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Update:
a report
ahout action

Most dictionaries provide
two definitions for the word
“update,” one for when it’s
used as a noun and another
for when it’s used as a verb.

“Update” the noun refers to
a report that
includes the
most recent
informa-
tion about
something.
“Update” the
verb refers
to the action
of improving
something
or making it
more mod-

Buddy Roberts

ern.

Both definitions are rele-
vant to the publication you're
now reading, The Daily
Home’s annual Update edi-
tion. It contains information
about recent accomplishments
made by local government
officials and leaders in indus-
try, civics and commerce, as
well as the challenges they’re
facing. It explains what they
have done to improve their
respective communities.

In effect, this special pub-
lication updates the stories of
Talladega and St. Clair coun-
ties by taking a look back at
the accomplishments and sig-
nificant events of 2015 while
considering the state of local
governments, schools, health
care and business at the start
of 2016 and looking ahead at
what is expected to be accom-
plished during the coming
months.

We've grouped these stories
into four sections.

Government & Industry
examines the state of local
municipal and county gov-
ernments, also taking a look
at how things stand as far
as economic and industrial
development is concerned.
Members of the Talladega and
St. Clair legislative delegations
have talked with our report-
ers to outline what’s expected
to happen in Montgomery
during 2016.

In Health & Education, we
offer a glimpse into the state
of local schools and health
care providers at the start of
the new year while recounting
some of last year’s accomplish-
ments.

Friends & Neighbors will
introduce you or reacquaint
you with some familiar faces
in local communities, cele-
brating what they do for the
benefit of others.

In the three Commerce
sections, we'll visit some long-
standing local businesses that
are mainstays in Talladega,
Munford, Lincoln, Sylacauga,
Childersburg, Oak Grove and
Pell City.

As you read these stories,
it is our hope that you’ll be
reminded of some reasons
you enjoy calling this area
your home. It is our further
hope that you will support the
advertisers who have enabled
us to bring these stories to
you. We are grateful to them
for this opportunity, and we
are grateful to you as readers,
both on a daily basis and on
special occasions such as this

Update.
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Members of the Talladega Coutny Commission are, from left, Greg Atkinson, Malley Limbaugh, Kelvin
Cunningham, Tony Haynes and Jackie Swinford.

New year to bring improvements, growth

By LACI BRASWELL

Home staff writer

The members of the Talladega County
Commission said they all believe that the
new year will bring improvements and
economic growth to the county.

“I'would say we are in a very good place,
we communicate with each other well and
can get things done,” Commissioner Greg
Atkinson said.

Commission ~ Chairman  Kelvin
Cunningham said he is proud of how the
commission has handled its finances.

“We have a balanced budget and have
for several years now. With the economy
in the state it’s in, it’s quite an accomplish-
ment.” Cunningham said.

2015 was a productive year for the com-
missioners and county staff.

“Along with balancing the budget, we
brought a lot of new businesses to the
county this year, which will benefit the
entire county,” Commissioner Malley
Limbaugh said.

“I am extremely proud of our CMP
marksmanship park. It’s one of the best in
the nation,” Commissioner Tony Haynes
said.

According to the park’s website, “The
new CMP Talladega Marksmanship Park is
one of the most advanced outdoor facilities
in the world — unlike any other. Boasting
the latest technological advances in the
realm of marksmanship, it is a must-see
destination for firearm enthusiasts across
the country. The park will be open to the
public, year-round, offering many oppor-
tunities to marksmen of all ages.”

The 500-acre facility is two miles from
the Talladega Superspeedway.

The park features entail a 600-yard rifle
range with targets at 200, 300 and 600
yards, a 100-yard multi-purpose range and
a 50-yard pistol range. CMP Talladega
Marksmanship park is also home to 15
action pistol bays and a trap field, 5-stand
field and a 15-station sporting clays field,
which all include automated trap machines.

“If you haven' visited the facility yet,
you are missing out,” Haynes said.

In 2016, the commissioners hope to
continue their success with new projects
that are still in the works.

The commissioners agreed they hope to
bring economic growth and job opportu-
nities with new businesses that are in the
works for the county.

“Improving our roads is something that
also needs to be done.” Commissioner
Jackie Swinford said.

Atkinson said he hopes to solve the feral
dog problem in the Sylacauga mill village
community.

“I's been an ongoing problem and it
will take time to fix it, but something needs
to be done,” he said.
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Residents of the mill village say the
number of stray dogs has reached the
hundreds.

“The amount of feral dogs in the village
has become overwhelming due to no leash
laws set in place or proper funding for the
animal shelters in the area,” Atkinson said.

Cunningham also mentioned the water
department as an area of concern.

“The treatment plant we have with
Shelby County needs attention,” he said.

In addition to new businesses and road
improvements, the Choccolocco Creek
Bridge on Highway 207 will be completely
repaired.

“The state is currenty working on a
redesign that should be completed in the
near future,” Cunningham said.

The commission also expects 2016 will
be a good year for the city of Childersburg.

Recently  Childersburg  residents
approved a property mill tax increase of
2 percent, setting the updated property tax
there at 5 mills.

Proposed projects for revenue from

the tax increase include building a new
football stadium at Childersburg High
School, improving the baseball and softball
fields, renovating the gym at Childersburg
Elementary School and also renovating the
Watwood Elementary School cafeteria.

Although the county has several new
improvement projects in the works,
according to the commissioners, money
will always be an issue.

“Funding is always a problem, even
with a balanced budget,” Cunningham
said.

The commissioners said they hope to
tackle the funding issues by providing
more creative ways for community out-
reach.

“We hope to get more creative and con-
servative with our spending,” Cunningham
said.

“The commission wants to do more for
the communities in Talladega County and
its outreach programs. We want to hear
from you, because our job is to serve our
county,” Atkinson said.
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Talladega: Looking back, looking ahead

By CHRIS NORWOOD

Home staff writer

The city of Talladega launched
or completed more than a dozen
major projects in the past year and

as even more to come during
2016.

In the past year, according
to city manager Patrick Bryant,
the city “completed work on the
Frazier Farms drainage project,
which included multdiple improve-
ments to the drainage system,
(including) new, upsized driveway
pipes, the cleaning and widening
of existing ditches and expansions
to the drainage system outfall
structure.”

Work continued on several
other drainage projects as well,
including improvements to the
drainage system at Veterans Park
and design work on detention
systems on Avenue H and Haynes
Street. The city also accept-
ed a $46,500 Land and Water
Conservation Fund grant for new
restrooms at Veterans Park, bought
a new fire truck for $380,825,
eight new police cars for $194,000
and accepted a $15,000 grant from
the Alabama Historic Preservation
Commission to catalog the city’s
numerous historic buildings.

The city also accepted a
grant for $65,000 through the
East Alabama Regional Planning
and Development Commission
to continue its Senior Nutrition
Program, which feeds an estimated
85 seniors per day, Bryant said.
The council voted to approve a
contract with the Red Cross to
use the B.N. Mabra Center and
Spring Street Recreation Center as
shelters in the event of a disaster.

The 2015 paving project
involved work on 21 streets in
every part of the city, as well as
construction of a new public park-
ing lot and an asphalt lot for the
recycling center. A Safe Routes
to Schools project covered major
improvements in the South Street
area, and design work and proper-
ty acquisition continued on bridge
replacement projects on Isbell

Circle, Coosa Street, West Street
and Brignoli Street.

There was a great deal of
work done on the citys water
and sewer infrastructure as well,
including “installation of new
Acqua Disk filters, a Vaughn
digester mixing pump, and new
Flyght Intermediate pumps at the
main wastewater plant. (We) also
installed new lime feeder equip-
ment and reworked valves and
controls of Filters 5 through 8 at
the water filter plant.” Some 8.5
miles of sewer were cleaned and
inspected, and 1.7 miles of sewer
were rehabilitated and replaced.
Some 45 manholes were recondi-
tioned, Bryant said.

The city also “performed a leak
detection program on 50 plus
miles of water main, improved
the Mount Olive water system
by installing a primary water feed
and booster station to the water
tank, completed rehabilitation of
the Harmon Park well (includ-
ing treatment equipment) (and)
approved a contract for the Shocco
Sewer lift station.” Work on this
last project got under way in 2015
and is scheduled for completion
this year.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture-funded summer food
program will continue this year, as
it has for more than a quarter of
a century, and will provide meals
for an estimated 700 school-aged
participants per day.

Another USDA grant, for
$99,000, goes toward the renova-
tion of a building on the historic
courthouse square, which will a
house a coffee house to be called
The Square Cup. The city’s capital
improvement funds provide the
grant match for this project, which
is part of the ongoing downtown
revitalization plan. The city has
another space available on the
square that it intends to fill this
year, Bryant said.

Work began on the develop-
ment of a recycling drop-off loca-
tion as well.

Lastly, the city contracted
with an outside firm to perform

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home

Members of the Talladega City Council are, from left, Horace Patterson, Jarvis Elston,
David Street, Mayor Jerry Cooper, Ricky Simpson and Gerald Cooper.

a rebranding for the city. Public
meetings and input are currently
underway, with the process expect-
ed to be complete in the coming
year.

2016 will be an even more
productive year, based on the
list of projects recently approved
for the first quarter. It should be
noted that this project list does
not include major capital improve-
ments, which will be determined
during a council work session that
had not been scheduled as this
article was written in late January.

In the coming year, there are
plans to digitize audio and web
broadcasts of council meetings,
online codification of city ordi-
nances and online posting of
council agendas and minutes,
according to the recently approved
plan. Bryant also pointed out
that the city has recently applied
for a major grant to bring the
square into compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act
and to provide new landscaping,

Another major landscaping proj-
ect is on tap for the Davey Allison
Park behind city hall. This is not
a city park, so the funding for
the project will not be coming
from the city, but the Community
Appearance Department will be
overseeing the work.

The Ere department will be
working with insurance compa-
nies and expanding inspection
authority, putting in a new train-
ing facility at the rescue squad
building and purchasing new
self-contained breathing apparatus
equipment. Municipal court pro-
cedures are due to be streamlined,
including credit card payment and
an amnesty month, and drainage
and resurfacing work are sched-
uled for the Ben Bruner Sports
Complex and Edythe Sims Park,
and there will be new lighting at
the Spring Street recreation center.

The police department will
be upgrading its social media
presence, expanding the neigh-
borhood watch and Operation

PULL programs and designing an
anti-bullying campaign, according
to the plan.

The bridge replacement and
water detention projects listed
above will continue, along with
fencing and lighting for the recy-
cling center and work at Veteran:
Park and the Square Cup. Thesc
projects are all listed for comple-
tion in the next 90 days or less.

More downtown revitalization
projects will enter the planning
phase, and a renovation project
at city hall is expected to stream-
line operations there by bring-
ing related services closer together
and moving the human resources
department up from the old Wate
Board building on the Square.

A database of existing mobile
homes in the city will go online,
and a new safety manual for city
employees will be developed
Bryant told the council.

More water and sewer inspec-
tion, renovation and replacement
are also on tap for the first quarter.

Lincoln continues upward
trend of new husinesses

By ELSIE HODNETT

Home staff writer

Kitchin said other accomplishments in
2015 include the launch of the First Annual

Lincoln Mayor Bud Kitchin said he feels
in 2016 the city will continue the unprece-
dented growth and healthy economy expe-
rienced over the last 15 years.

“New housing starts are up and building
and construction permits are expected to
increase 16 percent in FY16,”
he said. “New business license
applications for businesses
located within the city limits
continue to grow at above

»
average pace.

Kitchin = said Lincoln
continues to enjoy a stron:

Blue Eye Creck Festival, announced the
Lock 4 paving project, was awarded a grant
for sidewalks connecting Lincoln Public
Library with Moseley Park, let the con-
tract to remove and install new sidewalks
and trees on Magnolia Street, opened Fire
Station No. 5 at Handy Corner to serve

the southern area of the city,

expanded the Neighborhood

Watch Program to focus on

“l don’t See anﬁ/ city neighborhood parks and
unsurmountable

challenges in our way
as long as the

many other things.
Accomplishments on the

agenda this year included the

opening of the new Piggly

upward trend' in new and gconomy continues Wiggly gnd Speedway Tra‘_zel
e S Mndohip looks 10 IMPIOVE s fthag ~ Center i January: he iy
to focus itzyefforts or? infra- In the last ?;E?;Ziﬁem:v lfocr:ni\r/llggnf)lllia
structure improvements in 1 8 mon’[hS,” Street, renovation of the 1-20/

2016 including commercial
development, utility and road
improvements.

Kitchin said 2015 brought many
announcements and accomplishments to
the city.

“T/A Petro announced a $10 million
renovation of the former Race City Travel
Plaza to include a new Popeye’s and diesel
repair center along with a complete reno-
vation of the Minit Mart,” he said. “There
was the relaunch of $13 million construc-
tion of Speedway LLC Travel Center, Piggly
Wiggly purchased Lincoln Super Foods
and opened Jan. 11, 2016, Magnolias
Restaurant opened to rave reviews, Legacy
Cabinets expanded again announcing 140
new jobs and a new investment of $5.7
million, and a $3.7 million ATRIP roads
improvement project began on Alabama 77
north of Interstate 20 with installation of
new traffic signals at the interstate ramps,
center turn lane, widening of the west-
bound exit ramp and extension of Magnolia
east of Alabama 77.”

Alabama 77 interstate light-

ing, street pavement assess-

ment initiated for residential
and connector streets, a sewer main exten-
sion from Bishop Truss Road to U.S. 78
and construction of a new 100,000 square-
foot spec building in the Lincoln Industrial
Park.

Future projects on the horizon include
parking lot lighting at the library and final
landscaping, future phase work for Moseley
Park as per the approved master plan, ren-
ovation of the police department building
and demolition of the old library.

“I don't see any unsurmountable chal-
lenges in our way as long as the economy
continues to improve as it has in the last
18 months,” he said. “Cities either grow
and evolve or your community stagnates
and businesses look elsewhere to expand.
Lincoln is a very progressive city while
maintaining its village feel. We will over-
come any challenges with hard work and
teamwork.”
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Talladega County Emergency Management
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Pell

By DAVID ATCHISON

Home staff writer

Pell City officials continue to
work towards improving the quality
of life and services for its residence,
and will focus on the completion of
three major projects to help move
the city forward to that goal.

City Manager Brian Muenger
said the city will focus on complet-
ing the Municipal Complex, which
will house the new public library, the
Pell City Chamber of Commerce,
the new splash pad in Lakeside Park
and renovation work to the Pell City
Civic Center.

“In many cases, these projects
have been desired by the public
for years, or even decades, and it is
an honor to finally see
these projects to com-
pletion,” Muenger said.

He  said  the
Municipal Complex
renovation, which
began in July 2015, is
expected to be com-
pleted by spring.

Muenger said the
renovation of  the
56,000-square-foot
facility is on sched-
ule, and will eventual-
ly house the Pell City
Library and Chamber
of Commerce on the
ground floor.

“The library has
long outgrown its exist-
ing facility adjacent to
City Hall, and the City
Council, Library Board, and Library
Guild have all stalwartly supported
the expansion of this important pub-
lic facility,” Muenger said.

He said the new library will pro-
vide ample space for library patrons
for years to come.

Muenger said the Municipal
complex will also provide a per-
manent home for the Pell City
Chamber of Commerce, as well as
provide six public meeting rooms,
the largest of which can accommo-
date 200 people.

The second ongoing capital proj-
ect, the Splash Pad, is also nearing
completion.

“Nearly all site work has been
completed on this project, and the
contractor is in the process of com-
pleting the framing of the building,”
Muenger said.

He said the facility is tentatively
slated to open in April or May and
can accommodate in excess of 100
people simultaneously.

Muenger said the new splash pad
will provide quality entertainment
for community youth.

“Multiple pavilions are slated to
be constructed around the Splash
Pad, and the facility will be avail-
able for group bookings,” he said.

« . .. . .
Durmg thC visioning session con-

“The active pursuit a
of outside funding
is an important
part of the city’s
development,
and the city will
continue to
aggressively
pursue external
funding sources to
leverage its
available funds.”

ducted by the City Council one of
the primary desires expressed by the
citizenry was to expand the recre-
ational offerings available within the
city, and the Splash Pad will help to
satisfy the recreational needs of our
growing community, as well as serve
as an attraction for those visiting
our area.’

“The final capital project of the
year is the renovation of the Civic
Center, which I anticipate will
begin in late Spring or early sum-
mer of 2016,” Muenger said. “The
council has allocated approximately
$700,000 for the renovation of this
facility, desiring to modernize the
building and adjacent areas.”

He said some of the items that
may be addressed during this ren-

ovation are the inad-

equate restroom facil-

ities, the addition of
catering  kitchen,
improvements to the
physical fitness areas,
and the replacement of
the tennis building,.

“Another import-
ant area of focus is the
access points to the
facility, which are cur-
rently being studied
by an engineering firm
that will propose ways
to improve the traffic
flow into and out of the
Civic Center, Sports
Complex, and Lakeside
Park,” Muenger said.
“The popularity of
these recreation areas,
compounded with increasing traffic
on Highway 34 often make access
to these locations difficult, and this
is something that we believe can be
significantly improved by modifying
the existing access points and park-
ing areas.”

He said the city is in the imple-
mentation phase of several grant
projects that are likely to be com-
pleted in 2016. These include the
19th Street Sidewalk project, which
will link the Glenn City area to the
newly renovated Armory and 19th
Street Rec Hall, improving accessi-
bility and pedestrian safety.

“Plans for this project are cur-
rently undergoing final review by
ALDOT,” Muenger said.

He said the city has also
been awarded a Transportations
Alternative Program grant that will
allow for further improvements to
the downtown streetscape, expand-
ing on existing improvements along
Highway 78.

“The active pursuit of outside
funding is an important part of
the city’s development, and the city
will continue to aggressively pursue
external funding sources to leverage
its available funds,” Muenger said.

He said the cleanup and develop-

ment of the former Avondale Mills
property is one of the highest prior-
ity goals of the City Council for the
upcoming years.

“The finalization of the master
plan for the site is expected to con-
tinue during the first quarter of the
year, as is the contmuatlon of the
salvage efforts on the site,” Muenge
said. “With the completion of i
planning and cleanup effort, the city
will be able to initiate grading and
landscape work on the site, as well as
begin the process of implementing
the desired improvements, such as a
walking track, farmers market, and
eventually an amphitheater.”

He said there are several avail-
able sources of outside funding that
the city will pursue to assist in this
development, including grant pro-
grams for recreational trails.

Muenger said industrial and
commercial recruitment remains a
top priority of the city.

“Through our partnership with
the St. Clair County EDC, the
city continues to aggressively recruit
industry expansion, both in the form
of new industry and the expansion
of existing industry,” Muenger said.

He said the city’s new Cogswell
Industrial Park property deserves
attention in the coming year.

He said the property has the
potential to accommodate multiple
industries but will require site prepa-
ration and grading to realize its full
potential to the city.

“A funding proposal for this work
is being developed, and the City
Council will have the opportunity
to review it in the coming months,”
Muenger said.  The continued
growth of our base of employment
is an integral part of supporting our
existing populace, as well as attract-
ing new citizens to our area.

Muenger said according to the
2010 the Census Bureau, Pell City
has seen a population increase of
nearly 7 percent and a population
growth of more than 40 percent
since the 2000 census.

He said the city’s projects reflect
the city’s commitment to increas-
ing its quality of life and services
to meet the evolving needs of our
community.

“To this end, the city will endeav-
or to update its comprehensive plan
in the coming year,” Muenger said.
“This process will be an inclusive
effort between planning experts, the
public, and city officials, working
together to develop the vision for
the future of our community. The
current comprehensive plan, zon-
ing, and other associated regula-
tions must be updated to reflect the
changes in our community and to
ensure that the city is positioned
optimally for future growth.”

J&M
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City continues to move forward

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

The new Municipal Complex will house the
new public library and the Pell City Chamber of
Commerce. The facility will also provide ample
space for meetings.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

The new Splash Pad in Pell City’s Lakeside Park
is expected to open in April or May.
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Organized in January of 1984, Hawk Plastics started
production in October of 1985 in the former Beaunit
building on Plant Road. Now, 31 years later, by the grace of
God, the Hawk is still flying. One of the oldest American
owned PVC pipe producers in the USA, Hawk Plastics has
operated with the same name for its total existence. Over
the years, as many as 40 employees have manned the 3 shift
operation. By the time this year is over, Hawk will have 5
employees that have been there for the whole 31 years. By
the grace of God, Hawk has received an award from the
State of Alabama for a record of consecutive days equal to
7 years and 2 months with no lost time accidents. Hawk
manufactures PVC plastic sewer pipe with Integral Bell
Gasketed joints and specializes in standard and custom
PVC perforated pipe. Hawk produces other PVC extrusions,
custom fabrications, core tubes and is the exclusive U.S.
Manufacturer of patented molded plastic Ragglesticks.
Marketed and sold by RAGGLESTICK Packaging,
Ragglesticks are used to create compactness and stability
in packaging and

storing cylindrical

objects such

as pipe, tube,

rolls, drums

and barrels.

Ragglesticks

was the invention

of the founders

of Hawk Plastics.

193 First Rd, Alpine, AL 35014
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FOR CDL DRIVERS
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Marble Falls, TX - Midlothian, TX — Hondo, TX
— Houston, TX - Cockeysville, MD - Ada, OK -
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SUPERIOR MACHINE
& PATTERN, INC

Providing High Quality Precision
Machining and Fabrication Since 1980

High Precision CNC Machining
Supplier of Gray, Ductile, Brass,

and Aluminum Castings

Robotic Welder

Warehouse Services

Off-Shore Sourcing

Inventory Control Services

38001 Alabama Hwy 21 + Munford, Alabama

256-362-1385 or 256-362-1386

www.superiormachineandpattern.com
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Childershurg overcoming challenges in 2016

By DENISE SINCLAIR

Home staff writer

CHILDERSBURG -- The mayor
and city council say they are pleased
with how the city is operating and tak-
ing care of business at the start of a new
year. What they would like to have more
of, as any city would, is more revenue to
fund programs.

Mayor James (Jimmy) Payne said
Childersburg is “rocking right along,”
while Councilman Billy Lester said,
“We're doing pretty good.”

Payne said, “We need money just like
every other city.”

Councilwoman Angesa Twymon, on
a scale of one to 10, gives the city a 10
for the start of 2016 on what the admin-
istration is doing.

Councilwoman Michele Whisman
said Childersburg is in a unique sit-
uation. “We are one of the few cities
that actually works within our budget.
Sometimes that has been very difficult
but we have managed to stay within our
means. I think this is always a good way
to start the new year.”

Councilman Ralph Rich said he was
guardedly optimistic about the city’s
prospects for a really good new year.

“I have full confidence in our mayor
and my fellow council members to
promote our city and the welfare of its
citizens. The mayor and council believe
in using sound financial practices and
operating in the black and will continue
this method of operating,” Rich said.

Council Robert “Bubba” Cleckler
said Childersburg, like many other cit-
ies, needs a jumpstart of some kind to
get revenue up.

“Financially, the city has to watch
every penny. It is hard to
make progress if you dont
have the money to move
forward. Hopefully, some-
thing will come along to
improve things,” Cleckler
said.

When it comes to
accomplishments in 2015,
Payne and the council are
pleased with the fact the
city started a more than $3
million paving project.

“We're trying to fin-
ish getting Fourth Street
widened out by the high
school. We've got most of it done. It
really looks good. We are going to pave
a lot more streets, and I think our citi-
zens are proud of this,” Payne said.

He also spoke about the fire depart-
ment potentially getting some more
grant funding for firefighters. “If this
happens, we can keep some additional
firemen on for awhile,” he said. “We
also got a grant for a new fire truck.”

Payne along with council members
started working in 2015 to get signs
removed from the industrial property
the city owns, which say the land is
contaminated.

“We are seeking help from the fed-
eral government. After they cleaned the
property up through a super fund, the
government placed signs about the con-
tamination. But there are regulations
on this including you can dig down
10 feet, and get a permit to go deeper
on the property. They dont tell you
that untl you start on a project. We've
lost some potential industry because of
those signs,” Payne said.

Lester and Rich agreed saying some-
thing had to be done about it. Lester
said, “Industries see that as a red flag.”

Cleckler said he can only speak after
July as far as accomplishments in the
city. That is when he took office, replac-
ing Payne, who became mayor when
B.J. Meeks died, on the city council.

“I think the paving project is so
important. It is making such a difference
in the city. I was embarrassed before we
began the project,” Cleckler said.

Twymon said the road-paving project
was one of the big accomplishments for
the city in 2015.

Whisman said in 2015 the city
obtained a grant to get a new state-of-
the-art fire truck.

“We were also able to complete our
demolition project and remove numer-
ous unsightly buildings. We also initi-
ated our paving project by imposing a
1-percent sales tax to have the funds to
pave the majority of our city streets,”
Whisman said.

Rich said in 2015 one of the city’s
major industries in the industrial park
completed a significant expansion proj-
ect.
“We made upgrades in the fire and
rescue department by adding a new
fire truck and major building repairs.
Significant progress was made in the
police department, including buying
new body cameras. A 1-cent sales tax
increase was passed with the money
earmarked for repaving streets, and a
tractor was purchased to be used in the
industrial park and for city use.

“Many small but significant steps
have been taken to insure the safety and
welfare of our citizens,” Rich said.

On plans for 2016, the mayor said

“Many small
but significant
steps have been
taken to insure
the safety and
welfare of our

citizens.”
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From left are Childersburg City Council members Ralph Rich, Billy Lester, Michele Whisman, Angesa Twymon,
Robert Cleckler and Mayor James Payne.

the paving project will continue. He
said the city is looking to purchase two
ambulances and a limb loader.

“We no longer have a Hazmat depart-
ment, just paramedics and firefighters.
Our paramedic department is one of
the best things for this city. People
appreciate this service. It takes extra
funding because it is running around
the clock, but it’'s worth it. We have
other extraordinary services a small city
usually doesn’t have such as our library,
police, fire, senior citizens center and
garbage. These services are far beyond
what some other small cities
might have,” Payne said.

The mayor also said the
city is working to recruit
new industry and business-
es to town. “We have a new
donut shop coming, we are
responding to interested
industries every week.”

The city is working with
the police department and
local residents to come up
with funding for vests for
officers.

Payne said, “A total of
$2,300 has been raised. One
citizen is contacting our Washington
representatives for help on this and state
Rep. Ron Johnson is also working with
us to get funding for the vests.”

On Sunday alcohol sales, Payne said it
takes several steps from the local delega-
tion sponsoring a bill in the Legislature
to setting an election date for the vote.

Rich said his vision for 2016 is to
continue upgrading city departments
for them to provide the very best ser-
vices and protection for citizens.

“We've got to continue developing
the industrial park to make it more
appealing to prospective industries,
work to attract more retail businesses,
continue to take steps to alleviate drain-
age problems and continue using sound
financial practices.

Whisman said in 2016 the city plans
to have most of its paving completed.
“We are also continuing to work to
improve the industrial park to make it
more attractive to incoming business
and industry,” she said.

Lester said getting more industry is
a goal he hopes the city can accomplish
in 2016, while Twymon looks forward
to seeing a Community Development
Block Grant project completed in her
ward.

As for the future, Cleckler wants the
city to start helping form neighborhood
watches to help fight crime throughout
the city.

He also wants the city to work
toward putting some reserves back into
the budget. “We're not there yet to be
able to do it. But we need to consider
it,” he said.

What is on the horizon and beyond
for Childersburg? Payne said one project
down the road is the replacement of the
Highway 280 bridge at the signal light
at the intersection. The bridge runs over
the railroad tracks below.

Traffic will have to be rerouted
through the city and the monuments
on U.S. 280 at the intersection will have
to be moved, he said. There is no time
schedule for this federal project.

The city is working to upgrade its
senior citizens center and did work on
it in 2015. “Our budget doesn’t leave
us with much money to work with,”
Payne said.

He hopes a sewer project can be com-
pleted in the Sadie Lee section of town,
and work is progressing in Pleasant
Valley.

Payne said the city has a new police
chief and new city clerk. “We have a
very confident and capable staff,” he
said.

Payne and Rich mentioned work-
ing on next year’s budget to perhaps
give city employees another raise. Both
agreed the council and mayor may not
always agree on issues, but they work

together to do what is best for the city.

“Of course the biggest challenge we
face each day is funding,” Payne said.

Rich said some projects he would like
to see worked on in the future include
developing a sports complex, some proj-
ects in the schools, cleanup efforts to
make the city more appealing and again
additional work on the industrial park.

Whisman said the city is constantly
working to attract more business and
industry to Childersburg. She sees the
biggest challenge as continuing to be
competition with other residents and
continued hurdles with the land donat-
ed by the government.

“The way to overcome these chal-
lenges is to be persistent and continue
to work with our state representatives to
promote industry in our city,” she said.

Rich and Payne see revenue as the
biggest challenge facing the city.

Rich said, “We also need EPA to
relax restrictions on the industrial park
land. Another challenge I see is citizen
apathy.”

The councilman wants to see more

community involvement and look at
how other cities have been successful
with some of their efforts.

Payne said he wants residents to
come to him if they have questions. I
will sit down and go over anything with
them. I want everyone to know every-
thing I do. I want to be upfront,” the
mayor said.

How to contact the mayor and council
Mayor James Payne,
256-404-0661, email paynejd@bellsouth.net;
Councilman Robert (Bubba) Cleckler,
205-515-3534, tkbubba@aol.com
Councilwoman Michele Whisman,
256-872-1302, Michele.mizzell45@gmail.com
Councilwoman Angesa Twymon,
256-872-1302, angmarbu@bellsouth.net
Councilman Billy Lester,
205-420-8781, billylester@me.com
Councilman Ralph Rich,
256-404-0411, bralphrich@att.net.

Want a revolutionary career in the continuing to grow Automotive Industry
here in the Southeast? New South Express offers opportunities to associates
who join the New South Express Team desiring to be a successful member of
the Automotive Industry in our facilities in Lincoln & Talladega, Alabama.

Established September 13th, 2000, NSE is a “Just In Time” Consolidation
Center servicing Honda Manufacturing of Alabama, with over 1 million
square feet of climate controlled and security protected Warehouse space
operating between (2) two locations, (1) located in Talladega and (1) located

Lincoln, Alabama.

NSE operates with Extensive Packaging, Sequencing, Shipping and Storage
Experience along with the capability of complete Labeling/RF Scanning/

Inventory Control and EDI Capability.

NSE offers not only Warehouse Operation opportunities for associates but
also offers opportunities for qualified truck drivers with Local, Short and
Long Haul Transportation Service opportunities in North America with Yard
Spotting Service opportunities along with provided Expedite Service, just
minutes from 1-20, 55 miles from Birmingham, 107 miles from Atlanta, GA

and 90 miles from Montgomery.

NSE Mailing Address
P.O. Box 824
Lincoln, Alabama 35096
Main Phone Number: (205) 355-8200

NSE (Lincoln Site) Honda
249-B Clover Road
Lincoln, Alabama 35096
(205) 355-8200

NSE (Talladega Site)
200 Homer Road
Talladega, Alabama 35160
(256) 362-1202

For Warehouse opportunities, contact

Elwood Staffing at (256) 362-1952.
For Transportation opportunities contact

CPC Logistics at (205) 763-1565.
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State of Sylacauga city government

By DENISE SINCLAIR

Home staff writer

SYLACAUGA -- The mayor and
the majority of city council members
believe the Marble City has started off
2016 on a strong note.

Mayor Doug Murphree said the city
is able to provide services to its citizens
that they expect and deserve. “While
our revenue stream is not increasing as
rapidly as it was prior to 2008 we see a
slight increase each year. Although we
are not able to do all the things we need

Iél)lgxgr Rocky Lucas
Murphree
Billy Carden Shannon
Darhy
Tom Robers Joe Hogan

to do we seem to be holding our own
as far as our basic needs are concerned,”
he said.

Council President Rocky Lucas said
he believes the city has started off
strong, but there is always room for
improvement. He said revenues appear
to be creeping up, and that is a good
indicator.

“It shows improvement in the econ-
omy and is a direct reflection of our
business owners’ resilience to stand-
fast even in the worst of times. That
is something that definitely deserves
recognition. Over $6 million of $13
million yearly budget is generated from
sales tax and without people willing to
open businesses in our city, that simply
would not be the case. The business
community is the backbone of our city.
Also, the employees of the city deserve
recognition. From the city clerk’s offices
collecting business licenses to the var-
ious other departments staying within
their budget and keeping excess spend-
ing to a minimum,” Lucas said.

Councilman Billy Carden doesn’t see
the city starting off the year on a positive
note. In fact, he said he would describe
the state of the city as “very poor. We
haven't gotten anything done.”

Councilman Joe Hogan said after
three plus years of overcoming obsta-
cles, the city is poised to see some great
advancements and much needed pro-
gression over the next four years.

Councilman Tom Roberts said he
has seen “a lot of positives” in the busi-
ness community with a handful of new
businesses now open in the downtown
area and several more new businesses in
the works that should open this year.

“We've had  several established
businesses have complete makeovers -
Arby’s and Huddle House, and a new
MainStreet Urgent Family Care coming
in February to Highway 280. Another
positive, the relocation of the Sylacauga
City Schools Central Office to down-
town has already paid dividends in
increased every day traffic in the down-
town shopping district,” Roberts said.

Councilman Shannon Darby believes
the city is on the move. “Our downtown
is improving and growing. We have a

new coffee shop, the board of education
and a few more businesses, which will
attract travelers to visit our downtown
and shop. Also on Highway 280, we
have the MainStreet Urgent Family
Center coming and Little Caesars relo-
cating at a main intersection. All will
play a major part in growth. We are
always working to bring new business
and industry to the city.”

On what was accomplished in
Sylacauga in 2015,
Murphree said Heritage
Plastics and Atlas Roofing
expanded their operations
in the city while New
Technologies  Fertilizer
started operations.

One long-time issue
in the city got resolved,
Murphree  said. “We

secured a grant from the

“Our downtown
is improving and
growing. We
have a new coffee
shop, the board
of education and

our board of education. The extension
has allowed the board to accomplish
many capital improvements necessary
to ensure our school system is one of the
best in the state.

“The second accomplishment that
stands out is Sunday alcohol sales. As
I have said in the past Sunday alcohol
sales is so much bigger than being
able to purchase alcohol on Sunday.
It is a tool that is being used for eco-
nomic development, in
turn increasing the reve-
nue stream in Sylacauga,”
Lucas said.

Hogan pointed out the
city started getting its stra-
tegic and comprehensive
plan updated, which he
said is vital to the city’s

long term progress.
“We have worked hard

state to demolish the old a few more on building a new multi-
East Highland school in use complex and have
building. This project Whtljéjhs W?IISSa%tSr’aC’[ never been closer. We have

should be completed with-
in the next 90 days. Also,
we hired an engineering
firm to complete a paving
evaluation which allows us
to prioritize our streets to
be paved. We also did a
study on a proposed sports
complex on Highway 280 and the site
where our existing sports complex is
located,” he said.

Carden said he saw very few accom-
plishment for the city in 2015 and
expects even fewer in 2016.

“We needed streets paved, we needed
a solution for the animal shelter and
our street lights need repairing. We
did very little in 2015 and until we
get more funding to work with, we are
not going to be able to do anything in
2016,” Carden said. “Nothing is going
to change. We've got to get some addi-
tional taxes, and I know people don’t
want to hear that. But we need revenue
to do projects in this city.”

Lucas said there are two accom-
plishments that really stand out for
him in 2015. “Both were voted on by
the citizens of Sylacauga. The first is
the extension of the ad valorem tax for

travelers to visit
our downtown
and shop.”

used tax incentive oppor-
tunities to bring in several
new businesses. We have
an official road evaluation
now and can start putting a
financial plan together for
a paving project. We were
able to have an election
that allowed for Sunday alcohol sales.
This will create and help us in bringing
in some new restaurants. We initiated
and finished projects related to city
hall and Sylacauga High School. We
have worked hard to develop some 280
property and we are looking at a fourth
version of a shopping center contract
which could include restaurants, enter-
tainment and small amphitheater. We
have approved improvements to some
of our street corners, light poles, and
traffic lights,” Hogan said.

Roberts said he was more than a bit
disappointed in what city government
accomplished in 2015. “T felt like we
had a number of opportunities to make
lasting and positive differences in sever-
al areas of concern,” he said.

Roberts said hopefully with it being

See Sylacauga, Page 8A

SYLACAUGA
UTILITIES
BOARD

The Sylacauga Utilities Board is committed to providing state-of-the-art utility service for our community.
SUB serves over 12,000 customers in Sylacauga and the surrounding area. We provide electrical,
natural gas, internet, water, and waste water services. If you have questions about services available
in your area, please let us know how we can assist you.

Business Office
301 N. Elm Avenue
256.249.8501
After Hours 256.245.6402

Operations Center
1414 Edwards Street
256.249.0372
After Hours 256.245.6402

The
Electric
Department

The
Gas
Department

Waste Treatment Depl.

The
Water
Department

Telecom Dept.

000196480r1
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an election year, “we will feel the urgency necessary
to act on a number of important matters. On a more
positive note, our local school system, following the
guide of their excellent strategic plan, is continuing
to pay dividends in the form of modern facilities and
improvements in the quality of education we are offer-
ing our young citizens. It’s exciting to watch what is
happening.”

Darby said the city’s school system in 2015 has
gone above and beyond to give Sylacauga’s youth the
tools they need to compete with other cities. “With
the right essentials, our students will be educated with
excellence, therefore they will always give their best,”
Darby said.

He also said the administration had also evaluated
its streets for paving and hired more police officers and
firefighters, which will keep citizens safer and allow the
city to operate effectively.

Murphree, when looking forward into 2016, said
the city has started the process to update its compre-
hensive and strategic plans.

“Working with East Alabama Planning Commission
and a number of our citizens, we hope to plan for
the growth of Sylacauga for the next several years. A
paving project is a must for 2016,” Murphree said.
“We should be able to begin the process of making a
sports facility a reality. A new road from Alabama 21
to our existing sports fields and connect to Highway
511 could possibly begin. Through the TAP grant we
received, we will make lighting and sidewalk improve-
ments to Broadway in front of city hall.”

Lucas said he doesn’t promise anything for the com-
ing year, because he is only one voting member of the
council. “There must be a majority vote to accomplish
anything. There are several things I would hope the
council come come to an agreement on and get done
for the city.”

Hogan wants to see everything the council started
working on in 2015 completed in 2016. “The last
council left us with a huge budget deficit in our first
year that took us two years to overcome. That chal-
lenge had to be overcome just to get us to where we
are now,” he said.

The councilman said the city is in a good position
to see improvements. “We have goals, evaluations, cost
projections, and drawings in place for several things to
help improve the quality of life, but we do face a huge
obstacle -- money,” Hogan said.

Roberts said the city has started updating its com-
prehensive and strategic plans. “If we do more to
engage the community in the process and do more
than simply go through the motions, it can pay huge
dividends in so many ways. It is so much easier to
succeed when you have concrete plans to guide the
process, especially when the citizens actually buy into
those plans because they helped develop them and start
the process of putting them into action.”

The city school system will continue improving in
2016, Darby predicted. The city will also pave streets
and has not ruled out a sports complex with more
planning, he added. “This is a great project and others
will continue to be on the horizon.”

For the future, Murphree said over the next two
to three years he would like to see the city complete
a sizeable paving project, complete a first class multi-
use sports facility, complete an indoor aquatic center
and complete a connector road from Alabama 21 to
Highway 511.

Lucas said there are many things he would like to
see done down the road.

“The demolition of East Highland School has been
a work in progress for some time and will soon be
completed. Also, the Streetscape project which was
started some time back and completed from First to
Third Street will be extended to Fourth Street. This
will improve the aesthetics of the block on which the
municipal complex and the ever-growing B.B. Comer
Memorial Library sit. The things I would like to see
started in 2016 from a bricks and mortar perspective
are a street paving project, a recreation facility and
increased retail development. Street paving is some-
thing that has to be done. A recreation facility has
been a hot topic of conversation for a long time in
Sylacauga, nearly two decades. We are closer to making
what some have called a dream, a reality,” he said.

Lucas added, “I think it is important that we keep
pushing forward with this target in mind. Sometimes
I believe our priorities are in the wrong order when it
comes to a recreation facility. Many have stated, ‘think
how much revenue would be generated by people
coming from out of town to our complex.” While this
may be true, it is my belief we should build a facility
which best fits the needs of the citizens of Sylacauga
both young and old. Next, retail development. As I
mentioned earlier, nearly half of our budget is gener-
ated by sales tax. Without sales tax, the city will falter.
We have prime property on 280 which is an attraction
for developers. The issue we have encountered is, these
developers ask the city to take all the risks associated
with development, something I personally am not
in favor of. The city has an outstanding commercial
development authority that does a great job with our
downtown area. We have been funding the CDA since
we took office,” Lucas said.

The biggest challenge Carden sees for the city must
overcome 1s funding. “If you don't have it, you cant
spend it. There is just no way to do anything without
money,” he said.

Hogan said the city has to find more revenue when
looking to the future. “Our revenues do not increase
at the rate of our expenses. Even with cost cutting
measures in place, we still cannot keep up. We have
to be creative with our investments and think outside
the box as to how we can generate more revenue. We
learn many ways, and get new ideas, at the conferences
we go to. Other cities, and their accomplishments are
a huge resource. We have to continue to get all the
resources we can, take what they are doing and do it
here,” he said.

Roberts said there are a handful of major projects
on the drawing board for the city that can contribute
to the local economy in the form of new jobs for local
citizens.

He said, “It will also enhance our quality of life
through new and better shopping, dining and enter-
tainment opportunities.”

In facing the future, Murphree said the city’s biggest
and most obvious challenge in making these projects
become reality is funding.

“With our present funding stream it will be diffi-
cult to make our list of wishes come true,” the mayor

File photo

More than $6 million of the city’s $13 million budget is generated from sales taxes, and “without
people willing to open businesses in our city, that simply would not be the case,” according to
Sylacauga officials. “The business community is the backbone of our city.”

File photo

The city school system is expected to continue improving in 2016. The city will also pave streets
and has not ruled out building a sports complex.

said. “The challenge is looking at ways to increase city

revenues.” How to contact the mayor and council members
Lucas agreed with the mayor saying the city’s largest

hurdle with any of the projects mentioned is revenue. Doug Murphree, 256-401-2434, 256-267-7754
“Sylacauga has managed to maintain a very good dmurphree@sylacaugaal.gov.

credit rating and should have no problem borrowing Council President Rocky Lucas, 256-249-8792

capital. However, as things stand right now, the city 205-937-2341, lucasm@charter.net.

doesn’t have the revenue to pay the debt back,” Lucas Councilman Joe Hogan, 256-369-1194,

said. 205-585-5449, joechogan1969@gmail.com.

The councilman said such challenges will be tough to
overcome but not impossible.

“With 2016 being an election year, we must stay
the course and not make decisions based on whether or
not we will be re-elected. The decisions made this year
as with any year must be what is best for Sylacauga,”
Lucas said.

Roberts said while the proposed projects he spoke of

are technically outside the control of local government

and community, some things will help enhance the value

of Sylacauga. “We have to be ready to take advantage of

opportunities when they arrive. That includes making

our community more attractive to investment in the UDGE OF PRO BATE
forms of industry, tourism, business and new housing

to help rebuild the community of mid-management to ST- CLAI R cou NTY

executive and professional personnel that actually live

in Sylacauga. That aspect of the community once drove 1815 Cogwell Ave., Suite 212

our community to greatness, and we need to rebuild it Pell City, Alabama 35125

now more than ever,” he said. ’
To do this, he said community involvement in plan- Phone (205) 338-9449

ning and implementation is necessary for growth. “We Fax (205) 884-1182

must identify and enhance our assets while we address

our shortcomings. Such a combination can and will pay P.O. Box 220

dividends in creating and taking advantage of opportu- Ashville. AL 35953

nities for progress,” Roberts said. ’ g
Darby believes the city can overcome its challenges, if Phone (205) 594-2120 g

there are any, with strategic planning. “We can overcome Fax (205) 594-2125 g

any obstacle. We can always seek more ways to generate

revenue by recruiting industry and not increasing taxes. fEmail: mbowlin g @St .clairco.com

We can also seek more grant monies,” he said.

CHILDERSBURG TRUCK SERVICE, INC.
& CHILDERSBURG NAPA AUTO PARTS

Dump Bodies | Lift Axles | Heavy Duty Truck Parts & Tools | Quality Used Trucks
33790 US HWY 280 East P.0.DRAWERT CHILDERSBURG, AL 35044

CTS PHONE: 256-378-3101 SERVICE FAX:  256-378-0346 PARTS MGR:  RICKY BLACK
NAPA PHONE:  256-378-3011 OWNER: ROBERT GOINS ~ OFFICE MGR: ~ VANDA WALLACE
AR/AP FAX: 256-378-5660 GEN MGR: ROGER JUSTICE

WWW.CHILDERSBURG-TRUCK.COM
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St. Clair county shows growth each decade

By GARY HANNER

Home staff writer

Over the past four decades, St. Clair
County has seen population growth reach
32 percent — each decade.

In the 1970s, there were almost 28,000
people living in the county. According to
the latest census, there were 86,697 people
living in St. Clair County as of 2014.

While St. Clair County is seeing a rapid
growth percentage, statewide is only at nine
percent growth each decade.

Leading the county in the right direction
through tﬁe years is the St. Clair County
Commission.

According to Commission Chairman
Paul Manning, St. Clair County began 2016
strongly and aggressively. He said budgetary
revenues projected are coming in as expected
and their current projects are on schedule for
completion.

“This commission has set a goal to
prepare our county for economic growth,
and there are two factors that are important
to us,” Manning said. “First, we want our
county infrastructure to be better than the
average. With the hard winter
conditions of the past two
years, many of our county
roads have suffered damage
due to the harsh conditions.
In order to continue to bring
economic growth to this
county, we feel it is important
to improve the county roads
that run through our coun-
ty and cides. Our citizens
deserve good roads to travel.
We are committed to that.”

Manning also said debt on
prior road projects will be paid in full in
three and a half years.

“This commuission has pledged a pay-as-
you go approach to maintain county roads,
keeping the county from additional debt,”
Manning said. “This commission is excited
about the debt free approach and maintain-
ing safer roads for the citizens of St. Clair
County.”

Manning said the commission has set
a goal to provide jobs for St. Clair County
citizens.

“Working with the St. Clair County
Economic Development Council, job fairs
have been and will continue to be held
for our residents,” Manning said. “Three
job fairs have already been offered; two on
the I-20 Corridor, and one on the I-59
Corridor. Jobs are offered on the spot,
further lowering the already low unemploy-
ment rate in the county.”

Manning said the St. Clair County EDC
is working with existing business/industries
to expand, creating more jobs, and new
projects are also in the works.

“There were over 200 new manufactur-
ing jobs announced in 2015,” Manning
said. “These new job announcements, com-
bined with the growth in the healthcare and
retail sector, led to over 500 job openings
reported by our local employers. Because
of the large number of job openings, the
county commission felt it was important
to partner with the city of Ashville, the
EDC, Jefferson State Community College,

“One of the main
focuses for 2016
will be to provide
skilled workers for
our businesses
and industries.”

local employers, and all the chambers of
commerce along the 1-20 corridor to host
two separate career expos. Almost 500 job
seekers attended these two successful events.
This commission always works hard to form
partnerships that lead to opportunities for all
our citizens to be employed.”

Manning said in 2015, the most report-
ed problems from citizens were about
the conditions of roads. To address this
problem, Manning said ATRIP (Alabama
Transportation  Rehabilitation  and
Improvement Program) projects were being
completed and continued into 2016.

“During 2015, the commission, county
engineer, department heads, press and oth-
ers took a bus tour to evaluate the repairs
needed to roads,” Manning said. “We saw
firsthand a new micro-surfacing treatment
being used to make road repairs. As a result,
many county roads were placed on a priority
list for resurfacing. That project started in
2015 and continues using local funds from
the county fuel tax.”

Other accomplishments Manning noted
that took place in 2015 included:

* The St. Clair County Commission
hired its own IT (Information
Technology) staff to address
technology issues and help
assist every agency in the
county. Manning said this has
proven to be a tme saving,
money saving step.

* “A project that is bring-
ing much satisfaction to our
citizens is the Animal Shelter
partnership with the City of
Pell City for the maintenance,
care and safety of animals
without additional cost to the
county budget,” Manning said. The shelter
serves a majority of the county.

* The Coosa Valley Water Supply District
has experienced success with a decrease in
the cost of water to the partner cities.

* The commission stands ready to assist
cities with their projects. A partnership with
Moody to bring retail to the county was
completed with the opening of Publix in
December.

“St. Clair County is one of the fastest
growing counties in the state,” Manning
said. “We are proud of this continuous
growth and are prepared to meet the chal-
lenges it brings. Of special note is the ser-
vice provided through our law enforcement
agencies in this county. Providing a safe
county and safe cities have been main focus-
es and they will continue to be.”

As 2016 enters its second month, the
commission looks forward to working with
all municipalities to bring services that are
beneficial to all residents, such as:

¢ Funding for road improvements from
the state through ATRIP will be completed
for the major connecting roads.

* The administration building renova-
tons in Ashville will also be completed,
providing more space and efficient service
for the county commission, revenue office,
IT department, and probate court/offices;

* Continued support of our Schools,
EDC, municipalities, and county agencies
will be evidenced as the economy continues
to grow. Manning said the commission

Gary Hanner/The Daily Home

Members of the St. Clair County Commission are, from left, Tommy Bowers,
Jimmy Roberts, Chairman Paul Manning, Jeff Brown and Ken Crowe.

stands ready to assist every department in
any way possible.

“One of the main focuses for 2016
will be to provide skilled workers for our
businesses and industries,” Manning said.
“Currently, our unemployment rate is 4.8
percent, which is one of the lowest in the
state.  Employers expanding or coming
for the first time need workers who are
available. We will be closely looking at the
job market and working with the EDC to
provide training opportunities whether in
the school systems or the public sector to
assist those needing training if requested.
The commission always provides help with
projects in the cities.” Manning said proj-
ects on the horizon that are budgeted for
2016 include the Forever Wild project in
Springville, Canoe Creek Park near Ashville
and the major road projects using local
funds.

As for challenges that stand in the way,
Manning said the rapid growth that comes
with a 32 percent population increased over
the past decade.

“Lack of skilled workers also presents
challenges,” Manning said. “Unsatisfactory
weather conditions present challenges to
major road projects as well.”

Manning said his first term on the coun-
ty commission began in 1977. “Governing
bodies never know what challenges there

will be,” he said. “I have never seen a time
when the commission, department heads
and local agencies did not come together
and meet the challenges presented to us.
Depending on the particular time and the
challenge, we will meet it and we will pro-
vide for our county and her people. It always
has been and it will continue.”

The St. Clair County Commission
meets the second Tuesday of each month
in Ashville at 9 a.m. and the fourth Tuesday
of each month in Pell City at 9 a.m. Its pri-
mary address is 165 5th Avenue, Suite 100
Ashville, AL 35953. The phone number
is 205-594-2100. Fax number is 205-594-
2110.

Paul Manning is Chairman of the
County Commission. He can be reached at
205-812-9636 or pmanning@stclairco.com.

Jeff Brown is commissioner for

District 1. He can be reached at

205-365-3896 or jbrown@stclairco.com.
Ken Crowe is commissioner for
District 2. He can be reached at

205-365-5114 or kcrowe@stclairco.com.

Tommy Bowers is commissioner for

District 3. He can be reached at

205-753-8246 or thowers@stclairco.com.

Jimmy Roberts is commissioner for
District 4. He can be reached at
205-505-9494.

Balanced budget No. 1 responsihility

By GARY HANNER

Home staff writer

Senator Jim
McClendon retired from
his private practice upon
beginning his first term in
the Alabama Legislature in
2002. Senator McClendon
served three terms in the
House of Representatives
and now serves Senate
District 11, which includes
St. Clair, Talladega and
Shelby counties.

When asked to describe
the state of Alabama gov-
ernment at the start of
2016, McClendon said
based on information
discussed in state budget
hearings last month, state
agencies are providing the
essential services.

“We are doing okay,”
McClendon said. “Finances
are still uppermost in our
minds.”

McClendon said he
believes it will be a strug-
gle financially as lawmakers
prepare next year’s budget.

“We are currently hold-
ing our own without rais-
ing widespread taxes,” he
said.

When asked what
McClendon thought about
the major issues the legisla-
ture will deal with this ses-
sion, he said it will definite-
ly be balancing the budget.

“Our number one
responsibility is having a
balanced budget,” he said.
“We've just held hearings
on needs.”

McClendon gave exam-
ples of what some agencies
are asking for.

¢ Medicaid adminis-
trators have requested for
$157 million more than

the level at which the pro-
gram was funded last year.
¢ Prisons have asked for
an additional $18 million.
¢ The Alabama Law
Enforcement  Agency
(ALEA) has asked for an
additional $23 million.

“I would be surprised
if they get what they ask
for,” McClendon said. “I
have a meeting with the
Department  of

Moody and Springyville.
More municipalities may
vote on Sunday alcohol in
2016, the senator said.
“The main thing we
accomplished in 2015 was
creating a balanced budget,
and avoiding a widespread
tax increase’ McClendon
said.
The senator is sponsor-
ing a Senate bill proposing
a constitution-

Transportation,
and they are
seeking an addi-
tional tax on gas-
oline somewhere
around  10-12
cents per gallon.
I think the legis-

lature will have a

al amendment
implementing a
state lottery “on
behalf and for
the benefit of the
state,” if approved
by voters.

R e .
Alan Harper

very difficult time

(R-Northport)

raising any type of Sen. Jim will sponsor the
taxes. | have heard Mclendon bill in the House.
from several of my McClendon,
constituents who who said in

are opposed to the gas tax.
I do know that St. Clair
County recently had an
increase of 4 cents on a
gallon.”

When asked if he had
plans to introduce any local
legislation, McClendon
said he had not, as of late
January, had any of the
county commissioners or
any mayors throughout his
district request that any
local bills be proposed.

A local  measure
McClendon proposed last
year was to allow munici-
palities in St. Clair County
to have a referendum to
have the opportunity to
vote on Sunday alcohol
sales.

Municipalities  that
voted in favor of Sunday
alcoholsalesin2015 includ-
ed Pell City, Riverside,

a news conference that
he frequently hears peo-
ple talking about driving
to neighboring states to
buy lottery tickets. “They
cannot understand why
Alabama doesn’t offer what
44 other states in America
offer, and that is the oppor-
tunity to have your own
lottery. This bill will give
them the chance to express
themselves.”
He added that his lot-
bill would not cre-
ate a “back door opening”
to bring casino gambling
to Alabama. “We spent a
great deal of time to make
it so that this bill is a lottery
bill and nothing else.”
McClendon said he
hopes the measure could
be on the general election

ballot in November.
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Industrial growth to continue in Talladega County

By Chris Norwood
Home Staff Writer

Industrial growth continued in
Talladega County in 2015 and is
expected to continue into the com-
ing year, according to Economic
Development Authority Executive
Director Calvin Miller.

In Talladega, the Virginia
Transportation facility on Ironaton
Road was one of the major devel-
opments of the past year. Virginia
Transportation is investing $2.5 mil-
lion at the cite, and will employ 53
people at full capacity.

“Theyll be taking Hondas from
the plant in Lincoln and putting them
on CSX rail cars,” Miller explained.
CSX will operate the yard, creating
additional jobs and capital investment,
although Miller did not have these
figures readily at hand.

Just outside the city, “MTek is
still expanding,” he continued. “They
have 400 employees now and will
have 500 by the end of the year. They
purchased a speculative building (in

the industrial park) a while back, and

they're still adding on to that also.”

Adas Roofing located in Sylacauga
in April or May of the past year, man-
ufacturing calcium carbonate based
webbing and employing 50 people as
this article was being written. “They've
already opened up another lane, and
they're training people for that expan-
sion now,” Miller said.

Heritage Plastics also announced
a major expansion this year, investing
$13 million and adding five jobs.
“Theyve expanded every year since
they've been here,” Miller said.

And of course the other big news
in Sylacauga was the reopening of
the Bluebell Creameries plant after a
national contamination scare. “They
had 300 employees before the closure,
and 262 of them are already back at
work,” Miller said. “So all but less
than 40 are back at work, but I don’t
know yet how long those will be out.
I know next year they are planning on
finishing out their expansion. It was
already under way when they closed,
but it should get back under way again
in 2016.”

Meanwhile, in

Childersburg,

Project Keystone has just renewed
its option on 125 acres of industrial
property there.

“Theyve done all the basework,
but their next step is going to depend
on the subsidies from Europe,” Miller
explained. The renewed option
extends to July 30, 2017. Whenever
the project does go forward, it will
involve a $100 million capital invest-
ment and create in the neighborhood
of 125 new jobs, depending on the
size of the operation.

The company buys trees and turns
them into pellets, which are in turn
loaded into train cars, sent to the
coast, and then carried by ship across
the Adantic Ocean. Once in Europe,
the pellets are burned for relatively
clean fuel.

“Their ‘wood basket is also in our
area, which is one of the reasons they
decided to locate here,” he added.

Scot Industries, located just outside
the Talladega Industrial Park, is also
planning an expansion, which will
involve a $5 million capital investment
and create 10 to 15 new jobs making
tubing for hydraulic systems.

Miller also pointed out the New Fertlizer Technology
pilot plant in Sylacauga has created two jobs so far, making
polymer coated fertilizer for farmers in the former Marvin:
Building. That industry will likely be expanding this year

File photo

A multi-million-dollar rail hub is being constructed by CSX to distribute Honda vehicles across the
nation. Honda's transfer facility will employ about 30 employees to run day-to-day operations.

SLCLAIR
COUNTY
COMMISSION

165 5th Ave., Suite 100, Ashville, AL 35953
PHONE: 205-594-2100
FAX: 205-594-2110

Left to right:

District One Commissioner Jeff Brown,
District Two Commissioner Ken Crowe,
Chairman Paul Manning,

District Three Commissioner Tommy Bowers and
District Four Commissioner Jimmy Roberts

Your progressive St. Clair County Commission
is working every day to improve our county, pro-
vide more jobs for our citizens (even though we
already have the 3rd lowest unemployment rate
in the state,) improve the infrastructure of roads
and bridges, and make our county a better place
to rear our children.

The Commission holds regular meetings on the second
Tuesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in the
Administrative Center Courthouse Annex #1 in
Ashville and on the fourth Tuesday of each month at
9:00 a.m. in the Courthouse in Pell City.

Work Sessions and Commission Meetings are
Always Open to The Public.
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Shelby:
Senator

By BUDDY ROBERTS

Special Projects Editor

U.S. Sen. Richard
Shelby has said that while
he believes the economy
has improved, people are
still “nervous and frus-
trated” about it.

“As 1 travel the state
and look at surveys
around
the nation
that we in
Alabama
are part of,
I find that a
lot of peo-
ple are still
very anxious

“I'm fighting
for America to
look more like

Alabama.”

‘Stop tinkering with the Second Amendment’

calls for protectio

should pause and think
about. I worry about
our standing abroad with
people in the rest of the
world. There once was
a lot of respect and fear
of America’s military
and economic power.
That has eroded, espe-
cially during the past
seven years. Look at the
Middle East.
Look at the
Russians
under

Putin. They
don’t respect
or fear

America,
and thats a

about  the dangerous
uncertainty trend.”

of the econo- President
my,” he said. Obama’s

“They’re talking about it.
They should be talking
about it. Theyre won-
dering what kind of lead-
ership America is going
to have, and they’re hop-
ing for something better.”

America still retains
the biggest economy in
the world, Shelby said,
but that no longer means
what it once did.

“We produce more
goods and services than
any nation in the world,
and we are the richest
nation in the world. But
there is something that

forelgn policy, as outlined
in last month’s State of
the Union address, “has
spawned a lot of this,”
the senator said, calling it
“another political speech
full of empty rhetoric
that offered no real solu-
tions to the issues facing
American families and
businesses each day.”

The president, he
added, “is poised to
leave behind a legacy of
failed policies that have
damaged our econo-
my and made America
weaker across the globe.

deserved to hear from the
president about his real,
comprehensive plan to
defeated ISIS and radical
Islamic terrorism. They
also deserved to hear that
he will not circumvent
Congress, unilaterally
infringe on law-abid-
ing American’s Second
Amendment rights
or allow thousands of
improperly vetted Syrian
refugees into our nation.”

Shelby  supported
Sen. Ted Cruz State
Refugee Security Act
aimed at amending
the Immigration and
Nationality Act to allow
states’ governors to reject
plans to resettle refugees,
which he said Democrats
have kept from coming
up for debate.

“I definitely believe
governors have the right
to say whether refugees
should be allowed to
resettle in their states. 1
absolutely oppose bring-
ing Syrian refugees into
this country and believe
that we must immediate-
ly haltit. We simply can-
not trust this administra-
tion to put in place the
rigorous vetting system
needed to ensure that
the refugees who enter
our nation will not be
future threats to our way

1 of gun ownership rights

every person in America

The American people

of life.”

Johnson helieves the state
of Alabama is in better shape

Submitted photo

Rep. Ronald Johnson, speaking to House members during the 2015 leg-

islative session.

By DENISE SINCLAIR

Home staff writer

State Rep. Ron Johnson (R-Sylacauga)
believes the state of Alabama is in better
shape at the start of this year than it was
the previous year.

“The Legislature supplied the finances
for Medicaid and others that would have
been detrimental to the state had that
funding not been provided.
But we've got a tough time
coming up this year, too,”
Johnson said.

The representative said
state government is still
going to be short on money
and unless funding is found
that means a cut in services
for the people.

“Weve got to find a way
to fund programs especially
for the elderly,” he said.

Johnson said Medicaid
officials have said the agency needs $156
million more from the state this year to
provide the same services to its more than
1 million clients.

One issue Johnson believes will be
much talked about is a state lottery. “I
think you will see the Legislature vote on
a lottery. Surveys were run on a state lot-
tery and 80 percent of the Republican leg-
islators and 90 percent of the Democrats
want to vote on it,” he said.

The statewide lottery is seeing support
on both sides of the aisle, he said.

One proposed bill out of committee,
Johnson explained, would make state
department heads more accountable for
the funding they receive.

Another piece of legislation, he said,
is to help taxpayers with small businesses
with a tax credit to be provided by legis-
lators.

Right-to-work legislation, he believes
can be changed this session without a
constitutional amendment.

Johnson said the School Security Task

Force is working to find funding for

“We’ve got to
find a way to
fund programs,
especially for
the elderly.”

schools that can't afford added security.
Some schools, he said, dont have locks
and doors that are secured to make sure
no one can get into a school building.
“Poor school systems can’t afford this.
We've got to find a way to award them
some funding for this.”

Another education bill, the represen-
tative says is coming up this legislative
session is consideration of a 3 percent pay
increase for teachers in K-12
and the two-year college
system. The pay increase
would not be for four-year
colleges, superintendents or
principals.

On any local legisla-
tion he may be proposing,
Johnson said the local gov-
ernments ask him to spon-
sor bills. So far, all he has
been requested to look at
is local legislation for a vote
for Sunday alcohol sales
by Childersburg and complaints from
Lincoln perhaps passing legislation on
lanterns that were evident at the last race
at Talladega Superspeedway in 2015.

“There are some that want these lan-
terns banned because of their capability
to cause fires for campers, farmers and
other damages,” Johnson said.

The state representative introduced
several bills in last year’s session including
Sunday alcohol sales votes in Sylacauga
and Oak Grove. He also introduced leg-
islation regarding Lincoln’s police juris-
diction and costs for construction by
farmers.

The one issue that continues to con-
cern Johnson is funding for Medicaid.

“It is still not funded properly. If the
Legislature hadnt given additional fund-
ing to the program, there would have
been a 10 to 12 percent cut in beds and
services in nursing homes. There was not
enough money to pay for that, but it got
fixed, and funding remains an issue this
year,” he said.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Sen. Richard Shelby visited Eissmann Automotive in Pell City during his
annual tour of Alabama counties.

Acknowledging  that
many Alabama residents
are upset about what he
described as “President
Obama’s plans to cir-
cumvent Congress and
attempt to restrict the
constitutional right of
the American people to
keep and bear arms,”
Shelby said he supports
development of a “super
database” to manage gun
buying and registration.

“Criminal  offend-
ers, would-be terrorists
and mentally-challenged
individuals do not need
a gun, period. If we
could get local, state and
federal officials to work
together — they often say
they do, but they dont
always — it could keep
guns from falling into the
wrong hands, cut down
on gun violence and
still protect the Second
Amendment.”

Late last month,
Attorney General Loretta
Lynch testified before the
Senate  Appropriations
Subcommittee on
Commerce, Justice and
Science, which over-
sees funding for the
Department of Justice.
Shelby serves as the sub-
committee’s chairman.

“I asked the attorney
general if the Second
Amendment is as import-
ant as the First. Or the

Fifth. Or the 10th. Or
the 14th. She said ‘yes.’
But if the administra-
tion believes that, why
do they keep tinkering
with it From amnesty to
gun control, none of the
executive actions...from
the president would have
prevented recent tragic
events in our nation. The
president, who wants
America to look more like
Chicago, should know
better than anyone that
disarming law-abiding
Americans will do noth-
ing more than empower
criminals. I'm fighting
for America to look more
like Alabama. I am an
advocate of the Second
Amendment, and I want
to protect it.”

Shelby, who  has
served in the Senate since
1986, is seeking reelec-
tion to a sixth term and
faces opposition in the
Republican  primary
election. He serves as
chairman of the Senate
Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs Committee
and as a member of
the Appropriations
Committee and the
Committee on Rules and
Administration.

He has declined to
endorse a specific can-
didate  seeking  the
Republican presidential
nomination, saying that

“any of them — including
those who have dropped
out already — would be
better than the leader-
ship we have now. The
American people are sick
and tired of this pres-
ident’s blatant disregard
for the Constitution
and policies that pri-
oritize what is best for
Washington over what is
best for America.”

How to contact
Sen. Shelby

Regional Office
1800 5th Avenue North
321 Federal Building
Birmingham, AL 35203
Telephone: (205) 731-1384
Fax: (205) 731-1386
Washington
304 Russell Senate
Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Telephone: (202) 224-5744
Fax: (202) 224-3416
To email, visit
www.shelby.senate.gov

o Industrial General Contractor * Hydraulic Crane Available ® Equipment Rental

Our products are built to last — all thanks to a dedication to quality and
service. It's what we believe in. It’s what drives us. Guess you could say
it’s what we hang our hard hats on.

GreAS T ON

CONSTIRUCITION

1119 Old Fayetteville Rd

No Job Too Big, No Job Too Small.

o Star Metal Buildings Authorized Dealer *Plant Maintenance

 Millwright Service ®Machinery Installation *Industrial Construction
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St. Glair EDC seeks ‘to create jobs, increase
wealth and improve the quality of life’

By GARY HANNER

Home staff writer

The St. Clair County
Economic Development
Council has been instru-
mental in shaping the
county during the past 15
years, making it one of the
most desirable counties in
which to work and live.

Don Smith, the EDC’s
executive
director, said

he said. “The expo was
a wonderful success with
400 job seekers connect-
ing with over 40 employ-
ers. A similar partnership
between the St Clair
County Commission, city
of Ashville, and the EDC
allowed for another job fair
to take place in Ashville. St.
Clair County Commission
Chairman Paul Manning

has stated a

number  of

St. Clair « . times  that
has one of | believe they  want
the lowest will see more every  cit-
unemploy-  pgreer training " here
ment  rates . to have the
in the sace  PFOGrams inthe  opporcunicy
at 4.8 per- high schools and for employ-
cent, and it in the private meISlt.”h 4
has new con- mith sai
struction  in sector. As more 2015  also

almost every

people being

showcased

community. {0 retire in the tf%e illignment
“Our of education-
larger  local workforce, these 7“0 e
employers programS_ will be with region-
-~ Unipres, of the h|ghest '2111 Woiikforce
Eissmann, i ” emands.
Carrison |mportance. “Both
Steel  and school  sys-
Real Alloy -- tems in St
announced Clair County

200 new jobs last year, and
almost every employer that
we surveyed either main-
tained their employment
level or increased their staff
last year,” Smith said.

In looking back at
2015, Smith said sever-
al accomplishments were
made.

“Last year was the
first time all chambers of
commerce along 1-20 --
Leeds, Moody, Pell City
and Talladega -- worked
together with the county
commission and the EDC
on an area Career Expo,”

are moving in
this direction,” Smith said.
“But Dr. Michael Barber
and Dr. Kim Williams
with the Pell City School
System have really made
huge strides by partner-
ing with Jefferson State
Community College and
our local employers. They
have created a clear path
towards employment by
preparing students for spe-
cific fields in healthcare
and manufacturing. Each
of these paths includes
additional opportunities
for future education and

Gary Hanner/The Daily Home

Staff members at the St. Clair County Economic Development Council are, from left, Don Smith,

Candice Hill, Jennifer Forman and Jason Roberts.

even better employment.”

Smith was also compli-
mentary about Leadership
St. Clair County.

“Leadership St. Clair
had its first alumni event in
2015 that gave nine years
of graduates to reconnect
and collaborate,” he said.
“This program continues
to be a great success and
an incredible asset to the
community.”

As for what lies ahead
on the horizon and the
involvement of the EDC,
Smith said workforce
development in St. Clair
County will continue to be

the focus.

“Jefferson State
Community College has
announced a $500,000
expansion at its Pell City
campus to accommodate
its incredible nursing
program as it continues
to grow,” Smith said. “I
believe will see more career
training programs in the
high schools and in the
private sector. As more
people being to retire in
the workforce, these pro-
grams will be of the high-
est importance.”

Smith noted that retail
and housing will continue

to gain strength as new
investments continue at
The Shoppes at Grand
River in Leeds, the new
Publix at The Village
at  Moody, Odenville’s
Highway 174 exit, Pell
City’s Bankhead Crossing,
and the Springyville Station
Retail Center and Sports
Park.

The St. Clair County
EDC is located on the
third floor of Jeff State
Community College. The
address is 500 College
Circle, Suite 306, Pell City,
AL 35125. Its telephone
number is 205-814-1440,

and the fax number is
205-814-1441.

Don Smith can be
reached at
205-473-9925 or
dsmith@stclairedc.com
Jason Roberts can be
reached at
205-281-0998 or jrob-
erts@stclairedc.com
Candice Hill can be
reached at
205-370-9142 or chill@
stclairedc.com
Jennifer Forman can be
reached at
205-914-0734 or

jforman@stclairedc.com

Wood:

By DAVID ATCHISON

Home staff writer

Alabama Rep. Randy
Wood (R-Anniston) said
his interest in politics came
at an early age.

“I have always been
interested in politics,” he
said. “My dad never ran for
office, but he was always
involved in the political
process.”

He said his father,
Gurvis, would help out in
political campaigns.

So in 1998, Wood took
his first step into the polit-
ical world, running for an
open seat on the Calhoun
County Commission.

Wood said his father did
not want him to run for
political office.

“I think he didnt want
to see me hurt if T lost,”
Wood said.

But Wood won and
served on the Calhoun
County Commission from
1998-2002.

He credited his father
for his successful run at the
local office.

“He was so well respect-
ed,” Wood said. “I hoped
people were convinced that
I was trustworthy like he
was.”

Wood, who owns an
automobile body shop,
said he always believed that
someone shouldn’t get into
political office for money.

“l always felt you
shouldnt depend on a
political career for a living,”
he said.

After  serving  on
the Calhoun County
Commission, Wood was
successfully elected to the
House of Representatives.

“I knew Mike Rogers
was going to run for
Congress and there would
be an open seat,” he said.

Wood said he had been
in Montgomery and seen
the legislative process up
close as a county commis-
sioner.

He knew the opening
his House district was an
opportunity for him, but

‘| try my best
to get it right’

there was still uncertainty
whether he would be elect-
ed. He had a Democratic
Republican opponent run-
ning against him.

Rep. Randy Wood

“I was fortunate to come
out on top,” Wood said.

He has continued to
serve in the House for the
past 14 years, and his is
current term ends in 2018.

Wood said he always
tries to base his decisions
on the majority of his con-
stituents.

“I try my best,” he said.
“I try to get it right, but
you are not going to satisfy
everyone.”

Wood said he is involved
in 3 or 4 bills every year.

“I always sponsor the
Fraternal Order of Police
bills,” he said.

Wood said the job of
the state legislators is to
balance the General and
the Education Trust Fund
Budgets.

He said that was one
of the biggest accomplish-
ments last year, with the
shortfalls in revenue.

Wood said the Education
Budget was passed in the
regular session, but law-
makers had to return for
two special sessions to nail
down the General Fund
Budget. He said balancing
the General Fund Budget
in the upcoming session
will be another challenge

for legislators.

“Were still not in the
best financia condition, but
we are a whole lot better
than last year,” he said.

Woods said there was a
$225 million shortfall in
the General Fund Budget
last year, but there should
only be about a $30-$40
million shortfall this year.

“It’s stll an uphill bat-
tle, but I rather be hurting
$30 million than $225 mil-
lion,” he said.

Legislators approved a
cigarette tax hike last year
to help last years budget
shortfall.

“I dont like any kind of
taxes or fees, but I would
rather hurt the fewest num-
ber of people, if we do have
to increase taxes,” he said.

He said the state’s ciga-
rette tax is still lower than
Alabama’s  neighboring
state, Georgia.

Wood said there was also
a cut in state personnel, and
the state has about 5,000
fewer employees, while ser-
vices remain in place.

“We didn’t do it by firing
people,” he said. “We did it
through nutrition.”

He expects some new
high-profile bills to surface
in the upcoming legislative
session, including a possible
lottery bill.

“I'm not a lottery fan,”
Wood said, but he would
support a bill allowing the
people to vote on wheth-
er the state should have a
lottery.

He said legislation needs
to be simple.

He said about 75 per-
cent of the proceeds from
the lottery could help fund
the General Fund Budget
and about 25 percent could
fund education.

“If you have people to
piggy-back other bills to it,
I think it will kill it,” Wood
said.

He also expects legisla-
tors to introduce gun bills
this legislative session.

“Were going to do
everything we can to make
sure that Alabama people
have rights to bear arms,”

Our Values:

efforts and results.

Our Vision: At Resolute Forest Products, we are one team with one
vision where profitability and sustainability drive our future.

Work safely: We always put the safety of our people first. Creating an
injury-free workplace is everyone’s business. We maintain world-
class standards and continuously measure and improve our safety

Be accountable: We are accountable for our performance. The future
of our company is in our hands. By empowering people, acting with

integrity, setting goals and measuring progress, we deliver first-class
products and services to customers and create value for shareholders.

Ensure sustainability: We make decisions with tomorrow in mind.
We know that our long-term profitability depends on preserving the
natural resources in our care and being a responsible partner in the

communities where we live and work.

Succeed together: We win together. Teamwork starts with a winning
attitude and a true desire to support each other. We welcome ideas,
communicate frequently and share best practices.
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Congress hegins 2016 with attempt to appeal Obamacare

By BUDDY ROBERTS

Special Projects Editor

A measure to repeal the fed-
eral Affordable Care Act may
have been vetoed by President
Barack Obama, but U.S. Rep.
Mike Rogers considers it sig-
nificant that it was approved
this year by both the U.S.
House and Senate.

“I was thrilled that this bill
passed both chambersand final-
ly went to President Obama’s
desk,” the congressman said
early last month after the
Restoring Americans’ Health
Care Freedom Reconciliation
Act was approved by the
House, 240-181. The Senate
had approved it in December.
As expected, it was vetoed
by the president a few days
after the act had gained House
approval, but it was the first
time in more than 60 votes
that the Republican-controlled
Congress was able to submit
a plan repealing all or part
of Obamacare to the White
House.

“We still are not anywhere
close to the two-third majority
needed to override the veto,
because the Democrats left
in Congress after the 2010
elections are true believers in
Obamacare, but the American
people have been very clear in
their priorities that this flawed

health care law just does not
work for them,” Rogers said.
“It is harmful to the health and
financial security of millions of
Americans.”

Besides  repealing  the
Affordable Care Act, the mea-
sure would have removed
federal fund-
ing for Planned
Parenthood and
reduced federal
deficits during the
next decade by an
estimated $78.1
billion. “Planned
Parenthood must
not be a wholesale
provider of abor-
tions, and gov-

“This legislation
would make any
executive action

that infringes

on the power
of Congress or
on the Second ly

trol measures in an attempt
to direct attention away from
the fact that he vetoed the
repeal of Obamacare,” he said.
“And it worked. It got every-
body all stirred up and wor-
ried about losing their Second
Amendment rights. T will fight
against any effort
by the Obama
Administration to
restrict them, and
one thing I feel
confident about is
that your Second
Amendment
rights are safe
rom him.”
Rogers recent-
co-sponsored

ernment spending  Amendment be  the  Separation
must be kept in : of Powers
check,” Rogers null and void Restoration
said. “Now, While prohlbltlng and Second
President Obama funds for it.” Amendment
has made the ) Protection  Act

choice of standing

against the prior-

ities of Americans

by vetoing the repeal bill.”
The presidential veto may

have made the act largely sym-

bolic, but the congressman

believes Democrats succeeded

in directing attention away

from its significance by calling

for stricter gun control laws.
“The president used the San

Bernardino terrorist attack as

a plea for tighter gun con-

in an attempt to

prevent President

Obama from
using executive action to tight-
en gun control laws.

“During his time in office,
the president has shown blatant
disregard for the constitutional
rights of Americans by cir-
cumventing Congress and our
lawmaking process to do what-
ever he wants,” he said. “This
legislation would make any
executive action that infringes

Submitted photo

Congressman Mike Rogers, during a House Armed Services Committee hearing in

Washington.

B-H Transfer Co. was founded

in 1971 and is a privately owned
Truckload Carrier

EQUIPMENT
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Dumps °Vans
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B-H Transfer Co. handles:

*Rail-to-Truck transload facilities

eImport/Export movement of ocean-going containers
eDomestic shipments of slurry, dry bulk, crude, and
packaged industrial minerals, as well as chemicals
and supplies used in their production

eContainer Management Services

on the power of Congress or
on the Second Amendment be
null and void while prohibit-
ing funds for it. The strategy
of administrative action is an
attempt by the anti-gun left to
chip away at our rights until
the government gets control of
everything in our lives.”

Rogers said he feels “a lot
of anger being directed at the
federal government, and that’s
because legislatively, noth-
ing has happened up here (in
Washington) for the past five
years. It’s been a stalemate.
We do the basics to keep the
government operating, and
that’s about it. What the pres-
ident has shown the American
people since he’s been in office
is how powerful the executive
branch can be and is. The
people who run such agencies
as the EPA, OSHA, Homeland
Security and the Justice
Department work for him,
and he has been able to use
these agencies to do things to
advance his agenda and affect
people’s lives through adminis-
tration rather than legislation.”

A member of the House
Agriculture, Homeland
Security and Armed Services
committees, Rogers has also
been critical of the president
for the administration’s posi-
tion on the Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria and opposed
the House Consolidated
Appropriations Act because
it included funding for the
Syrian Refugee Plan.

“It did not prohibit fund-
ing to bring refugees from the
Syrian conflict to America,”
he said. “What happened in
California demonstrates that
Islamic terrorists are ready and
willing to use our tax immi-
gration system to enter our
country to do us harm. Now
President Obama will be able
to carry out his plan to let
thousands of refugees from the
Syrian conflict into the U.S. 1
have no confidence that these
refugees can be properly vetted
by this administration.

“The cowardly terrorist
attack in California was a hor-
rific tragedy. Itis terrifying that
the female shooting suspect,
Tashfeen Malik, pledged ISIS
loyalties and made it through
the U.S. visa process unde-
tected. With such apparent
gaps in the screening process,
it demonstrates that President
Obama’s plan to allow Syrian
refugees into our country is
dangerous and flawed. These
terrorists are finding their way
into our country without our
help. Knowing this, how in

the world can we trust the
Obama Administration’s abili-
ty to properly vet thousands of
refugees?”

The congressman called for
the United States to “be dili-
gent in ensuring we keep out
those who wish us harm and
do our best to protect our
national security, and I can’t
overstate how much ISIS is our
biggest threat. It is ominous
and real. These are people who
hate us and will bring terror
to us if we dont stop them
over there. They've said they’re
going to, and the reckless plan
to allow thousands of refugees
into our country could put us
in danger.”

A few days before the Feb.
1 Iowa Republican caucus,
Rogers said he “will be so happy
when the field gets down to
two or three candidates,” add-
ing that history favors there
being a Republican in the
White House next January.

“If you look at history, there
have only been two occasions
when the same party kept the
presidency for more than eight
years — that was Roosevelt
and Truman and Reagan and
George H.W. Bush.  The
country is generally sick of the
same party after eight years, so
history is on the side of there
being a change of parties, but
you never know.”

How to contact
Congressman Rogers
Anniston office
1129 Noble Street #104
Anniston, AL 326201
Phone: (256) 236-5655
Fax: (256) 237-9203

Washington office
324 Cannon House
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: (202) 225-3261
Fax: (202) 226-8485
To email, visit
www.mikerogers.house.gov.
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Liquid

Mayor James D. Payne

Robert M. (Bubba) Cleckler, Jr.,

Council Member /Ward A

Michele N. Whisman, Council Member / Ward B
Angesa Twymon, Council Member /Ward C
Billy Lester, Council Member /

Mayor Pro Tempore /Ward D

Ralph R. Rich, Council Member /Ward E
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CITY HALL

City Council Meetings held on First
and Third Tuesdays of each month

at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall

Whether you are here to live, work, study or play,
you will find a great sense of energy, enthusiasm and
excitement in all aspects of the community.

From residential to business development, you will
discover that Childershurg is truly a community
which is doing things. A great spot to vacation.

VOTE.
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTER...

*Are you better off now than you were

four years ago?

*Are you making more money?

*Do you have a better job?

*Has your medical cost gone down?

*How about the prices you are paying

for prescription drugs? Gone down?

*Alabama is one of only five states that

does not have a lottery. The Lottery
States use our money to better

educate their young people.

*We still have a large number of our
residents who do not have health
insurance. When they get sick, guess
who pays the bill?

*US Congressman Mike Rogers has

voted AGAINST every Veteran bill that
has come before him. VETERANS - DO

YOU THINK HE HAS YOUR BACK?

*Senator Richard Shelby continues to

work for his political cronies putting

YOUR money in his and their pockets.

They get richer while we get poorer.

*Education - teachers and support staff.

Are you happy now?

You and you alone have the power to
change this: rich or poor, young or old.

Become familiar with the issues and then

Pd. pol. adv. by Herbert Kuntz, Chairman St. Clair Dem. Party, 600 River Oaks Dr., Cropwell, AL 35054
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Construction industry drives job gains during 2015
Local unemployment rates near or lower than state’s

By BUDDY ROBERTS

Special Projects Editor

St. Clair County ended
2015 with an unemploy-
ment rate lower than
that for the entire state,
while Talladega County’s
December rate was one-
tenth of a percent great-
er than Alabama’s, Gov.
Robert Bentey said last
month.

“In  January 2015,
economists predicted that
wage and salary employ-
ment would grow in
Alabama by 33,800, and
we surpassed that num-
ber by more than 10,000
jobs,” the governor said.
“Employers are hiring in
Alabama, and these num-
bers prove it. We will
continue our efforts to
recruit and add jobs to
the economy in 2016.”

St. Clair’s unemploy-
ment rate for December
was 5 percent, less than the
state’s seasonally-adjusted
rate of 6.2. The county’s

civilian labor force was

38,356 that month, with
1,905 individuals unem-
ployed, according to the
Alabama Department of
Labor.

Talladega  County’s
unemployment rate for
the same month was 6.3
percent, equal to 2,200
out-of-work members of
its civilian work force of
34,988.

“Although a slight
increase in the unemploy-
ment rate is never cel-
ebrated, (the December)
increase is attributed to
the fact that the labor
force increased by near-
ly 10,000, while people
were out looking for
work, seasonal or oth-
erwise,” said Fitzgerald
Washington, Alabama’s
commissioner of labor.
“December’s labor force
count was on par with the
summer months, which
is traditionally when the
most people are searching
for work. Increases in
the labor force represent
increased confidence in

File photo

A construction crew prepares the foundation for the new Pizza Hut restaurant in Talladega.

the job market.”
Alabama’s civilian labor
force measured 2,154,771
in December.  Wage
and salary employment
increased by 45,500 jobs

during 2015, according
to Bentley, with most of
the gains in education and
health services, leisure and
hospitality, trade, trans-
portation and utilities and

construction.

“The  construction
industry  has  experi-
enced its best year in five
years,” Washington said.
“Construction employ-

ment is a great indica-
tor of economic health.
Construction  doesn’t
drive the economy, but
the economy drives con-
struction.”

McMillan: ‘Talladega and St. Clair are significant’

By BUDDY ROBERTS

Special Projects Editor

Agriculture and forestry make up
almost 40 percent of Alabama’s econo-
my, which means Talladega and St. Clair
counties make significant contributions
to the state’s annual output of $70.4 bil-
lion, according to John McMillan, com-
missioner of agriculture and industries.

“Talladega and St. Clair are signifi-
cant forestry and agribusiness counties,
so they’re an important part of the back-
bone of Alabama’s economy,” he said.
“Alabama’s agriculture, agribusiness,

forestry and forest products industries
are projected to enjoy a golden age of
sustained growth, thanks to a number
of factors, not the least of which are
our great state’s natural resources and
human resources such as in Talladega
and St. Clair.”

During 2015, the steering committee
for the Alabama Agriculture & Forestry
Strategic Plan presented to Gov. Robert
Bentley a report calling for a more coop-
erative relationship between business
and government that, if enacted, could
create as many as 58,000 new jobs in

Alabama and add $7 billion to the state’s

economy by 2020, McMillan said.

“Our steering committee and com-
modity groups representing the entire
spectrum of Alabama’s agriculture and
forestry industries have spent several
hundred hours working on this strategic
plan, which includes steps to foster cap-
ital investment, develop a quality work-
force, maintain transportation infra-
structure, expand markets and trade,
strengthen the land grant mission and
promote economic development with
state agency collaboration.”

Changing commodity prices and wet
weather presented some challenges to

agricultural and forestry in Alabama
during 2015, the commissioner said,
adding that he’s “hopeful and cautiously
optimistic about how 2016 will be.
Everything is a global market nowadays,
and we have to look at it that way. We
definitely have some good opportunities
looking ahead, especially in growing
alternative crops and with research and
development in the forestry industry. I
believe we'll see a breakthrough in cel-
lulosic energy at some point, and that
will be very significant for forestry in

Alabama.”

Government & Industry

Health & Education
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UAB Health and Science Center

WE ARE PROUD
10 BE A PART
OF THIS
COMMUNITY!

Birmingham Barons Ball Park

00022039912

1122 Industrial Park Drive

Pell City, Alabama 35125

(800) 226-5098

www.garrisonsteel.com



6B

THE DAILY HOME

Sunday, February 21, 2016

Honda of Alabama: 15 years in Lincoln
2017 Ridgeline to drive off assembly line here

By BUDDY ROBERTS

Special Projects Editor

As it marks 15
years of operation in
Talladega County,
Honda Manufacturing
of Alabama produced
almost 350,000 vehicles in
Lincoln last year, helping
the automaker set an all-
time record for single-year
North American auto pro-
duction.

“We are extremely
proud of the record-setting
efforts of our associates,
which was key to our abil-
ity to meet record demand
from our customers in
North America for Honda
and Acura vehicles,” said
Takuji Yamada, president
of Honda North America
Inc. “Our dedicated team
of associates is committed
to producing high-quali-
ty products our customers
have come to expect.”

Honda Manufacturing
of Alabama employs more
than 4,500 associates and
is the sole producer of the
Odyssey minivan, Pilot
SUV, Ridgeline truck and
Acura MDX. The Lincoln
associates efforts contrib-
uted to the total produc-
tion of 1,862,491 vehi-
cles, a 3.1 percent increase
greater than the previous
record set in 2014.

“Production flexibility
has long been a hallmark of
Hondas North American
manufacturing  success,
enabling us to add produc-
tion of new models and
move production between
plants to optimize capaci-
ty and meet the changing
needs of our customers,”
Yamada said. “In 2015,
this included the startup
of production of the Pilot
and dual source produc-
tion of the Acura MDX,
in addition to existing pro-
duction in Alabama.”

Early last month,
Honda unveiled the new
2017 Ridgeline truck
at the North American
International Auto Show.

“Once again, we are
challenging convention-
al thinking in the pickup
truck market with Honda-
exclusive features, design
and technology that help
Ridgeline set new bench-
marks for versatility, capa-
bility and comfort in a
midsize pickup,” said John
Mendel, executive vice
president of American
Honda Motor Co. Inc.

To be produced in
Lincoln, the new Ridgeline
will launch before sum-
mer, offering “features
and capabilities unlike
anything else on the mar-
ket today,” according to
Mendel, listing five.

“Superior on-road per-
formance — with the seg-
ment’s best handling, ride
quality, cabin quietness
and all-weather traction
capabilities — courtesy of
its unibody construction
and sophisticated chassis.

“Class-leading  space
with the largest and most
versatile cabin and the
only 4-foot-wide flat bed
space in the midsize pick-
up segment, along with
payload capability rivaling
top competitors.

“Innovate and class-ex-
clusive features, including
an In-Bed Trunk, dual-ac-
tion tailgate and the indus-
try’s first in-bed audio sys-
tem, making Ridgeline the
ultimate tailgating vehicle.

“Targeted top in-class
acceleration, EPA fuel
economy ratings and
third-party collision safety
ratings, featuring Honda’s
next-generation  ACE
body structure and avail-
able Honda sensing suite
of safety and driver-assist
technologies.

“We are bringing our
unique technology and
original thinking to the
market in a new and
challenging concept for a
Honda pickup. We think
weve got a better idea, a
truck that uses its unibody

construction and Honda
packaging magic to deliver
more of the things that
many of todays truck
customers want and need
with none of the things
they dont.”

The new Ridgeline will
be powered by a 3.5-liter,
direct-injected i-VTEC
V-6 engine with a six-
speed automatic transmis-
sion. It will be available
for the first time in both
front-wheel and all-wheel
drive configurations. All-
wheel drive models will
use Honda’s Intelligent
Terrain Management with
normal, sand, snow and
mud moves, “providin
robust medium-duty ofé
road and towing capabili-
ty with superior on-road,
all-weather handling, trac-
tion and performance,”
Mendel said.

“Inside, the Ridgeline
boasts the largest, most
versatile and sophisticated
cabin in a midsize 4-door
pickup, featuring high-
grade materials and finish-
es, available leather trim
and all the latest technol-
ogies Honda has to offer,
including tri-zone climate
control, push button start,
a full-color TFT center
meter and available 8-inch
Display Audio touchscreen
with Apple Car Play and
Android Auto capability.

“The Ridgeline’s
60/40-split and folding
second-row seat provides
the ultimate versatility for
hauling both people and
cargo. With the seats fold-
ed down, the Ridgeline
will comfortably carry up
to five people while still
accommodating  long
items, like a set of golf

Submitted photo

Honda’s Alabama plant will soon begin producing the 2017 Ridgeline. The pickup truck will be
available this fall, with a MSRP starting at $30,000. The Lincoln manufacturer helped the automaker
surpass its North American production record in 2015.

clubs, under the rear seat,”
Mendel said. “Folding up
one or both sides of the
60/40-split seat bottom
opens up the back to carry
tall and bulk items.”

The truck’s bed will offer
several features exclusive to
Honda vehicles, such as an
In-Bed Trunk, dual-action
tailgate and available 400-
watt AC power invert-
er. The In-Bed Truck
provides secure storage
with a fully-flat floor and
a drain plug for easier
cleaning and evacuation
of water from the trunk.
The tailgate is hinged at
the bottom along the left
side, opening down or to
the side, enabling easier
loading and unloading
of heavy and bulky items

without having to reach
over the tailgate.

The bed also features
eight 350-pound tie-down
cleats. The power inverter
is behind an access panel
in the right bed wall, offer-
ing the capacity to recharge
power tools or power such
items as tailgate blenders
and television sets.

“The new in-bed audio
system, together with
the In-Bed Trunk and
power inverter, makes the
Ridgeline the ultimate tail-
gating vehicle,” Mendel
said. “The audio system
utilizes six exciters inside
the bed walls, in place of
conventional  speakers,
pumping out sound from
the Ridgeline’s audio head
unit, with up to 540 watts

of power.”

Honda officials said
they are also proud of
the truck’s “top-level safe-
ty performance” features,
which include next-gen-
eration ACE body struc-
ture, advanced airbag sys-
tems and available Honda
Sensing suite of safety and
driver-assist technologies.

“The new Ridgeline
will target the highest
available collision safe-
ty ratings — an NCAP
5-star  Overall Vehicle
Score from the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and a Top
Safety Pick + rating from
the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety,” Mendel
said.  “Honda Sensing
technologies available on

the 2017 Ridgeline include
Lane Departure Warning,
Collision Mitigation
Braking System, Forward
Collision Warning, Road
Departure Mitigation and
Lane Keeping Assist.”

All Ridgeline models
will feature a multi-an-
gle rearview camera as
standard equipment and
upper trims will be avail-
able with either Honda
Lane Watch or Blind Spot
Information system, he
added. “Like the first-gen-
eration Ridgeline, the all-
new 2017 Ridgeline was
designed and developed
by Honda R&D Americas
and will be produced by
Honda Manufacturing of
Alabama in Lincoln.”

Bob Crisp/The Daily Homeffile

Employees at Honda Manufacturing put the final

touches on Honda Pilots.
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Shelnutt: No new taxes this year and maybe a raise for teachers

By BUDDY ROBERTS

Special Projects Editor

The 2015 legislative session was
everything Shay Shelnutt expected
it to be.

“And more,” the first-term
Republican said. “I didn’t expect
two special sessions, but we were
able to oppose about $500 million
in new taxes, so I'm

get proposal that would raise taxes
or impose new taxes, the senator
said he expects most state lawmak-
ers to do the same. “Last year, we
defeated a gas tax, and there was
even a soda tax floating around
for a while, but it didnt have a
lot of legs. If it moves, there will
be an effort to tax it, but the sky
didnt fall in, and nobody’s called

screaming at me for

happy about that.” not voting for more
Shelnutt rep-  «| didn’ taxes.”

resents Senate District | didn’t expect Going into the

17, which includes two speCIaI 2015 session, Shelnutt

Lincoln, Eastaboga, : said he did not sup-

Ashville and Ragland, Sessions, but port a state lottery

besides parts of WE WEre able 10  and said last month

Jefferson and Blount
counties. A few days
before returning to
Montgomery for the
start of his sopho-
more session, he said
he expected “most of
the debate to be about
the general fund budget again. So
far, the governor isnt proposing
any new taxes, which is good,
and there should be enough funds
available to give teachers a raise
this year. The numbers being
thrown around are about five per-
cent.”

Pledging not to support a bud-

oppose about
$500 million in
new taxes,

that “I've got concerns
about the current
(proposed lottery)
bill” as introduced by
Sen. Jim McClendon
(R-Springyville).  “It
includes no plan on
where the money will
go. I'm in favor of letting people
vote on it, but we need to know
more about how it will work first.”

Shelnutt serves on the Senate
Education Policy, Banking and
Insurance and Confirmations
committees. “Most people don’t
realize the number of bills that are
introduced every session. There

can be 1,000 to 1,500, dealing
with every subject from the official
state dessert to guns and every-
thing else. There’s no way we can
be experts on that many subjects.
Sometimes we're reading a bill for
the first time as it’s being discussed
and about to be voted on. That’s
how sometimes a bill can slip
through and we dont know the
consequences until it’s passed. I
wish we had a lot more time to
consider and debate the bills.”

How to contact Sen. Shelnutt
Phone
205-413-9022
Email
Shay.sd17@gmail.com

Submitted Photos

State Sen. Shay Shelnutt with U.S. Sen. Ted
Cruz. Shelnutt has endorsed Cruz’ candidacy
for the Republican presidential nomination.

“Iwish we had a lot more time to consider and debate bills,” Shelnutt said. The legislature consid-
ers as many as 1,500 bills per session, “dealing with every subject from the official state dessert

to guns.”

“Block. A better way to build.”

We are a family owned block manufacturing plant.

We produce and sell concrete masonry units, and because
we are an independent family-owned business, we offer
very competitive pricing. We serve the public, residential
contractors, commercial contractors, dealers, and distributors.
Our goal is to provide honest reliable service at a low price.
Give us a chance to earn your business.

PO. Box 347
165 First Road ¢ Childersburg Industrial Park
Childersburg, AL 35044

256-378-3345(p) * 256-378-3347(f)

web: www.blairblock.com email: info@blairblock.com
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Governor praises Alabama’s economic, industrial growth
Names Syrian refugees, child abuse prevention as important issues

Submitted photo

Gov. Robert Bentley signs the state budget bill, which the Legislature approved following two spe-

cial sessions in 2015.

By BUDDY ROBERTS

Special Projects Editor

Alabama has been named 2015 State of the Year by
Business Facilities magazine, a designation Gov. Robert
Bentley attributed to statewide industrial and econom-
ic development.

“This has been an extremely successful year for
economic development in Alabama, and this ranking
is fantastic news,” the governor said. “Our chief focus
continues to revolve around creating jobs and new
opportunities for residents across the state.”

In choosing Alabama for the state of the year selec-
tion, Business Facilities considered industrial devel-
opment projects in terms of jobs creation and capital
investment between Oct. 1, 2014, and Nov. 1, 2015,
finding that the state has “brought in a bevy of
big-ticket projects that provide a solid foundation for
future growth,” according to Jack Rogers, a spokesman
for the New Jersey-based media company.

“With Mercedes-Benz and Airbus anchoring its
top-tier positions in automotive and aerospace man-
ufacturing, an expanding high-tech hub and for-
ward-thinking leadership in 21st century workforce
training, Alabama has put together a winning combi-
nation that’s tough to beat,” he said.

Among the projects cited are three in central
Alabama: Mercedes’ plans for a $1.3 billion expan-
sion to its assembly plant in Tuscaloosa County, auto
supplier Kamtek’s $530 million investment to add an
aluminum casting line to its Birmingham operation
and Yorozu’s plans to open an auto suspension parts
plant in Walker County.

“Alabama’s economic team will continue to work
tirelessly to bring companies such as Google and
Polaris to the state, and our support system will help
these firms achieve success,” said Greg Canfield, state
secretary of commerce. “Our ability to attract new
companies of this caliber makes a strong statement
about doing business in Alabama. With the new
‘Made in Alabama’ incentives platform prioritized by
Gov. Bentley and the Legislature and a streamlined
approach to workforce development, we will enhance
the state’s competitiveness in 2016 and beyond.”

The governor agreed. “I believe we are well-posi-
tioned to do that thanks to the state’s skilled workforce,
great job-training programs and a business environ-
ment that promotes growth,” he said.

Alabama’s selection as state of the year came shortly
before Bentley delivered his annual state of the state
address earlier this month and at about the same that
the governor acted or commented on other issues
affecting the state.

Refugee resettlement

Bentley announced that the state has filed a lawsuit
against the federal government alleging non-compli-
ance with the Refugee Act of 1980, which requires fed-
eral officials to consult with states before refugees from
other countries are relocated within their borders. The
governor said such a consultation has not happened.

“On three separate occasions I have sent letters
to the White House requesting information on the
Refugee Reception Program in Alabama, and these
letters have gone unanswered,” he said. “As gover-
nor, the Alabama constitution gives me the sovereign

Marsh: Expect
a lottery debhate

The state Legislature
will consider a lot-
tery proposal this year,
said Sen. Del Marsh,
although he couldn’t say
“at this point what its
chances are.”

Sponsored by Sen.
Jim McClendon,
R-Springville, the mea-
sure would ask voters to
approve or reject a con-

stitutional amendment
authorizing a state lot-
tery.

Marsh said that, in his
position as Senate pro
tem, he is neither sup-
porting nor opposing the
plan “at this time. I
would like for there to be

a fair debate about it, and
it may be that we look
at a more comprehensive
gaming bill. My take is
that if we're going to go
in that direction (toward
gaming), we should look
at which is going to ben-
efit the state more.”
According to Marsh,
a “more comprehensive
gaming bill” could bring
in $1.2 billion annually
to the state, compared
to $50 million to $150
million in revenue from a
lottery alone. Such a plan
was considered during
the 2015 legislative ses-
sion, but “it didn’t get
much traction,” he said.

authority and solemn duty to protect the health, safety
and welfare of all citizens. The process and manner in
which the Obama Administration and the federal gov-
ernment are executing the Refugee Reception Program
is blatantly excluding the states.”

Defendants named in the state’s legal action
include the U.S. State
Department, the Bureau
of Population, Refugees
and Migration (PRM),
U.S.  Department of
Health and Human
Services and the Office
of Refugee Resettlement.
It charges that the agen-
cies have failed to provide
the state with sufficient
information about refu-
gees who have settled or
will be settled in Alabama.

The lawsuit asks that
the court award state offi-
cials with a declaration
that the federal agencies
have not complied with
the 36-year-old refugee
act and compel them to
provide the state with
complete files on indi-
vidual refugees and their
medical histories and cer-
tification that they pose
no security risks.

“The failure to pro-
vide this information has
inhibited Alabama from
being able to adequately plan for the arrival of any
refugees in regards to such matters as security and
requests for social services and public assistance,”
Bentley said. “My number one concern is the safety
of the people of Alabama and making sure an outdat-
ed, archaic and dangerous process that excludes the

“America’s founding fathers prioritized
the right to keep and bear arms, and
President Obama is overstepping his
authority and threatening to take away
our Second Amendment rights. It is
unacceptable for the president to bypass
Congress and the U.S. Constitution with
his plan. The overreach by the president
seems to be his preferred way of lead-
ing our country, and it is another reason
why it is critical for Americans to send
a conservative back to the White House
in November. | encourage the Alabama
congressional delegation to listen to the
message of the Alabama people and fight
to protect the fundamental rights of gun
owners.”

states is eliminated. We simply cannot have a federa
program that impacts states yet doesn't allow states tc
access critical information.”

Child abuse prevention

Bentley met with members of the Governor’s Task
Force on Prevention of Sexual Abuse of Children.
established after the Legislature approved Erins Law
named for Erin Merryn, a child sexual abuse survivo
and proponent of measures requiring public school:
to provide abuse prevention instruction to students ir
kindergarten through 12th grade. Alabama was the
25th state to enact the legislation.

“Protecting Alabama’s children is critical, and I wani
to ensure the state is properly educating students anc
teachers on how to recognize this despicable crime anc
report it,” the governor said. “The task force workec
hard over the last several months to provide guideline:
for child sexual abuse prevention instructional pro-
grams in public schools.”

Among the task force’s recommendations is orienta-
tion for middle and high school students about “peer-
to-peer” sexual abuse crimes, conducted at the begin-
ning of each school year by school resource officers.
principals or representatives of child advocacy centers
district attorney’s offices or the Alabama Departmen
of Human Resources.

Transparency for taxpayers

Open Alabama, described as the state’s online
checkbook, has been re-launched as part of the State o
Alabama’s Accounting and Resource System (STAARS)
an information technology update designed to increasc
efficiency and improve customer service for taxpayer:
and vendors who do business with the state.

“This is an important transparency tool that allows
taxpayers to view the financial operations of govern-
ment,” Bentley said. “Now that the upgrade of ou
archaic financial software is being implemented, the
result is a significant improvement in the way statc
government handles busi-

»
ness.

The upgrade of the
state’s information tech-
nology system begar
during the 2013 legislative
session when Sen. Phi
Williams  (R-Rainbow
City), whose distric
includes St. Clair County
sponsored a Senate bill tc
coordinate the purchasing
and management of IT
systems throughout the
state.

“It is expected to save
taxpayers millions of dol-
lars in the future,” Bentley
said. “The upgraded sys-
tem is highly automatec
and will make doing busi-
ness with state govern:
ment more efficient. The
20 largest state agencie:
began using the software
in October at the start o
Fiscal Year 2016, and they
are becoming increasingly
more proficient with the
upgraded software.”

Gun Control

Bentley has encouraged Alabama residents to contact
members of the state’s congressional delegation and ask
them to fight what he called “President Obama’s effort:
to hinder Americans’ right to bear arms.”

Heritage Freight

Warehousing & Logistics
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Williams opposes new
taxes, calls for more
answers about state lottery

By BUDDY ROBERTS

Special Projects Editor

Debates  about  tax
increases, religious free-
dom and a proposed state
lottery are likely to occu-
py the Alabama General
Assembly during the 2016
session, according to Sen.
Phil Williams (R-Rainbow
City).

“One of the things we'll
be looking at is a call for
a gas tax to fund public
infrastructure — roads and
bridges,” he said. “I'm not
in favor of adding a new
tax, so I want to see us
look at alternative means
for funding those needs.”

A second-term senator
who represents the 10th
District — which includes Steele, Ragland, Ashville
and Shoal Creek in St. Clair County, besides Etowah
County and part of Cherokee and DeKalb — Williams
chairs the Senate Committee on Fiscal Responsibility
and Economic Development. He said he hopes the
Legislature will continue moving in the financial direc-
tion it turned toward last year.

“In 2015, we passed one of the largest education bud-
gets ever, and it came in the first two weeks of the regular
session. Then the battles for the general fund started.
During the process, we rejected a number of calls to raise
taxes, and 'm one of the few who voted against any new
tax measures.”

Williams was “one of the chief proponents” of a mea-
sure adopted last year aimed at equalizing the growth of
the general fund toward that of the education budget.

“As a body, we addressed the issue of why the educa-
tion budget always has a surplus and the general fund
is continually lagging behind. Alabama is one of only
three states that have a split budget, which is part of the
reason why the budget is such an issue every year. In
years past, the education lobby worked to get all of what
we call growth revenue — revenue that goes up when
the economy grows — attached to the education budget.
That meant that the general fund budget, which funds
everything other than education, did not grow to keep
up with the cost of operating state agencies and services.”

During the 2015 session, lawmakers “returned” $80
million in growth taxes to the general fund. “Its the
first time in anybody’s memory that the general fund
will benefit from growth revenue, and we did it from
the education budget surplus, without harming the very
strong education budget. That allowed us to use growth
taxes for things like prisons and Medicaid, which take up
roughly 55 percent of the general fund by themselves.”

A Dill has been pre-filed that would allow voters to
approve or reject a state lottery to benefit the state’s
coffers, but Williams said he has “reservations” about
the bill.

“As it is now, it’s the equivalent of asking ‘Do you
like me? Check yes or no.” There are still some ques-
tions that need to be answered, such as, where will the
funds go? Are we setting up a state lottery or joining
Powerball?  Who will be in charge of ethics and over-
sight? Right now, there’s nothing but a promise that the
Legislature will figure it all out later. The Legislature is
a necessary evil — 'm a part of it, and I understand that,
but it’s not wise to leave things unanswered that could
be changed or taken advantage of by future legislatures
and personal agendas.”

Williams said he is not personally in favor of a state
lottery, but he does support a referendum that would
allow voters to decide the issue.

The Legislature may also revisit the debate about
religious freedoms, but according to Williams, it won't
be because of Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore’s order
that probate judges should not issue same-sex marriage
licenses.

“It will not be in response to that nor will the debate
be limited to same sex marriage,” the senator said. “This
is a question of whether or not people who make deci-
sions based on faith can be forced to provide services
through their jobs, personal businesses or government
service or in any other way be compelled to do things
that violate their consciences.”

The issue returned to Alabama headlines in early
January when Moore issued an administrative order that
the state’s probate judges should stop issuing marriage
licenses to same-sex couples because the state supreme
court has not lifted last year’s order against issuing the
licenses, despite the U.S. Supreme Court ruling effec-
tively legalized same-sex marriages nationwide.

“I believe it’'s part of an overall question the Legislature
will have some debate on in response to the overall lib-
eral agenda nationwide that wants to tell you that what
you believe doesn’t matter any more,” Williams said.

Williams™ other committee assignments include
serving as vice chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee and a member of the Rules, Government
Affairs, Veterans and Military Affairs committees, the
Joint Transportation Committee and the Alabama
Department of Economic and Community Affairs
(ADECA) Oversight Committee.

Besides the 2015 budget measures, he identified the
establishment of a board of trustees for the state’s two-
year college system as a significant accomplishment of
the past legislative session.

“The two-year college system is a great educational
and economic partner for the state, but it had never had
a board of trustees before, and it needed one,” he said.
“I have four campuses of Gadsden State Community
College in my district, and I'm very aware of how big an
employer and great asset to the education of our folks
these colleges are.”

While it took two special sessions to approve the
2015 general fund budget, Williams doesn’t expect such
a lengthy process this session.

“Sometimes people ask me why we couldn’t get it
all done in the regular session last year. My answer is
that we did, but the governor didn’t like the budget we
sent him. And as a lawyer, I've never seen a case of any
significance go to trial on the first date. It always gets
continued, and Alabama benefited from the budget get-
ting continued for two sessions because we're not paying
any more taxes.”

Sen. Phil Williams

How to contact Sen. Williams
Phone (334) 242-7857
Email: phil@williamsstatesenate.com
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Hill names funding for courts, prison reform as accomplishments
By BUDDY ROBERTS it was during 2014. at bringing it down to 130  but ifs amazing the sheer district. I'm still trying to How to contact
Special Projects Editor “Different parts of the or 140 percent, which is number of bills that come figure some things out, but Rep. Hill

government received less probably still too high, but  before our committee.” from being a part of it, I Phone
First-term legisla-  than they had the its a significant Hill said he is one of do believe our system of 205-640-2000
tor Rep. Jim Hill (R-St. year before, but it decrease from “probably a dozen law- government operates well.” Email
Clair County) said shortly ~was a good thing where it is now.”  yers in the Legislature and jimhill@stclairlawgroup.com
before the state House of that the level of A lawyer and the only member of the

Representatives convened
Feb. 2 that, while he had
no plans to introduce local
legislation this session, “if
something needs to be
done, we're in a position to
get it done as was the case
last year.”

Hill supported local
measures last year allowing
some St. Clair municipal-
ities to hold referendums
about Sunday alcohol sales.
“Every community I know
of that placed it on the
ballot, it passed, so that was
significant.”

Another significant step
taken by the Legislature
during the 2015 session was
that the state’s court system
was funded at the same level

funding for the
courts remained
the same. That
doesnt mean that
the court system
is now adequate-
ly funded, but
we funded it all

jurist who served
for a decade as St.
Clair County’s
presiding  circuit
judge  before
being elected to
the Legislature,
Hill serves as

we could. Like
prison  reform,
it wasnt goo
enough, but level
funding is better than suf-
fering cuts.”

Hill also supported a
prison reform plan that
gained approval last year to
address overpopulation in
Alabama’s correctional facil-
ities, some of which are “at
double their design capacity.
What we approved is aimed

Rep. Jim Hill

Of Counsel
for the firm of
Hill, Weisskopf
& Hill. House
leadership assigned him to
the Judiciary Committee,
where he draws from his
legal  experience while
considering “any bill that
affects the court system,
criminal law, probate courts
and retirement for district
attorneys, judges and clerks.
Not all of them come out,

Legislature who has served
on the bench. I would like
for us to have more from
the legal profession in the
House and Senate because
were used to working with
the statutes and can be
effective at keeping laws as
specific and on target as
we can. | hate to read a
bill that's ambiguous. They
need to be as clear as we can
make them.”
Acknowledging  that
hed never been part of a
legislative body before the
2015 session and “nothing
is all exactly the way you
wish it would be, I enjoyed
working on the bills that
came through, especially
the ones that affected my
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(256) 362-4261

R.K. Allen Oil Company, Inc. began
as a Texaco branded jobber in 1965 in
Talladega, Alabama, with Ken Allen
Sr., as its owner and sole employee.

In the 1960°s and 1970’s service sta-

Zero-hased bhudgets will be a top priority

By ELSIE HODNETT

Home staff writer

Rep. Mack Butler
believes the general fund
budget will be the biggest
issue lawmakers will grap-
ple with this legislative
session.

“Our government is
still seeking to grow larg—
er, but we must continue
to rein in government, as
its still much too large,”
he said.

Butler said the gener-
al fund budget will once
again be the biggest chal-
lenge to face.

“My biggest priori-
ty is funding the essen-
tial basics of government
without giving it any abil-
ity to grow,” he said. “The
education budget will be

good as it continues to
grow, but the challeng-
es are once again with
the general fund. Prisons
and Medicaid are where
much growth continues,
and I think we need to
limit both at not a dol-
lar amount but at a set
percentage of the budget,
otherwise they could con-
sume it all.

“Having  zero-based
budgets for most state
agencies will also be a top
priority. Hopefully we will
no longer start at last year’s
appropriation and instead
start at zero and have the
agency justify thelr appro-
priation request.’

Butler said there were
many successes last ses-
sion.  “I'm particularly
proud to have sponsored

the Student Religious
Freedom Bill which was
signed into law on the
National Day of Prayer.”

tions, farm deliveries and package lu-
bricants were the primary focus

In the 1980’s A.O.C. Foodmart Inc.

How to contact

Rep. Butler was started and has today grown to
334-242-7446 over twenty locations and continues to
mack.butler@alhouse.gov

grow.

R.K. Allen Oil Company, Inc. is a fam-
ily owned and operated business. We
will continue to strive to be diversified
and a complete petroleum supplier for
our customers for generations to come.

R.K. ALLEN, SR.
President

R.K. ALLEN, JR. W.K. ALLEN, SR.
Vice President Vice President

The general fund budget will be the 2016
Legislature’s biggest challenge, according to
State Rep. Mack Butler.
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Omya has an unwavering commitment to quality and total
customer satisfaction through leadership in manufacturing
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