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It was late one night in 
northwest Georgia, more 
years ago than I care to 

remem-
ber, that I 
watched 
through 
my cam-
era lens 
as the flo-
rist’s shop 
owned 
by my 
next-door 
neighbor 
burned 
to the 

ground.
As small towns go, it was 

big news.
Bigger news happened 

the following night, when 
the feed and seed store 
two blocks down (the one 
Mr. Hogg, my elementary 
school principal, bought 
when he retired from educa-
tion) was consumed by fire. 

There was as much 
speculation in the air that 
second night as there was 
smoke. What caused the 
fires? Were they accidents or 
not? Was there an arsonist 
on the loose? Were both 
fires the work of the same 
person, or did he have an 
accomplice? Where would 
they strike next?

After exposing a couple 
of rolls of film for the follow-
ing week’s edition, ducking 
under the yellow crime 
scene tape, and coughing 
smoke out of my lungs, I 
jumped behind the wheel of 
my 1976 Ford Granada (with 
the front tag screaming 
PRESS in bright red letters) 
as Jason Espy eased into the 
passenger seat, his camera 
in tow, and we headed back 
to the newspaper office.

Jason’s dad is the pub-
lisher of The Summerville 
News, an award-winning 
Espy-owned publication 
for as long as anyone can 
remember. I went to work 
there before I was old 
enough to drive, and Jason 
and I became a news team 
while we were both still in 
high school. Together, we 
covered Friday night foot-
ball, school board meetings, 
elections, a deadly flood that 
almost displaced an entire 
town, the state legislature, 
municipal politics, crimes 
that are a lot worse than 
arson, and just about every-
thing else that happens in 
and to small communities.

We had some fun. Life in 
a small town continued as 
only it can. The florist hired 
my dad to rebuilt his shop, 
Mr. Hogg retired again, and 
somewhere along the way, 
Jason and I grew up. While I 
was specializing in political 
and education reporting, 
he was making a name for 
himself as an investigative 
reporter. He’s still at it there 
at The News in our old 
hometown, and I count it a 
privilege that I got my start 
at the Espys’ newspaper.

I still remember the day 
I left. I stopped by David 
Espy’s office to say good-
bye on my way out. David 
was Jason’s uncle and then 
the co-owner and general 
manager of The News. “I 
appreciate it, boy,” he said, 
summing up the previous 
10 years as he shook my 
hand. That was 25 years ago, 
and I still can’t recall that 
moment without getting 
misty-eyed. Especially now 
that David’s gone. His son 
Tracy (whom I’ve known 
since we were second grad-

ers) has taken his place, and 
that’s as it should be. As long 
as there are newspapers, I 
hope there are Espys back 
home to publish The News 
in Summerville.  

If you’ve never heard of 
Summerville, I won’t hold 
it against you. Situated in 
the northwest corner of 
Georgia, it’s as far west as 
you can go without being 
in Alabama and almost as 
far north without being in 
Tennessee. Here’s how it has 
been described by Thrillist.
com, which named it one of 
the 11 best road trips from 
Atlanta:

“You’ll feel like you 
stepped back in time when 
you visit this tiny, sleepy 
mountain town. Surround-
ed by scenic trees and hills, 
it’s jam-packed with friendly 
locals, festivals, and park 
attractions and activities for 
the nature lover. Don’t miss 
Howard Finster’s Paradise 
Garden, a maze of buildings, 
sculptures, paintings and 
displays which has an inter-
national pop icon status that 
draws visitors from across 
the globe.”

I consider that an accu-
rate description of my 
hometown, even if I can’t 
in good conscience rec-
ommend a visit to the late 
folk artist’s perception of 
paradise. Should you decide 
to invest the three hours of 
travel time getting there, 
though, you will see things 
the like of which you’ll see 
nowhere else on Earth. I 
would suggest instead a 
visit to the James H. “Slop-
py” Floyd State Park. Even 
if you’re not an outdoors 
enthusiast, you’ll enjoy a 
drive through the park or a 
stroll across the boardwalk 
on the lake.

“Sloppy” Floyd used 
to be the chairman of the 
House Appropriations 
Committee in the Georgia 
Legislature. Besides the 
state park (which is a lot 
closer to paradise than the 
folk art mecca), a 20-story 
government office build-
ing in downtown Atlanta 
is named after him. Places 
with his name on them tend 
to be well-cared for.

For me, memories of my 
hometown are inseparably 
connected with my home-
town newspaper. The latest 
issue of The News is still one 
of the first things I want to 
see when I go back home to 
visit my mom and sister.

The emotional connec-
tion between community 
newspapers and the resi-
dents of the towns and cities 
they cover tends to be strong 
and deeply rooted. That’s 
why The Daily Home is 
happy and proud to present 
to you My Hometown 2022, 
a celebration of Talladega 
and St. Clair counties, their 
communities, and their 

people.
As you read the features 

in this special issue, we 
hope you’ll be reminded of 
why you enjoy calling this 
area home. As always, we 
encourage you to support 
the many advertisers who 
have enabled us to prepare 
this special issue for your 
enjoyment. They appreciate 
and understand the value 
of community,and it is our 
privilege to join them in 
presenting My Hometown 
— a collection of stories sure 
to entertain, inform, uplift, 
and even inspire. We hope 
you will have as much fun 
reading them as we have 
had telling them.

 Julie Griffis

At a meeting of the Summerville-Trion Optimist Club, when fellow reporter 
Jason Espy and I presented a symposium about exotic pets. Jason’s holding a 
ball python, and that’s Harry the tarantula crawling up my tie. At center is Stan 
Burrage, who was the club’s president at the time. Stan refused to hold either 
creature.

Submitted photo

Detail of a collage by folk artist Howard Finster, 
founder of Paradise Garden in Summerville, Georgia

Small town news back 
in my hometown
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Life Insurance: 
Don’t Wait To 
Protect Them.
Give Brooke or Jim a call today, 
you know you can count on them.

We look forward to helping 
families like yours protect the 
things that are important – 
your family, home, car, life, 
business, and more. 

18565 US-231, Pell City, AL 35125     
(205) 913-9580

Gift Certi�cates • Shampoo & Conditioner
Face Serum • Body Wash

Meal Replacements 
Loaded Teas & Shakes

PRE-WORKOUT

PROTEIN
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THE 24 HOUR ATHLETE!
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$79Mens Boots
starting at 

1715 2nd Ave. East, Hwy. 75 N.  |  Oneonta, AL 35121
Mon-Sat 9am-7pm  |  Sunday  1pm-5pmAll Major Credit Cards

205-853-8635 Like Rose’s Shoes 
& Boots on Facebook
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BOOT SALE!

Rose’s Shoes & Boots

$24.80 or
2 for $48

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Amazing Grace Farm 
has continued to grow since 
recently opening its doors.

“I see the Lord’s hand 
with the help of others 
to bring this all togeth-
er,” said Judy Batson, the 
farm’s owner and executive 
director. “We do not thank 
the elderly and veterans 
enough, and being able 
to offer this non-profit 
organization allows them 
to have a place to go. My 
main goal is that those that 
visit will leave with Jesus in 
their heart and be frequent 
visitors.”

Batson has a passion 
for taking care of people 
and encouraging them to 
live their lives to the fullest. 
Since her days as a teen-
ager, she always knew she 
wanted to help people and 
make a difference in the 
lives of others. From the 
day she helped a neighbor 
recovering from surgery, 
she knew that she wanted 
to be a nurse because it 
gave her so much gratifi-
cation to help. This led to 
her working in healthcare 
as a nurse and caregiver for 
many years.

“In being a caregiver, 
I spent a lot of time with 
patients, and a lot of them 
restricted themselves to 
being home. Most older 
people don’t want to be a 
burden, but I believe that 
just because you are sick or 
older that being cooped up 
in the house is not the way 
to be.”

The non-profit orga-
nization was established 
to be like a “bucket-list” 
check-off location for the 
elderly and veterans. Bat-
son compares the offered 
activities to the fulfill-

ment of the Make-a-Wish 
Foundation, but geared 
towards the older audi-
ence.  She explained the 
list of activities available 
were selected as things 
that most seniors desire to 
do, wanted to do but never 
got the chance, or want to 
do but don’t have anyone 
to take them. Some of the 
offered activities include 
fishing, a shooting range 
that is handicap accessible, 
card games, ATVs, a trout 
stream in the woods, a food 
pit, turkey/deer hunting, 
bed swings, rocking chairs, 
and a meditation swing. 
With a swimming pool in 
progress, construction of a 
1950s-themed diner com-
ing soon, and a long term 
goal of adding cabins in the 
woods for people to visit.

“I am very passionate 
about this place. To me, it 
is just magical to see God’s 
beauty. I chose the older 
audience because I want to 
make their dreams come 
true. However, just because 

I say the target is the older 
audience, we would not 
turn anyone away. If there 
is life left in you, live it! And 
if no one is around to help 
you do that, let me help. If 
you have wanted to go fish-
ing but don’t have anyone 
to take you, we have some-
one that will come get you. 
We have even partnered 
with other farms to make 
sure that if there is some-
thing you want to do that 
we don’t provide, we can 
point you in the direction 
that does. You want to go 
play your favorite board 
games or travel, it’s here 
and we can make it happen. 
God gave us the will to live. 
Let us help!”

Batson has taken this 
once unused property and 
turned it into a place that 
visitors are now literally 
calling “amazing.”  After 
days of continuing to ride 
past the location, her step-
ping out on faith and tak-
ing a chance is why these 
opportunities are available. 

She admitted that buy-
ing a farm is something she 
had not planned. It is just 
one of those things that 
happened, and she believes 
it was given to her from a 
higher power, because she 
would just see it when vis-
iting patients and one day 
decided to pull over and eat 
lunch there. She searched 
for a sign for someone to 
call, placed a bid, and two 
to three months later, she 
was getting the call her bid 
had been accepted. With 
money from her own pock-
ets, she has taken her own 
earnings to make the dream 
of hers for the community 
a reality. No clear direction 
in mind, she just started. 
However, she accredits 
Craig Grigsby, the property 
director who works, vol-
unteers and gets involved 
wherever he is needed on 
the farm, Larry Bell, and 
John Bush for their out-
standing help.

“I couldn’t have pulled 
this off without the help of 
those that have volunteered 
and worked to get this place 
up and going. I want people 
to know that we are here 
and what we are working 
on. I want Ragland on the 
map and I can’t do it alone. 
In fact, I want this to not 
just be a community thing, 
but a state thing. I have 
been blessed in this life, 
especially health wise and 
that’s very fortunate, but I 
am putting my life savings 
into this, I would love the 
help of some sponsors and 
donations to help finish 
these projects. It would 
mean a lot to me to see 
things completed and even 
more to the community for 
those individuals whose life 
will be impacted.”

‘It is just magical to see God’s beauty’
Amazing Grace Farm in Ragland offers new opportunities for seniors

Submitted photos



Page 4A Weekend Edition, July 9-10, 2022  MY HOMETOWN The Daily Home

CENTRAL
ALABAMA

COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Enroll Today
at the Talladega Center!

2 5 6 - 4 8 0 - 2 0 6 8    •    w w w . c a c c . e d u

CENTRAL

00
02

93
90

8r
1

CENTRAL TO 
YOUR SUCCESS

TO YOU,

2107 Martin St. South Ste. 102 | Pell City, AL 35128
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Welcomes You
The City of Moody is dedicated to the economic 
development and growth of our businesses and 
community. We are committed to work together 
for continued progress and success. Come be a 
part of the excitement as we pursue our future 
together!

                       Joe Lee
                                                            Mayor of Moody

CITY OF MOODY

670 Park Avenue | Moody, AL 35004 
(205) 640-5121

Mayor and Council
Front seated: Mayor Joe Lee & Linda Crowe

Back row left to right : Nick Rutledge, 
Lynn Taylor, Matt Morris & Ellis Key
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Bob Barnett is a former 
Boy Scout who continues to 
hold his oath years later in 
his adult life.  

With much to give, a 
servant’s heart for his com-
munity, and dedication to 
make a difference he aims 
to adhere to the Boy Scout 
goal to “do a good turn 
daily”.  This may be helping 
to inspire the next Scout 
or helping with senior cit-
izens, or whoever needs 
his help. He is more than 
happy to lend a hand.

The structural engineer 
and founding partner at 
Barnett, Jones, Wilson LLC, 
never got a chance to be 
the Eagle Scout he desired. 
As he got sidetracked in his 
adscolence from his initial 
focus, he always continued 
to hold being a Scout dear 
to his heart and never got 
over his dream. So he took 
the route of giving back 
to his community and is 
now known as a commu-
nity leader. His countless 
amount of hours invested 
in the place he calls home, 
has led to Barnett receiving 
the Heart of an Eagle award. 
In which was presented to 
him during the Pell City Boy 
Scout’s annual breakfast.

This award is presented 
to those that have made 
an impact on their com-
munity, demonstrated 
leadership, integrity, and 
a great character. Barnett’s 
outgoing personality and 
selfless actions led him to 
receiving this recognition. 
As a man of many words, he 
had no problem in sharing 
his journey to this point in 
hopes his road traveled can 
help someone else.

Barenett had this to 
say in an interview about 
his life as a Scout and the 
recent award.

Q:What made you 
want to become a 
Boy Scout?

Barnett: I can’t think 
back that far to the exact 
reason of why, but I know 
I was nine years old at the 
time. I guess I would say 
I was inspired by friends. 
I saw that they were all 
Scouts and pursued to do 
the same. I am glad I made 
the decision because I got a 
chance to go and see some 
interesting places. The 
older I got I started to grow 
more interested in perfume 
(girls) and cars; however, 
when I got older around 
the time of my 30’s I got 
back into being a scout. I  
became active on the board 
and committee and have 
been doing that for like 30 
years now.

Q: How has being a 
Scout helped in your 
adult life?

Barnett: I had such a 
great experience being a 
scout. In fact, my kids are 
both Eagle Scouts, so the 
legacy continues. As far as 
the influence it has had on 
my adult life,  I gained my 
best leadership and man-
agement skills I have ever 
had from being a Scout. 
The program helps to teach 
you to be a better person, 
to do the right thing, and so 
many more great charac-

teristics. The training helps 
with good management 
skills and it’s something 
everybody can do. 

Q: How do you feel 
about receiving the 
recent award?

Barnett: It was pretty 
cool, I think, but I feel there 
were more people more 
deserving of the award 
than me, honestly. The 
award recognizes people 
in the community and 
there are people who did 
a lot more than me I think. 
I just love helping people 
and am happy with what 

I do. Sometimes I overex-
tend myself but that’s okay 
because I enjoy what I do. 
Overall, I’m grateful. 

Q: What do you think 
stood out for them to 
select you?

Barnett: The long term 
service that I devoted to 
the Boy Scouts and the 
community. I served or am 
currently serving on the 
CEPA’s board of directors, 
Pell City’s Industrial Devel-
opment Board, St. Vincent’s 
St. Clair’s advisory board, 
and several others. So I 
think my involvement has 

gone a long way and is what 
possibly stood out most. 

Q: What advice 
would you give to 
someone consid-
ering becoming a 
Scout?

Barnett: Go to the meet-
ings and have fun! I believe 
that if you have fun, the rest 
of it will come along. Also 
strive for each level from 
Scout to Eagle. You get test-
ed, but it is worth the expe-
rience. It helps to teach you 
to grow up some in a sense, 
gain some independence, 
and how to interact with 
others. It is definitely an 
experience I recommend. 

Barnett receives Heart of an Eagle award

Pell City resident honored for 
his impact on the community

Photos by Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
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WWW.AIDB.ORG       LIKE US ON F      LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Meet Barbara. She and her co-workers at Alabama Industries for the 
Blind make all the military neckties for our U. S. Armed Forces.

says Barbara with her infamous smile. Alabama Industries for the 
Blind is the state’s largest employer of blind adults. It is one of 
many life and job training opportunities available through the 
Alabama Institute for  Deaf and Blind that serves over 26,000 infants, 
children, adults and seniors with hearing and vision loss in Alabama. 
At Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind, our students of all ages 
combine imagination with the right tools to prove to themselves and 
others that they are indeed limitless! 

“I love my job! 
It gives me a sense of pride – and I can

travel and do things for my family,”
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FIVE CAMPUSES IN TALLADEGA: ALABAMA SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND, ALABAMA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF, HELEN KELLER SCHOOL OF ALABAMA, 
E. H. GENTRY FACILITY, AND ALABAMA INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND 

TEN STATEWIDE REGIONAL CENTERS: BIRMINGHAM, DECATUR, DOTHAN, HUNTSVILLE, MOBILE, MONTGOMERY, OPELIKA, SHOALS, TALLADEGA, 
AND TUSCALOOSA 

A lab am a I ns ti tu te f or D eaf  and B li nd i s  D ri v i ng f or 
S u c c es s  w i th the H O N D A  U S A  P i lot P rogram

Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind (AIDB) is partnering with HONDA USA to establish 
the HONDA Pilot Program, a transportation and community access program for individuals 
in Talladega and surrounding counties who are deaf, blind, deafblind or multidisabled. 
Funded by a grant from HONDA USA, the HONDA Pilot Program will empower individuals 
to participate in community activities, take advantage of employment opportunities and 
be an active consumer in local markets.

AIDB & HONDA USA – together we are deaf, blind, LIMITLESS!

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

The best solution to change is to put 
action behind the problem to find a solu-
tion.

John-Mark Freeman, 24-year-old direc-
tor of the Greater Coosa Valley Chamber of 
Commerce has taken the initiative to be a 
part of the change his community needs. 
With less than a month into the role, he is 
full of ambition and dedication to make a 
difference. 

With almost 160 chamber members, 
he loves how everyone has welcomed 
him with open arms and thinks everyone 
is amazing. They support his vision for 
the city and look forward to seeing things 
move forward. From residents to local 
businesses, the goal is to help those that 
need help, give them support where need-
ed, and overall evolve as a community.

Since graduating from Hueytown High 
School and shortly after moving to Syla-
cauga, Freeman has felt that this role has 
always been in the plans for him. Being a 
youth minister part-time, the ministry has 
kept him well involved in the community. 

This was an ideal qualification that stood 
out to the board and saw him as a great fit 
to bring on.

In being the youngest member on the 
board, Freeman had this is to say in an 
interview about his position and vision for 
the city of Childersburg.

Q: Is it normal for someone your 
age to be on the board?

Freeman: No, it is very abnormal; how-
ever, I hope that it is the start of a new nor-
mal of seeing more young people involved 
within their communities. I would defi-
nitely love to see more of it and hope I 
can influence more young people to step 
up. My age group is so opinionated, but 
there are not a lot of boots on the ground 
to support those opinions. I believe it is 
important to start putting action behind 
your opinion. 

Q: What would you say your role 
includes?

Freeman: A little bit of everything, if 
you ask me. We deal with small businesses, 
host events or attend them. By changing 
the name from Childersburg Commerce 

to the Greater Coosa Valley Chamber of 
Commerce, it has allowed us to be able 
to serve those areas that do not have a 
chamber. We might be small in size, but 
we make a great impact. The intent is to 
help people because we care and want to 
see them succeed. This is why we aspire to 
increase tourism and do whatever we can 
do as a whole. I love that no day is the same 
for me, this role keeps me on my toes and 
I love it! If your community is better, busi-
ness does better.

Q:Why did you feel it was 
important to take on this role?

Freeman: I love the community and 
the people. Before joining the chamber, 
I didn’t have much of a footprint about 
what they do. I learned more about them 
through research, and once I did, I knew 
then that I wanted to be a part of the 
change they seek to provide. So when the 
opportunity presented itself, I put banking 
behind me, and took the job.

Q: How did your family feel 
about your new role?

Freeman: My dad was fully supportive 

of my decision and happy for me; however, 
he was unaware of what the chamber does 
or how they work. Nevertheless, he knew 
I was passionate about it, and he stands 
behind whatever I am passionate about 
and understood what it meant to me. He 
was so proud of me and that is definitely a 
great feeling.

Q: What’s next for you after your 
time on the board?

Freeman: I don’t know honestly. I am 
so bought into this position that I don’t 
want to depart from it until I feel all of what 
I can do for this community is done. I don’t 
really have a next plan. Down the road in 
life I want to go back to school for business 
administration, but the focus now is to 
make this work. I am so fulfilled every day 
that it doesn’t feel like work. It’s a lot to 
do and can be tiring, but it’s nothing I see 
myself walking away from any time soon. 
They have always said that when you love 
what you do, it doesn’t feel like work, and 
for me that is more than true.

Submitted photo

From left, Rita Patton, Diane Kay, Andrea Ellis, Mort Moody Jr., John-Mark Freeman and  Zack Lightsey at the Coosa Valley Chamber of Commerce.

‘When you love what you do, it doesn’t feel like work’
New chamber of commerce director loves the Coosa Valley community
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Quick Lane
at

Town & Country Ford
1103 Martin Street North   |   Pell City, Alabama, 35125   

  205-525-4777   |   PellCityQuickLane.com

PROUDLY SERVING THE PELL CITY COMMUNITY!

• Free Alignment Check • Free Suspension Inspections • Road Force Tire Balance Available
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Your complete Fluid Service Center
• Transmission • Coolant • Power Steering • Differential • Brakes

TRY OUR LOW PRICE TIRE GUARANTEE!
WE WILL BEAT OUR COMPETITIONS PRICE!

• Synthetic Blend Oil Change
• Tire Rotation and Pressure Check
• Brake Inspection
• Vehicle Checkup

The Works® and more

$6495

*Up to six quarts of Motorcraft® oil and Motorcraft or Omnicraft™ oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees extra. Hybrid 
battery test excluded. Offer valid 7/1/22 to 7/31/22. Offer not available in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Quick Lane® 

and Motorcraft® are registered trademarks of Ford Motor Company. Omnicraft™ is a trademark of Ford Motor Company. See 
participating U.S. Quick Lane® for exclusions and details through 7/31/22.

or less*

• Fluid Top-Off
• Battery Test
• Filter Check
• Belts and Hoses Check

Quick Lane at Town & Country Ford, Pell City

$17995

*Per-axle price on most vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. Available only in the United States. Must be enrolled in FordPass Rewards 
to earn or redeem FordPass Rewards Points. Points are not redeemable for cash or check. See the FordPass Rewards Program terms and 
conditions at FordPassRewards.com for information regarding expiration, redemption, forfeiture and other limitations on FordPass Rewards 
Points. **FordPass App, compatible with select smartphone platforms, is available via a download. Message and data rates may apply. 
Quick Lane® and Motorcraft® are registered trademarks of Ford Motor Company. Omnicraft™ is a trademark of Ford Motor Company. See 
participating U.S. Quick Lane for details through 9/30/22. Offer valid 7/1/22 to 9/30/22. 

MOTORCRAFT® OR 
OMNICRAFT™ 
COMPLETE BRAKE 
SERVICE 
• Brake pads or shoes
• Machining rotors or drums
• Labor included

LIFETIME 
WARRANTY 
ON BRAKES

or less, or redeem 
36,000 FordPass®

Rewards Points.*

Join FordPass Rewards today by downloading 
the FordPass App.** Members earn 10 Points 
per $1 spent on service visits.

Quick Lane at Town & Country Ford, Pell City

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Curtis Pippin is a former soldier who under-
stands that just because the uniform comes off, 
the mindset can still be present. 

The Leeds native had always wanted to join 
the military. He desired to help protect and 
serve his country when the chance became 
available. Outside of his natural inclination to 
serve, he was inspired by his mother and father 
who both were in the Air Force. 

Upon graduating from high school, he final-
ly got his chance to join the United States Army. 
The idea of being a part of something greater 
than himself, the structure, and discipline are 
the things he sought. With almost seven years 
devoted to his country, he 
fought for the American people 
and was blessed to be able to 
return home, and migrate into 
life after the military. However, 
that became easier said than 
done as he endured his own 
personal battle once he got 
home. 

Pippin’s own personal 
journey is what has fueled his 
passion to give back to the com-
munity in a way that is beyond 
needed. With limited resources 
available, he understands the 
importance of guiding those 
who need direction. With 
everything happening for a 
reason, he was an active duty 
operational support for the Alabama National 
Guard for about a year, but there was a funding 
shortage that led to him losing his job. With 
a family still to provide for, he continued to 
search for work, and applied for a position 
offered by the St. Clair County Extension Office 
and Auburn University.

Since last October, he has been with the 
extension office as its veteran outreach admin-
istrator, and he could not be happier to make 
such a great impact throughout the communi-
ty. 

Q: What made you take on this posi-
tion? 

Pippin: I spent 6 years and 9 months active 
duty in the Army and left in 2015. Upon return-
ing home, I encountered a lot of my own per-
sonal issues that bled into my family. I know 
what it is like to feel helpless and like no one 
understands what you are going through. So I 
am always trying to find that person that is liv-
ing in survival mode because I have been there, 
and I want to help. It’s hard, but I know with the 
right amount of help and resources, it can be 
better handled. 

Q: What is the role of a veteran out-
reach administrator?

Pippin: Well it depends on the program, but 
I am an employee of Auburn University who 
manages the program. In this area, it is like we 
are taking the program to the people. Everyday 
is a different experience. When you are in the 
military, they give you a network whether you 
want it or not, but when veterans are no longer 
connected to those given resources they strug-
gle rebuilding that network. When they run into 
a problem they don’t know how to access that 
anymore and that is where I come in to help 
put things into perspective to fix their needs. 
As well as educate them on the benefits and 
resources available for what they need whether 
it’s home repairs, for their health, and more. 

The help is there and available. 
I just help to show them the way 
and get them back connected 
with the community.

Q: How does your role 
benefit the community?  

Pippin: It helps the com-
munity get involved. A good 
community is one that takes 
care of each other. So my goal 
is to to bridge the gap between 
veterans and the community.  
Let those veterans know that 
they are not alone, but it is chal-
lenging to find them to give that 
connection and help. There is 
such a need in this county, but 
it’s not like there is an estab-

lishment I can walk into and just seek out those 
veterans that need help. It takes being dedicat-
ed and hard work to find them, and that’s okay 
because I am willing to put in that work.

Q: What is the biggest reward of 
working in this position? 

Pippin: To see the community efforts mak-
ing a difference. I set clear expectations for 
myself and the veteran I am helping. No matter 
the outcome, to gain their trust in the process, 
for them to understand that they are not alone, 
my best and all is given to whatever the project 
may be is one of the best rewards. All it takes is 
one person to come along to make a difference 
in their mindset. 

Q: What advice would you give to 
someone aspiring to go into the 
military?

Pippin:  If you decide to go the military 
route, be intentional and know where you want 
to go in your career. I believe that if you have an 
honest desire to serve, you will go on to do great 
things.

‘A good community is one that takes care of each other’
Curtis Pippin seeks to bridge the gap between veterans and the community
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Heritage Hall Museum 
and Art Center in Talladega 
has almost two hundred 
young artists’ artwork 
adorning its walls for the 
summer from its Art in 
the Schools program. The 
KidsArt exhibition includes 
pieces selected from over 
500 kids throughout the 
year from students of Tal-
ladega City Elementary 
schools created in art. 
Those selected received 
recognition of their art, the 
top 10 art pieces received 
museum merit awards, 
and Superintendent Dr. 
Quentin Lee chose his top 
three that he awarded. For a 
group of young minds, this 
event was a big deal and 
maybe the first step in art 
careers ahead.

“The museum has pro-
vided the arts enrichment 
program to kids for over 20 
years and is a big priority of 
ours. We have grown it for 
a couple of years now. The 
schools around here don’t 
have art included in their 
curriculum anymore, aside 
from our program that we 
offer. Since they do not, we 
take the art to them. Having 
art is important because 
it helps build skills and 
express creativity. We ini-
tially started with one grade 
level, but have been for-
tunate to add a new grade 
every year,” said Valerie 
White, executive director. 

Outside of the exhib-
its, the museum offers art 
classes both in person and 
virtually, has workshops, 
quilting, and offers an arts 
camp for kids that will run 
until the last week of July. 
For the camp, the areas of 
instruction will focus on 
drawing, painting, sculp-
tures, music, performances, 
and on the last day of camp 
kids will have a presenta-
tion at the Ritz Theatre.

White mentioned that 
during art camp it gives 
kids the opportunity to get 
involved in other things 
and most importantly get 
exposed to the different 
mediums and variations of 
art. Such as with the kids 
art exhibit, all the projects 
throughout the year were 
different to reveal a differ-
ent basic art skill weather it 
was oil painting, ink, work-
ing with pastels, outlines, 
dimensions, 3D projects 
and more. 

As a product of her 
environment with parents 
that were performers and 
opera singers, White spent 
the majority of her life in 
Germany, traveling, and 
seeing enough productions 
to last her lifetime. Though 
she is not a performer or 
paints anything she has a 
strong attachment to the 
arts, fully understands its 
importance, and how it can 
be inspirational. 

“Instead of taking the 
art route for my career, I 
was more into psychology. 
I got my MBA in consulting 
and financial services that I 
worked in for over 20 years. 
I actually worked inter-

nationally for quite some 
time, but I wanted a new 
start, so I came back home. 
Plus my family house need-
ed to be restored and while 
in town when I found out 
the museum needed help, 
I stepped up to fill in and 
haven’t left. I love artists 
and getting the chance to 
work with them, I feel I am 
just a natural. I’m no artist, 
I don’t paint or anything, 
but I create exhibits and 
to me that’s art in a sense. 
For Talladega, this place is 
a treasure and I couldn’t 
agree more.”

Asked how she decid-
ed what art pieces were 
selected out of the kids’ 
artwork, she said that 
she didn’t choose, but 
the teachers did. “A lot of 
details of whether the art 
was finished, executed 

properly, and the amount 
of detail that went into it 
were determining factors. 
From looking at the art they 
had to choose from it was 
definitely not an easy deci-
sion. I can promise and can 
believe there are plenty that 
could have made the cut, 
she added.”

The overall turnout was 
great and the best part, 
according to White, was 
that the kids were made to 
feel special and were cele-
brated. 

“The most rewarding 
part of putting exhibits 
together is the chance to be 
a delight to your audience. 
I look forward to this being 
a place people can come 
to just enjoy. Art enriches 
your life especially in this 
small community, it makes 
a big difference.”

W E  D O  W H A T  W E  D O 
B E C A U S E  C H I L D R E N 

H A V E  D R E A M S .

C H I L D R E N ’ S  O F  A L A B A M A
D O W N T O W N  R U S S E L L  C A M P U S

1600 7th Avenue South
Birmingham, AL 35294

205-638-9100

P E L L  C I T Y  P E D I AT R I C S
2850 Dr.  John Haynes Dr. 

Pel l  City,  AL 35125
205-884-2260

Chi ldrensAL.org

We work tirelessly 
to help kids get well 
because Hugh has 
a long list of stuff he 

wants to do.
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1605 Martin Street S., Suite 4
Pell City, AL  35128

www.b eyond sk enstud io.com
(256) 525-5580

• Facials • Waxing 
• Lash Extensions • Classes

ALI CI A B O Y D  
LI CE NSE D  AE ST H E T I CI AN

00
02

90
83

4r
1

Submitted photos

Sundi Hawkins, Valerie White, and Margaret Winchester at the KidsART 2022 
opening reception.

Heritage Hall showcases 
the talent of young 
Talladega artists
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www.bluebell.com

Sylacauga has been a home to Blue Bell for over 20 years. 

000293603r1

Dr. Michele Eller, Superintendent
43 North Broadway Ave. | Sylacauga, AL 35150 
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www.scsboe.org

Equipping Everyone for 
Excellence in Academics, Arts, 
Athletics, and College/Career 

Readiness
In partnership with our community, we 

inspire all students to discover pathways to 
greatness through a world-class education.

Photos by Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Youngsters work on their creations during an Art in the Schools class.

For the latest in local news, 
visit www.DailyHome.com
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256-237-5821 or 1-800-321-4414

401 South Noble St. • Anniston, AL
Free Estimates - Easy Terms - Since 1950

Eugene L. Evans Mfg. Co., Inc.

www.awningsbyevans.com

Let us turn your existing porch into 
a sunroom or screen room. Visit our 
website for more ideas.

ENJOY LIFE
Under a Sunroom or Screen Room

DON’T FALL
Keep Your Balance Going Up and Down Steps

ORNAMENTAL IRON HANDRAILS
Over 10 Styles To Choose From

STAY DRY
Under a Patio Cover or Canvas Awning
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Ragland Telephone 
Co., Inc.

www.ragland.com

630 Main Street, Ragland AL
205.472.2141

We provide telephone and 
DSL services to residents of 

Ragland, AL.
Monday - Friday: 8 am - 4pm

Wednesday: 8 am- 12pm
Saturday & Sunday: CLOSED 

000290530r1

OAK CIRCLE
ASSISTED 

LIVING
GIVING YOUR LOVED ONE THE COMFORTS 

OF HOME AWAY FROM HOME

605 15th Street N. | Pell City, AL 35125

205-884-4663

oakcircleassistedliving.com

000293857r1

• 24/7 Resident Care
• Medication Assistance
• Housekeeping 
  & Laundry Service
• Salon Service
• Daily Activities

Piggly Wiggly and Publix 
may be convenient, but 
nothing quite compares 

to the 
freshness 
and flavor 
of locally 
grown 
fruits and 
vegetables 
sold at 
your 
nearby 
farmers’ 
market.

 In 
the early 
morning 

hours, before the summer 
sizzle sets in, Alabama 
farmers neatly stack 
their cartons of squash, 
strawberries, cucumber, 
and zucchini––nature’s 
edible jewels.

 Here under the white 
canopies of the outdoor 
market, it’s about more 
than food. It’s about 
community.  

Growers gather to sell 

their harvest and connect 
with the communities in 
Talladega and St. Clair 
counties. Young and old 
alike stroll the aisles of 
booths filled with fresh 
produce that smells like 
rain and sunshine, glowing 
without the artificial aid 
of chemicals or wax. Red 
and green tomatoes gleam 
in rows like Christmas 
in July, while the juicy 
flavors of watermelon and 
cantaloupe taste like slow, 
sunny summers in the 
South.

 Somehow, knowing 
this bright array of food 
was grown in your own 
backyard makes you feel 
healthier, even if you 
plan to coat those green 
tomatoes and squash in 
breading and plop them in 
the deep fryer later.

 So while some stop to 
smell the roses, I prefer the 
farmers’ market, where 
you can stop and smell the 
peaches (and eat a few too). 

Local farmers’ markets 
provide home-grown produce and

a real sense of community

Susan
Cook

Photos by Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
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Website: http://www.omya-na.com

2071 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Hwy.   |  Sylacauga AL 35151

Phone: +1 256 245 1777  |  Fax: +1 256 245 0606

Omya Inc. is pleased to have been a part of the
Sylacauga and surrounding communities since 1992. 

®

Omya has an unwavering commitment to quality and total 
customer satisfaction through leadership in manufacturing 

technology, product innovation, application expertise, 
incomparable service, and an exceptional understanding of 

our customers’ needs. We pride ourselves on continuous direct 
customer communications to understand their changing needs 

for new product development and logistical support.
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PATTERSON
PHARMACY

7513 Patterson Dr  
Leeds 000290486r1(205) 699-5113

Serving The Community
Since 1966

BY NICK PATTERSON
Special to The Daily Home

Homes for sale right 
now on Lake Logan Martin 
are ranging from the low 
$100s to around $2 million, 
as revealed by glancing at 
recent real estate listing. 
And although some Logan 
Martin area homes are 
dropping in price, the aver-
ages have remained high 
during the pandemic.

Housing inventories 
around the lake are also 
pretty tight these days, with 
relatively fewer homes on 
the market than in previous 
years.

What explains the cur-
rent market conditions? 
Experts see trends that 
track with what’s happen-
ing nationally.

Realtor Nicole Ander-
son summed up the basic 
market conditions on the 
Lake Homes Realty website 
(lakehomes.com): “Logan 
Martin Lake real estate is 
the third largest market in 
the state for lake homes 
and lake lots. The typical 
average list prices of Logan 
Martin Lake homes for sale 
is $326,000. On average, 
there are 160 lake homes 
for sale on Logan Martin 
Lake, and 300 lake lots and 
parcels.”

She said that people 
really want to live the life-
style that only a lake like 
Logan Martin can provide. 
“Mainly living on the water 
has always been a peaceful 
and enjoyable experience 
for people. They love the 
opportunity to bring chil-
dren and grandchildren 
back around. Or create 
memories with their chil-
dren as they grow up. Or 
celebrate the golden years 
in a relaxing and peaceful 
way. There’s also the sense 
of community on the lake 
associated with its lifestyle 
and boating or other extra-
curricular activities.”

Anderson said that var-
ious economic conditions 
are currently pressuring 
the market at the lake. “The 
market itself is still limited 
with inventory and it is still 
hot when a listing comes 
online,” she said. “We do 
need more listing inventory 
as we still have a great any 
buyers. The interest rates 
are decreasing our ability to 
sell homes while the pric-
ing is remaining the same, 
which is pricing some peo-
ple out of the market with 
their monthly payment, or 
either down into a lower 
bracket of home prices that 
doesn’t really exist on the 
lake right now.”

That conditions at 
Logan Martin reflect what’s 
going on elsewhere can be 
seen in recent comments 
by government authorities 
on the housing market and 
the issues that shape it.

For example, Federal 
Reserve Chairman Jerome 
Powell, at a Federal Open 
Market Committee press 
conference June 15, noted 
how the pandemic and 
recent developments have 
impacted the economy.  
He was explaining why 

the market needs a reset 
to bring down inflation, 
but his words touched on 
housing.

“We saw home pric-
es moving up very, very 
strongly for the last couple 
of years. So that changes 
now. And rates have moved 
up,” he said. “We are well 
aware that mortgage rates 
have moved up a lot. And 
you are seeing a changing 
housing market. We are 
watching it to see what will 
happen. How much will 
it really affect residential 
investment? Not really sure. 
How much will it affect 
housing prices? Not really 
sure. 

“Obviously, we are 
watching that quite careful-
ly. It’s a very tight market. 
So prices might keep going 
up for a while, even in a 
world where rates are up. 
So it’s a complicated situ-
ation and we watch it very 
carefully.”

Anderson noted that one 
commonly-cited element 
that came to the fore during 
the pandemic is also at 
force at Logan Martin. “I’ve 
seen more people working 
from home and wanting 
to purchase properties in 
locations where they can 
do that enjoyably without 
a commute since the pan-
demic of 2020. The need for 
a home office is often one of 
the top requests for a home 
now, when we hardly had 
that before the pandemic,” 
she said. 

In a report on “Hous-
ing Prices and Inflation” 
from whitehouse.gov, 
authors Jared Bernstein, 
Ernie Tedeschi, and Sarah 
Robinson said that “pan-
demic-related market 
disruptions like increased 
demand and rising building 
costs as well as other long-
term supply constraints 
in the housing market 
have contributed to record 
increases in prices.” They 
called the growth in home 
values “extraordinary.”

“In addition to sup-
ply factors, there are also 
potential pandemic-related 
demand factors stemming 
from increased at-home 
work and heightened 
mobility. At the start of 
the pandemic, there were 
elevated levels of migration 
away from city centers and 
into suburbs and other less 
population-dense areas. 
This created higher than 
usual churn in the housing 
market. Moreover, mort-
gage rates—which have 
declined to all-time lows 
over the past year—are 
making borrowing more 
affordable (for those with 
relatively good credit histo-
ries), thereby contributing 
to stronger demand for new 
homes.”

That report came out in 
September 2021, however. 
More recent analyses sug-
gest that the high end hous-
ing market is cooling down 
now in comparison to last 
year — although prices 
are still going up for luxury 
homes — just at a lower 
rate than 2021, according to 

Redfin, a Seattle-based real 
estate brokerage. 

“The luxury-housing 
market, which experienced 
a meteoric surge last year, is 
coming back down to earth 
amid a slumping stock mar-
ket, rising mortgage rates 
and economic uncertainty,” 
Redfin’s Lily Katz wrote in a 
June 10 report. “The luxury 
market is cooling as soar-
ing interest rates, a tepid 
stock market, inflation and 
economic certainty put a 
damper on demand. For 
a luxury buyer, a higher 
mortgage rate can mean a 
monthly housing bill that’s 
thousands of dollars more 
expensive. The year-over-
year cooldown is also a 
reflection of the market for 
high-end homes coming 
back to earth following a 
nearly 80% surge in sales a 
year ago,” she wrote.

So what will that mean 
for homes around the lake? 
One indication may be that 
some sellers are reducing 
their prices. For example, 
Zillow lists a manufactured 
home built in 1995 that has 
recently been reduced by 
$29,000, while a similar-
ly-sized dwelling built on 
the lake in 1974 has been 
reduced by $30,000. 

Sharon Thomas of Re/
Max Hometown Properties, 
sees a cooling trend com-
ing. “In my opinion, things 
will slow down due to ris-
ing interest rates and the 
increased housing costs,” 
she said. “I truly think the 
market will level off and we 
will see house prices drop 
a bit.”

There may be various 
reasons for some sellers to 
reduce prices, or for some 
vacant properties to remain 
on the market for weeks 
and months at a time. 
Those examples, realtors 
say, are not the whole pic-
ture.  

“We see the market lev-
eling out but still in short 
supply of inventory and a 
demand of buyers,” said 
Caran Wilbanks, a Realtor 
with ERA King Real Estate 
in Pell City. 

She said the trend 
remains positive for sellers 
on the lake. “It’s a sellers’ 
market in my opinion,” she 
said. “Sellers are getting 
asking prices and more.  
With multiple offers in 
some cases.”

 Where will the Lake 
Logan Martin market go? 
It’s as uncertain as it is 
elsewhere in the country, 
apparently, and outside 
factors may still impact 
the market, Thomas said. 
“Lakefront property is very 
appealing, but the higher 
prices may have a lot of 
buyers on the fence. If 
someone is in the market, it 
is a good time to buy before 
interest rates get any high-
er. If they wait for them to 
come down, buyers may be 
waiting a while.”

 Anderson said that 
either interest rates or basic 
prices need to drop.

“I’m not sure where 
the market is headed but 
I know we need interest 

rates to go down or home 
prices to go down in order 
for it to continue to flour-
ish,” Anderson said. “There 
is such an influx of new 
agents at the same time as 
there is no inventory. So, 
I’m sure it’s spreading a lot 
of people thin as to what 
they can sell. I know it’s 
making it more competitive 
among agents to sell some-
thing.”

The appeal of Logan 
Martin as a place to live is in 
no danger of diminishing. 
“Everyone loves and wants 
to come to the lake,” Wil-
banks said. “It’s refreshing 
and relaxing.” 

‘Everyone wants to come to the lake’
The market ‘is still hot’ for Logan 

Martin properties, local Realtors say

Photos by Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
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We accept Visa, Mastercard & Discover   •   Money Orders Available   • Food Stamps & WIC Accepted     

Thank You For Letting Us 
Be A Part Of Your Family!

Always the freshest 
PRODUCE, MEAT AND DAIRY

Welcome To �e 
Piggly Wiggly
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1LINCOLN • 125 BEAR PARKWAY

OFFICE 205-763-7112
MON.-THURS. 6 A.M.-9 P.M.

FRI.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M., SUN. 7 A.M. - 9 P.M.

SYLACAUGA •  1351 WEST FORT WILLIAMS ST.
OFFICE 256-249-8989
MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.,

SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

PHARMACY

TALLADEGA • 320 W. BATTLE ST.
OFFICE 256-362-7949, DELI 362-7956

MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.,  SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

PHARMACY

CHILDERSBURG •  1068 1ST STREET N.W.
OFFICE 256-378-5795

MON-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.
PHARMACY

SYLACAUGA •  1244 TALLADEGA HIGHWAY
OFFICE 256-249-4836

MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.,  SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.
PHARMACY
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Restoring hope& wellness

Adult
• Outpatient Therapy and

Psychiatric Services
• Group & Individual Substance

Use Programs and Treatments
• Intellectual Disabilities Day

Habilitation Services
• Residential Programs

Specialized Services
• Mental Health First Aid
• Telehealth
• Access to Care

Program and Services

Child and Adolescent
• Outpatient Therapy and

Psychiatric Services
• Case Management
• Day Treatment
• School-based Therapy

Accredited By  
The Joint Commission

(251) 450-2211 • (888) 335-3044
  AltaPointe.org 

Office & Telehealth Appointments Available
Certified by the State of Alabama 

Department of Mental Health

Administrative Office
351 W. 3rd Street 

Sylacauga, AL 35150

Clay Outpatient
88217 Highway 9

Lineville, AL 36266 

Randolph Outpatient
706 Main St.

Roanoke, AL 36274

Sylacauga Outpatient
1661 Old Birmingham Hwy.

Sylacauga, AL 35150

Talladega Outpatient
10 Bemiston Ave.

Talladega, AL 35160

Compassionate and Convenient 
Family Medical Care

Accordia Health provides easy access to high-quality, comprehensive medical care. We coordinate treatment, medications, and any other
aspect required to help you and your family maintain health and wellness. As a Federally Qualified Heath Center, it is our mission to provide 

complete primary care and preventative care to people of all ages regardless of ability to pay*. Access specific Accordia Health services from 
virtually anywhere. Contact us to schedule an appointment for you and your family. 

Contact Accordia Health for a complete list of available services.

*The Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic and Treatment (EPSDT) benefit provides comprehensive and preventive healthcare services for children under age 21 who are enrolled in Medicaid. Accordia Health provides services regardless of a patient’s ability to pay. Discounts are 
o�ered on services based on a Sliding Fee Discount Program on your household size and income. Accordia Health is a Federally Qualified Health Center. This health center receives HHS funding and has Federal Public Health Service (PHS) deemed status with respect to certain health 
or health-related claims, including medical malpractice claims, for itself and its covered individuals. All calls are answered 24/7. Interpretation for the hearing impaired available. Translation services are available. Contamos con servicios de traducción disponibles. Có các dịch vụ dịch thuật.

Accordia-Health.org O�ce & Telehealth
Appointments Available

All Federally Qualified Health Center services will be available either onsite or by referral.
Referred services may include dental, obstetrics, x-rays, vision, etc.
We accept Medicaid, Medicare, All Kids and most private insurance.*

(256) 377-8008
9518 U.S. Hwy 231 • Rockford, AL 35136

Accredited By  
The Joint Commission

HRSA FTCA 
Deemed Facility

000293763r1
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Bain & Company, PC
Greg Bain, CPA

1609 Cogswell Ave. | Pell City, AL 35125

(205) 884-2332

Proudly serving Pell City 
residents and businesses for 

24 years.

• Bookkeeping 
• Tax Preparation & Filing 

• Accounting Assistance
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Hours
Monday - Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
CLOSED Sunday

70 6th Ave., Ashville, AL 35953
(205) 594-5461

Custom Embroidery, Screen Printing, 
Heat Press, Vinyl Signs, Car Decals, 

and more!

www.sewniceembroidery.com/
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Wood Appraisal
Service

Dot H. Wood
State Certified Appraiser

dotwood59@gmail.com
1704 Cogswell Avenue | Pell City, Alabama 35125

205-884-1608

99 Magnolia St., South • Lincoln

LINCOLN
PHARMACY

205-763-7759

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PHARMACY

Open: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sat. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Friendly, helpful service
with a wide range of 

convenient products.

000281170R1

Dr. David H. Pickrell

Cheaha Eye Associates, P.C.
Optometrists

Offi ce Park East Suite F, 300 East St. No., Talladega
Member American Optometric Association

• Extended Evening Appointments Available •Saturday Appointments Available
•Comprehensive Eye Exams•Contact Lenses, Bifocal & Disposable

•No Line Bifocals •Latest Fashion Frames

NEWLY ACCEPTED INSURANCE
• Seniors First/Health Springs of Alabama

• Eyemed • Cigna
OTHER INSURANCES ACCEPTED

• Medicare • Blue Cross/Blue Shield • United Healthcare 
• Medicaid • National Vision Administrators • Spectera (Bell South) 

• Vision Choice Alliance (AEA) • Aetna Dr. David H. Pickrell

Call 362-5800 for appointment
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Call 256-362-5800 For Appointment
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HOURS: Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 8:30-5:00, 
Tues. 8:30-5:30 & Saturday 8:30-4:00 By Appointment

• Com p r ehensiv e Ey e Exam s 
• Contact Lenses 

(B if ocal &  D isp osab le)
• N o Line B if ocals 

• Latest Fashion Fr am es

MOST  INSURANCES 
ACCEPTED

Member American Optometric Association

Cheaha Eye Associates, P.C.
  Optometrists

O�ce Park East Suite F, 300 East St. N., Talladega

The short life of Masie 
Knight started and ended in 
lower Talladega County. 

Mom 
was a true 
advocate 
of the 
outdoors. 
I still 
remember 
the stories 
that she 
would 
tell of her 
child-
hood. Her 
memo-
ries as a 

child and young adult life 
centered around the banks 
of Kahatchee Creek and 
Cedar Creek, which are 
portions of Lay Lake in Fay-
etteville. 

She would always speak 
of barefoot adventures, 
fishing, wading creeks and 
playing with the other local 
kids in ponds and springs 
near their home front. Mom 
and her brother Shane were 
quite the pair. They were 
very close, and they trav-
eled and grew up together 
in a very tight setting. 

My Uncle Shane still 
swears that Masie could 
“hold her on” with anybody 
her age or older. He jokes 
about how stern and strong 
she was. I am sure they 
were a handful for small 
town Fayetteville. 

The kids during this 
timeframe relied on outside 
activities for pleasure and 
fun. Mom and Uncle Shane 
always said that they were 
very poor when it came to 
money growing up. They 
also claim that they never 
knew how poor they were, 
because they didn’t need 
much to have fun and enjoy 
childhood. Outside activi-
ties in and on creeks, mud 
puddles, woods, pastures 
and backcountry roads 
were all they needed. 

From what I have 
gathered, Mom loved to 
help others at a very early 
age. She seemed to have 
everyone’s respect. Why, I 
am not completely sure. It 
could have been her per-
sonality, attractive looks or 
her demeanor. To this day, 
people approach me and 
ask if I am Masie Knight’s 
son. That is something that 
really makes me proud. I 
know that others loved her 
very much. 

I truly believe she 
impacted the lives of so 
many, even on her dark-
est of days. Mom was well 
known for her musical 
talents locally and abroad. 
I can remember as a young 
boy traveling to Nashville, 

where she would record 
music. Her dream was to 
make the big time and be 
a country singer, a dream 
that was not farfetched. 
She was very good. During 
her short musical career, 
she started a band called 
The Cutting Edge. She and 
her fellow band members 
would practice and put on 
shows locally. She truly 
loved to perform in front 
of others, and she was very 
good at it. I wish that her ill-
nesses would have allowed 
her more time to pursue 
her dreams. I believe she 
could have made it. 

Growing up as a kid in 
rural southern Talladega 
county had many advan-
tages. As a family, we lived 
a very simple life. Both 
of my parents, Masie and 
Chris Knight, could be 
considered average middle 
class. We had everything 
we needed, but we were 
not rich by any means. My 
mom was a very loving per-
son. She would always let 
multiple friends come over 
and spend the night with 
us. She was known as the 
mother to many in our area. 
It would not be uncommon 
to have 10 or 15 kids at the 
house at any given time. 

She cooked for, disci-
plined and looked out for 
us all. She was the best 
mom ever. Her relation-
ships with all of my friends 
gained her tremendous 
respect. All of my child-
hood friends’ parents loved 
Mom. She never gave up 
on her kids or any of my 
friends. 

During her struggles 
with cancer, Mom would 
give testimonies to church-
es and other places of inter-
est. She was very involved 
in her community during 
these dreadful times. She 
even published small arti-
cles in local publications 
that would give testimonies 
and hope to others during 
times of hardship. 

She gave more than she 
received always, even till 
the end. I can remember 
her giving money to home-
less people after she would 
get cancer treatments in 
Birmingham. She prob-
ably didn’t have much to 
give but she did it anyway. 
Those actions defined her 
character as a person. It 
was not uncommon for 
Mom to just stop on the 
street and start praying with 
someone, just because she 
had a feeling they were in 
need. I always felt like her 
godly calling was to help 

Honoring a family legacy 
by investing in the future

Submitted photos

CJ
Knight

MASIE KNIGHT

ALEX BEARDEN

HAGEN DELEE

MADISON WHITE

BETSY RAY

HAYDEN DANFORD

MASON FOY

BRICEN WAITES

JAYLA DUNCAN

NICHOLAS MCDANIEL

CAROLINE HUDGINS

KEYNIJA VARNER

SKYLAR WOOD

CHANCE OWENS

LACEY LIMBAUGH

TORI MOTTLA

Please see KNIGHT | Page 3B
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RESTAURANTRESTAURANTRESTAURANTRESTAURANTRESTAURANT
GUIDEGUIDEGUIDEGUIDEGUIDE

BUDDY’S  BBQ
1 0 3  H aynes S t. ,  T alladeg a

2 5 6 - 3 6 2 - 8 8 5 1
FULL BREAKFAST MENU
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Open M-F 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sat. 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Meat, 2 Vegetables, 
Bread & Drink $9.99

Come in and enjoy a margarita with us!
General Manager - Luis Barragan

51 Vaughan Lane   |   Pell City, AL   |   Walmart Shopping Center
205-525-5122

Monday - Thursday 
11:00am - 9:00pm  

Friday 11:00am - 10:00pm
Saturday 11:00am - 10:00pm    

Sunday 11:00am - 9:00pm

Enjoy some of the best 
Mexican food you will ever eat!

4852 Cogswell Ave. 
Pell City 35125

ASIAN 
RESTAURANT

Daily Lunch Specials

Order online at oishiasianrestaurant.com

Dine In,  Carry Out  or Delivery
205-338-7774 | 205-338-7775

Open 6 Days a Week  Tues-Thurs 11 am - 9 pm, Fri - Sat 11 am - 10 pm,  
Sun 11 am - 9 pm & Closed Mondays

Sushi, Hibachi, Asian Wok, Full Bar

Hwy 231 South
Town Park Plaza • Pell City, AL

205.884.2195

DAILY
LUNCH SPECIALS

Sun., Mon., Wed. 
11am - 9pm
�ur. - Sat. 

11am - 10pm
CLOSED TUESDAY

Come have a meal 
and margarita!

107 Johnson Ave. • Talladega
256-362-0505

First House
Chinese Restaurant
DRIVE THRU ONLY

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
Business Hours: 
Mon. - Closed

Tues.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Fri. 11 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Sat. - Sun. 11:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Hibachi    Sushi    Asian

LUNCH SPECIALS
Habachi ~ 11 am - 2:30 pm

DINE-IN OR TAKE-OUT

111 Stephen J. White Blvd., Suite 115, Talladega

256-268-8608

•Appetizers
•Lo Meins
•Soups and Salads

•Fried Rice  
•Sushi Rolls and
  Dinners

HOURS: Monday thru Sunday, 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Come Enjoy The Look & Feel of the 1950’s!

704B Battle St. E., Talladega 
 256-268-8036

704B Battle St. E., Talladega 

Pop The Top 
Soda Shop

• Handspun 
  Milkshakes
  & Malts
• Banana Splits 
  & Ice Cream
• Premium Hot Dogs

NOW SERVING BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH AND SPECIALTY 

DRINKS!
DINE IN, CURBSIDE OR 

DOORDASH (SYL.)

CHILDERSBURG
256-346-3051

SYLACAUGA
256-487-6055

1700 Martin St N. Pell City, AL

205-338-1443

Best BBQ Ever!Best BBQ Ever!

www.gimmegrub.com

Mitch Hurt
John McCutcheon

The Three Earred 
Rabbit LEEDS 205-702-6109

TRUSSVILLE 205-655-2000

Delicious Deli Sandwiches, Homemade soups & salads.      
                               Homemade  baked goods & cakes.
                                            Now available casserole dinners to go.

DELIVERY BY DOORDASH

We can cater your next event, party or get together!ASK ABOUT OUR 
CATERING!

�e�reeEarredRabbit.com

HOURS
Sunday - Wednesday 
11:00 am - 9:00 pm
Thursday - Saturday
11:00 am - 10:00 pm

2201 7th Ave 
Pell City 35125

(659) 658-4235

Dine In & Carry 
Out Available

MAYA’S

MEXICAN GRILL

MAYA’S

Like and share our new facebook page.
El Cazador Mexican Grill #4

 Downtown, Pell City
1901 Cogswell Ave. Suite #1

205-338-7585

Open Sun.-�ur. 11 a.m-9 p.m., 
Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
LUNCH SPECIALS!

FR ESH  C A TFI SH ,  
H U SH  P U P P I ES,  SH R I M P  &  M O R E!

O rd er &  P ay O nl ine at:
w w w . th eark riv ersid e. co m

13 03 0 H w y.  7 8 ,  R iv ersid e,  A L
2 05-3 3 8 -7 4 2 0

Su n. ,  Tu es.  &  W ed .  11 am - 7 : 3 0 p m
Th u rs. ,  Fri.  &  Sat.  11 am - 8  p m 

C l o sed  M o nd ays

J N R ’ S 
S W E E T  T R E A T S

1917 Cogswell Ave., Ste 5 | Pell City, AL
Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 11 am-7 pm, 

Fri. & Sat. 11 am-9:30 pm, Sun. 12 pm-5 pm
(205) 813-0354

Ice Cream, Home-Made Wa�e Cones,  
Milk Shakes, Sundaes & Floats

1917 Cogswell Ave., Ste 5 | Pell City, AL

Milk Shakes, Sundaes & FloatsMilk Shakes, Sundaes & Floats

1917 Cogswell Ave., Ste 5 | Pell City, AL

Milk Shakes, Sundaes & Floats

J & S
COUTNRY STORE & DELI

205-338-3052
2500 Stemley Bridge Rd. Pell City, AL

Made Fresh Daily
Speciality & Signature Sandwiches,

Soups and Salads

Breakfast Starts at 5 a.m.
Call for Dailty Specials

Monday - Friday

Premium Non-Ethanol Gas - Great for Boats

2401 Stemley Bridge Rd.
Pell City 

(Cropwell Commons Shopping Center)

205-884-3625

Open Tues.-Sat.4:00 p.m. until

Steaks, Specialty Salads and 
Sandwiches, Hamburgers, 

Wings and more!

Live Music Thursdays 
& Saturdays

Chinese & Japanese Cuisine
JADE EAST BUFFET

LUNCH & DINNER BUFFET

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

(205) 338-8868
47 Vaughan Lane • Pell City, AL
Located In The Wal Mart Shopping Center

CLOSED MONDAYS

BURGERS, WINGS, & MORE
WHERE GOOD FOOD TASTES EVEN BETTER

Dine in or carry out.
Last plate served will be just as fresh as the �rst plate of the day.

JUMBOSFOODFOOD@GMAIL.COM
2516 5th AVENUE N. PEL CITY 35125 659-658-6262

000293810r1

others and to use her situ-
ation as an inspiration to 
help others. Her presence is 
still felt today in the lives of 
many people. 

Masie was diagnosed 
with aggressive breast can-
cer in early 2002. She would 
undergo procedure after 
procedure for the next 3 1/2 
years. These procedures 
included radiation, chemo, 
gamma knife and amputa-
tion. She was in the fight of 
her life. 

These times were very 
difficult for her and for the 
family. I can remember 
as a very young kid the 
pressures and sadness that 
came with this illness. It 
was horrible in so many 
ways. Mom was a fighter 
and remained faithful, even 
after receiving news that 
she would have less than 
a year to live in 2004. She 
fought a losing battle for 
a very long time, but she 
never gave up. She fought 
for her kids, family and 
others until her last breath. 
And that is why I believe 
Masie Knight will forever be 
a local hometown hero. 

This brief biography is 
one of the hardest things 
that I have ever written. All 
of the details bring back 
so many memories, both 
pleasurable and painful. 
The testaments of what she 
went through, in that short 
amount of time, was often 
unbearable. I can only hope 
that this will help others 
in some form or fashion in 
the future. It is so hard for 
me to muster up the words 
to explain my mother’s 
legacy. As her oldest son, I 
feel obliged to help others 
in her memory and what 
she stood for. That’s why 
my family and I started the 
Masie Knight Memorial 
Scholarship Fund.

The 501 (c) nonprofit 
was established in January. 
Though my family has been 
giving scholarships since 
her death in 2005, we have 
just recently established the 
nonprofit in its entirety due 
to growth of the organiza-
tion. With the help of yearly 
fundraisers, our nonprofit 
is able to give scholarships 
to high school seniors in my 
mother’s name. 

Since 2005, more than 
$58,000 in scholarships 
has been awarded. This 
past year, the Masie Knight 
Memorial awarded $15,000 
in scholarships to high 
school seniors from B.B. 
Comer, Fayetteville, and 
Childersburg high schools, 
as you can see in the 
accompanying photos. This 
is all possible due to the 
supporter of and partici-
pants in our annual squirrel 
rodeo. 

You heard me right – a 
squirrel rodeo. I encourage 
local residents to partici-
pate in the next one. You 
might just win some awe-
some prizes while doing 
so. We will be expanding 
our school zones for the 
upcoming years, due to 
growth of the foundation. 
I will add that we are not 
salaried nonprofit employ-
ees. All proceeds go directly 
back into our communities 
and for the fundraising 
supplies. We appreciate 
everyone’s contributions 
and help. We simply could 
not keep her legacy alive 
without the local commu-
nities’ help.

We are very proud of the 
2022 Masie Knight Memori-
al Recipients, and all of the 
graduating seniors. 2021-
2022 was not the easiest of 
years for our high school 
seniors. With Covid issues 
still prevalent, these kids 
have withstood the nation’s 
many challenges/troubles. 
We couldn’t be prouder 
of them. We feel like these 
deserving students will 
represent the Masie Knight 
Scholarship to the fullest. 
In an ever-changing world, 
these high school students 
will go on to impact their 
society in a positive way. 

Mom asked one thing 
from her family, and that 
was to never let her legacy 
be forgotten. We are very 
proud to serve high school 
graduates in our local com-
munity with these oppor-
tunities. 

CJ Knight is president of 
the Masie Knight Memorial 
Scholarship Fund Inc.

KNIGHT
Continued from Page 2B
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303 East Street South, Talladega
256-362-0033

000290445r1

ASK FOR LAKESIDE HOSPICE
IT IS YOUR CHOICE!

Serving St. Clair, Blount, Talladega, Jefferson, 
Etowah, Calhoun, Shelby and Coosa Counties.

Know what to ask and who to ask for...

•   Is Lakeside Hospice Medicare Certi�ed? Y es
•   Does Lakeside Hospice care for a patient that does 
     not have insurance? Y es
•   Is Lakeside Hospice a non-pro�t organization? Y es
•   Will Lakeside Hospice come to the home if there is 
     a crisis any time day or night and weekends? Y es
•   Does Lakeside Hospice work with the hospital and
     nursing homes in our area? Y es
•   Does Lakeside Hospice have a follow up care plan 

     for the family? Y es

205-884-1111
Fax 205-884-1114

4010 Masters Rd.
Pell City, AL 35128

www.lakesidehospice.org
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BY FAITH DORN
Special to The Daily Home

Pell City’s 2022 Home-
town Block Party was 
enjoyed more than 20,000 
attendees, according to 
organizers’ estimates. 

The annual community 
celebration was started by 
the Pell City Chamber of 
Commerce more than 20 
years ago to bring the com-
munity together for a fun 
event. 

Urainah Glidewell, 
executive director of the 
Pell City Chamber of Com-
merce, believes this year’s 
event went very well and 
is glad there was a large 
turnout. 

“There were three stages 
of live music, and so many 
people were out to enjoy 
the entertainment and visit 
over 100 vendors. The kids 
who attended also got to 
enjoy the kids’ area with 
inflatables,” she said. 

In addition to the live 
music, the event also fea-
tured an auto show with 
100 cars. “Unfortunately, 
we had to turn some cars 
away. We hope that next 
year we will have more 
space to make the car show 
even bigger,” said Glide-
well.  

She added that her 
favorite part of the Home-
town Block Party was see-
ing families come out to the 
event together and enjoy it. 
“Whether it was listening to 
music or the kids playing in 
the kids’ area or checking 
out the cars or sampling the 
foods, I loved seeing people 
enjoying themselves at the 
block party.” 

Glidewell said the 
chamber received many 
compliments about the 
music line-up, which 
featured such acts as The 
WingNuts, former contes-
tant on The Voice Berritt 
Haynes, and former Ameri-
can Idol contestant Tristen 
Grissett. 

In addition to the 
entertainment provided 
by the chamber, the Pell 
City Police Department 
brought a special guest to 
the Hometown Block Party: 
weather expert James 

Spann. 
“It was an extra bonus 

to have James Spann here,” 
Glidewell said. “He was 
signing copies of his book, 
and he had a line all day. 
I joked all day that the 
weather was great because 
James Spann was there. It 
was truly perfect weather, 
not overly hot or humid.”

Glidewell is grateful for 
the community’s support of 
the event every year, as well 
as the support of the vol-
unteers and sponsors who 
make the event possible.

“There are so many 
logistics, from stages to the 
kids’ area and more. The 
City of Pell City, the Pell 
City Police Department, 
the Pell City Fire Depart-
ment, the street depart-
ment, Boy Scouts, Cub 
Scouts, and more helped 
make this happen,” Glide-
well said. 

Buffalo Rock, Vulcan 
Tire and Automotive, and 
Ford Meter Box sponsored 
the stages and the kids’ 
area.

Other sponsors includ-
ed American Family Care, 
Hargray Communications, 
T-Mobile, Town & Coun-
try Ford, Winsouth Credit 
Union, APEX Vehicle Ser-
vices, Fort McClellan Credit 
Union, Lakeside Live, Fresh 
Value, Insurance Planning 
Services, Julie Funderburg, 
Shine Shanty, The Realty 
Pros, Strides Media, Gil-
reath Printing and Signs, 
Specialty Printing, and RTL 
Printing. Glidewell is also 
grateful for the Chamber’s 
Capital Campaign spon-
sors who make Chamber 
events throughout the year 
possible.  

The next big event for 
the Pell City Chamber of 
Commerce is the Christ-
mas Parade, but it will also 
host other events through-
out the year including 
Lunch and Learns, Busi-
ness Builder Breakfasts, 
and more. For more infor-
mation about the chamber 
and its events, visit pellci-
tychamber.com or follow 
them on Facebook. 

The date for the next 
Hometown Block Party is 
June 3, 2023. 

Another successful 
Hometown Block 
Party in Pell City

Tens of thousands 
come together for fun 

community festival

Photos by Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
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NEW
FRESH
MELTS

MAKE ANY FOOTLONG
A MELT FOR $1 MORE

STEAK & CHEESE MELT

HAM & CHEESE MELT

TALLADEGA 608 East Battle St., 256-362-0741
Subway® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP LLC. ©2020 Subway IP LLC. 

Freshly made per order. Limited time.
Extras addit’l. Plus tax.

TM
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Y ou r sou rce f or q u ality m eats 
f or over 4 0  years and a P rou d 

Com m u nity P artner. . .  

Supporting, Caring & Serving 
our Community.
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Like The Daily Home on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/DailyHomenewspaper

Follow on Twitter: 
@DailyHome

On the web at
DailyHome.com
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Inspired by the brave and bold bison – our time honored 
and forward powered mascot – students who attend 
SUSCC blaze new trails every day. 

Regardless of conditions, challenges, or circumstances, 
they press forward, empowered by the certainty that a 
Bison Nation education will lead them to create strong and 
successful lives and careers.

It’s time to blaze your own path at SUSCC! Call today to set 
up a campus tour, or visit us virtually at suscc.edu. It’s time 
to be Bison brave. It’s time to be Bison bold. 

It’s time toIt’s time to

BLAZE A NEW PATH.

Wadley  •  Opelika  •  Valley  •  SUSCC.edu

00
02

90
44

4r
1

320 North Elm Avenue   
 Sylacauga, AL 35150

www.radneysmith.com

256-245-1616

Honoring Lives with the
 Highest Standards of 

Service and Safety

RESPONSIBLY SERVING THE COMMUNITIES 
WE ARE PRIVILEGED TO BE A PART OF!

000284760R1

• In-person Arrangements and Pre-planning
  Consultations, Here or at Your Location.
• Phone, Email and Web Arrangements 
   Available
• Live-Streaming Services.
• Web and Phone Pre-Planning Consultations 
• In-Person or No-Contact Cemetery 
   Visitation and Tours.

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Shareka Cook Lee is the new coordina-
tor of assessment and math instruction for 
Talladega County Schools, and she could 
not be happier to experience what she 
considers to be a a full-circle moment. To 
continue to work in the city that provided 
her education from elementary to high 
school, she feels very fortunate and sees it 
as a way to give back to her community. 

Lee has been a principal at Sycamore 
Elementary School, an assistant principal 
at Stemley Elementary, and an elementary 
school teacher. She is well-rounded within 
the educational system and looks forward 
to helping to increase test scores and focus 
on mental math to lessen the dependence 
on technology. 

As a parent, teacher, and leader, she is 
able to understand the view of students 
and teachers from both inside and outside 
of the classroom. This position is personal 
to her because she desires the best for the 
young minds of the future. To learn the 
basics of math is vital for everyday life, and 
she wants students to be prepared for that, 
and teachers to be equipped to provide 
what is needed for instruction.

Lee had this to say in an interview about 
her new role.

Q: When did you learn you had 
been selected for the role?

Lee: Well, I was at my son’s baseball 
game when I got the call. At the time I was 
still principal at Sycamore Elementary, 
so when I looked down and noticed it 
was Superintendent Dr. Suzanne Lacey, 
I thought nothing of it honestly. I just fig-
ured it was her calling about something 
pertaining to the school or a parent, the 
usual, nothing more. So when she told me 
the job was mine, it was a very humbling 
experience especially to receive the news 
from her. She’s almost like a mom to me, 
and for her to be able to offer me the job 
meant so much.

Q: What does your role involve?
Lee: The general overview includes 

assessing all assessments for all of Tal-
ladega County schools, analyzing data, 
identifying long term and short term goals 
for each school. I also make sure to adhere 
to the new numeracy law [that requires 
students who are math deficient to partici-
pate in at least 60 hours of learning in math 
during the summer]. So in a cluster I am 

the resource person and to be that support 
the teachers need to get the job done in 
educating students. I strongly believe that 
by giving teachers, principals, and math 
instructors the help they 
need, it will improve stu-
dents to be more mathemati-
cally sound.

Q: How does your role 
make a difference in 
the community?

Lee: I believe it impacts 
our entire system. I am liv-
ing in a system that my own 
child attends. To give them 
the support and resources 
needed is like giving back 
to the community. We want 
and need our kids college 
and career ready.

 Q: How important is math?
Lee: Reading, writing, and arithmetic to 

me are the basics of life. I developed a love 
for math as I taught students and it grew 
to become my favorite subject to teach. I 
noticed that those that struggled in read-
ing generally also had problems in math 

or vice versa. Nevertheless, you truly can 
not have one without the other. It is used 
daily from cooking, getting gas, balancing 
your checkbook, buying food, or simply 

at work. These core skills 
are the basic foundation we 
need. There are many com-
ponents to be successful, 
and math is a subject that 
should have just as much 
emphasis placed on it as we 
do reading.

 Q: What is your per-
spective on various 
methods of math?

Lee: When a child can 
explain to you how they can 
solve the problem, they own 
it, and that’s important and 

a tell-tale sign of that student that does 
not and needs a little more help. After all, 
there is more than one way to solve a math 
problem. As far as the changing of math 
methods, I think it is getting kids to explain 
their math tradition. It helps kids break the 
problem down to smaller numbers and 
understand the why of the problem. 

Talladega County’s new coordinator of math instruction 
seeks to lessen reliance on technology when solving problems

Chris Norwood/The Daily Home

Shareka Lee, right, with Blair Steffens, principal of Munford Middle School, and Alex Johnson, assistant principal of Stemley Road Elementary School. 
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Let Us Make Your Home Beautiful
FREE ESTIMATES

256.378.0606 • 256.510.2446

34470 Hwy. 280 - Childersburg

Glass Co., Inc.
Sylacauga

“Since 1979”

debbiesanders53@yahoo.com

YOUR ONE STOP
GLASS SHOP!

510 N. Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga

256-245-2222
Fax 256-245-2223

•Residential  
•Commercial  •Industrial

Alabama Termite
& Pest Control

717 1st Street SW
Childersburg, AL 256.378.6903

With Safe
& Modern
Methods

RUDD’S
LAUNDROMAT

901 N. Anniston Ave. | Sylacauga, AL

256-245-5936
DROP OFF
SERVICE.
WE WASH

AND FOLD!

5 a m  -  L a s t  w a s h  s t a r t  t i m e  7 p m
7 DAYS A WEEK

LARGE
CAPACITY 
MACHINES

CHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPAuto SalesCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAP
DIRT

Need A Reliable Vehicle 
for CHEAP? Come On 

Down Where the Prices 
Can’t Be BEAT!

WE WILL WORK
WITH YOU!

Call Patrick
at 256-794-0022

42811 US Hwy 280, Sylacauga 35150

Robby Roberson
Owner

256-378-4845
JRA@jandrautomotive.net

34785 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga, AL 35150

Robby Roberson
Owner

256-378-4845
JRA@jandrautomotive.net

34785 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga, AL 35150

COME SEE US
For Your Auto 

Repair & 
Maintenance 

Needs

SHOP SYLACAUGA,
CHILDERSBURG & OAK GROVE

210 Calhoun Ave.
Sylacauga, Alabama 35150

(256) 249-8430
Missy Turner, owner

Mutt Cuts
Professional Dog Groomer

�)LOPLQJ
�(GLWLQJ

�3URGXcWLRQ 
�3KRWRJUDSK\

�7UDQVfeU +RPe 0RYLeV 

SHOOT
FIRST

MEDIA

205 W. Fort Williams St., Sylacauga
Scott Horn, Owner      

256-245-7778
•Air Conditioning & Heating 

•Tires & Alignments
•Batteries & Brake Service 

•Diagnostics
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37469 US Hwy. 280., Sylacauga AL 256 626-8711   www.xrdiesel.com

• Automotive Repair 
& Maintenance

• Tires-Wheels • Tool Boxes 
• Bed Covers 

• Lift Kits - Leveling Kits
 •WeatherTech 
Floor Liners 

Your One-Stop Shop 
For Top Brands You 
Know, Love & Trust

TRUCK & CAR ACCESSORIES

103 Coosa Pines Drive 
Childersburg 35044 
www.JusJazzys.com

256-346-3359

103 Coosa Pines Drive 

A  D I V I S I O N  O F  A T I A  C O R P O R A T I O N

Professional Sta�ng 
and Business Services

105 Coosa Pines Rd
Childersburg, AL 35044
(256) 346.3296

www.ccadministrativeplus.com

Downtown Sylacauga • 256-245-2157

•Ring Sizing
•Repairs
•Watch Batteries
•Layaway
•We Buy Gold

S T A CEY ’ S
J E W E L R Y

For Holidays, Celebrations or “Just Because”For Holidays, Celebrations or “Just Because”For Holidays, Celebrations or “Just Because”

1010 N Broadway Avenue 
Sylacauga, AL 35150-2162 

256-245-6061
Helping manage risk, recovery and realizing your dreams.

Albia Steers
STATE FARM® INSURANCE AGENT
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COOSA VALLEY MEDICAL CENT
6x10.500

000293911r1

Superior
 Sewer & Septic
PUMP| REPAIR|INSTALL
•Established in 2012
•Family Owned and Operated
•Septic Systems Pumped, Repaired 
  & Installed
•Real Estate Inspections at 
   No Additional Cost
•Like us on Facebook - $20.00 Off
•Licensed, Insured & Bonded

(205) 338-3840
Alabamasuperior@yahoo.com

Visit our website: alabamasuperior.com

Superior        Expect Nothing Less

000293567r1

We Are Here to Serve You!

BY FAITH DORN 
Special to The Daily Home

The Riverside Beautifi-
cation Organization, more 
commonly known as the 
RBO, hosted the 13th annu-
al Riverside Poker Run on 
June 18, at Riverside Land-
ing. 

The RBO hosts at least 
one event per month, and 
the poker run is the largest 
fundraiser of the year for the 
organization. It routinely 
draws hundreds of partici-
pants. 

This year, the RBO added 
games for prizes at Riverside 
Landing, and there were 
some new docks that were 
theme-decorated with free 
giveaways. Dock prizes this 
year included a kayak and a 
gas grill. 

Julie Pounders, a long-
time member of the RBO, 
says the 501c3 organization 
was started in 2008 as a way 
to promote recycling and 
to beautify the area around 
Riverside City Hall. 

“We still have a lot of the 
same members from our 
first meet-and-greet. We 
have 22 members and meet 
on the last Tuesday of every 
month at Riverside Landing. 
We welcome new volun-
teers. There is enough vol-
unteer work to go around,” 
said Pounders. 

The RBO has several 
projects but in particular is 
responsible for taking care 
of the planting in the large 
area in front of city hall and 
has also adopted the largest 
pond in the 13-acre park 
next to city hall. The pond is 

filled with lotus plants, and 
the RBO is planting native 
plants in the area, as well. 
The RBO also funded the 
welcome signs in Riverside 
featuring the fisherman 
logo. 

Rusty Jessup, the mayor 
of Riverside, enjoys operat-
ing one of the docks for the 
poker run every year. 

“My wife is a member 
of the RBO, and I try to stay 
involved with them. Every 
year, we use my pier. It has 
been a lot of fun to watch it 
grow over the years,” he said.

Mayor Jessup appreci-
ates the RBO because of 
their dedication to improv-
ing the city.

“They keep city hall 
landscaped, and they help 
with Christmas decorations 
around Christmas time. 

They help keep Riverside 
beautiful,” he said. 

Mayor Jessup says that 
the Riverside Poker Run 
generates a lot of commerce 
and tourism for the town. “It 
is always a fun and festive 
event, and people enjoy 
doing it. They donate $15 
to a good cause. There are 
some really great prizes this 
year.” 

Civic organizations are 
valuable for any city, but 
Mayor Jessup believes a 
local civic organization like 
the RBO means more than 
words can describe. 

“Everything the RBO 
does and makes goes to 
making Riverside a more 
beautiful place. They do 
wonders: Christmas cele-
brations, bake sales, soup 
suppers, this poker run. It’s 

not just that they are fund-
raisers, but these events are 
fun to do and make our city 
better,” he said. “They do a 
lot of it at their own expense 
which is another form of 
dedication they have to the 
city. For those soup suppers, 

the members buy all the 
ingredients, make the soups 
and serve them out of the 
goodness of their hearts. 
That makes it even more 
important to support their 
efforts. They do it lovingly 
and willingly.”  

Annual poker run helps keeps city of Riverside beautiful

Photos by Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
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WOODWOOD
STATE REPRESENTATIVE  DISTRICT 36

RandyRandy

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Randy Wood, P.O. Box 4432, Anniston, AL 36204 00
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Serving You and Ensuring 
Your Voice Is Heard                                                                                      
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TPA
Talladega Pattern 

and Aluminum
816 North Street E.  |  Talladega, AL 35160

CELEBRATING

71
Y E A R S

1951-2022
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Early Learning

Child Care, 
Development       
&

Day Care & Pre-K | 6 Weeks to K-5
ABEKA Program.

We Provide Breakfast, Lunch & Snacks.
Center is an equal opportunity provider.

Angela
Pearson,
Owner

225 South Davis Ave. • 256-245-3107

75 Years Quality Child Care

ABeka Christian Curriculum, Phonics Based, 
Closed Circuit Security System

 6 WEEKS TO K5 
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

105 E. Spring St., Sylacauga • 256-249-2300

First United Methodist Kindergarten & Daycare

Blocks & Tots
DaycareState

Licensed
Irene 

Bryant,
Monday-Friday  6AM - 5PM Owner

6 weeks old to 13 years old
520 West 9th St.
Sylacauga 256.369.1712 or 256.369.1713

Gigi Scholars Academy
“Where we grow together by God’s grace and love”

Ages 6 weeks – 12 years
Before & After School Care

State Licensed
Child Care Subsidies Available Upon Approval

Hours
5:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

256-346-3450
700 3rd Street S.W. | Childersburg, AL 35044

Child Care Subsidies Available Upon ApprovalChild Care Subsidies Available Upon Approval

700 3rd Street S.W. | Childersburg, AL 35044

Precious Angels
CHILD CARE SERVICE

124 Debbie Street
(Brecon)

Talladega
256-315-2757

Owner: Latonya Wilson

Ages: 
6 weeks - 3 years

000293725r1

Garden Seed and Supplies

205-338-4342

US Hwy 231 North | Ragland
Hwy 411 | Odenville 

Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM | Sunday Closed

crfeedsupply@centurytel.net
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BY FAITH DORN 
Special to The Daily Home

Houston Tumlin was 
an athlete, an entertainer 
best known for portraying 
Walker Bobby in “Talladega 
Nights: The Ballad of Ricky 
Bobby” and a proud mem-
ber of the 101st Airborne 
Division in Clarksville, Ten-
nessee. 

His mother, Michelle 
Tumlin, remembers Hous-
ton as “the most gorgeous 
and funniest and most tal-
ented boy.” 

He loved dancing, and 
his family recalls watching 
him do the moonwalk at 
age three. 

“When he was stationed 
in Korea, he practiced 
singing every day, and he 
became a TikTok star so 
quickly. They were send-
ing him checks. He was a 
hot mess,” Michelle said, 
laughing, “He loved being 
able to walk into a room 
and make people laugh. He 
lived 28 years, but he lived 
28 full years.

“Houston was in the 
Army for over five years. 
When he got home, he 
struggled with several 
different battles: PTSD, 
depression, CTE (chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy) 
and alcoholism. He com-
mitted suicide on March 
23, 2021.”

Boston University 
reached out to the Tumlins 
about studying Hous-
ton’s brain. His brain was 
studied for a year, and the 
researchers found that 
Houston had CTE from 
multiple concussions. 

“They said it would be 
a very good reason for that 
to happen. The switch just 
flipped that day. It takes 
away your self control. The 
day he did it, we had made 
plans,” Michelle said. 

When Craig and 
Michelle Tumlin married 
31 years ago, Craig took 
over the Nationwide office 
in Pell City, and Michelle 
was a stay-at-home mom. 
Once Houston and his 
sister, Hayden, were old 
enough for Michelle to pur-
sue a passion outside of the 
home, she started a shop 
called Monkey Bizness in 
Pell City, focused on fash-
ion for children and adults 
of all sizes. 

“I loved fashion my 
entire life. When I was a lit-
tle girl, I even made clothes 
for my Barbie dolls,” said 
Michelle. 

Five months after Hous-
ton died, Michelle’s moth-
er, who had been battling 
lung cancer, died. 

“She had worked at 
Monkey Bizness with me. 

The Houston Project 
honors a local legacy as 

it supports area veterans

Please see HOUSTON 
| Page 11B
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AREA
MARKETPLACE
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Let us help you find the right 
mositurizer to keep your skin glowing 

and radient!

 2529 Moody Pkwy | Moody, AL 35004
205-640-1028 www.merlenorman.com

R A G L A N D

43 Providence Rd | Ragland, AL 35131

205.472.2178

BEST MEAT AROUND

Monday - Sunday: 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

foodbarnragland.com

2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd., Vincent, AL 35178

205-525-0131
Hours: Monday-Friday 8 AM - 5 PM  | Saturday 8  AM - 12  PM

Your number 
one source 
for golf cart 

sales and 
service.

15226 Hwy. 411, Odenville, Al       205.629.2200

www.anglerrecycling.com

Cars • Iron • Copper • Aluminum
Stainless Brass • Electric Motors • Sealed 

Units

Angler Recycling, LLC

Recycling Trash 
to Treasure

Angler Recycling, LLC

Murray’s Garage Inc.

1600 9th Street | Leeds, AL 35094
205-699-6651

Complete Auto,Truck, & Body Repair

24 Hour Towing

Air Cushion Recovery | Heavy & Light 
Wheel Lifts | Duty Wreckers

PATTERSON
 PHARMACY

A good neighbor is someone 
who cares about your 

community, your 
family, and your 

well being. That’s 
Patterson Pharmacy,  your 

local Good Neighbor Pharmacy. 

7513 Parkway Dr, 
Leeds, AL 35094

Serving The Community Since 1966

(205) 699-5113

205-467-0373
Stacy Shoop Owner

7885 Hwy. 11 North Springville, AL

We service and repair lawnmowers, weed eaters, blowers, 
chainsaws, and other small engines.

We service and repair lawnmowers, weed eaters, blowers, 
chainsaws, and other small engines.chainsaws, and other small engines.

MARY’S MINI WAREHOUSE
Trust Your Belongings With Us!

Mary's Mini Warehouse is the area's go-to 
for self-storage, big or small.

2404 Forrest Lane | Pell City, AL 35128

marysminiwarehouse.com205-884-4061

I had too much sadness, 
and I closed up my store 
in December of 2021,” 
Michelle said, “I decided at 
that point that the Houston 
Project would become a 
thing.” 

“I knew I wanted to 
do something good and 
honor Houston. I know 
he would be so proud of 
what I’m doing. All of my 
customers are supporting 
the Houston Project,” said 
Michelle. 

March 23, 2022 was 
the grand opening of the 
Houston Project. 

“My husband said we 
should take a sad day and 
make it something good,” 
Michelle said. 

The Houston Project is 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit orga-
nization raising money for 
local veterans. Tumlin also 
works with other organi-
zations that help veterans. 
She says that running 
the Houston Project is so 
rewarding. 

Items that she sells 
include gift ideas, t-shirts, 
hats, candles, popcorn, 
body wash and wax melts. 

“The popcorn line 
I carry is called ‘Kettle 
Heroes’. They give money 
to the Pat Tillman Foun-

dation to help veterans’ 
spouses,” said Michelle. 

The shop is located at 
1916 Cogswell Avenue 
in Pell City and is open 
Thursdays and Fridays 11 
a.m. - 5 p.m. 

If you are unable to 
visit the shop in person, 
Tumlin says that you are 
welcome to message the 
Facebook page with your 
order, and she will ship it 
to you. 

“In some circumstanc-
es, I have been able to 
pay a veteran’s power bill 
to keep him from losing 
his electricity. I paid for 
labor, and several people 
volunteered time and 
other things to repair a 
veteran’s home,” Michelle 
said. 

The Houston Project 
hosted a two-day tennis 
fundraising tournament 
in March, and Tumlin is 
currently planning to do a 
ruck march in the fall. 

“We miss Houston so 
much, but his legacy is 
pretty incredible at how 
many people he touched 
in just 28 years. I want to 
be Houston’s voice on 
this earth. I want to raise 
money and awareness 
about the mental battles 
he fought,” said Michelle. 

HOUSTON
Continued from Page 10B

Like The 
Daily Home on 

Facebook at 
Facebook.com/

DailyHomenewspaper

Follow on 
Twitter: 

@DailyHome

On the web at
DailyHome.com
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Enjoy life with 
less pain.

When joint pain keeps you from doing what you love, Dr. Lolley 
is here to help. Chronic to traumatic joint injuries can happen 
to anyone, at any age. Dr. Lolley specializes in the advanced 
treatment of joint pain caused from arthritis, trauma and 
sports related injuries. 

To get you back up and moving, Dr. Lolley o�ers:

Call 205-380-9761 to make an appointment. 
Scan the code to learn more about Dr. Lolley.
PrecisionSportsOrtho.com

Dr. Robert Dean Lolley is now 
accepting new patients in Talladega.

� Hip, knee, shoulder replacement
� Joint repair
� Sports and overuse injuries
� Minimally invasive surgical techniques

� Fracture care
� General orthopedic care
� Nonsurgical approaches

Robert Dean 
Lolley, MD

Orthopedic Surgeon

803 North St E • Talladega, AL 35160 00
02
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220 Fredia St., Ste 102
Ragland, Alabama 35131

205-472-0400

TOWN OF 
RAGLAND

Richard Bunt-Mayor
Carlton Byers-Councilmember/Mayor 

Pro-tem District 1
Leann Ford-Councilmember District 2

Pat Ford-Councilmember District 3
Brian Phillips-Councilmember District 4

Corey Gardner-Councilmember District 5

www.townofragland.org
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BY LACI BRASWELL
Special to The Daily Home

Imagine being able to do 
the impossible, no matter 
how challenging or daunt-
ing the task may seem.

Magician and motiva-
tional speaker Brian Reaves 
believes we can all accom-
plish this by learning to 
adapt to a magician’s way of 
thinking.

“Many times people may 
think something is impossi-
ble when in reality, it’s just 
really difficult,” Reaves said. 
“In many cases, success 
and failure can be traced 
back to a simple mindset. 
When a magician wants to 
create a miracle onstage, 
that mindset is just the first 
step.”

Through showcasing a 
magician’s mindset, Reaves 
encourages others to face 
their hardships by allowing 
them to get up close and 
personal with his act, which 
includes a mix of close-
up and interactive magic 
through card tricks, sleight 
of hand, mental illusions 
and more. 

“If people see something 
they thought at first was 

impossible become possi-
ble, most of the time their 
entire attitude changes,” 
Reaves said. 

The Pell City native 
said he has taken his act 
and message all across the 
Southeast, 
performing 
at a variety of 
corporate and 
private events.

Reaves said 
his act caters 
to his clients 
specific chal-
lenges and 
goals. 

“There are 
also a variety 
of prepack-
aged topics on 
hand to view 
on my website,” he said. 

According to Reaves, his 
love for magic started in his 
childhood.

“I grew up watching 
David Copperfield, but 
never really seriously 
thought about doing it back 
then.”

Reaves said it wasn’t 
until years later when a 
coworker at a restaurant 
showed him a close up card 
trick.

“I was amazed and had 
to figure out how to do it 
myself,” he said. “After work 
I went to a bookstore and 
bought the only book on 
magic that I could find.”

Reaves said that love for 
magic grew 
into figuring 
out how he 
could help 
others through 
his act. 

“Magicians 
don’t look at a 
trick and say 
it’s impossible. 
They assess it 
and ask them-
selves how can 
I figure out 
how to do the 
impossible.”

Reaves noted  it was 
when he started to adapt 
this way of thinking, his 
own life began to change 
too. “It has really helped 
me both professionally 
and even personally with 
anxiety.”

One of his proudest 
moments was when he led 
a Birmingham TedTalk in 
2017. “The video from the 
presentation is on my web-
site, and it gives you a good 

idea about my act and my 
message.”

Reaves is the author of 
“Ignore the Impossible: 
Problem-solving with a 
Magician’s Mindset.” It is 
available for purchase on 
Amazon.

When asked the best 
advice he could give some-
one, Reaves said simply, 
“Don’t give up chasing your 
dreams even if they seem 
impossible. You have to 
keep going to make things 
happen. Sometimes it just 
means taking a step back 
and approaching it from a 
different way. 

Reaves also performs 
in traditional magic shows 
across the region. His new 
show entitled, “An Evening 
of Deception will be per-
formed at the Homewood 
Theatre on July 8-9. For 
more information, visit 
www.eveningofdeception.
com

Reaves along with other 
magicians will be perform-
ing at CEPA in Pell City 
on Aug. 5. For more infor-
mation, visit www.pellc-
itycepa.com  “It’s always 
good being able to perform 
magic in Pell City,” Reaves 

said. “I’m looking forward 
to being back.”

Reaves’ website is www.

brianreaves.net. Contact 
him at 205-677-3197 to find 
out how to book an event. 

THE MOTIVATIONAL MAGICIAN
Brian Reaves teaches others to overcome the impossible through magic

Submitted photos



The Daily Home  MY HOMETOWN   Weekend Edition, July 9-10, 2022 Page 1C

PellCityFord.com

00
02

93
42

8r
1

“Experience Our Award Winning Attitude”

Pell City, AL  |  205-884-0000  |  1-20 • Exit 158 • Hwy 231

Get a newly used Ford at a discounted price with our 
certified used cars! Each certified Ford includes a CarFax report 
and goes through a rigorous 172-point inspection by our Ford service 
technicians. Visit our website to search through our wide selection 
of certified cars and trucks. Contact us if you have any questions or 
come up and see us at your local Pell City dealership!

2021 Ford Escape*

s

*Available vehicles will differ from what is pictured.  

2021 Ford F-150*

We Are Proud to Serve Pell City, Our Hometown!
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Steel Toed Work Boots 
for Men & WomenVariety of Saddles & Tack

 Serving Our Community with the
 Best Products at Great Prices!

OGF
Bringing the Feed Store to You!

256-249-2527
Oak Grove Feed and Tack

NOW SELLING
 PROPANE

For All Your In-Date Propane Needs

39925 US Hwy. 280
Sylacauga, Alabama 256-249-2527

Oak Grove Feed and Tack
000293903r1

NOW CARRYING 
PURINA FEEDS

BY NICK PATTERSON
Special to The Daily Home

A Pell City band has managed to turn 
a contentious period in America’s history 
into an in-demand, crowd-pleasing, edu-
cational experience — in the form of a rock 
concert which will benefit the cultural arts 
in the community.

When The WingNuts return to Pell 
City’s Center for Education and the Per-
forming Arts (CEPA) on July 24 with their 
Run Through the Jungle show, it will be a 
not-to-be-missed experience, said CEPA 
Director Jeff Thompson.

“It really is a crazy good performance… 
something that’s really special for our 
area,” Thompson said.

In case you think that’s hyperbole, con-
sider that Run Through the Jungle always 
sells out the 400-seat venue. And that’s 
been certified by a judge – specifically St. 

Clair County District Judge Alan Furr, who 
also happens to be the front man for The 
WingNuts, which have been performing 
together for the last 11 years.

“Of all the shows that we’ve done, 
that particular show has been the most 
requested,” Furr said. “I mean, every time 
we play somewhere, somebody asks, 
‘When are y’all going to do Run Through 
the Jungle again?’”

Run Through the Jungle is named after 
a famous Credence Clearwater Revival hit 
— which singer-songwriter John Fogerty 
said arose from his disgust over mass 
killings — a song that was huge in the Viet-
nam era.

The show itself, featuring several songs 
from that period as well as pictures and 
video and a context-filled narrative about 
the music, is a huge hit for CEPA. And that 
seems to be true regardless of how people 
feel about the conflict in Vietnam, Furr 

said.
I guess there’s a lot of reasons for that,” 

he said. “A lot of the older generation lived 
through those years, have vivid memo-
ries  of either loved ones serving or being 
wounded or dying in that conflict. And 
some, you know, were on the side of ‘We’re 
against the war. We protested,’ that kind of 
thing. And so, it has been a very emotional 
experience. It’s not uncommon at the Run 
Through the Jungle show to have folks get 
emotional about some of the material. It’s 
a combination of things I think has made it 
so popular.”

That popularity also connects to how 
The WingNuts put their show together, 
Thompson said.

“These are local people who have put 
together what I think is a really incredi-
ble product. Their show isn’t just a con-
cert. What they try to do is they take you 
through an experience that teaches you 

about the music that you’re listening to,” 
he said.

“They employ a bunch of different con-
cepts on this in the way that they tell these 
stories. Not only are they told through 
microphone – Judge Furr tells the stories 
of the bands and how they came to make 
these songs but they also have a lot of 
visual elements that they present. So not 
only do get a note-for-note recreation of 
these songs that many people know and 
love, but you also get a really educational, 
almost documentary style presentation of 
it.”

Why the WingNuts?
Furr, a lifelong musician, said that The 

WingNuts originally came together to play 
at a Civil Air Patrol event in Pell City.

“I was asked by a guy named Donnie 

Running Through the Jungle in Pell City:
The WingNuts return to CEPA

Please see WINGNUTS | Page 3C
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IT’S ALL HERE AT SHOCCO
Shocco's beautiful, wooded setting is the

perfect place for your next school event, church 
retreat or marriage conference. Groups of all sizes 

love Shocco for its amenities, accommodations, 
venues, exciting recreational options and

magnificent scenery.

PLAN YOUR NEXT EVENT

256.761.1100   |   SHOCCO.ORG

1314 SHOCCO SPRINGS ROAD, TALLADEGA, AL, 35160
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Jean’s Flowers

www.jeans�owersonline.com

Weddings, Birthdays, Anniversaries, Funerals
Flowers For Every Occasion

2606 Moody Pkwy., Moody, AL 35004
205-640-5451

Hours
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-4:00p.m.

Saturday 9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. 00
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BY NICK PATTERSON
Special to The Daily Home

District Court Judge Alan Furr came 
to love music by watching his grandfa-
ther.

“My grandfather lived in Crenshaw 
County,” Furr said. “He was the guitar 
player. He was really the first person 
that I knew in the flesh that could take 
a piece of wood with strings on it and 
get sound out of it. As a kid I was always 
fascinated, and every time we would 
go to his house I was always like ‘Hey, 
Grandaddy, can you play the guitar?’ 
And that’s probably what kind of set me 
on fire.”

By the age of 12, Furr was playing 
guitar. By the age of 14, he had been 
invited to play on stage by the leader of 
a Montgomery band called the Vibra-
tions who lived around the corner and 
had heard him playing.

“That kind of started my semi-pro-
fessional music career – at 14, I was get-
ting paid to play, and I thought that was 
the coolest thing in the world,” he said.

He majored in music at Troy State 
University, but urged by his “practi-
cal, pragmatic” father, he went to law 
school to pursue a career that could 
enable him to make a living – while 
continuing to “dabble in the music 
scene.”

With a background in bluegrass, 
rock, and church music, Furr has 
played Alabama, Georgia and Flori-
da. And close to home he’s gotten to 
play for some of the folks who have 

appeared in his district court.
“It is interesting from time to time 

when we’re performing and somebody 
who’s been a defendant in my court 
passes by and does a double take,” he 
said.

Case in point: “Back in the days of 
the Block Party before they tore the jail 
down — we had played on all the block 
party stages, and at some point in time 
there was a stage that they had back in 
the parking lot of the old jail. And one 
year, they put us over there, which was 
fine with me, because we were kind 
of out of the flow of the crowd and our 
folks usually like to come bring chairs 
and sit, so it was kind of convenient, 
comfortable place,” he said.

“So, we played that first time in that 
parking lot and on Monday after the 
block party, I had a docket with some 
inmates. And every one of them said, 
‘Hey, Judge, that was a great show!’ 
They were all excited because we were 
playing. I guess they came down to the 
little yard, it was kind of a holding area 
outside, and got to hear the concert. So 
I thought, that’s pretty cool.”

But do his fellow judges think it’s 
cool? At least one of them does.

“Well, Judge Weathington is 
extremely supportive,” Furr said. “He 
comes to quite a few of our shows. I 
don’t know that I see Judge Seay or 
Judge Minor at them very often. I don’t 
know that they’re realty into the music 
scene that much, but they seem to be 
OK with it. I don’t get any ribbing from 
them.”

“Hey, Judge, that
was a great show!”

Todd who found out that 
I played guitar if I’d like to 
get together to play a few 
songs for this thing,” Furr 
said. “We formed, really 
without a name initially, 
to do this one event, which 
we did. And then, within 
a week or two, somebody 
called and said, ‘Hey I 
heard you got a band. Can 
y’all play for a private party 
out on the lake?’ So it just 
kind of went from there.”

The founding members 
were lead guitarist Todd 
(a former Pell City coun-
cilman); guitar player and 
vocalist – and sitting judge 
– Furr;  Alabama Power 
engineer Glenn Wilson on 
keyboards, guitar, saxo-
phone, harmonica, flute, 
acoustic guitar and vocal; 
bass guitar player Mickey 
Farmer, and Pell City air-
port manager Larry Davis 
on Drums.

They called themselves 
The WingNuts eventually 
because “not everybody, 
but almost everybody in 
the band was a pilot,” Furr 
said. “We chose the name, 
The WingNuts and that’s 
kind of stuck.”

The band made a name 
playing cover songs at con-
ferences and conventions 
all over Alabama, the Flori-
da panhandle and Georgia. 
“And then, several years 
ago, the CEPA was looking 
for somebody to do a per-
formance and so we did 
a little show at the CEPA 
which actually turned out 
to be fairly well attended 
and then we just sort of saw 
that as a way to raise money 
for bringing other things 
into the Pell City center,” 
Furr said. “And Jeff Thomp-
son, who is now the direc-
tor, really kind of caught on 
to that vision.”

A big part of what sets 
The WingNuts apart — 
aside from the fact that 
most members are in 
public service as their day 
jobs — is the educational 
element.

“Because we’re a cover 
band, my personal feeling 
was nobody’s going want 
to just come and sit down 
in a chair and listen to us 
play for an hour and a half 
to two hours. We got to 
give them more than that,” 
Furr said. “So, several of 
the band members just 
kicked some things around. 
We came up with the idea 
of a show in a format that 
involves the performance 
of songs in a particular year 
in a particular genre, and 
then historical data either 
about the song or the group 
or whatever is going on at 
the time. As a backdrop we 
use the CEPA’s huge video 
screen and we, during the 
performance, will have 
iconic photographs, some 
photographs that people 
may not have seen over 
the years, information 
about either the song or the 
group.

“I’m kind of a historical 
buff and kind of self-made 
musicologist from the 
historical standpoint. So I 
usually intersperse into a 
show, tidbits of informa-
tion that maybe the general 

public doesn’t know. The 
first time we did that, really, 
we got great feedback and 
reviews from the audience, 
so we thought, OK we’ve 
latched on to something.”

The WingNuts, now 
consisting of Furr, Todd, 
Wilson, Farmer, drummer 
Bobby Breed, keyboardist 
Sandra Furr (the judge’s 
wife) and singer Elizabeth 
Money have themed shows 
around legendary perform-
ers (Legends 1 and Legends 
2); the British Invasion of 
the 1960s (The British are 
Coming). But nothing else 
has equaled the popularity 
of Run Through the Jungle.

The biggest hit
The Run Through the 

Jungle show came about 
when Thompson asked if 
they had any additional 
material for a show – some-
thing different.

“We had already been 
toying with doing some 
music of the Vietnam era,” 
Furr said. “We were com-
ing up on Veterans Day… 
Vietnam was kind of at the 
forefront of the news at that 
point – I guess this would 
have been about 2018. And 
so, I was telling Jeff about 
this idea. He said, ‘Oh man, 
that’s great! What would 
you call it?’”

The answer was inspired 
by some research The 
WingNuts had been doing.

“We canvassed some 
veterans from the Vietnam 
War and asked them, ‘Hey, 
were there any songs that 
were particularly close to 
you or to other troops who 
served?’  We had a rather 
long list of material that 
we selected from,” Furr 
said. “Run Through the 
Jungle happened to be one 
of those songs, and even 
though Run Through the 
Jungle is a song not about 
Vietnam, it was a song 
that became very popular 
among the troops. The con-
cept or thought of running 
through the jungle kind of 
conjures up an image that’s 
related to Vietnam. So that 
just became the show title.”

The first show sold out. 
A year or so later, CEPA 
asked the band to do Run 
Through the Jungle again.

“We did it again and 
actually did a matinee and 
an evening performance, 
and my recollection is both 
those sold out, at least the 
first one sold out,” Furr 

said. “I think the last one 
was close enough that I 
think Jeff called it a sellout.”

The upcoming July 
24 performance of Run 
Through the Jungle was 
nearly sold out by press 
time. And that’s good news 
for fans of the performing 
arts in Pell City, Furr said.

“The proceeds from 
the show go into the CEPA 
operating fund and they 
use that to then do other 
things in the community. 
It’s kind of a win-win for us. 
We get a chance to play in 
CEPA, which we love. We 
get a chance to be togeth-
er with 400 of our biggest 
fans and then raise a little 
money for CEPA.”

CEPA is important to the 
community, said Furr, who 
still sees it as a bit under the 
local radar — at least more 
than he likes.

“Ever since the CEPA 
started, I just always felt 
like the community really 
needed to come together 
and support it,” Furr said. 
“Unfortunately, and I don’t 
know why this is, there are 
a lot of people in the Pell 
City area that don’t even 
know it exists. It’s really a 
jewel. It’s a very comfort-
able theater. There’s not 
a bad seat in the house. 
When you go to a perfor-
mance there, it’s really kind 
of up close and personal. 
It’s a very special place and 
we try to do what we can to 
support it.”

And CEPA appreciates 
the partnership with The 
WingNuts, Thompson said.

“This is a collection 
of people who absolute-
ly love what they do,” he 
said. “They love being able 
to provide these experi-
ences, putting on these 
performances, and I have 
never seen them not try 
and pursue excellence in 
these shows. It is one of our 
most proud partnerships 
at CEPA, and we highly 
encourage people to come 
get the experience that this 
band has worked so hard 
on providing to this com-
munity.”

Run Through the Jungle, 
featuring The WingNuts, 
presented by Hargray, will 
be Sunday July 24, 2 p.m. at 
the Center for Education 
and Performing Arts, 25 
Williamson Drive in Pell 
City. Tickets are $20. Visit 
www.pellcitycepa.com.

WINGNUTS
Continued from Page 2C

Photos by Bob Crisp/Daily Home
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Trust your Heart and Vascular needs to 
Birmingham Heart Clinic

LEADERS IN:
•Chest Pain & Hypertension

•Minimally Invasive Therapies for the Heart
  and Upper/Lower Extremities

•Treatment of AFIB

•Venous and Vascular Treatment of the Legs

•Cardiac and Vascular Imaging

Call Today To Schedule An 
Appointment Near You

BHC Trussville
100 Pilot Medical Dr.

Ste. 300
Birmingham

205.856.2284

BHC Vain Center
100 Pilot Medical Dr.

Ste. 185
Birmingham

205.815.4800

BHC at Northside 
Medical Center

74 Plaza Dr. Ste. 2B
Pell City

205.815.4818

BHC at St. Vincent’s
Gardendale

2217 Decatur Hwy.
Gardendale

205.518.7660

BHC at St. Vincent’s
Blount

150 Gilbreath Dr.
Oneonta

205.274.3323

BirminghamHeart.com
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B-H Transfer Co.
handles:
•Rail-to-Truck transload facilities
•Import/Export movement of ocean-going containers
•Domestic shipments of slurry, dry bulk, and packaged 
industrial minerals, as well as chemicals and supplies 
used in their production
•Container Management Services

705 Gene Stewart Blvd.
Sylacauga, AL 35150

256.245.3166 • 800.335.9947
www.b-htransfer.com

Corporate O�ce: 
Sandersville, GA 31082 | 800.342.6462

Our Mission: B-H Transfer Co.’s mission is to provide 
safe, compliant, reliable, and competitive motor 

carrier transportation service since 1971.

EQUIPMENT

MODERN FLEET
TANKS 
Liquid

Pneumatic
VANS

YARD JOCKEYS
BELT CONVEYORS

“Superior Service 
Since 1971”

Safe, Dependable & Competitive
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www.facebook.com/TalladegaDentist
BEN CONTRATTO, DMD

151 Stephen J. White Memorial Blvd. 
Talladega

Most Insurance Accepted
Open: Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

New Patients Welcome!

Call for an appointment

•General & Cosmetic Dentistry
•Preventive  •Restoration 

 •Teeth Whitening

256-362-8511 00
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We Keep Your 
Family Smiling!

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Do you know when the 
town of Munford was origi-
nally incorporated?

If your answer was 
1873, then no doubt you’re 
already familiar with the 
town’s history. But with its 
20th anniversary scheduled 
to be celebrated in Sep-
tember, something doesn’t 
seem to add up mathe-
matically. It should be the 
celebration of 149 years, 
right? No. 

It is unclear as to what 
happened exactly, but 
about seven years later in 
1880, Munford’s charter 
was lost and it then became 
unincorporated. Gary 
Carter, owner of Carter’s 
Hardware & Auto Parts, 
remembers growing up in 
Munford before it was rein-
corporated. 

“Munford wasn’t incor-
porated until the early 
2000s,” he said. “Our busi-
ness has been in my family 
for many generations. My 
grandfather started it ini-
tially and continued to pass 
it down. I think Carter’s has 
been around since 1912. I 
am not 100 years old, but 
the business has been here 
for over 100 years. I have 
been here since 1978, so we 
have definitely been here 
before the recent incorpo-
ration.”

2002 is the year that 
Munford – known as The 
Gateway to the Top for its 
nearness to Cheaha Moun-
tain – was incorporated 
again. Located in Talladega 
County in proximity of such 
larger cities as Anniston 
and Oxford, the town need-
ed to maintain its identity 
as its own community.

To celebrate its 20th year 
as a town, Munford plans a 
community-wide celebra-
tion on September 17 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m with a day 
full of events, such as talks 
by historians, food vendors, 
a pet show, live music, a 
dunking booth, a car/truck/
tractor show with a grand 
prize for each category, and 
more.

“I look forward to being 
a spectator and celebrat-
ing the day,” Mayor Jo 
Ann Fambrough said. She 
is proud of the progress 
and growth in Munford 
in recent years, and she’s 
proud of everything the 
town has to offer, including 
Buttram Park, Buddy Ste-
phens Field, Prestige/Gall-
man Field, Holcomb Field, 
Munford Walking Trail, 
Munford Recreation Cen-
ter, and Munford Fitness.

“Our programs are 
aimed at improving quality 
of life,” she said. “For the 
youth, we have baseball, 
basketball, and soccer. We 
have activities going on 
daily at the senior center. 
We recommend coming by 
to see if you qualify to join. 
Our senior center is open 
for lunch five days a week 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
There are many activities 
there, and right now we are 
delivering meals to 26 peo-
ple who are homebound. 
This will be the fourth year 
of our annual Christmas 
parade, and we have Hal-
loween festivities each 
year. Munford residents are 
friendly and welcoming, 
and we have great schools.”

Carter agrees with the 
mayor that progress has 
been made in Munford, 
while allowing the commu-
nity to retain its small-town 
charm.

“We have always been a 
little community,” he said. 
“Growth is good, but we 
don’t have all the resources 
that the larger cities like 
Anniston and Oxford have. 
In fact, we shouldn’t want 
to be like them. We have 
what makes us unique.”

As one of the oldest 
businesses in Munford, 
Carter’s offers everything 
typically found in  a typ-
ical hardware store with 
a mix of auto parts. Many 
residents of the town have 
used the location for small 
to large repairs, home 
improvements, DIY proj-
ects, construction materials 
and more. Generations of 
the community have grown 
up with the business. 

Town of Munford prepares to 
celebrate its 20th anniversary this fall

Photos by Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
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C ity H al l
211 8th Street 

Ashville, AL 35953
205.594.4151

City of Ashville
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Edward Roscoe Lane, Robin L. Bowlin, 
Mayor Derrick L. Mostella, Sue Price, R. 
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“Here, have some watermelon,” said my 
father as he held out a large mint-colored 
Tupperware bowl filled with cut-up pieces 

of the red fruit. I was 10 
at the time, and we were 
at the family reunion in a 
tiny Alabama town with 
its red dusty dirt roads not 
even a dot on the map. 

My fingers pressing 
upon the padded red-
and-white gingham vinyl 
tablecloth covering long 
picnic tables, I wrinkled 
up my nose as I shook 
my head. I did not want 
watermelon, especially 
after seeing the black 
seeds still embedded 

into the mushy-crunchy texture of the red 
melon. I did not care for seeing the mess 
that spilled from slicing through the hard 
green shell of the watermelon. 

Sticky and messy from eating water-
melon while feeling the sweat roll down 
my skin was not what I wanted. The sun 
was shining glaringly bright through the 
leaves and limbs as we slowly moved in the 
shade under ancient magnolias, oaks, and 
longleaf pines as if we were swimming in 
the steaminess of the warm breezes wafting 
by. Cacophonous conversations among 
distant cousins mingle in the air as I walked 
away from under the tree-shaded areas to 
explore the grounds of the log cabin that 
my ancestor had built with his own hands. 
I walked across the crispy grass to the dirt 
road, where I had earlier spotted my broth-
ers and cousins our age escaping into the 
woods. 

After looking up the dirt road in their 
direction, I looked back down at my white 
tennis shoes. Not wanting to stain them 
reddish-orange, I turned and walked to my 
family’s station wagon to retrieve a Nancy 
Drew mystery novel. Inside the log cabin, I 

found an empty armchair to curl up in and 
read, while the grown-ups holding babies 
were catching up over Solo cups filled with 
the  homemade sweet tea or tart lemonade 
and the younger cousins were running 
around. It was not time for lunch yet, even 
though the long tables were loaded pot-
luck-style with Great Mama’s peas, butter 
beans, biscuits, cornbread, creamed corn, 
green bean casseroles, squash casseroles, 
potato salad, coleslaw, mac-n-cheese, 
deviled eggs, Jello ambrosia salads, pasta 
salads, variety of desserts such as lemon 
cakes, brownies and pies. The meat was on 
the grill or in the smoker, the smell making 
our stomachs growl. We were waiting on 
the kids to be done with their gallivanting in 
the woods and return so we could say grace 
together. 

We still have these family reunions at the 
log cabin by the red dirt road. We still have 
the same homemade Southern dishes, 
along with barbecued meat. We still make 

our own sweet tea and tart lemonade, albe-
it offering the option of bottled water and 
cokes. 

Something is different by now. 
I eat watermelon. 
After experiencing life with its ups and 

downs  that encourage me to let go of the 
propensity to be and look perfect, I gradu-
ally acquiesce to sample the fruit whenever 
Dad carves up a large, ripe watermelon. 

The watermelon means more than its 
benefits of hydration and nutrients that 
help reduce inflammation, improve heart 
health and skin health, and prevent cancer. 

The watermelon means a shell waiting 
to be carved open to pour out the summery 
messiness of family, tradition, and love 
rooted in the red Southern dirt baked with 
sun-drenched humidity. I even enjoy the 
sticky sweetness of watermelon, seeing it 
as a bond with my dad who takes pride in 
carving out and sharing the slices and piec-
es of the red fruit. 

Watermelon: The offi cial fruit of summer in the South

Bill Wilson/Daily Home file

The watermelon patch at Watts Farm in Munford

 Sarah 
Elizabeth 
Moreman
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Since 1986, C&B 
Piping has made 
its relationships 
with customers the 
cornerstone of our 
business. Our 

success – past, present and future – 
depends on our ability to maintain strong 
customer relationships through trust, 
quality, and service.

It takes all of us!

Welders – Machinists 
Painters – Sandblasters 

Forklift Operators – Drafters 
Project Managers

www.cbpiping.com | 205-699-0455

If you’re interested in learning 
about our career opportunities, 

please visit 
www.cbpiping.com
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BY FAITH DORN 
Special to The Daily Home

Leeds was recently selected as one of 
four new Main Street communities in Ala-
bama. 

Leeds Main Street has appointed 
Amber Vines to serve as executive director. 

“Kristy Biddle and Tiffany Ward really 
spearheaded this project. I was brought on 
to the application team during the process 
of applying for the Main Street designa-
tion,” said Vines. “Kristy and Tiffany were 
holding meetings, and I was attending, 
and they asked if I would be interested in 
taking on the executive director position.” 

Vines had been working full-time as a 
marketing specialist for eight years. 

“I told them I had a full-time job 

already, but I was honored to be asked,” 
Vines said. “The way the community came 
together convinced me this new position 
would be my future.” 

Vines’ first day working full time for 
Leeds Main Street will be August 1. 

The Leeds Main Street team recently 
held a city-wide celebration and kick-off. 

“You could really see the love of Leeds 
from everyone. My heart is so full of joy,” 
Vines said about the celebration. “We had 
representatives from the state and Main 
Street Alabama at the event. It was an 
example of what we can accomplish mov-
ing forward.” 

Main Street Alabama will be in town 
several times throughout the year, leading 
training for Leeds Main Street team and 

helping the team implement more pro-
cesses. 

Vines is excited about what becoming a 
Main Street community means for Leeds. 

“Leeds has such a beautiful, historic 
downtown with wonderful merchants. We 
want to complement that and help bring 
more foot traffic and vitality to our down-
town area. We will start to see growth and 
revitalization in our downtown area by 
building on the strong bones we already 
have,” said Vines. 

Watching the community come togeth-
er has been one of Vines’ favorite parts 
of the application process. She says that 
everyone involved in the Leeds Main 
Street program loves Leeds and has the 
common goal of wanting to see Leeds 

thrive. Vines is grateful to everyone who 
has been involved in the effort so far.

“We could not have gotten as far as we 
are without everyone’s support,” Vines 
said. “I get to serve Leeds and serve the 
merchants downtown. Something bigger 
than myself, and we couldn’t do it without 
the support of the community.” 

Leeds Main Street invites community 
members to be involved in the program in 
whatever way they are able to volunteer. 

“If you want to be part of Leeds Main 
Street, there is a place for you to volunteer 
whether you want to be on the committee 
or just help when you can,” Vines said. “It 
is a very exciting time for Leeds, and we 
should all be proud of the love and support 
for Leeds.” 

St. Clair County city designated as a Main Street community
Bob Crisp/Daily Home
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BY FAITH DORN 
Special to The Daily Home

Kara Clifton is the 2021-2022 Dis-
tinguished Young Woman of St. Clair 
County. 

The 2022 Moody High School 
graduate will be attending the Uni-
versity of Alabama in the fall, study-
ing chemical engineering with a con-
centration in pre-med. 

“Going to medical school is the 
plan. I want to be a cardiovascular 
surgeon,” said Clifton. “I had a men-
tor growing up. She was my dance 
line choreographer, and she is study-
ing to do cardiovascular surgery 
now.” 

Distinguished Young Women is a 
nationally-recognized scholarship 
program for high school girls. St. 
Clair County has gone to an at-large 
program. Those who are interested in 
the program can learn more at distin-
guishedyw.org. 

“In 2020, I was asked by an upper-
classman to be her little sister to sit 
behind the scenes and watch. I went 
through that week with her. The next 
year, I became Distinguished Young 
Woman of St. Clair County for the 
Class of 2022,” Clifton said. 

In her role, Clifton is asked around 
St. Clair County and neighboring 
counties to speak about the program 
and the Be Your Best Self initiative. 
The initiative has five points: be 
healthy by caring for your physical 
and mental health, be involved by 
serving your community, be studious 
by staying in school and being a life-
long learner, be ambitious by setting 
and achieving goals and be respon-
sible by living by moral and ethical 
principles. 

“Distinguished Young Woman is 
like your average pageant. There is a 
fitness portion, talent portion, inter-
view portion, self-expression portion 
which is a question you get the night 
before and the scholastic portion 
looks at standardized tests, GPA and 
the classes that we involve ourselves 
in,” said Clifton. 

Clifton prepared a dance routine 
with jumping jacks for the fitness 
portion. 

“The talent portion is 90 seconds 
of you,” Clifton explained. “I used a 
dance I had actually used in a com-
petition. I’ve been a competitive 
dancer for the last eight years. It was 
set to Michael Jackson’s ‘The Way You 
Make Me Feel’.” 

In winning the title, Clifton also 
won $3,850 in cash scholarships and 
a spirit award, which she explains as 
similar to a Miss Congeniality award. 
She was also awarded full tuition to 

Jefferson State Community College, 
which is valued at $14,000. 

“The poise and the confidence 
that the program instilled in me is 
something that I will carry with me 
forever. Having the title has taught 
me grace and perseverance. Worth 
isn’t defined by the medallion or 
title or the scholarship,” said Clifton. 
“Stepping out of your comfort zone 
is uncomfortable, but it is so import-
ant.”

000274740r1

St. Clair
County

CommiSSionerS

MEMBERS
(From left to right)

Jeff Brown
D istric t 1 C o m m issio n er

Ricky Parker
D istric t 2 C o m m issio n er

Paul Manning
C o m m issio n  C ha irm a n

Tommy Bowers
D istric t 3 C o m m issio n er

Bob Mize
D istric t 4 C o m m issio n er

000290625r1

DailyHome.com

St. Clair’s DYW encourages 
others to ‘Be Your Best Self’

Submitted photo
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We’re Pulling For You!

1215 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Highway • Sylacauga, AL  35151

256-245-2488

MOVING AMERICA

Streamline your operations with Heritage 
Freight - an industry leader in material 

management, logistics, and comprehensive 
transportation services with proven 

accuracy, �exibility, and on-time delivery.

Proud Part of the 
Sylacauga Community 

Since 2008!

The Pell City Chamber of Commerce board members for the 
upcoming year. Pictured: (back row, from left) Doris Munkus, 

Kristi Edwards, Chelsea Isbell, Patrice Kurzejeski, Adam Vandiver, 
Zachary Gentile, Erica Grieve and Executive Director; Urainah 

Glidewell. Front row(from left) Rachael Herren; Treasurer, Laurie 
Brasher; President Ex-Officio, Anna Otterson; President, Jeremiah 

Gilreath; Vice-President, Casey Cambron; President Elect. Not 
pictured: Milea Kirby, Linda Crow, Sarah Whitten, Pam Carlisle

1000 Bruce Etheredge Pkwy #105  |  Pell City, AL 35128
(205) 338-3377  |  PellCityChamber.com

The population of Pell City continues to grow. 
Recreational o�erings are among the best in the 

state. Schools are nationally accredited, and quality 
health care is central to the city. Local, national & 

international businesses are �ourishing and houses 
of worship continue to be welcoming. 
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BY LACI BRASWELL
Special to The Daily Home

The seventh annual 
Lincoln Bottle and Antique 
Show returned to the Lin-
coln Civic Center this sum-
mer to an all-aged crowd 
from across the country.

According to the event’s 
organizer, Jake Smith, this 
year’s show was a huge 
success.

“There was a great turn-
out this year,’’ Smith said. 
“We had a lot of returnees 
and several new vendors 
as well. I would say we had 
about 400 to 500 specta-
tors.”

Smith said the event has 
continued to grow each 
year.

“Our first show had 37 
vendors,” Smith said previ-
ously. “We had 48 vendors 
set up this time,” he said.

Smith added the display 
tables also increased in 
size, allowing the vendors 
to display more inventory.

“It was something they 
were really happy about, 
and I think all of our guests 
enjoyed being able to see 
more too.”

According to Smith, 
people flocked from all 
across the country to attend 
the show.

“Not only did we have 
vendors from Alabama but 
we also had people travel 
from Georgia, Tennessee, 
Florida, New York, and 

more.”
From the region, there 

were vendors from Lincoln, 
Talladega, Springville and 
Clanton, along with several 
others.

Smith noted each show 
has a specific theme, high-
lighting a particular brand.

“This year‘s theme was 
NuGrape,” he said.

The bottle and antique 
show not only offered a 
chance for the public to 
buy a variety of collectibles, 
but also for the vendors to 
trade.

Smith said over the years 
the show has really grown 
to showcasing more than 
just antique bottles but pre-
served history in multiple 
forms.

“This year we had coins, 
jars, pottery, Civil War 
memorabilia, autographed 
sports memorabilia, and 
more,” Smith said. 

Food trucks were also 
on hand to serve hungry 
spectators. 

“The city has remained 
very supportive,” Smith 
said. 

Smith said the Lincoln 
show is not for those who 
are only young at heart.

“Our youngest vendor 
was 12 years old from 
Montgomery. “A young 
man named Locke. He 
came to last year’s show 
with his mom and said he 
wanted to have a booth of 
his own this year.”

Smith continued, “He 
was quite the salesman. 
“People really enjoy talking 
to him.”

Smith said he has col-
lected Alabama bottles for 
about 15 years.

They Sylacauga native 
began his hobby while 
walking along the streets 
near his house for exercise 
and to relieve stress, he 
said. 

Smith said one day,  he 
started picking up some 
old glass bottles when he 
noticed different Alabama 
cities were written on the 
glass.

“I am a big history lover, 
especially local history and 

I just wanted to figure out 
more about them.”

For Smith, the study led 
to a full-fledged hobby. He 
said he decided to collect 
a bottle from each of the 
cities in Alabama that had 
a bottler. 

“I have 50 of the 56 cities 
so far,” he said. 

Smith’s own extensive 
collection goes beyond 
local bottles. It includes 
medicine bottles, whisky 
bottles, along with other 
types of bottles.

When asked if he had 
any favorites in his collec-
tion, Smith said he had a 
few that are close to him. 

“My grandmother, Betty 

Culver, worked for a Syla-
cauga hospital and nursing 
home. She was a collector 
of all kinds of things.”

Smith said a woman his 
mother was looking after 
had a husband who worked 
for the Sylacauga Street 
Department.

“While at work, he dug 
up a Talladega straight side 
Coca-Cola bottle, and he 
gave it to my grandmother, 
who gave it to me. It was 
a straight side mid-script 
Coca-Cola from Tallade-
ga. This was my first ever 
straight side Coca-Cola.

Smith said that partic-
ular style bottle was used 
from 1902-1910.

“It is still in my collec-
tion today.”

Another bottle Smith 
said is dear to his heart is 
one he calls his “mistake 
bottle.”

Smith said he was first 
draw to the bottle earlier in 
his collecting days because 
it  had Midland Hotel Bir-
mingham written on it.

“I thought I had found a 
super rare bottle, but after 
a little research. I was mis-
taken. It was from Birming-
ham, England. I keep it on 
my desk to remind me how 
far I’ve come in learning 
about collecting and the 

Lincoln Bottle and Antique show continues to 
grow, offering collectibles for every history lover

Submitted photos

Please see BOTTLE | Page 9C
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www.talladegafuneralhomeinc.com

256-362-0111
65001 Hwy. 77 N., Talladega

Kim L. Cosby
Manager

Serving Families With Compassion & Respect

Since 
1979
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history. 
Smith offered several 

tips and advice for those 
curious about bottle or 
antique collecting. 

“Bottle collecting can 
be a cheap, fun hobby that 
makes you get out. They 
can be found almost any-
where. From trash piles, 
ditches, creeks, to the side 
of the road, yard sales, thrift 
stores, antiques malls, plus 
many other spots.” 

Smith said there are 
multiple factors that deter-
mine the value of bottles 
including: condition, rarity, 
and desire. 

“There are folks that will 
try to trick you on stuff, so 
when in doubt do some 
research,” he said. 

Smith has also written a 
book described as a check 
list of major soda brands 
and in which Alabama city 
they were bottled. He sells 
the book at shows for $15, 
and will mail it to those 
interested for $20.

“Collect what you like, 
and never stop learning,” he 
said. “I was once told, if you 
can’t find kindness be kind-
ness. This is how feel about 
history; if you can’t find a 
historian, become one.”

The eighth annual Lin-
coln Bottle and Antique 
show is slated for August 
12, 2023.

The show is free and 
open to the public.

Smith said the event has 
an active Facebook group 
and encouraged anyone 
who is interested to join by 
searching “Lincoln Bottle 
And Antique Show.”

BOTTLE
Continued from Page 8C

More photos of the 
Lincoln Bottle and Antique 

show on page 11C
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S t.  Clair Cou nty

R E AL T O R S
Turning Your Dreams into Reality

205-405-0084
418 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128
s.kujan@att.net

Shirley Kujan Realtor®

www.realtyprospc.com

homesofstclair.com
Nicole: 205-541-1300      
Wes: 205-542-2887

Let us guide you home!
Nicole: 205-541-1300      
Wes: 205-542-2887

M O O D Y  R E AL T Y

Paula Krafft
Life Member 

Club of Excellence

H om es -  Land -  N ew C onstruction
“ I  represent b uyers and sellers throughout St.  C lair C ounty and surrounding areas. ”

Paula Krafft, Realtor

www.moodyrealtyal.com

Cell 205-365-9612 ~ O�ce 205-640-7671

paula@moodyrealtyal.com
St. Clair Realtor of the Year 2020

TRACY SARGENT
REALTOR

205.567.9977
TracyS@eraking.com

Laurie Brasher
Realtor®

Cell: 205.365.3639
laurie.brasher@gmail.com

“a Foundation for Generations”

508 Martin Street South • Pell City, AL 

caranw@eraking.com

2319 Cogswell Ave., Pell City, AL 35125

205.368.9772   pellcityrealtor.com

Your Friendly Lake & Neighborhood Realtor

Bonnie Voss
Asssociate Broker  CRS, ABR, CSPAsssociate Broker  CRS, ABR, CSPAsssociate Broker  CRS, ABR, CSP

205-613-2229 ©
bonnievsellshomes@gmail.com

Amanda Parsons
Realtor, Buyers Agent

205-368-6184 cell
am anda. p arsons. realtor@ g m ail. com

 205-594-5391 office
205-913-8772 cell

17 Court Street, West  Ashville

“Serving St. Clair & surrounding counties for all 
of your Real Estate needs” 

Josh Kell - Broker
For K ell Realty L istings view our webp age @  www.kellrealty.com

000293805r1

Kim
Cheatwood

2319 Cogswell Ave., Pell City, AL 35125

Cell: 205-965-7022   
kim@eraking.com

Morgan Munn
Realtor®

Mobile: 256.223.0838  
O�ce: 256.763.1333

2319 Cogswell Avenue, Suite 101 
Pell City, AL 35125

morganm@eraking.com  
  www. morganmunnrealestate.com

205-812-5290
paulablair.com
2319 Cogswell Ave. 

Suite 200
Pell City, AL  35125

2401 12th Ave N. 
Pell City, AL 35125

brittonfalkner@gmail.com  |  www.realtyprospc.com

Britton 
Falkner
Realtor®

Cell: 205-229-8071

205-365-8875
“We’ve done this a million times.”

www.SharonThomas.Net

Sharon Thomas
Broker/Owner
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S t.  Clair Cou nty
R E AL T O R S

Turning Your Dreams into Reality

DAWN
WILLIAMS

Realtor®

DawnLeadsYouHome.com
205-747-5218

“Let Dawn lead you home!”

Life Member 
Club of Excellence

205.965.4755

carlmhoward@hotmail.com

Carl Howard
Associate Broker

508 Martin St. South 
Pell City, AL 

SHAWN
STORY
Realtor®

Cell:

205-473-6206
508 Martin St. So., 
Pell City, AL 35128

SHAWN

205-473-6206
508 Martin St. So., 
Pell City, AL 35128

ShawnStory3@gmail.com

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

TinaStallings212@msn.com
www.FieldsGossett.com

O�ce: 205-884-2300  
Fax: 205-884-2301

Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741
Cell: 205-337-8509

T I N A S T AL L I N G S
R ealtor

It is a privilege to serve others in their pursuit 
of owning and selling their own property.

000293807r1

email me at marshab@eraking.com

Marsha 
Bates
REALTOR®

2319 Cogswell Ave. | Suite 101
Pell City, Al 35125

205.243.1582 Direct 
205.338.7320 O�ce

Xxxxx Xxxxx/Associated Press
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Summer.

†The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will continue to apply until all 
qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain 
fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information 
is accurate as of 1/1/2022 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 7/31/2022.
**See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions.  Special financing offers valid on Qualifying Equipment only. Offers vary by equipment. All sales must be to homeowners in the United 
States. Void where prohibited.

AL CERT #17078

0% INTEREST
FOR UP TO 72 
MONTHS†

AFFORDABLE.
DEPENDABLE.
RELIABLE.

Summer.
Just in time for

Locally Owned
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PET CARE

• Jim Farmer, DVM 
• Kenneth L. McMillan, DVM 
• Jim Ray, DVM 
• Destinee Bearden, DVM
• Emerald Ford, DVM

www.pellcityvets.com

2718 Martin St. S. | Cropwell, AL

205-884-4104

Meet the compassionate and caring 
team at Pell City Animal Hospital.

As a full-service veterinary office, we offer 
state-of-the-art testing and diagnostics, an 

array of advanced care, routine and 
advanced surgical procedures, and many 
other services to provide your pet with the 

best possible care.

PET CAREPET CARE
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doggroomer@petlover.com
(205) 884-7387

1607 Martin St. S. Suite 1|  Pell City, AL

We guarantee we’ll have your pet looking perfect after visiting us.We guarantee we’ll have your pet looking perfect after visiting us.We guarantee we’ll have your pet looking perfect after visiting us.
Pet Grooming, Dog Baths, Pet Daycare, & Pet Spa

1220 Martin St. S.  |  Pell City
(205) 884-3412

Dr. Larry Chasteen, 
D.V.M.

Hannah Katrina, 
D.V.M.

Logan Martin Veterinary Clinic

Call or Text Scottilynn McClellan, owner 256-375-5598
or Kelly Hicks 256-362-1411

507 Battle Street., E. - Talladega, Al 35160
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/THEBARKPORCHPETPARLOR

Dog Obedience
Training Classes
256-592-0335

JULIE MOON
Instructor

Lincoln  Veterinary  Clinic
info@lincolnvetclinic.com

275 Magnolia St. S. 
Lincoln, Alabama 35096

205-763-8387

David Hillman, DVM
Lindsay Floyd, DVM

Ginnilee Feldtman, DVM

info@lincolnvetclinic.com

Lincoln, Alabama 35096

NOW
OPEN!

 Monday thru Friday 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

 Johnathan Elliott, DVM

Small animal medicine and 
surgery, boarding and exotics.

7970 US Hwy 11  •   Springville, AL 35146

205-452-2562

•Small Animal Medicine & Surgery
•Offering Laser Surgery & Therapy

•Boarding & Grooming Available
•Offering Ultrasound and Digatherm

Located in Cropwell (next to 
Union State Bank)

GALEN H. SIMS, D.V.M.

2308 Mays Dr. 
205-338-3556

“We have warm hearts for cold noses”

Jullia Brunfeldt

34898 US Hwy. 280 | Sylacauga, AL
Office hours by appointment

256-404-8315

Grooming includes:

Grooming starting at $50

Baths starting at $25

Trim Nails, Private Areas & Pads; Anal 
Glands Expressed; Clean & Pluck Ears, 
Bath & Fluff Dry; Groom w/ Bandanas, 

Bows & Cologne.

BY FAITH DORN 
Special to The Daily Home

Chandler Mordecai, Miss 
Leeds Area, recently repre-
sented the St. Clair County 
community in the 100th 
Miss Alabama competition. 

Mordecai graduated 
from the University of North 
Alabama with a Bachelor of 
Arts in journalism, multi-
media and received a dou-
ble minor in Spanish and 
English. She also received 
her Master’s degree in 
English with a specialization 
in British literature from 
the University of North Ala-
bama. 

She is currently a Ph.D. 
student at the University of 
Florida where she works as a 
graduate teaching assistant 
while pursuing a Doctorate 
of Philosophy with special-
izations in Victorian liter-
ature, digital rhetoric and 
multimedia pedagogy. 

“This is my sixth year 
competing in the Miss Ala-
bama organization. I grew 
up knowing about Miss 
Alabama, but I really never 
saw myself competing in 
the organization. I had an 
incredible support team 
who encouraged me to do 
it,” said Mordecai. 

She says that competing 
in Miss Alabama has been 
a life-changing opportunity 
for her. 

“Miss America is one of 
the number one scholarship 
providers for young women. 
This is how I have ended up 
at the University of Florida 
pursuing my doctorate 
because of the scholarship 
opportunities,” Mordecai 
said. “I am really fortunate 
Miss Alabama has paid any-
thing from tuition to rent to 
testing fees to help me pur-
sue higher education.” 

For Mordecai, competing 
in Miss Alabama means 
access and opportunity, and 
she enjoys the opportunity 
to fellowship with so many 
talented women across the 
state. 

“The mission of Miss 
America and Miss Alabama 
is to empower women. I 
really feel like I have been 
empowered through this 
organization, and I encour-
age other young women 
to become involved in this 
organization. I have reaped 
the benefits because of the 
scholarship opportunities. 
This organization rep-
resents success and empow-
erment,” said Mordecai. 

Her social impact 
initiative is Victory Over 
Domestic Violence, which 
focuses on advocating for  
survivor-centered poli-
cies, educating the public 
and empowering victims 
through resource-driven 
initiatives. 

“Essentially, I work with 
lawmakers, businesses, 
school systems and civic 
organizations to bring 
attention and awareness to 
domestic violence,” Mor-
decai said. “My family are 
actually survivors of domes-
tic violence, so this has a 
really personal connection 
with me.”

She started volunteering 
with the Marion County 
Domestic Violence Task 
Force in 2014 with its fall 
supply drive. When Morde-
cai became involved with 
Miss Alabama and realized 
there was a service compo-
nent to the organization, she 
felt called to develop Victory 
Over Domestic Violence. 

“Since then, I have been 
able to advocate and work 
with organizations and 
shelters across Alabama 
advocating for support and 
education about domestic 
violence. I do a lot of advo-
cacy work within my degree. 
While teaching literature, 
we discuss signs of abuse 
or power dynamics in the 
texts we are reading,” said 
Mordecai. 

She tells her students 
that their voices are heard 
in her class and that her 
classroom is always a safe 
space. Sometimes students 
feel comfortable enough to 
share their own experiences 
with power dynamics or 
abusive relationships. 

“One thing I tell my stu-
dents is that everything you 
do in this class should have 
a life outside of this class, so 
I try to equip students with 
literary analysis, textual 
skills and skills they can take 
outside of the class, so they 
can recognize these things 
inside or outside of the 
classroom,” Mordecai said. 

She has written legisla-
tion that will be introduced 
in the upcoming 2023 ses-
sion of the House of Repre-
sentatives. 

“As of right now, barbers, 
cosmetologists and hair-
dressers are not required 
to undergo domestic vio-
lence training, and I would 
like that to change. Many 
victims confide in their 
hairdressers because they 
have a special relationship 
with them. They are also 
some of the first people to 
see signs of abuse, whether 
it is hair missing or bruising 
or a change in the attitude of 
their client,” said Mordecai, 
“That is why it is so import-
ant for cosmetologists, 
barbers and hairdressers 
to undergo free domestic 
violence training. There is 
already free training out 
there like Safe Place Incor-
porated and the Marion 
County Domestic Violence 
Task Force that can offer 
in-person or online train-
ing.” 

According to Mordecai, 
one in four women and one 
in 10 men will experience 
domestic violence in their 
lifetime. 

So far, Mordecai has 
taught world literature, 
English literature and writ-
ing classes and is planning 
to pursue the tenure profes-
sor track at a university. 

During our interview, 
Mordecai was in “full prep 
mode” for the competition, 
which includes practicing 
her talent every day, practic-
ing for the interview portion 
and staying informed on the 
news and current events. 

Mordecai’s talent is 
clogging. She says it is truly 
a passion of hers and a 
reflection of her personality 
because it is very loud and 
energetic and upbeat. She 
has always been involved in 
dance. 

“I actually choreo-
graphed a jazz dance for my 
very first title I ever won. 
Afterwards, my mom sat 
me down and said, ‘You are 
incredible. You are talented. 
You are intelligent, but you 
are just not that good’,” said 
Mordecai, laughing, “‘That 
is because you are trying to 
force yourself into this box, 
and you are not showcasing 
who you are as a person.’”

The Miss Leeds Area 
competition appealed to 

Mordecai because of its his-
tory and the history of the 
city itself. 

“This is just a really 
incredible and historic 
town. Miss Leeds Area has a 
very supportive committee 
and a host of volunteers that 
really keep the organiza-
tion going. That is why it is 
important for us to be pre-

pared to have conversations 
about domestic violence 
and how to recognize signs 
of abuse or how to have 
conversations with survi-
vors. I encourage everyone 
to become aware, involved 
and invested in domestic 
violence advocacy.”

If you or someone you 
know is experiencing 

domestic violence, contact 
the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline. Call 
1.800.799.SAFE (7233), TTY 
1.800.787.3224, text START 
to 88788 or chat online at 
their website, thehotline.
org. 

The National Domestic 
Violence Hotline reminds 
you that internet usage can 

be monitored and is impos-
sible to erase completely. 
If you are concerned your 
internet usage might be 
monitored, they recom-
mend that you call them 
instead of using the online 
chat feature. Help is avail-
able for callers in over 140 
languages with the help of a 
trained interpreter.

Hometown Titleholder: Miss Leeds Area

Xxxxx Xxxxx/Associated Press
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Support Your 
Community.

000290437r1

Shop Small & Local 
Businesses All Year Long!

BY SUSAN COOK
Special to The Daily Home

Humans are fascinated by firsts and 
lasts, particularly when it comes to war. 
Maybe we’re drawn to beginnings and 
endings because they’re clear-cut. Or 
maybe it’s because it’s too easy to get lost 
in the messy middle. 

Whatever the reason, we remember 
iconic first lines like Abraham Lincoln’s 
“Four score and seven years ago our 
fathers brought forth on this continent, 
a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that all men 
are created equal.”  We know many last 
words, such as Nathan Hale’s supposed 
remarks before being hanged for spying 
on British troops: “I only regret that I have 
but one life to lose for my country.” 

In history class, we learned about the 
first shot that rang out, marking the begin-
ning of the Revolutionary War––the shot 
made famous by Ralph Waldo Emerson 

as the “shot heard around the world.” We 
also know that a signal mortar shell fired 
over Fort Sumter launched the beginning 
of the Civil War and that fort is now one of 
South Carolina’s most visited attractions. 

Numerous battles have been written 
up as “the last fight of the rebellion.” But 
one last battle you may not have heard 
about happened not too far from here, 
in the blink-while-driving-though-and-
you’ve-missed-it town of Munford. With 
a population of less than two thousand, 
most people outside Talladega County 
don’t know where Munford is, or they 
probably haven’t even heard of it. 

While most associate the end of the 
Civil War with Appomattox Courthouse 
on April 9th, 1865, news did not travel 
as fast as it does now, and Civil War skir-
mishes continued. The Battle of Munford 
took place on Sunday, April 23, 1865, 
marking it, and a minor clash at Hender-
sonville, North Carolina, as the last battle 
of the Civil War east of the Mississippi 

River.
In the then-unincorporated commu-

nity of Munford in Talladega County, a 
small ragtag but brave company of 150 or 
so Confederate soldiers, convalescents, 
home guards, and pardoned deserters, led 
by Gen. Benjamin Jefferson Hill, attacked 
Union forces numbering 1,500, led by 
Gen. John T. Croxton. Croxton was com-
manding a detachment from Gen. James 
H. Wilson’s cavalry, as part of Wilson’s 
Raid, on a path through Alabama that 
started in Tuscaloosa. The Confederate 
troops fired two cannons on the Union 
soldiers, killing one or two, before they 
were defeated and forced to flee. 

The short altercation has been deemed 
by some as the last battle of the Civil War 
east of the Mississippi. It was the last 
battle in Alabama, and with it came the 
last casualties of the Civil War. Lt. Andrew 
Jackson Buttram took his last breath on 
the soil of Munford, unfortunately making 
him forever famous as the last Confeder-

ate soldier to die in open combat. 
On November 4, 1914, the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy placed a 
memorial for Buttram in the spot where 
he fell and was buried. The monument 
reads, “A.J. BUTTRAM, CONFEDERATE 
SOLDIER, KILLED HERE APR. 23, 1865, 
DURING CROXTON’S RAID—ERECTED 
BY VETERANS AND THEIR DESCEN-
DANTS.” 

New markers have been erected 
through the years commemorating this 
last battle and the final toll the war took 
that day. The markers and stones of Mun-
ford stand like ghostly monuments to the 
past, easy to miss if you’re not looking for 
them. Whether on the first day of battle or 
the last, wars claim lives with such swift 
force that we’re often staggered by the 
sheer numbers, losing sight that behind 
these numbers are individual souls who 
meant something to someone some-
where, even in the tiny town of Munford. 

Munford: Site of the last Civil War battle in Alabama
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If you could go back in 
time, where would you go? 
What would you do? Maybe 

try your 
luck at a 
roulette 
table 
in New 
Orleans 
in the late 
1800s? Or 
dance to 
the latest 
hits of the 
40s or 50s 
pulsing 
from the 
glowing 

jukebox in the corner of 
a local bar, cafe, or soda 
fountain?

Until they invent time 
travel, here’s the next best 
thing to satisfy the need for 
nostalgia: History Incor-
porated, where one person 
might consider junk is 
definitely another man’s 
treasure.

Tucked away in down-

town Leeds, History Incor-
porated’s showroom and 
warehouse are brimming 
with historical gems hid-
ing in plain sight. If you’re 
starting to think this is just 
another antique or memo-
rabilia store to add to Ala-
bama’s ever-growing list, 
think again. It’s not often 
you get to see this much 
history in one place.

As I entered the show-
room, my eyes spotted a 
Red Baron carnival ride 
airplane from the 1940s 
dangling above two WWII-
era classic coin-operated 
shooting games, Skyfighter 
and Ace Bomber. A shoe 
advertisement display (in 
the actual form of a shoe) 
squeaked up and down, 
surrounded by an array 
of vintage gas pumps, 
jukeboxes, and even a 
couple of motorcycles. A 
1908 dealership poster for 
Peugeot hung over two 
leather chairs sourced from 

the Pennsylvania Library 
of Congress, and leaning 
against the wall was a set 
of early 1900s iron elevator 
doors from New Orleans.

My eyes eventually set-
tled on the immaculately 
restored Nickelodeon 
player piano adorned 
with inlaid blue and gold 
stained glass. I had heard 
of them but never seen one 
in action until Billy Weller, 
owner and manager of His-
tory Incorporated, sprung 
it into life. Lively music 
filled the showroom as the 
keys merrily moved up and 
down as if a cheerful ghost 
had decided to tinkle the 
ivories. As we moved into 
the warehouse, the music 
lingered in the background, 
reminding me of bygone 
eras where entertainment 
was simply a coin drop 
away.

Crowding the narrow 
aisles of the warehouse was 
a head-high maze of histo-

ry. In this cavernous room, 
the decades and centuries 
collide. It might look like 
a junky mess to some, but 
Weller, a resident of Logan 
Martin Lake who is equal 
parts collector, librarian, 
and historian, has the com-
plete inventory filed away 
in his head. Although Polar 
Bear Services (heating, 
air conditioning,  and ice 
makers) is Weller’s primary 
business, History Incorpo-
rated is what he calls “the 
fun stuff.”  

“So many people think 
of this stuff as junk and 
throw it out,” he says, “but 
there’s a surge of adren-
aline when you discover 
something. It’s like find-
ing treasure. You grow 
attached.”

But Weller has one con-
fession to make when it 
comes to this business.

“To do this, you have to 
be part hoarder,” he admits 
with a quick grin. “You have 

to have at least a little bit of 
organized hoarding in you 
to keep every little thing, 
because parts for these 
machines are hard to find. 
Take for example a jukebox 
that isn’t ideal for resell or 
restoration.  We ‘part’ it out 

in order to make 10 more 
jukeboxes functional.”

Speaking of jukeboxes, 
History Incorporated has a 
wide variety, ranging from 
one of the first jukeboxes 

000282580R1

1400 9th Street | Leeds, AL 35094

CITY OF 
LEEDS
MAYOR DAVID MILLER

All city meetings are held at the Leeds City 
Annex Room at 1412 9th Street, Leeds, 

Alabama 35094.

CITY HALL

(205) 699-2585 leedsalabama.org

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Kenneth Washington

Eric G. Turner
Johnny G. Dutton

Angie Latta
DeVoris Ragland-Pierce

It is my privilege to welcome 
you to Leeds, a thriving city that 

is on the move and open for 
business.  We encourage you 

to join in the discovery of what 
continues to make Leeds the 

stellar City of Valor.

Hours:
City Hall: M-Th 7:30am - 3:00pm, Fri 7:30am - 11:00am
Public Works Summer : M-Th 6:00 am - 2:30 pm; Fri 

6:00 am - 12:30
Public Works Winter: M-Th 7:00 am - 3:30 pm; Fri 

7:00 am - 1:30
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Please see HISTORY | Page 5D

What’s old is new again at History Incorporated

Susan
Cook

Photos by Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
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made in 1929 by the less 
well-known brand of Hol-
comb & Hoke to the more 
jazzed up versions crafted 
by the king of jukeboxes, 
Wurlitzer.

Weller’s favorite? “Any-
thing from the 40s, but 
my favorite jukebox is a 
Wurlitzer 1080. To me, 
that’s the sexiest jukebox. 
It was called the Mae West 
because of its curves. How 
can you not love that?”

One key way to tell a 
1940s jukebox from those 
of other decades is by look-
ing for the rounded plastic 
sides, called catalins, that 

glow like jewels when 
the jukebox comes alive. 
Since it’s illegal to make 
the catalin plastic anymore 
due to the toxic fumes 
produced, finding pristine 
catalins is an thrill.

Sometimes there’s even 
a treasure within the trea-
sure.

Weller related a story 
about a Wurlitzer Victory 
he was restoring. “I took 
it apart and found silver 
coins in it from the 30s and 
40s plus subway tokens 
from the 50s. And just think 
about this 80-year-old 
jukebox here. Who’s played 
it? How many G.I.s danced 
with their wives or girl-
friends in some little honky 
tonk somewhere? They get 

a second life.” 
But it’s not just jukebox-

es that are in high demand 
these days. According 
to Weller, “pinballs, gas 
pumps, and signs are 
through the roof. Pinballs 
bring in around $7-10,000, 
and a gasoline pump from 
the 1920s-30s era sold in 10 
minutes to a guy in Louisi-
ana.”

The entire time we’re 
talking, Weller’s phone 
pings in the background, 
abuzz with potential buy-
ers from here in the States 
and all over the world. Last 
month, a jukebox and six 
pinball machines made the 
journey to Hungary, while 
another shipment was 
headed to the Netherlands. 

Facebook and Instagram 
have helped to turn History 
Incorporated into a thriving 
24/7 business.

The current record for 
selling a jukebox on Face-
book? Seven seconds.

“Everything we list here 
is functional, but you may 
need to replace a button 
or make some other small 
replacement. We even sell 
it with the dust still on it,” 
says Weller with a laugh, 
“so you’re getting every bit 
of history. Anything that’s 
electromechanical doesn’t 
like to be sitting. It wants to 
be used and played.”

Looking around at these 
time capsules of the past, I 
find it hard not to consider 
each one as some living 

thing. Luckily, Weller and 
his family-owned and oper-
ated History Incorporated 
are here to breathe new life 
into them. With their help, 
old Fortune Tellers have a 
few more fortunes to tell, 
pinball wizards can play 
the games of their grandfa-
thers, and Wurlitzer juke-
boxes still bubble to life.

What’s old is new, and 

so the cycle repeats.
If you want to visit the 

History Incorporated 
showroom, you can find 
Billy Weller and his team at 
1615 8th Street, Leeds. Or, 
call (205) 368 - 9681. Don’t 
forget to follow History 
Incorporated on Facebook 
and Instagram, where you 
can discover their Deals of 
the Day.

Master the fundamentals, practice & compete!

x

MARKSMANSHIP PARK
TALLADEGA
CMP
4387 Turner Mill Road
Talladega, Alabama

www.TheCMP.org    256.474.4408

Join us for one-on-one instruction in pistol, rifle
and shotgun. Classes are offered weekly!

Electronic Targets - 100, 200, 300, 600 Yard HP 

Unknown Distance Range

Wobble
Trap, Skeet, 

5-Stand 
15-Station
Sporting

Clays Loop & 
Trap Field!

15
Act ion
P is to l
Bays

- Pape r & 
Stee l

Targe ts

3D Arche r y

- Ins t r uc t ion
- C ompe t i t i on
- Re cre at ion

 - Sk i l l -Bu i ld i ng

TM

500 Acre s o f Fun !

Discover, Learn, Shoot!

13,000 sq.ft. Club House

Electronic Targets - 100, 200, 300, 600 Yard HP 
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115 West Clay Street
Sylacauga, AL  35150

(256) 245-3267

134 Foothills Parkway
Chelsea, AL 35043

(205) 678-0861

Emily Johnson, CRNP
Darlene Mathis, DNP, CRNP

David Hardy, MD
Rekha Chadalawada, MD

Brittany McCullough, CRNP

www.sylacaugapediatrics.com

Our practice is working together to 
build life-long relationships between 
our staff and our patients by consis-

tently providing our patients with 
compassion, excellence and value.
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HISTORY
Continued from Page 4D

What’s old is new again at History Incorporated
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Medicine is not a one size �ts 
all so neither are our docs!

Dr. Barry Collins

Dr. Rick Jotani Dr. Ilinca Prisacara

205-884-9000

41 EminenceWay, Suite A
Pell City, AL

Extended Hours Clinic for Acute Care:  
Monday - Thursday 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

No appointment necessary.

•Primary Care - Pediatric to Geriatric
•Family Wellness Care

•Women’s Health
•Sports Medicine

•Onsite Diagnostic
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115 Court Square North,  Talladega, AL 35160 | 256-315-0000 

FREE SERVICES 
•Pregnancy Test                   •Pregnancy Education
•Ultrasounds(limited)          •Post Abortion Support
•Adoption Referrals             •Pre-natal & Parenting Class
•Abstinence Education        •Peer Counseling
•Post Miscarriage & Loss Support

201 W. Ft. Williams St., Suite 26 
Sylacauga, AL 35150

256-208-8888
resourcesforwomen@gmail.com

Our Mission is to provide physical, emotional, 
and spiritual support to women, men, and families 

in our community. 

R e s o u r c e s
f o r  W o m e n
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BY FAITH DORN
Special to The Daily Home

Main Street Alabama recently desig-
nated Talladega (alongside Demopolis, 
LaFayette and Leeds) as a Main Street com-
munity.

Talladega City Manager Seddrick Hill is 
excited about what this designation means 
for his adopted hometown. 

“This means we are moving in the right 
direction. We have made moves to revital-
ize and bring a sense of pride to the city. To 
attract young families, you need a decent 
school system, low crime 
and nice places to go,” 
explained Hill. 

Hill grew up in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, and 
came to Talladega when 
he attended Talladega 
College. During his time 
at the college, he received 
an internship in the 
Talladega Public Works 
department. After he received a Master’s 
degree at Jacksonville State University, he 
worked in admissions, alumni affairs and 
development at Talladega College, as well 
as serving as the college’s vice president of 
institutional advancement. Hill also served 
as the executive director of institutional 
advancement and AIDB Foundation at the 
Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind 
before becoming Talladega’s city manager. 

Hill attended an Alabama Cities of 
Excellence conference in Huntsville and 
learned about the Main Street Alabama 
program. 

“Main Street Alabama revitalizes and 
attracts new business. I started attending 
workshops, and Jimmy Williams, from 
a local nonprofit, was attending, and he 
started volunteering to help Talladega 
apply to become a Main Street communi-
ty,” Hill said. 

It took volunteers and internal staff five 

to eight months to answer more than 200 
questions for the application. Hill said that 
some cities have been trying to become a 
Main Street community for years. 

“We didn’t try to reinvent the wheel,” 
Hill said regarding the application process. 
“We looked at how several cities modeled 
their applications, including Anniston, 
Oxford and Gadsden. Once they became 
Main Street they got 20-30 new businesses 
over two to three years.” 

Talladega currently has five new busi-
nesses that are almost ready to open. 

“Talladega is a very 
special place. It is a hid-
den jewel with so much 
history and opportunity. 
It is a place where prop-
erty taxes are low. You 
can really grow and have 
a family,” Hill continued. 
“This is the most diverse 
place I have ever lived. 
We have a historical Black 
college, the Alabama 

Institute for the Deaf and Blind, the Presby-
terian Home for Children, all these differ-
ent institutions making this place work.” 

When asked to name his favorite part of 
Talladega, Hill identified his office in City 
Hall where he does things for the commu-
nity. 

The Main Street Alabama team came to 
Talladega a couple of weeks ago to lead the 
city’s Main Street committee’s first work-
shop. Talladega Main Street will be adver-
tising an opening for an executive director 
soon. 

On Saturday, July 9, Talladega will host 
Second Saturday, featuring food trucks, a 
cornhole tournament, the Talladega Main 
Street kickoff party and more. 

Talladega Main Street is working to 
build the Talladega Main Street board and 
invites community members to volunteer 
with the organization. 

“Come invest in Talladega,” said Hill.

Talladega designated as 
a Main Street community

“We are moving 
in the right 
direction.”

— Talladega City Manager 
Seddrick Hill

The Home’s
ON TWITTER
FOLLOW THE NEWS 

DAILYHOME

For the latest in local news, 
visit www.DailyHome.com

Photos by Bob Crisp and Tucker Webb/Daily Home
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“ A Place For All Occasions”
Cele�ations

• Weddings  •Receptions •Anniversaries
Birthdays  •Showers

& Any Other Special Occasion

3005 Martin St. S. (Hwy. 231) Cropwell, AL • 205.884.8632

Located inside �e Old Gray Barn

FedEx and UPS Authorized 
Shipping Center

1910 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125

205-338-0791

Your dollars go farther - so you don’t have to.
Supporting local businesses helps create jobs and keep our community on the grow!

SHOP PELL CITY!

Quality Diamonds 
Never Go Out of Style...

2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd., Vincent, 
AL 35178

205-525-0131

We Sell New & 
Preowned Golf Carts

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 AM - 5 PM
 Saturday 8  AM - 12  PM

000293804r1

A Boutique For All Generations!
2053 Martin St. So. | Pell City, AL 35128

 - Adjacent to Publix.

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 10 am – 6 pm 
Sat. 10 am – 4 pm, Sun. Closed

(205) 520-8551

Pell City Flower 
& Gift Shop

Family owned and operated since 1945Family owned and operated since 1945Family owned and operated since 1945Family owned and operated since 1945Family owned and operated since 1945Family owned and operated since 1945Family owned and operated since 1945Family owned and operated since 1945

36 Comer Ave.
Pell City, AL

Mon - Fri: 8 am - 5 pm
              Sat: 8 am - 12 pm

(205) 338-2226
www.pellcity�owers.com

1915A Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125

WANDA’SSilk Flowers

3508 Cogswell Ave 
Pell City, AL 35125

Inside the Pink Store

205-913-1942

•Floral Arrangements
•Funeral Sprays

•Holiday Decorations
•Decorative Selections

•Silk Flowers 
For Any Occasion

Collector’s Showcase

Frank and Diane Seals
4504 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, Alabama 35125

New Pottery shipment, assortment of iron, 
wooden chairs, swings and arbors, yard art, 
fairy garden supplies and an array of rare 

perennial and annual �owers.

We Now Have Farmhouse Accessories

Frank and Diane Seals
Open Mon.-Sat. 10:00am-6:00pm

Plant Close-Out Sale
most plants 50% o�

205.338.0855

922 Comer Avenue Pell City, Al
205-473-0143

“Quality PreOwned Powersports is Our Specialty”

www.2wheelheaven.com

Service, Sales, & 

Repair on ATVs 

Side by Sides & 

Motorcycles

TALLADEGA
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118 N Broadway •Sylacauga
256-369-1446

McClendonBridals.com
Instagram@McClendonBridals
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Curtis & Son
Funeral Home

256-245-4361
1315 Talladega Highway • Sylacauga
1099 1st Street NW • Childersburg

Curtis and Son Funeral Home has been 
serving the Sylacauga and Childersburg 

area for more than 43 years.  We 
understand how difficult losing a loved one 
can be, and we truly care about those we 
serve, and make every effort to comfort 
each family who comes to us in need.

Whether your need is immediate or you wish to plan 
in advance, we are committed and available to give 
you the best possible guidance and support. Please 
contact us if you would like more information about 
our services.

Barry Curtis, Manager
& Elder Care Attorney

www.curtisandsonfh.com
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We are accepting new patients

Quality Care For Your Smile 
At Every Age!

Family Dentistry

We accept most insurances including Medicaid
704 C Battle Street East, Talladega

256-362-6861

• Pediatric
• General
• Cosmetic
• Dentures
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Dr. Elaine Gissendaner

BY LACI BRASWELL
Special to The Daily Home

An ensemble cast com-
posed of clients from the 
Burton Development Cen-
ter with the Arc of North 
Talladega county, along 
with several area-wide 
elementary students have 
been diligently preparing 
for their upcoming perfor-
mances of the Broadway 
musical, “Grease,” at the 
historic Ritz Theatre on Sat-
urday, July 9, at 7 p.m., and 
Sunday, July 10, at 3 p.m.

“They have all been 
working so very hard and 
they’re excited to get the 
chance to perform it for 
everyone,” Janie Curtis, 
executive director for the 
Arc of North Talladega 
County said. 

The collaborative 
project has brought stu-
dents with disabilities and 
non-disabilities together 
from Talladega city and 
county schools, along with 
adult clients from the Bur-
ton Development Center 
together through music, 
dance and theater.

According to Curtis, col-
lectively, a group of approx-
imately 50, including 34 
cast members, have worked 
together as a team on the 
production since October. 

Curtis said flyers were 
sent out in the late fall to 
elementary schools in Tal-
ladega city and the north 
region of Talladega County.

“We wanted this to be 
an opportunity of inclusion 
by allowing children and 
adults with disabilities and 
non disabled children to 
both participate and get 
to know one another,” she 
said. “Our youngest cast 
member is ten, and our old-
est is 59.”

George Culver, executive 
director of the Ritz, has 
also been “instrumental 
in arranging the talents to 
help produce this upcom-
ing production, by volun-
teering his theater exper-
tise,” Curtis said.

Culver added he is 
thrilled the venue can help.

“Introduction of the 
lively arts can help build 
confidence and self-esteem 
through means of inclu-
sion,” Culver said. “I’m 
really excited for them and 
how they will feel being on 
stage and seeing their name 
in lights. We are happy to 
support the Arc and the 
students in our area. We 
look forward to keeping this 
partnership alive.” 

Brandon Crosby, who 
is taking on the roles of 
Danny and Teen Angel, 
said it has been a “dream 
come true. I love and grew 
up watching the movie, and 
it’s something I’ve always 
wanted to do.” 

Crosby said he also loves 
to sing and perform at his 
church, Mt. Canaan Baptist 
in Talladega.

When asked what his 
favorite musical numbers 
have been to rehearse, 
Crosby named “‘Summer 
Nights’ and ‘Alone at the 
Drive-In.’”

Crosby said he is thank-
ful for the opportunities to 
take part in summer camps 
at Heritage Hall and the Rit 
through the Arc.

“Janie has been a God-
send to all of us,” he said. 
“She’s really the best.”

Asher Christenson, who 
plays the role of Sandy, said 
she was super excited to get 
to perform at the Ritz.

“My favorite part of the 
musical is the Rydell cheer,” 
she said. “It’s really fun and 
has a lot of energy.”

Rizzo, played by Lori 
Anderson, said that she 
has really enjoyed working 
on the slumber party and 
prom scenes.

“I really like those,” 
Anderson said. 

Curtis noted the 
rehearsal with the inclusive 
cast has helped build and 
form lasting friendships. 

Cast member Bruce 
Pope echoed this senti-

ment.
“I’ve really enjoyed it. 

We are all really excited,” 
Pope said. “I’ve made a lot 
of friends.”

Curtis said the produc-
tion would not be possible 
without the help of the 
many volunteers which 
include: parents, grandpar-
ents and other community 
members.

Witnessing the progress 
of the production has been 
rewarding for Arc parent 
Russell Lowry.

“It’s so nice to have a 
place like the Arc to help 
our daughter Leah,” Lowry 
said. “We adopted Leah 
when she was two,” he said. 
“She’s from Baku, Azerbai-
jan.”

Lowry noted there is 
often a misconception 
when it comes to adults and 
children like his daughter, 
who is on the autism spec-
trum.

“Many times people 
think that people with dis-
abilities aren’t capable of 
doing things, but that’s just 
not true. They often just 
need someone who will 

take the time to work with 
them and listen.”

Lowry said the Arc has 
helped his daughter with 
her anxiety, and helped 
build her self-confidence. 

“As a parent,d it makes 
me proud, and humbles me 
to be able to see this type 
of growth first-hand with 
Leah.”

Lowry said providing 
his daughter an outlet to 
express herself through 
singing and dancing has 

‘INCLUSION’ IS THE WORD!
The Arc of North Talladega County 

presents Broadway production of hit 
musical Grease this weekend

Please see GREASE | Page 10D
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Are You Fighting Back 
                        or Knee Pain?

Our specialized braces could be your 
solution!!

Comfortable Proven Braces

201 W. Fort Williams, Suite 28   |   Sylacauga, AL 35150

256-245-1411

Licensed fitters that will come to you!

We also carry power wheelchairs!
Gain your independence & 

improve your quality of life today.

Get Your Freedom Back
With

PORTABLE 
OXYGEN 

CONCENTRATORSCONCENTRATORS

000293784r1

Covered by most 
insurances with 
little or no cost 

to you!!
Call us today!!

BIG CANOE CREEK NATURE PRESERVE
MASTER PLAN            SPRINGVILLE, ALABAMA

CITY HALL HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 am – 4:30 pm

Friday: 7:30 am – 1:00 pm

City of
Springville

160 Walker Drive, Springville, AL 35146
Phone (205) 467-6133

MAIN OFFICE
Phone: (205) 467-6133

Fax: (205) 467-6136
CITY CLERK

Phone: (205) 467-6134 00
02

93
72
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422 - ACRES FOREVER WILD NATURE 
PRESERVE

What was it like for a teenager to 
experience an unhurried summery 
Southern Sunday afternoon without 

any interactive tech-
nology? My friends 
and I grew up with-
out social media. 
Even more so, we 
did not think about 
bringing a camera 
for an ordinary day 
at the park.        

Feeling the car 
hug the long curves 
of the road winding 
up to the top of the 
state park, I relaxed 
quietly in the back-
seat and watched 

others chatter excitedly as our oldest 
friend drove. 

The trees that embraced the paved 
road opened to a wide grassy mead-
ow. Our driver maneuvered the vehi-
cle to the right where the cars were 
parked. Across the plateau-leveled 
meadow the size of three football 
fields, we noted clusters of people 
such as college students, families, 
and teenagers with their activities 
such as textbooks and spiraled note-
books open for studying, parents 
leaning down to guide their young, 
and frisbees being tossed back and 
forth in the air. 

The only technology in sight was 

the occasional stereo box playing 
music at a volume so low as to not 
disturb the neighboring clusters. 

My friends and I spent the morn-
ing in church and chose to spend rest 
of the day out here. After climbing 
out of the car, we claimed our spot on 
the meadow by putting down a large 
blanket, anchoring the corners with 
an igloo cooler and bags filled with 
picnicking paraphernalia. We then 
meandered along to the well-marked 
foot trail at the far end of the meadow, 
close to where the pavilion housed 
picnic tables and charcoal grills. 

The rocky trail became narrower 
as we made our way down along the 
familiar path, our feet skittering loose 
pebbles, the sporadic leaves brushing 
our faces and arms. The air damp-
ened as we followed the sound of the 
waterfall. We reached the banks of the 
pool where the magnificent 34-foot 
waterfall cascaded down levels of 
large stones of the concrete and stone 
dam built in 1941 by the Civilian Con-
servation Corps in their efforts of pre-
serving and transforming the original 
swimming hole of the Wright’s Mill 
into today’s 26-acre Chewacla Lake. 
The sun warmed the sprayed droplets 
from the waterfall as they trickled 
down our arms when we navigated 
across the rocks that surfaced above 
the pool. My friends took their flip-
flops off to feel the water swirl around 

their feet. I did not own any, yet I left 
my Nikes on. Nevertheless, I enjoyed 
feeling the edges of the rocks under 
the thick soles of my sneakers.

Then I slipped. After being sur-
prised, I laughed as my friends 
watched with “are you okay?” expres-
sions on their faces. Good thing we 
had bathing suits on underneath our 
clothes. We  went to the deeper part 
of the pool, my friends holding their 
flip flops and I still had my sneakers 
on. We swam in the depths for a good 
while before climbing back to the top. 

The squishiness, along with the 
tightening of the laces on top of my 
high-arched feet, had me immedi-
ately twisting off the soaked sneakers 
after we plopped onto the blanket 
and wrapped ourselves with beach 
towels. Peeling off the sopping wet 
socks left me gasping for relief as I 
burrowed my now-free feet into the 
grass. The grass feeling soft and green 
due to the previous week’s rains 
soothed my soul. I took in the blue 
sky with its puffy clouds while sipping 
from the lemonade still cold from 
being in the cooler. 

Such ordinary moments do not 
need to be captured with a camera or 
smartphone. Such ordinary moments 
of a summery Southern Sunday 
are meant to be sensorily savored, 
such as relishing in the feel of grass 
between our toes. 

A Sunday afternoon in summer

 Sarah 
Elizabeth 
Moreman

For the latest in local news, 
visit www.DailyHome.com
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been wonderful for her. 
“She loves to perform 

and she also loves to make 
other people laugh,” he 
said. 

Lowry encouraged 
members of the community 
to attend, not just those 
connected to the Arc and 
those they serve.

“Each of them has a 
special gift and they are all 
becoming stars,” he said. 
“As someone without spe-
cial needs, I have learned 
that God can use those 
with special needs to bless 
others.”

The long days of 
rehearsals have remained 
a steadfast, complete team 
effort according to Curtis.

Jacksonville High School 
drama teacher Tracy Gar-
rett is serving as the pro-
duction’s drama coach. 

“She comes with a 
wealth of knowledge in 
performing,” Curtis said. 
“We are grateful to have her 
support.”

Shannon Darby of 
Dancing Stars is serving as 
the production’s choreog-
rapher. 

“He’s been wonderful 
and so enthusiastic while 
working with the cast,” Cur-
tis said. 

Columbiana native 
Micah Swain is the produc-
tion’s vocal coach.

“Micah has really been 
great working with every-
one,” Curtis said. “He is so 
talented and we are thank-
ful he’s been willing to trav-
el to help us.”

Curtis added the timing 
for the performances could 
not have worked out more 
perfectly.

“It happened to land on 
a ‘Second Saturday,’ which 
we hope will help with the 
turnout since people will be 
out and about in town that 
day.”

Curtis thanked Tallade-
ga Second Saturday orga-
nizer Kevin Smith for his 
support of the Arc and for 
his help to spread the word 
about the performances. 

The Talladega Classic 
Car show will also be rolling 
into town to show its sup-
port on Saturday, according 
to Curtis.

“We hope everyone will 
come out adorned in their 
leather jackets and poodle 
skirts,” Curtis said. “We are 
excited to have the classic 

cars parked out front. It’s 
going to be a really fun 
night.”

Curtis said Saturday’s 
festivities will begin at 5 
p.m., two hours prior to 
curtain call.

“We will have a photo-
booth, concessions, t-shirts 
and other goodies for 
sale,” Curtis said. “We want 
everyone to come out and 
just have a good time and 
fellowship.”

The upcoming produc-
tion, along with other Arc 
outreach opportunities 
have been made possible in 
part by the unrelenting sup-
port from local nonprofits, 
such as Callie’s Kids. 

“The Arc was awarded 
a $10,000 grant in 2021 by 
Callie’s Kids to help intro-
duce adults and children 
with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities in 
the north Talladega County 
area to the theater,” Curtis 
said. “We are so thankful 
they are getting a chance 
to learn more about it this 
summer,” Curtis said. “Cal-
lie’s Kids has always been 
amazing to us at the Arc, 
and we are forever grateful 
for their continued sup-
port.”

Kelly Wesley, founder of 
Callie’s Kids, expressed her 
excitement for the upcom-
ing performances.

“It has been a blessing to 
see everyone work togeth-
er,” she said. “Callie loved 
the arts, and was a believer 
of pulling together for the 
common good.”

Proceeds from the 
performances will go 
to help aid The Burton 
Development Center, 
which provides services 
for adults with intellectual 
and developmental issues 
so they can attend school, 
have a career and have a 
sense of independence and 
The Arc of North Talladega 
County, whose role is to 
advocate for the rights and 
protection of people with 
intellectual disabilities and 
their families so that they 
may live happy, productive 
and successful lives. 

Tickets may be pur-
chased at the door or by 
contacting Curtis. They cost 
$10 for general admission, 
and $5 for students ages 
four to 18. Children three 
and younger get in free. 

For more information, 
contact Curtis at 256-589-
6784, or call the Ritz box 
office at 256-315-0000.  

GREASE
Continued from Page 8D

Submitted photos



The Daily Home  MY HOMETOWN   Weekend Edition, July 9-10, 2022 Page 11D

Come and W�ship Wi� Us!

Pd. Pol. Ad. by Committee to Elect Cindy Pennington, 
4500 Griffitt Bend Road, Talladega, AL 35160

-PSALM 122:1
I was glad when they 
said unto me,
‘Let us go into the 
house of the Lord.’

      

Cindy Pennington
Pd. Pol. Adv. by Cindy Pennington, Talladega County Revenue Commissioner.

Pastor Andy Lambert
970 River Road, Cropwell, AL 35054

Phone 205.642.8744

Web Site: cvcog.church

First 
United 

Methodist
(205) 338-3374

2200 Third Ave. N.
Pell City

Chapel in the Pines
8:30 am (Lakeside Park) 

Traditional Worship
10:30 (Sanctuary)

Contemporary Worship
10:30 am (Beacon)

Rev. Dr. Rachel Gonia,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Wes Savage,
Associate Pastor
Rev. Ava Rozelle,
Associate Pastor

www.pellcityfumc.org

Pastor B yron F . White
333 Reynolds Mill Rd.

Alpine, AL 35014 
( 2 5 6 )  3 6 2 - 0 4 3 5

SER VIC E TIMES
Sunday School 8:00 a.m.

Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday 6:00 p.m.
Celeb rating 1 2  Y ears of S ervice

Kingston Baptist 
Church

Mt. Ida 
Baptist Church

Berney Station Rd. 

Talladega

Cragdale 
Baptist Church
2149 Berney Station 

Rd.  Talladega
Sunday School-10 am

Morning Worship-11 am
Pastor Sam Walker

Sylacauga First 
United Methodist

Church
105 East Spring Street
Sylacauga, AL 35150

firstmethodistchurch.com
(256) 249-0362

Sunday Service: 10:00 a.m.

Hepzibah 
Baptist Church

5329 Renfroe Road
Talladega

256-268-2200
Pastor Justin Milliken

Central Baptist 
Church

P.O. Box 1085
126 Spring St. N., Talladega 

( 2 5 6 )  3 6 2 - 4 8 3 6
R ev. R ick y C lark

Sunday School
 9:45 - 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting

6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Practice

7:15 p.m.

Champion 
Church Talladega

A Victory Church Campus 

Formerly: Christ 
Deliverance Christian Center

34810 Alabama Highway 21 N P.O. 
Box 1166 Talladega, AL 35161

256-268-8866
Join Us Sunday’s  

10:30 a.m. in Person or FB 
@Champion Church a 
Victory Church Campus

“WE WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE YOU IN CHURCH”

Timothy Embry,Pastor
championchurch.net

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

200 8th Ave SW 
Childersburg

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.

(256) 378 6058
Live Stream at: 

Childersburgfirstbaptist.com

C oncord United 
Methodist C hurch
85 Concord Church Rd.

Talladega
P astor -  Michael Gatch

G od I s L ove! !

Our Lady
of the Lake

Catholic Church
4 6 0 9  Martin St. S.

C ropw ell 
( 2 0 5 )  5 2 5 - 5 1 6 1

F ather W illiam Lucas
Daily Mass:

 Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 a.m.
Wed. Evening Mass: 7 p.m.

Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 

8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.

VICTORY
CHURCH
Website: victoryal.com

Facebook.com/victorychurchal
Instagram: @victorychurchal

Sunday
Two Identical 

Worship Experiences:
9:15 am and 10:30 am

154 Victory Drive
(I-20 Exit 156) 
Pell City, AL

(205) 338-2901

New Maryland 
Missionary 

Baptist Church
405 New Maryland Rd.

Alpine, AL 
(256) 268-9304

Join us for our live stream 
Bible Sessions 

Sunday – 10 a.m.
Wednesday – 7 p.m.

Rev. Eric D. Richardson, 
Pastor

“To God Be The Glory”
Come Worship with Us!

New Maryland Missionary 
 Baptist Church

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

10 S. Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga

(256) 245-6301

www.joinfirst.net

SERVICE TIMES
BIBLE STUDY

Sunday 9:40 a.m.

Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

PRAYER MEETING

Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

000293792r1

4 6 1 5  C ogsw ell Ave. P ell C ity, AL 3 5 1 2 5

2 0 5 - 3 3 8 - 2 8 2 7
P astor Michael Andrew s

Sunday Services:  1 0 : 5 5  AM
Sunday School ( all ages) :  1 0 : 0 0  AM
W ednesday Night Service:  7 : 0 0  P M

Nursery Available

We hope to see you  soon!
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CREMATION CENTER

DIRECT CREMATION

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER:

ON-SITE CREMATION
LOCATED AT 

217 COOSA ST E
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Auto PartsMidway
Full Line Auto Parts,

Automotive Paint & Supplies

Highway 78 • Lincoln, AL

Auto Parts 205-763-7756

TALLADEGA OFFICE MACHINES, LLC
30 Spring St. N.

Talladega, AL 35160

256-362-2883
Fax 256-362-6444

Sharp Copiers 
& Fax Machines

Sales and Service

R ACH E L  H AY N E S

CLARK’S

106 S. Court Square

OF TALLADEGA
•RESIDENTIAL  
•BUSINESS  
•COMMERCIAL
•GARAGE LIABILITY

L O U R AI N E  R O B E R T S

INSURANCE CENTER

256-362-3548

STOREY’S TAX SERVICE

111 Court Street North • Talladega

256-362-5571

Y ears  of  val uab l e ex perienc e as  an I R S 
regis tered  tax  preparer.

Tax preparation, tax planning, bookkeeping, 
and so much more.

YEAR 
ROUND 
SERVICE

For tax preparation you can count on

Serving Talladega Area Since 1970

521 Battle Street
Talladega, AL

256-589-3947
Shane & Jennifer Wallace

Owner/Independent Herbalife Distributor

Summer Hours:
Monday - Friday 6AM - 5PM

Saturday 8AM - 3PM, Sunday - Closed

Under New 
Management!

•Bobcat Loaders 
•Trenchers
•Airless Paint Sprayers
•Air Compressors
•Breaking & Demo Hammers

•Cut-Off & Concrete Saws
•Scaffolding
•Linens - Many Colors
•Canopy Tents
•Tables (All Sizes)

•Chairs
•Chafing Dishes
•Inflatables

206 S. Tinney St., Talladega • 256-362-2433
Mon. - Fri. 7 am - 5 pm

Center®

SERVING CONTRACTORS, DO-IT-YOURSELFERS, CATERERS, 
MEETING AND PARTY PLANNERS IN THE TALLADEGA REGION

LOCAL
Buy. Enjoy. Support.

Shop

AFFORDABLE SERVICES 
STARTING AT

ONLY $4995
www.terrysmortuary.com  256.362.2421

Terry ’s Mortuary
SERVIN G  TALLADEG A AN D SURROUN DIN G  COUN TIES 

SATISFACTORY SERVICE 
RENDERED FOR OVER 50 YEARS

000293624r1

BILL STANFORD AUTOMOTIVE
GET MORE - SAVE MORE!

411 EAST ST. NO., TALLADEGA
(BETWEEN THE RAILROAD TRACKS AND JACK’S)

256-268-8995 $193

SEVERAL VEHICLES 
TO CHOOSE FROM!

PRICES STARTING AT

(W.A.C.-See dealer for details)

PER
MO

Butch Carter 
Sales

Bill Stanford 
Owner

Cheryl Cate 
General Mgr.

Mike Moses
Sales

Jarvis Hutchinson
Sales

O�

Men’s Wear 
On The Square Talladega - 256-362-2631

Store Hours Mon.- Sat. 9-6

Suit Sale
$89.95 & up

Over 1200 
Suits

TALLADEGA COUNTY
REVENUE

 COMMISSIONER

Cindy Pennington

Alone, we can
do so little; 
Together, we can
do so much.
            HELEN KELLER

Pd. Pol. Ad. by Cindy Pennington, Revenue Commissioner, 
4500 Griffitt Bend Road, Talladega, AL 35160

1104 Ashland Hwy.  |  256-362-2208
Mon.-Fri. 7-5, Sat. 7-3, Closed Sunday

STORE DEPARTMENTS
Automotive • Cleaning Supplies • Electrical •  Hand and Power Tools 

Hardware • Housewares • Lawn and Garden • Nursery  
Paint and Sundries • Outdoor Living •  Plumbing

The helpful place.

BUTANE & PROPANE GAS

218 Coosa St. E.,Talladega  
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 4 pm

Dependable & A�ordable Propane Service

Residential • Commercial

256-362-2651

NO ROUTES 
NO FEES

Griffin Laser Engraving  LLC

•Awards •Trophies 
•Powder Coating 
•Personalized Yeti  
 Products
•Sparkly Safety Stuff
•Nectar of the Vine 
  (Drink Mixers)

•And So Much More!

Kandi Griffin, Owner

47762 Hwy 78 • Lincoln, AL • 205-763-0000 
Mon-Fri 10-5:00

 griffinlaser@gmail.com
“All Things YETI”

Check us out on 
FACEBOOK

W E  M A K E  I T  T H E  W A Y  Y O U  W A N T  I T !

69636 AL Highway 77
Talladega, AL 35160

256-362-4780 • 1-844-582-3216

A Subsidiary of:

EXPRESS 
PHARMACY

No Waiting • Convenient Drive Thru • No Automated Phone Lines

Located inside The Pig on Battle St., Talladega

256-362-1120

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Your Authorized
Diamond
Dealer

256-761-9100819 North St. East, Talladega
(Between Buddy’s BBQ and King Tire)

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR VEHICLE ACCESSORIES
•Brush Guards •Lift Kits •Tool Boxes •Step Bars •Lights

Professional hand wash & detail work by Tony Freeman

G if t 
&eUWLficDWeV $YDLODEOe

Talla Floral

108 E. Court Square 
 Talladega • 256-362-3092

Best Quality 
For The Best Price

tallafloral@tallafloral.com
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TALLADEGA & ST. CLAIR COUNTIES
6tDrt \our $SDrtPent 6eDrch here�

New Friends. 
New Beginnings.

Pineview Landing 
Apartments

1, 2, 3 Bedrooms 
Occasional Vacancies

256-362-3412
www.pineviewlanding.com

160 Broadway Ave., 
Talladega, AL

mainavenuemgr@spm.net

Sylacauga’s Finest A�ordable 
Senior Living Community

MAIN AVENUE APTS.

Rent based on income, 62 years or older.

Call (256) 245-4006
105 E. Walnut St. • Sylacauga, AL 35150

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8am-3pm
Closed  Fri., Sat. & Sun.

Spacious One Bedroom Homes 
Now Available!

Autumn Trace
Apartments

256.249.2126
1, 2, 3 Bedrooms, all electric, private balconies and patios, W/D conn, 

on-site laundry mat, video surveillance. Garbage and pest control included.

1400 Autumn Lane  •  Sylacauga

256-369-9774

2301 Motes Rd., 
Sylacauga, AL 31550Childersburg, AL

256-369-4606 256-249-3828

296 Oak St. West, 
Sylacauga, AL 31550

Crestview 
Apartments

256-397-5483

NOW LEASING
In Sylacauga,  Childersburg 

& Alexander City

Come Join Our Family

256 378-0171

1-2-3 Bedrooms

Sylacauga
249-8990

BELLVIEW
Apts.

Background & Credit Checks Required - Income Restrictions Apply

TDD/TTY 711

TDD/TTY 711

...an escape from the busy world to a personal getaway you will love to call home.
Clarion Cove

1400 Clarion Cove Circle
Pell City, AL • 205-338-7007Now Leasing!

Laundry Facility
Wireless Internet Access

Energy E�cient

Air Conditioning
Beautiful Clubhouse

Cable-Ready

Extra Storage
Washer/Dryer Connections

Business Center

PARKWOOD APARTMENTS
550 Wood Dr. • Pell City, AL • 205-814-9023

1, 2, & 3 BEDROOMS APARTMENTS
Now leasing NEWLY RENOVATED 
apartments offering balconies, superior 
kitchens with electric range, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, storage, washer/dryer 
connections and much more. Parkwood 
offers a clubhouse, laundry facility, play-
ground, gazebo, picnic tables and grill 
areas. 

Rents start at 
$424/1BR, $520/2BR, $600/3BR

000293726r1

1220 Martin St. S.  |  Pell City
(205) 884-3412

Logan Martin
Veterinary

Clinic
 Dr. Larry L. Chasteen, D.V.M.

Hannah Katrina, D.V.M.

000290525r1

Logan Martin Vet Clinic o�ers general and emergency pet care services. 
Call to con�rm hours and availability.

Flea & Tick Season 
Coming Soon!Make sure your pets are 

up to date on shots!
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BY EJ VERNON
Special to The Daily Home

Tucked away near 
Childersburg in the foothills 
of the Appalachians, the 
place Joy Sorensen calls 
home contains a cave that 
remains a cool 60 degrees 
year-round and has been in 
her family for 110 years.

At the age of 7, Joy began 
working the mailroom at the 
DeSoto Caverns.

“It’s been a place I’ve 
loved my whole life,” Joy 
said.  “I started helping my 
parents, and now it is part 
of me.”

Joy left home to attend 
college at Taylor University 
in Indiana but always loved 
coming home to the caverns 
during school breaks.

“I couldn’t wait to talk 
to my dad about the cave, 
about what he was doing 
and what he had planned,” 
Joy said.

Studying photography 
and traveling abroad only 
deepened Joy’s love and 
appreciation for what she 
had at home at the caverns.  
And when Joy’s husband, 
Jared Sorensen, expressed 
interest in dedicating his 
life’s work to the caverns, Joy 
knew her childhood dreams 
of carrying on the family 
legacy would soon become 
reality.

“Working at the caverns 
was always a huge dream of 
mine,” she said.  “Hearing 
Jared say he felt called by 
God to work here thrilled 
me.  I was honored, hum-
bled.”

Now, Joy, her husband 
and her dad, Allen Mathis, 
work together to continue 
growing a legacy that will 
live on for generations while 
still preserving history. On 
June 1, Joy and her family 
announced a name change 
for the tourist attraction.  
Formerly DeSoto Caverns, 
the transition to Majestic 
Caverns is a description that 
encompasses more than a 
historical figure.

“We needed a name 
that not only represented 
the history,” Joy said.  “We 
needed a name that also 
depicted the physicality of 
the caverns.”

Tourists often confuse 
the name DeSoto Caverns 
with DeSoto State Park in 
Fort Payne.

“We’ve had people end 
up here who were trying to 
get to DeSoto State Park and 
vice versa,” Joy said.  “A lot of 
the locals don’t even know 
about the confusion.”

But this is not the first 
time the historic site has 
been renamed. 

In 1796, a scout for Pres-
ident George Washington 
recorded the beauty of 
the cave, making Majestic 
Caverns the first cavern on 
record in the United States. 
Majestic Caverns is also 
known for having one of 
the largest accumulations 
of onyx in the world. And it 
was the onyx that caught the 
attention of Joy’s great-great 
grandmother, Ida Mathis, 
in 1910.

Together with business 
partners, Ida purchased the 
cave with the intention of 
mining the onyx.  But when 
those plans fell through, she 
bought out the other shares, 
making her the sole owner.

The site was generally 
referred to as the Ida Mathis 
Cave and then later became 
known as the Kymulga Cave.

“My father became the 
CEO in the 1970s and began 
to really develop the land,” 
Joy said.

Allen Mathis lived in the 
back of the gift shop with 
his dog while he spent time 
working on the cave’s interi-
or, widening  the cave’s nar-
row pathways and adding 
lighting.

 “You’re not going to 

see anything like this on 
the surface,” Allen said.  
“You’re going to have to go 
underground.  And I think 
when you come down here 
and the way we display the 
cave, it really is a majestic 
cave. People are amazed at 
the handiwork of God, and 
I think that it can’t help but 
impress people in a special 
way and create a lasting 
memory.  That really reach-
es my heart to be able to use 
creativity to develop some-
thing that people will enjoy.”

Shortly after taking over 
as CEO, Allen and his wife, 
Danielle decided the cave 
needed a name that would 
be easier for people to pro-
nounce, so they named the 
site DeSoto Caverns after 
Hernando DeSoto, who 

traveled through the region 
in 1540.

People who visited the 
cave learned about the sci-
ence and history of the site, 
including the adventures of 
Hernando DeSoto, a history 
that is still shared on cavern 
tours today.  The property 
also features more than a 
dozen above ground attrac-
tions.

“Describing our cave as 
Majestic Caverns aligns us 
with the heart of our land’s 
history, our inspiration for 
our legend-based storytell-
ing experiences,” Jared said. 
“It is our goal to illuminate 
truth through legendary 
tales that have not only hap-
pened once upon a time but 
continue to keep on hap-
pening.”

Majestic Caverns: A new name for 
a popular hometown attraction

MAJESTIC CAVERNS 
HISTORICAL TIMELINE

ANCIENT: Mastodon bone found in the caverns
MORE THAN 2,000 YEARS AGO: Woodland Indian 

period bones were found
1540: Hernando De Soto and his men came 

through the area. Robles and Freyada stayed behind 
and one married a local woman and settled in 
Childersburg, making Childersburg the first Europe-
an settlement in America, with a Romeo and Juliet 
marriage.

1723: First cave graffiti by I.W. Wright
1796: Listed by President George Washington as 

the first cave on record in the United States
1864: The caverns were used to mine gunpowder 

during the Civil War. There is still an original trench 
in the caverns that was dug by soldiers back in 1864 
to create a working leaching vat to get niter crystals 
for making gun powder

1912: Caverns Purchased by Alabama Women’s 
Hall of Fame member Ida Mathis

1919: The caverns was used to make moonshine 
1975: Al Mathis, current CEO, began working at 

the Caverns
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VISIT US AT OUR 
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400 Fort Williams Street
Sylacauga, AL 35150
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Ben Donahoo, PTA Dan Schabel, PT

BY NICK PATTERSON
Special to The Daily Home

To say some endeavor is really “about 
family,” is often cliched, but in the case of 
Pell City tennis pro Sarah Stewart, that’s 
actually how it begins and ends.

Her father got her started in tennis, 
she found her passion in the family atmo-
sphere of her college tennis team, and 
she’s worked hard for years to infuse that 
same sense of closeness in the Pell City 
tennis program. And that’s a big part, 
she says, of what got her inducted into 
the Alabama Tennis Foundation Hall of 
Fame. 

“Part of it was the playing, my back-
ground growing up, in college, some of 
the wins I’ve had over some good players,” 
Stewart said. “I think the biggest part, 
though, would be Pell City. Our program 
is known all over the state. Our people go 
all over to compete, and they help put our 
name on the map.”

Stewart and her team at the Pell City 
Tennis Center have made the sport a 
major aspect of life in town, according to 
City Manager Brian Muenger. “Over the 
more than 20 years that Sarah has been 
employed by the city, she has cultivated 
a thriving tennis program that serves all 
ages effectively,” he said. “The level of 
instruction has been the backbone of the 
program’s growth, including group clinics 
for beginners.”

Muenger credits Stewart with bringing 
nearly $500,000 worth of improvements 
to the city’s tennis program and instill-
ing an abiding love for the sport in Pell 
City. “Her commitment to instruction 
has helped raise a generation of players, 
many of whom are now enrolling their 
own children in the program,” he said.

Stewart was a child herself, living in 
her hometown of Anniston, when she fell 
in love with tennis.

 “My dad was my coach,” she said. “My 
dad played college tennis at Clemson. So 
when I was probably 4 or 5,  he put a rack-
et in my hand. He liked to go play when he 
was off work, so he would go to the club 
every weekend, and I would follow right 
behind him. And I’d watch him play, and 
then beg him, ‘Please hit with me, hit with 
me, hit with me’ and it kinda exploded 
from there. 

“I was a really shy, quiet kid. I didn’t 
like to socialize much, just driven and 
very quiet. And once I got that racket in 
my hand, it was a whole new world for 

me. So he was the reason I started.”
According to The Alabama Player, 

Stewart was ranked number 1 in the 18 
and under division in 1989, and  number 
2 in the Southern Section. 

“Currently, Pell City credits Sarah with 
cultivating a thriving tennis program that 
has led to the continued growth of the city 
facility,” said the magazine article said.  
“Sarah’s true gift is her ability to bring the 
love of tennis to others reflected in the 
numbers of players she has sent to colle-
giate programs, and are lifetime players.”

During her junior year of high school, 
Sarah said, she was playing “amazing ten-
nis” under the watchful eye of her father, 
who was “right there with me, helping 
me make some big life decisions about 
turning pro or going to college, and what 
tournaments to play.”

Her success in high school attracted 
offers from different college programs 
from around the country, and her dad 
encouraged her to chose Louisiana State 
University in Baton Rouge. “It was the 
best choice I could have made,” she said.  

When she played for LSU from 1989 to 
1993, she earned All-American Honor-
able mentions for two years running (’91 
and ’92), noted The Alabama Player. But 
more than that, Stewart found the team 
experience life-changing.

“The best four years of my life was 
spent playing tennis in college,” she said. 

“When you grow up playing tennis, it’s 
such an individual sport and you’re out 
there on your own, you can’t be coached. 
You can’t talk to anybody. So as a junior, 
as a kid growing up, it was all about me 
and I was not a part of anything. 

“And so when I went to LSU, I was on 
a team and had eight other girls from 
all over the world, really, that were my 
teammates. I had two coaches and an 
unbelievable support staff from LSU. So 
it’s the first time I felt like I was a part of 
something. I played the best tennis of my 
life my sophomore year. As a team we 
were doing really, really well.”

That’s what it’s like now at Pell City, 
she said. 

“If you look at where we are right now 
as a program and the people, we’re a 
team. You can’t discount that because 
what we have here is not what you see 
everywhere when you see a tennis pro-
gram. We’re a team, we’re a family, and 
that’s the way I felt at LSU.”

Her Pell City story began after college, 
when she had returned home. 

“Basically I was going back to school to 
get my masters, and I was living at home 
with my mom and trying to decide what I 
was going to do. I was teaching part-time 
at the Anniston Country Club, looking 
around for opportunities, college tennis, 
coaching or doing what I’m doing now,” 
she said. 

She got the call to go to Pell City, where 
the president of the Logan Martin Tennis 
Association was offering free clinics to 
local kids. Stewart began teaching the 
kids, but then started getting requests to 
provide lessons for moms as well. Back 
then, Pell City only had two tennis courts, 
and she would teach lessons two-three 
days a week.

“I got to know people in the communi-
ty,” she said. “Got to, I guess you’d say, fall 
in love with Pell City.”

A “good nucleus” of supporters built 
around her lessons.

“I had a really good group of people 
to start this program and they helped 
me approach the city council and mayor 
about hiring me and investing in our pro-
gram. And that’s exactly what happened 
and from there it kind of snowballed.

“The city hired me, and they immedi-
ately built four more courts, so we’re at 
6 courts. It grew into something that was 
obviously a full-time job for me. But more 
than a full-time job, it was my heart, and 
here we are today.”

Now, after many years, she and her 
team, which includes her assistant Bron-
son Tucker and former student Clint 
Brewer, have maintained a team spirit 
around the program, she said.  “When it 
got to Pell City it took a while to build that. 
We have it now. It’s not going away.” She 
credits the mayor, the council, the city 
manager, and her boss as major support-
ers for the tennis program.

Stewart said that the LSU team expe-
rience that means so much to her now 
translated well to building a tennis family 
in Pell CIty. That is something she might 
not have had if her father hadn’t insisted 
that she go to college and get a degree 
instead of going pro straight out of high 
school as she really wanted to do.

Now, she’s glad she listened. 
“It’s something that I’m thankful for 

because this is my home now, this is my 
family now, and this is my team,” Stewart 
said. 

Rather than resting on her laurels, 
Stewart is looking forward to the future in 
the Pell City program. 

“Up until now, it’s been amazing with 
our program with Pell City in general,” she 
said. “We’ve got a lot going on right now. 
We’re really, really busy, so I’m excited 
about what we’re doing, with what we 
have to offer coming up. Our program is 
growing. It’s a very exciting time to be a 
part of our program.”

Tennis pro and hall-of-famer Sarah Stewart 
f inds family and an exciting future in Pell City

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
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Welcome to The 
Town ofTown of

M u nf o rd
GATEWAY TO THE TOP

115 Lions Rd.  |  Munford

CARTER HARDWARE
Over 100 Years Of Hometown Service

Hwy. 21,
Munford 256.358.4971

SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR:
•Propane Tanks Filled
•Painting •Plumbing
•Lawn & Garden
•And More

www.firstbankal.com

Mayor: JoAnn Fambrough
Town Clerk: Peggy Bussie
Police Chief: Je� Rutledge
Councilman: Tim Lipham
Councilman: Billy Wilson
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Cindy Pennington

Pd. Pol. Ad. by Cindy Pennington, Revenue Commissioner, 
4500 Griffitt Bend Road, Talladega, AL 35160

TALLADEGA COUNTY
REVENUE COMMISSIONER

Alone, we can
do so little; 
Together, we can
do so much.
                      HELEN KELLER

H. Allen Parnell, Jr. ~Agent
Ty Parnell ~Agent

Oxford, AL

256-831-8887

The Parnell
Insurance Agency

STEVE HURST

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Steve Hurst, 155 Quail Run Rd., Munford, AL 36268 

State Representative District 35

Standing Up For Values.
Fighting For Alabama Families

Since 1998.

PHOEBE 
PRESSON 

ESTABLISHED IN 1950
PORTER & PORTER COMPANY

JOE 
PORTER

DAYNA 
LAYFIELD

www.porterandportercompany.com

209 North St. W., Talladega

256-362-4194

Start Packing When You List with Porter

42889 AL Hwy. 21
Munford, AL 36268

(256) 358-0787
WE BUY ALL TYPES 
OF SCRAP METAL

RECYCLERS
MUNFORD

411 East St. N., Talladega

256-268-8995
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BY NICK PATTERSON
Special to The Daily Home

Although he’s become an idol 
to thousands, Tristen Gressett 
of Pell City hasn’t lost focus on 
what’s important.

And that’s why he was so 
excited -- even after a strong run 
toward the American Idol title in 
the most recent competition - to 
be back at home and reaching a 
goal many teens can relate to.

“Just had my last day at school 
yesterday,” he said, with a note of 
pride in his voice.

Gressett was looking forward 
to marching out with his class-
mates to get his diploma but also 
to performing for the hometown 
crowd later on. But that’s just the 
beginning. His next step? 

He’s going to Hollywood. 
Back to Hollywood, that is, where 
he’s hoping his career will take 
off. First, though, he’s got lots of 
performing closer to home. “Just 
getting ready for the Creekbank 
Festival coming up in a couple of 
hours,” he said.

Since making it to American 
Idol’s top 11 singers, Gressett has 
been busy building his profes-
sional career. 

“Soon as I came back, I did a 
show up in Huntsville with Paul 
McDonald. That was a lot of fun. 
Then I went down to the CEPA 
Building and got to do my own 
concert. That was a lot of fun. 
Huge turnout. That was a bless-
ing.”

So much of a blessing, in fact, 
that after that CEPA Theatre con-
cert May 7 in Pell City, Gressett 
thanked fans from Puerto RIco, 
Ohio, Georgia, Tennessee, and 
throughout the state of Alabama 
who “made my first concert 
unbelievably amazing.”

Comments on his Instagram 
account before that performance 
also show how much of a fol-
lowing he picked up during his 
time on the long-running singing 
competition.

“So happy for you! So, 400 
lucky people will get to watch 
you perform live,” wrote one. “As 
you can tell by the comments, 
everyone wants you to perform 
in states all over the country. My 

husband & I are your fans, & we 
live in southeast Texas.”

He’s been doing a lot of local 
shows and radio appearances. 
He’s ventured out of town to 
venues in Alexander City, for 
instance, opening for fellow 
former American Idol Taylor 
Hicks at JazzFest in June. He was 
expecting to play Muscle Shoals 
later that month, then to open 
for Jefferson Starship. There were 
even some Canadian gig possi-
bilities that hadn’t materialized 
by press time. But Gressett was 
game.

“It has been so amazing, just 
the outpour of love and support 
from everybody,” Gressett said. 
“Every time I go to the store or 
even the gas station it’s like, I’m 
taking pictures with people, and 
I’ve always kind of dreamed of 
that, ever since I was young. So it 
means a lot.”

Origin story
Gressett’s musical journey 

really started early. He was a 
Boy Scout (eventually an Eagle 
Scout), and he traces his desire to 
perform largely  to a Scout-relat-
ed trip.

“When I was younger, they’d 
have this thing at Graceland, Elvis 
Presley’s house. They would have 
Scout Day, so we would get in 
for like a discount price. So me 
and my mom, she would take me 
every year. And, oh, my gosh… 
I just remember looking at all 
the records and everything and 
just seeing everything that he’d 
accomplished in life and I wanted 
something like that so bad. More 
than anything. It really just put a 
spark to me to love music more 
than a hobby. Ever since I was 
little, it’s kind of been instilled in 
me, whether it be directly or sub-
consciously.”

Both he and his mom are 
“huge Elvis fans,” Gressett said. 
“We actually went like every years 
since I was really little until Covid 
hit.”

His mom is also a singer, and 
he inherited talent and a love of 
music from her. But the influenc-
es didn’t stop there, Gressett said. 

In the eighth grade he began 
doing musical theater. “My eighth 

grade music teacher, Ms. Nixon, 
she inspired me a whole, whole 
bunch to really … take it more 
seriously than I had been.”

His first instrument was the 
piano, which he took up during 
a period when he was listening a 
lot to Elton John. Next, Gressett 
learned how to dance like 
Michael Jackson by watching vid-
eos on YouTube. “I really got into 
Michael Jackson. I swear, when I 
listened to him, it was like the first 
time that I felt music,” he said. 
“That was one of the first times 
that I had it, like, move through 
me.”

Wanting to move while per-
forming - something he couldn’t 
do with the piano - led him to 
learn to play the guitar in the 
10th grade. Later, he picked up 
harmonica. At the time of the 
interview, he was learning to play 
the drums. Learning new instru-
ments is a thing with Gressett.

But in just a couple of months 
after he started playing guitar, “I 
started getting up on stage with 
some local musicians,” he said. 
“In about four months after I 
was playing guitar I had my own 
gigs. It was crazy… But you know, 
through those years I learned a 
lot about music. I picked up bass 
guitar, I learned how to solo… 
really hone in on my craft and 
everything to be able to learn.”

A big fan of legendary sing-
er-songwriter Bob Dylan, 

Gressett started writing music in 
earnest when he began playing 
guitar.

His lessons were in watching 
musicians play, and his class-
room was YouTube. “When my 
mama would go to work, I would 
just watch YouTube videos for 
hours and hours and hours, 
learning how to play different 
stuff. That was really the big part 
of it,” he said,

He gained experience play-
ing at local bars and restaurants 
before arriving at a turning point. 
“I did that for about three years. 
Then my mom was like, ‘You 
should audition for American 
Idol,’” Gressett said. “And that was 
where that roller coaster took off.”

He auditioned in Nashville for 
Idol, sometime around Sept. 2021 
and the filming for the show took 
place over about eight months, 
he said. Even before the audition, 
there were Zoom calls with Amer-
ican Idol staffers, and executive 
producers. “It’s a lot of work to get 
in front of the judges, but it’s a lot 
of fun. And once you get to Nash-
ville, the whole entire process 
takes place over a weekend.

“You wear the same outfit 
every day. By the time you get in 
front of the judges, you’re smell-
ing pretty ripe. You got a whole 
day of interviews, a whole day of 
go here and film here… B-roll of 
you walking down the side of the 
road or something. … There is so 

much that happens. They’ll turn,-
like, a 45 minute interview into 20 
seconds,” he said.

“They’re constantly develop-
ing you as an artist. Vocal coaches 
and you’re always doing inter-
views. You’re always doing B-roll. 
But it’s always fun,” he said. “It’s 
such an awesome experience.”

The Idol process “let me and 
my mom experience things we 
would have never experience, 
going to Hawaii, going to Holly-
wood,” he said. “That was just a 
blessing.”

“It’s so amazing getting to per-
form in front of all those amazing 
people. And it’s nerve-wrack-
ing. I mean it’s terrifying - those 
moments before you’re about to 
go up. You’re walking up on stage 
and everybody’s getting set and 
ready for your song… and then it’s 
like, live on national television. 
Everybody’s watching you.”

Gressett said his poise on stage 
comes from what he gets from 
the fans. “I feed off the audience. 
When I’m standing up there, 
looking at everybody’s faces. It 
kind of washes the nerves away. 
You focus on giving them a good 
show and making them smile.”

Next chapter
Getting eliminated from Idol 

was not a heartbreak, Gressett 
said. Just the opposite. “At that 
point, it was like, where’s my next 
step? Because the show is a com-
pletely separate world from the 
music industry,” he said. 

“I think I was really excited 
after I got eliminated because, 
I know that sounds strange, but 
that was the point to where I 
was set free and now I’m able to 
go and make my moves in the 
industry, you know what I mean, 
and start getting in with people 
and start putting out my original 
music and start putting out these 
songs I want people to hear.”

This summer, Gressett said, he 
heads back to the place a Golden 
Ticket took him already, this time 
to take his music career to new 
heights. “In August, I’ll be moving 
out to Los Angeles. So I’m really 
excited for that.”

But first, he’s got to make a lot 
of hometown fans smile.

Tristen Gressett: Hometown boy makes 
Idol but remembers how he got there

Bob Crisp/Daily Home
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DR. ROBERT
RUSSELL

DR. JAMES
BOWMAN

No representation is made about the quality of podiatry services to be performed or the expertise of the podiatrists performing such services.

9 South Western Ave., Sylacauga • 256-249-2212 
1101 18th St. So., Birmingham • 205-933-9595

www.podiatryassocpc.com

PODIATRY ASSOCIATES, P.C.

TREATING MAJOR & MINOR 
FOOT PROBLEMS

•Wound Care  •Plantar Fasciitis  
•Diabetic Foot Care 

•Fractures & Sprains  •Heel Pain  
•Sports-Related Injuries •Ingrown Toenails  

•Corns, Calluses, Plantar Warts 
•Bunions •Hammertoes

Wound care for foot ulcers is one of the services provided 
by our doctors and staff members. And It has always been 
a joy to celebrate final wound closure with hundreds of 
our patients.We use traditional proven methods, as well 
as the most up-to-date treatments for helping you or your 
family members’ wounds to heal. We focus on treatment of 
infection, cleaning wounds, and providing pressure relief to 
promote healing.
After wound closure, we have a comprehensive plan, with 
periodic visits to help prevent future occurrences. 

W e are trul y b l es s ed  to b e h ere, and  us e our gif ts  
to h el p and  s erve area patients . 

Cal l  us . W e l ook  f orw ard  to h earing f rom you.

Do You Have A Foot Wound That Needs Care?

36 Years Serving The Sylacauga Area!

Here to Help 
Life Go Right
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GRIZZARD
LIVING AIDS

Improving Lives Through 
Better Mobility

256.237.2006
1227 Noble St., Anniston | GLAlifts.com
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Since 1993

Your Hometown Drugstore
With 3 Locations To Serve You

Ca
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ng

• Convenient • Comm
itted

To Providing You
With Quality Service

Ashville
Drugs

35767 US Hwy 231
Ashville

205-594-7088

Mainstreet
Drugs

2319 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City

205-338-4903

Odenville
Drugs

140 Council Dr. (next to
Piggly Wiggly) Odenville

205-629-6303
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BY FAITH DORN 
Special to The Daily Home

This year, Ashville cele-
brates its bicentennial. 

City Councilmember 
Sue Price, a descendant of 
the founders of Ashville in 
St. Clair County, is grateful 
that people have come 
together to form a won-
derful committee of com-
munity-minded people to 
make a bicentennial cele-
bration happen. She says 
that co-chair Becky Staples 
is a great person to work 
with on this project. 

“200 years is a big mile-
stone. Our county just 
turned 200 in 2018,” said 
Price, who wanted to join 
the city council to help 
improve downtown Ash-
ville, work on economic 
development and preserve 
city history for future gen-
erations. 

“Ashville is a small city. 
We are very neighborly and 
family-oriented. Every-
body knows everybody. 
We have great schools. All 
of the communities on the 
outskirts of Ashville are 
involved with community 
activities,” Price explained, 
“I love Ashville, and I 
think we have done a lot to 
improve it for everybody 
who lives here. We have 
tried to get a lot of commu-
nity festivals going, and the 
mayor has been so great 
about helping make them 
happen.” 

The actual date of 
Ashville’s incorporation 
is November 28, but the 
committee decided to cel-
ebrate earlier in the month 
because of the holidays. 

Ashville will host multi-
ple events all week begin-
ning Monday, October 
31, with “Sweets on the 
Square,” where local busi-
nesses will hand out candy 
to children. 

Thursday, November 3, 
will feature an awards cere-
mony for the winners of the 
coloring contest for young 
children, poster contest for 
older children and essay 
contest for high school 
students. A high school boy 
and high school girl will 
be named “Mr. and Miss 
Bicentennial” and receive 
scholarship money. 

“We are excited to 
involve the children and 

teach them the history of 
Ashville,” said Price. 

The event on Saturday, 
November 5, will begin 
with the opening ceremony 
at 10 a.m. at the courthouse 
featuring a welcome from 
Mayor Derrick Mostella, 
an invocation, singing, a 
cannon firing by a reenact-
ment group and more. The 
Ashville High School Band 
will also perform. Follow-
ing the opening ceremony, 
there will be food trucks, 
vendors, living history on 

Museum Avenue and a 
parade featuring Mr. and 
Miss Bicentennial and a 
grand marshal with a fam-
ily connection to Ashville, 
James Spann. 

“James Spann’s grand-
father was Curtis Adkins 
Sr., Probate Judge in 
Ashville. James Spann’s 
mother taught school here 
when my children went to 
school. We are very bless-
ed he will be our grand 
marshal. Ashville has a lot 
of prominent people who 

were raised here,” Price 
said. 

Two of those prominent 
people are Rufus Cobb, 
Governor of Alabama 
1878-1882, and Oran Milo 
Roberts, Governor of Texas 
1879-1883. 

“Ashville’s legacy is our 
citizens and our commu-
nity’s commitment to the 
service of our county, state 
and country,” said Price. 

Price says a lot of 
descendants of the town 
founders will be in atten-
dance, with some giving a 
tour of the St. Clair County 
Courthouse. 

“Ashville’s courthouse 
is the oldest still in use in 
the state of Alabama and 
the center of our city,” Price 
said. 

For more information, 
like Ashville 200 on Face-
book. The page provides an 
email address if you would 
like to contact the commit-
tee. 

Ashville prepares for its bicentennial celebration

Photos by Tucker Webb and Bob Crisp/Daily Home
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Over 160 Years
The Daily Home

Talladega (256) 362-1000
Pell City (205) 884-3400

dailyhome.com

101-159 Years

Alabama Bag
PO Box 576, Talladega

(256) 362-4921

Thornton, Carpenter, 
O’Brien, Lawrence,

Sims & Kulovitz
212 North St. W

Talladega
(256) 362-0081

Kilgroe Funeral Home
2219 2nd Ave N

Pell City, Al
(205) 338-3341

Since 1908

Union State Bank
PO Box 647

Pell City
(205) 884-1520

Since 1903

Rose’s Shoes & Boots
1715-2nd Ave E.

Oneonta, Al  35121
205-853-8635

91-100 Years

Craddock Health Center
209 W Spring St.

Ste #200, Sylacauga
(256) 249-1100

Valley Bank
Pell City Branch

1930 Martin St. So.
Pell City

(205) 338-3500
William P. Bullard

Retail Market Manager
Assistant Vice President 

The Ark
13030 US 78
Riverside, Al

(205) 338-7420

81-90 Years

Coosa Valley Electric 
Cooperative

69220 AL Hwy 77
Talladega

(256) 362-4180

Miller Lumber Company
308 E Ft. Williams St.

PO Box 134
Sylacauga

(256) 245-6081
Fax (256) 245-8641

71-80 Years
Eugene L. Evans, Mfg. Co. 
401 So. Noble St. Anniston, 

(256) 237-5821
awningsbyevans.com

Shocco Springs Baptist 
Conference Center

1314 Shocco Springs Rd.
Talladega (256) 761-1100

shocco.org

Terry’s Metropolitan 
Mortuary

1702 W Battle St.
Talladega

(256) 362-2421

Gri�n’s Jewelers
Talladega • Pell City
Gri�nsjewelers.com

Haynes Sewing 
Machine Co.

1008 Gurnee Ave.
Anniston (256) 236-2021

Porter & Porter Company
Talladega

(256) 362-4194
Porterandportercompany.com

Pell City Flower Shop
36 Comer Ave

Pell City (205) 338-2226

Leeds Area Chamber of 
Commerce

7901 Parkway Dr
PO Box 900

Leeds, (205) 699-5001
Like Us On Facebook

Win South Credit Union
2950 Cogswell Ave

Pell City (205) 338-7623
2460 Moody Pkwy

(205)702-6565

Sims/Strickland Funeral
Service

431 W Battle St., Talladega
(256)362-9095

Crawford-Skinner 
Agency, Inc.

“Quality Service Since 1944”
6412 Main St.

Springville
(205) 467-6777

HRH Metals, Inc.   
905 Marketta Spur Rd.

Moody
(205) 640-5500

61-70 Years
Fairmont Realty

208 N Broadway Avenue
Sylacauga (256) 249-8574

Clyde’s Florist
519 North Street East

Talladega (256) 362-3393

Ragland Telephone    
630 Main St.
PO Box 577

Ragland (205)472-2141
www.ragland.net

Pell City Heating & 
Cooling

331 Cogswell Ave
Pell City(205)338-2820

www.pellcityheatingandcooling.com

American Legion 
Post #107

8299 Railroad Ave.
Leeds

(205)699-2695

Murray’s Garage    
1600 9th St.

Leeds (205)699-6651
www.murraysgarage.net   

Atkinson Real Estate
535 Broadway Avenue N

(256) 245-6782
   

Southern Alloy 
Corporation

President
Billy T. Bobbitt

36280 US Hwy 280
P.O. Box 1168

Sylacauga, AL  35150
(256) 245-5237

Career Opportunities
dturner@southernalloy.com

www.southernalloy.com

Merle Norman – Moody      
2529 Moody Pkwy, Moody, 

Al  35004
205-640-1028

51-60 Years

Storey’s Tax Service
111 Court St. N

Talladega (256) 362-5571
Facebook@Storestaxservice

Sylacauga Marine & ATV
2670 Old Birmingham Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 245-8920

Owners:
Lee Holmes
Ray Holmes

Robb Peoples

51-60 Years
Jean’s Flowers

Flowers for Every Occasion
2606 Moody Blvd.

Moody
(205) 640-5451

jeans�owersmoody@gmail.com
jeans�owersonline.com

Michaels Mens Wear
127 Court Square West

(256) 362-2631

 Johnny J. Smith & Son’s 
Construction Co.         
2623 Martin St. S.

Pell City 
(205) 338-2050

www.jjsandsonconstruction.com

 Patterson Pharmacy  
7513 Parkway Dr.

Leeds
(205) 699-5113

41-50 Years

Taylor Rental
206 Tinney St. S

Talladega
(256) 362-2433

Talladega Funeral Home
Hwy 77

Talladega
(256) 362-0111

State Farm Insurance
Sheila Curtis, Agent

420 West Ft Williams St.
Sylacauga

(256) 249-8188
sheila.curtis.jrm9@statefarm.com

Community Funeral 
Home

511 Edgewood Dr.
Sylacauga

(256) 245-5701
www.communityfuneralhome.org

Midway Auto Parts
47815 Hwy 78 E, Lincoln

(205) 763-7756

First House Chinese 
Restaurant

107 Johnson Ave.
Talladega

(256) 362-0505
Since 1979

SafeGuard Corporation
Est. 1978

39610 Hwy 280
Sylacauga

(256) 207-2101
Fax (256) 207-2102

Owners:
Jamie Carpenter
Matt Carpenter
Angie Hughes

Sheila Hatchett

41-50 Years

Alabama Brick   
1606 Martin St. So.

Pell City
(205) 338-9590

Pell City Chamber of 
Commerce

1000 Bruce Etheredge Pkwy
Ste 105
Pell City

(205) 338-3377

University Marine
 (At Pine Harbor)

2120 Fraim Dr.
Pell City

(205) 884-2628
www.pineharbormarina.com

Trammel, Harper & 
Williams, Inc. 

1607 S. Martin St, Ste. 4
Pell City, Al

(205) 884-3444
www.thwinc.com

lphillips@thwinc.com

SWEN, The Printers
214 W 1st St.

Sylacauga
(256) 245-3236

info@swenprint.com

31-40 Years

Broiler Room
12089 Stemley Rd.

Lincoln (205) 763-3036
Open 24/7 and We

Welcome Call in Orders!

Reliable Transmission
129 Broom St.

Talladega (256) 761-1220

Clark’s Insurance
106 S Court Square

Talladega (256) 362-3548

Piggly Wiggly
320 W Battle St.

Talladega (256) 362-7949
125 Bear Parkway

Lincoln
(205) 763-7112

Sylacauga Pediatrics 
Clinic

115 W Clay St
Sylacauga

(256) 245-3267
Summit Pediatrics 

Clinic
134 Foothills Parkway

Chelsea, AL 35043

31-40 Years

Tallatron
35960 Hwy 21

Talladega
(256) 761-1228
License No. 187

Talladega Auto Parts
217 Battle St. E

Talladega (256) 362-1770

Hair Impressions
212 East St. N

Talladega (256) 362-7777
Owner/Stylist:

Bobby Williamson

Kell Realty
17 Court St. West

Ashville (205) 594-5391
www.kellrealty.com

Caran Wilbanks
2319 Cogswell Ave

Ste. 101
Pell City

(205) 338-7320
caranw@era-king.com

Blair & Parsons 
1711 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 884-3440

Ford Meter Box Co. Inc.
815 Miles Pkwy

Pell City (205) 884-4480
www.fordmeterbox.com

Cropwell Small Animal 
Hospital   

2308 Mays Dr
Pell City

(205) 338-3556

Metro Bank
800 Martin St. So.

Pell City (205) 884-2265

Royal Foods Inc.
1904 16th Ave. So.

Pell City
(205) 884-1040

Logan Martin Vet Clinic    
1220 Martin St. S

Pell City
(205) 884-3412

  21-30 Years

Head Chiropractic
1013 W Fort Williams St.

Sylacauga
(256) 245-2258

21-30 Years
Grizzard Living Aids

1227 Noble St.
Anniston, AL 36201

(256) 237-2006
Owner: Terry Grizzard

Lincoln Pharmacy
99 Magnolia St.

Lincoln
(205) 763-7759

Piggly Wiggly
1070 1st St. NW

Childersburg (256) 378-5795
1244 Talladega Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 249-4836
1351 W Ft. Williams St.

Sylacauga (256) 249-8989

C&R Feed & Supply
 22735 US 231, 

Ragland, Al  35131
205-338-4342

OMYA Alabama Inc.
2071 Sylacauga-
Fayetteville Hwy

Sylacauga
(256)208-4100

Radney-Smith Funeral
Home

320 North Elm Ave.
(256) 245-1616

Payne Science Pest
Management Company

106 Stonegate Circle
Lincoln

(256) 362-2800
Owner: Kyle Payne

Celebrations
3005 Martin St. S

Pell City (205) 884-8632
    

Oak Circle Assisted Living 
605 15th St. N

Pell City (205) 884-4663
www.oakcircleassistedliving.com

Express Shipping
1910 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City
(205) 338-2824

Sarah Brazzolotto, LLC
Attorney at Law 

1908 Cogswell Ave
Pell City

(205) 884-7726

Bain & Co. CPA
1609 Cogswell Ave 

Pell City
(205)884-2332

21-30 Years
Guadalajara Mexican 

Restaurant
Hwy 231 S. Towne Park Plaza

Ste 10
Pell City

(205)884-2195

Bonnie Voss
Exit Legacy Realty

Leeds, Al
 (205) 613-2229
Associate Broker 

CRS ABR CSP
 bonniesellshomes@gmail.com

Oakridge Outdoor Power 
Equipment Inc.
14303 Hwy 411

Odenville
(205) 629-2270

www.oakridgepowerequipal.com

Robinson Law Firm
1609 Cogswell Ave

Pell City (205) 884-5133
www.rl�aw.net

Wood Appraisal Services   
1704 Cogswell Ave

Pell City
(205) 884-1608

J & K Tires & Service, LLC  
1667 Wood St

Steele
(256) 570-0777

www.jandktire.com
jandktires@gmail.com

Mary’s Mini Warehouses   
2404 Forrest Ln.

Pell City
(205) 884-4061

marysminiwarehouse.com

H & R Motors
26 Murphrees Valley Rd.

Springville  
(205) 467-3192

SAFE Family Services 
Center 

78 Betsy Ross Lane
PO Box 1122

Sylacauga, AL 35150
Serving Sylacauga and the 
surrounding communities 

for 25 years! 
www.safefamilyservicescenter.com

Facebook – safesylacauga
Instagram - @safefamilyservicessylacauga

Teresa Carden
Mortgage Specialist

@ Lake Home Loans with 
Classic Home Mortgage

(205)405-0603
Teresa@fundinghomedreams.com

NMLS#201456

16-20 Years

Coosa Valley Respiratory 

& Home Medical

201 West Fort Williams St., 

Ste. 28

Sylacauga

(256)245-1411

Tradesman Co.

3620 Martin St.

Cropwell (205)338-7500

tradesmancompany@gmail.com

Shawn Story, Realtor

Fields & Gossett Realty

508 Martin St. So.

Pell City (205) 473-6206

Shawnstory3@gmail.com

Food Barn

43 Providence Rd

Ragland

(205) 472-2178

Like Us on Facebook

Moody Realty

Paula Kra�t, Realtor

(205) 365-9612

(205) 640-7671

www.moodyrealtyal.com

paula@moodyrealtyal.com

Sew Nice Embroidery 

& Gifts   

70- 6th Ave

Ashville

(205) 594-5461

Like us on Facebook

Joiner Plumbing Services

2030 Old Coal City Rd

Pell City

(205) 814-4504

Southland Golf Cart 

2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd.

Vincent

(205)525-0131

www.southlandgolfcarts.com

ServPro of St Clair County

Shirley Kujan

2918 Stemley Bridge Rd.

Pell City, Al

 (205)362-7431

skujan@servpro9264.com

Like Us On Facebook

11-15 Years

Express Pharmacy
320 W Battle St.

(Inside Piggly Wiggly)
Talladega

(256) 362-1120

Autumn Trace 
Apartments

1400 Autumn Ln
Sylacauga

(256)249-2126

Leaps Academy Inc
Day School and Therapy 

Center
2806 John Haynes Dr.

Pell City
(205)884-7621

leapsacademyinc@outlook.com

Classic Car Wash
602 Martin St. S.

Pell City
(205)338-1322

www.ClassicCarWash-PellCity.com
Visit Us Online for Web 

Specials

Aardwolf Termite & Pest 
Control

290 Lock 4 Rd.
Riverside 

(205) 338-6615
www.aardwolfpest@att.net

Like Us On Facebook

Tina Stallings
Realtor

Fields/Gossett Realty
508 Martin St So.

Pell City
(205) 337-8509

tinastallings212@msn.com

Lakeside Boathouse
3440 Martin St. So

Suite 16
Cropwell

(205) 473-5750
www.facebook.com/boathouses
lakesideboathouse@gmail.com

Ann’s New Life Center for 
Women LLC  

3440 Martin St. S.
Ste. 1

Cropwell
(205) 338-4580

annesnewlifecenter@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook

11-15 Years

El Cazador Mexican Grill  
1901 Cogswell Ave

Pell City (205) 338-7585

A Kut Above Detail Shop
2105 Martin St. So.

Pell City
(205) 814-1911

Town & Country Ford  
I-20 exit 158 Hwy 231

Pell City
(205) 338-9463

www.pellcityford.com

Angler Recycling
15226 Hwy 411

Odenville
(205)629-2200

www.anglerrecycling.com

Salon 4 You
3315 Dr. John Haynes Dr.

Pell City
(205)299-6515

Ladonna Phillips
Hairstylist/Owner

6-10 Years

Pell City Internal & 
Family Medicine
41 Eminence Way

Pell City
(205) 884-9000

www.pcifm.com

Diesel Monkey Inc.
Trussville

(205) 801-9266

Rodney’s Marine Center 
LLC   

6046 Martin St. S.
Cropwell

(205) 525-1500
rodneysmarinecenter@

gmail.com
Like us on Facebook

Jazz M’ Up  
1607 Martin St. S 

Ste 1
Pell City (205)884-7387

doggroomer@petlover.com
Like Us on Facebook

Daylight Donuts
705 Martin St. N., Ste. 2

Pell City
(205) 338-8700

Facebook.com/daylight.pellcity

6-10 Years

Wanda’s Silk Flowers
3508 Cogswell Ave

Pell City
(205) 913-1942

Like Us on Facebook

Superior Septic Sewer & 
Septic LLC

Pell City (205)338-3840
alabamasuperior.com

Alabamasuperior@yahoo.
com

Renay Bertella, Esquire
The Bertella Law Firm, 

P.C.
1906 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City, AL
(205) 525-0150

www.bertellalaw�rm.com                      

Two Sisters
Homestyle Café

77 7th Ave
Ashville  (205) 594-5777

1-5 Years

Amanda Parsons
Realtor, Buyers Agent

Lake Homes Realty
Pell City

(205) 368-6184
Amanda.parsons.realtor@

gmail.com

Dawn Williams
Realtor

Remax Hometown 
Properties

30 Comer Ave, Pell City
(205) 747-5218

dawn@hometownproperties.com

Springville Small Engine
7885 Hwy 11 North

Springville
(205) 467-0373

Like Us on Facebook

Lakeside Grill
1095 Coosa Island Rd

Cropwell
(205) 362-1987

www.facebook.com/
lakesidegrillloganmartin

lakesidegrillatcoosaisland@gmail.com

Laurie Brasher, Realtor
Fields & Gossett Realty

508 Martin St. S
Pell City

© (205) 365-3639 
laurie.brasher@gmail.com 

1-5 Years
Lakeshore Nutrition

Smoothie & Juice Bar
1605 Martin St. So

Pell City (205) 362-5651
Like Us On Facebook

Oishi Asian Restaurant
4852 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City
(205) 338-7775

www.oishiasian.com

Morgan Munn
Realtor

ERA King Real Estate
2319 Cogswell Ave., 

Suite 101
Pell City

(256) 223-0838
morganm@eraking.com

morganmunnrealestate.com

Ace Hardware
2640 Martin St. So.

Pell City, AL  
(205) 813-0011

Like Us on Facebook

Jumbo’s
Burgers, Wings, & More

385 Old Coal City Rd
Pell City

(659) 658-6262
jumbospellcity.com

Quick Lane Tire & Auto 
Center

At Town & Country Ford
1103 Martin St. No.

Pell City
(205) 525-4777

www.quicklane.com

R & D Heating & Air
1002 1st Place S

Pell City (205) 999-5877
AL#20001

Tracy Sargent
Realtor

ERA King Real Estate
2319 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City
(205) 567-9977

TracyS@eraking.com

Johnson’s Auto Repair
(256) 368-3516

503 E St. N
Talladega
Owners

Bradley and Samantha 
Johnson

Open since June 2020
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BUSINESSES from decades past to decades to come.
Each year brings new opportunities for continuing growth and 

progress. These businesses in The Daily Home coverage area have 
shaped our communities' future. Read about them here.
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Over 160 Years
The Daily Home

Talladega (256) 362-1000
Pell City (205) 884-3400

dailyhome.com

101-159 Years

Alabama Bag
PO Box 576, Talladega

(256) 362-4921

Thornton, Carpenter, 
O’Brien, Lawrence,

Sims & Kulovitz
212 North St. W

Talladega
(256) 362-0081

Kilgroe Funeral Home
2219 2nd Ave N

Pell City, Al
(205) 338-3341

Since 1908

Union State Bank
PO Box 647

Pell City
(205) 884-1520

Since 1903

Rose’s Shoes & Boots
1715-2nd Ave E.

Oneonta, Al  35121
205-853-8635

91-100 Years

Craddock Health Center
209 W Spring St.

Ste #200, Sylacauga
(256) 249-1100

Valley Bank
Pell City Branch

1930 Martin St. So.
Pell City

(205) 338-3500
William P. Bullard

Retail Market Manager
Assistant Vice President 

The Ark
13030 US 78
Riverside, Al

(205) 338-7420

81-90 Years

Coosa Valley Electric 
Cooperative

69220 AL Hwy 77
Talladega

(256) 362-4180

Miller Lumber Company
308 E Ft. Williams St.

PO Box 134
Sylacauga

(256) 245-6081
Fax (256) 245-8641

71-80 Years
Eugene L. Evans, Mfg. Co. 
401 So. Noble St. Anniston, 

(256) 237-5821
awningsbyevans.com

Shocco Springs Baptist 
Conference Center

1314 Shocco Springs Rd.
Talladega (256) 761-1100

shocco.org

Terry’s Metropolitan 
Mortuary

1702 W Battle St.
Talladega

(256) 362-2421

Gri�n’s Jewelers
Talladega • Pell City
Gri�nsjewelers.com

Haynes Sewing 
Machine Co.

1008 Gurnee Ave.
Anniston (256) 236-2021

Porter & Porter Company
Talladega

(256) 362-4194
Porterandportercompany.com

Pell City Flower Shop
36 Comer Ave

Pell City (205) 338-2226

Leeds Area Chamber of 
Commerce

7901 Parkway Dr
PO Box 900

Leeds, (205) 699-5001
Like Us On Facebook

Win South Credit Union
2950 Cogswell Ave

Pell City (205) 338-7623
2460 Moody Pkwy

(205)702-6565

Sims/Strickland Funeral
Service

431 W Battle St., Talladega
(256)362-9095

Crawford-Skinner 
Agency, Inc.

“Quality Service Since 1944”
6412 Main St.

Springville
(205) 467-6777

HRH Metals, Inc.   
905 Marketta Spur Rd.

Moody
(205) 640-5500

61-70 Years
Fairmont Realty

208 N Broadway Avenue
Sylacauga (256) 249-8574

Clyde’s Florist
519 North Street East

Talladega (256) 362-3393

Ragland Telephone    
630 Main St.
PO Box 577

Ragland (205)472-2141
www.ragland.net

Pell City Heating & 
Cooling

331 Cogswell Ave
Pell City(205)338-2820

www.pellcityheatingandcooling.com

American Legion 
Post #107

8299 Railroad Ave.
Leeds

(205)699-2695

Murray’s Garage    
1600 9th St.

Leeds (205)699-6651
www.murraysgarage.net   

Atkinson Real Estate
535 Broadway Avenue N

(256) 245-6782
   

Southern Alloy 
Corporation

President
Billy T. Bobbitt

36280 US Hwy 280
P.O. Box 1168

Sylacauga, AL  35150
(256) 245-5237

Career Opportunities
dturner@southernalloy.com

www.southernalloy.com

Merle Norman – Moody      
2529 Moody Pkwy, Moody, 

Al  35004
205-640-1028

51-60 Years

Storey’s Tax Service
111 Court St. N

Talladega (256) 362-5571
Facebook@Storestaxservice

Sylacauga Marine & ATV
2670 Old Birmingham Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 245-8920

Owners:
Lee Holmes
Ray Holmes

Robb Peoples

51-60 Years
Jean’s Flowers

Flowers for Every Occasion
2606 Moody Blvd.

Moody
(205) 640-5451

jeans�owersmoody@gmail.com
jeans�owersonline.com

Michaels Mens Wear
127 Court Square West

(256) 362-2631

 Johnny J. Smith & Son’s 
Construction Co.         
2623 Martin St. S.

Pell City 
(205) 338-2050

www.jjsandsonconstruction.com

 Patterson Pharmacy  
7513 Parkway Dr.

Leeds
(205) 699-5113

41-50 Years

Taylor Rental
206 Tinney St. S

Talladega
(256) 362-2433

Talladega Funeral Home
Hwy 77

Talladega
(256) 362-0111

State Farm Insurance
Sheila Curtis, Agent

420 West Ft Williams St.
Sylacauga

(256) 249-8188
sheila.curtis.jrm9@statefarm.com

Community Funeral 
Home

511 Edgewood Dr.
Sylacauga

(256) 245-5701
www.communityfuneralhome.org

Midway Auto Parts
47815 Hwy 78 E, Lincoln

(205) 763-7756

First House Chinese 
Restaurant

107 Johnson Ave.
Talladega

(256) 362-0505
Since 1979

SafeGuard Corporation
Est. 1978

39610 Hwy 280
Sylacauga

(256) 207-2101
Fax (256) 207-2102

Owners:
Jamie Carpenter
Matt Carpenter
Angie Hughes

Sheila Hatchett

41-50 Years

Alabama Brick   
1606 Martin St. So.

Pell City
(205) 338-9590

Pell City Chamber of 
Commerce

1000 Bruce Etheredge Pkwy
Ste 105
Pell City

(205) 338-3377

University Marine
 (At Pine Harbor)

2120 Fraim Dr.
Pell City

(205) 884-2628
www.pineharbormarina.com

Trammel, Harper & 
Williams, Inc. 

1607 S. Martin St, Ste. 4
Pell City, Al

(205) 884-3444
www.thwinc.com

lphillips@thwinc.com

SWEN, The Printers
214 W 1st St.

Sylacauga
(256) 245-3236

info@swenprint.com

31-40 Years

Broiler Room
12089 Stemley Rd.

Lincoln (205) 763-3036
Open 24/7 and We

Welcome Call in Orders!

Reliable Transmission
129 Broom St.

Talladega (256) 761-1220

Clark’s Insurance
106 S Court Square

Talladega (256) 362-3548

Piggly Wiggly
320 W Battle St.

Talladega (256) 362-7949
125 Bear Parkway

Lincoln
(205) 763-7112

Sylacauga Pediatrics 
Clinic

115 W Clay St
Sylacauga

(256) 245-3267
Summit Pediatrics 

Clinic
134 Foothills Parkway

Chelsea, AL 35043

31-40 Years

Tallatron
35960 Hwy 21

Talladega
(256) 761-1228
License No. 187

Talladega Auto Parts
217 Battle St. E

Talladega (256) 362-1770

Hair Impressions
212 East St. N

Talladega (256) 362-7777
Owner/Stylist:

Bobby Williamson

Kell Realty
17 Court St. West

Ashville (205) 594-5391
www.kellrealty.com

Caran Wilbanks
2319 Cogswell Ave

Ste. 101
Pell City

(205) 338-7320
caranw@era-king.com

Blair & Parsons 
1711 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 884-3440

Ford Meter Box Co. Inc.
815 Miles Pkwy

Pell City (205) 884-4480
www.fordmeterbox.com

Cropwell Small Animal 
Hospital   

2308 Mays Dr
Pell City

(205) 338-3556

Metro Bank
800 Martin St. So.

Pell City (205) 884-2265

Royal Foods Inc.
1904 16th Ave. So.

Pell City
(205) 884-1040

Logan Martin Vet Clinic    
1220 Martin St. S

Pell City
(205) 884-3412

  21-30 Years

Head Chiropractic
1013 W Fort Williams St.

Sylacauga
(256) 245-2258

21-30 Years
Grizzard Living Aids

1227 Noble St.
Anniston, AL 36201

(256) 237-2006
Owner: Terry Grizzard

Lincoln Pharmacy
99 Magnolia St.

Lincoln
(205) 763-7759

Piggly Wiggly
1070 1st St. NW

Childersburg (256) 378-5795
1244 Talladega Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 249-4836
1351 W Ft. Williams St.

Sylacauga (256) 249-8989

C&R Feed & Supply
 22735 US 231, 

Ragland, Al  35131
205-338-4342

OMYA Alabama Inc.
2071 Sylacauga-
Fayetteville Hwy

Sylacauga
(256)208-4100

Radney-Smith Funeral
Home

320 North Elm Ave.
(256) 245-1616

Payne Science Pest
Management Company

106 Stonegate Circle
Lincoln

(256) 362-2800
Owner: Kyle Payne

Celebrations
3005 Martin St. S

Pell City (205) 884-8632
    

Oak Circle Assisted Living 
605 15th St. N

Pell City (205) 884-4663
www.oakcircleassistedliving.com

Express Shipping
1910 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City
(205) 338-2824

Sarah Brazzolotto, LLC
Attorney at Law 

1908 Cogswell Ave
Pell City

(205) 884-7726

Bain & Co. CPA
1609 Cogswell Ave 

Pell City
(205)884-2332

21-30 Years
Guadalajara Mexican 

Restaurant
Hwy 231 S. Towne Park Plaza

Ste 10
Pell City

(205)884-2195

Bonnie Voss
Exit Legacy Realty

Leeds, Al
 (205) 613-2229
Associate Broker 

CRS ABR CSP
 bonniesellshomes@gmail.com

Oakridge Outdoor Power 
Equipment Inc.
14303 Hwy 411

Odenville
(205) 629-2270

www.oakridgepowerequipal.com

Robinson Law Firm
1609 Cogswell Ave

Pell City (205) 884-5133
www.rl�aw.net

Wood Appraisal Services   
1704 Cogswell Ave

Pell City
(205) 884-1608

J & K Tires & Service, LLC  
1667 Wood St

Steele
(256) 570-0777

www.jandktire.com
jandktires@gmail.com

Mary’s Mini Warehouses   
2404 Forrest Ln.

Pell City
(205) 884-4061

marysminiwarehouse.com

H & R Motors
26 Murphrees Valley Rd.

Springville  
(205) 467-3192

SAFE Family Services 
Center 

78 Betsy Ross Lane
PO Box 1122

Sylacauga, AL 35150
Serving Sylacauga and the 
surrounding communities 

for 25 years! 
www.safefamilyservicescenter.com

Facebook – safesylacauga
Instagram - @safefamilyservicessylacauga

Teresa Carden
Mortgage Specialist

@ Lake Home Loans with 
Classic Home Mortgage

(205)405-0603
Teresa@fundinghomedreams.com

NMLS#201456

16-20 Years

Coosa Valley Respiratory 

& Home Medical

201 West Fort Williams St., 

Ste. 28

Sylacauga

(256)245-1411

Tradesman Co.

3620 Martin St.

Cropwell (205)338-7500

tradesmancompany@gmail.com

Shawn Story, Realtor

Fields & Gossett Realty

508 Martin St. So.

Pell City (205) 473-6206

Shawnstory3@gmail.com

Food Barn

43 Providence Rd

Ragland

(205) 472-2178

Like Us on Facebook

Moody Realty

Paula Kra�t, Realtor

(205) 365-9612

(205) 640-7671

www.moodyrealtyal.com

paula@moodyrealtyal.com

Sew Nice Embroidery 

& Gifts   

70- 6th Ave

Ashville

(205) 594-5461

Like us on Facebook

Joiner Plumbing Services

2030 Old Coal City Rd

Pell City

(205) 814-4504

Southland Golf Cart 

2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd.

Vincent

(205)525-0131

www.southlandgolfcarts.com

ServPro of St Clair County

Shirley Kujan

2918 Stemley Bridge Rd.

Pell City, Al

 (205)362-7431

skujan@servpro9264.com

Like Us On Facebook

11-15 Years

Express Pharmacy
320 W Battle St.

(Inside Piggly Wiggly)
Talladega

(256) 362-1120

Autumn Trace 
Apartments

1400 Autumn Ln
Sylacauga

(256)249-2126

Leaps Academy Inc
Day School and Therapy 

Center
2806 John Haynes Dr.

Pell City
(205)884-7621

leapsacademyinc@outlook.com

Classic Car Wash
602 Martin St. S.

Pell City
(205)338-1322

www.ClassicCarWash-PellCity.com
Visit Us Online for Web 

Specials

Aardwolf Termite & Pest 
Control

290 Lock 4 Rd.
Riverside 

(205) 338-6615
www.aardwolfpest@att.net

Like Us On Facebook

Tina Stallings
Realtor

Fields/Gossett Realty
508 Martin St So.

Pell City
(205) 337-8509

tinastallings212@msn.com

Lakeside Boathouse
3440 Martin St. So

Suite 16
Cropwell

(205) 473-5750
www.facebook.com/boathouses
lakesideboathouse@gmail.com

Ann’s New Life Center for 
Women LLC  

3440 Martin St. S.
Ste. 1

Cropwell
(205) 338-4580

annesnewlifecenter@gmail.com
Like Us on Facebook

11-15 Years

El Cazador Mexican Grill  
1901 Cogswell Ave

Pell City (205) 338-7585

A Kut Above Detail Shop
2105 Martin St. So.

Pell City
(205) 814-1911

Town & Country Ford  
I-20 exit 158 Hwy 231

Pell City
(205) 338-9463

www.pellcityford.com

Angler Recycling
15226 Hwy 411

Odenville
(205)629-2200

www.anglerrecycling.com

Salon 4 You
3315 Dr. John Haynes Dr.

Pell City
(205)299-6515

Ladonna Phillips
Hairstylist/Owner

6-10 Years

Pell City Internal & 
Family Medicine
41 Eminence Way

Pell City
(205) 884-9000

www.pcifm.com

Diesel Monkey Inc.
Trussville

(205) 801-9266

Rodney’s Marine Center 
LLC   

6046 Martin St. S.
Cropwell

(205) 525-1500
rodneysmarinecenter@

gmail.com
Like us on Facebook

Jazz M’ Up  
1607 Martin St. S 

Ste 1
Pell City (205)884-7387

doggroomer@petlover.com
Like Us on Facebook

Daylight Donuts
705 Martin St. N., Ste. 2

Pell City
(205) 338-8700

Facebook.com/daylight.pellcity

6-10 Years

Wanda’s Silk Flowers
3508 Cogswell Ave

Pell City
(205) 913-1942

Like Us on Facebook

Superior Septic Sewer & 
Septic LLC

Pell City (205)338-3840
alabamasuperior.com

Alabamasuperior@yahoo.
com

Renay Bertella, Esquire
The Bertella Law Firm, 

P.C.
1906 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City, AL
(205) 525-0150

www.bertellalaw�rm.com                      

Two Sisters
Homestyle Café

77 7th Ave
Ashville  (205) 594-5777

1-5 Years

Amanda Parsons
Realtor, Buyers Agent

Lake Homes Realty
Pell City

(205) 368-6184
Amanda.parsons.realtor@

gmail.com

Dawn Williams
Realtor

Remax Hometown 
Properties

30 Comer Ave, Pell City
(205) 747-5218

dawn@hometownproperties.com

Springville Small Engine
7885 Hwy 11 North

Springville
(205) 467-0373

Like Us on Facebook

Lakeside Grill
1095 Coosa Island Rd

Cropwell
(205) 362-1987

www.facebook.com/
lakesidegrillloganmartin

lakesidegrillatcoosaisland@gmail.com

Laurie Brasher, Realtor
Fields & Gossett Realty

508 Martin St. S
Pell City

© (205) 365-3639 
laurie.brasher@gmail.com 

1-5 Years
Lakeshore Nutrition

Smoothie & Juice Bar
1605 Martin St. So

Pell City (205) 362-5651
Like Us On Facebook

Oishi Asian Restaurant
4852 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City
(205) 338-7775

www.oishiasian.com

Morgan Munn
Realtor

ERA King Real Estate
2319 Cogswell Ave., 

Suite 101
Pell City

(256) 223-0838
morganm@eraking.com

morganmunnrealestate.com

Ace Hardware
2640 Martin St. So.

Pell City, AL  
(205) 813-0011

Like Us on Facebook

Jumbo’s
Burgers, Wings, & More

385 Old Coal City Rd
Pell City

(659) 658-6262
jumbospellcity.com

Quick Lane Tire & Auto 
Center

At Town & Country Ford
1103 Martin St. No.

Pell City
(205) 525-4777

www.quicklane.com

R & D Heating & Air
1002 1st Place S

Pell City (205) 999-5877
AL#20001

Tracy Sargent
Realtor

ERA King Real Estate
2319 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City
(205) 567-9977

TracyS@eraking.com

Johnson’s Auto Repair
(256) 368-3516

503 E St. N
Talladega
Owners

Bradley and Samantha 
Johnson

Open since June 2020
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524 Industrial Dr. | Ragland, AL 35131

(205) 472-2191

We strive to o�er the highest quality cement at the best 
possible price while maintaining our core corporate values of 

integrity, quality, and customer service and loyalty.

Proudly Serving Alabama Since 1908

• Portland Cement  • Masonry Cement 
• Color Masonry Cement
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BY NICK PATTERSON
Special to The Daily Home

You may never have heard of Earnest 
Mostella, but in his day, he was a bit of a 
local celebrity in St. Clair County.

It used to be that local newspapers 
wrote about Mostella, who was born in 
1908. For years, he appeared, among 
many other places, at the Looney House 
for the annual Looney Days event. A local 
barbecue joint once had a wall filled with 
his homemade, hand-built, one-of-a-kind 
fiddles. His work is known at the Ashville 
Museum and Archives.

Mostella died in 2003, but broadcast-
er, writer and music historian Burgin 
Mathews wants to make sure he’s honored 
in his own country – St.Clair County.

“My goal is to document the fiddles, the 
art, the music and life of Earnest Mostella, 
who was a fiddler and fiddlemaker in Ash-
ville, Alabama,” Mathews said.

“He worked all kinds of jobs, as a miner, 
well digger, a grave digger. He was known 
in this community as a preacher and as 

a craftsperson who, in addition to these 
fiddles which are kind of his signature 
creation, he made split oak woven baskets, 
and furniture and tools of all kinds.”

Mostella made other instruments, too, 
banjos, guitars among them, utilizing 
found materials for his tools and his media, 
and displaying a wide-ranging set of skills. 
It was a tradition of instrument-making 
and music-making that he inherited from 
his own grandfather, who had been born a 
slave.

“I got to know him, just in the last few 
years of his life before he died,” Mathews 
said. “And really, ever since I’ve been trying 
to figure out some kind of way to com-
memorate his legacy and spirit, share it 
with a larger audience.”

The result may become a book, or some 

other written chronicle, and even an art 
exhibit, illustrated with photos of Mostella 
and his instruments, including the ones 
that survive his passing, Mathews said. 
A lot depends on what information and 
artifacts from Mostella’s life that he’s able 
to find.

He’s seeking help in his project from 
people in Mostella’s family – which 
includes the mayor of Ashville – and those 
who have his creations in their possession 
or collections. Mathews hopes others will 
see Mostella’s story the way he does - as 
worth telling and preserving.

History Lesson
“Part of what really drew me to him 

was, on the one hand, the instruments 
themselves and on the other hand, his 

story and his family’s story, as well as just 
his personality,” Mathews said. “Ever since 
I’ve started this project, everybody that I’ve 
connected to about it who knew him at all, 
even in passing, just to buy a fiddle from 
him, is really excited that I’m doing this – 
anything to kind of keep his name and his 
story out there, because he made such an 
impression on people.”

Mostella wasn’t just an interesting 
elderly man who made oddly-designed 
musical instruments. He was a practitioner 
of what is mostly a bygone tradition of Afri-
can American fiddlers and fiddle makers, 
Mathews said.

“The music and the fiddle making grew 
out of his family tradition that goes back 

Alabama music historian believes it’s high time 
everyone knows about this St. Clair County legend

REDISCOVERING EARNEST MOSTELLA

Please see MOSTELLA | Page 10E
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Relationships are not the 
only thing we build, but 
they are the most important.

At Goodgame Company, Inc., we don’t just deliver a quality product, we deliver a quality experience. 
That’s what has kept our customers coming back since 1955. Let us show you the Goodgame diff erence.

We’d like to get to know you. 

2311 3rd Avenue South   •  Pell City, AL 35128   •  205.338.2551   •  goodgamecompany.com

Goodgame Company, Inc., is an award-winning supplier
of the American Buildings Company.

Goodgame Company, Inc., is a Proud Partner of New Flyer of America. 
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Our Family Serving Your Family
As We Would Be Served 

Since 1927.

www.usreyfuneralhome.com

Mike Perry
516 North Street E.  

Talladega | 256-362-2344

PRE-ARRANGEMENT PLANNING AVAILABLE

Usrey Funeral Home in Pell City

Steve Perry
21271 Highway 231 N.  

Pell City | 205-338-0303

Usrey Funeral Home in Talladega

Usrey
F U N E R AL H O M E

000290551r1www.anglerrecycling.com

Cars | Iron | Copper 
Aluminum | Stainless Brass 

| Electric Motors | Sealed 
Units

TOP DOLLAR FOR SCRAP!
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to his grandfather, Gus Cochran, who was 
born in slavery in St. Clair County,” he said. 
“And the story is, he learned to play fiddle 
after carving a key to unlock the chest that 
contained the fiddle that belonged to his 
enslaver and on the sly taught himself to 
play on that instrument. In time, he began 
making instruments of his own and grew 
into this kind of legendary St. Clair Coun-
ty musician who played dances all over, 
during slavery and after emancipation.”

Cochran “lived into the 20th century 
and knew his grandson Earnest Mostel-
la, who learned the tradition from him,” 
Mathews said. “And so even when I met 
him, and we met in 2000, he talked all the 
time about his grandfather, about songs 
learned from his grandfather, and so on. 
And so, bringing this African American fid-
dling tradition and fiddle making tradition 
and this family tradition into the 21st cen-
tury, in and of itself, is a story worth telling, 
I think.”

In his lifetime, Mostella passed down 
some of those stories, and some of those 
skills to his children, according to two of 
them: his namesake son Earnest Mostella, 
and his stepson, Curtis Phillips.

“He played at home. Every now and 
then he’d build one where he could play 
it,” said Earnest Mostella of his father. “He 
kept one, to tell you the truth. He’d take 
that pine rosin and put it on the strings. It 
made a weird sound.

“I’ve worked with him on some. I never 
just built one from scratch. I kind of got an 
idea from watching him. I built one one 
time, with his help.”

The elder Mostella also passed the skill 
on to his stepson, Curtis Phillips.

“I haven’t made one in a long time,” 
Phillips said. “I used to watch him make 
them all the time. He did that kind of stuff 
every day. He used to make violins and 
chair splits, and I’ve seen him make some 
furniture, like headboards for beds and 
stuff like that.

“I’ve even got a stock for a rifle, a wood-
en stock for an old rifle I’ve got. I’ve still got 
that,” he said. In fact, he said he watched 
Mostella carve the stock with a piece of 
broken glass. “A lot of people go to a hard-
ware store and buy stuff. He would take a 
piece of wood and shave it with a piece of 
broke glass. It’s unreal.

“He made his own glue and … some of 
that glue — it’s homemade, but that stuff’s 
still holding stuff together today.

“He didn’t have an education, but he 
knew how to make stuff.”

And the stuff Mostella made was unmis-
takably his own style, Mathews said.

“I don’t know what his grandfather’s 
instruments looked like, but Mr. Mostella’s 
were unlike any other fiddles or violins 

you’ve ever seen,” Mathews said. “Every-
one of them is different. They all have a 
style, but some of them have 4 strings, 
some have 5 or 6 strings. They’re all kinds 
of shapes and sizes. They have these 
tuning pegs that stretch out, like maybe 
6 inches sometimes, from the side of the 
fiddle head.

“And he would get the wood, he would 
cut down trees in the woods around and 
the swamps near his house. He used a glue 
mixture that was passed down, the recipe 
from his grandfather, which was yellow 
poplar sawdust and egg yolk. And these 
things would be held together with this 
kind of concoction and strung with twine 
or some kind of wire. They’re just fascinat-
ing as art objects and as artifacts as much 
as instruments.”

Mathews said he has never seen any-
one play one of Mostella’s instruments – 
besides Mostella.  “He could tune them up 
and play them, but I think he may have ben 
the only person in the world who could 
really get a tune out of these fiddles,” he 
said. “He would say that they were made to 
be played, but he would kind of laugh that 
everyone bought them from him to hang 
them on their walls, which is exactly what 
I’ve done with mine for the last 20-plus 
years.”

Meeting Mostella
Mostella was also a singer, and Mathews 

said he was able to capture some of his 
performances on tape during their meet-

ings. “He also has this huge repertoire of 
songs that he could sing,” he said.

“He had some little funny songs and 
things he would sing,” Phillips recalled. 
“And sometimes he would make up his 
own songs. He couldn’t write or nothing, 
not a whole lot. But he would sing a song 
and it would be like he just thought of it, 
but he wouldn’t forget it.”

Mathews has recordings of some of his 
songs, going back to some of his earliest 
meetings with Mostella. Those meetings 
came after Mathews read about Mostella in 
a 2000 story by the late Birmingham News 
feature writer and author Kathy Kemp.

After reading Kemp’s story, Mathews 
took a trip to Ashville and found Mostella’s 
house and met the artist himself. Later that 
summer, he went back with a tape record-
er, hoping the capture some of Mostella’s 
fiddling. 

Instead, he got recordings of Mostella 
singing, talking about his grandfather, 
preaching “which he did spontaneously, 
a lot,” Mathews said. At the time, Mathews 
lived in North Carolina, but for the next 
three years, coming to Alabama to visit 
family, “every time I came home, I would 
also go see him until he passed away.”

The Project
Mathews said that bringing Mostella 

to a larger audience means collecting 
photos of fiddles, among other things. The 
project is to “first of all locate and pho-
tograph as many of the fiddles as I can,” 

he said. “Twenty years after his death, it 
only will ever be harder and harder to find 
these instruments. So I finally have kind of 
woken up to the urgency of this.”

The barbecue restaurant mentioned 
earlier in this article helps illustrate how 
a legacy like Mostella’s can be lost – or at 
least obscured.

“About 20 years ago, there was a barbe-
cue restaurant right outside of Ashville that 
had his instruments hanging, like, all over 
the walls,” Mathews said. “And that was the 
only place I had ever seen a guitar made 
by him, this enormous instrument, and 
maybe a mandolin and all kinds of things. 
And again, about 20 years ago, I went back 
to that restaurant, and it had been leveled 
to the ground. So, I have no idea to this 
day what became of those instruments, 
and they’re an increasingly endangered 
species.”

So Mathews, assisted with a grant by 
the Alabama Folklife Association, has pub-
lished ads in the St. Clair Times, met with 
some collectors, and talked with some of 
Mostella’s children. He has enlisted the aid 
of photographer Sean Pathasema to help 
document what he finds, “to showcase 
side-by-side-by-side the visual diversity 
of the variety of construction of these 
instruments. Because I think one of them 
is interesting but I think a bunch of them 
as a series is really compelling – including 
their bows.”

He knows there are Mostella creations 
to be found, and not just locally.

During his search, Mathews has learned 
that family members here and as far away 
as California or Texas have examples of 
Mostella instruments.

“They’re out there, scattered around,” 
Mathews said, “both in the homes of 
family members, descendants and total 
strangers.”

He’s hoping his project will lead to Ear-
nest Mostella becoming a lot more familiar 
to more people.

It’s a shame not to know him, if you lis-
ten to Philips.

Mostella would “give you the shirt off 
his back,” Phillips said. “If he had one 
dollar and you wanted 50 cents of it, he’d 
give it to you. And if you want the whole 
dollar, he’d probably give you that too. He 
just cared for other people. That’s the way 
he was. He would go without so you could 
have, you know what I mean? He was just 
that way. He didn’t have a whole lot but 
what he had, he’d make you welcome to it. 
He loved other people.

“He was a good man. I’m glad his legacy 
hasn’t faded all the way. I’m glad some-
body knows about him.”

If you know something about Mostel-
la and his fiddles and want to help with 
Mathews’ project, you can reach him at 
burgin@bhammountainradio.com or 205-
335-5608.

MOSTELLA
Continued from Page 8E

Photos provided by Burgin Mathews
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Talladega
Pell City

Quality Diamond Merchants
Cele�ating 72 Years 1950-2022
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Lucy K. Ballard, MD. F.A.C.O.G.
Cynthia Cater, MD, F.A.C.O.G.

Lawrence Jones, MD, F.A.C.O.G.
Cynthia Goldsmith-Fletcher, MD, F.A.C.O.G.

Jackie Facklam, C.R.N.P.
Christy Hollingsworth, C.R.N.P.
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47795 US Hwy. 78
Lincoln, AL  

Lincoln Chiropractic
& Wellness Center

205-763-2222

DR. ANDY WHIDDON, DC

w w w . l i n c o l n c h i r o p r a c t i c . o r g

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED

•Neck Pain
•Back Pain
•Herniated Discs 
•Congested Sinuses
•Headaches
•Allergies
•Sports Injuries 
•Auto/Personal Injury 
•Leg/Arm Pain

We o�er all-natural treatment plans designed 
to alleviate the following conditions:

Awarded ASCA’s 2014 Young Chiropractor Of �e Year 
& Chamber’s 2009 Small Business of the Year
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Leeds Water Works Board is a Proud Member of

Leeds
Water Works Board

Excellence in Water & Service, Est. 1943

8651 Thornton Ave, Leeds, AL 35094
Phone (205) 699-5151

Monday-Friday: 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
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Board Members
Eddie Moore  - Chairman

Mike Hall  - Vice Chairman
Cary Kennedy - Treasury

Bill Morris - General Manager

925 23rd St. N. • Pell City 205.338.3952

G R E E N H O U S E S  &  N U R S E R Y

•Annuals  •Perennials  •Vegetable Plants  •Shrubs  •Trees
•Pine Straw  •Pine Bark  •Potting Soil 

Decorate With Our Dish Gardens
& Hanging Basket Assortments
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Hazelwood’s

The Home’s
ON TWITTER
FOLLOW THE NEWS 

DAILYHOME

BY LACI BRASWELL
Special to The Daily Home

The historic Ritz Theatre 
in Talladega has launched 
its 2022 summer season, 
after being forced to close 
its doors to the community 
for more than two years 
due to COVID-19.

“We are thrilled to 
have a summer filled with 
shows,” George Culver, Ritz 
executive director said. 
“The Ritz really took a hit 
with Covid, but we are 
fighting back. This is the 
first time we’ve launched a 
season in the summer. Nor-
mally we would wait until 
the fall, but we are taking a 
chance and hope the com-
munity will respond.”

The beloved venue 
opened its doors back to 
the community on June 
30 to Southern author and 
raconteur Sean Dietrich. 

Dietrich is known for his 
commentary on life in the 
American South. His work 
has appeared in “News-
week,” “Southern Living” 
and many more publica-
tions.

According to Culver, 
those who attended did so 
with open arms.

“We had a crowd of 400 
people, which was incred-
ible for us on a Thursday 
night,” Culver said. “It was 
a bit of a risk to have our 
first show back on a week-
day, but it turned out to be 
a wonderful success. I’m 
pleased to death with the 
attendance, and hope the 
rest of the season will have 
a great turn out.”

This summer’s lineup 
features a variety of both 
blockbuster films and 
eclectic live performances.

“We feel like there’s real-
ly something for everyone,” 
Culver said.

The Ritz will celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the 
acclaimed film, “The God-
father,” with two showings 
on Tuesday, July 12, and 
Thursday, July 14, both at 
7 p.m.

“We are hoping these 
Tuesday and Thursday 

shows won’t interfere with 
everyone’s summer plans,” 
Culver said.

Directed by Frances 
Ford Coppola, “The Godfa-
ther” received the Oscar for 
the Best Motion Picture in 
1972. Marlon Brando stars 
as the title character of Vito 
Corleone.  

The film is based on 
the epic gangster novel by 
Mario Puzo, Culver noted. 

Documentary lovers will 
also have opportunities to 
see another Oscar winning 
feature from 1970.

On Tuesday, July 19 and 
Thursday, July 21, the Ritz 
will present “Woodstock.” 

“The Best Documentary 
winner in 1970 features 
concert headliners Jimi 
Hendrix, The Who, Santa-
na, Joe Cocker, Janis Joplin, 
The Grateful Dead, Cree-
dence Clearwater Revival 
and more bands from this 
era,” Culver said.

Next in its lineup of films 
the Ritz will have two show-
ings of “The Eyes of Tammy 
Faye,” on July 26 and 28.

“The film tells about the 
rise and fall of the televan-
gelist empire of Tammy 
Faye Bakker and her infa-
mous husband Jim Bak-
ker,” Culver said. “Jessica 
Chastain won the 2022 Best 
Actress Oscar for her unfor-
gettable characterization of 
Tammy Faye. It’s perfect for 
a girls’ night out.”

Live music will return 
to the Ritz stage on Friday, 
July 29, with  “Bron-Yr-Aur,” 
an acoustic tribute to the 
iconic band Led Zeppelin.

“When someone says 
Led Zeppelin most people 
would first think of songs 
that are epic rock anthems,“ 
Culver said. “Many of their 
diehard fans know that 
some of their best work 
highlighted the much softer 
side of the band.”

Culver said in 1970, Led 
Zeppelin members Jimmy 
Page and Robert Plant 
retreated to an 18th-cen-
tury Welsh cottage called 
Bron-Yr-Aur to relax and 
write new songs.

“Most of the songs writ-

ten there were quieter and 
more introspective,” he 
said.

Culver added the show 
will feature four of the best 
musicians in the Southeast.

“I was lucky enough 
to see one of their shows 
recently and was com-
pletely blown away. They 
are absolutely amazing. 
Prepare yourself for a spell 
binding musical experi-
ence.”

The Ritz will return to its 
film series with two show-
ings of “Summer of Soul,” 
on Aug. 2 and 4.

Universally acclaimed 
after winning the grand 
jury award at its Sundance 
film Festival premier,  
“Summer of  Soul” received 
the 2022 Oscar for Best 
Documentary.

The film tells the story 
of a 1969 Harlem cultural 
festival.

“It was a very big deal, ‘’ 
Culver said. “About 300,000 
attended. It was a celebra-
tion of African-American 
musicians and culture.”

Festival performances 
included Nina Simone, BB 
King, Fifth-Dimension, Ste-
vie Wonder, Gladys Knight 
and many more.

Culver said in spite of 
the enormous attendance, 
the celebration was over-
shadowed by dominant 
media coverage of Wood-
stock from the same sum-
mer.

Forgotten footage is 
now being brought to life 
through the documentay. 

The Ritz summer season 
will conclude on Friday, 
September 9, with a show-
stopping performance by 
gospel group, The Isaacs.

“Across several genera-
tions, the Isaacs have been 
performing their signature 
family harmony for more 
than 50 years,” Culver said. 
“They were known earlier 

in their career for their 
style of bluegrass gospel. 
They appeared on Gaither 
homecoming videos and 
tours for 20 years.”

Recipients of nine Dove 
awards and recent induct-
ees into the Gospel Music 
Hall of Fame, The Isaacs 
offer a show that lovers of 
gospel music will not want 
to miss.

“They are one of the hot-
test gospel bands in Amer-
ican music today,” Culver 
said. “We are so excited to 
have them as our summer 
finale. We hope the com-
munity will take the time to 
come out and support us 
this summer.” 

For more information 
and to purchase tickets visit 
www.ritztalladeg.com, or 
call the box office at 256-
315-0000.

The Ritz Theatre is back!
Historic venue’s summer season offers 

variety of live shows, award-winning fi lms
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