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Join us as we partner with local dealers for our 15TH ANNUAL Car Sale Event.
We will have a team onsite to assist with questions and financing. This event is happening
at our main branch located on Hwy 280 in Sylacauga - but don’t forget we can also help

with your auto re-financing needs at any of our five locations from April 1-30.
Trust us - you don’t want to miss this opportunity! Get pre-approved today by calling,

visiting us online, or coming by one of our branches.

HSCU’s 15TH ANNUAL

2 0 2 5

SPECIAL CAR SALE RATES
APRIL 11-12
NUMEROUS LOCAL DEALERS!
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WE SERVICEWHATWE SELL!WE SERVICEWHATWE SELL!

ONE AWESOME DEALER - THREE LOCATIONSOOONNNEEE OOOMMMEEE DDD RRR - HHHRRR EEE OOO IIIOOO SSS

Target Prices with ExtendedWarranties,
Powered by HondaMarine and Suzuki Marine

ONE AWESOME DEALER THREE LOCATIONOOOONNNNEEEE OOOOMMMMEEEE DDD RRR HHHRRRR EEEE OOOO IIIIOOOO

A FEW ADVANTAGES OF AVALON/TAHOE
NMMA Certified • Ventilated Aluminum Seat Frames • Laminate Seat Cladding...no carpet or vinyl

• Suspension Seating • Impact Protection • Marine Grade Plywood and Much More ...

Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner’s manual.l

We have Lilipad Flags
& Flagpoles! The Flush

Mount completely
rrreeemmmooovvveeesss fffooorrr ssstttooorrraaagggeee...

7062 Stemley Road on Logan Martin Lake706622 temleyy Roadd on Loggan MMa tin Lakke
Talladega 256-268-2939Talladdegga 225 -22 8-2299399
Salesmen: Jeff & EddieSalesmen:: Jeff & Eddddiee

2nd Location ~ Lake Martin Area Hwy. 28022ndd Location ~ Lakke MMa tin A ea Hwyy.. 2280
Jacksons Gap 256-825-8366Jac sons GGapp 225 -8225-83 66

Salesman: JeremySalesman:: Je emyy

3rd Location ~ Smith Lake 6175 Curry Hwy.3 dd Lo ation ~ Smitthh Lakke 66175 CCu yy Hwyy..
Jasper 256-268-5558Jas err 225 -22 8-5558

Salesmen: Brandonalesmen:: B anddon

Open House , April 11-13OOppeenn HHoouussee ,,, AAppprriill 1111--1133

2025 Models are a Must See!
Pick, Choose or Design Your Own!

Come ExperienceCome Experience
Luxury Avalon andLuxury Avalon and
Tahoe Pontoons!Tahoe Pontoons!

Come See Our
Display at
Talladega

Races

Welcome Donnie Fowler To our Staff
Experienced Marine Mechanic Servicing All Engines

Call for your appt or drop by today

Authorized Dealer, Sales, Service &
StorageYour Repower Marina!

DISCOUNTS ARE IN BLOOMDISCOUNTS ARE IN BLOOM
Come see the Best Luxury Tritoons, Avalons and Tahoes • Financing AvailableCCome see thhe Best Lu u yy Trritoons, Avalons andd Tahhoes •• Financingg Availabble
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W hen it comes time 
every year to work 
on the April issue 

of Lakeside Living, I am always 
reminded of the late Jerry Woods, 
who was a great friend to the entire 
Logan Martin Lake community.

I still remember the first time I 
visited Jerry in his office at Woods 
Surfside Marina.

“Ever seen one of these before?” he 
asked, reaching into his desk drawer 
and handing me what he’d extracted 
from it.

I hadn’t, and I told him so.  I’d 
known such a thing had existed, of 
course, but, not unlike a bibliophile 
unexpectedly presented with a copy 
of The Codex Sinaiticus, I had never 
expected to see one.

What Jerry had placed in my hand 
was a copy of Lakeside Living on 
quarterfold newsprint, cover dated 
May 2006.

The cover sported a photo of 
a happy youngster wearing a life 
jacket, ready to cast his line into the 
water.  Inside were articles about 
how much Lincoln and Riverside 
were growing, facts about Logan 
Martin Dam, how scarce undeveloped 
waterfront property was becoming, 
how to join the Logan Martin Lake 
Protection Association, a social group 
called the Lakeside Ladies Club, and 
safety tips from the marine police.

Lakeside Living was identified 
on the cover as A Daily Home Guide 

to Celebrating Life on Logan 
Martin Lake. By 2006, the 
publication (a five-times a 
year seasonal product) had 
already been around for 12 
years, since its launch in 
1994. 

It wouldn’t last as such 
another year.

That’s because the 
following April – 18 years 
ago – Lakeside Living 
abandoned its newsprint 
format and became a 
full-blown, year-round 
glossy magazine.  It 
is the milestone of 
that transition that 
we celebrate in this 
issue.  Thank you for 
celebrating with us, 
because without you, 
we wouldn’t have a 
milestone to celebrate.

It is your loyal and 
regular readership 
that has allowed 
Lakeside Living to exist for more 
than 30 years.  At a time when many 
print publications are struggling to 
survive, Lakeside Living is thriving.  
That’s also thanks to our loyal and 
regular advertisers, whose support 
makes it possible for us to make each 
issue available to you.

Please consider this issue our gift 
to you. On behalf of Consolidated 
Publishing and our entire staff, thank 

you for allowing Lakeside Living 
– Logan Martin Lake’s original and 
premier lifestyle publication – to 
be a part of your lives and adorn 
your coffee tables for the past three 
decades.  Here’s to many more years 
of seeing you around the lake.

Thank you for another year of Lakeside Living

Editor’s NOTE

Buddy
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Serving: LoganMartin Lake, Pell City, Lincoln, Riverside, Alpine, Talladega, Cropwell, & Vincent

Locally Owned, Licensed, Insured and Bonded | 25+ Years Experience

CREATING & MAINTAINING
OUTDOOR

ENVIRONMENTS

LET US GET YOULET US GET YOU
READY FOR SPRING!READY FOR SPRING!

WeAreYour Locally Owned
LandManagement Company

Pell City, ALPell City, AL

205.966.8436205.966.8436

Our Services Include:Our Services Include:
Lawncare Maintenance • Landscaping • Irrigation/Installs/Repairs •Tree Services/Lawncare Maintenance • Landscaping • Irrigation/Installs/Repairs •Tree Services/

Stump Grinding • Hardscaping/Patios/Firepits/Outdoor Fireplaces/OutdoorStump Grinding • Hardscaping/Patios/Firepits/Outdoor Fireplaces/Outdoor
Kitchens • Custom Built Pergolas • So much more....Kitchens • Custom Built Pergolas • So much more....
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Written by LOYD MCINTOSH
Photography provided by BLAKE SHULTZ

I f you didn’t see it with your own eyes, you probably 
wouldn’t believe it. 

After snaking your way through the narrow roads 
of Alpine Bay, you’ll eventually encounter it, like some sort 
of mid-70s Sid and Marty Krofft meets Monty Python fever 
dream: a castle. 

That’s right. A castle.
Hartman Castle, to be precise – an endearingly bizarre 

amalgam of Bavarian, English, and even Asian architecture 

all rolled into one and tucked away among the modern 
homes in this otherwise normal waterfront neighborhood.  

The castle was built by Donald Hartman, a native of 
Toledo, Ohio, who settled in Talladega County after serving 
as an Army communications specialist while stationed 
in Hawaii and Birmingham. Well-educated with multiple 
degrees, Hartman was a beloved Spanish teacher at Berry 
High School for many years and was respected as a leader in 
foreign language education. He began working on the castle 
in the mid-1970s as a gift to his wife, Royldene, who always 
wanted to live in a castle. 

After Royldene died in the early 2000s, Hartman lost 

Hartman Castle
Taking a second look at

Old world romanticism meets modern amenities on Logan Martin Lake
(Editor’s Note:  This feature was originally published in the February issue of Lakeside Living, and we are representing it here in recognition of Hartman Castle’s status as a unique 

property on the Logan Martin shoreline and as a tourist attraction that is certain to draw droves of AirBNB travelers to the lake this season.)
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www.Rodneysmarine.com
205-525-1500

See our page
for Specials!

6046 Martin St. S.,Cropwell, AL 35054

•REPOWER CENTER •SALES •SERVICE •STORAGE

®

5 years of LimitedWarranty Protection. Suzuki Powers all of our new boats, Repowers
can give you a 2nd life on the water and save you thousands!

BOAT RENTALS AVAILABLE

Lake Fest is

May 9th-11th!

Stop by and

see us!

5555
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interest in the project, 
living semi-reclusively 
in a house next door 
as the castle fell 
into disrepair. After 
Hartman died in 2022, 
the house was put 
up for auction online, 
catching the eye of 
Blake Shultz, a Realtor 
and home builder 
from Hoover.

By the time Shultz 
saw the property, it 
had sat abandoned 
for almost two 
decades, and the 
vegetation was so 
overgrown it was 
almost impossible to 
see the house from the road. Additionally, most 
of the bidders hadn’t seen the property, and 
the auction company’s listing promoted the 
castle for the property instead of the structure. 
Shultz, on the other hand, thought Hartman 
Castle was a diamond in the rough.

“It was interesting,” he said. “The way 
they worded it, basically it was posed as a 
teardown. I don’t think any other serious 
bidders got to see the inside, so everyone else 
that we were bidding against online, all the 
knowledge they had was it was a teardown.

“They just saw the value in the land, which 
has a pretty hard cap on what it could be 
worth as just raw land. So we got to take 
advantage of the auctioneer advertising it, in 
my opinion, incorrectly, which gave us a pretty 

big advantage.” 
Shultz bought Hartman Castle and 

eventually converted it into a unique Airbnb 
experience, transporting visitors back in time. 
But at the time Shultz took ownership of the 
castle, it appeared to be frozen in time.

“It looked like 20 years ago someone just 
walked out without touching anything and 
locked the doors,” he said. “The fridge had food 
in it, there were magazines next to the couches 
and the bed, some of which were made and 
some were like someone just got out of it a few 
minutes ago. It was a little eerie.”

Today, Hartman Castle has been restored 
to its former glory and updated with new 
features. The German-style castle finials 
(painted in eye-popping blue and gold), the 
handcrafted stone wall surrounding much 

of the property, 
and a mechanically 
operated drawbridge 
at the castle’s front 
entrance add a 
healthy dose of 
medieval-inspired 
whimsy to the Logan 
Martin community. 

Guests are 
greeted by a life-size 
suit of armor the 
moment they step 
inside the castle. 
Throughout the rest 
of the multi-level 
structure, the eyes 
are drawn to artwork, 
decorative touches, 
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(256) 396-0065

Yamaha 222 FSH SPORT 
Available NOW at 
Wedowee Marine!
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and knickknacks the 
Hartmans accumulated 
over the years on their 
many travels overseas. 
Around the castle, guests 
will find German beer 
steins, vases from Asia, 
and coats of arms from 
England – a testament 
to the Hartmans’ eclectic 
taste and keen interest 
in other cultures. “They 
traveled the world 
together and took 
influences from all over 
the globe, so there are a 
lot of conflicting styles,” 
Shultz says. 

Among the 
enhancements Shultz 
made to Hartman 
Castle include adding 
pickleball courts and a 
miniature golf course 
and converting a space 
on the bottom floor 
into a game room. 
There guests can play a 
vintage pinball machine 
or video game or lift a 
pint around the card 
table during a game of 
Queen Nazarene (an Old 
English card game dating 
to the 1670s). 

Less than two 
years since opening 
Hartman Castle to the 
public, Shultz says the 
interest and response 
has been amazing. 
People from more 
than 20 states have 
stayed at the castle, 
and their reviews have 
been overwhelmingly 
favorable.

“Everyone’s loved 
it,” Schultz said. “We’ve 
gotten all five-star 
reviews, and, amazingly, 
we’ve gotten into the 
superhost status on 
Airbnb. Everything’s 
been super positive.”

12 •  LAKESIDE Living & Logan Martin Homes • APRIL 2025



2670 Old Birmingham Hwy (Hwy 280) | Sylacauga, AL 35150
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In The Southeast
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In The Southeast

All New 2025
Nitro Z20 XL
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Discount Cards
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Gardner Landscaping, LLCGardner Landscaping, LLC
LANDSCAPES • HARDSCAPES • LAWNS • DRAINAGE EXPERTS

(205) 753-3000(205) 753-3000

Proudly Serving: Pell City, Logan Martin, & Lay Lake Areas

wwwwwwwwww.gardnerlandscapingllc.com | gardnerlandscaping9@gmail.com

"We Are Your
Gardener"
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TSHAKE OFF THEWINTER RUST!
R OU OA O PR U HPREPARE YOUR BOAT FOR A SPRING LAUNCH

Don’t take your boat
to a dealership
where you’ll
PAYMORE!PAYMORE!

SERVICING ALL
MAJOR BRANDS!

PAUL’SMOBILEMARINE REPAIR - THE FUTUREOF BOAT SERVICEPAUL’SMOBILEMARINE REPAIR - THE FUTUREOF BOAT SERVICE

Call PaulCCCaaallllll PPPaaauuulll
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We’ll come to you...
no trip charge EVER!no trip charge EVER!

paulsmobilemarinerepair@gmail.compppaaauuulllsssmmmooobbbiiillleeemmmaaa iiinnneee eeepppaaaiii mmmaaaiiilll...cccooommm
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F  lowers are blooming, the 
sun is shining, and warming 
temperatures are bringing big 

bass to the shallows. 
April is a very exciting month to be 

on the water chasing elusive largemouth 
and spotted bass. Known for their hard-
fighting nature and their huge bucket-mouth 
appearance, the largemouth bass is arguably 
the most sought-after game fish in North 
America. The Coosa River spotted bass, 
however, is a little different fish. Stocky 
and very aggressive, the Coosa River spot 
is known for its hard fighting/aggressive 
nature. April is the best month to showcase 
spawning bass for both species. 

Largemouth bass will tend to seek 
spawning areas in bays, small cuts, pockets, 
and anywhere where the water is stable 
and warm. You’ll often find largemouth bass 
in creek pockets where the sun is hitting 
banks for a majority of the day. I love to 
target isolated back bay areas, places where 
the sun will radiate the shallow 
waters and will be 
unaffected by wind. 

Once you 
target a 
largemouth 
bass 

spawning, you’ll have to see how the fish 
is acting on the bed. Some largemouth 
are easier to catch than others, as each 
individual fish has its own mood. My bait of 
choice for largemouth on the beds are craws 
and lizards. These two baits can usually get 
a spawning bass to fire on the bait. 

The Coosa River spotted bass is different 
in its spawning nature. They can be found on 
hard rock underwater roadbeds, shell rock 
shelfs, sea walls, and gravel humps/points. 
I have even seen spots bedding in the same 
habitats at largemouth bass. 

My favorite targets for spawning bass on 
the Coosa River are sea walls. Logan Martin 
is home to thousands of sea walls, and these 
big spawning spots will use the hard bottom 
sea walls to spawn. Carolina Rigs and 
Shakey Heads are my favorite lures this time 
of year. I pair them with natural-colored 
worms or craws. These spots are typically 
more aggressive than their relatives, the 
largemouth. Catching and targeting them 
is often easier. Focus on sea walls and hard 
bottom structures in main river pockets and 
bays. Spots like to stay close to current year 
around. They will even spawn in small slack 
water spots in the current on the main river.

As always, contact me for all of your 
fishing related needs and questions at

csk0010@auburn.edu

Tight Lines & Strong Hooksets,

Hook, Line & Sinker
How to catch largemouth and 
spotted bass in early spring

C.J. KNIGHT 
CJ Knight with two bass reeled in on Logan 
Martin.
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IN-WATER
LOGAN MARTIN

BOAT SHOW
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Yamaha, Malibu, Axis, Cobalt & Barletta.
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At the Talladega Mardi Gras Gala
Written and photographed by SUSAN COOK

A s I stepped into the International Motorsports 
Hall of Fame Dome, wearing a black velvet dress 
with a slit that would rival the Hollywood red 

carpet and enough sparkling jewelry to sear an unsuspecting 
retina, I needn’t have worried about being overdressed. 

With Mardi Gras beads draped around every neck, sequins 
shimmering under the lights, and music reverberating around 
the large room, it was clear that this was an event to see and 
be seen. The convention hall atmosphere quickly faded away 
as I felt myself being transported from Talladega to the heart 
of the New Orleans French Quarter. The 31st annual Mardi Gras 
Gala, benefiting the historic Ritz Theatre, had once again lived 
up to its reputation as the biggest Mardi Gras party north of 
Mobile. 

While the event may have officially begun at 6 pm, the 
festivities truly kicked off around 6:45, with Scott Deering 
and the Usual Suspects band setting the tone for the evening. 

Their lively tunes quickly had couples filling the dance floor, 
twirling beneath the soft glow of the colorful, changing lights. 
The energy in the room was palpable as guests, dressed to 
impress in vibrant evening wear, embraced the spirit of the 
Big Easy. 

Sequin gowns in shades of purple, green, gold, red, blue, 
pink, and classic black sparkled at every turn. Even the 
men, not typically known as a group that enjoys a night 
dressed in fancy suits and ties, fully embraced the decadence 
with velvet jackets, shimmering accessories, and even the 
occasional King crown.

Of course, no Mardi Gras celebration is complete without 
a feast, and Classic on Noble delivered an enticing New 
Orleans-inspired spread. The carefully curated buffet featured 
muffuletta-style sandwich appetizers, rich gumbo, succulent 
shrimp, and grilled chicken paired with comforting Southern 
classics like turnip greens and creamy grits. Dessert was, you 
guessed it, slices of New Orleans’ iconic King Cake iced in the 
Mardi Gras-themed shades of purple, green, and gold. 

Suddenly Susan
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Candace 205-473-5750
3440 Martin Street S. | Cropwell, AL 35054

Now is the time to schedule
installation on a new Deck,

Boathouse, RipRap, Seawalls.
Water level will be rising in April.

Get started early!!

Lakefest
is May
9-11th!!



Tonight was not a night to be diet-conscious. There seemed 
to be an unspoken agreement to leave thoughts of restraint 
and reflection to Ash Wednesday.

Tonight, we dine. 
Spirits were flowing just as freely as the conversations, 

with guests raising their glasses in celebration as they moved 
between the dance floor and the elegant dining tables draped 
in classic black cloths, each adorned with festive, Mardi Gras-
inspired centerpieces ranging from classic colorful masks to 
the iconic Fleur-de-lis draped in purple and green beads. As 
the crowd grew larger and guests found their tables, there 
seemed to be no strangers here, with groups intermingling 
and waving and exchanging compliments on each other’s 
fashion choices of the evening. 

But beyond the pulsing music and the allure of the food 
and drink, the Mardi Gras Gala offered plenty of ways to 
engage in a little revelry for a good cause — as Lauren Deal, 
Executive Director of The Ritz Theatre announced at the 
beginning of the evening, all of the proceeds of the event 
directly support the programs of The Ritz Theatre, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization, located in the heart of Talladega’s 
historic downtown square. The Ritz concept was established 
years ago with a primary goal: to bring arts and culture to 
the youth of Talladega and the surrounding areas. This goal 
continues to be the driving force behind their mission, and 
events like the Mardi Gras Gala help to fuel that dream. 

The silent auction boasted an impressive array of items, 
from dazzling jewelry donated by Griffins Jewelers to 
handcrafted household pieces, many emphasizing lake life 
culture. Also not to be missed on the auction block were 
exclusive signed sports memorabilia and striking artwork by 
local artists. 

Adding an element of excitement, a select group of four 
artists worked tirelessly throughout the event, creating their 
own magic in real time with the wave of their paint brushes. 
What began as four blank canvases transformed before our 
eyes into completed works of art, each to be auctioned off 
before the night was through.

For those with an adventurous streak, the vacation 
packages for sale were nothing short of dreamy—luxurious 
getaways to Italy’s Amalfi Coast, the timeless romance of 
Paris, and the ancient beauty of Greece. Another sip of 
bourbon, and I just might have left with that 7-day trip to 
Italy. 

The raffles added an extra layer of anticipation, particularly 
“The Wine Pull.” A table lined with bottles wrapped in red 
and silver foil teased a hidden surprise—each bottle valued 
anywhere from $20 to $100. For a mere $20 ticket, guests 
took a chance, gambling on the hope of uncorking a hidden 
vino gem.

As the night shimmered on, the band kept the crowd 
moving with a setlist that effortlessly blended classics like 
“Lil’ Sister,” “Sitting on the Dock of the Bay,” and “Drift Away” 
with country favorites that had cowboy boots tapping across 
the floor. Though Mardi Gras was the theme, a few guests 

ive art was featured during the gala.

A wine pull was among the fun activities to raise funds for The Ritz.
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BIRMINGHAMSAILING CLUB'SBBBIIIRRRMMMIIINNNGGGHHHAAAMMMSSSAAAIIILLLIIINNNGGG CCCLLLUUUBBB'''SSS
JUNIOR SAILING CAMPJJJUUUNNNIIIOOORRR SSSAAAIIILLLIIINNNGGG CCCAAAMMMPPP

JUNE 2-6THJUNE 2-6TH
9AM-4PM9AM-4PM
AGES 8-19AGES 8-19
@ 147MERRILL RD,@ 147MERRILL RD,
INVINCENT.INVINCENT.

Details & Registration can be found at:DDDeeetttaaaiiilllsss &&& RRReeegggiiissstttrrraaatttiiiooonnn cccaaannn bbbeee fffooouuunnnddd aaattt:::
http://www.birminghamsailingclub.org/junior-sailinghhh tttppp:::// www...bbbiiirrrmmmiiinnnggghhhaaammmsssaaaiiillliiinnngggcccllluuubbb...ooorrrggg/jjjuuunnniiiooorrr-sssaaaiiillliiinnnggg

Non-MembersWelcome!Non-MembersWelcome!

brought their own Alabama twist, pairing their sequins and 
beads with cowboy hats and boots, bourbon in hand. “Les Bon 
Temps Rouler” was more than just a saying—it was a way of 
life that night.

With every sip, every dance, and every generous bid, 

the Ritz Theatre moved one step closer to preserving its 
storied legacy. As I took one last glance around the glistening 
ballroom, it was clear that while we all may have been miles 
away from Bourbon Street, the spirit of the Big Easy was alive 
and well on that windy Saturday night in Talladega.
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37 Marina Drive | Cropwell, AL 35054 | (205) 525-5533
www.woodssurfside.com

#1 Bennington Dealer in Alabama
Central Alabama Yamaha Repower and Loose-Engine Dealer

Woods Surfside MarinaWoods Surfside Marina
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AT THE GREAT GROWN-UP SPELLING BEE

Sarah ElizabethSarah Elizabeth
SEEING THE LAKE WITH 

Written by DR. SARAH ELIZABETH MOREMAN
Photography by LAURA NATION AND SARAH E. MOREMAN

L eaning over my to-do list for Auburn, where I will be 
working the next few days, I let out a sigh and glance
          at the clock on the stovetop. Six o’clock. I stuff 

my notebook and other essentials into my tote bag. It is 
time to hit the road, but first, a stop on the way to Auburn. 
A grown-up spelling bee. 

As the asphalt of Interstate 20 hums beneath my tires 
while I watch the twilight deepen into dark hues, my mind 
drifts back to my last spelling bee: fifth grade, J. F. Drake 
Middle School, Ms. Green’s classroom. One by one, my 
classmates sat down, tripped up by their assigned words, 
until only Jimmy and I remained. Round after round, I 
spelled each word by seeing it in my mind’s eye, my hands 
clasped behind my back, fingers twitching as if tracing the 
letters in the air. I did not want anyone to think I knew sign 

language; I did not, not really. Simply the alphabet.
Then, I decided to keep my hands still. That was my 

mistake.
“Shepherd,” Ms. Green announced.
I took a breath and spelled it out loud.
“You left out the second ‘h,’” she said, her smile tinged 

with regret.
I nodded, turned to Jimmy, and extended my hand. 

“Congratulations.”
Ms. Green gasped in astonishment, her eyes wide. She 

had often voiced concerns about our class –  how we picked 
on each other, how we did not get along. She reached out as 
if to hug all of us, her smile growing bigger and bigger. Then 
she clapped her hands together, beaming.

“That’s how we do it!” she cheered. “Thank you for 
showing us great showmanship.”

Bringing my mind back to the present, I spot the exit sign 
signaling my turn off the interstate. It is dark, and I have 
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never been to the Pell City Center for 
Education and Performing Arts (CEPA) 
before. In the large hall lobby, the 
energy is warm and inviting. The hum of 
conversation blends with the occasional 
burst of laughter as attendees gather 
near the registration table. The space is 
bright.

Volunteers smile as they greet 
guests, handing out tickets and 
explaining the evening’s events. A 
woman gestures for me to come over, 
offering a ticket while detailing how the 
raffle prizes will be announced before 
the event and during intermission. I 
thank her with a nod, then let my gaze 
sweep across the growing crowd.

To my pleasant surprise, I am 
enveloped in a hug by a former 
colleague, Steve Hannum. We used to 
work together at The Literacy Council 
of Central Alabama, where I briefly 
served as the director of development 
and communications. Steve continues 
to serve as the director of literacy 
initiatives. Glancing down at the 
program, I note on the front that this 
event is organized by the St. Clair 
Chapter of The Literacy Council of 
Central Alabama. I look back up and 
smile at Steve, hugging him once more 
before slipping into the auditorium to 
find a good seat and take in the full 
experience.

Easing into a seat, I settle in with 
my notepad and pen at the ready. I 
acknowledge my seating neighbors 
before turning my attention to the 
participants on the well-lit stage. Even 
before opening the program, I can tell 
that the spelling bee is organized into 
teams of three.

Flipping through the program, 
I take note of the cleverly themed 
team names: Alphaholics, Tequila 
Mockingbirds, Don’t Stop Beelievin, 
Lakeside Hospice Beelievers, “Bee”ch 
Babes, Buzz Lightyears, Pell City Rotary 
3 “Bees”, State Farm Dailey Bees, The 
Worker Bees, The Spelling Bookies, 
Bagel Bites, Spellcheckers Anonymous, 
B is for Brittle, Probate Bees, and Killer 
Bees. 

A sound from the podium draws my eyes to CEPA 
Executive Director Ash Arrington as she begins the 

ceremonies for The Great Grown-Up Spelling Bee, presented 

by the Literacy Council of Central Alabama. She gives 

special recognition to another former colleague of mine, 

Ron DeThomas, the St. Clair County Literary Coordinator, for 
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his years of 
planning this 
event. 

St. Clair 
County 
Literacy 
Council 
Board 
Chairperson 
Sonia Dale 
steps up 
to the 
microphone 
to share the 
mission of 
The Literacy 
Council. 
“I am so grateful for all of you for being here, supporting 
them, for supporting what they do. Reading is the gateway 
to education, and it’s something that we care very much 
about. Everything that you contribute to this organization 
helps people learn to read in this community. So, a round 
of applause for all the people up here,” she gestures to the 
teams on stage before continuing, “while people learn to 
read tonight.”

Emcee Jeff Thompson greets the audience and introduces 
Pell City Mayor Bill Pruitt, who shares a personal story. He 
reflects on the years he has been involved with the event, 

mentioning 
the common 
reminder, 
“Imagine not 
being able to 
read,” which 
highlights 
the 
importance 
of The 
Literacy 
Council’s 
work. But 
this time, it 
resonated 
with him 
differently. 

Mayor Pruitt recalls reading to his granddaughter the 
night before. “If I couldn’t read,” he says, “I would not have 
had the pleasure of reading to my granddaughter last 
night.” He expresses gratitude to everyone who worked 
hard to organize the event and to those who participated, 
acknowledging their courage in putting themselves up for 
public scrutiny. 

Thompson returns to the microphone, introducing Dr. 
Bryan Johnson as the new word caller for the evening, filling 
in for longtime caller Walter Kennedy, who could not attend 
due to a medical procedure.
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Dr. Bryan Johnson is 
the executive director 
of The Literacy Council. 
“Thank you. I am going 
to start with reading 
the rules. I think you 
have the rules. You 
don’t look like a group 
of people who respect 
rules, though, even the 
law enforcement team 
doesn’t look like a group 
that respects rules. But 
I’ll go through those 
quickly, and then we 
will get started, if Buzz 
Lightyear team does not 
injure me.”

Then, he dives into 
the rules: “Each team 
should have a captain 
and one minute to confer 
before spelling the 
word. I’ll call the words 
in order, and you can 
request a definition, part 
of speech, or sentence. 
No writing instruments 
or electronic devices are 
allowed. If a team misses 
a word, they’re out, and 
the last two teams will 
compete in the final 
round. Judges’ decisions 
are final.”

He continues, “But 
I also want to recognize a few more people tonight. First, 
our judges. Thank you so much for being here. Tonight, 
we have with us Dr. James Martin, Superintendent of Pell 
City Schools, Judge Robert Minor, and City Council Member 
Jay Jenkins. Let’s give them a round of applause.” After a 
few more jokes courtesy of ChatGPT, and while naming all 
the sponsors—including Alabama Power as the Platinum 
Sponsor—he invites one of the event judges, Jay Jenkins, to 
say a few words. 

Jenkins thanks the crowd for attending. He highlights the 
variety of people on stage, appreciating their willingness 
to be “ridiculed” for a good cause. The word caller returns 
to the lectern to kick off the spelling bee, giving the first 
word of the evening, “purpose,” to the Buzz Lightyear team. 
The first round goes smoothly for most of the 15 teams, 
with such words as “retreat,” “fester,” “discord,” “foundation,” 
“blight,” and “inheritance” easily spelled. 

But near the end of the round, the B is for Brittle team 
falls victim, misspelling their word and being escorted 

off the stage. The second round claims its first casualties 
soon after, with three teams eliminated for misspelling 
“impenetrable,” “plumage,” and “samosas.”

The third round grows more intense as the Killer Bees 
are eliminated for misspelling “sibilant,” the Worker Bees fall 
after misspelling “Ninevah,” and the Alphaholics are ousted 
by “liana.” I spot Blair Goodgame on the Alphaholics team, 
recognizing her as the mermaid queen from Logan Martin’s 
14th annual LakeFest, which I attended last May specifically 
to see the Velcro Pygmies. In my opinion, her teammate, 
Eric Housh, the metallic green-masked captain, was the best 
personality of the evening. Meanwhile, other teams glide 
through words like “subaltern,” “assuage,” “oriole,” “sacristy,” 
and “calibrate” with ease.

Several more teams drop like flies (or should I say dead 
bees?) during round four, and the audience grows uneasy. 
We speed through Round Five. I watch as ousted teams 
filter back into the auditorium and the tension mounts on 
stage between State Farm Dailey Bees, Don’t Stop Beelievin’, 
and Probate Bees. The State Farm Dailey Bees are tripped up 
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“He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said.” ~ 1 Corinthians 15:4

by the word “trellatious” (and I am not sure if I 
spell it right in my notes), and it’s down to two.

Don’t Stop Beelievin’ and Probate Bees in 
Round Six. I lose count of how many words are 
called out. Susan Howell is at the microphone 
on behalf of her Don’t Stop Beelievin’ 
teammates LaVette Turner and Tiffany Holder, 
while Mary Wallace spells for her Probate Bees 
teammates Amy Free and Danielle Alexander.

The audience fidgets, and I cannot help but 
feel more antsy as we segue into Round Seven. 
Neither team captain budges in determination, 
spelling with precision in response to the 
rapid-fire calls of words such as “auriculum,, 
“auricular,”, “paranoia,” “parsonages,” and 
“parsimonious.”

I grow antsier as I check the time on 
my phone. Before I can process what has 
happened, murmurs ripple through the 
audience, and I wait to see who wins. It is the 
Don’t Stop Beelievin’ team, holding the red and 
gold trophies that shine under the stage lights 
above.

I silently mouth “wow.” I glance over to see 
Steve and Ron, then walk over to give them 
hugs before heading out into the pleasantly 
cool night air. I make my way to my vehicle and 
continue my trip to my hometown of Auburn.
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Toasting the Town
WITH LACI

MARDI GRAS PARADE
Written by LACI BRASWELL
Staff and Submitted Photos

T he City of Talladega’s historic downtown square 
transformed into “the biggest party north of Mobile” 
during its annual Mardi Gras parade.

As a native Talladegan, it’s one of my favorite community 

events, and I don’t miss it if I can help it. I even participated 

about 20 years ago as a member of the Talladega High 

School Jazz Band. Since then, it has continued to grow and 
turn into an all day event, spotlighting all things Mardi Gras, 
Cajun cuisine and music included.

What began as a cold February morning turned into a 
celebratory occasion for me, and not just because of the 
parade. The date (February 22) is also my late Aunt Dottie’s 
birthday. She loved New Orleans and celebrated Mardi Gras, 
attending many parades and galas in Talladega.

Some of my best memories are of us in New Orleans, 
shopping at the French Market or looking at the 
artwork hanging along the iron fences of Jackson 
Square. 

The parade landing on her birthday couldn’t 
have been more fitting, really, and it was the 
perfect opportunity for me to turn what could 
have been a day of mourning into a day of 
celebrating not only her life but the people who 
make up my community.

I decided to go all out for the occasion, wearing 
purple and green -- even a mask.

The parade route was the same as previous 
years, starting at Zora Ellis Junior High School and 
eventually circling back to The Square.

To be able to take everything in, I decided to 
stand at the heart of The Square, the Talladega 
County Courthouse, across from the historic Ritz 
Theatre. Its parade committee spearheaded the 
event under the direction of Executive Director 
Lauren Deal. 

Once I found my spot, I couldn’t help but notice 
the smell of Cajun food filling the air. Immediately 
following the parade, the city would be holding its 
Party Gras, with food trucks and fellowship on the 
courthouse lawn. I must admit, it was hard not to 
focus on the food, but just as my stomach began 
to growl, the sound of sirens blared. The parade 
was starting. 

First up was the grand marshal, Valerie Burrage, 
executive director of the United Way of North 
Talladega County. She is also the 2024 Talladega 
Citizen of the Year. Under her leadership, those 
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who are in need of a helping 
hand feel less alone and have 
an improved quality of life 
through volunteer community 
bed builds, food drives and 
much more. A better person to 
represent our city couldn’t have 
been chosen, I thought as she 
waved and threw me a handful 
of beads. 

Several other community 
leaders, small business owners, 
and more were also well 
represented at the parade, 
riding decorative floats of 
purple, gold, and green.

One of my favorite moments 
was the performance of the 
Talladega College Marching 
Band. As they marched 
around the square, the crowd 
immediately took notice with 
smiles, some even dancing 
along.

Dozens of Shriner Comedy 
Units from Alabama and 
Georgia also participated this 

year. They are always another crowd pleaser and another 
personal favorite. 

As the parade came to a close, kids and adults both 
frantically gathered the remaining beads and Moon Pies 
that somehow were left behind. I had more parade prizes 
than I could carry or stuff into my pockets. I decided to 
make a pit stop to my car before heading back to Party 
Gras.

My collection included dozens of beads, moonpies and 
even a couple rubber ducks.

Making my way back to The Square, my eyes and 
rumbling stomach were set on Momo’s Cajun food truck, 
from Alabaster.

Their menu had all the New Orleans staples: seafood 
gumbo, red beans and rice, jambalaya, along with other 
crowd pleasers like bacon cheeseburgers and loaded fries.

The classic jambalaya had my attention, along with 
something I haven’t tried before, Boudin Balls, which were 
fried with rice, pork and a kick of Cajun spices. They were 
served with a remoulade sauce. They were delicious and 
tasted like a New Orleans style hush puppy or eggroll. 

The jambalaya was also satisfying and made me feel 
like I was back on vacation in New Orleans eating with my 
family at one of our usual stops like Pat O’Brein’s. If you 
ever see them around at a future event, definitely give them 
a try!Shirley Hamilton, Ms. Senior Talladega, participated in the parade.

Ascension Leadership Academy’s float.
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Deal said 
plans are 
already in 
motion for next 
year’s Talladega 
Mardi Gras 
festivities. I 
encourage all 
Lakeside Living 
readers to 
attend, or even 
participate! 
It’s the perfect 
opportunity 
to enjoy time 
with family 
while admiring 
the historic 
downtown of 
Talladega.
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Pell City, AL 35128

Yaarab Fezzy, the official mascot of Shriners Hospital for Children and Yaarab Temple, joined members of 
the Zamora Shrine as participants in Talladega’s Mardi Gras parade.
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Written by SUSAN COOK
Photographed by TUCKER WEBB

M y daffodils bloomed the day before the 
storms were set to rage through the state 
on Saturday, March 15. Their happy yellow 

faces tilted toward me, nodding in silent greeting as they 
swayed on slender green stems, keeping time with the 
gentle breeze. It was as if they knew their time was fleeting 
and wanted to make the most of this bright, golden moment 
before the skies darkened. Or maybe that was just me, 
feeling a sense of foreboding, and reading way too much 
into the moment. 

Still, I couldn’t shake the thought. Flowers, after all, are 
delicate things, and storms are not, especially spring storms 
in Alabama. The forecast called for fierce winds, the kind 
that could rip shingles off rooftops, send tree limbs crashing 
to the ground, or much worse. I pictured my flowers caught 
in the chaos—torn from the soil, their fragile petals tossed 
into the air like bits of yellow confetti. They had only just 
arrived, and already, they were at the mercy of forces far 
greater than themselves. 

And so are we, was the thought that followed, even 
though it was one I preferred not to dwell on for too long.   

I thought back to when I planted the flowers the year 
before—how hopeful and determined I had felt at the start. 
What began as a cheerful morning of gardening quickly 
became a test of endurance. My back ached, my hands 

cramped, and sweat traced hot paths down my spine. I had 
only planted two, yet four more waited, their bulbs waiting 
patiently like small, stubborn promises. I wiped my forehead 
and sank the trowel into the earth once more, wondering: 
Why am I doing this again?

Planting anything—whether an entire garden or just 
a few tulips—is an act of faith. It’s a commitment to the 
unseen, to something that takes root in darkness before 
it ever reaches for the light. It’s hard work, sometimes 
thankless, and often full of uncertainty. You can dig, 
water, and tend as carefully as possible, but there are no 
guarantees. A cold snap might come too late in the season. 

Spring Returns To Logan Martin 
Lake, And So Do The Blooms

THE BEAUTY OF EARLY SPRING FLOWERS INSPIRES HOPE AND REFLECTION
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A dry spell might stretch on 
too long. Pests, disease, and 
plain bad luck could undo all 
your efforts in an instant.

So why do we do it?
I used to feel a twinge of 

guilt when I picked flowers, 
knowing I was cutting short 
their already limited lifespan. 
Yet I couldn’t resist the way 
they brightened the room, 
how they transformed 
an ordinary space into 
something alive and lovely. 
Their color-drenched petals, 
soft as velvet beneath 
my fingertips, released a 
fragrance so delicate it felt 
like a whisper on my nose. 
And when they began to wilt, 
their beauty slipping away 
petal by petal, I mourned 
them—but only for a moment. 
Because that is life, after all. A cycle of 
blooming and fading, of growing and 
letting go.

As I turned back to watching my 

daffodils, their golden faces turned 
toward a sun soon to be hidden 
behind storm clouds, I couldn’t help 
but worry. Would they be uprooted, 
their stems snapped, their petals 

scattered alongside roof shingles in the 
coming storm? Maybe. Probably. But 
for now, they stood, bright and bold, 
unbothered by what the future might 
bring. 

46 •  LAKESIDE Living & Logan Martin Homes • APRIL 2025



ChildrensAL•org

DOWNTOWN MAIN CAMPUS

1600 7TH AVENUE SOUTH

B IRM INGHAM, AL 35233

At Children’s of Alabama, kids are the center of our

world and our mission is to provide the very best care

available to every child. It’s why we are here.

eeeveryyry chhhild
takes

center staggge.

And perhaps that was the lesson they had to offer—the 
reason we plant flowers at all. Not for permanence, not for 
control, but for the fleeting joy they bring. For the reminder 
that beauty exists even in the face of uncertainty. For the 
hope that, no matter what happens, we can always plant 
again. 

And when the time is right, the blooms will return.
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Written and photographed by
BUDDY ROBERTS

“One of the things I look 
forward to most is the kickoff 
of our community festivals 

and fundraisers,” she said. “It’s a vibrant 
time for connecting with the community, 
supporting important causes, and 
enjoying the excitement these events 
bring.”

As the executive director of 
Talladega’s Historic Ritz Theatre, 
Lauren was acutely involved in March 
with organizing one of the lakeside 
community’s most popular fundraising 
festivals, the Mardi Gras Gala, which 
benefits the theater and is billed as 
“Alabama’s biggest Mardi Gras party 
north of Mobile.”

“This year’s gala was an 

overwhelming success, exceeding 
expectations in terms of both attendance 
and community participation,” she said. 
“The event successfully brought together 
a diverse group of patrons, highlighting 
the dynamic spirit of Talladega and its 
surrounding areas, all while providing 
an evening filled with entertainment, 
fine dining, and celebration. Not only 
did the Gala achieve its fundraising 
goals, but it also fostered a deeper 
sense of community involvement, with 
both individuals and local businesses 
contributing to the Historic Ritz Theatre’s 
mission. The funds raised will be 
instrumental in supporting the theatre’s 
continued educational programming, 
ensuring it can keep offering exceptional 
cultural experiences and enriching 
opportunities for the community.”

Lauren continued to discuss the Ritz 

as she strolled through the green grass a 
few feet away from the water, going on 
to describe what she enjoys about time 
at the lake.

The importance of the Ritz 
Theatre to Talladega community: 
“It is a cornerstone of the Talladega 
community, serving as a hub for 
arts, culture, and economic growth. 
It provides access to high-quality 
performances, educational programs 
like the Missoula Children’s Theatre, and 
partnerships with local organizations. 
The theatre also plays a crucial role in 
tourism by attracting visitors for live 
performances, festivals, and historic 
tours, which support local businesses 
and downtown revitalization efforts. The 
Ritz fosters creativity and confidence 
by offering young performers hands-
on experience in professional-level 

Meet Me By The LakeMeet Me By The Lake

Lauren 
Deal

Walking 
along the 
shoreline at 
Logan Martin 
Lake Park, 
Lauren Deal 
was discussing 
what she 
enjoys about 
spring.
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productions, inspiring the next 
generation of artists and leaders. The 
Ritz is more than just a performance 
venue. It is a vibrant gathering place 
that strengthens community bonds.” 

What it means to her to serve 
as its executive director: “It is both 
a profound privilege and a tremendous 
responsibility. The Ritz stands as a 
living testament to Talladega’s rich 
history, cultural heritage, and enduring 
resilience. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, the theatre operates 
with a mission-driven focus, relying 
on philanthropic support, grants, and 
community partnerships to sustain its 
artistic and educational programming. 
The most profound reward lies in 
witnessing the Ritz serve as a unifying 
force—bringing people together, 
enriching lives, and contributing 
immeasurably to the cultural and 
economic vitality of Talladega.”

Time at the lake: “Whether I’m out 
on a boat or just relaxing by the water, 
it’s the perfect way to unwind and fully 
relax. The tranquility and natural beauty 
of the lake provide a peaceful escape 

from the day-to-day. There’s something 
so calming about being near the water, 
whether it’s the gentle waves on a boat 
or simply soaking up the sun by the 
pool.”

Her favorite water-related 
activity: “A day of boating with friends. 
There’s something incredibly enjoyable 
about spending time on the water, 
whether it’s for a leisurely cruise, fishing, 
or simply relaxing under the sun. I also 
appreciate other water activities such as 
fishing, swimming and kayaking, which 
offer a great way to stay active while 
still enjoying the natural surroundings. 
Each of these activities allows me to 
fully immerse myself in the tranquil 
beauty of the water, creating lasting 
memories with friends and loved ones.”

Her ideal day on the water: “It 
would be spent aboard a pontoon boat 
with friends, setting sail early in the 
morning and enjoying the serenity of 
the water until dusk. As the designated 
provider of boat snacks, I take pleasure 
in preparing a selection of sliders, 
ensuring that everyone has something 
to nibble on as we drift through the 

day. The music we play is a diverse 
compilation, ranging from country tunes 
to classic rock, with an assortment 
of popular hits that everyone enjoys 
singing along to, creating an atmosphere 
of camaraderie and joy. As the day winds 
down, we usually dock at a charming 
waterfront restaurant for a leisurely 
dinner, savoring both the food and the 
stunning view as the sun sets.” 

Something an acquaintance 
might be surprised to know about 
her: “That I am a die-hard sports fan 
with a deep passion for all kinds of 
sports. I thoroughly enjoy watching 
teams come together and work towards 
a common goal, appreciating the 
strategy, teamwork, and perseverance 
involved. There’s something incredibly 
inspiring about the way athletes 
collaborate and push each other to 
succeed, and I find that dynamic both 
exciting and motivating.”

Three things she can’t live 
without: “Family, friends, and football. 
My family provides unwavering 
support and love, offering a foundation 
that keeps me grounded. Friends 
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 “There’s something incredibly 
enjoyable about spending time 
on the water, whether it’s for 
a leisurely cruise, fishing, or 
simply relaxing under the sun.”

-- Lauren Deal

are my constant source of joy and 
companionship, and their presence in 
my life is irreplaceable. Football, on 
the other hand, is not only a sport I’m 

passionate about but also a source of 
excitement and a way to connect with 
others through shared enthusiasm and 
team spirit.”

The food she could eat every day: 
“Anything Italian.”

The food she hopes to never eat 
again: “Deviled eggs.”
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Written by SARAH ELIZABETH MOREMAN

Photographed by TIM BADGWELL

T he bridal shower will begin soon, 
so I step out onto the balcony for 
a moment. We are on the top floor 

of a condominium overlooking the lake. The 

sky is a brilliant blue after a long weekend 

of torrential lightning and thunderstorms, 

with clouds at their purest white, full and 

fluffy. Even the sun seems perfect. In the 

distance, a few hawks soar high before 

circling and gliding over the treetops.

Since they are too far for me to 

distinguish between a Cooper’s Hawk and 

a Red-Shouldered Hawk, with their similar 

reddish coloring and features, I focus 

instead on their nature. I admire the grace 

of their flight, their impressive wingspans. 

As I watch them soar higher, a scriptural 

verse comes to mind: Does the hawk take 

flight by your wisdom and spread its wings 

toward the south? (Job 39:26).

Tilting my head as if seeking more 

clarity on the verse, I reflect on the fact 

that I have reached the age where I am 

now sharing hard-earned wisdom from 

both harsh experiences and the growing 
joys of contentment. A wedding is coming 
up the first weekend of April, and it is my 
goddaughter’s. She has chosen to have it at 
the lake. I can already envision the water 
shimmering in the background, acting 
as a natural decoration, with the gentle 
breeze enhancing the sunlight framing the 

ceremony.
Yet the ceremony is only the beginning 

of a shared life. I think about what I wrote 
earlier in a card, now tucked inside the 
green-accented, beautifully textured gift 
bag that holds a simple, elegant crystal 
vase. Careful not to let my prolific writing 
take over, I kept the note brief. I gifted my 

FINDING WISDOM, FOCUS, AND MEANING in the flight of the hawk

Lakeside Flora & FaunaLakeside Flora & Fauna
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goddaughter the verse Philippians 2:3-5, 

along with a prayer that she and her soon-

to-be husband always uphold each other in 

high esteem.

The hawks soaring in the sky remind me 

of what I wrote, and instinctively, I know 

that my goddaughter will be protected, 

watched over from above. I trust that 

their faith will be safeguarded by divine 

guidance as long as they hold on to their 

trust in the Creator, leaning on His wisdom 

for clarity and spiritual insight.

Still deep in thought, I watch as the 

hawks stretch their wings before flapping 

and diving in a seemingly orchestrated 

choreography. Their aerodynamic dance 

embodies the power of focus and the 

importance of spiritual insight, both of 

which I fervently pray for the soon-to-

be wedded couple. Love alone is not 

enough to sustain a marriage. It requires 

attentiveness to each other’s needs while 

blending goals into a shared life, taking 

flight by godly wisdom, and spreading 

wings toward warmth, unconditional 

forgiveness, hope, and love.

Love is in the flying, always intentional, 

always dynamic, never motionless. Each 

rising sun must be met with the intention 

to seek understanding rather than to be 

understood. I pray not only for this couple 

but for all couples to recognize that love 

is both work and yet not work. It is about 

discerning and applying wisdom to honor 

one another, not only in love but in respect 

and forgiveness.

Hearing more voices behind me, I 

turn away from watching the hawks and 

from my thoughts as I greet those who 

have arrived. I hurry over to retrieve the 

wrapped gifts from the guests and place 

them next to the plush chair designated as 

the throne for the bride-to-be. Smiles and 

hugs are exchanged, and words of greeting 

flutter throughout the sunlit penthouse 

suite, filled with family and bridesmaids. 

Gradually, we hostesses attend to the 

guests, gathering in a circle before the 

lead hostess speaks a few words, and we 

close our eyes in prayer. I keep my eyes 

open, listening through lip reading. As the 

lead hostess prays aloud, I feel the hawk-

embodied strength in her scripture-lined 

words.

The prayer ends, and we begin sampling 

the charcuterie feast while continuing our 

respective conversations. Once we have 

our fill of chicken salad, pimento cheese 

sandwiches, and various charcuterie 

offerings with sweet tea or water, my 

goddaughter settles into her seat to begin 

opening her gifts. Seeing the glow radiating 

from her smiling face, I cannot help but 

feel prouder than ever as a godmother. As 

she unwraps each present, she shares a bit 

about her connection with the giver. When 

she reaches mine, she looks straight into 

my eyes before glancing around the sunlit 

top-floor event room, its windows framing 

the stunning lake views. She thoughtfully 

says, “This is Miss Sarah, my mom’s close 

friend and my godmother. She has been 

In all this 
brilliance of gold 
and melting 
ice, the sense 
of resurrection 
and hope surges 
within me as the 
sun smiles on my 
upturned face. 

“

”
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there for so many moments in my life. 
She loves deeply and works hard.” She 
continues speaking, but her words blur as 
tears well in my eyes.

She reaches into the gift bag and smiles 
as she holds up the vase. Her face glows 
even brighter as she mentions that she 
has been keeping flowers in pitchers and 
is happy to have the vase. I grin, knowing 
that her fiancée has been courting her 
aplenty with beautiful flowers. While 
inwardly sending another prayer for my 
goddaughter to always be showered with 
flowers by her soon-to-be husband, I also 
think of my own mother, who always 
welcomed my visits, no matter how 
frequent, with a vase of seasonal flowers 
on the nightstand in my bedroom. I know 
my friend will do something similar to 
welcome her daughter’s visits. The vase, 
like the hawks soaring high over the lake 
outside, symbolizes the care in receiving 
meaningful gifts of wisdom and shared 
insight from the elders bestowing such 
gifts.

As she continues opening her gifts, she 
speaks about each connection with such 
high regard, solidifying my contentment 
that her wisdom will only continue 
to grow as long as she maintains her 
hawklike focus on what truly matters and 
remembers to call out for God’s wisdom 
and guidance, a far better approach than 
relying on hindsight.to stand in a brightly 
sunlit spot at the forest edge, within 
the shadows filled with foliage. While 
letting my hair dry in the sun, I absorb its 
goldenness as the sun touches everywhere 

that my eyes can see like King Midas. 
In all this brilliance of gold and melting 

ice, the sense of resurrection and hope 
surges within me as the sun smiles on my 
upturned face. Letting out a long, satisfied 
sigh before laughing at myself about 
having an initial reluctance to go for a run, 
I open my eyes to a cheery, upbeat chirping 
sound. I turn to see a flash of the color of 
highlighter yellow. I watch as the sparrow-
sized songbird bounds up and down, joining 
others out in the weedy open field across 
the park, sending out musical and plaintive 
calls. Some are flitting around purple and 
yellow flowers, probably coneflowers and 
zinnias. Dandelions are already blooming, 
and my favorite—the brilliant yellow 
daffodils—nestle in clusters around the 

park. 
These wild canaries, the goldfinches, 

have already gone through the molting 
of their dense, dull yellow-olive colored 
winter plumage. They have already gone 
through the awkwardness of patchwork 
appearance, to merge into lighter plumage 
of brighter yellow. Their new, breathtaking 
brilliance of yellowness phenomenally 
transforms the landscape, similar to the 
day smothered with gray clouds that 
threaten rain being punctured with radiant 
sun rays. The goldfinch embodies grace, 
hope, and vibrancy. With the goldenness in 
its plumage, the delicate sharpness in its 
short, conical bill, and pointedness in its 
notched tail, the small songbird embodies a 
resurrected hope. 

Having run many good miles to get here 
in life, I know I have found contentment 
and joy. And, joy, to me, is the color of 
hope in yellow. The goldfinch, spiritually 
well-revered in many cultures, is the savior 
bird, a symbol of coming back to life, for its 
diet of thistle seed, thistles having thorns, 
associated with the crucifixion and crown 
of thorns. I grew up drawn to anything 
yellow, the daffodil-dotted days growing 
brighter, longer, and warmer with sunlit 
happiness as promised by the dazzling, 
refreshing appearance of fully molted 
goldfinches. 

With a smile and a joyful surge of 
invigoration, I turn around, not needing to 
convince myself to keep running.
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Alexander City, AL | 239 McClellan Industrial Drive | Kellyton, AL 35089

(256) 329-0034 www.aemetalroofing.com

Now is a Great Time to Upgrade
Your Roofing or Siding!

Visit or call us Monday thru Friday 7am-4pm for more information.

l f ffi d b h

Manufacturer & Distributor of Residential and Commercial Roofing and
Siding Panels • Same Day Service • Buy Direct and Save • 23 In Stock Color

Options • Trim & Accessories in Stock • Steel Pole Barn Trusses in Stock

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESS THANKS TO OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS!

Our team of trained professionals are ready to help you
with all of your metal roofing and siding projects big and
small. We welcome you to stop by anytime for a look at

what we can offer. We look forward to seeing you!
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8408 Fa r l ey Avenue
Leeds , AL
ne l sonteaminc . com
205 -702 -4426

•Landscape Design & Installation
•Hardscape Design & Installation
(Kitchens, Fireplaces & Fire Pits,
Retaining & Sea Walls, Driveways,
Patios, Walk Ways and More)

•Drainage

•Outdoor Lighting Design, & Installation
•Custom Landscape Features (Pergolas,
Fencing, Staircases,Ornamental Iron,
Synthetic Turf)
•Ponds and Water Features

64 •  LAKESIDE Living & Logan Martin Homes • APRIL 2025



WE KEEPEVERYWE KEEPEVERY

XN
SP

81
8

8408 Fa r l ey Avenue
Leeds , AL
ne l sonteaminc . com
205 -702 -4426

•Landscape Design & Installation
•Hardscape Design & Installation
(Kitchens, Fireplaces & Fire Pits,
Retaining & Sea Walls, Driveways,
Patios, Walk Ways and More)

•Drainage

•Outdoor Lighting Design, & Installation
•Custom Landscape Features (Pergolas,
Fencing, Staircases,Ornamental Iron,
Synthetic Turf)
•Ponds and Water Features

APRIL 2025 • LAKESIDE Living & Logan Martin Homes  • 65



Hawks embody 
the power of 
focus and the 
importance of 
spiritual insight. 

“
”

(205) 884-3412
1220 Martin Street S, Pell City, Al

Logan MartinLogan Martin
Veterinary ClinicVeterinary Clinic

Dr. Larry L. Chasteen, D.V.M.
Katrina Hannah, D.V.M.
Logan Martin Vet Clinic offers general
and emergency pet care services.
Call to make an appointment.

Winter Is Over, Spring Is Here.Winter Is Over, Spring Is Here.
Make Sure Your Pet Is In The ClearMake Sure Your Pet Is In The Clear

With warmer weather on its way, your
pets are probably excited for more

comfortable outdoor time.

Spring is the perfect time to update your
pet’s vaccinations and treat them for

fleas and ticks before exposure
ttoo hhaarrmmffuul elements.

00
03

10
28

0r
1

mmffuuul elements..

66 •  LAKESIDE Living & Logan Martin Homes • APRIL 2025



APRIL 2025 • LAKESIDE Living & Logan Martin Homes  • 67



APRIL 4

THE PURPLE MADNESS

Talladega’s Historic Ritz Theatre 
hosts this Prince tribute show starting 
at 7 p.m., sponsored by First Bank of 
Alabama. Bobby Miller presents an 
electrifying performance that has 
been described as “high energy” and 
“a must-see.” Miller is backed on stage 
by some of the most talented dancers 
and musicians in the country. 

For ticket information, visit
www.ritztalladega.com.

CALENDAR OF

APRIL 11-12
April in Talladega is a historical 

tour and series of community events 
promoting the heritage of the city of 
Talladega to help preserve its historic 
homes and other buildings. The weekend 
includes a tour of homes, art exhibits at 
the Heritage Hall Museum, a wine and 
cheese reception, and the Family Block 
Party on the courthouse square.

For full details, visit
www.aprilintalladega.org and the 

event’s Facebook page.

APRIL 19

SPRING MARKET

Benefiting the Riverside 
          Beautification Organization, 

the market opens at 9 a.m. at 230 
Depot Street. Vendors, food trucks, 
and crafts displays will be on site. The 
Easter Bunny will visit with children 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., and an Easter egg 
hunt will begin at noon.

APRIL 20

EASTER AT THE FARM
Celebrate Easter with an

           extraordinary 3-course 
brunch at Arrington at Pursell Farms. The 

curated menu offers a symphony of flavors, 
from savory starters to decadent desserts, featuring both classic brunch favorites 

and unique, adventurous dishes to satisfy every palate. After brunch, kids can enjoy 
an Easter egg hunt and other fun activities, making it a perfect day for the whole 

family. Before brunch, an uplifting Easter Servicewill be led at John Piney’s Barn by 
Auburn Community Church. For reservations, call 256-208-2040.

68 •  LAKESIDE Living & Logan Martin Homes • APRIL 2025



APRIL 25

LADIES FIREARMS 
COURSE

The Lincoln Public Library and 
the Lincoln Police Department have 
partnered to bring this to the CMP 
Talladega Marksmanship Park. The 
course begins at 9 a.m., and the cost 
is $30 for the three-hours class that 
will be taught at the CMP Range. The 
class, limited to 12 people, is for new 
gun owners.
For registration information, visit the 

event’s Facebook page

APRIL 25

AN EVENING 
WITH CLINT 
BLACK

The country music superstar brings 
his legendary talent to the lakeside 
area for a third time, performing an 
evening of hits and melodies at the 
Oxford Performing Arts Center. Black 
is known for such iconic songs as 
“Killin’ Time,” “A Better Man,” and “Like 
the Rain.” Honored with Grammy 
Awards, CMA Awards, and ACM 
Awards, he was also only the fourth 
country music artist to receive a 
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 
Showtime is 7:30 p.m.

For ticket information, visit
www.oxfordpac.org.

APRIL 24

A 
NIGHT WITH JASON 
CRABB

Award-winning musician Jason Crabb performs 
at 7 p.m. at Talladega’s Historic Ritz Theatre. 
Crabb has won a GRAMMY and 21 Dove Awards, 
being named the Gospel Music Association’s Dove 
Awards Artist and Male Vocalist of the Year. His 
electrifying stage presence, powerhouse vocals 
and magnetic personality have endeared him 
to millions across the world through extensive 
personal appearances, media coverage, and social 
media including more than 20 million views on 
YouTube. 

For ticket information, visit www.ritztalladega.com

APRIL 26-27

NASCAR SPRING 
RACE WEEKEND

NASCAR racing returns to ‘Dega 
featuring such drivers as Kyle Larson 
and Chase Elliott.! Whether you’re a 
die-hard racing fan or simply looking 
for an entertaining day out, this event 
promises family fun for everyone.

For full details, visit
www.talladegasuperspeedway.com
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T he Gateway to Logan Martin Lake has taken a big 

step toward becoming a premier dining destination, 

as Darden Restaurants broke ground last month on a 

new Olive Garden and LongHorn Steakhouse.

The project, valued at more than $6 million, is the result of a 

partnership between Darden Restaurants, I-20 Development, 

the City of Pell City, and the St. Clair County Commission. The 

groundbreaking ceremony was held on the development site 

at the intersection of U.S. Highway 231 and Hazelwood Drive, 

adjacent to the I-20 West ramp.

“This is a ‘we thing,’ not a ‘me thing,’” said Bill Ellison, president 

of I-20 Development, who spearheaded the project. “It’s been a 

total team effort, and I want to compliment the city and county 

for their commitment and cooperation. As long as we can keep 

these relationships in place, there are limitless possibilities for 

what comes next.”

The new restaurants are projected to generate a combined $10 

million in annual sales for Pell City, significantly boosting the 

local economy while creating many job opportunities for area 

residents and enriching the city’s dining scene with diverse 

options, attracting visitors from across the region.

Darden Restaurants operates more than 2,100 locations 

worldwide. In Alabama, the company employs more than 3,300 

team members across its 38 existing locations.

“It’s a tremendous feeling to know that these businesses 

that have so many choices on where to locate choose make 

their investment in our community,” said Bill Pruitt, mayor 

of Pell City. “They recognize that this is a special place to be. 

We’re grateful for the work of Bill Ellison and for the county 

commission’s partnership, and we’re honored to welcome Olive 

Garden and LongHorn into the Pell City family.”

According to company officials, the Pell City restaurants will 

“uphold Darden’s high standards, offering the beloved menus 

and inviting atmospheres that have made Olive Garden and 

LongHorn Steakhouse favorites. Guests can look forward to 

indulging in Olive Garden’s signature pasta dishes, soups, 

salads, and breadsticks, or savoring LongHorn Steakhouse’s 

expertly grilled steaks, sides, and appetizers.” Both locations 

will also feature full-service bars and desserts.

“This entire project is exciting,” St. Clair County Commission 

Chairman Stan Batemon said. “Bill Ellison saw a vision over 

here, and myself and the other commissioners are grateful for 

his and the city’s work in bringing these restaurants to St. Clair 

County.”

Olive Garden offers a dining experience centered around classic 

Italian-American cuisine and is known for such signature 

dishes as unlimited soup, salad, and breadsticks, as well as 

pasta, chicken, and seafood entrees. LongHorn Steakhouse 

offers a diverse menu featuring chicken, seafood, and ribs in an 

atmosphere inspired by the rugged spirit of the American West. 

Both restaurants are expected to open in 2026.

TWO NEW FULL-SERVICE DINING 
RESTAURANTS ARE COMING TO PELL CITY

Officials break ground at the site of two new Darden Restaurants in Pell City.
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VISIT US AT ONE OF OUR THREE LOCATIONS. WE WILL BE HAPPY TO SERVE YOU!

m rs.com2mcars.com
0+ i ai able!250+ Units Available!

VISIT US AT ONE OF OUR HREE LOCATIONS WE WILL E HAPPY TO SERVE YOU!

MOE IBRAHIM
OWNER

EASY, FRIENDLY FINANCING TO GET YOU
INTO THE RIDE OF YOUR DREAMS!

DOWN PAYMENT WAC

$500

00
03

15
44
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The two new restaurants are expected to open next year.
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Sushi, Hibachi, Asian Wok, Full Bar

4852 Cogswell Ave. 
Pell City 35125

ASIAN ASIAN 
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Order online at oishiasianrestaurant.com

Dine In,  Carry Out  or Delivery 

205-338-7774 | 205-338-7775

Daily Lunch Specials
Tues-Thurs: 11 am - 9 pm, 

Fri - Sat: 11 am - 10 pm,  
Sun: 11 am - 9 pm, Mondays - Closed

651 Alex City Shopping Center Dr. 
Alexander City, AL 35010 (256) 234-7675(256) 234-7675

Sho ‘Nuff 
BBQ Southern BBQ Pork 

Best Little Smokehouse in Town!Best Little Smokehouse in Town!

Our Daily Special 
Open Mon. - Fri. 11-7 
Meat & 3 Vegetables

Shonuffbbq
AlexCity

75301 AL-77 
Lincoln, AL 35096

(205) 794-2072

Hours: Sunday - Thursday 11 AM - 10 PM
Friday & Saturday 11 AM - 10:30 PM

TACOTACO
TUESDAYTUESDAY
Hardshell Hardshell 

Tacos Tacos 
Ground Beef or Shredded ChickenGround Beef or Shredded Chicken

$1.25 Each$1.25 Each
Small Draft Beer Small Draft Beer 

$1.99$1.99

Small Margaritas Small Margaritas 
$3.99 $3.99 

Any Flavor  |  Every TuesdayAny Flavor  |  Every Tuesday

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO DINING OUT

Chinese & Japanese Cuisine
JJaaddee  EEaasstt  BBuuffffeett
LUNCH & DINNER BUFFETLUNCH & DINNER BUFFET

DINE IN OR TAKE OUTDINE IN OR TAKE OUT

205-338-8868
47 Vaughan Lane • PeLL City, aL

Located In The Wal Mart Shopping Center

Merry Merry 
Christmas!Christmas!

5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City
Check Our Menu Daily On Our Facebook PageCheck Our Menu Daily On Our Facebook Page

(205) 884-8896(205) 884-8896

HOURS FOR DELIHOURS FOR DELI
Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-10 a.m.Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-10 a.m.

Lunch Mon.-Fri. 10:45 a.m-7:30 p.m.Lunch Mon.-Fri. 10:45 a.m-7:30 p.m.
Breakfast Saturday 5 a.m.-10:30 a.m.Breakfast Saturday 5 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

Saturday Lunch 11 a.m.-2 p.m.Saturday Lunch 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Dine-In or Carry-Out!Dine-In or Carry-Out!

We We 
Have Have 
Pizza!Pizza!

Now Serving
Breakfast!

Fri-Sun, 7am-10am

51 Vaughan Lane | Pell City, AL | Walmart Shopping Center

205-525-5122205-525-5122

Mon - Wed 11am - 9pm
Fri, Sat, Sun 7am-10am

Best Little Smokehouse In Town!Best Little Smokehouse In Town!

651 Alex City Shopping Center Dr.
Alexander City, AL 35010

((256256)) 234-7675234-7675

Shonuffbbq
AlexCity

Our Daily Special
Open Mon. - Fri. 11-7
Meat & 3 Vegetables

Southern
BBQ Pork

•Lattes
•Frappes
•Desserts
•Sandwiches
•Soups
•Combos
Call for Catering • Owner Jacintha Hay

218 North Broadway Avenue, Sylacauga, AL 35150
256-487-6055

Try Our New Dirty Alani!Cuppa
Grace
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Sushi, Hibachi, Asian Wok, Full Bar

4852 Cogswell Ave. 
Pell City 35125

ASIAN ASIAN 
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Order online at oishiasianrestaurant.com

Dine In,  Carry Out  or Delivery 

205-338-7774 | 205-338-7775

Daily Lunch Specials
Tues-Thurs: 11 am - 9 pm, 

Fri - Sat: 11 am - 10 pm,  
Sun: 11 am - 9 pm, Mondays - Closed

651 Alex City Shopping Center Dr. 
Alexander City, AL 35010 (256) 234-7675(256) 234-7675

Sho ‘Nuff 
BBQ Southern BBQ Pork 

Best Little Smokehouse in Town!Best Little Smokehouse in Town!

Our Daily Special 
Open Mon. - Fri. 11-7 
Meat & 3 Vegetables

Shonuffbbq
AlexCity

75301 AL-77 
Lincoln, AL 35096

(205) 794-2072

Hours: Sunday - Thursday 11 AM - 10 PM
Friday & Saturday 11 AM - 10:30 PM

TACOTACO
TUESDAYTUESDAY
Hardshell Hardshell 

Tacos Tacos 
Ground Beef or Shredded ChickenGround Beef or Shredded Chicken

$1.25 Each$1.25 Each
Small Draft Beer Small Draft Beer 

$1.99$1.99

Small Margaritas Small Margaritas 
$3.99 $3.99 

Any Flavor  |  Every TuesdayAny Flavor  |  Every Tuesday

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO DINING OUT

Chinese & Japanese Cuisine
JJaaddee  EEaasstt  BBuuffffeett
LUNCH & DINNER BUFFETLUNCH & DINNER BUFFET

DINE IN OR TAKE OUTDINE IN OR TAKE OUT

205-338-8868
47 Vaughan Lane • PeLL City, aL

Located In The Wal Mart Shopping Center

Merry Merry 
Christmas!Christmas!

5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City
Check Our Menu Daily On Our Facebook PageCheck Our Menu Daily On Our Facebook Page

(205) 884-8896(205) 884-8896

HOURS FOR DELIHOURS FOR DELI
Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-10 a.m.Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-10 a.m.

Lunch Mon.-Fri. 10:45 a.m-7:30 p.m.Lunch Mon.-Fri. 10:45 a.m-7:30 p.m.
Breakfast Saturday 5 a.m.-10:30 a.m.Breakfast Saturday 5 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

Saturday Lunch 11 a.m.-2 p.m.Saturday Lunch 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Dine-In or Carry-Out!Dine-In or Carry-Out!

We We 
Have Have 
Pizza!Pizza!

659-658-6262
jumbospellcity.com

385 OLD COAL CITY RD. | PELL CITY, AL 35125

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

HOURS: Mon & Wed 11am – 2pm
Tues & Thurs - 11am -7pm

Fri & Sat 11am – 8pm

HOURS: Wed 11am-2pm
Tues & Thurs - 11am-7pm

Fri & Sat 11am-8pm

5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City555000000000 CCCooogggssswwweeellllll AAAvvveee ,, PPPeeellllll CCCiii yyy5000 Cogswell Ave Pell City555000000000 CCCoooggggsssswwwweeellllll AAAvvvveee PPPeeeellllll CCCiii yyy
Check Our Menu Daily On Our Facebook PageCCChhhheeee kkkk OOOOuuuurrrr MMMMeeeennnnuuuu DDDDaaaaiiii yyyy OOOOnnnn OOOOuuuurrrr FFFFaaaacccceeeebbbbooooooookkkk PPPPaaaaggggeee

00 Cogswell Ave., Pell C000000 CCCooogggssswwweeellllll AAAvvveee...,,, PPPeeellllll CCC
(205) 884-8896(205) 884-8896

HOURS FOR DELIHOURS FOR DELI
Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-10 a.m.BBrreeaa ffaasstt MMoonn..-FFrrii.. 55 aa..mm..-1100 aa..mm..
Lunch Mon.-Fri. 10:45 a.m-7:30 p.m.LLuunncchh MMoonn..-FFrrii.. 1100::4455 aa..mm-77::3300 pp..mm..
Breakfast Saturday 5 a.m.-10:30 a.m.BBrreeaa ffaasstt SSaattuurrddaayy 55 aa..mm..-1100::3300 aa..mm..

Saturday Lunch 11 a.m.-2 p.m.SSaattuurrddaayy LLuunncchh 1111 aa..mm..-22 pp..mm..

OR DELIOR DELI
Dine-In or Carry-Out!DDDiiinnneee---IIInnn ooorrr CCCaaarrrrrryyy---OOOuuuttt!!!

WeWe
HaveHave
Pizza!Pizza!

HOURS FOF
DDD

Tues-Thurs: 11 am - 9 pm,
Fri - Sat: 11 am - 10 pm,

Sun: 11 am - 9 pm, Mondays - Closed

Sushi, Hibachi, Asian Wok, Full Bari W k F ll B

4852 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City 35125

4852 C ll A

ASIANASIAN
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Order online at oishiasianrestaurant.com

Dine In, Carry Out or Delivery
205-338-7774 | 205-338-7775

Daily Lunch Specials

1080 Coosa Isssland Rd, Cropwell
(205) 362-0977(205) 362-0977

Located
Beside

Piece of the
Pie

Outdoor Dining & Carry OutOutdoor Dining & Carry Out
Hours: Fri. 4-888 PM,

Sat. 10 AM-8 PPPM
& Sun. 10 AM-8 PPPMMM

Hours: Fri. 4-9 PM, Sat. 12-9 PM & Sun. 12-9 PM

Hand-Dipped Ice Cream (Dairy---Free & Low
Sugar Options), Sundaes, Fresh-SSSqueezed

Lemonade, & Snobiz Shaveddd Ice

Opening on

April 18th
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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO DINING OUT

Like and share our new facebook page.
El Cazador Mexican Grill #4

 Downtown, Pell City
1901 Cogswell Ave. Suite #1

205-338-7585

Open Sun.-Thur. 11 a.m-9 p.m. 
Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
LUNCH SPECIALS!

All of our dishes are meticulously 
prepared with authentic Mexican flavors.  

Feliz Navidad!

HOURS
Sunday - Wednesday 11:00 am - 9:00 pm
Thursday - Saturday 11:00 am - 10:00 pm

MAYA’SMAYA’S

MEXICAN GRILL
2201 7th Ave. | Pell City

(659) 658-4235

Dine In & Carry Out 
Available

TALLADEGA
608 East Battle St.

256-362-0741Subway® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP LLC. ©2020 Subway IP LLC. 

You Bring The Friends,
We’ll Bring The Food!

Easy Order 
Sandwich Platter

Visit us online for other catering options.

Serves 7 People
15 Servings

Let Us Cater YoUr Next eveNt

Assorted Box Lunch Meal Bundle
Serves 12 People

12 Servings (Sandwich, Cookie, Chips and Drink)

(205) 813-0354
1917 Cogswell Ave., Ste 5 | Pell City, AL

Mark Your Calendars
Santa is coming on 

December 17th!
6:00 PM-8:00 PM

We offer pizzas, muffulettas, 
shaved ice, ice cream, fudge, 
cookies, brownies and more!

We’ll be open during the Christmas Parade!!

facebook.com/daylight.pellcity
205.338.8700

705 Martin St. N. Suite 2
Pell City, AL 35125
(Next to Auto Zone)

10% OFF
WITH THIS
COUPON

Limit one per
person.

Valid at Pell City
location only. Cannot

be combined
with any other offers.

Valid until / / 5
No Cash Value.

3/31/255

Chinese & Japanese CuisineCh & J C i i
JJaaddee EEaasstt BBuuffffeett
LUNCH & DINNER BUFFETLUNCH & DINNER BUFFET

DINE IN OR TAKE OUTDINE IN OR TAKE OUT

205-338-8868
47VaughanLane •PeLLCity,aL

Located InTheWalMart ShoppingCenter

205-338-3052
2500 Stemley Bridge Rd. Pell City, AL

Premium non-ethanol gas -great for boats

Made Fresh Daily
Specialty & Signature Sandwiches,

Salads and Soup
Breakfast Starts at 5 a.m.

Call for Daily Specials
Monday-Friday

JIMMY’S
COUNTRYSTORE&DELI
(FORMERLY J&S COUNTRY STORE & DELI)
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A Lakeside Living guide to

TALLADEGATALLADEGA
COUNTYCOUNTY

LOGAN MARTIN
1 – Poor House Branch Marina
2 – Aztecas Mexican
3 – Jade East
4 – Triple G’s
5 – Jimmy’s Country Store
6 – El Cazador Mexican
7 – Maya’s Mexican
8 – Pell City Steak House
9 – Oishi Asian Restaurant
10 – Jumbos
11 – Daylight Donuts
12 – Piece of the Pie

A – Logan Martin Dam
B – Lakeside Park
C – Stemley Bridge
D – St. Clair Airport
E – Mays Bend
F – Choccolocco Creek
G – Dye Creek
H – Blue Eye Creek
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RiversideRiverside

LincolnLincoln

Pell CityPell City
North of I-20North of I-20
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Step into our spa-like scanning suite and enjoy a spring day in the outdoors.

LIGHT & BREEZY • STRONG & INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY

256-207-2686 | coosavalleymri.com
Located Inside Coosa Valley Medical Center

A NEW MRI EXPERIENCE
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Written by VALLEAN JACKSON
Submitted Photos

I f you are looking for a 
lakefront property with 
plenty of land, then you will 

want to see 711 Shannon Lynn Shores 

in Talladega.
One of the most notable features 

of the home is that it sits on two 
acres of land.  It was built in 1969 but 
has been remodeled with updates 
to both the exterior and interior. It 
has three bedrooms and two full 
bathrooms within its 2,200-square-
foot interior.

The home has mostly hardwood 
flooring throughout, barn sliding 
doors, exposed wooden beams, 
large windows welcoming plenty of 
natural light, unique ceiling fixtures, 
ceiling fans, and a brick fireplace in 
the family room. 

The kitchen is spacious and the 
perfect place for family meals and 

creating memories. It has a tiled 
backsplash, a plethora of white 
cabinets offering plenty of storage, 
quartz countertops, recessed 
lighting, stainless steel appliances, 
breakfast bar, and a small island.

The exterior features of the home 
are equally impressive, offering 
everything a lake lover enjoys. The 
property includes a boat house, 
a personal watercraft lift, two 
electric boat lifts, a one-car garage 
with storage, an additional three-
car garage, a tiled patio, and an 
enormous backyard. 

The property lists at $463,800. For 
more information, call Donna Breland 
of Signature Realty at 205-910-8300.

2806 Dr. John Haynes Drive, Suite 101
Pell City, AL 35125

205.235.8300

Talladega property offers plenty of
amenities and plenty of space on

Logan Martin shoreline
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711 Shannon Lynn 
Shores in Talladega
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Lakeside Realtor finds joy

Written by VALLEAN JACKSON
Submitted photo

J ulie Luker is living out her 
childhood dream, and she 
couldn’t be happier.

“When I was a young girl, I always 
had an interest in real estate,” she 
says. “I started looking at house plan 
books, and it was just one of those 
things that has always caught my 
interest. However, I ended up going 
in a different direction before finding 
my way to real estate. I had a salon 
in Pell City for about 35 years, but 
with the encouragement from some 
clients and the desire to shift gears 
in my career, I was able to finally 
fulfill a passion that has always been 
near and dear to my heart.”

The Keller Williams Realtor now 
has 15 years of experience in real 
estate and is fourth in the company’s 
Southeastern region for sales. She 
believes that she was on the road to 
real estate without even knowing 
it while operating her salon, often 
finding herself helping people 
connect to houses, one another, and 
Realtors. 

“The foundation of my hair 
business helped me get my start and 
have a following in my real estate 
business,” she said. “I strongly believe 
that my purpose in life is to help 
people connect the dots. If a client 
was selling something, I connected 
them to the people who would be 
interested. When people needed a 
house, I connected them to Realtors 
who could help, and I get to do the 
same thing now. I truly find joy in 

helping people.”
There’s even another similarity to 

her previous career.
“As a listing agent, it’s like the 

skill of being a hairdresser – it has 
to come naturally. Real estate has 
to come naturally for somebody. 
You’ve got to have the people skills 
and passion to be successful. You’ve 
got to learn and know that every 
day there’s something else to learn, 
and every deal is different. I just love 
seeing people’s dreams come true 
and helping them get to the finish 
line.”

When asked what home 
ownership means to her, she says 
that she always tells clients that 
when they thank her, it’s not about 
her but them, “because they’ve 

earned the moment. I’m just in place 

to help and be a guide. Buyers earn 

their own reward for being able to 

purchase a home. They’ve done their 

work, they’ve saved, and they’ve kept 

their credit up.” 

Luker’s advice to current home 

owners is “if you have a low rate, 

think hard before you sell. Maintain 

your home, and don’t let it lose value. 

If it needs a roof, save, save, save, 

and get a new roof. If it needs HVAC, 

save, save, save. Maintaining your 

home is like how you maintain your 

car.”

A native of Pell City, when she’s 

not working, Luker enjoys spending 

time with family, traveling, and being 

out on the lake.

IN HELPING OTHERS
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A Bit More
About Julie

Favorite snack:
Jolly Ranchers

Favorite beverage:
Loaded teas

Favorite sports teams:
Atlanta Braves and The University of Alabama

Favorite movie:
It’s a Wonderful Life



205-235-8300

Donna Breland
Broker/Realtor ®

205-910-8799

Scott SiskScott Sisk
RealtorRealtor ®®

205-453-52402205-453-5 40

Paul GoldenPaul Golden
RealtorRealtor ®®

205-369-32702205-369-32270

Garrett BurgessGarrett Burgess
RealtorRealtor ®®

256-499-581556-499-5815

Lauren HolladayLauren Holladay
RealtorRealtor ®®

205-218-00902205-2218-0090

Jo MuddJo Mudd
RealtorRealtor®®

205-718-65432205-718-6543

XN
SP

30
2

2806 Dr. John Haynes Drive
Pell City, AL, 35125

We Are All Just Walking Each Other Home

385 Fish Trap Rd., Cropwell
MLS# 21411612

$395,000

4807Whiskers Trl., Pell City
MLS# 21411810

$424,900

0 Vaughn Ln, Pell City
MLS# 21373880

$2,000,000

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

15 Old Roadway, Cropwell
MLS# 21389324

$409,900

1680 Funderburg Bend Rd, Pell City
MLS # 21400479

$949,900

AMAZING FARMLAND

$474,900

7046Wolf Creek Rd. S.
Pell City

MLS# 21395062
$699,900

FARMHOUSE AND ACREAGE

545 Tenbury LN, Cropwell
MLS #21403592

$424,900

105 Elm St, Pell City
MLS# 21406567

$227,500

620Woodland Crest Rd, Pell City
MLS# 21409523

$224,900

65 Clover Dr., Pell City
MLS #21412750

$321,500

862 Funderburg Bend RD, Pell City
MLS# 21408320

$674,900

WATERFRONTUNDER CONTRACT
UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

WATERFRONT SOLD

SOLD
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This stunning lakefront manufactured home offers
serene views and ultimate relaxation. Featuring 3
spacious bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, it’s the perfect
retreat for families or guests. The open-concept
great room is bright and airy, ideal for gatherings,
while the functional kitchen is perfect for everyday
cooking and entertaining. A convenient laundry
room adds to the home’s functionality. Step outside
to a large covered deck, where you can unwind and
enjoy the breathtaking lake views, rain or shine. The
property also includes a large storage building for all
your outdoor gear, plus a private pier, offering easy
access to the water for boating, fishing, or simply
enjoying the scenery. Whether you’re looking for a
peaceful getaway or a permanent home, this lakefront
manufactured home has it all. MLS 21412096

206 Harmon Island Rd, LOT 28
Cropwell, $75,000

Estate on the Lake!! Large level lot approx 1.53 acres, Best
of both worlds Sunrise and sunset views. Two stories of
beauty. Massive crown molding and columns. Gorgeous
kitchen with 6 eye gas stove and tons of counter space. Large
pantry and a “pot room”. Keeping room with a fireplace
adjoining sunroom/ eat in kitchen area. Master on the main
floor plus an office, formal dining room.Upstairs is 4 more
bedrooms and 3 baths. One being a 2nd master with a very
spacious closet and fireplace. Sit quietly in your reading
room overlooking the lake. Great Room with two story
ceilings and windows with a fireplace, double garage and
a supersized out building. Double stall boathouse and boat
launch. Plus much much more! MLS 21394714

234 Henderson Ln
Talladega, $999,000

Visit me online at PellCityRealtor.com

This stunning 3-bedroom, 2.5-bathroom home offers
a spacious, well-designed layout perfect for modern
living. The formal dining room provides an elegant
space for gatherings, while the eat-in kitchen boasts
sleek stainless steel appliances, granite countertops,
and ample storage. The great room features a cozy
gas log fireplace and soaring high ceilings, creating
a welcoming atmosphere. The master suite on the
main level provides privacy and comfort. Enjoy
the versatility of a man-cave, ideal for relaxation
or hobbies. Additional features include a double
garage, fenced-in backyard, and an outbuilding for
extra storage. Located in a peaceful cul-de-sac, this
home also offers access to a community swimming
pool. An open deck in the backyard is perfect for
outdoor entertaining. With its thoughtful layout and
convenient amenities, this home is the perfect blend
of style and functionality. MLS 21412026

125 Birch Court
Pell City, $280,000

35714 Us Highway 231,
Ashville, $170,000

MLS 21398749 Looking for that starter
home or empty nester? Here it is. Two
bedrooms and two bathrooms. Spacious
rooms, with an open floor plan. Dining
room, sunroom, large great room. Big
level lot approx 1 acre. Small town feel.
Covenant to Birmingham and Gadsden.
Just minutes to I-59. The roof is 2 yrs old,
HVAC is 5 yrs old.

Lot 6 Cason Lane
Cropwell, $15,000
13 Hickory Lane,
Odenville, $39,900

LOTS FOR SALE!

11 Pine Harbor Road
Pell City, $100,000

WOW !! What a buy... A business sitting at the mouth
of Pine Harbor. The Kitchen seats 45 people and 13
tables. A separate prep kitchen with an office. Plenty
of parking. The Kitchen comes fully functional with 4
microwaves, 6 refrigerators, a 12 x 12 walk in stainless
master built walk in cooler, 2 toasters, 4 1/2 ft x 2 1/2 ft
gas grill, 2 gas fryers, commercial 2 door refrigerator,
prep bar, Ref/Freezer, 24 x 10 quartz center island,
3 compartment stainless sink, 1 hand washing sink,
hood system fire suppression, commercial stand up
dishwasher. Plus much more. Covered Picnic area with
a picnic table. Out building does remain
MLS 1359591

112 Charter Drive, Pell City $290,000
Here is what you’ve been waiting for: A luxury lake access condo
in a gated community. Charters Landing! This luxury condo is just
over 1800 sf one level with a spacious open living area. The kitchen
has all the upgrades expected with granite and stainless steel
appliances. The security system is an added plus. Two spacious
bedrooms, 2 full baths. Large dining room and an office area/
separate sitting area. Just off the entrance is a breezeway for you
to enjoy with a beautiful view of the lake. There’s a Firepit area for
your enjoyment. Don’t worry about a place for your boat. There is
a deeded boat slip located near the common area with two Seadoo
slips. There are 4 parking spaces for your own personal use. There
is additional parking for all your guests. There are several tennis /
pickleball courts located just steps away that are lighted for night
time enjoyment. New HVAC unit put in 2022. Call now!

2319 Cogswell Ave. | Pell City, AL 35125

Your Friendly Lake &
Neighborhood Realtor

205.368.9772

Caran Wilbanks

1128 Driving Range Road,
Cropwell, $398,000

This beautiful 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom home sits on 5.3
acres of land and offers the perfect blend of comfort and
security. The full brick exterior and 1-level design provide
easy living with a double garage for convenience. Inside,
enjoy hardwood flooring throughout, a spacious walk-in
shower, and a whole-house generator for peace of mind.
The security system with cameras, both inside and outside,
ensures your safety at all times. Includes spacious screened
porch perfect for relaxing and enjoying the nature.
Home is specially designed for loved ones with disability,
including a Maxie Sky-lift system and other special need
amenities. This home is ideal for those seeking a private,
secure retreat with all the modern amenities.

WOW !!!! What a View!!! Multi level deck with
trex decking to sit and look at Beautiful Logan
Martin Lake. Breathtaking view from the great
room with a multi tiered chandelier w/dimer. Upper
lake side window and doors w/reflected solar film.
Newly remodeled very spacious kitchen, granite
countertops, slate flooring, stainless appliances.
Gorgeous hardwood floors. Master suite to die for.
It’s HUGE !!! Ladies get ready a closet like no other
you’ve ever seen. Plus two more closets in the master.
Covered patio area. Fenced dog run with Dog condo
or kids play house. Boat launch, double stall boat
house, one with lift, sun deck with trex decking,
seawall. Forever View. Lakeside patio with firepit.
MLS #21406655

241 Eureka Road
Lincoln, $700,000
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• Professional Photos t• Digital Marketing • Open Houses
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“He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay” ~“““HHHe isss not here,,, for he hasss risssen,,, asss he sssaid... CCCome,,, sssee the place where he lay””” ~
Matthew 28:6MMMatthew 28:::6

503Markeeta Rd., Leeds

$334,900$334,900
Need a place of worship, school, or wedding

venue? This beautiful church building has
been well taken care of and includes all of

the furnishings such as pews, tables, chairs,
and audio and visual equipment. It also has
a newly renovated fellowship hall and sits

on 3.8 acres in just a few minutes from I 20.

4850 HWY 144, Ragland

$280,000$280,000
Need a place to stretch out? How about

a property that has approx 4.8 acres with
two homes and several storage buildings

and one large shop.

398 Andrew Ln., Odenville

$237,000
Move-In Ready! This newly built 2023
THREE bedroom and TWO bathroom
home is located in a cul-de-sac of the
newly developed part of Brookhaven
subdivision in the Margaret/Odenville

area. Just a 25 min drive to Bham! Home
Warranty still applies! Seller Assist in

Buyer’s Closing Costs.

6470Winslow Dr, Trussville

$444,000$444,000
What a showcase home with an abundance of

space for your family! This 4 bedroom (consisting
of one master suite downstairs and one master

suite upstairs) and 3.5 bathroom home with
two family rooms is the perfect home for the

growing family. There is a community pool with
a splash pad and a playground to enjoy!

805 N Lakeshore Dr.

$424,000$424,000
Ever wanted a cabin style lake home on year-

round water for under $450,000? This is it! This 4
bedroom and 2 bathroom lake home is perfect
for the full time lake enthusiast or for a peaceful

weekend retreat. The open floor plan contains an
eat-in kitchen, bar seating, den with stacked stone

fireplace, French doors opening to the recently
added heated and cooled sunroom with extensive

and unencumbered views of Logan Martin Lake.

155 NottinghamDr, Pell city

$585,000$585,000
This beautiful custom-built 4 BR and 3.5 BA

brick home in the Archers Bend subdivision of
Pell City is a fantastic property! With features

like a community clubhouse and inground pool,
it offers great amenities for residents and an

inviting home for family gatherings.

121Vann Cir., Trussville

$339,000$339,000
Right in the heart of historic Trussville and just blocks away

from the up and coming lively Trussville entertainment
area sits this 4 sided brick spacious 3 bedroom and 2.5

bathroom home with 2 family rooms and an office/mud
room area. The oversized deck is perfect for entertaining

and connects to a fenced in backyard complete with a
spacious storage/workshop with electricity. This home

won’t last long in this exciting housing market!

175 Smithfield Ln., Springville

$364,900
Welcome to this beautifully maintained

4-bedroom, 3-bathroom home located in the
desirable Springville community. Spanning 2,210

square feet, this property has 3 Bedrooms and
2 bathrooms on the main level with another
bedroom and full bathroom and den in the

finished basement and with a large unfinished
basement spacious enough to park 3cars!

500 OldMargaret Rd, Odenville

$177,000$177,000
This inviting 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom

home offers the perfect blend of
comfort and serenity. Enjoy relaxing on

your covered front porch, or for a quieter
retreat, head to the back porch to take in

the peaceful, level lot.

5024 Collins Dr, Pell City

$624,999
This NEW CONSTRUCTION 4 BR and 3.5 BA home

has an abundance of upgrades! The oversized
lot sits majestically in the beautiful subdivision
of The Reserve with boat launch and common

area. The outdoor patio comes complete with a
stacked stone fireplace and sitting area perfect

for enjoying family and friends.

1550 Baxter Ave, Springville
$349,000$349,000

This newly built home offers 4 bedrooms
and 2.5 baths with an abundance of upscale
features. The chef-inspired kitchen, complete
with a spacious island, corner pantry, granite

countertops, stainless steel appliances,
and coffee bar opens directly onto a large

covered patio-perfect for entertaining. Main
BR downstairs with 3 spacious BRs upstairs.

Best value in the nei hborhood!

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

WATERFRONT

0 RanchMarina Rd., Pell City

$225,000
WATERFRONT lot with an

incredible view. This slightly
sloping lot to the water is
perfect for building that

beautiful lake home.

WATERFRONT
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230 Tomahawk Trail
Riverside, AL 35135
MLS# 21406264
$33,399

3060 Griffitt Bend Road
Talladega, AL 35160
MLS# 21411310
$1,100,000
LAKE FRONT

475 River Forest Ln. Ste 3220,
Talladega, AL 35160
MLS# 21409957
$259,900

475 River Forest Ln. Ste 4150
Talladega, AL 35160
MLS# 21406266
$299,900

LAKE ACCESS

425 Patches Ln.
Pell City, AL 35128
MLS# 21403912
$574,900

475 River Forest Ln. Ste 2430
Talladega, AL 35160
MLS# 21395345
$319,900

LAKE ACCESS

Point Aquarius
Alpine, AL 35014
MLS# 21402493
$13,900

GREAT NEWPRICE

3215 Boardwalk Ln.
Pell City, AL 35128
MLS #21408694
$379,900

LAKE ACCESS

LAKE ACCESS

LAKE
ACCESS

LAKE ACCESS

NEW LISTING

LAKEVIEW
!

SOLD

LAKE ACCESS

LAKEVIEW
!

LAKEVIEW
!

LAKEVIEW
!
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EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

12 CROPWELL DR., PELL CITY, ALABAMA 35128

117 Hickory Ln. 
Pell City, AL 35128
MLS# 21371778
$239,900

000313266r1  

224 Highland View Dr. 
Lincoln, AL 35096
MLS#21386674
$209,900

1018 Deerwood Cir. 
Pell City, AL 35125 
MLS# 21384577
$259,900

4002 Verbena Dr. 
Moody, AL 35004
MLS#21377392
$349,900

190 Meadow River Rd.
 Talladega, AL 35160
MLS# 21377448
$229,900

364 Brookview Dr. 
Talladega, AL 35160 
MLS# 21388405
$139,900

9000 Brookhaven Ln. 
Odenville, AL 35120
MLS# 21381120
$439,900

632 Paden Dr. 
Vestavia, AL 35226
MLS# 21380326 
$549,900

3501 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125
MLS# 21385151 
$99,900
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

GREAT NEW PRICE

300 Johnson Ave. S. 
Talladega, AL 35160
MLS# 21399442 
$144,900

SOLD

747 Pine Harbor Rd. 
Pell City, AL 35128
MLS# 21407686
$299,900

82 Moonlight Ln., 
Talladega, AL 35160

MLS# 21408616
$179,900

428 Marion Rd. 
Sylacauga, AL 35151
MLS# 21408297
$174,900

946 Silver Run Road 
Munford, AL 36268
MLS# 21406490
$199,900

75128 Highway 77 S
Lincoln, AL 35096
MLS# 21398124
$449,900
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

UNDER
CONTRACT

3315 Cogswell Ave. 
Pell City, AL 35125
MLS #21409559 
$449,900
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

UNDER
CONTRACT

UNDER
CONTRACT

UNDER
CONTRACT

100 Holiday Estates Dr., 
Cropwell, AL 35054

MLS# 21413063
$299,900

NEW LISTING
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“a Foundation for Genera“a Foundation for Generations”tions”
508Martin Street South • Pell City, AL
205.884.2300 | 1.800.806.7741

TRAINED
PROFESSIONAL AGENTS -
EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS!

WATERFRONT, RESIDENTIAL,
FARMS, LAND, LOTS
AND COMMERCIAL

$422,500 - 580 Avondale Lane - MOVE-IN READY with this
Valley A Floor Plan in New Castle Subdivision that consists of
4 bedrooms, 3 baths (2 bedrooms and 2 baths on main level).
The kitchen has tons of counter space and cabinets, large
island and walk in pantry. This Smart Home System has large
back yard with privacy fence and irrigation system and 2-car
garage. MLS #21388381 Call Adam 205/369-2704

$745,000 - 70 Whispering Oaks - QUALITY-BUILT brick and stone 3
bedroom, 3.5 bath home that features living room, dining room den
with fireplace, plus 2nd kitchen, bonus room and play/rec room. Home
has hardwood floors, granite countertops, recessed lighting and
oak cabinetry. with (4) car garages, two on main level and two in the
basement. The property is gentle slope to the lake with boat launch, dock
decking is composite decking board and lighted, landscaped yard. MLS
#21390838 Call Tina 205/337-8509

$624,900 - 260 Riverview Dr. - YEAR ROUND LIVING with this charming 3
bedroom, 3.5 bath 1.5 story home that features open family room with massive
stacked stone fireplace, kitchenwith solid surface countertops, ample cabinets,
breakfast room, separate dining room and master bedroom all on main level.
Upstairs features nice walkway overlooking family room and has (2) bedrooms
and bath. Daylight basement is finished with large den and bonus room. Enjoy
the open deck or screened porch that overlooks gentle slope waterfront lot
that is fences and private dock. MLS #21394568 Call Brenda 205/812-4141

$639,999 - 5006CollinsDr. - BEAUTIFUL NEW CONSTRUCTIONwith this 5 bedrooms,
3 bath 2 story home that features family room with stacked stone fireplace, chef’s
dream kitchen complete with oversized island with farm house sink, breakfast nook
and an outdoor entertainment area on 2 lotss that includes covered patio and a
stacked stone fireplace. Upstairs with an oversized playroom/bedroom and 2 of the
bedrooms and a full bath. Located in subdivision with community boat launch and
commons area. MLS #21395979 Call Laurie 205/365-3639

$369,900 90 Highland View Dr. - NEW CONSTRUCTION - One level 3
bedroom, 2 bath open floor plan home that features family room that
opens to kitchen with large pantry/storage , master suite with his/hers
walk in closet, separate vanity and bonus room offmaster bath that can
be private office or whatever needed. Extra room in unfinished bonus
room upstairs, 2-car garage and located conveniently to I-20 and town.
MLS # 21390845 Call Brenda 205/812-4141

$475,000 - 705 Watson Rd - BEAUTIFUL 4-sided brick 1.5 story
3 bedroom, 3 bath home that features layout of spacious family
living all on main level with family room, dining room, plus one
bedroom with full bath upstairs, in-ground saltwater pool with
outdoor entertainment area with perimeter fencing and 2-car
garage. MLS #21395476 Call Laurie 205/365-3639

$424,900 - 543 Avondale Lane - MOVE IN READY with
this 2 Story 5 bedroom, 4 bath home located in new
subdivisIon of Sumter Landing. The home features
living room with fireplace and spacious home with many
upgrades. MLS #21385798 Call Adam 205/369-2704

Karen Bain Adam BainBlair Fields Brenda Fields Tony
Gossett

Carey
Monistere

NanMorris Tina
Stallings

Sebastian
White

Alesia
Mitcham

Lee
Higginbotham

Misty
Knight

Laurie
Brasher

Shawn
Story

Ronnie
Foster

Terry
Swinford

Lauren
Reaves

Mike
Carr

Kaitlyn
White

April
Graham

$575,000 - 155 Nottingham Dr. - BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM- BUILT BRICK 4 bedroom,
3.5 bath home located in Archers Bend Subdivision. Home features family
room with fireplace, dining room, and main level master suite with luxurious
amenities of jetted tub, standing shower, double vanities and large walk-in
closet. Three bedrooms located upstairs provide ample space with two
bedrooms sharing a Jack-n-Jill bathroom, one with private bath. Finished
basement with large family room and an office and 2- car garage. MLS
#21398728 Call Laurie 205/365-3639

$990,000 - 332 Driftwood Point Road - BREATHTAKING VIEWS from
this 4 bedroom, 3 bath home located on the main channel of Logan
Martin Lake. The home features living roomwith 20’ ceilings with wood
beams, dining room, (2) kitchens, mater suite with fireplace and French
doors that open to sunroom. Basement features den with fireplace, one
of the kitchens, 2 of the bedrooms, bath and another hook up for
laundry room. Gentle slope to the water with gazebo, in ground pool
with perimeter fenced, boathouse with lift and 2-car garage plus extra
parking space. MLS #21402508 Call Blair 205/812-5377

$624,999 - 5024 Collins Dr, Pell City - NEW CONSTRUCTION! This custom built
4 bedroom and 2.5 bathroom home is perfect for entertaining family and friends
with the open floor plan consisting of the family roomwith a floor to ceiling stacked
stone fireplace, high ceilingswhich opens to an inviting chef’s dream kitchen, large
granite bar with seating, stainless steel appliances, an abundance of cabinets, a
pot filler, and a custom built hood and just around the corner of the kitchen is a
dedicated dining room. The master suite is located on the main level with trey
ceilings, his and her vanities, free standing tub, tiled shower, and a large walk in
closet. Upstairs is another 3 bedrooms with a full bathroom.

$279,500 - 285 Seddon Farms lane - BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath
home that features living room, dining room and master bedroom
with a high vaulted ceiling and galley style kitchen. Upstairs has a
huge unfinished area that could easily be (2) bedroom and bath and
has 2.car garage. MLS 21405254. Call Carey 205/901-0652

$369,900 - 175 Smithfield Lane - WELL MAINTAINED 4
bedroom, 3 bath 1.5 Story home that features family room with
fireplace, dining roommeat in kitchen with beautiful cabinetry
and the 4th bedroom is located downstairs and 2-car garage.
MLS 21403823. Call Laurie 205/365-3639

$1,450,000 - 705 Lakeview Crest Dr. - LUXURY LAKE LIVING with this 4 bedroom 4 bath
brick and stacked stone home with stunning appearance as you drive onto the property. and
great water views. The home features great room with 14’coffered ceiling and gas fireplace.
Beautiful Dream Kitchen has vaulted ceiling and decorative beams, large island and ample
cabinets. The basement features den with fireplace and second kitchen plus bonus area.
This quality home is handicap accessible with elevator, double boat slip, year round water
and 4-cars garage which includes a separate detached garage, and a concrete golf cart path
to the lake and boat house. This is one to see! MLS #21407665. Call Karen 205/473-4613

$1,200,000 - 595 Dabbs Lane - HIDDEN GEM ON LOGAN MARTIN LAKE
with this 3bedroom, 3 bath home that features family room with stone/
brick fireplace 1000 sq.ft. Of wrap around porches, 575 sq. ft. Garage/
workshop, located on approx. 5.6 ACRES, over 3000 ft of Wsterfront ,
detached C RV spot used for RENTSL INCOME , additional amenities include
bathhouse, shower house, boat launch, large pavilion with enclosed
kitchen. Potential of income producing property, family compound or
great place to live.. MLS #21406672. Call Karen 205/473-4614

$725,000 - 14 Seddon Point - GREAT FAMILY LAKE HOME with approx. 3600 sq.
ft. on LOGAN MARTIN LAKE. 14 Seddon Point - The home features 5 bedrooms,
3.5 baths with family room with fireplace. dining room, keeping room with
fireplace, office and extra large den, The full basement provides great storage
and potential for a media room. This home is located io approx. 2.8 ACRES with
273 Ft. of waterfront with gentle sloping lot with natural areas, making for a
peaceful and serene setting! MLS # 21396433 Call Karen 205/473-4613

$1,350,000 - 2600 Abbott Drive - STUNNING LAKEFRONT PROPERTY that boasts
approx. 700 feet of waterfront and great views with this home that is truly an
entertainer’s dream. The home features 6 bedrooms,3 full and 2 half baths,
greatroom with fireplace, dining room, sunroom and kitchen with updated
cabinets, countertops, island and more. Gentle sloping lot with covered dock
with boatlift, inground pool with perimeter fencing and 2-car garage. A slice
of paradise on Logan Martin Lake! MLS 21411023. Call Karen 205/473-4613
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$424,000 - 805 N. Lakeshore Drive - CABIN on year
round water that features 4 bdrooms, 2 baths with open
floor plan, den with stacked stone fireplace and nice
sunroom overlooking the lake.
MLS# 21393939 Call Blair 205-365-3639



0 BIG MITTEN LN,
LINCOLN, AL 35096

$299,000
MLS#21397289

595 DABBS LANE, LINCOLN,
AL 35096

MLS# 21406672

$1,100,000
• Detached Garage/Workshop • Boat Launch • Large Pavillion •

Over 3000 Ft. of Waterfront • 5.6 Acres • RV Hookup • Bathhouse

1 1/2
LOTS

• Handicap Accessible
With Elevator

• 14 Ft. Coffered Ceilings
• Natural Red Oak Floors
• 2 Kitchens

• 4bd - 4ba
• Pathway To Water
• 2 Boat Slip Docks With
Lift

• 4 Car Garage

14 SEDDON POINT
5 BEDROOMS, 3.5 BATHS, OFFICE, LIVING ROOM, DINING
ROOM, KEEPING ROOMWITH FIREPLACE & EXTRA LARGE

DEN.2.8 ACRES, 273 FT OF WATERFRONT
MLS# 21396433 $725,000

705 LAKEVIEW CREST DR, PELL CITY, AL 35128
MLS# 21407665

$1,450,000
2600 ABBOTT DRIVE

$1,350,000
Recently Updated, Six bedrooms , 3 full baths

2 half baths , 2.37 acres , 740 feet of waterfront, Pool, Dock w lift Spectacular Views

0 BIG MITTEN LN,
LINCOLN, AL 35096

$299,000MLS#21397289

595 DABBS LANE, LINCOLN,
AL 35096

MLS# 21406672

$1,100,000
• Detached Garage/Workshop • Boat Launch • Large Pavillion •

Over 3000 Ft. of Waterfront • 5.6 Acres • RV Hookup • Bathhouse

1 1/2
LOTS

• Handicap Accessible
With Elevator

• 14 Ft. Coffered Ceilings
• Natural Red Oak Floors
• 2 Kitchens

• 4bd - 4ba
• Pathway To Water
• 2 Boat Slip Docks With
Lift

• 4 Car Garage

14 SEDDON POINT
5 BEDROOMS, 3.5 BATHS, OFFICE, LIVING ROOM, DINING
ROOM, KEEPING ROOMWITH FIREPLACE & EXTRA LARGE

DEN.2.8 ACRES, 273 FT OF WATERFRONT
MLS# 21396433 $725,000

705 LAKEVIEW CREST DR, PELL CITY, AL 35128
MLS# 21407665

$1,450,000
2600 ABBOTT DRIVE

$1,350,000
Recently Updated, Six bedrooms , 3 full baths

2 half baths , 2.37 acres , 740 feet of waterfront, Pool, Dock w lift Spectacular Views
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From Showing to Signing,
I’m here for you!

Sell with Michelle Greene
Owner/Broker

205-901-3352
exitcoosariverrealtors.com

XN
SP570
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(256) 487-1107
28 North Norton Avenue Sylacauga, AL 35150

yourfrontporchrealty.com
Follow Us On

We believe that buying
or selling a home
is more than just a

transaction; it 's a deeply
personal journey.

- Becky Bolton, Broker
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Cell: 205-965-7022 | kimc@eraking.com

2319 Cogswell Ave., Pell City, AL 35125
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0 Stemley Bridge Rd #1
Talladega, AL 35160
4.4 Acres MLS# 1348628

$159,000

208 Williams Ave.
Talladega, AL 35160

2 BR, 2 BA MLS# 21395617

$95,000

7 Lots Woodhaven
Subdivision

$26,000 Each

504 Coosa Island Rd
Cropwell, AL 35054

4 BR, 2 BA MLS# 21396564

$500,000

LAKE FRONT!

241 Eureka Road
Lincoln, AL 35096

3 BR, 3 BA MLS# 21406655

$700,000

234 Henderson Lane
Talladega, AL 35160

5 BR, 6 BA MLS# 21394714

$999,000

SOLD!

70 Camelot Lane Talladega, AL
3 BR, 4 BA MLS# 21412401

$749,900
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#1 Team#1Team
Across 3 LakesAcross 3 Lakes
LayLay •• LoganLogan •• NeelyNeely

103 &105 Wildwood Trail,
Leeds

3 BR, 2 BA

$168,900

Autumn Ln,
Pell City

Lot 13

$27,900

LOGANMARTIN

23 Stonegate Cir,
Lincoln
3 BR, 2 BA

NEW CONSTRUCTION

204 Wolf Creek RD N,
Pell City
3 BR, 2 BA

450 Dogwood Hill
Cropwell
3 BR, 3 BA

$575,000

140 S Lake shore Dr.,
Talladega
3 BR, 2 BA

$615,000

612 Chaffee St,
Talladega

4 BR, 7 BA
$525,000

$315,000 $299,900

18 Hickory Rd
Ragland
4 BR, 4 BA

$435,000

26 Waters Edge,
Pell City
Land/Lot

$35,000

74345 AL HWY 77
Lincoln
2 BR, 1 BA

$105,000

5 ACRES INVESTMENT

LOGANMARTIN WATER ACCESS LOGANMARTIN

UNDER CONTRACT

85 River Oaks Lane
Cropwell
4 BR, 5 BA

$999,000

UNDER CONTRACT

29 Cooley Lane
Talladega

3 BR, 2 BA

$199,000
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WeHandle Property
Management & Rentals!

Visit us at our new
location at

2401 12th Ave. N.,
Pell City!

125 Blue Eye Rd W #19,
Lincoln
Lot/Land

$25,000

551 Liberty Shores Dr,
Vincent
20 Acres

$243,500

LAY LAKE

5105 Ranch Marina Rd.,
Pell City
3 BR, 2 BA

$285,000

30 Pinewell Dr,
Cropwell

5 BR, 3.5 BA
$875,000

LOGANMARTIN

140 Oak Leaf Ct.,
Pell City

4 BR, 2.5 BA

$295,000

270 Clearwater Point Rd., Cropwell $598,900
4 BR, 2 BA

250 Schall Drive
Ragland
3 BR, 2 BA

$269,000

545 Depot Street
Riverside

3 BR, 2 BA

$225,900

NEW CONSTRUCTION

15 ACRES

AL Hwy 21 Acreage

$160,000

7th Avenue N,
Pell City
Land/Lot

$149,900

44164 Hwy 78,
Lincoln
3BR, 2BA

$389,900

3 ACRES

LOGANMARTIN

179 Lakeridge Dr,
Ashville
3BR, 2BA

$749,500

35 Waters Edge Cove,
Alpine

4BR, 3.5BA
$1,650,000

COMMERCIAL

NEELY HENRY



www.realtysouth.com

Josh
Manning

Realtor©

205.369.8315
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MLS# 21376211
36th St, Pell City

Great opportunity - 30 acres joins
industrial park on the north and
well established subdivision on

the south and east.
$300,000
MLS# 21401127

Lots 2, 3, 4 Dove Dr,
Odenville

18.98+/- Acres

$150,000

MLS# 21407071
3173 Coosa County rd 74

3 bed 2 bath
Just outside Sylacauga
$289,000

MLS# 21394911
Beaver Mountain Rd.
76.5 +/- Acres, Amazing Views

$250,000

MLS# 21397142
634 Twin Ridge Cir.

3 Bed 2 Bath
On oversized lot

$275,000

MLS# 21406230
0 Peaceful Valley Rd.
23+/- acres Approved subdivision

$315,000

MLS# 21407477
5320 Greystone Way

6 Bed 4 Bath on the 9th
hole in Greystone

$869,900

MLS# 21400963
1754 Fairview Dr.

4 Bed, 2 Bath in Moody

$229,000

NEW LISTING

MLS# 21395044
Corner of 77 & 78

Amazing commercial space
at the crossroads of Lincoln

$1,140,000

MLS# 21407601
2606 Butterwoods Dr.
5 Bed 3 Bath in unincorporated
Shelby oak mountain schools

$400,000

Many Building
Lots Available

in the Metro Area

UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD
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Morgan Munn
Realtor

morganm@eraking.com

Mobile: 256.223.0838
Office: 256.763.1333

morganmunnrealestate.com

2319 Cogswell Avenue, Suite 101
Pell City, AL 35125
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Paula Blair

2319 Cosgwell Ave., Ste 200 | Pell City

205-812-5290
www.paulablair.com

• Residential
• Commerical
• Lots & Land
• Lake Front

205.505.1310 cell
205.397.6500 office

brittneyowen@kw.com
brittneyowen.kw.com

KELLERWILLIAMS REALTY® VESTAVIA
3595 Grandview Pkwy, Suite 250

Birmingham, AL 35243
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Brittney Owen
Realtor®
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205.505.1310 cell

Email:
brittneyo@ERAKING.COM

ERA KING
2319 Cogswell Ave., Pell City, AL 35125

MOODY
REALTY

Paula Krafft
Life Member

Club of Excellence

Homes - Land - New Construction

“I represent buyers and sellers
throughout St. Clair County and

surrounding areas.”

Paula Krafft, Realtor

www.moodyrealtyal.com

Cell 205-365-9612
Office 205-640-7671
Fax 205-640-5420

paula@moodyrealtyal.com
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Thinking of 
selling your 

home?
Don’t make a 
move without 
a professional 

Real Estate 
Agent at
your side.

Experienced agents offer 
personalized services, market 

expertise and user-friendly online 
search tools to help you home in 

on the perfect property.
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2319 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City 35125
205.567.9977

TracyS@eraking.com

TRACY
SARGENT

REALTOR
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BRITTON FALKNER 

000334092R1

2319 Cogswell Ave. | Pell City, AL 35125

Visit me online at PellCityRealtor.comPellCityRealtor.com
REAL ESTA

Your Friendly Lake &
Neighborhood Realtor

00003126660r11

205.368.9772

Caran Wilbanks

PPaull GGolldden
Realtor ®

205-369-3270

2806 Dr. John Haynes Dr., Pell City, AL, 35125 00
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67
1r
1

bonnievsellshomes@gmail.com
Cell: (205) 613-2229

Bonnie Voss
Associate Broker,
CRS, ABR, CSP

14203 Hwy 411, Odenville
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Phone: 205-229-8071

Britton Falkner
Owner/Broker

brittonfalkner@gmail.com | www.thefalknerfirm.com
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When you
need a
Realtor
that cares,
call Dawn.

205-747-5218

315143r1
000315143r1

DawnDawn
WilliamsWilliams

CREN, ABR®,CREN, ABR®,
MRP, Realtor®MRP, Realtor®
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30 Comer Avenue, Pell City AL 35125 | Sharon@SharonThomas.net

BrokerBroker

205-365-8875205-365-8875

Local • Professional • Trusted • Successful

If You’re Tired of Managing
Your Rental, then Call Us!
We can handle the daily tasks of
property management for you.
www.HomeTown.Rentals

Hunting for your new home?
Let us help you find it

Sharon ThomasSharon Thomas

XN
SP
53
0
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FBAL.bank |

NMLS#411938 | Credit Approval Required

Buying a home is one of life’s biggest milestones, and whether it’s your very first place or the home

you’ve always dreamed of, we’re here to help make it happen. At First Bank of Alabama, our

local experts guide you every step of the way with competitive rates, personalized service, and a

commitment to making your dream a reality. Start your journey home with First Bank of Alabama—

because every great story begins with a first.

FROM YOUR FIRST HOME
TO YOUR DREAM HOME.
Start with First Bank of Alabama.
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Buying a home is one of life’s biggest milestones, and whether it’s your very first place or the home

you’ve always dreamed of, we’re here to help make it happen. At First Bank of Alabama, our

local experts guide you every step of the way with competitive rates, personalized service, and a

commitment to making your dream a reality. Start your journey home with First Bank of Alabama—

because every great story begins with a first.

FROM YOUR FIRST HOME
TO YOUR DREAM HOME.
Start with First Bank of Alabama.


