so many of them. I
have memories of spreading the newspaper out on my
grandmother’s living room floor and reading the comics as a very young child. Some of my favorites then
were Barney Google and Snuffy Smith, Peanuts, Beetle
Bailey, Blondie and Hi and Lois. As I got older, in addition to those strips I really enjoyed Mother Goose And
Grimm, Shoe, The Far Side, Bloom County and Calvin
and Hobbs and many, many more. I always enjoyed
Snuffy Smith, and I began working on the Barney Google and Snuffy Smith comic strip in 1998 as Fred Lasswell’s inking assistant. When Fred passed away in 2001,
King Features hired me to be the cartoonist on the strip.”
How did that opportunity come your way?
“In the late 1990s, I was talking with a friend who
was an editorial cartoonist, and he told me that he was
working as an assistant on a syndicated comic strip. It
then occurred to me that maybe this might be a way I
could bring in extra money for our family. So when I
decided to try to pursue such a position, the first comic
strip I thought of was Barney Google and Snuffy Smith.
I had never met Fred Lasswell before, but because I was
in the National Cartoonists Society, I had his contact
information. I worked up some sample Barney Google
and Snuffy Smith comic strips and mailed them, along
with copies of some of my other cartoon work, to Fred.
“As a cartoonist, you receive a lot of rejection, and
Fred was a true legend in our business. He was amazingly talented. So when I mailed that package, I fully
expected to get a ‘thanks, but no thanks’ letter back.
A few weeks passed and then one day as I was eating
a nutritious lunch of Cocoa Puffs, the phone rang. I
answered the phone, and the voice on the other end of
the line said, ‘John, this is Fred Lasswell. I got the packet of samples you sent me, and I really like the way you
draw big noses.’ I probably choked on my Cocoa Puffs.
“He ended up hiring me as his inking assistant. He
was very into technology, so he did not mind that I
lived in Virginia and he lived in Florida. He faxed me
the penciled strips, and I inked them, scanned them
into the computer, and emailed them back to him for
his approval. We talked by phone, fax or email almost
every day, and I also met with him in his Florida studio
a few times. He was a very kind man and a wonderful
friend, mentor and teacher to me. I worked for him for
three and a half years. It was a wonderful opportunity
to learn from a master cartoonist. If he liked my work
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he’d often say it was ‘fine a frog’s hair.’ And then he’d
laugh. If I made a mistake he’d say, “Stop looking out
the window!” And then he’d laugh and I’d rework my
mistake.
“When Fred passed away, King Features offered me
an audition and they liked my work, so they hired me,
and I have been drawing it ever since. It is the greatest
joy of my professional career to create this comic strip
each day.”
With it being such a long-running and historically
significant comic strip, did you feel a sense of legacy
when you took over?
“From the very beginning, I knew I had really big
shoes to fill. I have always tried my very best to stay true
to the characters and the rich legacy of this comic strip.
I will always be thankful to King Features for entrusting
this honor to me. I am also extremely grateful to Billy
DeBeck and Fred Lasswell for their wonderful work
before me.”
To what do you attribute the longevity of Barney
Google and Snuffy Smith?
“The secret to any successful long-running comic
strip is the characters. Most of these characters were
created before I started working on the strip, so I cannot take the credit for creating many of them. But I have
been blessed with a truly wonderful group of characters
to work with each day, characters that readers want to
come and visit with in the newspaper every day.”
Do you have a favorite character?
“That’s kind of like asking me to pick my favorite
child. Each character probably has a little bit of me in
them. Snuffy is my personal favorite, but I also really
enjoy working with Snuffy’s nephew Jughaid and baby
Tater.”
What approach have you taken to put your own
stamp on the strip while respecting its history?
“Probably the most noticeable change I have made
is that I have made Barney Google and Spark Plug
semi-regular characters in the comic strip. I do a lot of
Snuffy Smith Chalk Talk presentations to groups, and at
the end of each presentation, I have a question-and-answer portion. The most frequent question I got asked
is, ‘Whatever happened to Barney Google?’ So about
eight years ago, I mentioned this to my editor at King
Features and asked if I could bring Barney and Spark
Plug back for a weeklong visit. My editor thought it was
a great idea. That week was so popular that now we

bring Barney and Spark Plug back for at least three separate weeklong visits each year. In 2019, for the Barney
Google And Snuffy Smith comic strip’s centennial year,
we brought them back for about five weeks, including
a 100th birthday storyline featuring Barney and Spark
Plug that lasted about two and a half weeks.
“I have also made a few more subtle changes over
the years. For one thing, the characters can read now,
and I have also created a few secondary characters.
I have tried to stay true to Fred’s art style, but I know
some of my style has come in over the years, and that’s
natural.”
Have there been other former regular characters
that you’ve brought back?
“Yes, Snuffy’s Maw and Paw, Snuffy’s niece Bizzy
Buzz Buzz and the spooky witch character Granny
Creeps, to name a few.”
Would it be accurate to say Snuffy Smith isn’t (and
generally hasn’t ever been) a topical comic strip?
“I think that is correct, for the most part. Sometimes
current events may come up in the strip, but only in the
most general sense. For example, Barney and Snuffy
did ‘serve’ in World War II during the 1940s. Barney
was in the Navy, and Snuffy was in the Army, but their
wartime adventures were fun and fictional.”
What is your routine for producing the strip?
“I have a studio in my home. I work on all six daily
comic strips at one time. Once I have the ideas, I pencil
all six strips and then ink and letter them. Then I scan
them into the computer, clean them up in Photoshop,
and email them to King Features. Once the dailies are
completed, I start on the Sunday comic strip. The process is the same. Once I have the idea, I pencil it, ink it,
letter it, scan it into the computer and email it to King
Features. With the Sunday strip, I also create a color
guide. From start to finish, it takes me about two to
three hours to create a daily comic strip and about 15
hours to create a Sunday comic strip. I draw the strip
by hand on Bristol board paper with pens and brushes
using india ink. And lots of white-out.”
Is there anything you’d like to say in conclusion?
“Bodacious thanks to The Daily Home for carrying
our Barney Google and Snuffy Smith comic strip. I am
also especially thankful to your readers for reading our
comic strip each day.”

“

I have also made a few
more subtle changes over the
years. For one thing, the characters can read now, and I have
also created a few secondary characters. I have tried to
stay true to Fred’s art style, but
I know some of my style has
come in over the years, and
that’s natural.

Sick of
Seasonal
Allergies?

”

DIGITAL MAMMOGRAPHY

Decorate With Our Dish Gardens
& Hanging Basket Assortments

First in Calhoun County since August 2007
with computer aided detection capability.

We offer a variety of testing options
to get to the root of the problem and
the latest treatments to quickly and
effectively ease your symptoms.

BONE DENSITOMETRY

Osteoporosis screening and monitoring

4D ULTRASOUND

Dr. Pramod

Incredible real-time images of your baby.

Bhatia

3D MAMMOGRAM AVAILABLE
Lucy K. Ballard, MD, F.A.C.O.G.
Cynthia Cater, MD, F.A.C.O.G.
Cynthia Goldsmith-Fletcher, MD, F.A.C.O.G.

SPECIALIZING IN:
•Balloon Sinus Surgery
•General Ear, Nose &
Throat Diseases
•Allergy Testing
GREENHOUSES & NURSERY

•Annuals •Perennials •Vegetable Plants •Shrubs •Trees
•Pine Straw •Pine Bark •Potting Soil

925 23rd St. N. • Pell City

205.338.3952
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3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU:
204 Medical Park - Talladega - Monday & Tuesday
7063 Veterans Parkway - Pell City - Thursday
1010 Christine Ave. - Anniston - Wednesday

256-761-1729
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Lawrence Jones, MD, F.A.C.O.G.
Julie Facklam, C.R.N.P.
Hannah Strickland, C.R.N.P.

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS FOR
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY
901 Leighton Ave., Suite 501 • Anniston, AL 36207

(256) 237-6755

000276856R1

The Daily Home

MY HOME TOWN

Weekend, July 11, 2020 Page 3D

Something new and different on
Logan Martin Lake
Developer has plans for growth of Tiny
Homes community
BY KELLI TIPTON
Special to The Daily Home

The city of Lincoln and its surrounding areas offer a variety of properties,
neighborhoods and communities to suit
homebuyers of all ages and lifestyles.
From waterfront lots on Logan Martin
Lake to RV and mobile home communities to expansive stretches of private
farmland on winding county roads,
available properties in Lincoln are as
varied as the people who buy them.
The ongoing development of a tiny
home home community at River Bay
Resort is getting a lot of attention from
retired couples, newly married couples

and couples who want to downsize.
The first group of tiny homes, named
The Summit, was started about two
years ago next to a large, sheltered RV
park. These new shelters have a metal
roof, a concrete pad and outdoor electrical outlets.
“These new additions are quickly making River Bay the crown jewel of Logan
Martin Lake,” said DeLane Griffin, managing member and community developer
for McCaig & Griffin Properties.
Griffin partnered with Roy McCaig
about 5 years ago, and after McCaig’s
death, he continues to carry out the
visions they had for River Bay to make
a positive impact on the city of Lincoln
and the lakeside community.
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DeLane’s wife, Deanna, designed the landscape
of the resort to have a tropical feel.
“I want this to be like a little tropical area on the
lake,” she said.
And it was her idea to bring in the tiny homes.
“So, in fact, the Tiny Homes would not be here if
she hadn't convinced me, because I was not buying
into it. because I was not buying into it. I was an RV
guy. But it has added a whole different dimension to
the resort. And while we rent many more of the RVs,
theTiny Homes get 10 times more attention. There's
nothing quite like this on the lake, and our vision

was to have something unique to offer,” DeLane said’
Future plans include a general store, a coffee
shop, a community pool, and a community area
with a stage for live music events.
“My vision for the entrance is to have a big mountain with a waterfall coming over the top of it,” DeLane
said.
And he can make it happen, because he also owns
SRS, a company that produces artificial mountains
and rocks, such as those seen at upscale resorts.
For more information about Riverbay Resort, visit
www.mccaiggriffin.com and www.lovelakeliving.com.

000276790R1

“We are working hard to create a close community here for the RVs and tiny homes. They do get
together occasionally to cook out and socialize,” he
said.
A July 4th outdoor decoration contest brought out
their friendly competitiveness, and the winner was
presented with $100. Members chose the winner by
voting on the resort’s private Facebook page. The
page has photos of sunsets, wildlife, boats and fishermen of all ages with their prize catches. The resort
also has a summer playlist on Spotify and wonderful
reviews from River Bay Resort members.
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Views around
The Square
BY SUSAN COOK
Special to The Daily Home

The simple small-town life. Even the phrase has
a soothing appeal. But like so many places, it’s easy
to become immune to your hometown’s charms as
you whir by the same scenes each day, on your way
about the usual business of life.
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Consider for a moment the historic square of downtown Talladega.
At first glance, it seems like so many
other southern towns built in the 1800s,
until you take a moment to focus on its
details.
Like a watercolor painting, the
vibrant yet soft colors of the old brick
buildings meld together. Taking a closer look, the brick patterns begin to pop
out. Diamond shapes form a colorful
border, and sloping arches grace the
windows and doors, softening the otherwise ordered lines. Nearby, a red brick
building looks at you with its eye-catching windows, each one adorned with a
regal white crown.
An inviting red door with two small
black lanterns beckons you to take a
closer look, maybe cup your hands
around your eyes like a child, block out
the sunlight, and take a peek inside.
Stepping back, the colorful world of
the square is reflected in the swirling
waves of old glass panes, making cars
and trucks look like strange fish swimming by.

MY HOME TOWN
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In the center of it all, the Ritz Theatre,
like a glamorous movie star, refuses to
be ignored. Art Deco Grecian accents
trace a mint green and red pattern up
the inky glass, and you catch a glimpse
of the 1930s as you think back over the
shows and celebrities who have come
and gone.
Your eyes finally rest on the stern
and stately courthouse standing directly across from the theatre. Constructed
a full century before the Ritz Theatre
in 1836, the courthouse building transports you even further into the past. It’s
the oldest courthouse in continuous
use in the state, but the white, banded
columns look practically new. The layered sections are reminiscent of a wedding cake, even down to the flower-like
accents.
Gazing up, an American flag wafts
in the warm July breeze as life returns
to its usual bustling pace. Even in
a place where you’ve lived most of
your life, beauty and discovery await
around every corner if you just take a
moment to look.

“Superior Service
Since 1971”

Safe, Dependable & Competitive

Our Mission: B-H Transfer Co.’s mission is to provide
safe, compliant, reliable, and competitive motor
carrier transportation service since 1971.

B-H Transfer Co.
handles:
•Rail-to-Truck transload facilities
•Import/Export movement of ocean-going containers
•Domestic shipments of slurry, dry bulk, and packaged
industrial minerals, as well as chemicals and supplies
used in their production
•Container Management Services

EQUIPMENT
MODERN FLEET
TANKS
Liquid
Pneumatic
VANS
YARD JOCKEYS
BELT CONVEYORS

We take the time to fill all your needs.

•
•
•
•
•
•

All prescription insurances accepted
Competitive Pricing
Wound care supplies
We match local competitors and have $4 & $10 generics
Drive Thru
Automatic refill program where we remind
you it’s time to get your prescription refilled!

Hours: M-S 8:30 am-8 pm | Sun. 1 pm-6 pm

•
•
•
•
•
•

74 Plaza Drive | Pell City, AL | northsideapothecary.com

Internet refill requests
Fast prescription transfers from other pharmacies
Flex Spending Cards accepted
Comprehensive selection of Rehab & Home Health products
Free Flavoring of liquid medicines
OTC selection

We accept BCBS and Tricare!

205-814-7272
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Services provided:

705 Gene Stewart Blvd.
Sylacauga, AL 35150

256.245.3166 • 800.335.9947
www.b-htransfer.com

Corporate Office:
Sandersville, GA 31082 | 800.342.6462
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MOVING AMERICA

THANK YOU!
We salute the truck drivers who keep
the life’s blood of our economy flowing
across this nation, for your courage, sacrifice
and hard work.

1215 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Highway
Sylacauga, AL 35150

000277120r1

Streamline your operations with
Heritage Freight - an industry leader in material
management, logistics, and comprehensive
transportation services with proven accuracy,
flexibility, and on-time delivery.

256-245-2488
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New APC VP
calls Talladega
his hometown
Terry Smiley
believes in
service to
others
BY SAM PRICKETT
Special to The Daily Home

Talladega native Terry Smiley has assumed
responsibilities as vice president of Alabama
Power’s eastern division, a role that oversees the
company’s operations — including sales, economic and community development, and external affairs — in a region that includes Talladega,
Calhoun, Etowah and eight other surrounding
counties.
Smiley was prepared for the role, he says, by
his time spent growing up in Talladega. Now, he
says, he feels a responsibility to give back to the
community that raised him.
Smiley started his new role at Alabama Power
in September, just two years after joining the
company. Before that promotion, he’d worked
as the company’s external affairs and marketing
manager for the Birmingham area — and before
that, he’d spent over two decades working at Alagasco, the natural gas utility now known as Spire.
He held a variety of jobs there, including
roles in operations, customer service, marketing, and governmental relations. “It’s been a
privilege to work in the utility business for over
26 years,” Smiley says. “I believe it’s important to
be well-rounded and my experience in various
areas has been beneficial to me in my current
role.”
“I oversee a team of community relations
employees who ensure we are serving our
communities to the best of our ability by being
actively engaged with and supporting the goals
of our civic, education, business and nonprofit
partners, along with our elected officials,” Smiley
says.
For Smiley, that means personal involvement
with a number of local organizations. He serves
on the board of directors for the Presbyterian
Home for Children, the Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce and the Jacksonville State
University Foundation. He’s also a member of
the board of trustees at Talladega College and a
member of the Anniston Rotary Club.
Smiley — who attended Birmingham-Southern College, where he was an All-American basketball player for two years — says that this community involvement isn’t just part of his job; it’s a
way of giving back to the community that raised
him.
“I was very blessed to have many people in
the community to invest time in me at an early
age,” he says. “Family members, teachers, church
members, and coaches. I am the beneficiary of
individuals that were committed to service and
giving back to the community. I believe it’s my
responsibility to pay it forward and be of service
to others. I am very fortunate to work for a company that’s committed to service and provides
me with an opportunity to work with others to
uplift our community.”
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Jerry Woods Memorial Pavilion
dedicated at Lakeside Park

Visitors to Pell City Lakeside Park are now
enjoying the picnic tables, seating and shade
underneath the newly constructed Jerry Woods
Memorial Pavilion.
Woods was the owner of Woods Surfside
Marina on Logan Martin Lake and co-founder of
LakeFest & Boat Show, the South’s largest in-water boat show.
The Logan Martin Charity Foundation,
which organizes the annual event, held a small
but well-attended dedication ceremony on

Wednesday, June 10 during which Woods was
honored and the 30x60 pavilion was presented
to the Pell City Parks and Recreation Department.
“The pavilion dedication was an emotional occasion for Jerry’s family, Diana, Mark and
Eva,” said Justin Hogeland, a member of the
Logan Martin Charity Foundation. Hogeland
worked with Woods to organize most of the
LakeFest events since its inception and served
as an organizer of the dedication ceremony,
which was attended by such officials as Pell City
Mayor Bill Pruitt, City Manager Brian Muenger,
Police Chief Paul Irwin and representatives of
the city’s parks and recreation department.

During the ceremony, several of Woods’
friends spoke about his love for the lake and
the people in the community. They told of his
efforts to make Lakeside Park a more enjoyable
place for families, and they recalled personal
memories of his friendship and examples of his
leadership.
“He would have loved this,” his wife Diana
said at the end of the ceremony. Her voice
cracked with emotion while others nodded in
agreement and wiped tears from their eyes.
The pavilion was originally scheduled to be
dedicated in May, during the 10th annual LakeFest event, but COVID-19 concerns forced the
event to be cancelled for the benefit of pub-
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lic health and safety. The foundation has already
scheduled next year’s event for May 21-23, 2021.
Construction of the pavilion was financed “100
percent” by LakeFest proceeds, he added. “The sole
purpose of LakeFest is to give back to the community, and we have now exceeded $300,000 in donations
that has been given back since LakeFest was founded a decade ago,” Hogeland said.
Proceeds have also been used to help fund a wetland boardwalk at the park for Logan Martin Lake
Protection Association’s community education outreach project.. The boardwalk is 70-feet long and has
a large observation deck with benches at the end
and features signage that identifies various plants
and other parts of the wetlands. The project cost
$39,000 and was

completed in 2014.
Other projects that have been wholly or partially
funded by Lakefest proceeds include paved, handicap-accessible walkways in the park, a floating pier
and an extension of the main pier to accommodate
more boats at the park’s beach area.
The Jerry Woods Memorial Pavilion will serve as
LakeFest’s VIP area each year, and it can be rented
for such activities as bass tournaments, picnics and
family reunions at other times.
“It’s one of the bigger pavilions at the park, and it’s
one of two pavilions there that have lights and ceiling
fans. The sign has a flag on it, which is something
that was near and dear to Jerry’s heart. He always
had a special place in his heart for veterans. He loved
them and was always concerned with their care and

welfare,” Hogeland said.
“We wanted to find a way to honor him in a permanent way. We thought about a boardwalk or a
pier, but we decided a pavilion would have more stability, and it’s a structure that you can see whether
you’re on land or the water. Jerry’s ultimate goal was
to give back to the community. He loved to do things
for Lakeside Park, and we’re pleased to honor him by
putting his name on this special place for the community to use.”
Diana said she would like for him to also be
remembered for his love of veterans, animals and
children. “He supported numerous charities that
benefit and provide services for all of them. He had a
special place in his heart for veterans, dogs and kids.”

Sylacauga Parks
and Recreation
FALL SPORTS REGISTRATION
Everyone should go online and register on the new website: www.sylacauga.recdesk.com
Set up a profile for themselves and their children so that registration will go faster.

• KidGym & Cheernastics
• Dancing Stars Classes
• Baton Classes (Private or Group)
• Guitar Lessons

• Room & Pavilion Rentals

(Check Availability August 1)

•Flag Football
•Football

•Volleyball
•Soccer
•Fall Baseball Training
•Cheerleading (Ages 5-12)

Contact Sylacauga Parks and Recreation for more information:
2 W. 8th St., Sylacauga, AL • (256) 249-8561
www.sylacauga.recdesk.com

LAKE HOWARD
& SYLAWARD
TRAIL
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•14.5 Miles of Award-Winning Mountain Biking & Hiking Trails
•New Boat Launch - 38 New Boat Slips •New Fishing Pier
•New Kayak/Canoe Launch - Kayak Rentals
•Renovated Pavilions •New ADA Compliant Restrooms

For Lake Information Call 256-404-5165 or e-mail beanethere@gmail.com
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AMERICA, WE WANT TO
HELP YOU GET BACK TO IT
WITH THE FORD PROMISE.
See Town & Country Ford for more information.

IF THIS IS YOUR KIND OF TRUCK

THEN THIS
IS YOUR MONTH

“Experience Our Award Winning Attitude”
Pell City, AL | 205-884-0000 | 1-20 • Exit 158 • Hwy 231
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Hard work, dedication and family values pay off
for Allen Oil Company

Special to The Daily Home

Tim Allen is a current
co-owner of the Sylacauga-based petroleum company that bears his family’s
name, and he’s fully aware of
the heritage that comes with
his responsibilities.
“Yes, my sister Debbie
Armstrong and I are the current owners,” he said, “but I
really want to make sure my
dad gets his credit because
we couldn’t be where we are
today without the hard work
he invested. His dedication
gave us a head start and the
ability to have a stable job
and to be able to help others.”
Their father, Harmon
Allen, founded Allen Oil
Company, a wholesale
petroleum dealer that in time
expanded into other endeavors. “Allen Oil is not our only
business,” Tim Allen said.
“We distribute oil to a lot of
vendors and locations, but
many are unaware that we
have seven retail stores and
have a real estate business.
However, more people know
about our retail stores than
all of our oil distributions.”
Allen said that he remembers when gas was $0.29 a
gallon, but “things are definitely different opposed
to when I was growing up.
When my grandfather and
father started a service
station in 1957, they were
full-service stations, and we
had curb markets. Back in
the day, we had everything
a grocery store had in the
size of a convenience store.
Now with the way the world
has evolved, things have
changed dramatically, but I
would say definitely for the
best. In our stores we own,
we offer hot meals in our
Allen Brew Markets, pastries
and cakes in Betty Ruth’s
Cafe and we even have
liquor stores in some establishments.”

Betty Ruth’s Cafe is
named for Tim and Debbie’s
mother, who died in 1991.
Asked what advice he
would pass on to those balancing multiple businesses or aspiring to, Tim says
that hard work is essential.
“Work smart, save your
money and put your money
back into your business. The
consistency of hard work will
show and become a great
strength in building the back
bone to your business. My
father’s hard work is why we
are here today. I still consult
with my father daily. Even at
82 years old, he still comes
in and gives his input, and
we respect it. If he disagrees
with something, we usually
do not go ahead with it. That
is how much we continue to
value his input.”
Being a part of the community is important to Allen

Oil Company.
“To be involved in the
community is an essential
for us,” Tim said. “We are
very active and give our support constantly throughout
various businesses, schools
and community programs.
Whether it is buying a banner, donating to our first
responders or picking up
trash along the highway, we
believe highly in showing
our support. In fact, when
COVID-19 struck and businesses suffered in certain
aspects, we stepped in and
bought certificates from
businesses and gave them
away in our stores to generate more business to those
establishments. I also have
created a portable coffee
bar for teachers and staff of
schools that we have partnered with in the area, where
they can enjoy coffee free

of charge for a week. Doing
these various things in the
community is our way of saying that the hard work they
invest constantly does not go
unnoticed either.”
During the start of the
pandemic, Allen Oil and
their businesses were able to
remain open and help others get through this trying
time. Allen believes that the
company did not suffer as
much as it could have from
the pandemic because it was
“a little ahead of the curve”
due to instinct and a little
research.
“Back in February, we put
up shields for employees and
gave them gloves and masks,
so when the outbreak happened, we were in a sense
already prepared. The only
delay was the order for more
that I placed a little after that
did not arrive until about

May, but a great thanks goes
to our staff for sticking in
there during COVID, and we
truly appreciate it. Knock on

wood, but it’s also been a big
blessing that no one on our
staff has encountered the
virus.”
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•General & Cosmetic Dentistry
•Preventive •Restoration
•Teeth Whitening

Most Insurance Accepted
Open: Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
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Our patient’s smiles say it all!
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON

151 Stephen J. White Memorial Blvd.
Talladega
Submitted photo

Allen Oil Company is proud to be a well-established part of the Sylacauga
community, says co-owner Tim Allen

BEN CONTRATTO, DMD

www.facebook.com/TalladegaDentist

For home preservation,
Ace is the place in
Pell City
Special to The Daily Home

frame and our state of the art
paint matching machine can
match the right color, and
homeowners love it.”
When it comes to being
an advocate for the community, the Majures go beyond
being purveyors of hardware supplies and strive to
give back to the community,
always open to opportunities
to help others.
“Though we were new to
the area, when the coronavirus first broke, we wasted
no time in donating supplies
to the hospitals and first
responders, and for me that
felt good to be able to provide,” David said.
Amid the pandemic,
when home repairs were
necessary, Ace was definitely the place people flocked
for quick repairs and renovations. According to the
Majures, their customers did
not want plumbers, electricians, or strangers coming

into their homes, so they
took the projects on themselves.
“We were blessed to
remain open and be considered essential, but we are still
following CDC guidelines,”
David said. “The safety of our
customers and employees is
very important. So we continue to implement social
distancing and are sanitizing
areas constantly.”
The Majures say that they
are thankful for their “great
staff,” because their hard
work is a great part of the
success of the store.
“As business continues
to be great,” David said, “we
strongly believe that we are
living by our motto of providing amazing customer
service and being a blessing
to the community and team
members, and that makes us
feel great, that we can be the
place with the helpful hardware folks.”

Ace Hardware stores are
known across the country for
providing quality products
and customer service.
Angela and David Majure,
owners of the Pell City Ace
location, assure local customers that’s what they’ll
find when they visit their
hometown store.
“When it comes to
expanding or surveying for
a new location, the goal is to
find an area in which we can
be considered the neighborhood store,” David said. “We
were very fortunate to find
the building in Pell City. It
was an opportunity to provide hardware items and
plenty of benefits for the city
and surrounding areas.”
Since opening the store in
November 2019, the Majures
have not been disappointed by the investment. David
believes that the success of
the business comes from
striving to be a blessing to
the community, hiring dedicated team members and
providing good customer
service.
“In just the short amount
of time we have been in the
location, business has really
exceeded our expectations,”
he said. “We have even had
to do a job fair to gain more
employees.”
The Majures know that
Ace Hardware stores are
known for being a source of
materials and information
for convenient home repairs
and do-it-yourself projects,
but they believe that the
Pell City store’s goal is home
preservation instead of just
renovations, with the intent
to help customers maintain
their homes and hire experts
for projects if needed.
“I truly believe that our
brands and machinery set
us apart from other stores,”
David said. “For instance,
our paint matching department is the most popular
Submitted photo
service at the Pell City location. Customers can bring Angela and David Majure are the owners of Ace Hardin a chip of paint or a picture ware in Pell City.

Angler
Recycling, LLC
Celebrating
12 Years
In Business!
•Cars •Iron •Copper
•Aluminum •Stainless
•Brass •Electric Motors
•Sealed Units
15226 Hwy. 411, Odenville, Al

205.629.2200
www.anglerrecycling.com
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Southland Golf Carts is a family-owned business that has
successfully served St. Clair County -- and the entire state -since 2001, offering golf carts, accessories and service.
“My parents were the ones that originated Southland
Golf Carts, and for them it kind of all just fell into place one
day,” said owner Jacob Harper. “My dad started off buying
three golf carts one day, and the next day they were sold,
and things just took off from there. After a while, things just
started to transition over to me. I took over and have loved
it ever since.”
Southland offers new and pre-owned golf carts (in either
gas or electric that can be purchased or rented), service and
repairs, customization, accessories and more than 20 years
of experience. It has affordable prices and serves as a onestop shop, which is a great convenience for customers.
“Out of all the services we provide, our sales department
is most popular, and I think that has a lot to contribute to
customers personal use and the business we do with various apartment complexes and companies,” Harper said.
Southland advises treating golf carts as you would any Southland Golf Carts is at 2945 Logan Martin Dam Road in St. Clair County.
vehicle you were seeking to purchase, and advise a test drive
before purchase. Any conditions or repairs needed can be
done at the location, or even after purchase, repairs can be
done at the location.
Southland started in Pell City, and Harper loves its location there. “It’s like the hometown place. A part of our connection to the community stems from our staff. Just about
all of our employees live in Pell City or in close proximity,
and that is important to us. It’s like being surrounded by
family.”
Just like most businesses, the COVID-19 pandemic
affected Southland as well. Though it was considered an
essential business due to some of the services and products
it provides, some changes had to be made to its operation.
“This pandemic has caused things to change drastically
for us,” Harper said. “The events and rentals we had scheduled have been canceled, and we are still suffering with a
shortage of parts from overseas.”
Despite these challenges, Harper remains hopeful that
things will recover, and believes in the meantime, it is
important for businesses to adjust accordingly.
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BUDDY L.

MILAM

Involvement/Community Leadership
PLATFORMS

•Bring more jobs to Talladega County
•Four-lane project from Sylacauga to Winterboro
•Clean-up the former Avondale Mills property
4 Elected/Served as Board Member, Talladega Co.
Board of Education
4 Elected/Served as Board Member, Coosa Pines
Federal Credit Union
4 Coached Sylacauga Youth Baseball for 25 years
4 Retired from Kimberly Clark-Bowater Mills
(42 years)
4 Wife retired from Avondale Mills (28 years)
4 Three children and four grandchildren
“During the Pandemic, it has been hard to personally reach out to the
residents in District 5. I humbly ask for your vote and pray that each one
is staying safe during this difficult time. Thank you!”
Pd. Pol. Adv. by Buddy Milam, 215 W. Curtis Rd., Sylacauga, AL 35150
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Marble City Pharmacy: A mainstay of
the Sylacauga community

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Marble City Pharmacy
has been an advocate for
the Sylacauga community
for almost two decades. The
family-owned business has
been successful due to good
customer service and a foundation built of hard work.
“Mr. Hobson and our
father started this business,
and what they created is a lot
to live up to,” said co-owner
Jacob Johnson. “Mr. Hobson
himself was a legend and
very well known throughout the community, and our
father, who was also a pharmacist, was very involved in
the community as well, so
between the two of them, the
pressure was on with some
big shoes to fill.”
Jacob and his brother
Jared, co-owner and pharmacist, took over the business after Hobson’s death
and their father’s retirement
and have been the owners for seven of Marble City
Pharmacy’s 17 years.
“To work aside my brother is truly a great experience,”
Jacob said. “Most of the time
as adults we do not get a
chance to spend a lot of time
with family, but being able
to work together has made
us closer as brothers, and to
have somebody to understand my days definitely
helps. However, our father
still checks in from time to
time, so that is a help as well.”
Johnson believes that
through the transition into
owners they were fortunate
to enter a business that was
already stable and successful. The standard established
by the previous owners to

maintain a good welcoming
environment and provide
quality customer service has
remained paramount.
Marble City Pharmacy provides the services of
any retail pharmacy, but it
is also for immunizations
and health screenings -and now COVID-19 testing
-- that its customers come.
According to Johnson, customers prefer coming to the
pharmacy opposed to going
to a doctor’s office and have
to endure long waits.
“When it comes to connecting to the community as
a pharmacy, we aim to provide financial support to our
customers through processing insurance policies and
helping where we can,” Jacob
said, adding that he and his
brother believe in making
people in the community
aware that they are there for
any questions or concerns
outside of just dropping off
or picking up prescriptions,
especially in recent weeks.
“This pandemic has only
caused minor changes for
us, but overall we were not
affected,” he said. “If you
had high blood pressure
before the pandemic, you
most likely still do and need
your medicine as before. So
medication needs have not
changed, but the way we
work has been altered. We
have always offered curbside services because we are
in the middle of a strip mall
and do not have a drive-thru,
so that again is nothing we
are unfamiliar with.”
As the world continues to
adjust to the pandemic, the
Johnson brothers and their
staff will be there for the
Sylacauga community.

The Daily Home

Offering a full inventory to care for the community’s pharmaceutical needs as well as a varied array of gift
items, Marble City Pharmacy is at 264 W Fort Williams St. in Sylacauga.

Sylacauga Utilities Board
provides quality,
affordable services
Sylacauga Utilities Board
has been established since
1952, providing reliable and
affordable utilities to the city
of Sylacauga and surrounding communities.
“I believe combined or
even separately, our services
are cheaper than most companies’ throughout the state
which is very beneficial to
the residents and businesses within the city and surrounding areas,” said Mitch
Miller, general manager.
Sylacauga Utilities Board
originated as the city’s first
natural gas supplier. Due
to financial hardship after
putting in the gas lines, the
board was invested into to
cut down debt the city accumulated while installing the
pipelines. This investment
helped to grow the company
and expand.
The board was also one
of the first electric utilities
in Alabama to install computer-controlled load management systems to control
peak demand, thus reducing
the cost of power. This allows
cost to be more affordable
opposed to the rates of other
companies, Miller said.
“We are one of 36 utility boards in the state of
Alabama, and we have six
departments, each dedicated to a service with one
department dedicated to
billing.”
Sylacauga Utilities Board
offers electricity, natural gas,
water, waste water services
and internet. Miller believes
that out of all their services
offered, the most popular
services are electricity and
water, because both are
necessities.
The internet service
offered is state-of-the-art,
according to the board. The
strength of connection that
is produced is dedicated
directly to that customer and

is not shared. This benefits
not only residents and businesses in the area but also
helps the board to navigate
and monitor the other services.
“Our constant goal is to
provide all services in a very
economical nature as well
as to continue to provide
lower rates, and reliable services at a lower cost,” Miller
said.
Being faced with the
coronavirus pandemic
and the effect it has had on
many, the Sylacauga Utilities Board has taken that
hardship into account in
dealing with its customers.
To protect customers and
employees, the building
offices are closed to the public and consideration was
extended for three months.
“As of June, we are just
now starting to do disconnections of services due to
non-payment or customers

not communicating they
need more time,” Miller said.
“If more time is needed for
some, we are still working
with them to find the best
solution.”
He and the board’s staff

are working to continue
to serve the community
by not only providing reliable services but to create a
foundation of support and
improvement for the benefit
of its customers.
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EXPRESS
PHARMACY

TRUST • SERVICE • VALUE

Drew Alexander
Union State Insurance, Inc.

Our pharmacy staff is committed to helping
customers feel better by providing friendly,
reliable prescription service and by making
sure customers understand important
information about their prescriptions.

1920 1st Ave. N. / Pell City, AL

205-884-1670
800-239-4356

•No Waiting
•Convenient Drive Through
•No Automated Phone Lines

Located Inside The Pig
on Battle Street, Talladega

256-362-1120

000276888R1
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from decades past to decades to come.

Each year brings new opportunities for continuing growth and
progress. These businesses in The Daily Home coverage area have
shaped our communities' future. Read about them here.

Over 170 Years 91-100 Years 71-80 Years 51-60 Years 41-50 Years 31-40 Years 31-40 Years 21-30 Years 21-30 Years 16-20 Years 11-15 Years 6-10 Years
Citizens Baptist Medical

Pell City Flower Shop

Wingfield

Taylor Rental

Broiler Room

Logan Martin Vet Clinic

Talladega (256) 362-2334

Center

36 Comer Ave.

Engineering Co., Inc.

206 Tinney St. S

12089 Stemley Rd.

1220 Martin St. S

Lincoln (205) 763-7763

604 Stone Ave. Talladega

Pell City (205) 338-2226

PO Box 68

Talladega (256) 362-2433

Lincoln (205) 763-3036

Pell City (205) 884-3412

Munford (256) 358-9000
Member FDIC

Main: (256) 362-8111

110 Academy Circle

Open 24/7 and We

CitizensBaptistMedicalCenter.com

Goodwater (256) 839-6338

Welcome Call in Orders!

HRH Metals, Inc.

Fax: (256) 839-6390

905 Marketta Spur Rd.
Over 160 Years

Over 160 Years

YMCA Camp Cosby

Moody (205) 640-5500

2290 Paul Bear Bryant Rd.

The Daily Home
Talladega (256) 362-1000
Pell City (205) 884-3400
dailyhome.com

Usrey-Brown Service

61-70 years
61-70
Years

516 North St.

21271 Hwy 231 N

101-159 Years

Talladega (256) 362-4261
Rkallenoil.com

Talladega Funeral Home

Pell City (205) 338-0303
Usreyfuneralhome.com

Griffin’s Jewelers
Talladega, Pell City
griffinsjewelers.org

Reliable Transmission

Riverside (205) 884-4400

129 Broom St.

riverbendapts.citymax.com

Talladega (256) 761-1220

Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-0111

Funeral Home

Talladega (256) 362-2344

101-159 years

R K Allen Oil Company

ATAP, Inc.

First House Chinese

130 Industry Way

Restaurant

Fields & Gossett Realty
Talladega Office Machines

508 Martin St. S

30 N Spring St.

Pell City (205) 884-2300

Talladega (256) 362-2883

Eastaboga (256) 362-2221

107 Johnson Ave.

S&R Body Shop

atap.com

Talladega (256) 362-0505

506 Korreckt Dr.

Since 1979

Lincoln (205) 763-1905

Michael’s Mens Wear
Murray’s Garage
Carter Hardware
Hwy 21

1600 9th St.
81-90 years

81-90 Years

Munford (256) 358-4971

Thornton, Carpenter,
O’Brien, Lawrence & Sims

Riverside (205) 338-7420

212 North St. W
Talladega (256) 362-0081

Coosa Valley Electric
Cooperative

Brannon’s Office

69220 AL Hwy 77

144 East St. N

Talladega (256) 362-4180

murraysgarage.net

Porter & Porter Company

Sylacauga (256) 245-8920

Talladega (256) 362-4194

Owners:

porterandportercompany.com

Lee Holmes
Ray Holmes

Pell City Heating & Cooling

Pell City (205) 338-2820

Johnny J. Smith & Son’s

pellcityheatingandcooling.com

Construction Co.

1604 Martin St. S

2806 Moody Pkwy

Pell City (205) 338-9872

Moody (205) 640-6234

Alabama Brick

Caran Wilbanks

1606 Martin St. S

2319 Cogswell Ave., Ste. 101

Pell City (205) 338-9590

Pell City (205) 338-7320
caranw@era-king.com

71-80 years

71-80 Years

1715 2nd Ave. E

Post #107
8299 Railroad Ave.
Leeds (205) 699-2695

Hwy 75 N

Pell City (205) 338-2050

Village at Cook Springs
415 Cook Springs Rd.
Pell City (205) 814-3199

Oneonta (205) 853-8635

Terry’s Metropolitan

Like Us on Facebook

Mortuary

Goodgame Company

1702 W Battle St.

2311 3rd Ave. S

Talladega (256) 362-2421

Pell City (205) 338-2551

villageatcooksprings.com

of Commerce

Blair & Parsons

1000 Bruce Etheredge Pkwy

1711 Cogswell Ave.

Ste 105

Pell City (205) 884-3440

Leeds (205) 699-5113

Alfa Insurance

Pell City (205) 338-3500

Jennifer Hayes

William P. Bullard

314 Battle St. E

Retail Market Manager

Talladega (256) 362-2274

Ford Meter Box Co., Inc.
Trammel, Harper &

815 Miles Pkwy

Williams, Inc.

Pell City (205) 884-4480

1607 S Martin St. Ste. 4

fordmeterbox.com

Pell City (205) 884-3444
thwinc.com

Cropwell Small Animal

lphillips@thwinc.com

Hospital
Pell City (205) 338-3556

Patterson Pharmacy
21-30 years

31-40 Years

Metro Bank
800 Martin St. S

51-60 years
41-50 years
51-60
Years 41-50
Years

Clark’s Insurance

Shocco Springs Baptist

Storey’s Tax Service

Union State Bank

Conference Center

111 Court St. N

PO Box 647

1314 Shocco Springs Rd.

Talladega (256) 362-5571

Pell City (205) 884-1520

Talladega (256) 761-1100

Facebook@

Since 1903

shocco.org

storeystaxservice

Sylacauga (256) 207-2101
Fax (256) 207-2102

Pell City (205) 884-2265

Royal Foods Inc.
1904 16th Ave. S

SafeGuard Corporation
39610 Hwy 280

Ann’s New Life Center for

Lakeside Boathouse

Laurie Brasher

2071 Sylacauga-

1704 Cogswell Ave.

2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd.

Women LLC

3440 Martin St. S

Fields & Gossett Realty

Pell City (205) 884-1608

Vincent (205) 525-0131

3440 Martin St. S Ste. 1

Cropwell (205) 473-5750

©(205) 365-3639

Cropwell (205) 338-4580

lakeside-boathouse.com

(o) (205) 884-2300

Fayetteville Hwy

J & K Tires & Service, LLC
Elwood Staffing
115 N Court St. Ste. A
Talladega (256) 362-1953

Sarah Brazzolotto
1908 Cogswell Ave.

Old Gray Barn
Formerly Gossett
Hardware/Express
Shipping
1910 Cogswell Ave.

Talladega Auto Parts

Pell City (205) 884-1040

217 Battle St. E
Talladega (256) 362-1770

Bullard Mechanical

212 East St. N

Hwy 231 S
Towne Park Plaza Ste. 10

Jamie Carpenter

Tallatron

Heating & Air

Pell City (205) 813-0290

jandktires@gmail.com

Fax: (205) 813-0289

2404 Forrest Ln.
Pell City (205) 884-4061

Lincoln Pharmacy

Lincoln (205) 763-7759

16-20 years
16-20
Years

AlaHomes Realty, LLC

kellrealty.com

Talladega (256) 368-9008
alahomes.com

37 Marina Dr.

Commercial and Industrial

Cropwell (205) 525-5533

Sew Nice Embroidery

Talladega (205) 763-9844

woodssurfside.com

& Gifts

Ashville (205) 594-5461

Associate Broker CRS ABR

Joiner Plumbing Services

106 Stonegate Circle

Forever Home Realty Inc.

2030 Old Coal City Rd.

Lincoln (256) 362-2800

(205) 613-2229

Owner: Kyle Payne

bonniesellshomes@gmail.com

Pineview Landing
Apartments

Equipment, Inc.
14303 Hwy 411

160 Broadway Ave.

Odenville (205) 629-2270

Talladega (256) 362-9412

oakridgepowerequipal.com

Like us on Facebook

Pell City (205) 338-7775
oishiasian.com

Triple T's Food Store

Aardwolf Termite & Pest

5000 Cogswell Ave.

Control

Farris Lock & Key

Pell City (205) 884-8896

290 Lock 4 Rd.

John Farris

Riverside (205) 338-6615

(205) 577-7752

aardwolfpestcontrol.net

farrislockandkey.com

Village East Assisted Living

6-10 Years

6-10 years

Michelle Greene

Beck First Aid & Safety, Inc.

704 B Battle St. E
Talladega (256) 268-8036
Popthetopsodashop.com

Salon 4 You

Realtor

3315 Dr. John Haynes Dr.

Remax Hometown

Pell City (205) 299-6515

Properties

Ladonna Phillips

30 Comer Ave.

Hairstylist/Owner

(205) 901-3352 c

rbradford@beckfirstaid.com

(205) 338-7355 o
mgreene@hometownproperties.com

Angler Recycling

TB Turner Interior Design

Daylight Donuts

15226 Hwy 411

113 Court St. N

705 Martin St. N Ste. 2

Odenville (205) 629-2200

Talladega (256) 223-0908

Pell City (205) 338-8700
Facebook.com/daylight.pellcity

43 Providence Rd.
Ragland (205) 472-2178

320 W Battle St.
(Inside Piggly Wiggly)
Talladega (256) 362-1120

At Town & Country Ford
1103 Martin St. N
Pell City (205) 525-4777

Express Pharmacy
Food Barn

Quick Lane Tire & Auto Center

quicklane.com
Wanda’s Silk Flowers
3508 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 913-1942
Like Us on Facebook

Less than 1 year
Less
Than 1 Year

Pell City (205) 814-4504

Moody Realty

Well Way Health Shoppe

Like us on Facebook

Paula Krafft, Realtor

2305 Stemley Bridge Rd.

(205) 365-9612

Hwy 34

The Kitchen

(205) 640-7671

Pell City (205) 884-1160

11 Pine Harbor Rd.

moodyrealtyal.com

wellwaywholehealthshoppe.net

Pell City Ace Hardware

Pell City (205) 362-2766

paula@moodyrealtyal.com

Like Us On Facebook

2640 Martin St. S

Pell City (409) 781-3441

Pell City (205) 813-0011

setinteriors.com

tuckerkat063@gmail.com

Properties
Robinson Law Firm

Sharon Thomas

1911 Martin St. S Ste. B

30 Comer Ave.

1-5 Years

1-5 Years

Set Interiors
Home Décor/Decorating
Services
1605 Martin St. S Ste. 4

acehardwarepellcity@gmail.com

ServPro of St. Clair
Remax/Hometown

Head Chiropractic

Pell City (205) 338-9463

Like Us on Facebook

CSP

Oakridge Outdoor Power

4852 Cogswell Ave.

anglerrecycling.com

70 6th Ave.

Management Company

rodneysmarinecenter@gmail.com

Like Us On Facebook

Pell City (205) 982-0887

800 Shelton Shores

Payne Science Pest

I-20 Exit 158 Hwy 231

Pop the Top

112 Court Square S

Bonnie Voss

Oishi Asian Restaurant

Pell City (205) 338-2221

Ashville (205) 594-5391

Woods Surfside Marina

Cropwell (205) 525-1500

220 Kings Circle

Heather Roberts – Realtor
Terry Hogge Electric

Town & Country Ford

Pell City (205) 814-1911

99 Magnolia St.

Kell Realty

21-30 Years

6046 Martin St. S

11-15 years

11-15 Years

20901 Hwy 231

17 Court St. W

Rodney’s Marine Center, LLC

pellcityford.com
Mary’s Mini Warehouses

Pell City (205) 884-2195

Service Co Inc.

Owners:

jandktire.com

2105 Martin St. S

Restaurant

21-30 years

2048 Martin St. S

1609 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-2332

Like Us on Facebook

of Pell City

A Kut Above Detail Shop

Hair Impressions

Bobby Williamson

Steele (256) 570-0777

Comfortcare Hospice

Bain & Co. CPA

Guadalajara Mexican

Owner/Stylist:

1667 Wood St.

laurie.brasher@gmail.com

annesnewlifecenter@gmail.com

marysminiwarehouse.com

Pell City (205) 338-2824

Talladega (256) 362-7777

southlandgolfcarts.com

Sylacauga (256) 208-4100

106 S Court Square
Talladega (256) 362-3548

Assistant Vice President

Southland Golf Carts

Pell City (205) 884-7726

Pell City (205) 338-3377

2308 Mays Dr.

7513 Parkway Dr.

Pell City Branch

fieldsgossett.com

Pell City Chamber

2623 Martin St. S
American Legion

1930 Martin St. S

Rob Holmes

331 Cogswell Ave.

Brannons.biz

Valley Bank

Stevens & Son Locksmith

Simpson Collison Center, LLC

Sylacauga Marine & ATV
2670 Old Birmingham Hwy

Talladega (256) 362-6104

Rose’s Shoes & Boots

Talladega (256) 362-2631

Leeds (205) 699-6651

The Ark
13030 Hwy 78

127 W Court Square

Wood Appraisal Services

417 River Bend Rd.

47815 Hwy 78 E
Lincoln (205) 763-7756

36002 AL Hwy 21

Alpine (256) 268-2007

Midway Auto Parts

Riverbend Apartments

Omya Alabama Inc.

County

Pell City Internal &

Shirley Kujan

Family Medicine

Springville Small Engine

93 Hagan Ave.

41 Eminence Way

7885 Hwy 11 N

Alabama Bag

Haynes Sewing Machine Co.

Midway Memory Gardens

Matt Carpenter

35960 Hwy 21

840 Railroad Dr.

PO Box 576

1008 Gurnee Ave.

27950 AL Hwy 21

Angie Hughes

Talladega (256) 761-1228

Pell City (205) 338-4199

1013 W Fort Williams St.

Pell City (205) 884-5133

Pell City (205) 338-7355

Childersburg (205) 362-7431

Pell City (205) 884-9000

Springville (205) 467-0373

Talladega (256) 362-4921

Anniston (256) 236-2021

Talladega (256) 362-8995

Sheila Hatchett

License No. 187

Birmingham (205) 838-2298

Sylacauga (256) 245-2258

rlflaw.net

sharonthomas.net

skugan@servpro9264.com

pcifm.com

Like Us on Facebook

000275291r1

First Bank of Alabama

1-5 Years
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Hometown auto dealership serves
Talladega community
BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Bill Stanford Automotive has been in business for over 30
years, developing a reputation for being able to turn denials
into approvals.
“We do help those with bad credit,” said general manager Cheryl Cate. “We have several lenders that we reach out
to that could potentially get people approved if they do not
have the best of credit. We sell quality cars, but we believe in
second chances because we know that things happen in life.”
Owners Bill and Lynne Stanford started the business

when they discerned the need for a quality auto dealership
in Talladega. Last January, Stanford transitioned to a new
location on East Street North, where it continues to enjoy
success.
Cate describes Stanford as “a great employer and friend”
that she has worked with for 30 years. Her own love for cars
and helping others is what keeps her a part of the establishment. “To watch people drive out after thinking they could
not be approved is something I love about my job,” she says.
Asked what advice she would give to prospective car buyers, Cate recommends researching the dealer and the type of
car you are looking for, having money to put down and being
aware of your credit score.

Bill Stanford Automotive is at 411 East Street N in Talladega.

000266974r1

“We are not just a car dealership,” she says. “We also are
an advocate throughout the community. We support the
schools, sport teams, cheerleading and more and try to help
wherever we can.”
With businesses locally and across the nation suffering
from the coronavirus pandemic, the dealership considers
itself fortunate, according to Cate.
“We were very fortunate to remain open through everything, and we have held in there, but I will admit that there
have been some challenges. Things definitely are different,
but I believe things will get better.”

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE DAILY HOME, CALL 256-235-9253

The Daily Home
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SHOP SYLACAUGA,

CHILDERSBURG & OAK GROVE
RUDD’S
LAUNDROMAT

901 N. Anniston Ave. | Sylacauga, AL

256-245-5936

DROP OFF
SERVICE.
WE WASH
AND FOLD!
LARGE
CAPACITY
MACHINES

5 : 0 0 a m - L a s t wa s h s t a r t t i m e 7 p m

7 DAYS A WEEK

RUDD’S

WITH
AUTOMATIC TUNNEL

•FREE Vacuum with Carwash Purchase
•Self Serve Bays
• Commercial Bay Wash

DIRT

CHEAP
Auto Sales
Need A Reliable Vehicle
for CHEAP? Come On
Down Where the Prices
Can’t Be BEAT!
WE WILL WORK

WITH YOU!

Open Monday-Saturday 8am-5pm

256-245-0500
1301 Talladega Hwy • Sylacauga, AL

Call Patrick

at 256-794-0022

Across from the Piggly Wiggly

42811 US Hwy 280, Sylacauga 35150

Termite
DANNY’s Alabama
& Pest Control

Market Place
1 Tyler Circle, Childersburg

256-378-0076

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

With Safe
& Modern
Methods

For Your Family
•Jam •Jellies
•Amish Cheese
•Pure Honey

Owners: Danny
& Kaye Robertson

•Residential
•Commercial •Industrial

717 1st Street SW
Childersburg, AL

256.378.6903

Forget Me Not

YOUR ONE STOP
GLASS SHOP!

Flowers and Gifts

34470 Hwy. 280 - Childersburg

1054 First Street N.W.,
Childersburg, AL 35044

Glass Co., Inc.
Sylacauga

256-378-5480

“Since 1979”

510 N. Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga
256-245-2222

Fax 256-245-2223
debbiesanders53@yahoo.com

For Holidays, Celebrations
or “Just Because”

Let Us Make Your Home Beautiful

256.378.0606 • 256.510.2446

Nelson’s
Formals

BOOTHE

Blue Horizon Travel

APPLIANCE, INC.

JEWELRY

Downtown Sylacauga • 256-245-2157

Full Service Travel Agency

Celebrating 52 Years of Service

•Ring Sizing
•Repairs
•Watch Batteries
•Layaway
•We Buy Gold

STACEY’S

Connie Nelson, Owner

FREE ESTIMATES

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
CUSTOM VACATIONS,
CRUISES,
HONEYMOONS,
WEEKEND TRIPS
Your FULL SERVICE Dealer
APPLIANCES – SERVICE - PARTS
Whirlpool, Maytag, Amana,
and Kitchen-Aid Appliances.

401 W 4th St., Sylacauga, AL
256-249-8862

601 S. Norton Ave.
ServingP.O.Talladega,
Box 1303, Sylacauga, AL
Coosa, Clay, Tallapoosa,
Give
us a call:
256-245-7900
St. Clair,
Shelby,
Elmore &
Visit our website at: Bluehorizontravelllc.com
Jefferson Counties
Email: bluehorizontravel@mysylacauga.com

PEOPLES SANITATION

Serving Talladega and Shelby counties.
Septic Tank & Grease Trap Services
- Pumping, Installation and Repair.
Roll-Off Hauling Service - Open Top
Containers & Compactors.

Serving Talladega,
Coosa, Clay, Tallapoosa,
St. Clair, Shelby, Elmore &
Jefferson Counties

Dependable Service for Over 45 Years.
Call Us Today!

(256) 378-6886

21 Industrial Park Dr, Childersburg

The team at People Sanitation is here
to help! We have more than 45 years
experience and will do what ever it takes
to eliminate your problems.
We are large enough to handle your
needs and small enough to give you the
personal attention you deserve.

Robby Roberson
Owner

256-378-4845
JRA@jandrautomotive.net

THROUGH JULY 14, 2020
MATTRESS
KING’S
GALLERY
23 N. Broadway Ave. • Sylacauga, AL

256-245-0904

34785 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga, AL 35150
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Usrey Funeral Home
cares for families in
times of need
BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Usrey Funeral Home has been a part of
the Talladega Community for more than 90
years. The owners and staff take pride in
being available at all hours to offer condolences and support for those who have lost
loved ones in death.
“Before taking on the funeral business,
I sought after a building science degree at
Auburn University because I was interested
in construction, but I saw myself more in the
funeral business,” said owner Mike Perry.
“Being able to help people get through the
most difficult time of their life is the best part
of why I do what I do.”
Since opening in 1927, Usrey Funeral
Home remains a locally-owned family business. Its staff is experienced in helping families cope with the emotions and heartache
death causes.
“Our best way to give support and connect with the community is to act as a first
responder in a sense,” Perry said. “No matter

The Daily Home

Hometown embroidery
shop has customers all
over the world

the time of day, we will show up where the
death may have occurred. To provide such
service enables the bereaved the option of a
next step, to help walk them through what to
do, and make the best of decisions to create
a great home going.”
Usrey Funeral Home is a full-service
establishment that offers multiple service
options and serves all faiths.
“With us, you get a full experience from
visitation to the funeral to the grave side,”
Perry said. “Even in the midst of the pandemic, we are still making sure families are
getting a great experience as they lay their
loved ones to rest.”
Though the CDC has set guidelines in
place that restrict large gatherings, funerals
may still be held, and graveside services are
an option now chosen by many families.
Perry, who follows in the footsteps of his
grandfather and father in continuing the tradition to serve others by making a difference
in people’s lives. “With an excellent staff, we
are very much involved in every aspect in
making sure everything comes together,” he
said.

With locations in both Talladega and St. Clair counties, Usrey Funeral Home
is owned by Mike Perry.

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Jalene Peaspanen took a leap of faith to
start a business that she could operate while
taking care of her daughter. With much persistence -- and a few tears here and there
-- she says she has been blessed to be in
business at Sew Nice Embroidery & Gifts in
Ashville for 16 years.
“My store means a lot to me,” she said.
“I have been selling since I was a child, and
when my daughter got diagnosed with diabetes at age 6, it was hard to find child care
that could cater to her needs. So I decided
that selling things now could not possibly be
so different. I needed to be able to take care
of my daughter and have a reliable income.”
Sew Nice Embroidery & Gifts offers
embroidery, monogramming, screen printing, heat press, vinyl signs, engraving and
more. Peaspanen believes that if an item can
be customized, she can do the job.
“Our most popular service is screen
printing. It’s popular with t-shirts, and a lot
of businesses or organizations use them for
promotional purposes or to support a cause,
and I honestly love it. Though it is my job,
I love being a part of the community and
being able to be a part of special moments.”
According to Peaspanen, her business is
also to help give back to the community. She

helps raise money for local causes, sponsors
many events and she keeps a blessing box by
her shop where people can donate items to
those in need.
As the world shifted to uncertain times,
Peaspanen and staff had to close the shop
for almost two months due to the coronavirus outbreak. When business is usually
at its peak at the start of spring, Peaspanen
saw a huge decline in orders, finances and
employees.
“My store is back open, but we have not
reached our full competency yet. I still have
uniforms that have not been picked up, and
I’m not sure when some of my staff will be
able to come back, but I believe that things
will pick back up. In fact, our shipping orders
have increased which is good, and we ship
all over the world.”

Owned by Jalene Peaspanen, Sew Nice Gifts & Embroidery is at 70 6th
Avenue in Ashvil

SHERIFF

JIMMY KILGORE
SAYS:

TALLADEGA COUNTY SHERIFF JIMMY KILGORE would like to remind all residents of Talladega
County that it is not policy to call or contact citizens to tell them there is a warrant for their arrest. More
importantly, deputies will not ask for money, or demand that a resident send money to take care of any
situation. A simple phone call to one of the offices can verify if there is a warrant for their arrest.
In recent months, there has been a rash of fraudulent telephone-oriented schemes. The most recent scam
is that the caller is from the court system and the victim did not appear for jury duty. The caller then instructs
the victim to drive immediately and purchase a prepaid debit/credit card for an amount that differs each
time, and read the card information off to them over the telephone. Once the caller has that information, and
transfers the money from the card, it is almost impossible to trace, much less retrieve the funds. The people
perpetrating these crimes are primarily out-of-state and outside the United States. When Investigators start
tracing phone calls, those numbers are no longer in service, or the callback goes into a constant loop. It is
almost impossible to apprehend or prosecute these predators.
The callers also use an app to make the number they are calling from appear to be one of the Sheriff’s
Office telephone numbers. They then use a common name such as Sgt. Smith or Deputy Jones to identify
themselves and they have even stated they are with agencies, that
although sometimes are fictitious, sound intimidating.
Sheriff Kilgore also warns citizens not to give out social security
numbers or bank account numbers over the telephone. As tax
season is here, remember the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
typically contacts taxpayers via good old-fashioned mail through the
United States Postal Service. “Your bank will know your account
numbers. All you should ever have to relay to the caller is some
security information, such as a mother’s maiden name, or the
answer to some other pre-selected security question,” advises
Sheriff Kilgore.
Often the targeted victims are elderly or people who have never had
any interaction with law enforcement. Citizens who have received
similar calls or been victimized by scammers are encouraged to
contact the Sheriff’s Office at 256-761-2141 or 256-245-5121.
000274753r1
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Quality materials, customer
service hallmarks of
Alabama Brick
BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Alabama Brick has been creating exteriors for
businesses and dream homes for more than 40
years.
The family business has been operated by members of three generations and expanded to five different locations in central Alabama, which its staff
attributes to great customer service and satisfaction.
“Alabama Brick is a business where we build
your dream home. We help prospective customers
realize that no project is too big or small to take on
and to not think your dream home can’t happen
because it costs too much,” said Charles Richerzhagen Jr., outside sales representative. “Though brick
and stone is our most popular product, because it is
the best exterior product when building a home, we
also have other products, such as block, sand and
mortar.”

For prospective home builders, Alabama Brick
advises customers to choose brick because of its
many features and benefits, such as durability, fire
protection, longevity and permanent color.
“I would say that our service is the best in the
industry,” Richerzhagen said, “not just because
of our products and its quality but because of our
knowledge of what we offer.”
He believes that the company’s connection to the
Pell City community is tied to owner Jeff South, who
is a resident of the area and quick to respond to the
COVID-19 crisis. “This pandemic definitely was different but nothing to hold us back from prospering.
We were lucky enough to continue to be strong in
our daily operations with just a few added steps of
daily sanitizing,” Richerzhagen said.
He added that the success of the business is “a
100% team effort, and we are blessed to have a staff
where everyone carries their own weight in the
workload.”

Butts To Go: Pell City’s
“local store”

Alabama’s Source
for Fresh Louisiana Seafood

37730 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga, AL 35150

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

How often can you get a good meal at a gas station? It can be rare that you get something
truly satisfying at the same place where you fill up your tank, but Butts To Go has redefined
eating good on the go.
Inside the Pell City Texaco is a good and affordable barbecue restaurant that provides
freshly prepared meals while being easy on the pockets.
“The biggest and best part of my business is the food,” says owner Wade Reich. He and
partners Tim Jackson and Charlie Robinson took over the gas station in 2008, and Reich
later saw an opportunity to increase inside sales by offering something the public couldn’t
resist.
“There is really no money in gas with the amount of competition there is,” he said, “so
making the choice to establish Butts To Go was definitely a good decision for the market,
the community and us.”
Butts To Go’s menu ranges from smoked pork and baby back ribs to steaks and chicken
to whole Boston butts and a variety of sides. During the holidays, ham and turkeys are also
available, as well as the option of catering for a family dinner or event.
“Our smoked wings are very popular, along with baby back ribs and butts,” Reich says. “I
believe it is the flavor of our meat that makes us stand out opposed to other establishments
whose focus might be the sauce. We cook with our customers in mind because our goal is to
cater to people who do not have the time to cook. Offer food that is convenient, affordable,
and it gives more time to spend with family.”
Reich believes the station’s place in the Pell City community is that it is regarded as “the
local store. We are number one in Pell City by Trip Advisor among the top restaurants to go
to, and to me that says a lot.”
Butts To Go is a business that is tied to the community. It might be well known for delicious barbecue, but it is also well known for its fundraising and support to local high schools
and churches. Reich said that giving back is important because without the support from
the community, the station would not be in business.
Food is an essential need, so as the COVID-19 pandemic struck, business remained the
same for Butts To Go. According to Reich, it already provided takeout services, but a concern became short supplies of certain meats.
“Though I will say you can not go wrong with pork -- maybe if you eat too much -- we
have been selling a lot of steak lately, especially during the
lunch rush.”
In addition to support of the community, Reich said that
the success of the business is due to a good staff. Butts To
Go is normally staffed by 10 employees, but during the holidays more help is hired, and with the Fourth of July, reinforcements were also definitely needed.

Come Taste the Difference
Fresh Makes!
Follow us on Facebook for Updates Weekly.

Message your orders in today!
•Fresh Shrimp - Several Sizes & Deveined
•Fresh Salty Oysters
•Fresh Fish •Local Catfish
•Snow Crabs •And Much More!

1-833-FISH 280
(347-4280)
Facebook@freshseafoodSylacauga
“Check Often for Menu Changes”

Quality Diamond Merchants

Lincoln Chiropractic
& Wellness Center

Celebrating

70 Years 1950-2020

DR. ANDY WHIDDON, DC

Awarded ASCA’s 2014 Young Chiropractor Of The Year
& Chamber’s 2009 Small Business of the Year

We offer all-natural treatment plans designed
to alleviate the following conditions:

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
47795 US Hwy. 78
Lincoln, AL
www.lincolnchiropractic.org

205-763-2222

000274695r1

•Neck Pain
•Back Pain
•Herniated Discs
•Congested Sinuses
•Headaches
•Allergies
•Sports Injuries
•Auto/Personal Injury
•Leg/Arm Pain

Talladega
Pell City

000276839R1
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Owned and operated by Wade Reich, Butts To Go is at 410 Martin Street
N in Pell City.
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We Built Honda’s
Newest SUV.
The Adventures
Are Up To You.

If you’re ready for the road less traveled, then Honda
Manufacturing of Alabama has built the perfect SUV for
wherever you’ll roam. The 2020 Honda Passport is packed
with possibilities, including plenty of cargo room, seating
for five, a cabin filled with the latest technology and 280
horsepower to handle any adventure.
And we couldn’t have done it without our team of 4,500
associates in Lincoln, Alabama. Our dedication to
delivering only the best for our customers is where the
journey begins for every vehicle and engine we build.
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