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ALABAMA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

By JIMMY CREED
Daily Home Correspondent

After careful consideration, the Alabama
School for the Deaf Silent Warriors will play
eight-man football in Paul Kulick’s 15th
season as head coach.

Itisn’t that ASD’s numbers are down this
season. In fact, with 21 players on the roster,
including nine seniors, the Silent Warriors
have one of their deepest, most experienced
squads in years. But with many other deaf
schools across the country going to the slight
variation of the game, Kulick felt it was best
that his school do the same.

“They are all eight-man except for
Indiana, which was the only other team in
America among the deaf schools that was
still playing 11-man,” Kulick said. “Most are
playing eight-man and some are playing
six-man. Some deaf schools just wanted to
do 6-man, and I really didn’t want to do that.
I was trying to keep it at eight-man and look-
ing for teams to compete with us.”

Whatever the level, Kulick is excited about
the squad he has returning.

The Warriors will look to improve on last
season’s 4-4 mark with one of the largest
groups of upperclassmen Kulick has ever
had.

“These seniors are a wonderful group to
work with,” Kulick said. “They are going to
push each other I think, and that way I'll
focus on the younger players and work with
them more. We've got a lot of older play-
ers, and when we match them up with our
younger players, I think we are going to have
a great year””

That talented group of seniors includes
quarterback/cornerback Denijah Swain,
running back/linebacker Joshua Kelley,
tight end/defensive end Stacy Phillips, and
guard/linebacker Juan Vasquez.

Some of the underclassmen that Kulick is
particularly excited about include sopho-
mores Dominick Jefferson and Peter-Joseph
Brownlee and juniors Austin Brown and Kris
Williams. Jefferson is a running back/line-
backer, Brownlee is a tight end/linebacker,
Brown is a center/nose guard and Williams
is a wide receiver/cornerback who may also
take some snaps at quarterback.

With good numbers and the move to
eight-man, Kulick believes he may have the
luxury of not having to play as many players
both ways this season.

“For our team, it is going to be more like
eight on offense, and they’ll come off, and
we’ll have eight come out on defense just
like bigger schools would do,” Kulick said. “I

am feeling good about our players not hav-
ing to play both ways so much.”

The Silent Warriors are also excited about
anew addition to their schedule for the 2022
season. For the first time ever, ASD will play
the Oklahoma School for the Deaf, traveling
to meet the Bison on their Sulphur, Okla.,
campus Sept. 10.

“I think it will be a good experience for
our boys,” Kulick said. “We are planning to
take a tour of Oklahoma City. They are really
excited for all the trips we'll be able to take
this season.”

Those include trips to play the Mississippi
School for the Deaf, the Tennessee School
for the Deaf and, of course, ASD’s biggest
rival, the Florida School for the Deaf.

After having their 2020 season canceled
entirely after four games and losing three
games to Covid in 2021, the Silent Warriors
hope to have a complete season in more
ways than one in 2022 — at whatever level
they are playing.

“When I came to ASD, it was my first time
seeing eight-on-eight football, and it was
really surprising to see,” Williams said. “But
once I started watching and learning it, I
understood it quickly. I feel like it is best for
all our younger players to learn and for us to
have a great season.”
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Schedule

Aug. 25......... vs Tennessee School for the Deaf
Sept. T at Mississippi School for the Deaf
Sept. 10............ at Oklahoma School for the Deaf
Sept. 17 . at Tennessee School for the Deaf
Sept. 24 ... vs Louisiana School for the Deaf
Oct. 8, at Florida school for the Deaf
Oct. 13 .. vs Mississippi School for the Deaf

Oct. 28 ...vs Model Secondary School for the Deaf

Key Facts

Team:

Alabama School for the Deaf
Head coach:

Paul Kulick (15th year)

Key departure:

Addison Taylor

Key returnees:

Denijah Swain, Lakendrick Agee, Peter
Brownlee and Stacey Phillips
Base offense:

Multiple

Base defense:

Multiple

2021 in Review
Record: 4-4
Points scored: 126
Points allowed: 161

Roster

2 - Lakendrick Agee

3 - Bogdan Dailey

4 - Denijah Swain

5 - Joshua Kelley

6 - Peter - Joesph Brownlee
7 - Triallen Washington
8 - Kris Williams

11 - Kaleb Buck

12 - Edson Rojas

24 - Dominick Jefferson
34 - Moises Francisco
42 - Joshua Kirk

50 - Lemarcus Jordan
51 - Juan Vasquez

52 - Stacey Phillips

54 - Presley “Taylor” Dubose
55 - Austin Hayes

62 - Noah Merritt

70 - Austin Brown

72 - Brayden Weeks

77 - Andarius Fitten
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By JIMMY CREED
Daily Home Correspondent

After posting just the fourth 10-win season
in school history in 2021, the prospects ap-
pear bright for Coach Adam Fossett’s B.B.
Comer Tigers to continue that trend this
season.

The Tigers went 10-3 last year — their
best season since 1995 — before losing in
the Class 2A quarterfinals to eventual state
champion Clarke County 14-7. This season,
there are expectations for perhaps much
more and with good reason.

You only have to look down the Comer
roster until you find the name Kamore Harris
to understand why Fossett and the Tiger fan
base are so excited.

The 6-foot-2, 235-pound Harris earned
first-team All-State honors last season as a
sophomore running back with numbers that
most certainly haven’t gone unnoticed by
college recruiters, and is poised to do it again
this season.

Harris, the Daily Home Class 1A-3A Of-
fensive Player of the year in 2021, rushed for
1,910 yards and 26 touchdowns on 212 car-
ries and added five receptions for 62 yards
and two touchdowns. And he did it in only
12 games after sitting out one game due to
an ankle injury.

“The sky’s the limit for him,” said Fossett,
who enters his fifth season at B.B. Comer. “He
is obviously one of those guys you want to
keep healthy and at 100 percent to the best of
your ability. He’s a special individual, and I'm
looking forward to what he does this year”

Thanks to Harris’ efforts, the offense
scored 495 points last, an average of 38.1 a
game.

COMER

U

Harris will be asked to help fill the void
left by the graduation of quarterback
Devonta Carmichael, one of 13 Tigers who
were Class 1A-3A first-team All-Talladega
County selections after last season. Fos-
sett was also chosen the 1A-3A Talladega
County Coach of the Year for the third
straight year.

In junior Devin Harvey, however, Fossett
has someone with crucial big-game experi-
ence to step in under center and help out
Harris with the offensive load.

With the Tigers leading Isabella by two
with 2:35 to play in their second-round
playoff matchup last November, Carmichael
went down with an injury and Harvey came
in the game. He broke off a 27-yard run on
first down, then later capped the drive by
rushing three straight times for 24 yards and
the clinching touchdown.

“I'told one of the other coaches after-
wards that that moment is what can pos-
sibly make him the man down the road,”
Fossett said. “It was very impressive how he
came in and sealed the win for us. Devin'’s
got some big shoes to fill, and he has really
grown up and matured into a great athlete
for us”

Another key returnee is offensive lineman
Zack Carpenter, who was another first-team
All-County selection last season. Carpenter
and fellow senior Brandon Blakenship, aka
“Mr. B.B. Comer,” are two of the big guys
up front that Comer will count on heavily
to pave the way for Harris and the running
game this season.

“Both of them are very proud to be
Comer Tigers,” Fossett said. “Brandon prob-
ably wears more Comer stuff than I do, and
Iwear Comer stuff all the time.

“They started off as young bucks with me,
and now they are seniors. They are hard
workers, and they are dedicated to this
team. If something needs to be done, I go
to these guys and say ‘hey, this needs to be
done, and they get it done.”

On defense, Harris will also be counted on
to be a leader from his linebacker spot.

It is a great feeling of satisfaction for Fos-
sett to see the success his Tigers have had
the last two seasons considering where the
program was when he took over in 2018.

At that time, the Tigers were coming off 16
straight losing seasons in which they had
gone 35-127 and had just 13 players on the
roster. Now they have gone 19-5 over the past
two seasons and have their sights set on even
more Success.

“To say we are 19-5 the last two seasons,
that’s impressive,” Fossett said. “After I had
time to get over the quarterfinal loss and look
back at our whole body of work last season, I
was really pleased with that body of work.”

That work included a 34-25 second-round
win over Isabella which, thanks to the most
recent Alabama High School Athletic As-
sociation realignment, moves into Class 2A,
Region 4 with B.B. Comer this season. Other
region newcomers include Thorsby, Wood-
land and Central Coosa.

The Tigers will also play Dadeville,
Childersburg and Saks as non-region op-
ponents so the schedule is challenging this
season, Fossett said.

Fossett said: “No doubt we’ll only go as far
as our leadership takes us this season.”

B.B. Comer previously went 11-2 in 1988,
12-1in 1990 and 14-1 in 1995 when they lost
6-0 at Cordova in the Class 3A state champi-
onship game.
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Team: B.B. Comer

Head coach: Adam Fossett
(fourth year)

Key departures: Devonta Car-
michael, John Murphy, Korey
Anderson

Key returnees: Brandon Blan-
kenship, Zack Carpenter, Ka-
more Harris, Devin Harvey
Base offense: Multiple

Base defense: Multiple

2021 in Review
Record: 10-3

Points scored: 495
Points allowed: 238

AUG. T e at Dadeville
AUG. 26 i vs. Childersburg
SEPE. 2, at Woodland
SEE. D OPEN
SEPL. TO o at Vincent
----- SEPL. 23 i@ SAKS
SEPL. B0 e vs. Isabella
OC. 7 e at Thorsby
OCt. M e vs. Central Coosa

OCE. 2T e, at Fayetteville
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2 - Chris Garrett

3 - Devin Harvey

4 - James Carmicheal
6 - Adam Odum

8 - Raelon Sims

9 - Richard Weed

11 - Michael Kirksey
12 - Malik Porch

13 - Cam Holmes

14 - Jai Gaddis

15 - Jesse Graham

16 - Gavin Vick

17 - Datreon Wells

18 - Camron Gaddis
19 - Noah Wimmer
20 - Trent Miers

21 - D’'Marcus Riggins
23 - Kamore Harris
24 - Ethan Lee

25 - Colton Newsome
27 - |saac Lee

32 - Tristan Garrett
33 - Jakari Brown

51 - Chris Wilson

53 - Keyshawn Russell
54 - Seth Barnett

55 - Ethan Price

56 - Brandon Blankenship

57 - Caiden Brown

65 - Zachariah Carpenter

70 - Seth Pettit

72 - Alex Cunningham
74 - Judson Murray
75 - Angel Ruiz

76 - Eli Thrasher

77 - Ean Denty

PORTER & PORTER
(OMPANY

ESTABLISHED IN 1950
START PACKING WHEN YOU LIST WITH PORTER!

Joe Porter Dayna Layfield

Quality Broker  Realtor/Sales Associate
256-223-0757 256-493-5023

209No:rth St:\W | TaIIadegé
256-362-4194 | 256-362-2316

www.porter and portercompany.com
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By CHRIS NORWOOD
cnorwood@dailyhome.com

Childersburg head coach Johnny Johnson
is hoping to make his third season coaching
at his alma mater the best one yet.

“We’re making progress, and we're looking
forward to seeing more wins this year and
making it to the playoffs,” he said. “We’ve
been working hard.”

Johnson also has plenty of seasoned play-
ers taking the field this year.

“It’s a big group of returning players,” he
said. “I've got 11 seniors this year, and my
quarterback (Chris Swain) and running
backs are juniors. We had some great sum-
mer workouts, and I'm really proud of the
way they’ve been practicing now. The sum-
mer is always big, and they’ve been hitting
the weight room and working where it really
counts.

There was some concern about Swain’s
inexperience last season, but no more.

Johnson and his coaching staff also have
more experience, and that, in combination
with the number of returning veteran play-
ers, can make a big difference.

“We all know more than we did last time,”
he said. “We’re more mature going into this
season, and we're really excited about it.”

The Tigers posted four victories last year.
Johnson’s overall record in Childersburg is
7-13 going into this season.

They have not made the playoffs during
Johnson'’s tenure, although they came close
last year, finishing in fifth place in Class 3A
Region 4. Their record in that region was 3-4
last season.

The Tigers last postseason appearance was
in 2017.

Johnson said he also sees a whole lot of
promise in some of his younger players,
particularly in center Camden Estell.

The freshman and sophomore players
will be making some adjustments coming
up. “They’ll have to get used to Friday night

lights, and the faster game. But when they
hear their name called, I know they are going
to be ready to come in and be successful on
the field”

He said he has also seen steady improve-
ments in his special teams over the summer
and coming into the beginning of the season.

The other key component to a successful
season will be community support, which
Johnson says he knows he can count on.

“We really want to see the whole com-
munity come out for us this season,” he
said. “We want to hear everyone saying, ‘Go
Tigers.”

The Childersburg community has already
come out to donate bottled water and Gato-
rade and PowerAde to the team, according
to the Childersburg High School Facebook
page. This year’s squad made their public
debut at TigerFest on Aug. 5.

Childersburg will kick off the season Aug.
19, taking on the Munford Lions at home in
John Cox Stadium.
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Roster

2 - Terrance Robinson
3 - Sharod Robertson
4 - Xavier Duncan

5 - Kelvin Duncan

6 - Philip Tilley

7 - Lane Dennis

8 - Chris Swain

9 - Seth Garrett

10 - Elijah Swain

11 - Caleb Brasher

12 - Devin Williams

16 - Zach Cleveland

18 - Omario McClain

19 - RJ Swain

20 - Trent Twymon

21 - Dimitrius McCormick
22 - Devonte Fairman
23 - Kordes Swain

24 - Ethan Mckinney
25 - Daniel Warlick

26 - Cameron Smith

28 - Elijah Murphy

30 - Micah Reed

32 - Michael Wells

34 - Dontavius Fairman
35 - Tammarron Hartley
45 - Caden Chambliss
48 - L a’'Shon Estell

50 - Adam Mizzell

51 - Robert Barnett

52 - Braden Thornton
53 - Laquayvius Stone
54 - Camden Estelle
55 - Austin Luker

56 - Michael Keith-Watkin
60 - Justin Hill

62 - Dontavion Keith
63 - Jamario Hardy

65 - Jeweleon Washington
66 - Olvin Castillo

67 - Hezekiah Parker
70 - Jack Sanders

71 - Conner Barnett

76 - Tyler Bryant

77 - Carter Weldon

78 - Justice Washington
79 - Javis Stone

81 - Luke Duffee

Sedric Turner

Ka’maree Swain

15 - Parker Dennis
Darren Shepard

Key Facts

Team: Childersburg
Head coach: Johnny Johnson (third year)

Key departures: Skyler Rice, Layne Darden,
Will Darden, Caleb Swain, Andarius Woody and

Jordan Sanders

Key returnees: Chris Swain, Camden Estell
Base offense: Multiple

Base defense: Multiple

2021 in Review
Record: 4-6

Points scored: 223
Points allowed: 282

BOOTHE APPLIANCE

Your FULL SERVICE Dealer
Est.1968

256-249-8862

401 W. Fourth St. — Sylacauga AL 35150
Email: bootheappliance@bellsouth.net

APPLIANCE « SERVICE « PARTS
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Get off the bench and
back in the game.

Football on Friday nights is a way of life in Alabama. If you're a
player, cheerleader, band member, trainer or passionate fan of
your team, we're here to cheer you on and let you know that the
team at Precision Sports Medicine and Orthopedics is available in
case you need care.

Robert Dean
Lolley, MD

The services we offer and conditions we treat include:

Acute or}c.zl cbronic Musculoskeletal injuries Precision Sports Medicine &
tendon injuries Nonsuraical orthopedi .
‘ N gical orthopedic care Orthopedics - Talladega

Arthritic care Regenerative medicine 803 North St. E

" Arthroscopic surgery Sciatica (numbness or pain Talladega, AL 35160
Broken bones or stress in or around lower back, hip
fractures or knee)
Concussion management Shin splints, plantar fasciitis

Joint replacement surgeries and iliotibial (IT) band pain

Sports injuries, trauma and

Knee problems Ll
sideline care

Muscle, tendon and
joint pain

Call 205-380-9761 to book an

appointment today.

.. SCAN ME
PrecisionSportsOrtho.com
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By JOE MEDLEY
Jjmedley@annistonstar.com

Vince DiLorenzo has been a second-
year head coach at Coosa Valley Acade-
my, and that worked out for an AISA state
championship.

Now a second-time, second-year head
coach at Coosa Valley Academy, DiLoren-
zo enters 2022 with a simple theme for
the Rebels ... “A year later”

Coosa Valley went 3-8 in 2021, which
marked DiLorenzo’s return after 10
seasons coaching in Georgia. The Rebels
went 3-2 in region and made the playoffs.

Coosa Valley fans no doubt hoped for
better when the school brought back the
coach who spent five years there in his
previous stay, including three as an assis-
tant, and led the Rebels to the 2010 state

title in his second season as a head coach.

Then again, Coosa Valley fans stayed
busy keeping up with who was playing
and who wasn’t week to week in 2021.

Running back/linebacker Justin Tate
was lost to a season-ending injury in the
second game.

“He was primed to have a great season,
and we lost him two weeks into the sea-
son,” DiLorenzo said..

Other injuries and COVID-19 took their
toll, as well.

“It seemed every week we had three or
four starters out,” DiLorenzo said.

That'’s tough for a small school that bat-
tles perennial powers Lowndes Academy
and Crenshaw Christian, to say nothing
of Abbeville Christian and Cornerstone
Christian in region play.

Avyear later, Coosa Valley returns seven
starters, and there are intriguing new-
comers.

Junior quarterback Blake Warnick
moved in from Chelsea, and junior run-
ning back/defensive back Dustin Prickett
comes on line after moving in too late to
play and spending 2021 as a manager.

Junior lineman Grant Loes moved in

from California and two brothers moved
in from Arizona: junior lineman Kaeden
Smalls and freshman wide receiver/de-
fensive back Braylon Smalls.

Junior offensive lineman/linebacker
Zack Swalley hails from Washington.

A couple of move-ins might spark deja
vu for Rebel rowdies. A similar scenario
was set up for the 2010 state-title team.

“We were lucky because we had some
kids that wanted to come that year,”
DiLorenzo said.

That 2010 team also had at least 30
players, including all-state defensive back
John Bullen and linebacker Ryan Baston.

Both graduated, and DiLorenzo, the
former long-time Gadsden High head
coach and first head coach in Spain Park
history, went to work in Georgia. What
followed for Coosa Valley was a long dry
spell with nine losing seasons in 10 years
before DiLorenzo’s return.

That includes four winless seasons.
The 2019 dipped to eight-man Christian
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Schedule

AUG. 26 i, vs. Cornerstone
SEPL. 2 at Lowndes
Sept. 9 at Lakeside
SePt. 16 e, vs. Pickens
SEPL. 23 e at Banks
Sept. 30 ... at Evangel (Montgomery)
OCE 7 e, vs. Crenshaw
OCL. 24 o, vs. Abbeville
OCL 2T oo vs. Southern
OCt. 28 e, at Sparta
Key Facts

Team: Coosa Valley Academy

Head coach: Vince DiLorenzo (fourth
year/two stints)

Key departures: Canaan Johnson (QB),
Hunter Hill (LB), Weston Dooley (DB).
Key returnees: Levi Ponder (Sr. OL/

DL), Carter Gunnells (Sr. OL/DL), Austin
Griffith (Sr. DB/WR), Lukas Bynum (Sr.
RB/LB), Jacob McGaha (Sr. RB/LB), Na-
coa Santiago (Sr. TE/LB), Justin Tarwater
(Sr. WR/DB), Jamie Pack (Jr. K/WR/DB),
Jacob Sims (Jr. OL/DL), Brody Daven-
port (Jr. OL/DL).

Additions: Blake Warnick (Jr. QB), Dustin
Prickett (Jr. RB/DB), Grant Loes (Jr. OL/
DL), Kaeden Smalls (Jr. OL/DL), Braylon
Smalls (Fr. WR/DB), Zack Swalley (Jr.
OL/LB).

Base offense: Multiple.

Base defense: 4-3.

2021 in Review
Record: 3-8

Points scored: 156
Points allowed: 239

school ball and went 0-6.

The school went through a span where the number of boys
enrolled in school dipped, DiLorenzo said. Those numbers are
rebounding, with 22 on the 2022 roster.

Five key players graduated from 2021, but what returns is
in its second year under a coach who has a history of showing
improvement in his second year. Gadsden went from 8-3 in
1984 to 10-3 in 1985. Then-fledgling Spain Park went from 3-7
in 2002 to 7-4 in 2003.

Then came DiLorenzo’s 2009-10 stint as Coosa Valley’s head
coach. The Rebels went from 8-4 to 11-2 with a state title.

He knows a thing or two about year twos.

Helping him is second-year defensive coordinator Reece
Donahoo, a key player on Coosa Valley’s 2010 state-title team
who also knows a thing or two about DiLorenzo’s year-two
voodoo.

As 2021 showed, COVID and injuries can decimate a small-
school team. Most key players start on offense, defense and
special teams.

If Coosa Valley can have better luck keeping its best on the
field in 2022, DiLorenzo has a chance to work his second-year
magic.

“How are we a year later?” he said. “Are we better coached?
Are we in better shape? Are the players fundamentally sound?

“Have we made improvements since the first year of what I
consider to be the most important areas that determine suc-
cess, or not.”

RANSFER

Safe, Dependable

Superior Service & Competitive

Since 1971

Our Mission: B-H Transfer Co.s mission is to provide safe, compliant, reliable,
and competitive motor carrier transportation service.

B-H Transfer Co. handles:

«Rail-to-Truck transload facilities

«Import/Export movement of ocean-going containers

-Domestic shipments of slurry, dry bulk, and packaged industrial
minerals, as well as chemicals and supplies used in their production
«Container Management Services

EQUIPMENT: Modern Fleet
TANKS: Liquid - Pneumatic

Vans - Yard Jockeys - Belt Conveyors

705 Gene Stewart Blvd., Sylacauga, AL 35150
256.245.3166 « 800.335.9947

www.b-htransfer.com
Corporate Office: Sandersville, GA 31082 | 800.342.6462
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5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU:

TALLADEGA ¢ 320 W. BATTLE ST. SYLACAUGA » 1244 TALLADEGA HIGHWAY ~ SYLACAUGA * 1351 WEST FORT WILLIAMS ST.
OFFICE 256-362-7949, DELI 362-7956 OFFICE 256-249-4836 OFFICE 256-249-8989
HOURS: MON.-SAT.,, 6 AM.-10 PM.; SUN.7AM-9PM.  HOURS: MON.-SAT, 6 AM.-10 PM.; SUN. 7 AM.-9 PM. HOURS: MON.-SAT,, 6 AM.-10 PM.; SUN. 7 AM.-9 PM.

CHILDERSBURG * 1068 1ST STREET N.W. LINCOLN ¢ 125 BEAR PARKWAY

OFFICE 256-378-5795 OFFICE 205-763-7112
HOURS: MON.-SAT., 6 AM.-10 PM.; SUN. 7 AM.-9 PM. HOURS: MON.-THURS., 6 AM.- 9 PM.; SUN. 7AM.-9 PM.
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We accept Visa, Mastercard & Discover ¢ Money Orders Available ¢ Food Stamps & WIC Accepted




Roster

2 - Jamie Pack

4 - Dustin Prickett

8 - Cody Morgan

10 - Blake Warnick
20 - Lukas Bynum

22 - Justin Tarwater
23 - Broxton Lightner
24 - Braylon Smalls
26 - Austin Griffith
45 - Jacob McGaha
60 - Jacob Sims

62 - Carter Gunnells
64 - Levi Ponder

65 - Coleman Lantrip
66 - Grant Leos

67 - Kaeden Smalls
68 - Brody Davenport
70 - Logan Vincent
75 - Zeke Dailey

77 - Zack Swalley

78 - Brandson Brooks
82 - Nacoa Santiago

Good Luck Area Football Teams!

Albia Steers

STATE FARM® INSURANCE AGENT

1010 N Broadway Avenue
Sylacauga, AL 35150-2162

256-245-6061
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Helping manage risk, recovery
and realizing your dreams.

Pediatrics

115 West Clay Street
Sylacauga, AL 35150

Sacauga

(256) 245-3267 www.sylacaugapediatrics.com (205) 678-0861

Rekha Chadalawda MD, FAAP
David Hardy, MD FAAP
Darlene Mathis CRNP
Leslie Brewer CRNP
Emily Johnson CRNP
Brittany McCullough, CRNP

Summit

“We Treat ’ .
everychid - Pediatrics
As Our Own” 134 Foothills Parkway

Chelsea, AL 35043




Nemak

Innovative Lightweighting

Good Luck All

Proud to be part of the Sylacauga community
since 1999.

The leading global supplier of innovative
lightweighting solutions for the global automotive
industry.

2170 Old Sylacauga Hwy, Sylacauga, Alabama 35150
www.nemak.com gpem
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By PRESTON ODAM
Daily Home Correspondent

Fayetteville coach John Limbaugh is enter-
ing his 11th season leading his football pro-
gram, and he’s looking forward with excite-
ment to what the 2022 season has to offer.

The Wolves went 3-7 last year and are
looking for their first state playoff berth since
2019. So, Limbaugh'’s goals for this season are
simple:

“Win football games,” he said. “I know
that might sound cliché, but we do want to
win one game at a time. The goal of course is
the playoffs. A lot of people say, ‘Well you're
fighting for that third and fourth seed’ I'm not
giving up anything.

“I'm not sacrificing the one or two seeds be-
cause we don’t think we can get there. I think
these guys are capable of a lot. Lots of people
say, ‘You're small and you're young, and that’s
true, but that gives opportunities elsewhere
on the field for other people to shine.

“We just have to tackle well and control
the football. If we control the tempo of the

game, you can see the Wolves win some ball
games. This year’s team can definitely make

the playoffs. We just have to take it one game
atatime”

Fayetteville posted a 2-5 record in Class 2A,
Region 4 last season. Limbaugh expects to
improve upon last year after what he has said
to be a “really good summer.”

“We've worked hard,” Limbaugh said. “Our
kids are into it; they're focused, which gives
me a lot of energy to see that out of them. This
summer we did a lot of good in the weight
room. We did a lot of 7-on-7s and did quite
well at them.

“We actually threw the ball really well,
threw the ball crisp, and that was nice to see.

I really wasn’t expecting it. We have guys that
stepped right into the role. I have a couple
guys playing quarterback — actually about
three or four. Cadence Barrett has been doing
anice job. I have Zeke Deloach also. With
both of them, we're probably going to look at a
two quarterback system.

“We also have Landon Thomas who can run
it and we can put the other two guys some-

.ﬂ M s

where else. I have a lot of skill athletes on
offense this year”

One aspect he attributes to the successful
summer is the new weight facility the school
has built.

“We have this new wonderful, beautiful
facility that the Talladega County Board of
Education just put up for us,” he said. “We’re
really appreciative of that, and the kids are
pumped about it. They've been working hard
there”

Leaders are necessary to any success the
Wolves look to have this season as they are
a fairly young team. Limbaugh has been
impressed with the way multiple kids have
stepped up and become leaders for the team.

“Hunter Hammonds is really stepping up
as aleader,” Limbaugh said. “He’s done a
great job in the weight room and the locker
room. He’s one of our running backs. Our
quarterbacks, both Barrett and Deloach, are
stepping up. Landon Payton has done a great
job, he’s stepped up, and I appreciate the
work he’s doing. These guys are absolutely
doing a great job.”
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Childersburg or Talladega to Enroll Today!

sAcademic Transfer Courses *Technical Degree Courses
Dual Enrollment

Childersburg (256) 378-5576
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We Make Any SUBWAY

Tailgate Party
Delicious

Ask Your Sandwich Artist™ For Detalls.

Subway.com

TALLADEGA
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Team: Fayetteville

Head coach: John Limbaugh (11th year)
Key departures: Layne Darden, Will
Darden, Pacey Deloach

Key returnees: Hunter Hammonds, Land-
on Payton, Cadence Barrett, Zeke De-
loach, Landon Thomas

Base offense: Multiple

Base defense: Multiple

2021 in Review
Record: 3-7

Points scored: 223
Points allowed: 352

AUG. T e OPEN
AUG. 26 i at Verbena
SEPE. 2 e vs. Ranburne
SEPL. D at Vincent
SePL. 16 e, at Isabella
Sept. 23 e vs. Horseshoe Bend
SepPt. 29 e, vs. Thorsby
OCE. 7o, at Central Coosa
OCt. 14 e at Woodland
OCE 2T e, vs. B.B. Comer
Oct. 28 . at Holy Spirit Catholic
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Good Luck To All Area
High Schoal Foottal Teams!

Marble City
PHARMACY .
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OUR PHARMACISTS:
Jared K. Johnson, PharmD - owner
Jacob M. Johnson, PharmD - owner

Daniel Allison, PharmD

We're Mobile!

Our mobile app includes these great
features right at your fingertips:
«Refill on the go -Health news alerts
«Important information about your
medications «Touch-to-call us
Search “Marble City Pharmacy”in the
App Store or Google play.

~ GETITON £ Available on the
P Google play il @8 App Store

/4

...Caring for you, and about you.”
We Deliver!

Business Hours:
Monday through Friday 8:30am-6:00pm
Saturday 8:30am-12:30pm

facebook j; h

Closed Sunday Ewitter

264 West Fort Williams St.
in Ogletree Plaza, Sylacauga, AL

256.245.4446

www.marblecitypharmacy.com
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Set Your Goals
High and Always

Strive to Achieve
Them!

WISHING
ALL AREA
FOOTBALL TEAMS
A SAFE YEAR

2071 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Hwy.
Sylacauga AL 35151
Phone: +1 256 245 1777
Fax: +1 256 245 0606

Omya has an unwavering commitment to
quality and total customer satisfaction through
leadership in manufacturing technology,
product innovation, application expertise,
incomparable service, and an exceptional
understanding of our customers’ needs. We
pride ourselves on continuous direct customer
communications to understand their changing
needs for new product development and
logistical support.

Website: http://www.omya-na.com

Omya Inc. is pleased to have been a part of the Sylacauga and surrounding communities since 1992.
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mm The Ford Meter Box Company, Inc.

1- Jeremiah Barnett Pipe Products Division 815 Miles Parkway, Pell City, AL 35125
2 - Zeke Deloach y '
3 - Cole Hardy

4 - Brenton Cantrell EnJOy the Season'
5 - Nick Ibarra

9 - Brennon Marlin

10 - Ever Olguin

11 - Hunter Hammonds
12 - Cadence Barrett
13 - Ashton Donahoo
14 - Cameron Hammonds
17 - Jayden McDonald
18 - Landon Payton
20 - Aiden Blair

22 - Reid Wallace

26 - Hunter Roberson
33 - Grayson Fannin
34 - Atticus Jacks

35 - Coy Hightower
38 - Braden Liner

55 - Landon Thomas
56 - Jeremiah Roberson
60 - Ashton Deshazo
61 - Owen Darden

63 - Dalton Entrekin
64 - Ross Thomas

65 - Caleb Maness

66 - Donavon Crowe
72 - Chandler Maness
75 - Payton Craft

76 - Ashton Williams
85 - Jack Conoles

88 - Tsali Brooks

99 - Jacob Deloach

o

We offer more than expected
In service at less than the
expected cost!

511 Edgewood Drive
Sylacauga, Al 35150

256-245-5201
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DO'YOU HAVE A FOOT WOUND THAT NEEDS CARE?

Wound care for foot ulcers is one of the services provided by
our doctors and staff members. And It has always been a joy to
celebrate final wound closure with hundreds of our patients.We
use traditional proven methods, as well as the most up-to-date
treatments for helping you or your family members’ wounds to
heal. We focus on treatment of infection, cleaning wounds, and
providing pressure relief to promote healing.

After wound closure, we have a comprehensive plan, with periodic
visits to help prevent future occurrences.

TREATING MAJOR &
MINOR FOOT PROBLEMS
*Wound Care

*Plantar Fasciitis

*Diabetic Foot Care

*Fractures & Sprains

*Heel Pain

*Sports-Related Injuries
eIngrown Toenails

DR. ROBERT DJAMES *Corns, Calluses, Plantar Warts
RUSSELL BOWMAN Bunions s*Hammertoes

We are truly blessed to be here,
and use our gifts to help and serve area patients.
Call us. We look forward to hearing from you.

= PODIATRY ASSOCIATES, (.

9 South Western Ave., Sylacauga ¢ 256-249- 2212

%" www.podiatryassocpc.com “

No representation is made about the quality of podiatry services to be performed or the expertise of the podiatrists performing such services
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BY TAYLOR MITCHELL
tmitchell@dailyhome.com

Lincoln coach Matt Zedaker says he and
the Golden Bears are ready to take this up-
coming season one game at a time, but with
the ultimate goal of winning it all.

“We have prepared ourselves, all summer,
to play 15 games,” he said. “Now, obviously
there’s only two teams in 5A that are going
to play 15 games, and that’s the two teams
playing the state championship.’

Zedaker said that mindset is important for
the team to really hit its goals this season.

“I think the last couple years, we've gotten
to the point where we get to the end of the
seasons and we kind of took a deep breath
and go, ‘Woo we made it,” he said. “It was
hard to refocus and get geared up for the
playoffs. So now if we get to game ten and we
are fortunate enough to be in the playoffs,
we are expecting that and we're expecting
to go”

Zedaker said it’s not just about mindset
and approach it’s also about practice and
training.

“As we practice every day, as we work
out every day, as we run everyday we are

running extra because we are running extra
because we are running for, in essence, what
we call three five game seasons,” he said.
“That’s just kind of the mindset of let’s do a
little bit more this year in our preparations,
so when we get to that point we’ve built it to
be this way.”

Last year, the Golden Bears went 6-5 with
one loss being a forfeit to Sylcauaga forced
by COVID-19. The team ultimately finished
fourth in Class 5A, Region 6, but Zedaker
said the team is hungry to build on those
successes and their failures.

“Every one of those losses that we had
other than the forfeit came from the top
seven teams in 5A,” Zedaker said. “We lost to
Leeds, they were ranked four at the time. We
lost to Alexandria, they were ranked two. We
lost to Russellville in the playoffs, they were
ranked seven and then you've got the forfeit.
That'’s pretty good company right there.”

He said last season has really left the team
with a mantra focusing on staying competi-
tive throughout the game.

“Other than the Leeds game, we didn’t
like the way we got beat.” the coach said.

Zedaker said Alexandria and Center Point
hit the Golden Bears with an early lead last

year, something the team doesn’t want to see
happen again.

“We want a chance to have an opportunity
to win the game in the fourth quarter,” he
said. “If we get beat late, we get beat late.
Someone made more plays than us, but we
don’t want to have any more blowout losses.”

Lincoln will go into this season with that
same tough schedule as last year with just a
few shakeups.

“Region is what it is. You still got Leeds,
you still got St. Clair County, you still got
Alexandria, you still got Moody,” the coach
said

He said the shakeup comes as the Golden
Bears will face off against Southside and
Springville in region games this year, after
both dropped down from 6A to 5A.

“If you look at it top to bottom, especially
in our region, I think it’s the toughest in 5A,”
he said.

As far as non-region games, the coach said
Lincoln has added Talladega as a season
opener, along with Ashville.

He said when it comes to the whole
schedule though, the team is taking each
week at a time and not missing out on pre-
paring for one team by looking at one further



down the line.

“With the schedule we've got, if you
look ahead, you're going to get beat,” the
coach said. “So we take them one at a time
and we've got blinders on as far as looking
ahead.”

Zedaker said the team is definitely ready
for the new season even after graduating a
tremendous senior lineup last year and a few
preseason injuries.

“We really like our backfield,” he said. “We
got a couple of running backs back that ran
this year. Unfortunately one of our better
running backs, our number one running
back, already tore his ACL in preseason

QN

camp, so that’s just another opportunity for
someone else to step in and be that guy.”

Zedaker said the quarterback spot
remains a race between Bryton Usrey and
Monty Weed, who have both been in the
running since the spring. He said the call on
who the starter will be will likely go up until
the season starts as both are excellent picks
for the job.

“There’s all kinds of scenarios where we
could play both of them and they both play
defense as well.” the coach said. “I think
both of them fit our offensive scheme to a

Zedaker said the two young athletes really

10 GO
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support each other and have the support of
the team, so the team will be in great hands
either way.

He said on defense the Golden Bears are
in more solid shape, with fewer questions
left to answer. Zedaker said the team had
eight starters back on the defensive line.

“We feel like our defense is a lot farther
ahead than offense right now and it should
be when you start the season,” he said.

Zedaker said that no matter what, fans
can expect the Golden Bears to show a lot of
class and character on the field this year and
to play some hard nosed football until the
last second on the clock.
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GO BEARS!

We meet Mondays at
6:30 in the Fieldhouse £

MIKE TURNER’S

CALHOUN
CAMPER SALES

Your RVee Headquarters
Complete Parts & Service

1814 Hwy. 78 E.
Oxford, AL
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MIDWAY

AUTO PARTS

Highway 78, Lincoln
205-763- 7756

Full line of auto
parts, automotive
paint & supplie

GOOD LUCK
LINCOLN
GOLDEN BEARS!




1- Gavin Hobbs

2 - Camare Hampton
3 - Andrew Baker

4 - Landon Waller

5 - Jaylon George

6 - Jaden Ramsey

7 - Brandon Estelle
8 - Josh Spratling

9 - Malachi McClellan
10 - Jalen Turner

11 - Kaleb Oneal

12 - Monty Weed

13 - Gabriel Truss

14 - Mason Hines

15 - Alex Trest

16 - Bryton Usrey

17 - Mason Hill

18 - Bland Tucker

19 - KD Stockdale
20 - Nick Hampton
21 - Caleb Bluhm

22 - Zach Linn

23 - Tyler Creel

24 - Jamari Dye

25 - Seth Walker

26 - Caden Newell
27 - Jermichael Aaron
28 - Reed Hemphill
29 - Trip Ward

30 - Talan Humphrey
31 - Ashton Morrison
32 - Quay Elston

33 - Tyshawn Beck
34 - |saac McDonald
35 - Hunter Dulaney
36 - Rhett Walters
37 - Leland Hazel

38 - Aaron Truss

39 - Patrick Hartley
40 - |ssac League

48 - Noah Thomas
49 - Fabian Kerse
50 - Braxton Harmon
51 - Austin Cook

52 - Michael Parker
53 - Devin Clegg

55 - Noah Shedrone
56 - Brayden Davis
57 - Rodrecko Curry
58 - Khalill Smith

60 - Donald Dunnaway
62 - Braden Tant

63 - Dru Isbell

64 - Lynn Wilkins

66 - Andrew Moses
67 - Sean Jones

68 - Patrick Tyson

69 - Kam Collins

70 - Jacob Obarr

72 - Logic Swann

Wil GOODLUCKTOALL
"  QURTEAMS -

Come join us in our dining room!

Curbside pickup available.

000277759R1

MEXICANESRESTAURANT

*d>
215 N Broadway Ave. » Sylacauga Al 35150
256-249-3360




TAKE SOME ADVICE FROM A BISON

STAND YOUR GROUND
HAVE A TOUGH HIDE
UTILIZE WIDE OPEN SPACES
HAVE A STRONG SPIRIT
STAMPEDE THROUGH OBSTACLES

( SOUTHERN UNION www.suscc.edu

w STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON!




Head coach: Matt Zedaker (sixth year)
Key departures: Jack Poarch, Zach
Wren

Key returners: Brandon Estelle, Bryton
Usrey, Monty Weed

Base offense: Multiple

Base defense: Multiple

2021 in review
Record: 6-5

Points scored: 150
Points allowed: 166

AUG. T e vs. Talladega
AUG. 20 i at Ashville
SEPL. 2 at Southside-Gadsden
SEPE. O vs. Alexandria
SEPL. 1O o vs. Moody
S, 28 e OPEN
SEPE. 29 at Munford
OCE. 7 e, at Springyville
OCE T4 vs. St. Clair County
OCT 2T e at Leeds
OCt. 28 e vs. Beauregard

We support -~ ]

=

S all area football .-

ASIAN

RESTAURANT
4852 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City 35125

00Dz
S RINKS

Sushi, Hibachi, Asian Wok, Full Bar
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

teams! ji
.

CLOSED MONDAY
Tues-Thurs 11am - 9 pm,
Fri - Sat 11 am - 10 pm, Sun 11 am - 9 pm

DINE IN, CARRY OUT OR DELIVERY!

205-338-1774205-338-7775

Order online at oishiasianrestaurant.com
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A TEAM APPROACH
TO HEALTHCARE

COOSAVALLEY

24 Hour Emergency Services Laboratory/Pathology Services

64-Slice CT Scanner with Cardiac Imaging MRI Suite
Bariatric Services New Vision: Drug & Alcohol Detox Center

Cardiac Catheterization Lab Nuclear Medicine/Ultrasound
Cardio/Pulmonary Rehabilitation Services Ophthalmology Services
Case Management Services PET/ CT Scanning

Coosa Valley Apothecary Respiratory Care Services

3D Digital Mammography Senior Behavioral Health Center

Fitness & Wellness Center Sleep Disorders Center
Hematology/Oncology Services Surgical Services

Home Care/Hospice Services Therapy Services

Labor and Delivery Services Wound Care

_For more information on how to get connected to one
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By JIMMY CREED
Daily Home Correspondent

For Munford High School standout Syl-
vester Smith, an injury that hampered him
almost all of the 2021 season also taught him
a valuable lesson.

At the time a highly recruited defensive
back with numerous Division I college
scholarship offers already in hand, Smith was
riding high and loving life as he and the Lions
entered his junior season. Then came the first
quarter of Game 2 at Fultondale and a painful
ankle injury that bothered him the rest of the
year.

Upon reflection, Smith said he was rid-
ing too high at the time and that his injury
brought him back to Earth.

“It may sound weird, but I feel like me
getting injured was one of the best things
that could have happened to me mentally,”
Smith said. “Being a guy who had a bunch of
scholarship offers, I needed to be humbled.
When it happened, I looked at things a differ-
ent way and learned how to be a leader again
on and off the field. I feel like right now I am
physically and mentally ready to play, and I
want to get going.’

As they prepare to enter the 2022 season,
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coach Michael Easley and the rest of Smith’s
Lion teammates are certainly glad to hear
that.

The 5-foot-11, 195-pound Smith, who com-
mitted to Tennessee in late April, is expected
to be a presence this season, not just from
his safety position on defense, but all over
the field as a young pride of Lions tries to re-
bound from a 3-7 finish and a fourth straight
year out of the playoffs.

“It’s probably the most inexperienced
group I've ever coached,” said Easley, who
enters his fourth season at Munford. “But
honestly, it’s one of the hardest working
teams I've ever been a part of as well”

In all, the Lions lost 13 seniors — many
who started both ways — to graduation and
another whose family moved. And with just
seven seniors on this year’s squad, they really
are counting on lots of young players to step
up their games.

On offense, Munford will be working with
new starters at almost every skill position and
at four of five spots across the offensive front.

The battle to replace Connor Morgan at
quarterback is wide open, with Easley saying
that “several players” have been taking reps
at the position in preseason practice. At run-
ning back, a group that includes promising

sophomore Amari Edmondson and senior
Riley Brown will look to fill the shoes of the
departed Corbin Smith. And Brown, fellow
seniors Demetrius Norwood and Cam Strick-
land and newcomer junior Mason Brewer
make up a revamped receiving corps.

Of course, there is also Smith, who will
come at the defense from many different
angles this season.

“I'really expect to play everywhere,” said
Smith, who has started since Game 4 of his
freshman season. “I'll be getting the ball in
space and just playing everywhere. I expect
to carry a heavy load. That’s really been ex-
pected of me ever since my ninth-grade year
so I don’tlook at it any differently now.”

Along the offensive front, only junior
Manny Strickland is a returning starter, and
he will man one of the tackle positions.

On defense, the Lions face a particular
challenge as they try to improve a unit that
allowed 340 points last season. But much
of that could be attributed to an injury bug
which bit hard and forced many players to
play before they were ready, Easley said.

“Ifelt bad at times because we were putting
kids on the field that weren’t ready, but we
didn’t have a choice,” Easley said. “We had
guys out there playing not close to full speed,




but they had to go. At the end of the day;, if
you're not 100 percent it’s going to be tough,
especially against the teams we were playing.”
In addition to Smith, senior Javion White at
linebacker is the only other returning starter.
One bright spot for the Lions last year was
the emergence of place-kicker Dakota Frank,
who gave the Lions’ an extra-point option
they hadn’t had in several years. He also
contributed several made field goals, and as
a junior, should be an even more important
part of the Lions’ offensive attack in that

151 Stephen J. White
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FAMILY DENTISTRY

Memorial Blvd.
Talladega

Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm
www.facebook.com/TalladegaDentist

department.

“Last year, I might not have really taken
the gloves off with Dakota, but this year I'm
going to put him out there,” Easley said. “He’s
done it for a year so I know he can handle it
mentally whether he makes it or misses it. So
ifit’s a 40-yarder to win the game on the last
play and the conditions are right, then yes, I
am going to let him kick it

The Lions are hoping to break a four-year
playoft drought, dating back to a first-round
loss after the 2017 season. It will be a chal-
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HARDWARE

Serving Munford For Over 100 Years

SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR:
*Painting eLawn & Garden

*Electrical *Plumbing

Hwy. 21, Munford, Alabama

256-358-4971

T4T60762000

lenge to claim a spot in the tough Class 4A,
Region 4, that includes Handley, Anniston,
Jacksonville and now Talladega, but that is
what these young Lions are aiming for.

“That needs to be your goal every year,” Ea-
sley said. “You don’t have to win all of them,
but you've got to find a way to win enough to
get you in one of those spots because, at the
end of the day, that’s what we're going out
there for every year”

[FeP e Somelofithelbest,
S e Mexicanifoodyou
o TN ST willleverieat!
&%sa¢"" 5 ) HAVEA GREAT MEAL AND
\4'-': .j_\’ > } COOL DRINK WITH US!
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Key Facts

Team: Munford High School

Head coach: Michael Easley
(fourth year)

Key departures: Connor Morgan,
Corbin Smith, Kyler Gibson, Cade-
rio Holland

Key returnees: Sylvester Smith,
Riley Brown, Javion White, Dakota
Frank

Base offense: Multiple

Base defense: Multiple

2021 in Review
Record: 3-7

Points scored: 186
Points allowed: 340

‘_BEST BBQ IN ALABAMA

Schedule

AU 19 e at Childersburg
AUG. 26 i OPEN
SEPL. 2, vs. Anniston
SePt. O, at Talladega
Sept. 16 i vs. Cleburne County
Sept. 23 i at Cherokee County
SePt. 29 vs. Lincoln
OCE. 7 e at Jacksonville
OCt. 14 e vs. White Plains
OCt. 2T e at Handley
OCL. 28 e, vs. Ashville
WOOD AZERAISAL
. SERVICE

PROFESSIONAL

EXPERIENCED 1+ Q0
VALUATIONS

205-884-1608

1704 Cogswell Ave | Pell City, AL 35125-1647

00029413711
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Supportlng ad Building For
Our Team Our Future

The City of Childersburg

201 8th Avenue S.W., Childersburg
256-378-5521
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‘Good Luck on a
Successful Season!
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accounts and services to fit any need.
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Roster

1 - Demetrius Norwood

2 - AJ Denson

3 - Amari Edmondson

4 - Synceir Turner

5 - Alex Petty

6 - KaDarian McCoy
7 - Lathan Stephens
8 - Riley Brown

9 - Javion White

10 - Cam Strickland
11 - Sylvester Smith
12 - Mason Brewer
13 - Jaylen Williams
15 - BJ Anderson
16 - Hunter Sparks
17 - Brennan Ball

18 - Jacob King

19 - Kam Tucker

20 - Justin Nichols
21 - Easton Gill

22 - Kelby Tucker

24 - Daniel Stephens
25 - Jacob Borden
28 - Langdon Sanderson
29 - AJ Rowland

32 - Ellis Smith

33 - Dakota Frank

35 - Wade Pressley
50 - Seth Strickland
51 - Tucker Thrasher
52 - Kaydeen Mosley
54 - Troy Thrasher

55 - Koree Threat

57 - Landon Schoggins
66 - David Pettus

71 - Jackson New

72 - Tre Huddleston
73 - Devin Elder

75 - Logan Smith

76 - Manny Strickland
77 - Warren Smith

79 - Rodney Gilliland

GOOD LUCK TO ALL!
PLAY SAFE AND HAVE FUN!

FROM THE
ROBBINS FAMILY

Ben, (N elanie, and Gabe

BenRobbins

FRESH IDEAS ® BOLD LEADERSHIP ® TRUE CONSERVATIVE

FOR STATE HOUSE

Paid for by Ben Robbins for State House, P.O. Box 888 Sylacauga, AL 35150
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Picture Your Career
in the Sylacauga Areal
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sylacaugachamber.com
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By TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

PELL CITY — There’s a lot that goes into tak-
ing over a new program. For starters, there’s a
lot of new names to be learned, not to mention
the physical and mental skills which will help
determine where each player fits best.

The first name that new Pell City head coach
Steve Mask learned was Carlos Herring.

“He stood out early because of his athletic
abilities and his leadership qualities. I think he
has a chance to play at the next level,” said Mask,
who won 210 games in 25 years at Bradshaw,
Buckhorn and St. Paul’s, including four state
titles.

Herring, a senior, is slated to start at nickel on
defense, but he also will receive 10 to 12 snaps
a game at running back as he backs up starter
Markise Bedford.

Mask said Bedford used his vision and quick-
ness to earn the starting position over some of
the bigger backs on the team.

Those guys take their handoffs from a familiar
face. Caleb Groce split time at quarterback last
season with former Panther Baylor Smith, but
this year the junior will take the lead while junior
Jacob Tucker backs him up.

“He’s got a great skill set,” Mask said of Groce.
“And so you know we're trying to build some
things around him because of his leadership
ability, and he throws the ball better than I
thought he did. And I think that’s one thing I've
seen him improve from day one, that's his ability
to throw the ball”

When the Panthers do look to the air, senior

s *‘2 T v

Colin Smith has already set himself apart from
his peers. Ashton Harvell and Zack Duncan also
figure to be heavily involved in the passing game,
while junior L.J. Berry sees some time at slot.

Mask said he sees the tight end as a blocker
first, but he’s confident senior Grayson Lawrence
will make his mark in the passing game as well.

Lawrence will be protecting the quarterbacks
with help from an offensive line anchored by
center Byron Moon. Juniors Michael Snow and
Lance Sanderson have also proven themselves
to be important pieces at left tackle and right
guard, respectively.

Mask said he’s particularly proud of how those
three have handled the transition away from
more of a pass-set mode into his new offense.

“A pass-set deal is just stay between him
and the quarterback and this deal,” Mask said.
“You've actually got your hand in the dirt coming
off the ball, and it’s a little bit more power, power
engaged. It all takes power, but a little bit more
straight ahead blocking type deals.”

Caden Aldrige, Dedrick Scott, Danny Barber
and Riley Surles will compete for the remaining
two starting spots on the offensive line.

Junior Jake Blackstone will handle punting
and kicking duties for the Panthers on special
teams. On the defensive side of the ball, Mask
said he feels the depth on the defensive line will
prove to be the strength of the team.

Mask said defensive ends Hunter Otwell and
Matthew Swain have emerged as leaders for that
group.

“They’ve both got good get-off,” Mask said.
“They’ve got good size, they are 245, 250, and
they both have high motors. They go hard out all

the time.”

Mask isn’t sure who the remaining starter
will be, but he expects four other players to see
plenty of time on the defensive line, including
Jachian Dunnaville, Malik Watts, Jayden Elston
and Branden Smith.

Senior Drew Sisson will start at linebacker
and will help call the defense from the field. He,
Zander Lackey and Landen Strong are the three
linebackers slated to see significant time this
season.

Herring is joined in the secondary by Tucker
at free safety while Berry and Jaden Coleman
start at corner.

Both Groce and Colin Smith also seemed
poised to see time in the secondary this season.
“I'd rather not play anybody both ways, but

as I've evolved as I've gotten a little older, you
know, if you got a really good athlete, you don’t
really want to spend half the games over stand-
ing next to you,” Mask said.

Mask said there’s a huge challenge await-
ing the Panthers this season as they attempt to
change the culture at Pell City. While the task is
huge, Mask said his players need to keep their
focus on the little details. If they take care of that,
the wins and losses will sort themselves out.

“We want to put a product on the field that
the school and the community can be proud of,”
Mask said. “That’s the end of the story. ... A team
that plays hard and plays with great discipline
and plays with great pride. I think the best com-
pliment that a coach can ever get from another
coach is, ‘Your teams play hard.”
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HOME OF THE PANTHERS

Head coach: Steve Mask (first year) SUCCESS IS THE RESULT OF PREPARATION,
Key d t : Baylor Smith, Kentrell
B?r,de?wpar ures: baylor >m entre HARD WORK AND TEAMWORK.

Key returners: Caleb Groce, Drew Sisson

Base offense: Multiple
Base defense: Multiple

2021 in review

Record: 2-8
Points scored: 210 Good Luck

Points allowed: 293 to all area Football
Teams!
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.................................. at Clay-Chalkville
....................................... at Center Point

....................................... at Shades Valley
................................................ at Huffman
.................................... vs. Pinson Valley
......................................... vs. Springville

2 - Jacob Tucker

3 - Landen Strong

4 - Caleb Groce

5 - Carlos Herring

6 - Ethan Isbell

7 - Zack Duncan

8 - Hunter Otwell

9 - Jaden Coleman
10 - Markise Bedford
11 - Drew Sisson

12 - Ashton Harvell
13 - Luke Forman

14 - Colin Smith

16 - Thomas Bolton
17 - Joshua Kirby

18 - Logan Raines
19 - Jake Blackstone
20 - Colston McCombs
23 - Markell Jones
25 - Canyon Grisanti
26 - Caleb Bross

27 - Cayden Sawyer
28 - Abraham Cobb

29 - L.J. Berry

30 - Tashawn Green
32 - Isaiah Smith

33 - Stefan McGraw
34 - Trey Kurzejeski
35 - Zander Lackey
36 - Tristian Anderson
37 - Tipton Hernandez
39 - Billy Swain

40 - Jacob Kennedy
41 - Landon Hardy

42 - Adrian Turner

43 - Dillon Ascunce
44 - Jordan Woods
45 - Jachian Dunnaville
47 - Evan Finley

48 - Mikel Smith

49 - Nick Gann

51 - Danny Barber

54 - Elijah Malone

55 - Braden Lowe

56 - Byron Moon

57 - Sean Boyle

58 - Austin Bowman
59 - Riley Surles

62 - Joseph Bullard

64 - Matthew Swain

65 - Michael Snow
67 - Hunder Brown
68 - Andrew Allen
70 - Caleb George

73 - Lance Sanderson

75 - Caden Aldrige
76 - Dedrick Scott

78 - Connery Northcutt

79 - Hayden Whitte
80 - Elias Harris
81 - Braden Duncan

n

82 - Tyler Kurzejeski

83 - Jarrett Doran

84 - Grayson Lawrence

85 - Malik Watts
87 - Dane Hopper
88 - Ethan Everett
89 - Blake Ezell

90 - Jayden Elston
91 - Brannon Swain
92 - Branden Smith
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By TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

RAGLAND — There’s no question that
receiver Jordan Turner makes Ragland’s of-
fense go. At least, his coach isn’t shy about
touting him.

“In my opinion, (he) is probably the best
player in St. Clair County,” Ragland coach
Wes Tidwell said. “Jordan is a kid that looks
completely different than he did last year.
He was 175 last year, he is close to 200
pounds. He is running better, he is jump-
ing better. ... A 50-50 ball is not a 50-50 ball
to him. We feel like we can throw one up
to him, and if it’s one-one-one with him
it’s 80-20 us maybe more. I want to say he
caught 17 or 18 touchdowns last year”

Other receivers set to see a large
workload in the passing game this season
include Ezra Hill.

Jagger Cox and Cade Mikler will also
serve as top reserve options for receiver
and tight end, respectively.

The Purple Devils have a guy under

%We@

center tasked with getting the ball to those
guys — or perhaps it is two new guys as
sophomores Drake Kay and Antwan Byers
find themselves in a position battle at
quarterback.

Tidwell described Kay as a taller, longer
kid capable of pushing the ball down the
field.

“Antwan, on the other hand, doesn’t re-
ally have the arm strength that Drake does,
but as far as accuracy and getting you in
the right spot, he does that thing,” Tidwell
said. “He does those kinds of things, he’s a
little bit more football knowledgeable than
Drake.”

Tidwell said he’s in no hurry to force the
issue, so it’s possible, perhaps even likely,
that this battle carries over into the season.

“Your quarterback has to be a guy the
kids like,” Tidwell said. “Has to be someone
those guys will play for. ... Secondly, he has
to be a kid that grasps what we want him to
do because I let my guy make a lot of deci-
sions. ... Thirdly, in that order of impor-
tance honestly, you have to have a kid that

- s,

can physically do the things you need him
to do”

Whoever wins the starting spot will share
the backfield with A’'Ron Lee, a 150-pound
running back who proved himself as more
of a 1B option late last season instead
of a true backup. D.J. Turner, a 6-foot-2,
225-pound senior will run behind him as
the No. 2 option when he’s not playing tight
end while Brett Sisson rounds out the trio.

They will run behind an offensive line
that returns five guys that started or played
significant reps last season, including Will
Clark, Brandon Hill, Skylar Barber, Jaden
Isbell and Tacorion Soles.

Of those five, Clark has separated himself
as aleader.

“All T have to say is ,Will this can’t happen,
and he gets it fixed,” Tidwell said. “He does
it, and he does it right, and he holds kids
accountable, and he does that whether he is
in the classroom, the weight room, wherever.
You watch him in the weight room, and
there’s been days we had to drag him out.
He’s been so worn down. That’s the kid he is.”
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Cash Robinson and Kanyon
Cox are also pushing for play-
ing time on the line, so Tidwell
believes Ragland’s strength this
season might lie in the trenches
on both sides of the ball if
the Purple Devils can remain
healthy.

On fourth down, Ragland
will turn to Kay to punt if the
team is out of field goal range.

On the defensive side of the
ball, the Purple Devils’ defen-
sive line is anchored by Clark,
who Tidwell said is up to 230
pounds this season after play-
ing at 180 last year.

He will be joined by Isbell
and La'Darius Rembert who
missed last season with an
injury.

“He’s been almost impos-
sible to block for our guys this
summer so I think he’s going
to have a great year for us,”
Tidwell said of Rembert.

Junior Ethan Courtney is
back at middle linebacker after
recording 126 tackles last sea-
son. He could be even better
this year since the scale is read-
ing 220 now instead of 180.

DJ Turner will play outside

58 | PREP FOOTBALL 2022

when he’s not lining up as an
edge rusher. The rest of the
linebacker corps will include
some combination of Mickler,
Byers and perhaps others.

Turner will once again see
time at safety. Jagger seems
like a favorite to join him back
there, but it’s possible the team
moves him to cornerback. Ezra
Hill seems like the only other
surefire starter in the second-
ary with Lee and Sisson among
those battling it out for the
remaining spots.

Ragland was unable to make
it past the second round last
year, but few teams looked as
dangerous as the Purple Devils
did down the stretch. Tidwell
hopes a tough schedule can
prepare his team for a similar
run this year.

“Our non-region schedule is
very, very tough,” Tidwell said.
“I'told our kids all the time that
I think we are going to trial by
fire early, and if you don’t pull
your big boy britches on, you
will be staring 0-4 in the face.”

Key facts

Head coach: Wes Tidwell (second year)
Key departures: Owen Schall, Kentrell
Turner

Key returners: Jordan Turner, Will Clark
Base offense: Multiple

Base defense: Multiple

2021 in review
Record: 9-3

Points scored: 458
Points allowed: 265

CHILDERSBURG - VINCENT
HOUSING AUTHORITY
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1.2.3 AND 4 BEDROOM HOMES =
Accepting Applications o
250 6th Ave. SW « Childersburg * 256-378-6008




First isn’t just in our name. We really were the first bank to open our doors, help
grow the local economy and invest in our communities. We’'re proud to have
been this area’s hometown team for nearly two centuries. We have — and
always will be — FIRST on the field to support our neighbors and customers.
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Opportunities Are Usually Disqguised
as Hard Work, So Most People Don't
Recognize Them. Work Hard and
Seize Every Opportumtv'
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WE S UPPORTALL AREA TEAMS AND WISH
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Roster

53 - Will Clark

15 - Ezra Hill

50 - Jaden Isbell

2 - Mike Robertson
30 - DJ Turner

1- Jordan Turner
58 - Skylar Barber
5 - Ethan Courtney
54 - Brandon Hill
23 - Myata Horner
52 - Ladarius

12 - Brett Sisson

7 - Antwan Byers
19 - Jagger Cox

55 - Kanyon Cox

51 - Bradley Dill

56 - Kayden Ecker
73 - Colton Hill

4 - Drake Kay

57 - Brandon McCulley
70 - Cash Robinson
60 - Tacorion Soles
11 - Johnathan Thomas
14 - Austin Boutwell
3 - Brayden Collins
72 - Steven Layfield
20 - A'ron Lee

10 - Cade Mickler

8 - Byron Mizzell
22 - Hunter Nolin
21 - Dylan Reeves
59 - Luke Brewer

6 - Greyson Hay

75 - Gavin Cagle
26 - Evan Hill

Schedule
AU 1D e, at Vincent
AUG. 26 i at Southeastern
SEPE. 2 at Donoho
Sept. O, at Randolph County
SEPL. 16 i, vs. Wadley
Sept. 23 e, vs. Pleasant Valley
Sept. 30 ., at Victory Christian
OCE. 7 e, vs. Winterboro
OCE T4 e OPEN
OcCt. 2T i vs. Spring Garden
OCE. 28 e OPEN
o First House
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By PRESTON ODAM
Daily Home Sports Writer

The Sylacauga Aggies are looking to sus-
tain success under their second-year head
coach, Rob Carter.

The Aggies are coming off a 7-4 year in
2021, and Carter is excited for the new sea-
son full of opportunity for his squad.

“We had a lot of young guys that played
last year,” he said. “Our experience level is
pretty high. The fact that 'm going into my
second year, the kids are familiar with our
schemes. It has been a great senior class
with leadership. I like where we are now.
We'll see what changes we have to make
after Friday night”’

Sylacauga was 5-1 in Class 5A, Region 4
last season. The region record helped the
Aggies clinch a playoff berth in Carter’s
first year as head coach. Sylacauga finished
runner-up in the region for the first time in
almost 20 years which allowed them to host
a playoff game.

“We want to continue that success but for
a bigger goal,” Carter said. “To stay one of
the top two teams in our region is the goal.
We want to go deep in the playoffs and have
a chance to play for the (state) champion-
ship. That'’s the ultimate goal. Getting every-
body to compete at the highest level, doing
things right, that’s the short-term goal right
now. The weekly and day-to-day improve-
ment. We're getting everybody on the same

page with effort to raise our competitive
ability the best we can.”

Carter opened with B.B. Comer in a
scrimmage game. The two schools are 0.5
miles away from one another and have been
rivals for years.

“It’s been an ongoing rivalry being so
close,” Carter said. “The kids interact with
each other outside of just athletics, they
know each other. It’s big for the community.
I think me and Coach (Adam) Fossett see it
as an opportunity to improve and see what
we need before the season starts. It'll be
highly competitive. We will definitely get to
see where we need to go for the following
week in preparation for our first game.”

Sylacauga has plenty of experienced
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players returning from last year’s team. The  letic ability,” Carter said. “You have Tavares ~ whole group.

entire offensive line returns this year for Lauderdale who is pretty dynamic with the “I think offensive line wise, we've im-

the Aggies. Tavares Lauderdale is return- ball in his hands, he has really above aver- proved so much, we return 100 percent of

ing for his senior year. He is an impressive age speed for high school. The entire de- the guys who started last year. They have

playmaker who lines up at wide receiver, fensive line has really impressed me so far gotten more mature and understanding of

cornerback, and occasionally running back  with their speed and strength. They cause our scheme. As a whole, it’s a really good

for Sylacauga. problems for offensive lines in any type of senior class with great leadership and kids
“I'think it’s more evenly distributed ath- pass game, so I'm really impressed with that ~ who have been focused.”

Good luck to all area teams!
Come see us for your “BILL DEALY

| BILL STANFORD AUTOMOTIVE

BILL STANFORD

AUTOMOTIVE

Between Railroad Tracks & Jack’s | billstanfordautomotive.com

411 East St. N., Talladega

256-268-8995

11960162000

Bill Stanford, owner Cheryl Cate, manager Butch Carter, sales Mike Moses, sales Jarvis Hutchinson, sales|
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Schedule

Roster

1- Tavares “Bill” Lauderdale

2 - Quindavius Swain
3 - Jakarri Cottingham
4 - Antonne Borden
5 - Connor Twymon
6 - Jahmari Jefferies
7 - Landon Burns

8 - Caleb Storey

9 - Lataurius Fluker
10 - Jay Smith

11 - Konner Steele

12 - Gabe Harrell

13 - Amari Benson

14 - Bryce Oden

15 - Trenton Welborn
16 - Antonio Hagler
17 - Gary McKay

18 - CJ Franklin

19 - Anijae Russell

20 - Corbin Patterson

vs. Valley
at Trinity Presbyterian
vs. Leeds
at Beauregard
vs. Clay Central
at Tallassee

21 - Elijah Williams
22 - Chase Allen

23 - Julius Taylor

24 - Carmello Kelly
25 - Ethan Pruitt

26 - Jarion Dillard

27 - Jamaury Thomas
29 - Jamarian Hale
30 - Jonathan Toney
31 - Jakari Borden

32 - Kooper Steele
33 - Rance Machen
34 - Logan Fisher

35 - Colton Patterson
40 - Blaker Loggins
43 - Bryant Waters
44 - Caden Machen

50 - Nabrenikan McElrath

52 - Jase Rowell
53 - Kylan King
54 - Zi McElrath
55 - Nolan Gordon

Key facts

Head coach: Rob Carter (second
year)

Key departures: Maleek Pope, Jer-
emy Odem

Key returners: Tavares Lauderdale
Base offense: Multiple

Base defense: Multiple

2021 in review
Record: 7-4

Points scored: 315
Points allowed: 254

56 - Tucker Sims

57 - Trevan Kirksey

58 - Lane Johnson

59 - Canaan Leonard
60 - Dalton Miley

61 - Nathan Gordon
62 - Chris West

64 - Quan Beckham
66 - Allen Oden

68 - Jaylon Brown

70 - Jaden Bryant

71 - Landon Haywood
73 - Myles McCollough
76 - Keshawn Russell
77 - Jakaiven Marbury
78 - Michael Funderburg
80 - Aiden Hicks

81 - Eric O’Neal

83 - Ashton Oden

84 - Josh Storey

87 - Brooks Turner

88 - Keinse Threatt
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By JIMMY CREED
Daily Home Correspondent

For Bill Smith, taking the Talladega High
School head football coaching job was
almost like coming home.

Smith, who comes to Talladega after two
seasons at Huffman, was previously the
coach just up the road at Munford High
School from 2015-2018. In that span, his
teams were 28-18, including the Lions’ last
trip to the playoffs in 2017.

So there is a familiar feel to the area for
Smith, who becomes the Tigers’ fourth head
coach since 2013, succeeding Shannon
Felder, who went 10-22 from 2019-2021.

And, perhaps as fate would have it, the
most recent Alabama High School Athletic
Association reclassification drops Talladega
back to Class 4A, Region 4 along with Mun-
ford. Talladega will host Munford on Sept. 9,
and Smith said it will be a bittersweet game.

“I have great memories at Munford,”
Smith said. “Those seniors there were
eighth-graders when I was there. But when
the time comes, it’s a region game that we
need to win, and we're going to do our best
to win it

Munford fans will remember Smith as
well, especially his offenses, which put
up 1,372 points over the four seasons (an
average of 343 a season). Those fans will see
something pretty familiar when they see Tal-
ladega this year, Smith said.

“We have pretty much the same offense
that we did when I was at Munford,” Smith
said. “We’ve changed all the terminology
and all the signals, but it will be very similar.
Now we just hope we can score a lot of
points like we did when I was at Munford.”

Leading the way in that effort will be
junior quarterback Kenny Jackson.

“He is a dual-threat guy who has shown
leadership, and he has improved every day,”
Smith said.

The Tigers will also rely heavily on an
offensive line anchored by 6-0, 305-pound
senior Jaylon Cunningham at right guard
and 5-foot-11, 221-pound Javion Ashley at
right tackle.

“We are going to lean on our offensive
line,” Smith said. “It is one of our strengths.”

Smith believes the Tigers also have some
good wide receivers, led by 5-9, 147-pound
Chris Isbell, who will also play cornerback
on defense. Smith is also excited about the

addition of Jalen Lawson to the receiving
corps. Lawson, a member of the Tigers’
basketball team playing football for the first
time, brings a 6-5 frame and leaping ability
that could make him a serious threat as a

wideout.

Smith is also excited about sophomore
running back X'Zavier Lyles.

“He has shown tremendous leadership
and is going to be a very good running back,”
Smith said.

On defense, the Tigers will look to im-
prove drastically on a unit that allowed 424
points last season. In that respect, Smith
hopes he can also take a page from his Mun-
ford past, particularly his third season there
when the Lions allowed just 119 points in 11
games and pitched two shutouts.

“That third year we led the state most of
the year in defensive stats, and we didn’t
relinquish that lead until the 10th game of
the season,” Smith said. “That is something
I'm very proud of”

Smith is also proud of changes to the
cultures he has been able to make in his
other head-coaching stops at Huffman, Fay-
ette County, where he went 8-3 in his only
season in 2019, Shades Valley and Crossville.



He plans on making the same kind of changes
at Talladega.

“I want to make some big changes at Tal-
ladega,” Smith said. “We’re going to work on
grades, the hallways, the classroom, the be-
havior, the cleanliness of the locker room, all
these things. Dr. (Quentin) Lee is on board,
and as we go forward, there are plans for big
changes to facilities and all those kinds of
things.”

Smith’s message and his approach seems
to be ringing true with his new players.

“I think playing for him will be easy,’
Cunningham said. “When you look up to

* TAX SERVICE %
(256) 362-5571

111 Court St. N
Talladega, AL 35160
Mon-Fri 10-4

000294129r1

somebodyj, it is easy to buy into what they are
telling you. I think the team has done a great
job of that. With Coach Smith coming to show
us the way and how to do things, I think we’re
going to be OK”

While he had hoped to have a roster of
between 40 and 50 players to start the season,
the Tigers had 32 that reported to team camp.
So those are the ones Smith is getting ready to
face what he calls “the SEC West of Class 4A.

In addition to traditional favorites Handley,
always-talented Anniston and Jacksonville
with one of the area’s best quarterbacks in
Jim Ogle, the Tigers will also face Cleburne

County and White Plains in region play. And
out of region, the schedule is equally tough,
with Lincoln, Walter Wellborn, Alexandria
and Saks on board as non-region opponents.

It’s a stiff first test throughout for the Tigers
under Smith, but he believes they are up for
the challenge.

“Our starters are going to be pretty good,”
Smith said. “We’ve just got to keep them
healthy and keep it close until we get in the
fourth quarter, and hopefully, find a way to
win some games.”

BEN CONTRATTO, DMD

256-362:8511 |

151 Stephen J. White
Memorial Blvd.
Talladega

Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm
www.facebook.com/TalladegaDentist

/-/\\

CHEAHA

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Serving GontracTons, Do-11-Y0URSELFERS,
Carerers, MeeTing Anp PARTY PLANNERS
IN The TaLLaDEGA REGION

We Support
[ II[HDM)»

/l// /lred

RENT THE EQUIPMENT. KEEP THE ADVICE.®

206 S. Tinney St., Talladega | 256-362-2433




Roster

2 - Kenny Jackson - QB/FS

4 - Rlandis Jones - WR/DB

5 - Jaylyn Lawson - WR

6 - Xzavier Lyles - RB/DB

10 - Terrence Swain - DE/WR
13 - Christopher Isbell - WR/DB
15 - Je'Kerrius Singleton - RB/DB
17 - Micah Patterson - DE

18 - Kordell Curry - DB

19 - Amare White - WR/DB

20 - Xavion Whitson - DB

22 - Jayden Dates - RB

24 - Jamarion Rowe - WR/DB
25 - Jaydon Curry - LB/TE

27 - Jaylin Burt - DB

28 - Jae Morriss - DB

34 - Eddie Tucker - LB

35 - Tristan Gooden - RB/LB
36 - Courtney Gooden - WR/DB
45 - Jackson Burel - K/QB

50 - Patrick Whitson - LB/OL
51 - Trevor Dyer - LB/OL

53 - Joshua Wilson - LB

55 - Austin Coleman - OL/DL
56 - Khalin Curry - OL/DL

57 - Jesse Adams - LB/OL

58 - Javion Ashley - OL/DL

65 - Jeremy Arnold - OL

70 - Jaden Pena - OL

72 - Tyler Floyd - OL/DL

75 - Jaylon Cunningham - OL/DL
76 - Calvin Taul - DL

WHERE GOOD FOOD TASTES EVEN BE

% Pell City Panthers! |

Dine in or carry out

TTER!
e

JUMBOSPELLCITY.COM
358 OLD COAL CITY RD PELL CITY,
AL 35125



The City of Talladega applauds the

Talladega Tigers

CITY.HALL
- TALLADEGA

Pictured left to right: Ward 2 Councilwoman Vickey Hall, Ward 3
Councilman Joseph K. Power, Jr., City Manager Seddrick T. Hill, Sr.,
Mayor Timothy Ragland, Ward 1 Councilman Dr. Horace Patterson,

Ward 4 Councilwoman Betty C. Spratlin, and Ward 5
Councilman Trae Williams.

WISHING YOU A 'T:'Llfii'c??ﬁ

WINNING SEASON! iy




Key Facts

Team: Talladega High School

Head coach: Bill Smith (first year)

Key departures: Malik Williams, Quonta-
vius McKenzie, Tayshaune Phillips

Key returnees: Javion Ashley, Jaylon
Cunningham, Chris Isbell

Base offense: Multiple

Base defense: Multiple

2021 in Review
Record: 1-9

Points scored: 184
Points allowed: 424

Schedule

AU 1D e at Lincoln
AUG. 26 e, OPEN
Sept. 2, at Cleburne County
SePt. O vs. Munford
SeEPL. 16 i at Jacksonville
SePt. 23 e at Wellborn
Sept. 30, vs. White Plains
OCE. 7o, at Handley
OcCt. M, vs. Anniston
OCt. 21 oo, vs. Alexandria
OCL. 28 e vs. Saks

OFF THE FIELD ,a\\ WeSupportAIIArea

Because competition - \ ' Football Teams
isn't just about sports. _x ?_ s s
-: SHIPPING
oA T
* J.P. DAILEY FedEx and UPS Authorized s
K by o StateFarm| |Shipping Center FedEx. &:
- 2109 7th Ave. N., Suite 2, Pell City 1910 Cogswell Ave., Pell City, AL 35125 g

205-525-5525

website www.jpdaileyinsurance.com
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WHAT ARE YOU SEARCHING FOR?

A HOME LOAN PROFESSIONAL
QUICK PRE-APPROVAL*

WITH 6-HOUR UPFRONT UNDERWRITING**

FASTER TURN-AROUND

WITH MOST PROCESSING TAKING 7 DAYS**

STRESS FEE

ONE DAY CLOSING**

GREAT SERVICE

WE CARE ABOUT OUR CUSTOMERS

MOVEMENT

MORTGAGE

LOCAL, EXPERIENCED, TRUSTED

Loan Products: Conventlonall FHA | VA | USDA | Bond | Renovation

Shonnie McNeill Brian York

Loan Officer Loan Officer
NMLS # 655491 NMLS # 2141548
256-510-2935 256-592-5048 7
shonnie.mcneill@movement.com brian.york@movement.com g
@ movement.com/shonnie.mcneill movement.com/brian.york g

i e

*For qualified borrowers. | **While it is Movement Mortgage's goal to provide underwriting results within 6 hours of receiving an application, process
loans in seven days, and close in one day, extenuating circumstances may cause delays outside of this window. | 46 Airport Road, Sylacauga, AL 35151 |
Shonnie McNeill | AL-76435, GA-655491 | Brian York | AL-80543 | Movement Mortgage LLC. All rights reserved. NMLS ID #39179 (For licensing
information, go to: www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). Additional information available at movement.com/legal. Interest rates and products are subject to
change without notice and may or may not be available at the time of loan commitment or lock-in. Borrowers must qualify at closing for all benefits.
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By Brant Locklier
Daily Home Correspondent

Small Class 1A schools are subject to a lot
of ups and downs as large groups of kids may
come through the school followed by big
drop-offs. Talladega County Central is a prime
example of this.

In 2006-08, the Fighting Tigers were at the
peak in more than 70 years of high school
football. They won 33 games in that span and
made a trip to the state championship game
in 2007. They lost but ended up with a 14-1
record under coach Chris Mahand. The school
numbers were at 140 students.

Now, however, the school numbers are
down to 60 students, and as a result, the
football teams numbers are down accord-
ingly. The football team has suffered big time
the last three years. They have one win and 26
losses since 2018. They have only scored nine
touchdowns the last two seasons combined.
Unfortunately, the defense has allowed an

average of 49 points a game.

Mahand has left after 11 total years with the
program over two stints. New coach Acardia
Garrett comes into about as tough of a job as
anew coach could face. However, his attitude
and optimism is just what the program needs.

“There is some talent in these kids,” said
Garrett. “They just have not been in a position
to win due to the small numbers from small
classes and no one to bridge the gap.

“It will be up to us, the coaches, to figure out
what we can do to make each kid better. We
will have to get the community involved and
get our kids to want to get better”

The Fighting Tigers are still low on players,
having only 20 at times last year.

“I'hope to have 25 to 30 out when we get
started,” Garrett said. “We are teaching our
kids to be student-athletes and to not be
mediocre in our work ethic. I am excited about
our effort so far”

Talladega County Central is part of Class 1A,
Region 6, and the schedule got tougher this

COUNTYZCENTRATL

year. Re-alignment means that Spring Garden
enters Region 6, and Woodland drops out of
the region. Spring Garden was 12-1 a year ago.

Week one will feature a couple of teams
that need a win as the Fighting Tigers travel
to Class 3A Tarrant. Tarrant was 0-10 last year,
allowing 56 points a game, while scoring only
two a game. An open date follows and a home
game with a 3-7 Victory Christian team from a
year ago.

It gets tougher after that. Only Donoho had
alosing record in 2021 among their final eight
opponents. It looks like they will have three
weeks after the season starts to get their ducks
in a row with a new coaching staff, before they
hit the meat of their schedule

Garrett has to go to work in the preseason.
He has got to get a few more players out, figure
out who will be his position players, install a
new offense and defense and figure out how to
win a few games.

Not many folks are envying his preseason
work.



Your
Hometown
Team

With Alfa Insurance®, you don't have to deal with
someone halfway around the world. Our hometown
agents and adjusters live in the communities we serve,
SO you can count on us when you need us most. Call
Alfa®, and let us help you save on home, car and life
insurance.

Brooke Tollison
BTollison@alfains.com

2206 Martin St., So.
Pell City, AL 35128
205-884-3470




ROSTER

1 - Patrick Dosius

3 - Javari Mckenzie

6 - Khemani Robinson
7 - Jhovi Cole

12 - Thomas Gooden
14 - Xavier Ragland
15 - Keion Moore

18 - Deontae Brown
21 - Cordaryl Moten
44 - Chris Smith

50 - Zaikalem Leonard

51 - Ricky Swain Gooden

55 - Keyshaun Taylor
61 - Jamier Duncan
63 - Jamarcus Hall
72 - Jamal Phillips

18 | PREP FOOTBALL 2022

> Hawk
Plasfics

Custom Fabrication
Packaging Products

PVC Sewer & Plastic Perforated Pipe
Producing Pipe in our Community Since 1985

Exclusive U.S. Manufacturer of Patented
Molded Plastic Ragglesticks

Marketed and Sold by RAGGLESTICK Packaging

Awarded — Top Plastic Pipe, Profile &
Tubing Extruder 2018 by “Plastics News’

State of Alabama Award for a
Record of over 9 Years
with no Lost Time Accidents

HAW PLASTICSLLC
193 First Rd, Childersburg
800-467-4295
www.hawkplasticscorp.com
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Sept. 2., vs. Victory Christian
SePt. O at Winterboro
SEPL. 10 o, OPEN
Sept. 23 ., at Sumiton Christian
Sept. 30, vs. Spring Garden
OCE B, at Donoho
OCE T4 e, OPEN
OCE. 2T e, at Wadley
OCL. 28 ., vs. Gaylesville

From Faucets to Build-Ons

We Got You Govered!

Give our experts a calll

Let us help you be reaay for
any ot your home prosects!

VANSANDT HARDWARE &
BUILDING SUPPLY

40631 US Hwy 280 | Sylacauga

256-249-8375

000286327R1

LI8EZY6Z000

Key Facts

Team: Talladega County Central High School
Head coach: Arcadia Garrett (first year)
Key departures: JaKendrick Tuck

Key returnees: Javari McKenzie, Jhovi Cole
Base offense: Multiple

Base defense: Multiple

2021 In Review
Record: 0-9

Points scored: 40
Points allowed: 444

State Representative,
District 35

Wasking Anotfher
Year of Swccess JRor

_Pd. Pol. Adv. by Steve Hurst, 155 Quail Run Rd., Munford, AL 36268



GREG ATKINSON
Broker
205/369-7769
gatkinsonlic@yahoo.com

KAY SPRAYBERRY
Sales Associate
256-872-0174
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CAROL EMLICH-BATES

Sales Associate
256-872-0395
cbates0914 @gmail.com
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DAVID GRAY
Sales Associate
256-404-7837

ksprayberry9691 @charter.net - - graysales @hotmail.com

For more than 60 years,

the trusted name in real estate.

Atkinson Real Estate has been helping buyers and sellers for over 60 years.
We have skilled agents that know how to market your property
and how to find that special home that your are looking for.
We are a full service real estate company.

LILY LYNCH
C;:E;(Ai?;\igl{g In addition to residential sales and purchases, we also can assist you with SellR s

256-404-4825 commercial, industrial, farm, recreational, and development properties. 954-560-3208
dreysmom7699 @yahoo.com Alloverhomes777 @ gmail.com
Our company and our agents are active in our community,
and we believe that by volunteering and working together with area
schools, civic groups, and professional organizations we can make a
great place to live and work even better.

WHERE

EXPERIENCE

WORKS FOR YOU. p——

é;:j:sl:;(éﬁi Office Administrator
256/404-5050 RESIDENTIAL / COMMERICAL / WATERFRONT / LAND / INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 256/245 6782

ihicks@cvaappraisal.net atkinsonrealestate @yahoo.com

www.atkinsonrealestatellc.com ¢ Greg Atkinson, Broker « 256/245-6782
535 North Broadway Avenue ¢ Sylacauga, Alabama 35150

000294302r1




By TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

PELL CITY — Victory Christian junior
Kaden Dixon has been waiting a long time
to prove himself on the football field.

After transferring to Victory Christian
last fall, he was ineligible to play.

Not that Dixon ever let that adversity af-
fect the way he practiced.

“He gave us looks with a good attitude
every day,” Victory Christian coach Bruce
Breland said. “It was like, ‘Good grief’ And
he did it with such a positive way and was
trying to help the team. ... He took a lot of
abuse.”

As the scout-team running back, Dixon
took his fair share of lumps last season, but
Breland said he also produced plenty of
eyebrow-raising moments.

“I'm anxious to see when the lights come
on on Friday night how he is going to react
because we don’t know,” Breland said. “I
know he gives everything he’s got, whether
it be practice, workouts, just setting up the

field”

Dixon will start at both running back
and strong safety for the Lions this season.
He'll run behind a line that includes three

newcomers.

Junior William Wilson-Hueter will get
the start at right tackle. Breland describes
him as a guy that has “college potential”
based on his work ethic and size (about
6-foot-3 and 260 pounds).

Senior Dalton Rogers will start beside
him at right guard. He will also see time at
inside linebacker.

“Dalton doesn’t know how good he can
be,” Breland said.

The last of the newcomers is Dylan Hol-
lis, who will take over at center. Breland
was particularly proud of Hollis after the ju-
nior volunteered to change positions when
the Lions needed a new center during the
second week of July.

Breland described senior left tackle
Connor Denson, a returning starter, as one
of the team’s best technicians on the line.
Fellow senior Drew Nibblet will start next

to him at left guard.

“He is definitely the foundation up
there,” Breland said of Nibblet. “He plays
with all his heart. He really does. ... The
thing I like about him is his competitive
spirit that he’s got. He enjoys winning not
only individually, but the team doing well.
You see it in his body language and his
actions.

Those five will be tasked with keeping
quarterback Shepard Sargent upright this
season. Sargent started last season as a
freshman. With an almost completely new
cast around the sophomore, Breland said
the offense is still very much a work in
progress. However, the coach does expect
his quarterback to take a step forward this
season.

“Imagine you're stepping into the
huddle as a freshman, and there are all
these seniors that have been through it,
and you're trying to lead them,” Breland
said. “So you've got to sell yourself what
you have quality wise that is character and
football as well. So this year, he should be



much more adapted to that”

Speaking of the new skill position players,
wide receiver Brayden Holladay should be
one of the team’s top options in the passing
game this season after he served in a backup
capacity last season.

Fullback Cameron Cheatwood shouldn’t
touch the ball much this season, but there’s
no doubting his place as the secret ingredient
that keeps the Lions’ offense moving.

“He is probably the foundation of our
team,” Breland said. “Great leader, he makes
plays all over the field, and all the other
players, whether it be in the weight room or

Rovyal—

quality meats
Rrogiding
EsceptionalMeat

Rroduiets Tihiovighoutithe
Souitheastfor Qver40) Years

205-884-1040

1904 6" Ave S | Pell City, AL 35128

000294105r1

whether it be on the field, all the other kids
respect him a lot”

Cheatwood will also start at middle line-
backer. Reed Martin didn’t play last season,
but he will also split time at fullback and
inside linebacker.

Denson will once again start on the de-
fensive line for the Lions however, Breland
decided they need his size at defensive tackle,
so he will move inside this year. Denson will
also handle place-kicking duties this year.

Cayden Brunson, a former outside line-
backer, will see time at defensive end.

Keeping up with the trend, Asa Warren, a

What Can

OWEN
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former cornerback, will split time between
safety and receiver this season.

With almost the entire defense learning
new positions, Victory Christian still has a
lot of growing up to do on both sides of the
ball. Breland said the Lions would also need
leaders to emerge if they are going to be suc-
cessful.

“A lot of us are not used to playing that role,
so we've got to quit worrying about ourselves
and play for the guy next to us,” Breland said.
“That means to me, doing your homework
and learning what we are trying to teach. That
way, you know what your job is””

YOUR ONE STOP
GLASS SHOP!

510 N. Broadway Ave.

; Sylacauga
e 256-245-2222
il iy Fax 256-245-2223
debbiesanders53@yahoo.com  0o0277680R1




Roster

1 - Jayden Hicks

2 - Ethan Oglesby

3 - Issac Baker

4 - Shepard Sargent

7 - Caleb Clolinger

10 - Kaden Dixon

11 - Asa Warren

12 - Cayden Brunson
15 - Noah Baker

23 - Braden Holladay
35 - Reed Martin

48 - Cameron Cheatwood
50 - Jude Whittington
52 - Dalton Rogers

53 - Kade Whittington
54 - Dylan Hollis

55 - Drew Nibblet

65 - Christian Clolinger
73 - William Wilson-Hueter
75 - Connor Denson
76 - Will Bussey

Schedule

AU 1D e, vs. Woodland
AUG. 26 . at Whitesburg Christian
Sept. 2., at Talladega County Central
SePt. D vs. Spring Garden
SEPL. 10 i at Donoho
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Lunch Tue - Fri: 10:30 am - 2 pm | Wed - Cornhole Tournament |

[AugustBBQMenul | thur- Bike Night, Live Music | (256) 369-2920

Dinner Wed - Sat : 4 pm - 12 am | Friday- Live Music | £ BanditsBarandGrillSylacauga
[Bandits Bar & Grill Menu] | Saturday- Live Music |




Key Facts

Head coach: Bruce Breland (fourth year)
Key departures: Billy Davenport, Justice
Hurley

Key returners: Shepard Sargent, Cameron
Cheatwood

Base offense: Multiple
Base defense: Multiple

2021 in review
Record: 3-7

Points scored: 136
Points allowed: 192
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Sun., Mon. & Wed. 11AM - 9PM,
Thur. - Sat. 11AM - 10PM | Closed Tuesday

Hwy 231 South | Town Park Plaza « Pell City, AL

205.884.2195

If you have thirty minutes

or more to listen, ask
Antonio what he dreams
of being in ten years.

BECAUSE CHILDREN HAVE DREAMS.

CHILDREN'S OF ALABAMA
DOWNTOWN RUSSELL CAMPUS

1600 7th Avenue South
Birmingham, AL 35294
205-638-92100

PELL CITY PEDIATRICS
2850 Dr. John Haynes Dr.
Pell City, AL 35125
205-884-2260

ChildrensAlL.org

Children’s

of Alabama-
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We want you to
know that you
and your good
health are
important o us. Ammar Alaher, Stephen R. Bowen, Laura G.
We appreciate the M.D. Ph.D., M.D. Deichmann, M.D.
trust you place in
us, and we will do
everything possible
to meet your

health care needs. Walter Pinson, Imad Khdair,
M.D.

e

Coosa Valley Medical Plaza

Where Your Health 209 West Spring Street, Suite 200

Sylacauga, Alabama 35150
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By Jimmy Creed
Daily Home Correspondent

After two straight seasons of making it
to the second round of the Class 1A state
playoffs, Winterboro coach Skylar Mans-
field acknowledges that he expects even
more from his Bulldogs this season.

In 2020, Winterboro finished the regular
season 8-1 and defeated Hackleburg in the
first round before falling to Hubbertville.
Last season, the Bulldogs went 6-4 in the
regular season and beat Sumiton Christian
in the first round before losing to eventual
semi-finalist Pickens County.

With a good-sized roster for a 1A school
and plenty of experience, Mansfield isn’t
shying away from grander thoughts for this
season.

“The expectation is always to improve,”’
said Mansfield, who enters his third season
as Bulldogs’ coach. “We went to the second
round of the playoffs twice, and that’s the
standard right now. We're trying to go
further than that, and these kids under-
stand it
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The Bulldogs had 26 players who were
consistently part of their summer workout
program, and there is the potential for an-
other dozen or so to join the squad before
the opening kickoff if they meet certain
requirements, Mansfield said. That is a
satisfying feeling for any coach at a smaller
school.

“One thing we don’t have a problem
with is numbers and having enough for
practice,”

Mansfield said. “That’s very important
when you consider what you want to get
out of your practices.”

What the Bulldogs are hoping for is an
offense that continues to put up numbers
like last season and a defense that shows
marked improvement. Winterboro scored
378 points in 2021, an average of 31.5 a
game. But the Bulldogs allowed 277 points,
an average of 23 a game.

What Mansfield would really love to see
is a defensive performance like he got from
his first squad in 2020. That unit allowed
just 155 points, or 14.1 a game.

To that end, Mansfield said there would
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be some changes in the scope of his coach-
ing staff this season.

Mansfield will take over the play-calling,
Hunter Millard will be the sole defensive
coordinator and Cody Ross will be special
teams coordinator.

“We are heading in another direction
on offense,” Mansfield said. “I was a high
school quarterback and ran a Wishbone
offense so I'm not very fancy with all that
Spread stuff.

“And Coach Millard has worked pretty
hard to be able to adjust and break down
film and scheme for what we need to be
successful on that side of the ball”

The Bulldogs have big holes to fill on
both sides of the ball, starting with Daily
Home Class 1A-3A Defensive Player of the
Year Troy McKinney, who did it all last
season.

On defense, McKinney had 91 tackles
(17 for a loss), five sacks, three intercep-
tions, and three pass breakups. On special
teams, he had four kick return TDs, two
punt return TDs, and two blocked kicks.
Finally, on offense he had 14 catches for




'I'm: S'I'BI.-:NG'I'II OF THE TEAM
1s Eacu INpivipua. MEMBER.

Tue STrRENGTH oF Each MEMBER
IS THE TEAM.

GoodL ck

Talladega Tigers ASD Silent Warriors
Lincoln Golden Bears Winterboro Bulldogs
Munford Lions TC Central Fighting Tigers

(CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE

www.talladegalincolnchamber.com




457 yards and two TDs and nine carries for
245 yards and two TDs.

The Bulldogs also lost 1,300-yard rusher
Jashaslin James, receiver Chance Dandridge
and offensive lineman Devon Jones, who
were also first-team All-County selections last
year, and quarterback Jake Travis among their
graduates.

It will be tough to follow, but Mansfield is
excited about the players coming back whom
he is counting on to fill those shoes.

“We've lost a lot so we have to keep people
guessing,” Mansfield said with a laugh when
asked who his starting quarterback will be
recently. “What I can tell you is we have a
young offensive line that’s going to be hungry
to go attack people.”

Most likely that line will be blocking for
sophomore Jemareo Clegg under center.
Clegg played some as a freshman last season,
and Mansfield likes how he throws the foot-
ball.

“He is a 6-3 sophomore, and he can spin
it a good bit, but we are working on his me-
chanics,” Mansfield said.

Brandon Hunter, an All-County basketball
player and a good athlete who is joining the
team for the first time, will also get a look at
QB.

To replace James, Mansfield will turn to
Deonte Smoot.
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“He’s been working his tail off in the
weightroom, and he’s packed on some
muscle,” Mansfield said. “I think he’s ready
for the challenge and the physicality of it

Along the offensive front, the Bulldogs will
be very versatile, which will allow Mansfield
to plug kids in where he needs them.

Senior Kyler Griffin will join sophomores
Payton Hutton, Khtyler Keith, Malachi Thom-
as and Kadan Ponder to form a group that
has gotten much stronger over the offseason.
Mansfield calls the 6-0, 275-pound Ponder his
“big mauler” up front and notes that he bench
presses 245 pounds and squats 500 even after
losing some 60 pounds over the offseason.

“All of these kids have been to four major
camps this summer and some of them have
been to more,” Mansfield said.

Kamareon Curry, Bryan Waites and
Brayden Waites will be part of the receiving
corps this season.

On defense, Mansfield said, “we’ll probably
be as big as we've been in a long time along
the defensive front,” and in the secondary the
Bulldogs will be young, but talented.

Curry will play one defensive backfield spot
along with senior Tyreke Hampton. Kenneth
Simmons, who has good speed and is athletic,
and Kaden Jones are ninth-graders who will
see action in the secondary as well.

“We have a bunch of young guys that have

playing experience that we will be able to fill
in those gaps with,” Mansfield said. “I don’t
think talent is something we'll be hurting for,
but we've got to stay disciplined and consis-
tent.”

Thanks to the Alabama High School Athlet-
ic Association’s most recent realignment, the
challenge of going even farther this season
will be tougher for the Bulldogs just because
of who they’ll have to face in Class 1A, Region
6. That realignment put state runner-up Wad-
ley into the region as well as perennial playoff
contender Spring Garden.

The Bulldogs’ 2020 schedule will also open
with a twist — a visit to Cedar Bluff on Aug. 19
to face former Winterboro coach Alan Beck-
ett, who preceded Mansfield.

“I think our kids still have a bunch of
respect for Coach Beckett and the way he led
the program, and I do, too,” Mansfield said.
“But now we're going into Year 3, and I'm get-
ting a chance to develop kids with a different
mindset. Now I am actually getting to put a
stamp on what we are trying to build and on
building these young men up.

“Some of the things that (Beckett) built into
the program are beginning to wear off now.
So we'll really get to see what we’ve got when
we go to Cedar Bluff”
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Key Facts

Team: Winterboro

Head coach: Skylar Mansfield (third
year)

Key departures: Troy McKinney, Jake
Travis, Jashaslin James

Key returnees: Payton Hutton, Dequari-
ous Truss, Deonte Smoot, JeMareo Clegg
Base offense: Multiple

Base defense: Multiple

2021 in Review
Record: /-5

Points scored: 378
Points allowed: 277

Roster

1- Jemareo Clegg

2 - Dequarious Truss
3 - Jordan Williams

4 - Kaden Jones

5 - Brandon Hunter

6 - Carter Castleberry
7 - Monterious Williams
8 - Jemarion Clegg
10 - Jalarrion Garrett
11 - Nathaniel Benefield
12 - Bryan Waites

13 - Kamareon Curry
14 - Kenneth Simmons
15 - Tyreke Hampton
20 - Deonte Smoot
21 - Kylen Campbell
22 - Brayden Waites
23 - Kavarris Duncan
32 - Trent Garrett

50 - Trevion Hester
52 - Malachi Thomas
55 - Jerry Thomas

56 - Clayton Walters
58 - Khtyler Keith

60 - Zakari Morgan
68 - Kyler Griffin

73 - Kadan Ponder
74 - Algernon Fomby
75 - Hunter Farler

76 - Matthew Haynes
78 - Payton Hutton
79 - Brady Haynes

Schedule

AUG. T e, at Cedar Bluff
AUG. 26 oo vs. Vincent
SEPE. 2, OPEN
Sept. 9.......... vs. Talladega County Central
SePt. 16 i at Spring Garden
SePL. 23 e, vs. Oakman
Sept. 0. vs. Donoho
OCE. 7o at Ragland
OCL. 14 e, vs. Wadley
OCt. 2T i at Victory Christian
OCt. 28, at Childersburg
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Smile At Every Age!
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Teachers Save with Alfa

Dana Minton
314 East Battle St.
Talladega, AL 35160
(256) 362-2274

(256) 310-0242 (cell)
dminton@alfains.com
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