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By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

County government 
in Talladega goes into 
the new year in solid 
fiscal condition with 
several major projects 
either recently completed 
or now well underway, 
according to county 
administrator Pat Lyle.

“We’re starting to 
see some results of the 
national recovery here 
in Talladega County,” 
she said. “We’re in good 
financial condition, and 
we actually increased 
our fund balance over 
last year,” she said. The 
budget is balanced, and 
most county employees 
received a 3-percent step 
raise.”

For improving public 
safety and working 
with law enforcement, 
Lyle said the county 
“completed a major 
upgrade of the public 
safety radio system and 
the separation from 
Calhoun County 911, 
joining Birmingham 
core and expanding 
interoperability. We 
also implemented 
video-teleconference 
hearings between the 
judicial building and 
jail, improving security 
and cutting costs by 
eliminating a substantial 
amount of prisoner 
transports. And the new 
judges were sworn in.”

There were also 
some visible changes 
at a couple of county 
buildings, she added.

“There is new 
landscaping and the 
addition of a covered 
smoking area at the 
judicial building. And in 
the county court house, 
we relocated reappraisal 
and registrars offices 
for improved access.  
Reappraisal previously 
didn’t have sufficient 
space to adequately serve 
taxpayers coming into 
the office, particularly 
for disabled persons.  
Reappraisal and mapping 
are now located in 
the basement and are 
fully accessible to all 
members of the public. 
The Registrar’s office is 
now on the second floor, 
across the hall from the 
commission office.”

It was also a big year 
for infrastructure projects 
in Talladega County, 
Lyle said. 

“The bid was 
awarded for construction 
of Priebes Mill Road 
extension, and we 
began improvement of 
Lower Bon Air Road 
as part of an economic 
development project. 
The long-awaited 
opening of the bridge 
over Choccolocco Creek 
on County Road 207 
just took place, and we 
received a proposal for 
a private toll bridge 
over the Coosa River 
connecting Alabama 280 
to I-65.”

This last project, a 
bridge across the Coosa 
River between Talladega 
and Shelby counties, 
has been in limbo for 
more than a decade. Tax 
money was set aside for 
the project, but there 
was never enough to get 
it off the ground, and 
authorities in Shelby 
County were generally 
not in favor of the 
project.

The new toll bridge 
will be built by Tim 
James, using absolutely 
no tax payer funds. The 
project will also include 

road improvements on 
either end of the bridge, 
which will be taken 
over by the respective 
counties once the project 
is complete.

At the time this article 
was prepared, it was 
still unclear what will 
become of the roughly 
$9.5 million originally 
put aside for the project. 
The commission does 
not have the authority 
to redistribute this 
money, and it was not 
immediately clear what 

plans, if any, the state 
legislature had for it.

Capital improvement 
funds from the county’s 
2-cent sales and use 
tax are still somewhat 
up in the air. The act 
creating this tax and 
detailing the legislative 
approval process was 
not updated during the 
last redistricting process. 
A new process based 
on Talladega’s current 
legislative delegation is 
pending before the state 
supreme court.
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PLATFORMS
•Bring more jobs to Talladega County
•Four-lane project from Sylacauga to Winterboro
•Clean-up the former Avondale Mills property
4 Elected/Served as Board Member, Talladega Co. 
       Board of Education
4 Elected/Served as Board Member, Coosa Pines 

4 Coached Sylacauga Youth Baseball for 25 years
4 Retired from Kimberly Clark-Bowater Mills 
      (42 years)
4 Wife retired from Avondale Mills (28 years)
4 Three children and four grandchildren

   

Federal Credit Union

“If I have missed you during the course of this campaign, let me 
take this opportunity to ask for your vote for Talladega County 
Commissioner District 5.  Thank you!”

New year sees national prosperity
reflected locally in Talladega County

The Talladega County Courthouse is easier for taxpayers to visit, thanks to some changes that were made during 2019. 
Photo by Bob Crisp
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Special to 
The Daily Home

The St. Clair County 
Commission will look 
back at 2019 as one of 
the greatest years in the 
county’s history.

St. Clair County 
Economic Development 
Council (EDC) 
Executive Director Don 
Smith said St. Clair 
County experienced a 
record-breaking year 
in capital investment 
from new and expanding 
manufacturers.

“Companies 
announced over $350 
million in investment 
in our communities 
and the creation of 
over 200 high-paying 
jobs,” Smith said. “The 
largest investment was 
by National Cement 
for the modernization 
and expansion of its 
facility in Ragland. 
This $250-plus million 
announcement was the 
largest investment by 
a manufacturer in our 
county’s history.”

Smith noted that the 
investment was not just 
in one area.

“We had 
announcements in five 
of our 10 communities, 
but those investments 
and jobs will benefit all 
the communities in our 
county,” Smith said.

Besides National 
Cement, WKW Erbsloeh 
North America, 
Benjamin Moore, Ford 
Meter Box, TCI of 
Alabama and J.M. Exotic 
Foods also expanded 
their operations in St. 
Clair County.  Riverside 

also added its second 
manufacturer with the 
announcement of Charity 
Steele.  

“Last year also 
involved completing 
expansions and new 
facilities like Allied 
Minerals in Pell City 
and Unipres in Steele,” 
Smith said. “These 
projects and others lead 
to the historically low 
unemployment rate of 
2.2 percent in October 
and November.”   

Smith also noted 
that the EDC hired Blair 
Goodgame to focus on 
outdoor tourism in St. 
Clair County.

“The process of 
hiring a branding 
company began in 2019 
and will be completed 
the first half of 2020,” 
Smith said. “These 
efforts will help unify the 
county and its outdoor 
assets.”  

Finances 
Chief Financial 

Officer Donna Wood 
said the ending balance 
for the county’s General 
Fund operating budget 
grew by 27 percent for 
fiscal year 2019.

“This is mainly due 
to a strong economy that 
our nation is currently 
experiencing,” Wood 
said. “The state is also 
implementing a new 
manual that will continue 
to increase ad valorem 
revenue.”

Wood said ad valorem 
tax revenue increased 4 
percent from FY2018, 
and sales tax revenue 
increased by 7 percent 
from the previous year.  

Wood added that the 
new simplified sellers 
use tax (from on-line 
sales) increased by 1.14 
percent totaling $751,117 
for FY2019.

FY2018 added a new 
tobacco tax revenue 
that began July 1, 2018, 
and for the short period 
of time, collections 
brought in $125,887; 
however, the 2019 
annual collection totaled 
$339,564.  

Mortgage/deed tax 
revenue increased 1 
percent for FY2019.  
Overall, the General 
Fund revenues grew 10 
percent. “Expenditures 
were one percent less 
compared to the prior 
year, so maintaining 
expenditures at a 

conservative level 
contributed to a stronger 
fund balance,” Wood 
said. “Capital outlay for 
FY2019 mainly consisted 
of vehicles for rural 
transportation, county 
engineering department 
and law enforcement and 
construction equipment 
for road work.”

Wood added that in 
FY2020, the estimated 
General Fund revenues 
are projected to increase 
overall by 7 percent, 
and expenditures are 
projected to increase by 
3 percent. Ad valorem 
revenue is projected to 
increase by 7 percent 
due to the new state 
manual implementation 
while sales tax revenue 
is projected to increase 

by 5 percent.  The 
simplified sellers use tax 
is estimated to increase 6 
percent.

In FY2020, the new 
state gas and diesel tax 
will provide 6 cents 
revenue (estimated 
to be over $700,000) 
to provide money for 
additional road work.  
The new revenue will 
increase by 2 cents 
over the next two years 
until a total of 10 cents 
is capped.    The local 
county road fund will 
also continue to provide 
financial support for the 
county engineer and road 
department to update the 
county’s infrastructure.  
Expenditure increases 
include healthcare, cost-
of-living adjustments 

and routine maintenance 
costs.     

Wood said the 
county’s latest audit in 
FY2018 received an 
unmodified opinion by 
the Examiners of Public 
Accounts, which is the 
best rating a county can 
receive. 

“Our office continues 
its dedication and hard 
work as we prepare for 
the 2019 audit,” Wood 
said.  “Audits can be 
found on the county’s 
website at www.stclairco.
com under county 
commission and select 
audit.” 

Wood added that in 
FY2019, the county paid 
$1,795,000.00 toward 
retiring principal debt. 

“The RRR Gas Tax 
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Past year is a record-breaking time for St. Clair County

One of St. Clair County’s two courthouses is on Cogswell Avenue in Pell City. 
Photo by Bob Crisp
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Warrants paid off in full 
Nov. 1, 2019, so the 
county owes no debt 
on roads and bridges,” 
Wood said. “The county 
continues to work toward 
the goal of ‘pay as you 
go’ and to be as debt-free 
as possible.”  

Road Department
County Engineer Dan 

Dahlke said that more 
than 36 miles of roads 
in St. Clair County were 
paved and/or received 
pavement preservation 
work last year. 

“We will continue 
to work on needed 
road repairs around the 
county,” Dahlke said. 

Dahlke also said the 
county assisted with 
ATRIP II grants and will 
assist with local funds 
needed for projects that 
were awarded to the City 
of Springville and the 
City of Odenville. “The 
grant in Springville will 
address the four-way 
stop at the intersection 
of Alabama 174, US 11, 
and Murphrees Valley 
Road, (St. Clair 9),” 
Dahlke said. “The grant 
in Odenville will address 
needed turn lanes on US 
411 between Council 
Drive and Burgess 
Drive.”

St. Clair County 
Commission Chairman 
Paul Manning said 
the road department is 
very active in getting 
more done to improve 
roadways throughout the 
county.

“We stay in touch 
with the county 
engineer on a daily 
basis,” Manning said. 
“Dan (Dahlke) and his 
department do a good job 
in reaching goals.”

Other projects the 
road department is 
involved in for the year 
2020 include:

•The county 
continues to work with 
the Alabama Department 
of Transportation 
(ALDOT) and the City 
of Moody on intersection 
improvement projects at 
the intersection of US 
411 and Sanie Road, and 
at the intersection of US 
411 and Park Avenue (St. 
Clair 10).

•Bridge replacement 
project in the Springville 
area.

•Bridge deck 
rehabilitation projects 
on two bridges in the 
Moody area.

•The county is 
working with the City of 
Moody and ALDOT to 
update the interchange at 
Interstate 20 and Kelly 
Creek Road.

•The county is 
working on a road that 
will provide an alternate 
railroad crossing that 
will provide better 
access for the Trails End 
community.

•The county is 
working with the City 
of Moody and a local 
developer on a road that 
will provide an alternate 
route for citizens that 
have to use the Dragline 
Rail Road crossing.

•The county is 
working with Pell City 
and ALDOT on the 
relocation of a portion 
of Hazelwood Drive that 
will provide better access 
to St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
Hospital and Jefferson 
State Community 
College.

•The county was also 
awarded Highway Safety 
Improvement Funds 

through ALDOT that 
will put new guardrail 
systems on three bridges.

•2020 will be the 
first year of receiving 
around $750,000 from 
the statewide gas tax or 
the rebuild funds which 
Governor Ivey and the 
state legislature passed 
in 2019. These funds will 
go toward the resurfacing 
of Gallant Road.

•Litter is an area that 
the county commission, 
Sheriff Billy Murray, and 
District Attorney Lyle 
Harmon have worked 
together on and have 
purchased two new 
trucks that will be used 
by the sheriff’s office 
for litter crews to go 
around the county and 
address the growing litter 
problem.

“I am very 
appreciative of our 
sheriff and our district 
attorney,” Manning said. 
“We have spent many 

hours discussing how we 
can get a handle on the 
litter problem, and we 
have seen some positive 
improvements just in the 
past few months.”

Final word
Manning said there 

have been so many 
great things that have 
happened for the citizens 
of St. Clair County.

“There have been 
many years where we 
have seen progress and 
growth, but I feel 2019 
may have been the best 
year to date,” Manning 
said. “It is an honor to be 
chairman of this county 
commission and be able 
to work alongside so 
many elected officials.”

Manning said when 
commissioners look at 
the finances and discuss 
the growth that has taken 
place, they see how the 
services have increased 
in the past year or two.

“We have a county 

commission that is 
interested and aggressive 
toward having a sound 
government,” Manning 
said. “They are not for 
revenue increases but 
rather getting the job 
done and making it 
safe for each and every 
person who lives, works 
and travels through our 
great county. We want a 
better life for all.”

Manning said he is 

very excited about all 
that took place in 2019, 
and believes 2020 can 
and will be just as good 
and better.

“There has been no 
increase in borrowing 
money,” he said, “and we 
have not borrowed any 
money in the past six-to-
seven years. I think the 
future looks great for St. 
Clair County, and I want 
to be part of that future. 

There have been more 
rooftops built in St. Clair 
County during the past 
couple of years than in 
the past 15-to-20 years. I 
believe 2020 is going to 
be great because we have 
come so far. I believe it 
will be amazing what we 
see happening in St. Clair 
County in the next few 
months.”

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Randy Wood, P.O. Box 4432, Anniston, AL 36204
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Childersburg, Alabama
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•Award Winning Schools
•2,000+ Acre Industrial Park
•Fish    •Golf    •Sport Shoot

•Canoe & Kayak Trail

Ashville, one St. Clair’s two county seats, is home to its other courthouse, at 100 Sixth Avenue. 
File photo
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By TAYLOR 
MITCHELL 
Home staff writer

2019 saw a great 
amount of activity within 
Pell City, including both 
municipal projects and 
business development.

The year started off 
with the opening of 
the Premiere Cinema 
development, which City 
Manager Brian Muenger 
calls “a banner day” for 
the community.

“There had been 
efforts to bring a new 
theater to the community 
for more than a decade 
prior,” he said, “so 
seeing that completed 
is definitely one of the 
highlights of the year.”  

Muenger said that 
the community had 
consistently called for 
more entertainment 
opportunities in the city, 
and he said he feels like 
Primere has exceeded 
expectations. 

“The quality of the 
facility is first-class, 
and it has certainly 
proven to be a draw for 
patrons from St. Clair 
County and beyond.  
Surrounding restaurants 
have seen double-digit 
increases in their sales in 
the time the theater has 
been open, furthering the 
economic impact of this 
project.”

Muenger also points 
out continued retail 
interest in the Highway 
231 South area during 
2019. There was 
construction for multiple 
medical facilities and a 
new retail strip center.  
Ace Hardware also 
opened on Highway 231 
South early in 2019. 

“As residential 
growth in and around the 
city continues, much of 
which is on the south end 
of the city, I anticipate 
further commercial 
development in the area,” 
he said.

During the 2019 
calendar year, the city 
issued 100 permits 
for new residential 
construction.  

“Residential growth is 
taking place at its highest 
level in more than a 
decade,” Muenger said.

He points out that 
new home construction 
has increased in each of 
the last four years, but 
2019 had the highest 
amount of development 
since the economic 
downturn in 2008.

Muenger said that 
at the current pace of 
development, the existing 
supply of lots within 
residential subdivisions 
will be largely exhausted 
within 12 to 18 months. 
He said that a supply 
issue will likely be 
avoided due to multiple 
other developments 
that are currently in the 
planning and engineering 
stages. 

“The city is 
attracting interest from 
regional and national 
homebuilding firms 
in recent years, and 
that has increased with 
the strength of the 
economy.”

With respect to city 
projects, Muenger points 
to the opening of the 
renovated civic center 
and tennis complex in 
late July as a highlight 
of the year.  The tennis 
portion of the project 
included a new tennis 
support building, 
complete with a viewing 
deck, the addition of 
new courts, and the 
installation of new lights 
on all existing courts.  An 
expanded parking lot and 
consolidated entrance 
were constructed to 
support the new and 
existing facilities, both 
of which Muenger said 
were sorely needed.  

The civic center 
itself received multiple 
improvements, with the 
construction of a new 
fitness and wellness 
space, new basketball 
court, new locker rooms 
and restrooms and a 
game room.  “The new 
facilities have been 
hugely popular, with 
active membership 

totaling over 1,000 at this 
time,” Muenger said. “In 
addition to our annual 
members, the center has 
issued over 500 daily 
passes per month on 
average since it opened.”

Muenger said the 
space has always been 
a hub of activity within 
the community, and he 
said he is pleased to see 
how much the utilization 
has grown after the 
renovation. He describes 
providing high-quality 
recreational opportunities 
as a core function of 
local government, and 
adds that this facility will 
serve the city well for 
decades to come.

During the past year, 
the city, in partnership 
with St. Clair County, 
took a major step 
towards another long-
term goal with the 
demolition of the former 
county hospital.  After 
being vacant for many 
years, the hospital 
building had become 
a source of blight, and 
in order to effectively 
redevelop the property 
the building had to be 
removed. 

Muenger said that 
with the assistance of a 
$200,000 grant from the 
Appalachian Regional 
Commission, a contract 
was awarded to abate 
the hazardous materials 
and asbestos within 
the building, and to 
demolish it fully.  The 
removal of the building 
clears the way for the 
redevelopment of the 
20-acre parcel, which 
Muenger said is ideal for 
commercial development 
due to its proximity to 
I-20. 

Throughout this 
period of intense 
activity, the city has 
continued to improve 
its financial position, 
utilizing its excess 
revenues to fund capital 
expenditures without 
issuing additional debt, 
according to the city 
manager.

“In fact, the 
city’s long-term debt 

obligations have 
decreased by more 
than 11 percent over 
the previous three audit 
periods (FY14-15 to 
FY17-18),” he said.

He adds that the city 
council has adopted 
policies that prioritize 
fiscal responsibility and 
operational sustainability, 
and the effect of these 
policies is clear. 

The economic 
prosperity of the city is 
essential to the operation 
of the municipal 
government, but also 
to the Pell City Board 
of Education.  During 
the previous fiscal year, 
more than $4.7 million in 
sales taxes were provided 
to the school board, the 
highest amount it has 
ever contributed.
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2019: A year of new growth and development in Pell City

The opening of the Premiere Cinema entertainment complex is one of the highlights of the past year, according to city officials. 
Photos by Tucker Webb

Improvements were made to the Pell City Civic Center during 2019.
Photo by Bob Crisp

The city’s newly renovated tennis complex is “a hub of activity.”
Photo by Bob Crisp



THE DAILY HOME Sunday, February 23, 20206A

By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

The city of Talladega 
witnessed a sea of change 
in local government 
last year, electing a new 
mayor and four of five 
new councilmen. 

Ward 1 Councilman 
Dr. Horace Patterson 
is the only incumbent 
returning to office this 
year. The new council 

members are Vickie 
Robinson Hall in Ward 2, 
current Council President 
Joe Power in Ward 3 and 
Betty Spratlin and Trae 
Williams in Wards 4 and 
5, respectively. 

Timothy Ragland was 
elected the city’s first 
African-American mayor 
and the city’s youngest 
mayor in a generation. 
Beth Cheeks continued as 
city manager.

“In November 2019, 
the city made history 
with its first African-
American mayor,” Cheeks 
said. “And with four 
new council members, I 
look forward to working 
with them on an influx 
of new ideas and new 
perspectives.”

Even with the 
significant election results, 
“the city was able to 
see the completion of 
several projects in 2019,” 
according to Cheeks.  
“The bridge replacements 
were completed on 
Coosa Street, West 
Street and Isbell 
Circle.  The (Americans 
with Disabilities Act) 
compliance project for 
the pedestrian areas of 
the Historic Courthouse 
Square District were 
completed with the 
addition of a ramp and 
new sidewalk on Battle 
Street,” among others.

The previous council 
had identified the 
construction of a splash 
pad as a major – but also 
contentious – issue prior 
to last year’s election, but 
the new administration 
has definitely put this 
project aside.

Both residents of 
Talladega and those just 
passing through are about 
to witness major changes 
in two of the city’s largest 
thoroughfares and how 
they are labelled and 
maintained. 

“The city will soon 
have control of East Battle 
Street, the roads around 
the Courthouse Square 
and East Street, as the 
state routes are moved to 
Haynes Street and the 275 
Bypass becomes Highway 
21,” Cheeks said. “This 
will move the truck routes 
out of the downtown 
area, giving these areas a 
more pedestrian-friendly 
atmosphere and enhance 
the small town community 
vibe that Talladega 
is known for in the 

Courthouse Square area.”
Further progress was 

made toward making 
Talladega an area 
Christmas destination 
as well, she added. “The 
fourth annual Christmas 
on the Square event was 
a huge success, from the 
tree lighting ceremony 
to the wonderful weather 
that lured the largest event 
attendance to date, to the 
free Broadway production 

of “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
at the Ritz Theatre and the 
twirling skaters on the ice 
rink. Due to the generosity 
of local business 
donations, funding from 
the city and the hard work 
of the city employees and 
volunteers, no citizen or 
visitor is denied access to 
the event because of an 
inability to pay.  Keeping 
this event free of charge to 
all who visit and live here 
speaks to the spirit of this 
community.”

According to 
Cheeks, “The city’s first 
responders have up-to-
date equipment to perform 
their jobs well for the 
entire community. A new 
fire truck has arrived and 
the police department, 
through partnerships 
with surrounding 
municipalities, has 
access to state-of-the-art 
technology, forensic labs 

and databases.  All of 
which is a reflection of the 
commitment of the elected 
officials and city staff to 
the health and safety of 
our citizens.”

At the time this 
article was prepared, the 
major projects the city 
will undertake during 
2020 have yet to be 
determined. The elections 
last year placed a strong 
emphasis on paving 

and infrastructure, and 
Patterson, in particular, 
has cited plans to make 
Talladega a major tourist 
destination a top priority. 
In recent weeks, the 
city’s lack of public 
transportation programs, 
particularly for visually 
impaired and elderly 
citizens, has become a 
major topic of discussion 
as well.

“In 2020, we are (also) 
looking forward to the 
continued revitalization 
of the downtown area,” 
Cheeks said. “Several 
initiatives are planned 
in the upcoming year to 
instill continued pride in 
our neighborhoods with 
Keep Talladega Clean and 
beautification projects.  I 
am proud to be this city’s 
manager. I am proud to 
live here and to have 
raised my family here.”

Robotic Welder / Warehouse Services  
Off-Shore Sourcing / Inventory Control Services

High Precision CNC Machining Supplier of 
Gray, Ductile, Brass, and Aluminum Castings

Providing High

QUALITY
Precision Machining

and Fabrication

 38001 Alabama Hwy 21 •  Talladega, Alabama
256-362-1385 or 256-362-1386

www.superiormachineandpattern.com

40
SUPERIOR MACHINE 

& PATTERN, INC.

CELEBRATING

1980-2020

00
02

74
83

1R
1

YEARS

193 First Rd, Childersburg, AL  35044

800-467-4295 (HAWK)

PVC Pipe 
Solutions

Packaging

Custom
Fabrication

Hawk Plastics was awarded 
Top Plastic Pipe Profile & 
Tubing Extruder Awards 

for 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019

Largest Project To Date; Supplying 
Pipe For Vogtle 3 & 4 Nuclear Power 

Plants’ Cooling Towers

PVC Sewer Pipe With Integral 
Bell-Gasketed Joints 

PVC Perforated Pipe - Core Tubes 
Custom Cylinders - Ragglesticks

Hawk is the exclusive U.S. Manufacturer of patented 
Ragglesticks used to create compact, stable, 
packaging and storing of cylindrical objects such 
as pipe, tubing, rolls, drums and barrels. Invented 
by the founders of Hawk Plastics, Ragglesticks are 
marketed and sold by RAGGLESTICK Packaging.
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Organized 35 years ago, Hawk Plastics started 
production in 1985, in the former Beaunit building 
on Plant Road. Now, 35 years later, by the grace of 
God, the Hawk is still flying. Hawk Plastics is one of 
the oldest, American owned PVC pipe producers in 
the USA, and has operated with the same name from 
the beginning. Hawk has maintained a steady 24-hour 
workforce, with as many as 40 employees on a 3-shift 
operation, through 8 years of economic slowdown. 
Hawk has a current no lost time accident streak of over 
8 years; again by the grace of God.

www.hawkplasticscorp.com

New city administration 
signals changes on the 
horizon for Talladega

Workers installed a new sidewalk and ramp on Battle Street during 2019.
Photo by Bob Crisp

The completed project has benefited pedestrians in downtown district.
Photo by Bob Crisp

Talladega City Hall is at 203 South Street W. 
Photo by Bob Crisp

The bridge on Coosa Street was replaced during 2019. 
Photo by Bob Crisp
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By JIMMY CREED
Special to The Daily Home

As Honda of America 
Mfg. Inc. celebrated 
its 40th anniversary of 
making products in the 
United States in 2019, 
Honda Manufacturing 
of Alabama (HMA) in 
Lincoln produced even 
more tangible proof 
locally of why the 
company is so successful 
nationally. 

Of particular note 
were the findings of an 
economic study released 
in August 2019 which 
showed HMA contributed 
more than $12 billion to 
the state’s economy in 
2018 and was responsible 
for 45,647 jobs across 
Alabama.

The study, conducted 
for the Economic 
Development Partnership 
of Alabama (EDPA) by 
the Center for Business 
and Economic Research 
(CBER) at the University 
of Alabama, concluded 
that Honda and its tier-1 
suppliers were directly 
responsible for 5.4 percent 
of the state’s $221.1 
billion gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 2018. 
One of the most common 
indicators used to track 
the health of an economy, 
the GDP represents the 
total dollar value of 
all goods and services 
produced over a specific 
period of time. 

The survey results 
and the rosy picture they 
paint are a reflection of 
the efforts of many hard-
working Alabamians, 
according to HMA Senior 
Vice President Mike 
Oatridge. 

“There’s no doubt 
that the statistics that 
were shared are very 
significant, but without 
the people here in the 
state, we would not have 
the success we have 
today,” Oatridge said. 
“The vehicles represent 
not only the hard work 
that goes on in Lincoln, 
Alabama, but many, many 
factories throughout the 
state, whether it’s steel 
from Mobile or seats from 
Boaz or Oxford.

“We are grateful for 
the support that Honda 
has experienced with our 
communities, our local 
and state leaders and our 
supplier partners. We are 
pleased that the success 
of our operations has had 
such a positive impact 
on the people — and the 
economy — of the state of 
Alabama.”

The study also pointed 
out that in 2018 HMA:

• Had a total payroll 
of $590.5 million or an 
average of $79,202 per 
employee, which is 75 
percent more than the 
average earnings for an 
Alabama worker.

• Paid $202.9 million 
in taxes, with $113.4 
million coming in state 
taxes and $89.6 million in 
local taxes.

• Accounted for more 
than $3.45 billion in non-
payroll expenditures in 
Alabama. 

• The company’s 
Lincoln facility accounted 
for a total of 19,223 direct 
and indirect jobs while 
HMA suppliers were 
conservatively estimated 

to have employed 
7,322 workers and were 
responsible for 26,451 
direct and indirect jobs.

• In addition, HMA’s 
tier-1 suppliers had a $3.5 
billion economic impact 
statewide, accounted for 
$865.9 million in earnings 
and generated $82.2 
million in state and local 
taxes.

• In Talladega County, 
HMA and its key tier-1 
suppliers were responsible 
for 3,069 jobs, $205.5 
million in total earnings 
and $3.9 million in local 
sales tax. In St. Clair 
County the totals were 
2,069 total jobs, $145.4 
million in total earnings 
and $2.8 million in taxes.

“This study 
demonstrates the 
magnitude of Honda’s 
Alabama operation and 
how important it is to 
the state’s economy,” 
EDPA Executive Vice 
President Steve Sewell 
said. “At the same time it 
underscores the fact that 
Alabama has provided 
the skilled work force 
and positive business 
climate that a world-class 
company like Honda 
needs to be successful in a 
highly competitive global 
business.”

The unveiling of 
the CBER report and 
its confirmation of the 
company as one of 
the state’s economic 
juggernauts was just 
one item on a long 
list of HMA’s recent 
accomplishments to be 
celebrated. Included 
among those were another 
milestone for vehicle 
and engine production, 
numerous prestigious 
national awards for 
safety and reliability and 
a continued impact on 
communities through 
generous donations of 
money and time to various 
charitable and non-profit 
organizations. 

HMA reached the 5 
million mark for vehicle 
and engine production 
since the $2.6 billion 
plant opened and began 
operating in 2001. The 
Lincoln facilty, which 
is now Honda’s largest 
light-truck production 
facility in the world, is 
the sole global production 
source for the Pilot SUV, 
the Odyssey minivan, the 
Passport SUV and the 
Ridgeline pickup and the 
V-6 engines that power 
them. 

The Honda Alabama-
made Passport earned a 
Top Safety Pick award for 
vehicles built after June 
2019 from the Insurance 
Institute for Highway 
Safety (IIHS). It is now 
the eighth vehicle Honda 
makes to receive the Top 
Safety award or higher 
from the IIHS.

The Odyssey won the 
U.S. News Cars Award 
as the Best Minivan for 
families for the ninth 
straight year. 

The Odyssey and 
Ridgeline received 
Editors’ Choice Awards 
from Car and Driver 
magazine for Best Trucks, 
SUVs and Vans.

The four light-truck 
models manufactured in 
Lincoln were listed in the 
Cars.com 2019 American-
Made Index Top 10, 
which has been issued 

annually since 2006. The 
Odyssey was ranked No. 
2, the Ridgeline No. 3, 
the Passport No. 4 and the 
Pilot No. 7. If you include 
the Acura RDX and MDX 
models, Honda took six of 
the 10 spots in the Cars.
com ranking. 

Finally, every Honda 
model evaluated by the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration’s 
New Car Assessment 
Program achieved the top 
5-star rating for overall 
vehicle score. 

Since 2001, HMA 
has donated more 
that $12 million to 
charitable, civic and 
non-profit organizations 
in communities all across 
Alabama. Likewise, 
Honda associates 
have totalled more 
than 175,000 hours as 
volunteers supporting 
various organizations and 
causes throughout the 
state. 

In 2019, HMA 
associates cleaned shelves 
and organized books 
at Talladega College 
and help freshen up the 
campus, and painted 
and freshened up at the 
YWCA and the McWane 
Science Center in 
Birmingham as part of the 
fourth annual Team Honda 
Week of Service. They 
also helped stuff Easter 
baskets at the Lovelady 
Center in Birmingham and 
filled more than 300 boxes 
with toys, school supplies 
and toiletries to support 
Operation Christmas 
Child. 

Also, some HMA 
associates joined those 
from Honda production 
and research and 
development facilities 
in Georgia, Indiana and 
Ohio on Capitol Hill in 
September to support 
the Here For America 
Drive-In. The event 
focused the spotlight on 
international automakers, 
their ever-growing impact 
on the U.S. economy and 
the benefits they provide 
local communities. 
Stressing the theme “We 
Are American Made,” 
the associates who 
participated were able 
to talk first-hand about 
Honda’s role in the U.S. 
auto industry and the 
impact the almost 46,000 
jobs it has created in 
Alabama has on the state. 

Honda of America 
Mfg., Inc., actually 
celebrated two milestones 

in company history 
in 2019. It marked 60 
years since it first began 
delivering motorcycles 
to America Honda Motor 
Co. Inc. dealers — in the 
back of Chevrolet pickups 
no less. It also marked 
40 years since it started 
manufacturing products in 
America.

Honda was the first 
Japanese automaker 
to produce products in 
America, beginning with 
motorcycles in 1979 
followed by the start of 
automobile production in 
Marysville, Ohio, on Nov. 
1, 1982. 

After setting a facility 
record in 2018 with 
356,569 vehicles built, the 
total output for 2019 was 
estimated at 351,708. That 
broke down to 146,352 
Pilot SUVs, 125,497 
Odyssey minivans, 
50,674 Passport SUVs 
and 29,185 Ridgeline 
pickups. Overall, HMA 
continues to produce more 
than 340,000 vehicles on 

average each year. 
It is all a result of 

HMA associates striving 
for one main goal, 
Oatridge said.

“Our achievements 

have been made possible 
through the commitment 
and dedication of our 
associates to build only 
the best for our Honda 
customers.”
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CHILDERSBURG TRUCK SERVICE, INC.
& CHILDERSBURG NAPA AUTO PARTS

33790 US HWY 280 East     P.O. DRAWER T     CHILDERSBURG, AL  35044

WWW.CHILDERSBURG-TRUCK.COM

Dump Bodies  |  Lift Axles  |  Heavy Duty Truck Parts & Tools  |  Small Engine Parts

CTS PHONE: 256-378-3101
NAPA PHONE: 256-378-3011
AR/AP FAX: 256-378-5660

SERVICE FAX: 256-378-0346
GEN MGR: ROGER JUSTICE
OFFICE MGR: VANDA WALLACE

000266975r1

Sylacauga 
Mayor

Jim Heigl

Greetings 
from

Thank you for your support as we 
continue progress toward

a brighter future for Sylacauga.
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Honda of Alabama continues to boost local, state economies

The locally-produced Honda Odyssey was named Best Minivan for Families 
in 2019. 

Photo by Bob Crisp
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National Cement makes ‘monumental’ industrial investment in Ragland
By SAM PRICKETT
Special to The Daily Home

Ground broke 
on January 30 for a 
multimillion-dollar 
expansion of the National 
Cement of Alabama plant 
in Ragland. 

The $250 million 
project saves the 132 
jobs that are already at 
the 112-year-old facility, 
said National Cement 
of Alabama President 
Spencer Weitman.  

“This is going to be 
good for the company, and 
it is going to be good for 
families who have three, 
four, five generations of 
family members working 
there,” Weitman said. 

The expansion was 
approved by the company 
last October. In December, 
the St. Clair County 
Commission and the 
Ragland City Council 
both voted to approve tax 
abatements for National 
Cement. Those tax 
abatements will last longer 
than most — 20 years 
— but St. Clair County 
Economic Development 
Council Director Don 
Smith said such a move 
is “monumental” to 
the county’s economy. 
National Cement is 
Ragland’s largest 
employer. 

“There are families 
and friends who rely on 
the livelihood of National 
Cement,” Smith said. “We 
had too much that could 
be lost.” 

Smith added that 
the project is the largest 
single largest economic 
development investment 

in the county since the 
Economic Development 
Council was formed 20 
years ago.

The project will 
involve the installation 
of a state-of-the-art 
kiln used in the cement 
manufacturing process, 
which Weitman said 
would allow the plant to 
remain open for at least 
another 50 years. “It will 
ensure that our employees 
and our Ragland facility 
can continue to be 
competitive for years 

to come by upgrading 
our plant with the latest 
technology and support,” 
he said. “We have 
enjoyed a long, successful 
partnership with the 
Ragland community 
and look forward to 
continuing that for many 
years to come.”

Construction on the 
project is expected to 
be complete by 2022; 
it will not interrupt the 
facility’s current, day-
to-day operations. The 
plant currently ships 

manufactured cement 
products to customers 
across the Southeast, 
including companies in 
Alabama, Georgia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Mississippi 
and Florida. 

The Ragland 
expansion has drawn 
praise by both state and 
local officials. Ragland 
Mayor Richard Bunt 
said he was “thrilled” 
by the project. “National 
Cement has always been a 
fantastic corporate citizen 

that is a great community 
partner,” he said. 

Alabama Secretary of 
Commerce Greg Canfield 
said that the “massive 
re-investment” into the 
Ragland plant “will 
increase its vitality well 
into the future and will 
also allow us to strengthen 
our longstanding 
partnership with a high-
caliber company that has 
a major presence in our 
state.” 

Gov. Kay Ivey also 
weighed in, praising thr 

company’s investment. 
“My administration is 
committed to helping 
rural communities across 
Alabama thrive by helping 
great companies such as 
National Cement invest 
and grow in our state,” the 
governor said. 

“I welcome the 
company’s decision to 
make a significant new 
investment in its St. 
Clair County operations 
because it will serve 
to deepen its roots in 
Ragland for many years to 
come.”

Ragland’s largest employer, National Cement of Alabama, has made the largest single economic development investment St. 
Clair County has seen in at least two decades.
              Submitted photo
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Website: http://www.omya-na.com

2071 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Hwy.   |  Sylacauga AL 35151

Phone: +1 256 245 1777  |  Fax: +1 256 245 0606

Omya Inc. is pleased to have been a part of the
Sylacauga and surrounding communities since 1992. 

®

Omya has an unwavering commitment to quality and total 
customer satisfaction through leadership in manufacturing 

technology, product innovation, application expertise, 
incomparable service, and an exceptional understanding of 

our customers’ needs. We pride ourselves on continuous direct 
customer communications to understand their changing needs 

for new product development and logistical support.
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FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 
SINCE 1965

Doing What We Do

36002 AL HWY. 21
TALLADEGA, AL

256-362-4261

R.K. ALLEN, SR., President
R.K. ALLEN, JR., Vice President
W.K. ALLEN, SR., Vice President

We strive to maintain 
customer satisfaction with 
outstanding service and 
professionalism. 
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By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

The Marble City 
accomplished many 
capital improvement 
projects and explored 
opportunities for 
economic growth during 
2019.

“I think 2019 went 
really well for us as a 
city,” Sylacauga Mayor 
Jim Heigl said. “The 
council was able to 
approve many projects 
and make changes that 
we believe we benefit the 
city.”

One of the projects 
the city worked on is 
completing portions of 
its ongoing streetscape 
project. 

“We completed work 
for the first phase,” Heigl 
said. “This included 
improvements to the 
North Broadway block 
between between 3rd and 
4th streets.”

The block includes 
city hall and B.B. Comer 
Memorial Library. The 
improvements include 
new sidewalks, pavers, 
planters and LED lighting.

“The LED lighting is 
a little more expensive, 
but it will actually save us 
money in the long run,” 
Heigl said, adding that the 
new lighting will also help 
ensure its citizens feel 
safe at night. 

Sylacauga received a 
$217,000 grant in 2015 
through the Federal 
Highway Administration 
Transportation Alternative 
Program (TAP) for the 
street improvements. 
The city was required to 
match 20 percent and is 
now moving to work on 
streetscape improvements 
for the North Broadway 
block between 5th and 6th 
streets.

“This will continue 
with the same design,” 
Heigl said. “We want 
all of the sidewalks and 
lights to look the same 
downtown.”

The rest of the 
streetscape projects will 
be funded with 2018 and 
2019 TAP grants, with 
the city committing a 
$160,000 match for each.

“We’re trying to 
bring an upscale look to 
downtown for the retailers 
and shoppers,” the mayor 
said. “It means better 
parking with handicapped 
accessibility and more. 
Downtown is the heart 
of our city. We want 
to do what we can for 
merchants and shoppers.”

The city’s airport also 
received much needed 
upgrades to its runway 
and lighting to start the 
new year. 

The airport was 
awarded $1,948,542 
in grant funding in the 
summer of 2019 from 
the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) 
for lighting and runway 
improvements. 

The funds were 
specifically used for 
runway overlay paving 
of new asphalt to help 
strengthen and rehabilitate 
it and to replace its taxi 
lighting system with a 
new LED system.

“This was something 
our runway really 
needed,” Heigl said. “It is 
about a mile and a half in 
length. Economically, the 
airport is very important 
to us.”

Barge Design 
Solutions Inc. served as 
the engineering firm for 
the airport’s improvement 
project.

In addition to the 
$1.9 million FAA grant, 
funds for the project 
included $105,000 from 
the city, with some other 

funding from the Airport 
Authority. 

Heigl stressed the 
city’s continued priority of 
beautification projects. 

“We want to do all that 
to help make our city look 
inviting and attractive,” 
he said.

In the winter of 2019, 
the Marble City was 
awarded a $250,000 
Community Enhancement 
Fund Demolition and 
Clearance Grant from 
the Alabama Department 
of Economic and 
Community Affairs 
(ADECA).

On November 20, 
Sylacauga was one of 58 
communities in the state 
to receive a Community 
Development Block 
Grant from ADECA. 
The communities 
receiving those grants 
will be able to work on 
projects such as providing 
water, improving roads 
and sewage systems, 
constructing public 
community buildings and 
removing blight.

“We believe that 30 to 
33 structures will be able 
to be demolished,” Heigl 
said. 

“No official time 
line has been set yet, 
but the city is working 
with Jason Hardin 
with the East Alabama 
Regional Planning and 
Development Commission 
to make sure we contact 
all of the property owners 
and follow the guidelines 
set by the state as we 
move forward with the 
project. We want to make 
sure we are following the 
necessary steps.”

The city agreed to 
contribute 20 percent in 
matching funds for the 
demolition project. 

The Marble City 
continued to grow 
economically in 2019, 
with the addition of 
several new businesses 
including AJ International 
Cuisine, Sylacauga Nails, 
the Craft Studio and more. 

“It is our hope that 
we continue to grow the 
Highway 280 corridor 
and our downtown area,” 
Heigl said. 

Earlier this year, it was 

announced that a future 
retail and residential 
development project 
is in the works off of 
U.S. Highway 280 in 
Sylacauga. 

Although nothing 
has been approved by 
the city, the potential 
shopping center, 
Shoppes of Sylacauga, 
would be developed on 
approximately 51 acres 
across from Starbucks and 
Chick-fil-A, adjacent to 
Zaxby’s and Home Depot.

1768 Development, 
of Birmingham, is 
serving as the project’s 
developer. Harbert Retail, 
a licensing broker, also 
out of Birmingham, is 
representing 1768.

The site is set to be 
comprised of commercial 
and residential outparcels 
along with shopping 
space, according to Casey 
Howard, vice president 
and broker for Harbert 
Retail.

According to a 
conceptual drawing, 
the site will include an 
anchor store, nine lots for 
businesses and residential 
space. 

According to Laura 
Strickland, executive 
director of the Sylacauga 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the chamber hosted 10 
ribbon cuttings in 2019 
and has a total of 300 
members and growing.

The chamber also 
announced the launch of 
four new e-newsletters 
to better promote its 
outreach for its members 
and the Sylacauga region.

Sylacauga’s city 
council meets the first 
and third Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m. Work 
sessions are held prior at 5 
p.m. Council members are 
Ashton Fowler, District 
1; Tiffany Nix, District 
2; Donnie Blackmon, 
District 3; Lee Perryman, 
District 4; and Dallas 
Davenport, District 5.

City hall is at 301 N. 
Broadway Avenue, and 
the municipal website is 
www.cityofsylcauga.net.

Sylacauga streets to be brighter and safer during 2020

Sylacauga Municipal Complex is at 301 N. Broadway Avenue.
Photo by Bob Crisp

City officials expect the Marble City Square area to be the site of future 
development.

Photo by Bob Crisp
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By NICK PATTERSON
Special to The Daily Home

With 65 years of 
operations in Pell City, 
it’s not surprising that 
the family-owned 
construction firm 
Goodgame Company 
Inc. is all about building 
relationships and 
community.

In its advertisements 
and on its website, 
Goodgame wears its 
philosophy on its sleeve: 
Relationships are not 
the only thing we build, 
but they are the most 
important. 

“I would say we’re a 
big part of the community 
here locally,” said Jason 
Goodgame, vice president 
of the company. “We 
try to be a part of a lot 
of things with the local 
school system. We try 
to do a lot with the local 
government. We tend to 
try to be as civic-minded 
as we can be. We’re also 
a partner with a lot of the 
businesses here in town. If 
there’s something we can 
help or do, we’ll be happy 
to.”

Goodgame 
Company’s client list 
includes landmark 
businesses in Pell City 
and surrounding areas: 
Allied Mineral Products, 
New Flyer, a company 
building modern buses 
in Anniston; Benjamin 
Moore, Fontaine Fifth 
Wheel, Honda, WKW 
Erbsloeh, MGA Research 
Corporation, Piggly 
Wiggly, Town & Country 
Ford, St. Vincent’s St. 
Clair and the Pell City 
Municipal Complex, 
among many others.

Goodgame Company 
was founded by Jason’s 
uncle, Hughel, who began 
the firm to repair lawn 
mowers in 1955. About 
five years later, Jason’s 
father, W. A. “Adrick” 
Goodgame, joined his 
brother in the company, 
and things began to shift 
to general construction, 
welding and other services 
locally. Adrick Goodgame 
bought the company in 
1965. 

By the 1980s, 
Goodgame was heavily 
involved with big 
steel mills. That was 
when mills were huge 
operations that ran 24 
hours a day, 7 days a 
week. “We were always 
working for them. We 
made some products that 
they used every day,” 
Jason Goodgame said. 
But when steel production 
shifted to mini-mills that 
made steel on demand, 
the company’s business 
turned more to heavy 
construction. 

Then came another 
shift. In the late 1990s, 
Honda arrived. “In the late 
90s when Honda decided 
to come to Alabama, 
we rode right into the 
automotive business,” 
Goodgame said. “We’re 
very fortunate.  We’ve 
had some really good 
relationships built. 
Honda Manufacturing of 
Alabama is one of our 
number-one customers. 
They’ve been very loyal 
to us since the day that 
they arrived in Alabama. 
And some of our bigger 
projects that we’ve done 
there, people can’t see 
them because they’re 
inside the plant. But it’s 
really made our company 
grow and they’ve been 
instrumental in helping us 

grow over time.”
He said that having a 

client like Honda helped 
make Goodgame a better 
company. “I will tell you 
that the project that put 
us on the map for the 
automotive sector was 
that Honda let us do a 
facility on site there that 
was almost 800 thousand 
square feet. It was a large 
project for us, and they 
trusted us to handle that. 
That was a spot for us to 
grow.

“Honda gives you 
opportunity and tries to 
help you to grow. When 
they showed up here, we 
had like a 3- or 4-page 
safety plan. Now we’re 
300 or 400 pages and 
a super-safe company. 
That’s really because 
industry like that pushes 
you to be better.”

Goodgame has become 
a source of a wide range 
of services for its clients, 
he said. Allied Mineral 
Products is a good 
example.

“They bought a 
company here called 
Riverside Refractories 
that had been in business 
as long as we have been 
in business, and they’ve 
been a customer of ours 
for 50 years. And so 
when they came in, the 
new ownership said, 
‘We want to update the 
facility here.’ We began 
to go together and so we 
started on the layout and 
the preliminary, which 
would be site selection. 
We helped them to make 
sure they had a good 
piece of property that 
they could develop the 
way that they wanted 
to. We helped them with 
design and we helped 
them with some layout, 
interior layout, equipment 
and storage - how storage 
would be done inside the 
facilities. And we became 
a contractor then, and 
quoted them a price. 

“After we get done 
with the building, then 
we turn over and help 
them start setting the 
equipment. So we install a 
lot of the new equipment, 
we install process as well 
as dust collection and 
all the other stuff that’s 
required to make their 
product. And then we’re 
there with them through 
start-up, which means 
making sure they’re 
running the product the 
way they want to, and 
if we need to make any 
changes, we can do that. 
So that is a typical good 
project for us where we 
start from inception to 
completion.”

Goodgame’s versatility 
comes from the top, he 
said. “My dad’s never 
been afraid to change.

He’s always been willing 
to change and adjust, 
and that’s really what 
our company, is about: 
fitting the needs of our 
customers. So if we need 
to make a change or 
adjust, we’ll be happy to 
do that, and it seems like 
it’s always been a good fit 
for us to maintain those 
relationships.”

About 100 people 
work at Goodgame 
Company, and many of 
them are like family, 
according to Jason.  

“I’ve been here for 
20 years, but our shop 
supervisor has been here 
38 years,” he said. “I think 
he would probably tell 
you that in my high school 
days, I was not here 
working -- it was more 
him babysitting me. It’s a 
family here. No question. 
We know their kids. We’re 
part of their families, 
and if they need support 
we’re here to help them. 
Mom and Dad always 
made it imperative that 
we maintain that family 
relationship.”

Company employees 
volunteer throughout 
the community, and 
the company supports 
everything from high 
school sports to the 
Pell City Chamber of 
Commerce, from the local 
animal shelter to the St. 
Clair County Economic 
Development Council. 

And on the strictly 
business side, Goodgame 
likes working with local 
subcontractors. “We 
do the best we can to 
create jobs and create 
possibilities for other 
people,” Jasons said. 

While Goodgame 
works in several 
surrounding states, 
particularly building 
supermarkets and working 
on projects for the Army 
Corps of Engineers, it’s 
always been important to 
keep the company close to 
home.

“Our homes are all 
here.  Our kids are in 
school here. Mine and my 
sister’s kids are here and 
are part of Pell City, and 
we grew up in Pell City 
and part of the school 
system, so it’s our home. 
I would say most of our 
employees, probably 75 
percent are Pell City.” 

Keeping things close 
to home has always 
worked for Goodgame, 
both the family and the 
company, he said.

“We’re just a good 
local company that tries 
hard.  We try to build 
relationships and that’s 
important because you 
need people to be a part 
of your business and help 
you be successful.”

No Job Too Big,
No Job Too Small.

1119 Sylacauga-
Fayetteville Hwy
Sylacauga, AL 35150 (256) 245-2956

GASTON
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

•Industrial General Contractor
•Plant Maintenance
•Millwright Service

•Machinery Installation
•Industrial Construction

•Hydraulic Crane Available
Call for FREE Estimates.
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For all the support from 
this great community 

and for allowing me to be 
your  Mayor in 2019. I am 
proud of our community 

and of the people that 
work and live here. 

THANK 
YOU

Paid for by the Rusty Jessup, 160 Scisson Lane, Riverside, AL 35135
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Goodgame Company:
     More than six decades of building relationships

Goodgame Company Inc. was founded in 1955.
Photo by Bob Crisp

From left, Jason Goodgame, Adrick and Connie Goodgame and Janna 
Goodgame Masters own and operate the Pell City construction firm.

Submitted photo
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By TAYLOR MITCHELL
Home staff writer

The City of Lincoln 
has big plans for the 
coming year, but the 
groundwork was set in 
2019.

“After several years 
of planning, a number 
of projects will begin 
construction this year. 
These projects will tend to 
shape the direction of our 
community – in effect a 
blueprint for the future,” 
Mayor Lew Watson said.

One project has 
already been completed: 
the new paint and symbol 
on the water tank near 
I-20. Watson said this 
symbolizes the coming 
construction this year of 
the Alabama Bass Park on 
Logan Martin Lake.

“This will be a 38-acre 
site devoted to providing 
a public fishing area, piers 
and boat launch on the 
lake.  The focus of the site 
is not only public access 
but to attract tournament 
fishing with our city the 
destination.” 

The Alabama 
Department of 
Conservation and 
Natural Resources, along 
with bass tournament 
organizations and local 
individuals, assisted in 
the design of the site. The 
location is just west of 
Honda Drive and north of 
the railroad, according to 
Watson. 

The mayor said 
that with a $350,000 
recreation grant the city 
received in November, the 
first phase of a new city 
park will take place on 
Stemley Road, across the 
street from the new Dollar 
General Store. Watson 
said a master plan of the 
site has been prepared. 
This will be helpful in 
steering the development, 
since the total site area is 
190 acres, according to 
state records. 

“Due to that size, the 
park will be constructed 
in phases,” Watson said, 
adding that he hopes this 
will provide recreation 
activities “closer to more 
of our residents and more 
recreational opportunities. 
The side of Lincoln the 
park will be placed on 
currently does not feature 
a park.”

Watson said beginning 
around eight years 
ago, applications were 
made for state money 
to improve Magnolia 
Street between Alabama 
Highway 77 and U.S. 
Highway 78.  “Finally 
plans were approved, bids 
were taken and contracts 
awarded.”

The contractor 
has begun stockpiling 
materials for the project 
on the old football field 
site. Watson explains that 
this project will widen the 
road, provide a double 
left turn lane on to U.S. 
78 and importantly add 
a traffic signal at the 
intersection of Magnolia 
Street and Alabama 77. 

“This will provide 
a much-needed 
improvement, not only 
physically but visually,” 
Watson said about the 
project.

He also mentions 
Lincoln’s continuing 
progress on upgrading 
the water meters for city 
customers.

“Within the next six 
months, every water 
customer in the city will 
have a new water meter,” 

he said, “This is not just 
a device that measures 
water consumption but 
a meter that will provide 
you with your daily water 
usage and will alert you to 
possible leaks, thus no big 
water bill surprises at the 
end of the month.”

He said that this is all 
done through a mobile 
phone app, adding that 
instructions will be mailed 
about how to obtain 
the app for residents’ 
smartphones later this 
year.  

“We will become the 
first city in Alabama to 
become totally cellular for 
our utility,” he adds about 
the upgrade program.

In regard to industry, 
Watson said that in 2019 
the Lohr plant on McCaig 
Road began production of 
car haulers. Following the 
sale of the building Lohr 
occupies, a second spec 
building was constructed.  
Watson said that while 
some work remains, the 
building is being shown to 
potential buyers. 

Jobs creation was 
and is the driving factor 
in attracting industry, 
but there is a secondary 
benefit, according to 
the mayor. He said that 
new industry to that 
area of Lincoln creates 
the opportunity to have 
McCaig Road upgraded 
and paved. “While the 
first part of the paving is 
set from Lohr to Stemley 
Road, plans are for a 
second phase, that being 
from Lohr to Alabama 
77.” 

Watson said that 
portion of paving will 
include a change in the 
connection to Highway 
77. 

“It will move the 
present connection of 
McCaig to Highway 77 to 

match with the entrance 
to McDonalds and TA,” 
he said, adding that such a 
connection will hopefully 
allow a traffic signal to be 
placed there as part of the 
project. 

“We have Coosa 
Valley Electric and 
Talladega County 
Economic Development 
Authority and our local 
Industrial Board to thank 
for this boost to our city,” 
he said.

On the retail side, a 
site is presently underway 
for the new Piggly 
Wiggly. The store will be 
about three times larger 
than the current store, 
according to Watson.

In addition to the 
Piggly Wiggly, Watson 
said other sites are being 
prepared for future 
business locations.  

“We have been 
working with Ace 
Hardware for a site and 
incentives for Roses to 
locate in the closed Fred’s 
building,” he said.

Watson said that a 
site has been purchased 
for a modern car wash 
facility, with construction 
expected to begin early in 
2020. 

In the Old Town area, 
Watson said Lincoln has 
a brand new opening, 
Blue Eye Café. “It is 
worth a trip to see how 
this old building has been 
transformed into a state-
of-the-art café.”

On the topic of new 
restaurants, Watson 
said the Fish Market on 
Highway 77 has expanded 
to a full service restaurant. 
He also highlights that 
Lincoln has a new 
Mexican restaurant in 
Mangos next to the Piggly 
Wiggly on Magnolia 
Street.  

The mayor is hopeful 

about the expansion of 
quality internet access in 
Lincoln

“We have many 
choices for television now, 
what we have not had 
was an internet provider 
with good speeds,” he 
said. “That appears to 
be changing now that 
Hargray has purchased 
USA Cable.”

Despite the improved 
service, Watson said he 
feels it is also important to 
expand to unserved areas. 
To help with this issue he 
said the city has met with 
representatives of Hargray 
to help identify and 
expand into those areas.

In closing, Watson said 
that growth and service 
have been the focus of  
Lincoln.

“Over the years, 
the city has expanded 
the water and sewer to 
provide a foundation for 
encouraging development 
of housing, commercial 
and industry,” he said. 
“With success in attracting 
industry and more 
residents, the retail sector 
is beginning to show signs 
of improving.”

He adds that he feels 
a good census count will 
assist in attracting more 
retail development.     

Watson said that the 

growth of residential 
housing in Lincoln has 
been significant, and that 
in the last census period 
85 percent of the growth 
of Talladega County was 
the city.  

“While we don’t 
necessarily expect that to 
be the result of the census 
to be taken this year, we 
do expect that our portion 
will be significant.  We 
are excited about the 
activities developing in 
our city, new growth, park 
activities, industry and 
continued service to the 
area.” 
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1122 Industrial Park Drive    |    Pell City, AL

www.garrisonsteel.com

Government & Industry
Health & Education

Commercial

Structural Steel Erection
Miscellaneous Steel Erection

Steel Fabrication

Steel Fabrication and Steel Erection go 
hand-in-glove but sometimes a customer 
will choose one or the other for economic 

reasons. Garrison Steel Fabricators and 
Garrison Steel Erectors are two separate 

entities under the same roof.

With a long history of providing Erection 
Service for other Fabricators as well as 
General Contractors our reputation for 
honesty, intergrity and reliability to our 
partners is paramount to our success.
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City of Lincoln focuses on more growth and services

Lincoln officials express optimism about future growth in the city.
Photo by Bob Crisp

The maps above and below desginate the site of the future 38-acre 
Alabama Bass Park on Logan Martin Lake.
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400 Ironaton Cutoff Road  |  Talladega, Alabama 35160

Georgia-Pacific celebrated the official start of production at its newest lumber facility in Talladega, Alabama. 
The $150 million, 300,000 square foot, technologically advanced plant took nine months to complete. The plant 
currently employs more than 170 full-time employees and will generate an estimated $6 million in annual payroll. 

The new facility receives approximately 150 log trucks a day and produces approximately 300 million board feet 
of lumber a year, an expansion from the original projection of 230 million board. The facility ships out about 50 
truckloads of lumber each day.

To apply online, visit us at: www.GP.com/Careers 
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By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

The City of 
Childersburg worked 
on multiple projects and 
welcomed new economic 
opportunities during 2019.

“I believe we had a 
tremendously successful 
year as a city,” Mayor Ken 
Wesson said. “I’m proud 
of everything that we were 
able to accomplish, and 
hope we can continue our 
progress in 2020.” 

One of the ongoing 
projects the mayor said 
he is most proud of is 
the recent real estate 
agreement with the 
Talladega Economic 
Development Authority 
(EDA) regarding the 
Childersburg Industrial 
Park.

Last year, the EDA 
agreed to spend $350,000 
for making improvements 
on approximately 115 
acres of property at the 
industrial park, including 
land clearing, road 
improvements and site 
testing. 

“We are very excited 
for all the improvements 
to the park,” Wesson 
said. “We hope this will 
help make the park more 
attractive to potential 
tenants.”

Current tenants include 
Cooper Steel Inc., Hawk 
Plastics Corp. and Blair 
Block LLC.  The site was 
also recently recertified as 
an Advantage Site for the 
next four years, according 
to Childersburg officials.

The city also received 
much-needed funds to 
upgrade its sewer system. 

In 2019, Childersburg 
was awarded $450,000 
to rehabilitate its sewer 
collection system and 
replace a sewer lift station 
in the area near the 
Limbaugh Community 
Center.

“This is something our 
residents have wanted for 
a long time,” Wesson said. 

Last year, Childersburg 
was one of 58 
communities to receive a 
grant from the Alabama 
Department of Economic 
and Community Affairs.

The competitive grants 
are awarded annually 
in several categories, 
including county, large 
city, small city and 
community enhancement. 

The funds allow the 
awarded communities to 
provide water, improve 
roads and sewage 
systems, construct public 
community buildings and 
remove blight. 

“The sewer system 
was installed in the late 
1930s,” Wesson said. 
“A larger pipe and new 
pumping station will also 
be installed.”

According to the 
mayor, the project will 
affect more than 200 
residents who live off 
U.S. Highway 78, in close 
proximity to the city’s 
community center.

“We are very thankful 
to receive the grant so that 
we can help these folks 
have a better quality of 
life,” Wesson said. “It’s 
something that has had 
continuous maintenance 
issues.”

The city’s water board 
is expected to contribute 

$47,250 matching funds 
for the project. A timeline 
for completion has not 
been set by the city. 

Wesson noted there are 
multiple projects he hopes 
to accomplish in 2020, 
including an upgrade to 
the Limbaugh Community 
Center. 

Last year, the city 
entered into an agreement 
with Jay Jenkins to 
provide professional 
architectural services 
for the remodeling and 
additions.

“The improvements 
will include ADA 
compliant upgrades and 
additions,” Wesson said. 

The mayor noted one 
addition is set to be a 
multi-purpose room, as a 
place to host meetings and 
events. “We also hope to 
have the lobby refurbished 
and make upgrades to our 
parking lot.” A timeline 
and estimated cost has not 
yet been announced. “It 
is something that we as a 
council and city are very 
committed to making a 
reality during our term.”

During the past year, 
Childersburg welcomed 
the addition of multiple 
new businesses including 
a new salon (The Glam 
Factory), a bakery, 
(Mimi’s Sweets & Treats) 
and more.

“We are very proud of 
them and their impact on 
Childersburg,” Wesson 
said. “Several businesses 
also relocated here from 
the Birmingham area, 
which we were very 
excited about. We hope 
to continue our progress 
with economic growth 

to provide our residents 
with the best opportunities 
possible. There is still 
a lot I and the rest of 
the council hope to 
accomplish.”

The Childersburg City 
Council meets the first 

and third Tuesday of each 
month. 

City Hall is at 101 8th 
Ave SW.

Council members are 
Brandon Robinson, Ward 
A; Bill Moody, Ward B; 
Angie Twymon, Ward 

C; T. Glenn Stubblefield, 
Ward D; and Michael 
McLain,Ward E.

The municipal website 
is www.childersburg.org

Childersburg looks to carry momentum of progress into 2020

Childersburg City Hall is at 101 8th Avenue SW.
Photo by Bob Crisp

Childersburg Industrial Park was the site of several improvements during 
2019.

Photo by Bob Crisp
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By VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Talladega industry 
Superior Machine and 
Pattern has marked 40 
years of making an impact 
in local communities and 
beyond, but achieving 
40 years in business was 
observed last month by 
just another day at work 
for the company. 

“I had not given it 
much thought that it has 
been 40 years until it was 
brought to my attention,” 
said founder Larry Dalton. 
“The company started 
back on January 14, 1980, 
with just one employee 
and myself in Anniston.  

We outgrew the space 
by 1985 and moved to 
Oxford. In 1987, we 
moved to Talladega, and 
in 2016 we built a new 
building.  It’s crazy how 
things just started to take 
off before we knew it.”

The business is still 
owned and operated by 
the Dalton family. Pat 
Dalton said that in starting 
the business, her husband 
saw an opportunity and 
took it.  “He had been 
working in the field since 
he was a teen, so he had 
long ago been about 
production, machines and 
welding.”

A quality product 
continues to be 

paramount, Larry said, 
and it always has been.

“When it comes to the 
next man or business, I 
have never worried about 
the competition. I have 
always been a strong 
believer that when we try 
to do our best, it will turn 
out well.” 

Superior Machine 
and Pattern provides a 
wide range of services, 
including machining and 
fabrication for aluminum, 
steel, brass, bar stock and 
brass castings. It houses 
computer numerical 
control equipment, supply 
machine components 
and assemblies, welding 
and other features such 

as warehousing and 
inventory control.

“We do business all 
over the country, import 
machinery and a lot of 
robotic welding. It’s very 
popular,” said Larry, who 
has now turned operation 
of the business over to the 
next generation, although 
he remains involved in the 
company in an advisory 
standpoint. 

“My son, Chris Dalton, 
is vice president of the 
company, and he runs 
everything now. He has 
been with the company 
from the very beginning, 
but once he graduated 
from college, he was 
able to take over.  It feels 

good to see my son and 
daughter-in-law, Laura, 
take over the business. 
They are doing a good 
job.”

The business is 
“very family-oriented,” 
according to Pat, who also 
remains involved with the 
company. “We now have 
about 35 to 40 employees 
and on their birthdays, 
Laura, who handles 
community relations, 
makes or brings them a 
cake. Around Christmas, 
we always do a big lunch 
and give away gifts to let 
them know we appreciate 
them.”

“We have some people 
that have been here for 

20 to 25 years,” Larry 
said.” The longest-serving 
person would be my son, 
but he started out with 
me.”

Reflecting back on the 
company’s history while 
contemplating future 
expansion, Larry Dalton 
believes that the best part 
of what he has created is 
to know he built it and 
because of his company 
certain things can happen 
and function. 

“The trains in Atlanta 
for the Marta system, the 
very tracks they run on I 
helped build. It is things 
like that that really make 
me feel good.”

Superior Machine and Pattern:  Four decades of quality

Superior Machine and Pattern was founded in 1980 and relocated from Oxford to Talladega in 1987.  
Photo by Bob Crisp
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By TAYLOR MITCHELL 
Home staff writer

The city of Riverside 
may be small, but Mayor 
Rusty Jessup expects big 
things for the new year. 

In 2019, Jessup 
said the city worked to 
enhance the city park 
which is located next to 
city hall. A big recipient 
of these improvements 
was the city’s walking 
trail, which Jessup said 
now offers almost a mile’s 
worth of trails through 
the city park. A bird and 
wildlife sanctuary has 
been added to the park, 
which Jessup said is 
slowly becoming home 
to a wide variety of local 
animal and plant life.

Jessup said that while 
those upgrades are great 
improvements, the city 
wants to continue to work 
on further expanding the 
park.

“We hope future 
expansion will bring 
upgrades to the city 
playground with 
infrastructure for water 
and electricity in the 
park,” he said.

He also gave special 
mention to Riverside 
Landing, which features 
a deep water boat launch 
so that it can be used for 
winter recreation and 
fishing tournaments. 
“Riverside Landing 
continues to be a great 
public service for boat 
launches and gasoline.” 

According to the 

mayor, there are also 
plans to further improve 
the boat launch in 2020, 
specifically wanting to 
improve the usability 
of the site. “Money has 
already been appropriated 
to pave the entrance and 
parking lot in 2020, which 
will make it much more 
user friendly.” 

A big win for 

Riverside in 2019 was 
recruiting Charity 
Steel to a location on 
Vannick Road. The metal 
alloy service company 
announced last March 
it would be bringing 35 
jobs to the city. It will be 
the second company to 
open a facility on Vannick 
Road, following Harris 
Rebar. Vannick Road is 

an industrial access road 
the city built thanks to 
a $1.2 million industrial 
access grant to help attract 
industry to Riverside. 

Jessup said the city is 
fortunate to have Charity 
Steel join the community. 

“The $1.2 million 
industrial access grant 
came in very handy in 
recruiting Charity Steel,” 
he said, “We recruited 
them with help from 
the St. Clair County 
Economic Development 
Council.”

Jessup also said that 

there are more industrial 
plots along Vannick 
Road, so he hopes that 
development along the 
access road continues 
to grow. As for Charity 
Steel, Jessup said the 
company is likely to be 
in operation by summer, 
after construction on the 
facility wraps up in the 
spring.

The mayor also hopes 
to see more development 
at the interchange between 
U.S. Highway 78 and 
Interstate 20. 

“The traffic count 

continues to increase 
along our Hwy 78/I-
20 corridor,” he said, 
adding that the traffic 
will be a draw for more 
development. Jessup feels 
the interchange presents 
a special opportunity for 
Riverside.

“Our I-20 exchange is 
one of the very few left 
on I-20 that has not been 
developed yet.  At least 
not to its full potential.” 

Jessup said that he, for 
one, would like to see that 
change.
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New industry set to open this summer in Riverside

City officials expect 2020 to be a year of development and improvement in Riverside.
Photo by Tucker Webb

Mayor Rusty Jessup sees a bright future for the 
city.

Photo by Buddy Roberts

The Riverside Beautification Organization works hard to kep the city 
looking attractive.

Photo by Tucker Webb
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Staff report

Springville 
Elementary School 
in St. Clair County 
enjoyed hosting Gov. 
Kay Ivey, who visited 
the school last year to 
recognize it as one of 21 
schools across the state 
selected as an Alabama 
Bicentennial School of 
Excellence.

The school received a 
$5,000 Governor’s Award 
grant to support its 
continued commitment to 
student-led community 
engagement. 

Launched by the 
governor in December 
2017, the Alabama 
Bicentennial Schools 
Initiative encouraged 
public, private and home-
schooled students and 
teachers to participate 
in the celebration 
of Alabama’s 200th 
anniversary of statehood. 

Official Alabama 
Bicentennial Schools 
were selected and 
awarded grants to support 
the implementation 
of their projects.  
Springville Elementary’s 
project was the old 
Springville rock school.  

SES counselor 
Tami Spires said the 
rock school is a local 

landmark, once providing 
classroom space for 
elementary and high 
school students.

Constructed in 1921, 
the building sat empty 
and unrepaired. Along 
with its significance 
as being a historic 
educational facility, 
Spires said the old rock 
school may be the largest 
surviving chert rock 
structure in St. Clair 
County.

“Throughout its 
history, Springville has 
taken great pride in its 
schools,” Spires said. 
“The town that once 
boasted its own college 
cherishes history and 
education, like the old 
rock school, crafted 
from stones that were 
unearthed by local 
citizens. 

“This sense of 
community is our sole 
purpose for renovating 
the rock school. A 
restored rock school 
means that its impact will 
not be merely reduced 
to history -- students 
attending Springville 
Elementary School 
will have their own 
experiences regarding 
the refurbished school in 
present time.” 

Spires said 

Springville Elementary 
students, along with the 
Springville Preservation 
Society, completely 
refurbished a classroom 
in the old school.

“We also renovated 
the cloak room, foyer and 
grand staircase,” Spires 
said. “We were also able 
to replace the exterior 
doors and sidelights.”

Spires said 
Springville Elementary 
will use the $5,000 to 
continue working on the 
rock school.

“We want to restore it 
back to its former glory 
and utilize it, not only 
for nostalgic reasons, 
but for active ones,” she 
said. “Our community 
suffered a great loss with 
the shutting down of this 
school. 

“It is time to not 
only mend that loss, 
but to make up for 
it. A renewed rock 
school means a closer 
community, one that 
comes together to look 
back upon its rich history 
while also enabling it to 
continue to change lives 
right now, and for years 
to come.”

Said SES Assistant 
Principal Chris Hill, “I 
feel like we have brought 
the history of Springville 

alive for our students.”
SES Principal Greg 

Moore said this has been 
a wonderful learning 
experience for the school, 
students and community.

St. Clair Schools 
Superintendent Mike 
Howard said he was  

proud of the efforts the 
administration, staff and 
students at Springville 
Elementary put in to win 
this award.

“Through their 
hard work, they were 
selected by Gov. Ivey 
to be recognized as a 

Bicentennial School of 
Excellence,” Howard 
said. “We have the 
greatest staff and students 
in our county, and this 
recognition is proof of 
that.”

Governor visits local school to celebrate state bicentennial

Gov. Kay Ivey spoke to students and faculty at Springville Elementary, recognizing the St. Clair County school as an Alabama Bicentennial School of 
Excellence.

Hal Yeager/Governor’s Office

Superintendent Mike Howard greets Gov. Ivey.
Hal Yeager/Governor’s Office

Marie Manning, vice president of the St. Clair County Board of Education, 
welcomes Gov. Ivey to Springville.

Hal Yeager/Governor’s Office

Springville Elementary School students enjoyed the special occasion to 
celebrate the state bicentennial and local history.

Hal Yeager/Governor’s Office
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By TAYLOR MITCHELL
Home staff writer

St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
hospital has enjoyed 
a year of continued 
growth.

Administrator Lisa 
Nichols, RN, MSHA 
said the hospital has 
continued the growth 
that originally started in 
2018. Specifically, she 
said, inpatient volume, 
Emergency Department 
volume and surgical 
services volume have all 
continued to see growth. 

The administrator 
said she has been pleased 
to notice a trend of 
patients taking  greater 
stock in going to St. 
Clair for more medical 
services. 

“Our doctors are 
telling me that their 
patients are asking, 
‘Can’t that be done at St. 
Clair?’” Nichols said. 
“We are excited that 
more of our community 
members are choosing 
us for their health care 
needs, where we can 
provide them with 
quality care close to 
home.”

The hospital growth 
in surgical services 
started in 2018, which 
saw an increase of 46 
percent. Nichols said that 
growth continued into 
2019, with the hospital 
experiencing a further 
12 percent increase over 
2018. 

The hospital is 
particularly seeing an 
increase in the number 
of general surgeries. 
There has also been a 
noticeable increase in 
cataract surgeries and 
pain procedures, Nichols 
said. 

Along with this 
growth, a major project 
the hospital was proud to 
take on was updating lab 
equipment for the facility 
as well as providing 
backup equipment. 

“The backup 
equipment has allowed 
us to reduce the amount 
of down time during 
routine maintenance, 
which provides the 
doctors lab test results 
quicker,” she said.

Other equipment 
added this year includes 

new ultrasound 
equipment, which, 
according to Nichols, 
is state of the art and 
provides the latest and 
greatest technology to 
the hospital’s ultrasound 
technicians.

The hospital 
provides a wide variety 
of specialties and 
departments for the 
public. The services 
it provides include 
cardiology, dermatology, 
gastroenterology, 
general surgery, internal 

medicine, neurology, OB/
GYN, ophthalmology, 
orthopedics, 
otolaryngology, pain 
management, pathology, 
pediatrics, podiatry, 
pulmonology, radiology, 
sleep medicine, rehab 
services that include 
physical therapy, 
occupational therapy 
and speech therapy and 
advanced wound care.

When asked about 
which departments 
she felt had performed 
exceptionally well in 

2019, she said that she 
couldn’t say one had 
done better than another. 
She instead said that all 
of St. Clair’s departments 
had performed 
exceptionally well all 
year long.

“I would have to 
brag about all of our 
departments.  They have 
all done a fantastic job, 
and I’m happy to say that 
they all exceeded their 
patient satisfaction goals 
for the year.”

Nichols also made 
a point to highlight the 
hospital’s Ascension 
online care program. 
This program allows 
for virtual visits with 
a physician. The 

administrator said she 
has used the service 
herself and was very 
satisfied with it.

“I have personally 
used this service and 
found it to be user-
friendly, quick and it kept 
me out of a waiting room 
full of sick people,” she 
said. 

When asked what 
she was looking forward 
to in 2020, Nichols said 
she hopes St. Vincent 
St. Clair will continue 
to grow and add even 
more specialists to the 
community.

000274545r1
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CENTRAL ALABAMA
COMMUNITY  COLLEGE

FREE SERVICES 
•Pregnancy Test                   •Pregnancy Education
•Ultrasounds(limited)          •Post Abortion Support
•Adoption Referrals             •Pre-natal & Parenting Class
•Abstinence Education        •Peer Counseling
•Post Miscarriage & Loss Support

1259 AL Highway 21  -  Sylacauga

256-208-8888
resourcesforwomen@gmail.com

Our Mission is to provide physical, emotional, 
and spiritual support to women, men, and families 

in our community. 

R e s o u r c e s
f o r  W o m e n
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St. Vincent’s St. Clair continues to grow at start of 2020

St. Vincent’s St. Clair continues to experience growth in inpatient volume and surgical services.
Photo by BOB CRISP
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Citizens Baptist has received Lower Member Cost Share Hospital 
designation by Blue Cross and Blue Shield, which will allow patients 
insured by BCBS medical plans to realize the highest benefit levels when 
receiving care at the Talladega medical center.

Photo by TUCKER WEBB

Coosa Valley Elementary
Iola Roberts Elementary

Walter M. Kennedy Elementary
Eden Elementary

Williams Intermediate
Duran South Junior High
Duran North Junior High

Pell City High

3105 15th Avenue North
Pell City, AL  35125 205-884-4440

Board of Education

Board Members
District One - Mr. Joe Sawyer - Board Member

District Two - Mr. Cecil Fomby - Vice Chairman 

District Three - Mrs. Laurie Henderson - Board Member 

District Four - Mrs. Tammie Williams - Chairman

District Five - Mr. Eldon Hall - Board Member

Board Attorney - Mrs. Brandi Huff ord

Our Mission
Pursuing Excellence . . . 
One Student at a Time
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Pell City

Superintendent - Dr. James Martin
Assistant Superintendent - Dr. Leah Stover

By VALLEAN JACKSON 
Special to The Daily Home 

Citizens Baptist 
Medical Center in 
Talladega is a medical 
institution that believes 
strongly in the wellness 
of its patients, being 
integral to the community 
and providing 
compassionate and high 
quality employees. 

“The heart of Citizens 
Baptist is our nurses, 
physicians and staff,” 
said CEO Frank Thomas. 
“Together we are ready 
to care for and treat 
patients locally where it 
matters most. We take 
pride in providing access 
to quality health care 
and are committed to 
delivering care to our 
community.” 

Thomas has been 
CEO for a short period 
of time, but he is highly 
dedicated to his position 
and role in the hospital.  
“My role as CEO is to 
make sure the hospital 
runs effectively and 
meets regulation of all 
local, state, and federal 
requirements. The 
constant changes in 
healthcare keep me on 
my toes, but I enjoy the 
challenge of identifying 
needs and developing 
solutions.” 

This year, the hospital 
celebrates 50 years of 
providing high quality 
care to the Talladega 
community this year. “In 
celebration of achieving 
50 years, on March 12 
we will host a reception 
to mark this important 
milestone, and we invite 
the community to join.”  

It is Citizens Baptist 
Medical Center’s 
constant dedication, daily 
and over the years, that 
makes it a backbone of 
the community. CBMC 
believes in supporting 
the community as a 
patient care provider and 
a catalyst for economic 
development. 

The direction the 

hospital is headed in 
is the result of being 
devoted to the needs of 
patients and employees.  
“We boast more than 250 
employees and nearly 
300 additional indirect 
jobs. With more than 
7,900 inpatient days, over 
23,000 emergency room 
visits and uncompensated 
care provided in excess 
of 4.4 million, we are 
a community built on 
care,” Thomas said.

It has been said that 
hard work pays off, and 
CBMC has received 
recognition from Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield 
of Alabama in October 
2019. BCBS designated 
CBMC as a Lower 
Member Cost Share 
Hospital. To be classified 
as such is praise for 
the hospital, but it also 
benefits patients by the 
reduction of copays and 
deductibles up to 50 
percent, said Thomas. 

Asked if CBMC 
offers any new services 
this year, hementioned 
the new program Silver 
Sneakers. 

“Silver Sneakers 
is the nation’s leading 
community fitness 
program for older adults. 
With this collaboration, 
Citizens Baptist can offer 
older adults a way to 
increase their levels of 
physical activity while 
motivating them to 
remain active.”

With its commitment 
to provide high quality 
care, having physicians 
that possess the same 
values is important. 
With such a goal to 
maintain, Thomas said 
the hospital will continue 
to seek opportunities to 
bring more healthcare 
professionals to the area.  

The latest addition to 
the network is a family 
medicine physician, 
Dr. Bridget Gibson at 
Brookwood Baptist 
Health Primary Care on 
North Street in Talladega.  

Apart from the 

daily operations of the 
hospital, CBMC makes 
it a priority to give back 
with the events and 
programs it sponsors 
yearly: Talladega county 
and city school systems’ 
football programs, 
Christmas on the Square 
and a host of others that 
influence the lives of 
many.  

“We believe in 
sponsoring events that 
engage the very people 
we serve, as well as 
events that reiterate that 
we are more than just the 
local hospital,” Thomas 
said. 

With a 50-year 
foundation, CBMC finds 
it important to maintain 
the infrastructure and 
continue to improve 
the quality of care it 
provides. Installation 
of a state-of-the-art 
telemetry system is 
underway throughout 
the hospital, which will 
provide advanced patient 
monitoring.  

“Citizens Baptist 
Medical Center has 
historically ranked 
among the highest in 
quality across Tenet 
Health. We are top tier, 
and with such results 
we challenge our team 
to aim for excellence 
because our patients 
deserve nothing less.” 

The teamwork and 
dedication it takes 
to keep everything 
running effectively and 
everyone happy can be 
challenging, but Thomas 
believes it’s worth it.   

“Our expectations 
for the success of the 
hospital for the new year 
and years to come is 
to continue to provide 
high quality care in a 
compassionate manner. 
Our quality and patient 
satisfaction scores are 
high, and this speaks to 
the commitment of our 
staff, but we plan to build 
on our accomplishments 
and get even better.”

Citizens Baptist: 50 years of caring for Talladega 
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By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

The Talladega County 
school system has spent 
the past year focusing its 
instructional efforts on 
five major overlapping 
areas, according to Deputy 
Superintendent Vicky 
Ozment: STEAM, project-
based learning, career-tech, 
reading and math.

“Talladega County 
Schools’ current focus 
on science, technology, 
engineering, the arts and 
mathematics (STEAM) 
illustrates the district’s 
commitment to ensuring 
students are college 
and career ready,” she 
explained.  

“Nine of our schools 
have received Cognia 
STEM Certification: 
Childersburg Middle 
School, Winterboro 
High School, Munford 
High School, Munford 
Middle School, Munford 
Elementary, Lincoln 
Elementary, Fayetteville 
High School, Lincoln High 
School and Charles R. 
Drew Middle School.  The 
eight remaining schools 
are currently working 
toward Cognia STEM 
Certification. Through 
this process, our hope 
is that we are preparing 
students for careers of 
tomorrow by exposing 
them to inquiry-based 
learning environments that 
encourage innovative and 
creative solutions to ‘real 
world’ issues.”

The STEAM program 
and the project-based 
learning program go 
together hand-in-hand in 
many ways, she added. 
“The STEM movement 
aligns perfectly with 
the district’s work for 
the past 11 years with 
project-based learning, a 
teaching method where 
students gain knowledge 
and skills by investigating, 
researching and 
responding to an authentic 

‘driving question.’  PBL 
encompasses five areas 
(the 5 C’s) that are critical 
for preparing students for 
a high-tech workforce: 
communication, critical 
thinking, creativity, 
collaboration and 
computational thinking.”

What makes project-
based learning “such a 
fluid strategy is that it 
exists in its purest form 
in our career technical 
education courses,” 
Ozment added. “Today’s 
economy demands a 
better-educated workforce 
than ever before, and the 
jobs in the new economy 
require more complex 
knowledge and skills than 
the jobs of the past.”  

In late fall, Talladega 
County administrators 
and teacher leaders toured 
local industries to discuss 
what skills are needed to 
develop a strong workforce 
for the community. 

“Our career and 
technical programs 
offer various pathways 
for students to explore, 
such as health science, 
information technologies, 
AP computer science, 
forensics law and public 
safety, agriscience, family 
and consumer science, 
fashion, multimedia, 
finance and accounting, 
engineering, Project Lead 
the Way and Microsoft 
Lead Academies,” Ozment 
said.  

“Students are able 
to collaborate with local 
industries through the 
various pathways. One 
notable way is the Tiny 
House Project. Students 
from Lincoln High, 
Munford High, and 
Talladega Central High 
School have worked 
diligently to create a tiny 
house from the floor to the 
ceiling through hands-on 
learning with framing, 
carpentry, electrical wiring, 
plumbing, HVAC and 
roofing. The Tiny House 
may sound small, but it is 

the ultimate marriage of 
project-based learning with 
life skills needed for the 
workforce and beyond.”

The system also 
emphasizes traditional 
academic subjects, 
including reading and 
math.

“Developing proficient 
readers is a priority for our 
district,” Ozment said.  “In 
June, kindergarten and first 
grade teachers honed their 
reading methodologies 
during retooling training.  
To reinforce fundamental 
reading strategies, 
second-through-fifth grade 
teachers have received 
retooling throughout 
the school year.  The 
intensive reading focus 
will ensure student growth 
in phonemic awareness, 
phonics, fluency, oral 
language development, 
vocabulary, reading 
comprehension and 
writing. 

“As a result of the 
training, instructional 
rounds in all elementary 
classrooms are ongoing 
and provide formative 
feedback to teachers and 
leaders ensuring the use of 
optimal reading strategies 
for student growth. 
Summer reading camps are 
being formed in various 
school communities to 
help students in need 
of extra reading help. 
Information about summer 
reading camps will be 
given to parents in the 
months to come.”

Ozment added that in 
December, “the Alabama 
Department of Education 
adopted the new math 
course of study featuring 
a heavy emphasis on real-
world, relevant problems 
for our students. Talladega 
County School’s strong 
partnership with AMSTI 
will continue to ensure 
teachers and students 
receive the support needed 
for math achievement and 
growth.”

Early Learning

Child Care, 
Development       
&

Blocks & Tots
DaycareState

Licensed
Irene 

Bryant,
Monday-Friday  6AM - 5PM Owner

6 weeks old to 13 years old
520 West 9th St.
Sylacauga 256.369.1712 or 256.369.1713

Serving children 6 weeks to 5 years of age. USDA Meals Served 
with Infant Formula Provided. Office of School Readiness
PreK Classroom. Certified Early Childhood Teaching Staff.

State approved Creative Curriculum.
Children are accepted regardless of race, religion, disability, national origin or sex.

Cheaha Regional Head Start
Talladega Early Head Start/

Head Start Center
617 W. Coosa Street, Talladega | 256.362.8962

A division of
TCR Child Care

Corporation

Kingdom Authority 
Ministries Day Care

4610 Desoto Caverns Pkwy•Childersburg

256.378.6700

Full Time $90
After School $50

Email: kingdomkidz@att.net
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105 E. Spring St., Sylacauga • 256-249-2300
72 Years Quality Child Care

ABeka Christian Curriculum, Phonics Based,
Closed Circuit Security System

OPEN REGISTRATION 6 WEEKS TO K5
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

First United Methodist Kindergarten & Daycare

State/DHR Licensed - Ages 6 weeks - 12 years
The Creative Curriculum with Over 20 Years Experience

Qualified Personnel/ First Aid/CPR Certified
Monday-Friday. 6 am - 4:30 pm

Extended/Night Care: 4:35 pm -  10 pm
1276 Brickyard Road, Sylacauga

256-245-2637(h) 256-626-1474 (c/p)
Equal Opportunity Provider

Ms. Connie’s Child 
Care/Early Head Start

“Where Good seed is planted 
and children Grow”

First Baptist Church Daycare
                 & Pre-school

700 3rd St. S.W.
Childersburg 256.378.7550

Ages 6 weeks - 4 years
7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Debbie Caldwell, Director

After much anticipation, a new K-12 facility comprised of Winterboro High and Sycamore Elementary schools opened in January.
Photo by BOB CRISP

Students from Talladega County high schools have received hands-on 
training to build a “tiny house” in career tech classes.

Photo by BOB CRISP

Talladega County students are benefiting from the school system’s focus 
on science, technology, engineering, the arts and mathematics.

Photo by BOB CRISP

Talladega County Schools focus on academic programs
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By VALLEAN JACKSON 
Special to The Daily 
Home 

Pell City Family and 
Internal Medicine is 
starting the year in a new 
location.

“The practice was 
established in 2012, 
and we were located 
in St. Vincent’s St. 
Clair hospital since. To 
have our own practice 
is something we have 
always worked on,” said 
Dr. Rick Jotani, a family 
physician and one of 
the practice’s founding 
partners.

Now located at 411 
Eminence Way, Suite A, 
Pell City Internal and 
Family Medicine takes 
pride in providing the 
availability of a hospital 
while offering a quality 
of care catered to the 

desires and needs of each 
patient in a comfortable 
setting.

Aside from the 
purpose of branching 
out, there is hope that 
the new location will 
be more convenient for 
patients, said Jotani. 
“This new change in 
location will hopefully 
be beneficial for patients 
to receive better care.”

The practice provides 
an array of healthcare 
services for patients, 
such as primary and 
specialist care, acute and 
chronic medicine, family 
wellness care, women’s 
health, sports medicine, 
outpatient care, onsite 
diagnostics, onsite 
physical therapy from 
ATI and more to come. 

“We provide health 
care solutions from the 
stage of pediatric to 

geriatric,” Jotani said.
Aesthetics are also 

offered at the new 
facility. This service 
is offered by Jotani, 
and it focuses on the 
cosmetic spectrum of 
health and confidence 
without the use of plastic 
surgery. Jotani provides 
botox, fillers and more, 
depending on the patient 
and what is best for 
them.

There are currently 
two other physicians on 
staff: Dr. Barry Collins 
who practices internal 
medicine, and Dr. Ilinca 
Prisacaru, who practices 
family medicine. Within 
the next year, plans 
call for adding more 
physicians.

According to Jotani, 
the practice aspires to 
expand the services 
it currently offers, as 

well as to continue 
to grow with the city 
and surrounding areas.  
Office hours are 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. Mondays-
Thursdays and 8 
a.m.-noon Fridays. The 
extended-hour clinic is 
open from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mondays-Thursdays, 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Fridays 
and 1-5 p.m. Sundays.

Jotani, Collins, 
Prsiacaru and the staff 
firmly believe that a 
patient’s needs are 
important and should be 
treated as more than just 
an ailment. 

As a unit that cares 
about the community 
and their patients, 
the physicians advise 
that people be sure to 
understand the source 
of the information they 
receive or find about 
their medical conditions, 

to understand that 
accurate information is 
important to one’s health 
and life. If something is 
not understood or is not 
clear, it is always good to 
ask questions.

“We are blessed 

enough to be busy, but 
the constant goal is to 
continue to provide 
high quality care for our 
patients which is most 
important.”

TRI-CITY
NEUROLOGY

Fazal Rahim, M.D.
Diplomat American Board 
of Psychiatry & Neurology

& Board Certified Sleep Medicine
w w w . t r i c i t y n e u r o l o g y . c o m

CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS 

(256) 362-9677
Main Office - Talladega

200 East Battle St.
Monday, Tuesday & Friday 

Pell City
7063 Veterans Pkwy.

St. Vincents Hospital Outpatient
Wednesday & Thursday

Inadequate sleep can have severe detrimental effects on health. In most cases, sleep disorders 
can be easily managed once they are properly diagnosed.
For an evaluation, call today to schedule an appointment.

DO YOU HAVE TROUBLE SLEEPING?

WE OFFER SLEEP EVALUATIONS & SLEEP DISORDER TREATMENTS

Fazal Rahim, M.D.
Sleep Director at 

St. Vincents St. Clair

•Strokes and Seizures
•ALS
•Migraines/Headaches
•Therapeutic Botox for Migraines

•Sleep Disorder Evaluations  and Testing
•Disease of Muscles (Myopathy)
•Myastenia
•Restless Leg Syndrome

•Dementia/Alzheimer’s
•Parkinson’s Disease and Tremors
•Multiple Sclerosis
•Carpel Tunnel Syndrome

•Radiculopathies
•Motor Neuron Diseases     
•Brain & Spinal Diseases
•Neurapathies

TEST - EMG/NCV - EEG 
NERVE CONDUCTION STUDIES IN OUR OFFICES

000274867r1

Dr. Jon Segars, Superintendent
43 North Broadway Ave. | Sylacauga, AL 35150  
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www.scsboe.org

Academic Emphasis  
College and Career Ready 

Athletic Excellence
In partnership with our community, we 

inspire all students to discover pathways to 
greatness through a world-class education.

The new year brings a new location for 
Pell City Internal & Family Medicine

PCIFM’s new office is at 41 Eminence Way, Suite A, in Pell City.
Photo by BOB CRISP
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By SAM PRICKETT
Special to The Daily Home

Mike Howard 
was sworn in as 
superintendent of the 
St. Clair County School 
System in December 
2018 — just over a year 
ago. But he says he’s 
“very proud” of what he’s 

been able to accomplish 
in that short time, citing 
advances in the school 
system’s infrastructure, 
STEM programs, and 
attendance policy — 
as well as the rapid 
expansion of the school 
system’s new Virtual 
Preparatory Academy. 

Last year saw the 

school system work 
toward improving many 
of its facilities, Howard 
says, and 2020 will see 
those efforts continue. 
“We want to make sure 
that we’re providing the 
best buildings we possibly 
can,” he said. “We don’t 
have a lot of money at 
all, and we’re going to try 

to do a tax referendum 
yet again to see if we 
can build some new 
schools. But with funds 
that we got from the state 
department of education, 
we were able to repair 
some roofs.” A loan from 
the state also allowed the 
SCCSS to update several 
of its football complexes, 
which Howard says “were 
pretty outdated.” 

The school system 
also was able to purchase 
several new school 
buses — which, very 
importantly, include air 
conditioners, Howard 
says. “We’re almost at a 
100% air conditioner-to-
bus ratio,” he says. “That 
helps with some of our 
longer routes.” 

In October 2019, 
Howard was part of 
a delegation of state 
senators and educators 
that traveled to South 
Korea to tour the 
country’s public schools 
and universities. He was 
particularly intrigued 
by those schools’ 
approaches to science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics — 
commonly abbreviated 
as STEM — and hopes 
to implement some of the 
things he learned in St. 
Clair County schools. 

“One of the things I 
looked for on that trip 
abroad was how Korea 
was implementing their 
STEM curriculum — and 
how quickly they do so. 
My big take-away from 
that was, they are doing 

STEM education as early 
as pre-K.” 

On that front, Howard 

says the school system 
will start using the new, 
state-mandated computer 
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OUR PHARMACISTS:
Jared K. Johnson, PharmD - owner
Jacob M. Johnson, PharmD - owner

Daniel Allison, PharmD

Caring for you, and about you!
We deliver!

256.245.4446

Business Hours:
Monday through Friday 8:30am-6:00pm

Saturday 8:30am-12:30pm 
Closed Sunday

264 West Fort Williams St.
 in Ogletree Plaza, Sylacauga, AL

www.marblecitypharmacy.com

& Gifts
“Here For Life”

We’re Mobile!
Our mobile app includes these great 

features right at your fingertips:
•Refill on the go •Health news alerts
•Important information about your 

medications •Touch-to-call us
Search “Marble City Pharmacy” in the

App Store or Google play.
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As 2020 begins, St. Clair County Schools are
dedicated to preparing students for the future

St. Clair County Schools have plans to focus on implementing STEM 
education initiatives for the benefit of local students.

File photo
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PET CARE

Jullia Brunfeldt

34898 US Hwy. 280, Sylacauga, AL
Office hours by appointment

Grooming starting at $50 / baths starting at $25

256-404-8315

Grooming includes: Trim nails, private 
areas & pads; anal glands expressed; 

clean & pluck ears, bath & fluff dry; 
groom w/bandanas, bows & cologne.

SLEEPING
GIANT

VET CLINIC

Sarah B. Smith, DVM
256-362-8977

Talladega

Dog Obedience
Training Classes

256-592-0335
Julie Moon

Instructor

1220 Martin St. S
Pell City, AL 35128
(205) 884-3412

8

•Small Animal Medicine & Surgery
•Offering Laser Surgery & Therapy

•Boarding & Grooming Available
•Offering Ultrasound and Digatherm

Located in Cropwell (next to Union State Bank)

GALEN H. SIMS, D.V.M.

2308 Mays Drive   
(205) 338-3556

Located in Cropwell (next to Union State Bank)
cropswellsmall@CenturyTel.net
GALEN H. SIMS, D.V.M.

•Small animal medicine & surgery
•We now offer Laser surgery & therapy

•Boarding & grooming available
“We have warm hearts for cold noses”

“We have warm hearts for cold noses”

2718 Martin St. S.
 Cropwell, AL 35054
205-884-4104

•Imaging & Diagnostic Services •Vaccines  
•State of the art surgical suite for soft tissue 
and orthopedics •Laser Therapy •Dental Care 
•Radiography •Parasite Prevention & Control 
•Large Animal Care •Grooming & Bathing  
•Boarding & more •We also offer Wellness plans that 
make exceptional care for your pets more affordable!

Lincoln 
Veterinary Clinic

info@lincolnvetclinic.com

275 Magnolia St. So.
Lincoln, ALabama 35096

Phone

205-763-8387

CABANISS 
FEED & FARM SUPPLY

1301 Quarry Road – Sylacauga, AL 35151
256-249-3090 • 256-401-3200

Owner – Ashley Cabaniss

Plants, Seed 
and Fertilizer

Call or Text Scottilynn McClellan, owner 
256-375-5598

or Kelly Hicks 256-362-1411
906 North Street, E., Talladega, Al 35160

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/THEBARKPORCHPETPARLOR

335 Cogswell Ave. | Pell City

205.812.2275

“It’s what
the pets have

in mind.”

Kristy
Spradley
Professional
Pet Stylist201 W. Fort Williams, Suite 28

Sylacauga, AL 35150

256-245-1411  |  877-245-1411
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We also carry 
 power wheelchairs!

Gain your 
independence 
& improve your 
quality of life 

today.

 Get Your Freedom Back
With

PORTABLE 
OXYGEN CONCENTRATORS

science curriculum and 
will begin focusing on 
foregrounding coding 
classes. “We’re trying to 
be at the forefront of that 
and trying to start tackling 
our coding program now,” 
Howard says. “What 
we’re looking at this year 
is to really push STEM 
education, pre-K through 
12th grade, with each grade 
level being more and more 
advanced. By the time 
students get to their senior 
year of high school, they’ll 
be ready to enter the job 
market or to get into a major 
university.” 

The SCCSS is also “a 
little over halfway through” 
with another major tech 
initiative, Howard says: 
“putting laptops in the 
hands of every student 
in our school system.” 

Last year, the St. Clair 
County Board of Education 
approved the purchase of 
3,000 new laptops — first 
to be distributed to high-
schoolers, then middle-
schoolers

“I believe that’s going to 
pay huge dividends moving 
forward,” he says. “That 
technology initiative is 
going to be crucial moving 
forward for our school 
system.” 

Robotics classes will 
be a part of this focus, he 
says — which will help 
students find jobs at, for 
instance, the nearby Honda 
manufacturing facility in 
Lincoln. 

“We’re going to start 
placing more of a focus 
on our college and career 
readiness, looking at other 
systems and how they’re 

handling dual enrollment 
or career tech education 
courses,” Howard says. 
“We want to continue to 
enhance our curriculum 
to where we’re more 
rigorous, preparing students 
for the next step of their 
educational process after 
us.”

Howard also points 
to the school system’s 
new Virtual Preparatory 
Academy, a nontraditional 
school that launched 
in August 2018 and 
experienced dramatic 
growth last year. The VPA, 
which bills itself as “the 
school where everyone 
fits in,” is an accredited 
alternative to other schools, 
offering a mix of at-home, 
virtual education and in-
person teaching.

“It allows students 
that are not successful 
in the traditional school 
setting to be able to have 
success in a nontraditional 
way,” Howard says. “The 
students work online for 
their education, but we 
have a building in Moody 
where they can come to get 
extra help with our certified 
teachers. They take tests at 
the site and everything else 
— they just don’t have to go 
to school every single day.” 

When the VPA started, 
it had an enrollment of 
just 23 students. Now, 
it has over 300 students 
from all over the St. Clair 
County — and that number 
is continuing to increase. 

“We really have seen an 
influx of homeschooled 
students coming back to 
our public school system, 
utilizing this resource, 
because it’s free for all the 
students to attend,” he says. 
“It works very similarly to 
a homeschool, except that 
we control the educational 
part and we have certified 
teachers on hand to help 
them with the studies.” 
Students from both inside 
and outside St. Clair County 
can apply to the VPA, 
which is looking to continue 
expanding. 

“I’m really proud of 
it,” Howard says. “We 
have students who would 

have dropped out of school 
completely enrolled in 
this program, and they are 
thriving.” 

In a way, the VPA 
approach is reflected in 
the new St. Clair County 
Schools logo, which was 
unveiled last year. The new 
design features the letters 
“SCCS” framed by a series 
of concentric, incomplete 
circles. “Basically, each one 
of those circles represents 
our students,” Howard 
says. “They come to us in 
different ways, shapes, and 
sizes — whatever you want 
to call it — and our job as 
educators is to complete the 
circle.” 

“We want to continue preparing students for the next step of their 
educational process,” said Superintendent Mike Howard.

File photo

Superintendent Howard says he is proud of the school system’s 
accomplishments since he took office slightly more than a year ago.

File photo
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By TAYLOR MITCHELL
Home staff writer

Superintendent Dr. 
James Martin said Pell 
City Schools has had a 
year full of achievements 
and successes from 
students, teachers and 
faculty. 

Modestly, Martin said 
he doesn’t believe he has 
had much to do with it.

“I don’t want to take 
credit for most of it,” he 
said. 

Much of it happened 
before he was hired in 
August of 2019, Martin 
explained, adding that he 
thinks the Pell City school 
system has always been a 
place with a lot to offer.

“It’s a place where 
we have a lot of 
opportunities,” he said. 
“Those opportunities 
would not exist without 
people working hard, 
and the previous 
administration.”

Despite feeling he 
may have little to do with 
them, Martin is quick to 
brag on the achievements 
from each individual 
school.

Those 
accomplishments include 
things like Coosa Valley 
Elementary School 
receiving 92/A on the 
state report card; Walter 
M. Kennedy receiving an 
87 on the report card; six 
Eden Elementary teachers 
receiving National 
Board Certification; and 
numerous grants received 
by the city’s elementary 
schools. 

Martin also mentioned 
the several charity 
events that took place 
at elementary schools 
in 2019. Coosa Valley 
students in conjunction 
with the Junior Beta Club 
raised $1,500 for the 
Pell City Animal Shelter, 
provided 24 boxes of 
toiletry items for the 
YWCA women’s shelter, 
and provided boxes of 
stuffing for families in 
need for Thanksgiving. 
Eden also took collections 
for the Veterans Home, 
and Iola Roberts students 
took part in the Mercedes 

Marathon in Birmingham.
Williams Intermediate 

School also had several 
big events this year, 
according to Martin. The 
school received multiple 
competitive grants, 
including 16 teachers 
receiving Pell City 
Educational Foundation 
Grants. They also had 
several students win 
awards at the 2019 Beta 
Club Convention. The 
students won first place 
in Marketing and Design 
and Creative Writing. 
They also received third 
place in: Performing Arts 
for fifth grade, Science 
for sixth grade, Living 
Literature for fifth grade, 
Robotics for fifth grade, 
Painting and Fiber Arts 
for fourth through sixth 
grades and Technology 
for elementary.

Martin’s list showed 
that Williams also took 
part in charity work, as 
the elementary schools 
did. The Beta Club at 
Williams raised $5,000 
for the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society and 
the SGA donated $1,200 
for Cystic Fibrosis during 

the 2019-20 school year 
adding to the $1,000 
they raised for Muscular 
Dystrophy during the 
2018-19 school year. 

Martin also lists 
events at Duran South 
and North Junior High 
Schools, such as several 
Beta Club service projects 
at Duran South, and 
Duran North’s basketball 
team going 17-1.

Martin also mentioned 
several successes with 
Pell City High School’s 
Fine Art programs, 
which held several shows 
throughout the school 
year. On top of these 
performances, 25 theatre 
students competed in the 
Walter Trumbauer Theatre 
Festival, and 17 of them 
moved on to participate 
at the state level in that 
competition. The trio 
of students — Macy 
Kreitlein, Zoe Kay and 
Averee Adkins — placed 
third in the overall state 
competition for their 
category.

The high school 
has received several 
grants as well as 
many other awards 
and accomplishments, 
including being named 
the Fox 6 Band of the 
week, JROTC being 
named Northern Regional 
Champions at its drill 
competition, placing 
eighth in Girls Cross 
Country state competition, 

and the softball team 
placing sixth in the state 
6A tournament.

Looking forward to 
2020, Martin looks to 
several initiatives the 
board will be taking 

on system-wide. This 
includes increasing the 
emphasis on STEM 
fields in all grades and 
increasing the number 
of teachers who hold 
a National Board 
Certification. He also 
wants the expansion of 
career tech classes to 
feature career academies 
to better prepare students 
for the future.

Martin also said he is 
focused on consolidation 
of the system’s middle 
grades, a goal that was the 
topic of a special work 
session in December 
2019. He also looks to 

make a clear capital 
improvement plan for all 
facilities. 

Whether it be in 2019 
or 2020 Martin said that 
none of this could happen 
without the members of 
the board of education.

“The opportunities 
exist because we have 
an outstanding school 
board that is committed to 

excellence,” he said. 
He also said that he 

wants to engage more 
with the community in the 
coming year. 

“We need to share 
our story more,” he 
said. “A lot of the time 
we do some really good 
things and we don’t give 
ourselves enough credit.”

We take the time to fill  all  your needs.

N ORTHSIDE
APOTHECARY

X

Hours: M-S 8:30 am-8 pm  |  Sun. 1 pm-6 pm
74 Plaza Drive | Pell City, AL | northsideapothecary.com

205-814-7272

We accept BCBS and Tricare!

Services provided:
• All prescription insurances accepted
• Competitive Pricing
• Wound care supplies
• We match local competitors and have  $4 & $10 generics
• Drive Thru
• Automatic refi ll program where we remind 
     you it’s time to get your prescription refi lled!
• Internet refi ll requests
• Fast prescription transfers from other pharmacies
• Flex Spending Cards accepted
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• Free Flavoring of liquid medicines
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99 Magnolia St., South • Lincoln     

LINCOLN
PHARMACY

205-763-7759

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PHARMACY

Open: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sat. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Friendly, helpful service
with a wide range of 

convenient products.
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Pell City Schools:
‘A place where we have a lot of opportunities’

Dr. James Martin is the new superintendent of Pell City Schools.
Photo by BOB CRISP

Students at Williams Intermediate School have participated in a number of efforts benefiting good 
causes in the Pell City community.

Photo by BOB CRISP

Pell City High School has been home to a host of significant accomplishments during the past year, 
according to Superintendent Martin.

Photo by BOB CRISP
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Staff Report

The first graduates 
of Jefferson State 
Community College’s 
respiratory therapy 
program were recognized 
during 2019.

“We are so excited 
for these respiratory 
therapy students and 
their job opportunities,” 
said David Bobo, 
Jefferson State’s director 
of community relations. 
“These graduates have 
chosen an in-demand 
career, and many of them 
have already accepted 
job offers.”

According to the 
U.S. Department of 
Labor, employment of 
respiratory therapists 
is projected to grow 
21 percent from 2018 
to 2028, much faster 
than the average for all 
occupations. Growth 
in the middle-aged and 

elderly population will 
lead to an increased 
incidence of such 
respiratory conditions 
as chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease 
and pneumonia. The 
median annual wage for 
respiratory therapists was 
$60,280 in May 2018.

“The respiratory 
therapy program is an 
excellent example of 
Jefferson State meeting 
the demands of our 
community,” said Bobo. 
“Several hospitals came 
to us and expressed their 
need for respiratory 
therapists, and here we 
are, celebrating both 
the graduation of these 
students and the filling of 
in-demand positions in 
healthcare.”

The associate in 
applied science degree in 
respiratory therapy is a 
76-semester-credit-hour 
program that consists 

of general education 
classes, respiratory 
therapy classes and 
clinical activities.

Respiratory therapists 
are responsible for 
assessments, treatments, 
diagnostic testing 
and having critical 
thinking skills, while 
multi-tasking, for all 
patients in a healthcare 
or homecare settings, 
especially patients 
with cardiopulmonary 
diseases.

At the start of the 
2019-20 year, Jefferson 
State’s enrollment was 
13,799.  It served 8,704 
degree-seeking students, 
1,482 non-degree-
seeking students and 
2,204 dual enrollment 
students from more 
than 100 Alabama high 
schools – including those 
in Talladega and St. Clair 
counties – for the 2019 
fall semester.

Initiatives and 
accomplishments at 
Jefferson State’s St. Clair 
County campus in Pell 
City during the past year 
include:

•Adding cross 
country and e-sports to 
the athletics department.

•Four straight years of 
100 percent passing rate 
on the NCLEX nursing 
exam.

•Renewal of the 
Bridges to Baccalaureate 
research grant from the 
National Institutes of 
Health for another five 
years.

•Adding three new 
full-time instructors 
to meet the growing 
demand for classes.

•Partnering with other 
organizations including 
the Easter Seals of 
Birmingham to start the 
first and only charitable 
health clinic in St. Clair 
County.

•Continuing 
partnerships with 
area manufacturing 
companies. 

•Continuing to 
expand dual enrollment 

offerings to all St. Clair 
County and Pell City 
high schools.

•Participating in the 
Clean Home Alabama 
initiative.   

First class of respiratory therapy students graduates at Jeff State

Jefferson State Community College’s first class of respiratory therapy students graduated during 
2019.

Submitted photo
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By JIMMY CREED
Special to The Daily Home

The past year brought 
great change to the 
Alabama Institute for 
Deaf and Blind (AIDB) 
with plenty of new places 
and new faces to show 
for it. 

“I think we will look 
back and realize that we 
are living at a time in 
AIDB history when our 
institute is growing and 
thriving at a record-setting 
pace,” President Dr. 
John Mascia said. “Our 
programs are expanding 
and, most importantly, 
our student outcomes are 
improving.  It is a good 
problem to have when it 
is difficult to pick your 
favorite accomplishment, 
and that is certainly the 
case for me at this time.”

AIDB served more 
than 26,000 clients with 
disabilities statewide in 
2019, and Mascia says its 

“enrollment trend remains 
positive.” It also remains 
the third largest employer 
in Talladega County with 
1,243 employees, 991 of 
which work on a campus 
inside the city limits. 
PAYING RESPECTS 
TO FARMERS

Perhaps the most 
tangible example of 
AIDB’s continuing 
progress was the Joe 
Tom Armbrester facility, 
located behind the Helen 
Keller School on West 
McMillan Street. The 
facility, complete with a 
beautiful barn and lots 
of classroom space and 
room for agriscience 
projects, will be the home 
to multiple gardens, 
orchards, pastures, ponds, 
livestock chickens and 
more. 

Called “a treasured 
investment” at the ribbon-
cutting ceremony to open 
it last September, the 
facility was the lifelong 

dream of the late Joe Tom 
Armbrester, an avid local 
farmer and AIDB patron. 
An anonymous $1 million 
donation in his honor 
made the facility possible.

“The agricultural 
industry in Alabama 
generates a yearly 
economic impact of $70.4 
billion and produces 
580,295 jobs in the state,” 
Masica said. “We take 
great pride in the diversity 
of our people and in the 
diversity of our programs. 
Those with sensory loss 
need hands-on training, 
and agriscience allows 
our students to experience 
something new and 
challenging.”
A TRUE ROLE 
MODEL

The Alabama School 
for the Deaf welcomed 
the first deaf principal in 
its 162-year history with 
the arrival of 42-year-
old Paul Saunders for 
the 2019-20 school year. 

A Pittsburgh native, 
Saunders succeeded Paul 
Millard, who served in 
many capacities at ASD 
over several decades, 
including the last 10 as 
ASD principal. 

“As a deaf person, I 
am excited to be part of 
the Alabama Institute for 
Deaf and Blind family 
and what it stands for 
-- a model of excellence 
in providing what is best 
for our students here at 
ASD,” he said. 
MORE NEW FACES

The E.H. Gentry 
(EHG) Facility also 
welcomed a new leader 
as AIDB veteran Jessica 
Edmiston became its 
director. Edmiston has 
previously served as 
director of the AIDB 
Birmingham Regional 
Center and as assistant 
director of development. 

Also, Angela Harris 
Haynes is the new human 
resources director, and 
Jacque Cordle became 
AIDB’s new advancement 
officer for Marketing and 
Community Relations. 
Cordle succeeded Lynne 
Hanner who retired 
June 31 after 38 years of 
service to AIDB and the 
Talladega community. 
PARTNERSHIPS ALL 
AROUND

Through a 
subscription purchased 
by EHG, the city of 
Talladega is now the 
nation’s first community 
to be completely covered 
by Aira (pronounced “Eye 
Ra”) services for people 
who blind and visually 
impaired. Aira uses the 
internet to connect users 
to a trained professional 

agent who provides real-
time helpful information 
based on images provided 
through the user’s mobile 
phone or glasses.

Also, EHG has 
partnered with the 
Alabama Department of 
Rehabilitation Services 
to develop the nation’s 

CRADDOCK
Health Center Coosa Valley Medical Plaza

209 West Spring Street, Suite 200, Sylacauga, AL 35150

256-245-5241

Craddock Health Center physicians have a proud 
heritage of medical care dating back to 1912.

We accept most insurances
Visit our web-site at www.craddockhealthcenter.com

Physician on Call 24 Hours a Day • For an Appointment Call (256) 249-1100

AND WE’RE PROUD TO BE A PART OF SYLACAUGA COMMUNITY
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Laura G. Deichmann, 
M.D.

Walter Pinson,
M.D.

Imad Khdair, 
M.D.

Nazia Mohamed, 
M.D.

00
02

74
60

5r
1

Curtis & Son
Funeral Home

256-245-4361
1315 Talladega Highway • Sylacauga
1099 1st Street NW • Childersburg

Curtis and Son Funeral Home has been 
serving the Sylacauga and Childersburg 

area for more than 43 years.  We 
understand how difficult losing a loved one 
can be, and we truly care about those we 
serve, and make every effort to comfort 
each family who comes to us in need.

Whether your need is immediate or you wish to plan 
in advance, we are committed and available to give 
you the best possible guidance and support. Please 
contact us if you would like more information about 
our services.

Barry Curtis, Manager
& Elder Care Attorney
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Staff and students are ‘heart and soul’ of AIDB programs

Gov. Kay Ivey attended baccaulaureate services at AIDB last May.
Sydney A. Foster/Governor’s Office
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Southern Hospitality with True Family Warmth

Assisted Living Accommodations 
Village East’s spacious rooms and suites include a private bath, individual 
climate control, housekeeping, laundry, meals and snacks. Assisted Living 
residents enjoy the independence of their own suite, while knowing they have 
special assistance from a caring staff when needed. Invite your loved one for 

Why Not Come for a Visit 
Village East eagerly awaits your call to join our family. We invite you to schedule 
a complimentary lunch and tour today and experience our warm atmosphere 
and traditional way of living. 

Village East Assisted Living, 220 Kings Circle, Pell City, AL 35128 
http://villageatcooksprings.com/our-services/assisted-living/village-east/

Part of Village at Cook Springs 

A Noland Health Services 

 Senior Living Community 

Village at Cook Springs senior living community is proud to announce the opening of its latest development, 
Village East assisted living. Located in Pell City, Village East will offer the same high quality services enjoyed by 

residents of the Village at 
Cook Springs for decades. 
Now with priority 
access to the amenities 
and additional care 
levels of Village at Cook 
Springs should a need 
arise, Village East offers 
the same advantages 
of a large multi-level 
community.

dinner in the restaurant-style dining room where homemade savory meals 
are prepared fresh 
daily,  or enjoy a visit 
in the parlor with 
friends and family.

Call (205) 814-4200 today
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first program for individuals 
who are on the autism 
spectrum and also have 
hearing loss.
BREAKING GROUND 
WITH GALLAUDET

AIDB and Gallaudet 
University, the worldwide 
leader in deaf education, 
announced a partnership 
in early childhood deaf 
education that will address a 
lack of focus on accessible 
language. 

The new program, 
which will be housed on 
AIDB’s campus, will 
serve early interventionists 
and educators who are 
responsible for exposing 
deaf children to language. 
According to Gallaudet, 
educators from nine states 
across the Southeast will 
benefit from AIDB’s 
partnership with the 
university’s renowned 

Laurent Clerc National Deaf 
Education Center. 

The partnership, 
“establishes a first-of-its 
kind network of resources 
and tools for professionals 
and parents of deaf and hard 
of hearing children from 
birth through age 3.” 
PLENTY OF BUSINESS 
AT AIB

The Alabama Industries 
for the Blind (AIB) was the 
proud recipient of two new 
military contracts through 
the Defense Logistics 
Agency which will total 
more than $1.2 million in 
total sales. The contracts are 
for more than 88,000 items 
in addition to AIB’s exciting 
contracts with the U.S. 
military. 

Also, AIB’s State Use 
Law sales have risen by 
more than 9 percent for 
a total of more than $1.7 

million.
ACADEMICS ABOUND

AIDB’s educational 
programs continue to 
make unprecedented 
advancements in the arena 
of powering limitless 
futures for its students and 
educating the leaders of 
tomorrow. 

The Class of 2020 at 
the Alabama School for 
the Blind will experience 
almost unprecedented 
success with all seven of its 
seniors planning to pursue 
post-graduation educational 
plans. Six of the seven have 
been accepted into two- or 
four- year colleges and the 
seventh will enroll in the 
college prepatory program 
at EHG.

The ASD Middle School 
Math and Robotics teams 
have proven very successful 
locally and will soon travel 

AIDB continues to strive for improved outcomes for its students.
Sydney A. Foster/Governor’s Office

A total of nine students graduated from the Alabama School for the Blind 
during 2019.

Sydney A. Foster/Governor’s Office

The governor accepts a presentation from a member of ASD’s class of 
2019.

 Sydney A. Foster/Governor’s Office
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to major tournaments in 
New York and Texas. Also, 
VEX Robotics will partner 
with the National Technical 
Institute for the Deaf 
(NTID) Regional STEM 
Center at AIDB to host 
the Second Annual NTID 
Regional Stem Center 
(NRSC) Vex Robotics 
Tournament at ASD, which 
will bring more than 100 
participants to Talladega 
Feb. 27-March 1.
IMPROVEMENTS ON 
THE WAY

Two major capital 
improvement projects will 
go out for bid this month, 
including the razing of 
Rogers Hall on the Helen 
Keller School campus.  

It will be replaced 
by a new state-of-the-
art classroom space 
containing an art instruction 
curriculum room and media 
room as well as office 
and administrative space 
totaling almost 10,000 
square feet under roof. 

Graves Hall on the 
ASD campus will undergo 
a complete renovation that 
will encompass 31,000 
square feet under roof. 
The cost for the renovation 
of the dormitory and 
classroom areas, which will 

include new energy efficient 
windows, new roofing and 
insulation, a high efficiency 
heating and air system, new 
lighting, bathrooms and 
shower rooms, a complete 
fire protection system and 
all new furnishings, is 
estimated at $2.5 million.

“We want to say a 
special ‘thank you’ to 
Gov. Kay Ivey and her 
administration, the entire 
state legislature and 

Congressman Richard 
Shelby,” Mascia said. 
“We are truly appreciative 
of, and thankful, for the 
tremendous support we 
receive from all of them.

“We also very thankful 
for our staff and students. 
They are the heart and soul 
of our program, and they 
are our success story. We 
are deaf, blind and limitless 
in every sense of the word.”

Alabama School for the Deaf salutatorian Zachery Beaver with Gov. Ivey
Sydney A. Foster/Governor’s Office

Graduates and their family members were all smiles during AIDB’s 2019 
baccalaureate service.

Sydney A. Foster/Governor’s Office

“Our programs are expanding, and our student outcomes are improving,” 
AIDB president Dr. John Mascia said.

Sydney A. Foster/Governor’s Office
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By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

The 2019-20 academic 
year has been a successful 
one for Sylacauga City 
Schools, and things are 
on the right track for 
improvement, according 
to Superintendent Dr. Jon 
Segars.

Prior to being named 
superintendent in 2018, 
Segars was the system’s 
director of career and 
technical education and 
assistant principal at 
Sylacauga High School.

In looking back, he 
said the system has been 
successful in several areas 
including academics, 
career tech, athletics, 
overall safety and more. 
“We are on the right 
path.”

In 2019, Sylacauga 
City Schools earned an 
87/B on its report card 
released by the Alabama 
State Department of 
Education. The five-
point gain from 2018 is 
attributed to the academic 
growth at all schools and 
the graduation rate. 

Segars said, “We are 
excited about the jump 
in report card scores for 

our schools and the five 
point increase to an 87 
overall for the district. 
While a B is good, our 
goal is an A, and the 
key is constant support 
of our main effort: the 
classroom teacher. I am 
encouraged by the move 
and congratulate all our 
employees and this great 
community for taking this 
system to a new level of 
excellence.”  

More than 96 percent 
of students across the 
district surpassed the 
standards for growth on 
standardized tests, and the 
graduation rate exceeded 
95 percent. 

Other categories 
evaluated on the report 
card were academic 
achievement measured 
by test scores, college 
and career readiness, and 
chronic absenteeism.. 

The district provides 
career and technical 

education courses in 
grades 3 - 12, and 
students in the middle and 
high school grades have 
nearly 50 different course 
offerings from which to 
choose. In partnership 
with several colleges, 
students in grades 10 - 12 
also are afforded dual 
enrollment opportunities 
in career pathways and in 
core academic courses.

“Being able to offer 
college courses on 
campus has been a game-
changer for us,” Segars 
said.

In addition to 
improving its state report 
card score, the system 
also saw its share of 
county and state wide 
accomplishments. 

Last month, Josh 
Holcomb, an eighth-
grader at Nichols-Lawson 
Middle School, was 
named the 2020 Talladega 
County Spelling Bee 
champion.

Spellers competed for 
26 rounds. The Talladega 
County, Talladega City 
and Sylacauga City 
school systems were 
represented. Holcomb 
correctly spelled 27 
words during the bee. The 

student was asked to spell 
“solitaire” correctly to 
be named champion. The 
Nichols-Lawson eighth-
grader will advance to 
the Alabama Spelling 
Bee on March 21 at the 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. 

Josh’s sister, Caitlyn, 
a fifth-grader attending 
Pinecrest Elementary, 
finished second.

“They are such a 
dynamic duo, and we 
are really proud of them 
both for their hard work,” 
Segars said. 

The Sylacauga 
Board of Education also 
recognized its Teachers 
of the Year, during its last 
month.

Angela Formby, 
library media specialist at 
Indian Valley Elementary; 
Kate Barton, instructional 
support teacher, Pinecrest 
Elementary; Ashley 
Spencer, sixth-grade 

science teacher, Nichols-
Lawson Middle; and Lisa 
McGrady, health teacher 
at Sylacauga High; 
were named this year’s 
recipients. 

 “These are the best of 
the best,” Segars said. 

In addition to 
academic achievements, 
the system excelled in 
athletics, according to 
the superintendent. “Nine 
of our teams made the 
postseason,” he said, 
adding that he is proud 
of the student athletes, 
coaches and staff for their 
hard work and dedication.

Segars added the 
system’s fine arts 
programs continue to 
excel.

“We are fortunate 
to have an amazing 
band, choir and overall 
an excellent fine art 
program,” he said. “This 
summer, the show choir 
will attend a camp in 
Decatur, Illinois. This will 
be their first time, and 
we are excited for this 
opportunity for them.”

The superintendent 
also takes pride in the 
system’s approach to 
safety and security. 

Pinecrest Elementary 

and Sylacauga High are 
recipients of the Attorney 
General’s 2019 Certificate 
of Building a Culture for 
School Safety.

In March of 2019, 
Nichols-Lawson Middle 
School received the Safe 
Schools Initiative Award 
of Excellence for the 
second year in a row.

“We have School 
Resource Officers in all 
of our schools,” Segars 
said. “Their presence has 
really made a difference. 
They have become more 
than just officers to our 
students, they are mentors 
to them as well.”

The superintendent 
also takes pride in the 
system’s relationship with 
the Sylacauga community.

Vaden Toyota of 
Sylacauga presented 
a check for $1,225 to 
the Sylacauga City 
Schools Foundation 
on Wednesday. The 
dealership has been 
donating $25 per car sold, 
either new or used, to the 
Foundation since Aug. 1, 
2018.  The contributions 
have been directed solely 
to the advancement of the 
system’s Math Initiative, 
impacting all students in 
Sylacauga City Schools. 
To date, the dealership 
has donated more than 
$25,000 to the Foundation 
and the Math Initiative. 

The Sylacauga City 
Schools Foundation 
presented its 57th chair, 
honoring the Sylacauga 
High School Class of 
1962. The foundation 
was established in 1988 
by then-Superintendent 
Dr. Joe Morton and is 
dedicated to the support 
of Sylacauga schools in 
their quest for excellence. 

Each year, the 
Foundation awards 
thousands of dollars 
in classroom grants to 
support learning and 
purchase new technology 
learning tools such 
as iPads and Google 
Chromebooks. 

Since its inception, 
the Foundation has 
raised more than $1.2 
million in donations and 
awarded more than 1,000 
grants, affecting a total of 
355,680 students.

Sylacauga Board of 
Education members are 
Dr. Rekha Chadalawada, 
Janean Crawford, Melissa 
Garris, Dr. Steven 
Marlowe and Amy Price. BONE DENSITOMETRY 

Osteoporosis screening and monitoring
4D ULTRASOUND 

Incredible real-time images of your baby.
3D MAMMOGRAM AVAILABLE

J. Patrick Stewart, MD, F.A.C.O.G.

Lucy K. Ballard, MD, F.A.C.O.G.

Cynthia Cater, MD, F.A.C.O.G.

Cynthia Goldsmith-Fletcher, MD, F.A.C.O.G.

Lawrence Jones, MD, F.A.C.O.G.

Julie Facklam, C.R.N.P.

Hannah Strickland, C.R.N.P.

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS FOR 

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

901 Leighton Ave., Suite 501 • Anniston, AL 36207

(256) 237-6755

DIGITAL MAMMOGRAPHY
First in Calhoun County since August 2007 

with computer aided detection capability.
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•Routine Eye Exams •Trauma & Injury  
•Contact Lenses  •Eye Glasses 

•Macular Health Screening 
•Eye Disease Treatment
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FOCUSED ON YOU!

We accept: BCBS, Southland, Medicare, ALL Kids, 
Medicaid, VSP,  Healthspring, Blue Advantage, 

United Health Care/Spectera Vision, Eyemed & Viva 
Other type insurance may be accepted. 

Please call for verification.

109 Coosa St. East, Suite A
Talladega (Located Behind  Post Office)

256-362-4872

ALABAMA 
EYE CLINIC

JOSEPH SCHNORBUS, OD

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Expert Eye Care For 
The Entire Family!

Don’t Let Back Pain Get You Down

47795 US Hwy. 78
Lincoln, AL  

Lincoln Chiropractic 
& Wellness Center

205-763-2222

DR. ANDY WHIDDON, DC

w w w . l i n c o l n c h i r o p r a c t i c . o r g

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED

•Neck Pain
•Back Pain
•Herniated Discs 
•Congested Sinuses
•Headaches
•Allergies
•Sports Injuries 
•Auto/Personal Injury 
•Leg/Arm Pain

We offer all-natural treatment plans designed 
to alleviate the following conditions:

Awarded ASCA’s 2014 Young Chiropractor Of The Year 
& Chamber’s 2009 Small Business of the Year

000274695r1

Current school year is already a successful time in Sylacauga

Sylacauga High School is the recipient of a 2019 Certificate of Building a 
Culture for School Safety, presented by the attorney general.

Photo by BOB CriSP

Sylacauga’s teachers of the year are, from left, Lisa McGrady, Angela 
Formby and Kate Barton, with Dr. Jennifer Rosato, executive director of 
teaching and learning. Not shown is Ashley Spencer.

Submitted photo

Members of Sylacauga High School’s class of 2019 celebrate graduation 
with a selfie.

Photo by TUCKEr WEBB
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By VALLEAN JACKON 
Special to The Daily Home

Talladega College has 
started 2020 continuing 
its trend of campus 
renovations, academic 
expansion, increased 
student enrollment and 
the goal to continuously 
evolve as an institution to 
mold future generations. 

At the end of 
January, a ribbon cutting 
ceremony was held for 
two new buildings on the 

campus: the Dr. William 
R. Harvey Museum of 
Art and a 47,000-square-
foot student center. Both 
facilities have received 
high recognition for their 
purposes of preserving 
history and providing 
new facilities for students 
and staff. 

The Dr. William 
R. Harvey Museum of 
Art houses six revised 
Hale Woodruff murals, 
including his famous 
Amistad Murals.  The 

student center has 
a 2000-seat arena, 
banquet hall, restaurant, 
convocation center, 
computer lab, health 
care clinic, VIP suite, 
concession stand, coffee 
lounge and convenience 
store. 

Dr. Billy Hawkins, 
Talladega College’s 
president since 2008, 
believes that the success 
of the college comes 
from making sure the 
students are heard. 

He takes great pride 
in making sure the 
institution continues to 
expand and evolve.

Hawkins describes 
himself as a perfectionist 
because he believes 
perfection brings 
success. His constant 
goal year after year 
is to expand into new 
majors, curriculums and 
increase enrollment. To 
stay true to his beliefs, 
Hawkins is recruiting 
students to increase 

enrollment and have 
monthly meetings with 
the student government 
to hear students out on 
what they believe is 
going right, what needs 
to be corrected, and what 
can be done to further 
improve. 

Other significant 
achievements, 
accomplishments and 
aspirations at Talladega 
College during this 
past year include the 
following:

At the start of 2019, a 
new 103-suite residence 
hall opened.  It can 
accommodate up to 201 
students.  In addition, 
Hawkins was ranked 
first among the top 10 
dominant HBCU leaders 
of 2020 by HBCU 
campaign fund. 

Last October,  
recording artist and actor 
Max Schneider included 
Talladega College’s 
marching band in a 
music video. Within the 

Talladega College seeks to surpass 2019’s goals and accomplishments

Talladega College’s new 103-suite resident hall opened in early 2019. 
Photo by TUCKEr WEBB
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We’re taking away ALL of the excuses.

Register Today!

The completion of the college’s new student residence building was a much-anticipated accomplishment at the campus during the past year.  Steady 
increases in enrollment created the need for more dormitory space.

Photo by TUCKEr WEBB

same month, presidents of 
HBCUs met at the college 
to see the new progress of 
the campus, where they 
also enjoyed a performance 
by the band. 

In November, Talladega 
College, along with other 
colleges and universities 
in the state, participated 
in free college application 
week.

Academically, the 

college has successfully 
earned accreditation for 
another 10 years and is 
now able to offer for the 
first time an accredited 
online master of science 
degree in computer 
information systems 
graduate program. 

In the aspect of 
enrollment, the college had 
another spike for the 2019-
2020 year. The college now 

has approximately 1,230 
students, with the goal 
to continue to increase. 
Princeton Review lists 
Talladega College as one 
of the best colleges in the 
Southeast, and it was voted 
one of the best valued 
colleges in America by 
Kiplinger, said Hawkins.

Away from the campus, 
but still much related to 
education, in December, 

23 students visited Tokyo, 
Japan to experience and 
learn the culture of the 
country. Also in the same 
month, Hawkins served 
as the grand marshal for 
the Talladega Christmas 
parade. 

According to Hawkins, 
the amount of success the 
college has had this past 
year is too much to name, 
but it was definitely a busy 

year. 
For the remainder of 

2020, the goal is to surpass 
last year’s successes 
and continue to help 
students prosper and go 
on to graduate school, said 
Hawkins. 

With a background of 
education, compassion 
and leadership, 
Hawkins has garnered a 
considerable number of 

awards and recognition 
for his commitment and 
dedication but remains 
humble and determined 
to excel further. Though 
he has his own success, 
his main focus is the 
institution, its success in 
producing future leaders 
and making sure students 
graduate proud to call 
Talladega their college. 
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By DENISE SINCLAIR
Special to The Daily Home

Coosa Valley 
Medical Center (CVMC) 
celebrates 75 years 
of providing health 
care to Sylacauga and 
neighboring communities 
in 2020.

The medical center 
will continue to focus 
on the needs of the 
community and provide 
those health care 
needs, said Glenn Sisk, 
CVMC’s president and 
CEO. “It is a privilege to 
be here in Sylacauga for 
75 years.” 

Sisk said the hospital 
faces challenges now 
and in the future, as all 
health care providers do. 
“But CVMC’s future is 
bright,” he said

Vanessa Green, chief 
business development 
officer, said the hospital 
is working on a number 
of events which will be 
celebrated the entire year. 
“It will be a celebration 
of how this hospital takes 
care of patients, from 
1945 when the hospital 
opened until 2020.”

She said the year-
long celebration will 
look back at how the 
hospital was the only 
such facility, other than 
military hospitals, to 
open during World War 
II.

One major success 
the hospital will see 
this year in helping the 
facility financially is the 
change in Medicare and 
Medicaid payments from 
the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid (CMM),

Starting in the fiscal 
2020 year, the medical 
center will be reimbursed 
more on every dollar 
from CMM.

That reimbursement 
goes from 68 cents on a 
dollar to 81 cents, Sisk 
said. This change will 
bring rural hospitals 
closer to the level at 
which urban hospitals are 
reimbursed.

Sisk credits Dr. Seema 
Verma, administrator of 
CMM, and the Trump 
administration made 
these changes possible.

“Our representatives 
and senators in 
Washington were also 
helpful. This change 
will provide us with 
the ability to reinvest in 
CVMC, in our facilities, 
equipment and team 
members. Fifty to 
fifty-one percent of our 
patients are Medicare or 
Medicaid recipients,” he 
said.

In looking back at 
2019, Sisk and Green 
both agreed there are 

many positives, from 
recruitment of new 
physicians to new 
services. 

Three new physicians 
have located in 
Sylacauga, including 
the area’s first female 
OB/GYN, Dr. Emily 
McInnis, who returns to 
her hometown to join 
Dr. Jonathan Rehber’s 
practice. Her mother, 
Tracey Allen works in the 
pharmacy department at 
the medical center.

Dr. Jonathan 
Overcash comes to the 
medical center in general 
surgery with Dr. Juan 
Campos and Dr. Mathew 
Dimon’s surgical 
practice.

Joining Craddock 
Clinic in internal 
medicine is Dr. Nazia 
Mohamed.

Dr. Hilary Ragsdale 
will become part of 
the medical staff at 
CVMC in 2021. She is 
completing her residency 
at UAB. Her father is a 
long-time physician in 
Birmingham. She will be 
a hospital internist at the 
medical center, providing 
both inpatient and 
outpatient care working 
with the patient’s primary 
physician.

Opening at CVMC 
during the past year were 
a wound care center and 
an in-hospital apothecary.

The wound care 
center, directed by Dr. 
Regina Phillips and 
nurse practitioner Quincy 
Leach, is in the Medical 
Arts Building.

Sisk said CVMC 
gives patients a local 
option when they need 
wound care. “We have 
a large percentage of 
diabetics in our area that 
have to travel elsewhere 
for this care. Now they 
can get that care here at 
home,” he said. 

The Coosa Valley 
Apothecary opened in 
January of this year, 
but was in the planning 
stages in 2019.  The 
pharmacy provides ‘meds 
to beds’ with bedside 
prescription delivery as 
patients leave the hospital 
to go home.

The pharmacy is 
also open to the general 
public Mondays through 
Fridays. It is located in 
CVMC’s main lobby.

The hospital’s Senior 
Behavioral Unit was 
granted a state certificate 
of need to increase its 
occupancy from 15 beds 
to 20.  Because of its 
continuous 85 percent 
occupancy rate, the unit 
received the bed change. 

Green said Dr. 
Mathew Dimon, who 

specializes in general 
surgery has trained 
to provide bariatric 
surgery in Sylacauga. 
“The journey to having 
this program started 
six months ago. The 
program kicks off in 
approximately 30 days, 
and the surgery can be 
provided here,” she said.

“We are working 
on details to bring pain 
management care back 
to CVMC in 60 days or 
so,” the CEO said. Also 
this year, the hospital is 
recruiting a urologist to 
replace the retiring Dr. 
Mamoun Pacha. Sisk said 
Pacha has been serving 
Sylacauga as a urologist 
for over 30 years.

“He is slowing 
his practice down 
in preparation for 
retirement. It will be a 
difficult search to replace 
him. There are only so 
many doctors in this 
specialty. We want to 
make sure we get a well-
trained individual that is 
a fit for our community,” 
said Sisk.

The hospital will 
continue to work with 
the Alabama College of 
Osteopathic Medicine 
in Dothan to have third- 
and fourth-year medical 
students train at CVMC. 
“The college trains 
primary care physicians 
to serve in small 
communities. We have 
two students now rotating 
with various physicians 
here,” he said.

The CEO said CVMC 
wants to be the health 
care destination for the 
area.

Other plans for 
2020 include building 
a stronger hospital 
foundation that will help 
CVMC grow even more, 
allowing for financial 
resources to be folded 
back into the medical 
center.

Green said growth is 
coming to Childersburg 

with the expansion 
of Dr. Anthony Nix’s 
practice this year. A nurse 
practitioner is joining 
him.

Another program, 
the CVMC Auxiliary, 
gives back to the 
hospital annually to the 
tune of $50,000.  “This 
volunteer program is very 
meaningful to us. These 
volunteers are usually 
the first people one sees 
when coming into the 
hospital lobby.  They get 
you to where you need to 
be,” Green said.

She encourages 
anyone interested to 
call the hospital about 
volunteering for the 
auxiliary.

Sisk stressed the 
importance of the awards 
the hospital has received 
recently. These include: 
BCBS Distinction Center 
for Maternity Care; 
Home Health 5-Star 
Rating/Recognized as 
a Top Elite Homecare; 
Hospice Honors Awards 
Recipient (Patient 
Satisfaction Award); 
Gold Plus Stroke Award/
Emergency Department 
(2013-2019); and Beacon 
Award for Excellence/
ICU.

The hospital employs 
more than 550 team 
members. It generates 
a total labor income of 
$44,482,000.  Its total 
economic impact is 
$129,750,000, Sisk said, 
based on the U.S. Bureau 
of Economic Analysis.

 The hospital has 
at least 20 areas of 
medical specialization 
including cardiology; 
ear, nose and throat; 
emergency medicine; 
family practice; 
gastroenterology; 
internal medicine; 
OB/GYN; oncology; 
ophthalmology; 
orthopedics; pediatrics; 
psychiatry; pulmonary 
care; radiology; and 
urology.

000243444r1

Sick of 
Seasonal 
Allergies?

We offer a variety of testing options 
to get to the root of the problem and 
the latest treatments to quickly and 
effectively ease your symptoms.

SPECIALIZING IN:

Dr. Pramod

Bhatia

•Balloon Sinus Surgery
•General Ear, Nose & 
   Throat Diseases
•Allergy Testing

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU:
204 Medical Park - Talladega - Monday & Tuesday

7063 Veterans Parkway - Pell City - Thursday
1010 Christine Ave. - Anniston - Wednesday

256-761-1729 000274548r1

About Oak Circle Assisted Living
•16 bed, state licensed facility providing care to the 
  elderly and disabled 
•3 home cooked meals and 3 snacks daily, 
•Daily activities - Our activities include: Arts & craft s,
 Neurological stimulating games, Bingo, Board games,
 Exercising such as Yoga, Walking, and light Aerobics. 
•Laundry service and an onsite hair salon. 
•We also off er transportation assistance if needed. 
•Weekly church service and music. 

205-884-HOME
605 15th St N, Pell City, AL 35125
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All staff are trained in CPR and First Aid.
For more information call or stop by.

OAK CIRCLE
ASSISTED 

LIVING

CVMC: 75 years of providing health care to east-central Alabama

Coosa Valley Medical Center celebrates a significant anniversary in 2020.
File photo
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Our patient’s smiles say it all!

www.facebook.com/TalladegaDentist
BEN CONTRATTO, DMD

151 Stephen J. White Memorial Blvd. 
Talladega

Most Insurance Accepted
Open: Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

New Patients Welcome

Call for appointment

•General & Cosmetic Dentistry
•Preventive  •Restoration 

 •Teeth Whitening

256-362-8511
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Family DentistryKind, Caring & Complete

Dr. David H. Pickrell

Cheaha Eye Associates, P.C.
Optometrists

Offi ce Park East Suite F, 300 East St. No., Talladega
Member American Optometric Association

• Extended Evening Appointments Available •Saturday Appointments Available
•Comprehensive Eye Exams•Contact Lenses, Bifocal & Disposable

•No Line Bifocals •Latest Fashion Frames

NEWLY ACCEPTED INSURANCE
• Seniors First/Health Springs of Alabama

• Eyemed • Cigna
OTHER INSURANCES ACCEPTED

• Medicare • Blue Cross/Blue Shield • United Healthcare 
• Medicaid • National Vision Administrators • Spectera (Bell South) 

• Vision Choice Alliance (AEA) • Aetna Dr. David H. Pickrell

Call 362-5800 for appointment

188386

Call 256-362-5800 For Appointment
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HOURS: Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 8:30-5:00, 
Tues. 8:30-5:30 & Saturday 8:30-4:00 By Appointment

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 
• Contact Lenses 

(Bifocal & Disposable)
• No Line Bifocals 

• Latest Fashion Frames

MOST  INSURANCES 
ACCEPTED

Member American Optometric Association

Cheaha Eye Associates, P.C.
  Optometrists

Office Park East Suite F, 300 East St. N., Talladega

By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

During the past year, 
the Talladega City School 
System has had three 
overall areas of focus, 
according to curriculum 
coordinator Pattie 
Thomas.

First, she said, is a 
strong focus on positivity. 

“Talladega City 
Schools began the 2019 
year with an exciting 
visit from Dr. Ed Nichols 
during the annual 
institute assembly. Dr. 
Nichols’ message of 
positivity was brought 
to life as students were 
welcomed by school staff 
and community leaders 
during the annual first 
day of school ‘Walk 
of Champions.’ Many 
district supporters such 
as Heritage Hall, First 
Family Services, Historic 
Ritz Theatre, Talladega 
College, SAFE, Protocol 
School of Alabama/Millie 
Chastain, Talladega 
Realtors, Central 
Alabama Community 
College, Citizens Baptist 
Medical Center, First 
Bank of Talladega, and 
the City of Talladega 
employees were spotted 
at the school doors to 
cheer students as they 
entered the buildings. 

“Talladega City 
has chosen to use the 
powerful force of 
social media to open 
their school doors. 
Parents, unable to attend 
functions, can still be 
kept informed. Talladega 
City continues to offer a 
free downloadable app 
that allows parents to be 
connected to the schools. 
Menus, INOW access, 
calendars, and much 
more can be accessed.”

The next major area 
of focus is building and 
strengthening leaders. 

“Current 
administrators and 
identified staff leaders 
at each school were 
encouraged to attend the 
Leadership Blueprint 
Training with the 
Flippen Group,” Thomas 
explained. “This two 
day training, hosted 
at Citizens Baptist 
Medical Center, guided 
participants to learn more 
about their strengths, 
as well as areas of 
weakness.”

The building of 
leaders also included 
students, according to 
Thomas. 

“Talladega High 
School held a Pledge to 
Graduate Assembly for 
ninth grade students. 
Graduating seniors 
were in attendance to 

inspire, and parents 
wrote messages of 
encouragement. Principal 
Marvin Moten of 
Houston Elementary 
shared his personal 
journey with the young 
audience. Elementary 
and junior high school 
students have the 
opportunity to participate 
in Beta Club, the 
State Superintendent’s 
Art Exhibit, and the 
Talladega County 
Spelling Bee. These are 
some of the activities that 
help grow leaders.”

Building leaders also 
included extracurricular 
activities at Talladega 
High School. Football 
Coach Shannon Felder 
was nominated as FNN 
Coach of the Year 
and basketball Coach 
Chucky Miller earned 
State Coach of the Year 
designation. 

The football team 
made history this year 
when it won its first 
ever playoff game, at 
Montevallo, and then 
played its first home 
playoff game the 
following week. 

Coach Miller led his 
players to the state 4A 
basketball championship 
last year.  “Both teams 
have brought much pride 
to the system and city.  A 
true student leader on this 
team is Kobe Simmons 
who was chosen as 4A 
State Basketball Player of 
the year. 

The Talladega High 
band program, under 
the leadership of Ethan 
Owens, has seen much 
growth in the last year as 
well. New instruments 
have been added for the 
past two years and the 
band will be sporting 
new uniforms soon,” 
Thomas said.

The third focus was 
“overall improvements,” 
she continued.  “The 
State of Alabama 
released report cards and 
Talladega City received 
76/C.  We saw a decrease 
in chronic absenteeism 
and an increase in 
College and Career 
Readiness and Progress 
in English Language 
Proficiency. The district 
and schools continue to 
work on each part of the 
report card.  

 “Academically, the 
district has focused on 
retooling the programs 
already in place by 
providing professional 
development and support. 
Classworks offered 
training at each school 
site and Renaissance 
now has a new platform. 
STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering 

and Math) labs have 
grown with federal funds 
that were distributed 
this year. Each school 
is preparing for the new 
state test (ACAP) given 
this April. The district 
is very excited to have 
a special initiative at 
Talladega High involving 
all juniors and the 
ACT Test. Students are 
receiving coaching, 
encouragement, and 
feedback to show their 
individual growth. The 
system has seen growth 
in their Virtual School 
Program also, which 
allows students to get 
ahead in coursework 
and also aids those who 
cannot attend during 
regular school hours,” 
Thomas said.

 In addition, 
“technology across the 
district was included 
as a focus this year. 
Every teacher received 
a new computer. The 
system now has a new 
data center, which holds 
onsite data, making it 
safer and more efficient. 
A new backup system 
was also installed to 
protect Google files 
as a double measure. 
All first through third 
grade classrooms were 
equipped with audio 
enhancement equipment 
to aid teachers and 
students. Classrooms in 
the system are equipped 
with digital display 
boards and students have 
access to Chromebooks.” 

This year, 21st 
Century Afterschool 
Programs were added at 
two elementary schools, 
allowing learning to 
continue after normal 
school hours. “This 
allows students to have 
proper supervision, 
enrichment activities, a 
snack/dinner meal, and 
homework help five 
days a week by certified 
teachers. Last year, 
Houston Elementary was 
the only school with an 

afterschool program. 
To serve students at 
the secondary level, 
Talladega City added 
an after-school feeding 
program at Talladega 
High School. This 
program is open to any 
student 18 years old 
or under. Many of the 
high school athletes 
participated in the 
program. The program 
will resume when 
spring sports begin. 
The district is proud to 
continue serving up to 72 
pre-K students through 
the Office of School 
Readiness pre-K grants. 
Online pre-K registration 
is now available on the 
district website www.
talladega-cs.net under 
External Links.”

There has been in 
a strong focus in other 
areas as well, according 
to Thomas. 

“Talladega City 
has also focused on 
upgrading buildings 
and grounds across 
the district. Harwell 
Auditorium has been 
remodeled with new 
carpet, stage lighting, 
sound, and technology. 
Mary Dumas Stadium 
has received many 
improvements including 
a new concession stand 
with kitchen access. 
This spring, the girls’ 
softball team will 
enjoy a new fieldhouse 
and restrooms. The 
central office has been 
updated and the grounds 
improved to enhance the 
appearance. 

“The Talladega 
City School System, 
under the forward-
thinking leadership of 
Superintendent Tony 
Ball, will continue to 
tirelessly strive to help 
each student reach his 
or her fullest potential,” 
Thomas concluded. “As 
Helen Keller said, ‘Alone 
we can do so little; 
together we can do so 
much.’”

Talladega City Schools focus on positivity and overall improvement

The offices of the Talladega City Board of Education are at 501 South Street E.
File photo

Superintendent Tony Ball
File photo

CVMC: 75 years of providing health care to east-central Alabama
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Staff report

A local educator has 
received one of eight 
national grants, which 
will fund an initiative to 
connect education and 
mental health.

In December, 
Sycamore Elementary 
School counselor Lane 
Sanders was named a 
Grant in Place Fellow 
by the Rural Schools 
Collaborative. She is one 
of eight educators from 
across the country to 
receive the designation.

Fellows receive 
$2,000 grants to support 
their place-based 
project, a professional 
development 
presentation and an 
honorarium. Sanders 
said her presentation, 
“The Portrait of Mental 

Health,” explores the 
connection between 
mental health and the 
arts.

“Research shows 
that exposure to the arts 

helps those who are 
faced with mental health 
problems,” Sanders 
said. “It allows them 
to express themselves 
freely and even has been 
shown to help decrease 
disciplinary issues.” 

Beginning this year, 
the funds will be used to 
establish a partnership 
between Sycamore 
students and staff at 
Talladega College to 
offer arts education to the 
entire student body at the 
Talladega County school.

“Our school doesn’t 
currently have any type 
of art or music program,” 
Sanders said shortly 
after receiving the grant. 
“We are excited to be 
able to give them this 
opportunity.”

The counselor 
added the art classes 

will involve all types 
of mediums and will be 
scheduled twice a month. 

“Our hope as a 
school is that, with 
the implementation 
of an arts curriculum, 
there will be a positive 
impact in the lives of 
the students and foster 
a warm, compassionate 
and enjoyable school 
culture,” Sanders said. 

She has served as 
school counselor at 
Sycamore Elementary for 
five years. 

Prior to becoming 
a counselor, she taught 
math for 11 years at 
Sylacauga High School.

The Rural Schools 
Collaborative was 
launched in 2015 
with the goal of 
building sustainable 
rural communities 
through a keen focus 
on place, teachers 
and philanthropy. The 
nonprofit organization’s 
national headquarters are 
in Monmouth, Illinois, 
courtesy of Monmouth 
College and the 
Galesburg Community 
Foundation. 

Alabama is home to 
one of its eight regional 
hubs, at the University 
of West Alabama  The 
hubs comprise and help 
define a flexible and cost-
effective infrastructure 
for the organization, and 
the relationship between 
the hubs and RSC are 
mutually beneficial, 
according to RSC 
officers.  Other hubs 
are in California, the 

Northern Rockies, North 
Dakota, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Missouri and 
New England.

Sycamore Elementary 

School  is the only 
school in Alabama to 
receive one of the 2019-
20 Grants in Place.

All-In-One Dental Implant Process
Free Implant Consultations

 

SMILESMART
Save up to $250 a year with our in-house

SMILESMART Savings Plan!

$79 New Patient Special
Includes Exam, Cleaning, and X-Rays

8125 Parkway Drive
Leeds, AL 35094

Call today 

205-699-2551
or visit www.koplondmd.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8AM-5PM
DR. SCOTT KOPLON, DMD DR. ADAM KOPLON, DMD

Serving the Leeds community, St. Clair County and Greater Birmingham

Our mission is to provide all-in-one dental care under our roof. Our 
dental office is located in Downtown Leeds, just a 10-minute drive 
from Downtown Birmingham. You’ll find us in a historic landmark 

we’ve called “home” for more than 25 years. After your first visit, we 
hope you consider us your home for all your dental needs.

•Dental Implants
•All-on-4 Implants
•Snap in Dentures

•Dentures
•Sedation Dentistry
•Emergency Care

•Root Canals
•Veneers
•Same-Day Crowns

•Restoration Crowns
•Teeth Whitening
•Invisalign Clear Aligners

•Preventative Dentistry
•Bridges
•Gum Grafting

DENTAL SERVICES

MONTHLY SPECIALS

Let up help you achieve your best smile yet.
Schedule your free consultation now - 205-699-2551

000274693r1

FREE 
Services 
and 
Training!

ARE 
YOU?

WORKFORCE
READY!

000274970r1

CONTACT SAFE Family Services Center
78 Betsy Ross Lane • Sylacauga, Alabama

256-245-4343

ELIGIBILITY 
BASED 
OPPORTUNITIES
•Earn $ As You Learn
•On The Job Training
•Work-based Learning 
•Scholarships
•Pre-Apprenticeships
•Apprenticeships

www.safefamilyservicescenter.com

safefamilyservicescenter

safefamilyservicessylacauga

safefamilyservicessylacauga

SAFE
WORKFORCE READY!

F
O
L
L
O
W

U
S

AVAILABLE
SERVICES
•Enrollment in GED
  Program
•Career Development
  Training
•Job Placement 
  Assistance
•Opportunity for Paid
  Internship

 National grant to fund local school’s education-health initiative

Sycamore Elementary School, now in its new building, is home to a 2019 
Grant in Place Fellow of the Rural Schools Collaborative.

Submitted photo

Lane Sanders
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TALLADEGA COUNTY SHERIFF JIMMY KILGORE would like to remind all residents of Talladega 
County that it is not policy to call or contact citizens to tell them there is a warrant for their arrest.  More 
importantly, deputies will not ask for money, or demand that a resident send money to take care of any 
situation.  A simple phone call to one of the offices can verify if there is a warrant for their arrest.  
In recent months, there has been a rash of fraudulent telephone-oriented schemes.  The most recent scam 
is that the caller is from the court system and the victim did not appear for jury duty.  The caller then instructs 
the victim to drive immediately and purchase a prepaid debit/credit card for an amount that differs each 
time, and read the card information off to them over the telephone.  Once the caller has that information, and 
transfers the money from the card, it is almost impossible to trace, much less retrieve the funds.  The people 
perpetrating these crimes are primarily out-of-state and outside the United States.  When Investigators start 
tracing phone calls, those numbers are no longer in service, or the callback goes into a constant loop.  It is 
almost impossible to apprehend or prosecute these predators.    
The callers also use an app to make the number they are calling from appear to be one of the Sheriff’s 
Office telephone numbers.  They then use a common name such as Sgt. Smith or Deputy Jones to identify 
themselves and they have even stated they are with agencies, that 
although sometimes are fictitious, sound intimidating.
Sheriff Kilgore also warns citizens not to give out social security 
numbers or bank account numbers over the telephone.  As tax 
season is here, remember the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
typically contacts taxpayers via good old-fashioned mail through the 
United States Postal Service.  “Your bank will know your account 
numbers.  All you should ever have to relay to the caller is some 
security information, such as a mother’s maiden name, or the 
answer to some other pre-selected security question,” advises 
Sheriff Kilgore.      
Often the targeted victims are elderly or people who have never had 
any interaction with law enforcement.  Citizens who have received 
similar calls or been victimized by scammers are encouraged to 
contact the Sheriff’s Office at 256-761-2141 or 256-245-5121.

SHERIFF

SAYS:
JIMMY KILGORE

000274753r1

Talladega’s new mayor: ‘We have work to do’

The historical significance of Timothy Ragland’s election as mayor of Talladega isn’t lost on the young official, who is seeking to promote unity and 
progress in the city he grew up in.  “If we can continue to come together, we can achieve anything,” he said.  

Photo by KELLI TIPTON
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TALLADEGA & ST. CLAIR COUNTIES
Start your Apartment Search here!
New Friends. New Beginnings.

Nestled in a quiet neighborhood, 
surrounded  by Logan Martin Lake, 
River Bend Apartments offers quiet, 

clean and affordable apartment living.

River  Bend
Waterfront Apartments

1 Bedroom              - $570 mo.
2 Bedroom starting at - $600 mo.
3 Bedroom starting at - $800 mo.

Visit www.river-bend-apts.com for a virtual tour!

(205) 884-4400 • (800) 226-4402 • riverbendapts@centurytel.net

•Swimming Pool •Boat Launch & Boat Parking •Playground 
•Laundry Room •Fitness Center •Washer/Dryer Connections 

•Dishwasher • Central Heat & Air

One and Two Bedroom Apartments
For Elderly – Disabled – Handicap

Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
ON-SITE MANAGER AND MAINTENANCE 

PERSONNEL

Phone (256) 245-6500
TDD#s: 1-800-548-2547 (V) | 1-800-548-2546 (T/A)

For the deaf and hearing impaired only

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

HANDICAP
ACCESSIBLE

Marble Valley Manor
2115 Motes Road • Sylacauga, AL 35150

THE PARK ON 23rd - 4 blocks

256-369-9774

2301 Motes Rd., 
Sylacauga, AL 31550

Childersburg, AL
256-369-4606

256-249-3828

296 Oak St. West, 
Sylacauga, AL 31550

Crestview 
Apartments

256-397-5483

NOW
LEASING

In Sylacauga,  
Childersburg & 
Alexander City

Come Join Our Family

Jubilee Townhomes

205-338-2253
3 & 4 Bedroom Townhomes | $710/3BR & $830/4BR.
Offering garages and numerous other wonderful amenities.

Located approx. 1/2 miles from Walgreens on Hazelwood Drive
Tdd (hearing impaired) #: 1-800-548-2546

Clarion Cove 2610 18th Ave. South,
Pell City, AL 35128

Conveniently located just off Martin Street South, Clarion Cove offers a peaceful 
living environment, yet city conveniences are only minutes away.

Energy efficient apartment homes and townhomes offering: superior kitchens with 
electric range, refrigerator, dishwasher, ample storage, washer dryer connections 
and much more. Clarion Cove also offers a beautiful clubhouse with a computer 

center, free WIFI, laundry facility and manicured landscaping.

Call 205-338-7007Now Pre-Leasing!

For qualified applicants

1103 23rd St. N.
Pell City, AL 35125

205.338.4922

NEW OWNERSHIP - NEW LOOK

Great Location:
Minutes to I-20 & Only 

10 Miles to Honda
Corporate Apartments 

Available

Great Features:
•Spacious 1, 

2,and 3 Bedroom 
Apartments

•Full Size Washer & 
Dryer Connections
•Playground & Pool

•24 Hour Emergency 
Maintenance

Ashley Manor 
Apartments

1-2-3 Bedroom Apartments
•Frost-free Refrig. / Dishwasher / Laundry Hook-up
•Lake/Picnic Area/Pool/Clubhouse
•Mini-blinds •Self Cleaning Oven
•Unique 2 & 3 BR Floorplans ground level 
  w/outdoor storage

$595-$915

95 Ashley Dr.
Moody, AL 35004

205.640.1449
ashleymanorapartments.net

Located at 600 South Broadway, Sylacauga, AL

Under New Management

Visit Us Online @ www.sylacaugaoaks.com
256-245-0371

the OAKS
is 

NOW LEASING
1, 2 AND 3 BEDROOM

Townhouse Apartments
NEWLY RENOVATED

Autumn
Trace

Apartments

256.249.2126
1400 Autumn Lane 

Sylacauga
1, 2, 3 Bedrooms, all electric, private balconies 

and patios, W/D conn, on-site laundry mat, video 
surveillance. Garbage and pest control included.

NOW LEASING 
FOR SYLACAUGA GARDEN APARTMENTS  I, II, III

AND HERITAGE.
1 & 2 BR for individuals and families. Amenities include: Fully furnished 

kitchen, Carpet & Vinyl, Gazebo & Playground, Maintenance & Lawn Care, 
On site management office, W&D hookups, Garbage service provided. 

256-245-6656
For additional info contact Site Manager at

1900 Garden Drive – Sylacauga
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By KELLI TIPTON 
Special to The Daily Home

When Talladega Mayor 
Timothy Ragland was sworn 
into office last November, 
he made history as the city’s 
first African-American 
mayor and, at 29 years 
old, the youngest mayor to 
be elected in more than a 
century. 

But while he was 
“prepared and looking 
forward” to serving as the 
city’s mayor, the intensive 
national media coverage that 
followed his victory at the 
polls took him by surprise. 
He was featured as “breaking 
news” on network television 
and affiliate stations. 

 “In my very first 
interview, I was shaking. I 
don’t know if the interviewer 
could tell it, but, yeah, it 
was very nerve-wracking. I 
had to make sure I said the 
right thing. And then when I 
looked at the interview later, 
I thought I looked stupid,” 
Ragland said with a laugh.

Headlines in magazines 
published from Texas to New 
York and countless online 
news sites mentioned his 

skin color before his age, and 
he wasn’t offended by that.

“I’m always aware 
that I’m a black man. I’m 
constantly reminded in 
good ways and, at other 
times, not so good ways. 
I wasn’t offended by the 
headlines because I think 
about my grandparents and 
my great-grandparents who 
told me they never thought 
they would in their lifetime 
see the day that a black 
person would be the mayor 
of Talladega, let alone, their 
grandson.”

And after 100 days in 
office, he is more relaxed in 
front of the media, but he 
is most comfortable behind 
the desk in his office at city 
hall, answering calls from 
officials and residents of the 
town he was born, raised and 
educated in.

“I grew up in the 
Knoxville community, right 
off the street where I still 
live, and spent many days 
riding my bike around the 
neighborhood and playing 
outside with my friends and 
cousins. We played ball, and 
some video games, but we 
played outside a lot. 

“I remember Mrs. Golden 
and Mrs. Green. We called 
them ‘the candy ladies.’ They 
had fruity candies and icees, 
which was basically frozen 
Kool-Aid in a little cup, for 
the kids to stay cool in the 
summertime while playing 
outside,” he said.

“I attended Houston 
Elementary School, and I 
remember my second grade 
teacher, Debbie Houston. 
She was the one who sparked 
my interest in politics. She 
said to me, ‘You could be 
president one day,’ and I 
thought I could. 

“And that’s not 
necessarily something that I 
want to do now, but it made 
me think about politics, 
and I started reading about 
presidents and their lives and 
the routes that they took to 
get to the presidency, and 
I learned that presidents or 
people in politics can help 
people out a lot. So that kind 
of started me on that path,” 
he said.

And there were other 
Talladega City educators 
who encouraged him in high 
school.

“Mr. Ryan Dawson, 

who’s still at the high school, 
told me after I gave a speech 
in class, ‘You’re going to be 
a lawyer or a politician.’ 

“And my English teacher, 
Mr. Monte Abner, who 
now has a doctorate and is 
principal at McAdory Middle 
School, was a great influence 
on me and a lot of other kids, 
whether they were in his 
class or not. There were a lot 
of talks about college and 
life, and he coordinated after-
school programs and summer 
camps. He took us on trips 
and made us memorize 
poetry that I can still recite 
to this day,” he said with a 
smile.

Ragland joined the Army 
in his junior year of high 
school to pay for his college 
education. He completed 
basic training during his 
senior year of high school 
and then advanced military 
training, before working 
in Lincoln for Honda 
Manufacturing suppliers. 

He enrolled in Marion 
Military Institute in 2012 and 
graduated with an associate’s 
degree. He transferred 
to Auburn University at 
Montgomery where he 

earned a bachelor of science 
degree in political science 
and government.

He is a third year law 
student at Thomas Goode 
Jones School of Law, but 
he is taking a break to 
concentrate on his mayoral 
duties.

Ragland’s political 
experience includes 
working with the Alabama 
Democratic Party in various 
capacities and on several 
Democratic campaigns, 
including the gubernatorial 
campaign for Walt Maddox, 
who currently serves as 
mayor of Tuscaloosa, and 
Hilary Clinton’s presidential 
campaign. He also worked to 
help elect Democratic Sen. 
Doug Jones in 2017. 

Ragland said he first 
considered staging his own 
campaign for  public office 
in 2015.

“And then I thought, 
nobody’s gonna vote for me 
because I’m 25 years old. 
But while I was in those 
positions, I  learned how 
to run a campaign, because 
in each one, I had more 
responsibility than the last. 
It kind of reassured me that I 

could do this,” he said.
Ragland’s first 100 days 

in office have been filled 
with speaking engagements, 
phone calls from 
constituents, meetings with 
city council members and 
leaders in business, industry 
and education.

He feels his age is now 
an advantage to him.  “I’m 
not super young, but I’m not 
considered old either, so I 
can see both sides of issues. 
One day I will be in my 50s, 
60s and 70s, and I think 
about how to move the city 
in a direction that will enable 
it to offer services to those 
age groups. 

“But I’m also young 
enough to know what people 
my age and younger relate 
to and the things that they 
need to stay in the city, to 
work and live and enjoy it,” 
he said. “And we have work 
to do. There’s no doubt about 
that, but I think if we can 
continue to come together, 
we can achieve anything.”
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By VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Harper Bell is the first 
female kicker for Pell City 
High School’s football 

team, and the remarkable 
achievement all began 
with a goal to be more 
outgoing.

“I said to myself 
that for my senior year, 

I wanted to be more 
outgoing and take risks, 
and anything I set my 
mind to I try to achieve it,” 
she said.

Harper is definitely 

an achiever.  She has 
managed to maintain her 
grades while also earning 
PCHS’ most valuable 
player award in soccer 
and making local football 

history. With graduation 
approaching in May, she 
is ranked 9th in a class of 
267 seniors, with a 4.35 
grade point average. 

Her accomplishments 

in soccer led to her joining 
the Panthers football team.

“Coaches had been 
trying to get me to try 
out for football since my 
sophomore year because 

Kicker’s first field goal at Pell City is ‘one for the books’

Harper Bell, the Pell City High School football team’s first female place kicker, practices prior to the start of the 2019 football season.  She’s currently 
enjoying her senior season on the varsity soccer team.

Photo by TUCKER WEBB
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of watching me play soccer, 
but it is something I never 
took seriously,” Harper said. 
“I took it more as a joke and 
brushed it off.”

Her parents, Katrina and 
Randy Bell, were just as 
flattered as Harper, but they 
initially had the same view 
their daugher did. Eventually, 
Harper decided to pursue 
the opportunity, but it was 
not until the day her dad was 
taking her to football tryouts 
that it all became a reality.

“I think my dad was 
happier than I was for 
me to try out because 
watching football together 
is something that we do,” 
she said. But, as she felt that 
making the football team 
might just involve wearing 
a uniform and watching 
the other players, her 
expectations weren’t high.   

“When it came to my first 
game, I honestly thought I 
was just going to sit on the 
bench, but I was prepared 
either way. The minute 
Coach (Robert) Lee pointed 
to put me in to kick a field 
goal, I had a lot of emotions 
going on and just kept 
telling myself not to miss. 
Everything in between and 
some after is a blur.”

The kick was successful, 
and the crowd went crazy. “I 
heard the crowd and for the 
first time saw the support I 
had behind me,” said Harper. 

Her efforts on the field 
have inspired many in the 
school and community.

“I am genuinely excited 
and proud of Harper, but 
that day she made that field 
goal, it was a moment for the 
books,” said Ganae Gaines, 
PCHS assistant principal and 
Harper’s former AP biology 
teacher. 

Harper remains humble 
and still seems in awe of her 
accomplishment and being 
seen as a role model. “I never 
thought I would have an 
impact on other generations 
or give some people the 
courage to try something 
new.” 

She describes herself 
as hardworking and driven, 
believing that if she sets her 
mind to something it can be 
achieved. She only wishes 
she had tried out for football 
sooner.  “It is something I 
would definitely be interested 
in doing again if I had the 
chance.”

Being part of the football 
team, traditionally a male-
oriented environment, was 
a “great experience,” she 
said.  “One would think there 
might be a tad of tension 
with a female joining the 
team, but it was completely 

the opposite. Though I was 
the only female on the team 
of sixty males, they all 
supported me and welcomed 
me as part of the team.  I had 
doubts at first of coming in as 
the only girl and disturbing 
bonds that have been formed 
for years, but they were all 
accepting. They helped me 
get through the season and 
I thank them so much for 
doing so.”

As much as she loves 
sports, Harper is more so 
focused on her education. 

Upon graduation, she plans 
to attend the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham to 
study biomedical science. 

“I made the choice of 
UAB based on my major 
and my choice not to play 
sports currently. If the time 
presents itself, then possibly, 
but I’m more focused on my 
prerequisites for medical 
school.”

She aspires to be a 
radiologist and is determined 
to achieve the title of doctor 
to go in front of her name 

one day.
From being her teacher to 

being her assistant principal, 
Gaines says she has  enjoyed 
seeing Harper evolve each 
year into the leader and the 
dedicated and ambitious 
young woman she is today.  
“She’s a great athlete, but she 
loves her academics. If she 
has the time for it, I believe 
she will pursue sports, 
but initially her education 
and future career are most 
important to her.”

Harper is currently 

playing her senior year of 
soccer at PCHS, and she 
hopes her history-making 
turn as a football player will 
serve as a legacy others will 
benefit from.

“My advice to pass to 
athletes and students is to 
step outside of your comfort 
zone, manage your time 
wisely,” she said.  “If you’re 
juggling grades and sports, 
be just as committed to 
your education as you are to 
sports.”

205-525-5122

Bienviendos! 
Join us for 
some good 

Mexican food 
and drinks!

51 Vaughan Lane, 
Pell City 

(Walmart 
Shopping 
Center)

General Manager - Luis Barragan

Mon. - Thursday 
11 am-9:30 pm

Fri. 11 am-10:30 pm
Sat. 11 am-10 pm
Sun. 11 am-9 pm

DINE IN • DELIVERY • PICK-UP

CUSTOM PIZZA

STROMBOLIS, HOAGIES 
& CHICKEN ALFREDO

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

BEST PIZZA IN TOWN!
DOUGH & PRODUCE FRESH DAILY

65290 AL Hwy. 77 • Talladega
       256-362-3339

MILLERS
BBQ

405 Ft. Lashley Ave., Talladega
256-761-0187

CAN’T GET OUT 
FOR LUNCH?

CALL US - 
WE’LL DELIVER!

---->OPEN DAILY<----
Sun. - Wed. 11AM - 9PM
Th ur. - Sat. 11AM - 10PM

 Margaritas

Hwy 231 South
Town Park Plaza • Pell City, AL

205.884.2195

DAILY
LUNCH SPECIALS

We have a large room to 
host your Special Event, 

Birthday Party, etc...
Call  today 

to book your 
Reservation!

Specializing In:
Specialty Coffees, 
Homemade 
Pastries & Treats

709 E. Battle St.,Talladega
(Inside Domino’s Bldg.)

256-480-3132

WE CATER

FULL MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

1700 Martin St. N. Pell City

205-338-1443

www.gimmegrub.com/goldenrule

•BBQ Plates •Ribs •Brisket 
•Chicken •Steak 
•Fish & Seafood 

•Sandwiches and Desserts

WE CATER

1700 Martin St N Pell City

2401 Stemley Bridge Rd. |  Pell City 
Cropwell Commons Shopping Center

205-884-3625

Open Mon-Sat 11am-9pm

Steaks, Specialty Salads and 
Sandwiches, Hamburgers,

Wings  and more!

Open Tue-Thur 10:30am-6pm
Fri-Sat 10:30am-8pm

CALL-INS WELCOME!
2300 Cogswell Ave. • Pell City, Alabama

Call (205) 814-3647

BUDDY’S  BBQ
103 Haynes St., Talladega

256-362-8851
FULL BREAKFAST MENU
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Open M-F 6 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sat. 6 a.m.-2 p.m.

Meat, 2 Vegetables, 
Bread & Drink $7.99

Hibachi   Sushi   Asian
111 Stephen J. White Blvd. 

Suite 115, Talladega • 256-268-8608

LUNCH SPECIALS
Hibachi and Asian Wok ~ 11 am - 2:30 pm

DINE-IN OR TAKE-OUT

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 11 am - 2:30 pm and 4:30 pm - 9 pm;  
Sat. 11 am - 9:30 pm; Sun. 11 am - 9 pm

Serving Sake, Beer & Wine
•Appetizers
•Lo Meins
•Soups and Salads

 
•Asian Wok Entrees
•Fried Rice
•Sushi Rolls and Dinners

4852 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City 35125

ASIAN
RESTAURANT

Sushi,  Hibachi,
Asia n Wok, Full  Ba r

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Thurs 11 am - 9 pm,

Fri - Sat 11 am - 10 pm, Sun 11 am - 9 pm

Order online at Oishiasian.com

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT

205-338-7775

Downtown Childersburg
918 1st Street SW

256-346-3511
Dine in or carry-out

OPEN TUESDAY – SUNDAY

PIZZA •PASTA •ROLLS •SUBS

The Italian Cafe

SHACKTHE

7744 Stemley Bridge Rd.
Talladega | 256.268.2005

FAMILY OWNED

HOURS: Sun.-Thurs. 10 am - 7 pm
Fri.-Sat. 10 am - 8 pm

The 
Three 
Earred 
Rabbit

LEEDS 
205-702-6109 

TRUSSVILLE 
205-655-2000

VOTED BEST 
CAKES

Th eTh reeEarredRabbit.com

CATERING 
& MORE

MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT
75301 Hwy. 77, Lincoln

 205-763-2266

Welcome To

5 Crawford Street • Lincoln, AL
205.548.1902

Coffee • Cafe • Community
Open Tu-Fr 6 am-6 pm, Sa 7 am - 6 pm

612 Martin St. So., Pell City
205-338-TACO (8226)

‘

Traditional Mexican Dishes

Every Day Should Be Tuesday

200 Vaughan Lane, 
Pell City, AL  

Pell City / Ashville 
Exit 158 off I-20

(205) 338-4801

LUNCH BUFFET 
SAT & SUN 

11-2 PM

Open Mon-Sat 
11am-10pm 

Sun 
11am-9pm

NEW LUNCH 
SPECIALS
Mon thru Fri

107 Johnson Ave. • Talladega

256-362-0505

First House
Chinese Restaurant

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT
Business Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs. 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m., 
Fri. & Sat. 11:00 a.m.-10:30 p.m.

Sunday 11:30 a.m. -8:30 p.m.

Fincher’s 
Real Delite
Home Cooked Daily 

Lunch Specials
Catfish, Burgers, 

BBQ, Hand Dipped 
Ice Cream, & 

MUCH MORE!

256- 362-2174521 N East St, 
Talladega

SOUTHERN HOMESTYLE
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 

STARTING AT $6.99
Come try our handcut ribeyes, hand 

battered chicken wings & fi ngers, oysters, 
fresh shrimp (grilled or fried)

710 E. Battle Street • Talladega • 256-315-0600

CATFISH 
SHRIMP BOIL

GRILLED SALMON

Harper Bell’s first 
field goal of the 2019 
football season put her 
in the history books at 
Pell City High School.

Photo by TUCKER WEBB
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By VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Ivy McDaniel 
understands that in life we 
all fall short at some point, 
but that does not have to 
keep us from fulfilling our 
purpose.

Helping others come 
to that realization is why 
the Pell City resident 
founded We Win Recovery 
in partnership with TeeJay 
Wilson, owner of Fresh 
Start Recovery Ministries 
in Lincoln.  McDaniel’s 
endeavors garnered her 
a nomination for the 
Pell City Chamber of 
Commerce’s Citizen of the 
Year award.  

We Win Recovery is 
a nonprofit therapeutic 
education development 
center for individuals and 
families that have been 
affected by substance 
abuse and criminal justice 
issues.  Its mission is 
to remove the stigma 
associated with such issues 
so that those who are 
suffering will find the help 
they need.

The organization also 
provides resources and 
re-entry services for those 
who are coming out of 
long-term incarceration, 
hosts weekly Alcoholic 
Anonymous and Narcotics 
Anonymous meetings 
and collaborates with 
the Wellhouse to provide 
educational classes to 
the survivors of human 
trafficking.

The motivation 
behind We Win Recovery, 
McDaniel said, was to 
create an environment 
that says “no matter 
the situation, we can 
overcome it and together 
we win.  A criminal justice 
major  at Jacksonville 
State University, she is 
a proponent of recovery 
and rehabilitation.  “I 
have always been the 
rehabilitation type. I 
believe anybody can be 
rehabilitated to some 
extent and believe it 
should always be an 
option.”

We Win Recovery 
started as a drug awareness 
and prevention program 
with the goal to removing 
stigmas and stereotypes. 
Since it launched in 
August of 2017, its 
services and programs 
have greatly expanded.

“All under one 
umbrella we have AAA 
and NA meetings, human 
trafficking survivor 
classes, relapse prevention, 
anger management, a 
re-entry out of prison 
program, drug awareness 
and prevention, mentors 
and more,” said Wilson. 

We Win Recovery 
also hosts Fourth of July 
and Iron Bowl parties 
every year for recovering 
individuals to attend. “We 
chose those two days 
because numbers over 
the years have proven in 
Alabama that individuals 
tend to relapse more on 
those days than the rest of 
the year. The parties help 
to create an environment 
where fun can be had, 
but the temptation is 

eliminated,” said Wilson. 
He is the owner of 

Fresh Start Recovery 
Ministries in Lincoln, 
a year-long treatment 
program for men.  “I call 
it spiritual boot camp. 
Our purpose is to help 
build you up. It is easy to 
stay sober in a controlled 
environment, but the hard 
part is staying sober when 
you are not in one and that 
is what we aim to work 
towards.” 

McDaniel is a 
counselor at Fresh Start 
Recovery and they are 
both basketball coaches at 
Talladega College. 

Both believe that 
success is not defined 
by what you have gone 
through, but how you got 
through it. Individually, 
they have had their share 
of battles, but not only 
have they overcome them, 
but they are working to 
help others see the light 
that they see.

“Life for me growing 
up, I never really fit in. 
I got addicted to drugs 
early and dropped out of 
school in the eleventh 
grade,” said Wilson. “I am 
happy I do not look like 
what I have been through. 
If only I had a dollar for 
every time someone says 
I do not look over twenty 
five and I am forty two 
currently.”

“For me, I grew up 
very poor and endured 
being bullied because 
of it.” McDaniel recalls.  
“My advice for family 
members with loved 
ones needing or going 
through any kind of 
recovery would be to 
get some treatment for 
themselves. As that 
support person, they have 
become wrapped up in that 
addiction. You can lose 
yourself in the process. 
Everyone involved, even 
kids, get affected in some 
way. The most rewarding 
aspect of what we do is 
watching children be able 
to go home and seeing the 
individuals succeed after 
knowing what they have 
been through.”

According to Wilson, 
the first step in winning 
the battle is “admitting 
you need help. Help is not 
defined as something is 
wrong with you.  That is 
the negative stigma that 
has been generated based 
on assumptions. Help is 
getting assistance, support 
to make something more 
bearable and/or bring 

about change.”
Counseling, McDaniel 

said, can be very 
successful in helping to 
resolve certain issues, but 
many are often reluctant 
because its purpose is 
misunderstood.  “In 
seeking counseling, the 
purpose is to help you 
figure it out and letting 
you know who is your 
help. Counseling is not 
me telling you how to 
live your life, but helping 
you to put the ball in your 
court to take the lead.”

There is nothing 
wrong, Wilson said, 
with counseling if that 
is the route a person 
chooses to take. “To have 
good mental health is 
important. It is too often 
that individuals go through 
things and just brush them 
off or avoid them. If you 
do not go back to the root 
of the problem, you will 
always have a problem.”

McDaniel agrees that 
avoiding issues only make 
them worse.

“To ignore things or 
just harbor them only 
helps to fuel fires that 
are not needed. If those 
flames start to escalate, 
the extinguisher can 
become excessive alcohol 
consumption, drug use, 
prostitution, developing 
a criminal record or 
worse. All of which only 
produces smoke that 
clouds your judgment. 
It may take time, but 
deciding to make better 
decisions is always the 
right choice.”

Talladega CounTy

 REALTORS®

PORTER & PORTER, CO.

256.362.4194
www.porterandportercompany.com

START PACKING WHEN YOU 
LIST WITH PORTER

Need to Buy or Sell?

209 North St. W., Talladega

Call A Member of Our Team Today 

Established in 1950

•Joe Porter  •Donna Roberts   •Dayna Layfield  
•Ruth Helen Deese  •Danny Blackstone 

NMLS #411938

www.alahomes.com

                  •LAND
              •COMMERCIAL
           •RESIDENTIAL

HEATHER
ROBERTS
Realtor/Owner

256-268-9004
Cell 256-223-1817

112 Court Sq., South, Talladega

000275023r1

Ron Comer – Managing Broker
Ruth Berry – Associate Broker

Ashleigh Jones - Agent

COTTON STATE REALTY, LLC
10 GANTTS JUNCTION RD.

SYLACAUGA, AL  35150

256.369.2288  Office
cottonstaterealtyllc.com

Bill Pharr
Broker / Owner
256-872-6208

Bill Pharr, Broker / Owner
256-872-6208

Mary Harvard 256-404-0859
Jessica Taft 256-404-7766
Blake Pharr 256-267-5981
Becky Bolton 256-487-1107
Mike Richardson 256-267-3706
Josh Morris 256-487-2244
Beverly Murphy  256-404-7754
Brad Chappell 256-391-2139
Cristie Hope 256-401-3285
Chase Herman   256-404-2452
Rene Harris         205-617-7355
Tyler McGrady 256-626-1541

Real Estate • Appraisals • Property Management

ATKINSON
Real estate, llC

256-245-6782
Residential, Commercial and Waterfront

www.atkinsonrealestatellc.com
June L. Atkinson, Broker               (205) 369-1420
Greg Atkinson, Assoc. Broker     (205) 369-7769
Carol Emlich-Bates                      (256) 872-0395
Kay Sprayberry                      (256) 872-0174  
Angela Wilson                                     (256) 872-6552
Jerry Hicks                      (256) 404-5050

“Helping Families and Businesses
Find A Place Called Home”

Killough Bailey 
Properties LLC

126 North Calhoun Avenue
Sylacauga, AL 35150

Office  256-487-6366  

Realtors Working For You!

William Killough 205-966-9918 
David Wilbanks 256-404-1097

Padgette McGrady 205-369-9916
Randy McGrady 205-369-1377

Fairmont Realty 
Company

Greg Tubbs, Owner/Broker 
(256) 872-4663

Tarus Twyman, Realtor  (256) 391-7746
Jayna Harris, Realtor      (205) 381-0533
Robin Brooks, Realtor    (256) 334-1221
Kim Craft, Realtor            (205) 835-1880
David Gray, Realtor         (256) 404-8583
Diane Watson, Realtor   (256) 404-0338
Carla Bowden, Realtor   (205) 587-1219

www.fairmont-realty.com
LIST WITH US – WE ARE SELLING
208 North Broadway Ave.Sylacauga, AL 35150

Office (256) 249-8574

115 Court Street North  •  Talladega, AL 35160

(256) 362-1953

Other staffing companies may say this, but who will be there 
tomorrow? Will you be able to get the job done? With Elwood Staffing, 

the answer is “yes.” For better employees and better results, get a 
better staffing company. Elwood Staffing.

Let Us Find You
the Right ONE
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Local counselors work in tandem
to help others make good life decisions

Ivy McDaniel, co-founder of We Win Recovery, 
was nominated for Pell City’s Citizen of the Year 
Award.  

Submitted photo

Teejay Wilson is the owner of Fresh Start 
Recovery Ministries in Lincoln.

Submitted photo
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Heritage South Credit Union is happy to offer the PLATINUM 
REWARDS VISA CREDIT CARD. Now through June 2020, take 
advantage of 1.99% APR introductory rate. The promotion-
al rate of 1.99% APR is valid on new HSCU VISA platinum 
rewards credit cards for all activity (purchases, balance 
transfers, and cash advances) completed during the pro-
motional period and that rate will remain in effect on that 
promotional period activity through the final billing cycle 
of June 2020, at which point the balances on that promo-
tional period activity will convert to the standard card rate 
of 9.90% APR - see credit union for details.
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By BUDDY ROBERTS
Special Projects Editor

Greg Raines and Joey 

Hardy love where they 
work, and they’re happy to 
explain why.

Raines serves as 

business development 
manager at the CMP 
Talladega Marksmanship 
Park, and Hardy serves as 

park manager.  They invite 
residents of Talladega and 
St. Clair counties who 
haven’t already done so to 
visit the park to see why 
it’s “the most advanced 
public marksmanship 
facility” in the country.

“I really love this place 
and what it offers,” Hardy 
said.  “It’s not hard for 
us to make people happy 
when they come here.”

Under the oversight of 
the Civilian Marksmanship 
Program (CMP), the local 
park opened in 2015 and 
since hosted firearms 
sports enthusiasts from 
around the country and 
world.  

“We have seen people 
from as many as 25 
different countries and 

more than 40 states,” 
Hardy said. “Most of our 
visitors drive more than 
100 miles to get here. 
That information tells us 

that we’re a destination 
spot for people who 
enjoy shooting sports as a 
recreational activity.”

He and Raines went 

ALABAMA BRICK - We’re more than brick.
We can help you with your...

 Call or Visit us today!
205-338-9590

1606 Martin Street, Pell City
Across from Pell City Coffee Co.

behind River Rats Outdoor Living

www.alabamaBrick.com
info@alabamaBrick.com

SEAWALL • RETAINING WALL BLOCK • FIREPLACE • FIRE PIT • PATIO & WALKWAY PAVERS 
• STONE VENEER • THIN BRICK BACKSPLASH & MORE!

Build Your 
Dreams With 
Alabama Brick
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CMP Marksmanship Park may be Talladega’s best-kept secret

Business Development Manager Greg Raines describes the CMP Talladega Marksmanship Park as 
a shooting sports facility in a country club/golf course-style setting.

Photos by BUDDY ROBERTS

Park Manager Joey Hardy and Raines display a World War II-era rifle that 
has been refurbished and made available for sale to the public at the 
CMP park’s pro shop.  For information about qualifications for purchasing 
refurbished firearms, call the park at 256-474-4408.
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on to describe the park’s 
unique facilities, which they 
encourage local residents to 
come out and take advantage 
of.

The park:  CMP 

Talladega is a 500-acre 
marksmanship park featuring 
state-of-the-art technology 
that Raines and Hardy 
describe as “life changing 
for the rifle shooter.”  Its 
centerpiece is a versatile 
high-power rifle range with 
54 covered firing points and 
all-weather Kongsberg Target 
Systems electronically-
scored targetry at 200, 300 
and 600 yards.  

The park also features 
15 action pistol bays, a 
15-station sporting clays 
loop, trap field, five skeet 
fields and a five stand 
field, all of which allow 
“recreational users more 
productive time at our 
facility,” Hardy said.  “It 
is very, very easy to come 
here and participate.  No 
membership is required 
– you can’t even buy a 
membership here.  We charge 
very modest daily and hourly 
rates for our rifle and pistol 
ranges and per round rates 
for our shotgun fields.”

CMP Talladega, 
according to Raines, is an 
ideal place for individuals 
who are unfamiliar with 
firearms to become familiar 
with their use.  “If you have 
never shot before, we offer 
basic pistol and rifle training 
classes to teach you how to 
use your firearm.  The classes 
focus on responsible gun 
ownership and safety.”

“Other facilities have 
some of these elements, but 
the difference is they’re not 
open to the public,” Hardy 
said.  “There is nowhere else 
in the country where people 
who enjoy doing this as a 
recreational activity can do 
as much in one place as we 
offer here.”

The clubhouse:  
Described as “the crown 
jewel of the park,” the 
13,000-square-foot 
clubhouse features a check-
in and reception area, two 
multi-media classrooms, 
spacious lounge areas 
and a pro shop.  The first 

impression it gives visitors 
lets them know immediately 
that they’re at more than just 
a shooting range.

“A lot of times, people 
think of a gun range as a 

dirt pit out in the woods,” 
Hardy said.  “This park is so 
much more.  There’s a lot of 
recreation to be had here.”

With its upscale facilities 
and scenic vistas from the 
outdoor patio, “it’s like 
a country club and golf 
course,” Raines added.  

“We’ve had baby showers 
and wedding receptions here, 
and I’m waiting for us to 
have our first wedding here,” 
Hardy said.  “It’s great for 
outings and events.  If you 
have a family that enjoys 

hunting, you can have a 
birthday party here and shoot 
a round of sporting clays.  If 
you have a business, the park 
is great for company outings, 
customer appreciation events 

and team-building activities.”
CMP history:  It dates 

back to early 1900s, when 
the U.S. military and 
political leaders sought 
to strengthen national 
defense by improving 
rifle marksmanship skills 
of members of the armed 
forces.  In 1903, Congress 
and President Theodore 
Roosevelt established the 
National Board for the 
Promotion of Rifle Practice. 
From then until 1996, first 
the Department of War and 

later the Department of the 
Army managed the program 
that became known as the 
Civilian Marksmanship 
Program.

In 1996, the Corporation 
for the Promotion of Rifle 
Practice and Firearms Safety 
Inc. (which is the formal 
name of the CMP) was 
established with the mission 
to instruct U.S. citizens in 
marksmanship, promote 
firearm safety and conduct 
firearms competition, with an 
emphasis on youth.

Encouraging youths to 
take up shooting as a sport:  
“We really hope to see more 
youth coming out here to the 
park,” Raines said.  “That’s 
the future of the sport.  Even 
if you don’t enjoy hunting, 
shooting is a great sport for 
young people, and we’re 
happy to see them come 
here, shoot some targets or 
sporting clays and enjoy 
being outdoors and a sense of 
accomplishment.”

All junior visitors to the 
park (ages 10-17) must be 
accompanied by an adult.  
Juniors and adults must 
successfully complete the 
CMP safety class prior to 
participating in live fire.

For more information:  
Call 256-474-4408, email 
cmptalladega@thecmp.org 
or visit www.thecmp.org/
Talladega.

516 North Street E.  |  Talladega, AL 35160 
256-362-2344

21271 Highway 231 N.  |  Pell City, AL 35125  
205-338-0303

www.usreyfuneralhome.com

Usrey Funeral Home in Pell City.

Usrey Funeral Home in Talladega.

Mike Perry Steve PerryBill Perry

PRE-ARRANGEMENT PLANNING AVAILABLE

USREY 
FUNERAL HOME
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256-237-5821 or 1-800-321-4414

401 South Noble St. • Anniston, AL
Free Estimates - Easy Terms - Since 1950

Eugene L. Evans Mfg. Co., Inc.

www.awningsbyevans.com

Let us turn your existing porch into 
a sunroom or screen room. Visit our 
website for more ideas.

ENJOY LIFE
Under a Sunroom or Screen Room

DON’T FALL
Keep Your Balance Going Up and Down Steps

ORNAMENTAL IRON HANDRAILS
Over 10 Styles To Choose From

STAY DRY
Under a Patio Cover or Canvas Awning
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Furniture, Antiques, Vintage, 
Jewelry, Clothing & More!

The Place to Shop
42490 US Highway 280 | Sylacauga, Alabama

(256) 207-2420

Open
Tuesday thru Saturday 10am-5pm

 Sunday 1pm-5pm

000267290r1

 Pickle Patch

VENDOR MALL
a lil’ bit of EVERYTHING!

Facebook: Pickle Patch Market
Instagram: picklepatchmarket

A CMP visitor examines one of the refurbished firearms available in the 
pro shop.  

Photos by BUDDY ROBERTS

Raines looks over game targets to be installed in a new shooting range 
that will open at the park in the spring.  The challenging life-size targets 
are in the shapes of deer, antelope, elk, bear and other game animals.

The park’s 54-position rifle range features targets at 200, 300 and 600  
yards, with state-of-the-art electronic scoring.
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69220 Hwy. 77 N.  |  Talladega, AL 35161
www.coosavalleyec.com

e-mail - info@coosavalleyec.com
Pd. Pol. Ad. by Committee to Elect Cindy Pennington, 

4500 Griffitt Bend Road, Talladega, AL 35160

75 Cogswell Ave., Pell City
(205) 338-2645

Sunday
Sunday School  9:00 am
Morning Worship      10:15 am
Adult Choir  5:00 pm
Evening Worship  6:00 pm
Children’s Choir  6:00 pm

Wednesday
AWANA Children’s 
Ministry    6:00 pm
Youth Worship   6:30 pm
Adult Studies               6:30 pm
The following
•Women’s •Men’s •Co-Ed •Outreach

NEW HOPE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

www.nhbcpc.com or facebook
Pastor: Paul Brasher

Mignon
Baptist Church

900 Avondale Ave.
Sylacauga • (256) 249-4303

Pastor Rev. Rick Deerman
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Wed. Night Service: 6:00 p.m.

Bemiston United 
Methodist Church

300 Wells Ave.
Talladega

(256) 521-1230
Pastor Glen Horn
Sunday Morning 

Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Cragdale 
Baptist Church
2149 Berney Station Rd.

 Talladega
Sunday School - 10 a.m.

Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night - 6 p.m.

First Baptist 
Church

200 8th Ave. SW, Childersburg
(256) 378-6058

Sunday Services 10:30 am 
Wednesday Services 6:00 pm
www.firstbaptistchildersburg.org

Plainview 
Baptist Church
24343 AL Hwy. 21

Talladega

Mt. Ida 
Baptist Church

Berney Station Rd.
Talladega

1711 Allison Mill Rd.
Talladega

(256) 362-3971
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Celebration 
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Celebration 
6:00 p.m.

 

Pastor Tommy Strickland
www.ridgeviewbc.net

RIDGEVIEW 
BAPTIST 
CHURCH

FIRST 
BAPTIST
CHURCH

10 S. Broadway Ave. 
Sylacauga 

256-245-6301
www.joinfirst.net

SERVICE TIMES
BIBLE STUDY

Sunday 9:40 a.m.
Sunday Worship 

11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
PRAYER MEETING

Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

Central Baptist 
Church

P.O. Box 1085
126 Spring St. N., Talladega 

(256) 362-4836
Brother Bo Hamilton

Sunday School - 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday AWANA - 6:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Youth Meeting - 6:00 p.m.

Adult Choir Practice - 7:15 p.m.

Our Lady
of the Lake

Catholic Church
4609 Martin St. S.

Cropwell  (205) 525-5161
Father William Lucas

Daily Mass:
 Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 a.m.

Wed. Evening Mass: 7 p.m.
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

Sunday Masses: 
8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.

Christ 
Deliverance 

Christian Center
THE CHAMPION CHURCH

34810 Alabama Highway 21 N
P.O. Box 1166

Talladega, AL 35161
256-362-1975

Sunday Worship
Hour: 

10:45 a.m.
Student Ministry

Children’s Church / 
Young Adult Classes
Timothy Embry, Pastor

First 
United 

Methodist 
(205) 338-3374
2200 Third Ave. N. 

Pell City
Traditional Worship  

8:30 am (Sanctuary)
Sunday School

9:45 am
Wide Open 

Contemporary Worship
10:45 am (Sanctuary)

Rev. Byron Vance,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Belinda Rives,
Associate Pastor
Rev. Ava Rozelle,
Associate Pastor

www.pellcityfumc.org

Concord
United Methodist 

Church
85 Concord Church Rd.

Talladega
Pastor - Michael Gatch

God Is Love!!

Hepzibah 
Baptist Church
 5329 Renfroe Road

Talladega
256-268-2200

Pastor Justin Milliken

New Maryland 
Missionary 

Baptist Church
405 New Maryland Rd.

Alpine, AL 
(256)268-9304

Sunday School 
9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship 
11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.

Rev. Eric D. Richardson, 
Pastor

“To God Be The Glory”
Come Worship With Us!

Sunday School 10:00 am
Traditional Worship  

10:30am
Quilting Group 

Wed. 8:30am-1:00pm  

HARKEY’S 
CHAPEL
UNITED

METHODIST
CHURCH

1310 AL Hwy 144
Ragland

Celebrating 
191  years of 

serving 
Jesus Christ 

on
 August 2, 2020 

with the 
Carter Family 

Singers

VICTORY
CHURCH
154 Victory Drive

I-20 Exit 156
Pell City, AL

(205) 338-2901

Sunday
Two Identical 

Worship Experiences:
9:15 am and 10:30 am

www.victorypellcity.com
facebook.com/victorypellcity
Instagram: @victorychurchpc

Ironaton
Baptist Church
5938 Ironaton Road

Talladega
Pastor: Gary Plummer

(256) 591-8696

Dry Valley
Baptist Church
1603 Dry Valley Rd., Lincoln

(256) 404-5871
Dr. Bill Pruitt

If you see a downed power line, please call 911 
immediately. If you are in a vehicle and a power line 
falls on it, remain inside and call 911. If the vehicle 
is on fire, exit by jumping clear with both feet with-
out touching the vehicle and ground at the same 
time. Then quickly shuffle your feet to move away.

Service Times:
Sunday School at 9:45 am

Sunday Morning Worship at 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Service at 5:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00 pm

Pastor Andy Lambert
970 River Road, Cropwell, AL 35054

Phone 205.642.8744 

Web Site: cvcog.church

-PSALM 122:1
I was glad when they 
said unto me,
‘Let us go into the 
house of the Lord.’

      

Cindy Pennington

4615 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, Al 35125

205-338-2827

Wednesday Night 
Service 7:00pm

We Have Sunday 
School Classes 

For All Ages 10:00am 

Adult and Children 
Services 11:00am 

We have a wonderful 
nursery available.

We hope to see you soon!

Pastor Michael Andrews

BETHEL MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH
1054 Feddisburg Rd.

Alpine 
256-268-9705

Rev. Clint L. Walker, 
Senior Pastor

Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

FIRST 
FREEWILL 
BAPTIST 
CHURCH

300 Whitson Rd.
Talladega, AL 35160

256-375-3646

Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.

Worship 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Night 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday 5:30 p.m.

Pastor Earl Sanders

Come and Worship With Us!
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By SAM PRICKETT
Special to The Daily Home

The town of Oak 
Grove is expanding slowly 
but steadily, according 
to Mayor Tony A. White 
— and that growth is 
expected to continue into 
the new year. 

“We’re just out here 
plugging along,” White 
says.

As an example of 
how things are growing, 
he cites the success of 

the town’s fall festival, 
which drew as many as 
2,500 attendees and “was 
probably our biggest one 
yet.”

There’s a reason for 
that growth, too: Oak 
Grove’s campaign to 
annex new property 
brought in over 60 families 
to the town.

“We put a notice in the 
paper that gave anybody 
who wanted to come into 
the town of Oak Grove 
the information that they 

needed to do that,” the 
mayor says. “We got a 
very good response.” 

Even more families 
have inquired about 
coming into Oak Grove 
in 2020, drawn in by the 
services the town offers 
and its lack of property 
tax. “They get some 
benefits that they didn’t 
have being in the county,” 
White says. Anyone 
looking to have their 
property annexed by the 
town is invited to contact 
town hall. 

More businesses are 
looking to move into Oak 
Grove, too, White says, 
though he’s cautious 
to “count my chickens 
before they hatch.  But our 
current businesses are here 
to stay.  They like Oak 
Grove, and we get good 
feedback from them.” 

Also coming in 
2020, White says, is a 
renovation to the town’s 
sewer system, thanks to 
a $200,000 Community 
Development Block Grant 
awarded to the town by 
Governor Kay Ivey in 
2018. The town had been 
pursuing the grant for four 
years.  “We have a lot of 
infiltration from surface 
water that’s coming 
into the system and it’s 
overloading our pumping 
stations,” he says. 

The town spent the 

last year with an outside 
firm that audited the sewer 
system to determine where 
the issues were specifically 
occurring.  Now, White 
says, “we’re in the process 
of getting somebody to 
actually do the work.” 
That will involve replacing 
or sleeving broken 
pipes and sealing leaky 
manholes. 

“Hopefully when we 
get through with this, 
we’re going to reduce a 
lot of costs that we’ve 
been incurring over the 

last couple or three years.”  
The project will begin 
in earnest in April, and 
should conclude later this 
year or in early 2021. 

Other capital projects 
include the “revamp” 
of the town park’s 
playground, including 
more materials to soften 
the ground and “extending 
the size of our playground 
area to accommodate a 
little bit more equipment,” 
White says. A new 
backhoe — purchased 
by the town last year 

alongside two security 
vehicles and one street 
department vehicle — will 
help with that project. 

“Oak Grove is growing 
a little bit every year,” 
he says. “The revenue is 
good. It’s not like other 
big cities or anything, 
but we’re sustaining. 
We’re gaining a little bit 
every so often. As good 
as the people we have out 
here are, and the good 
businesses that we have, 
Oak Grove’s got some big 
things in the future.” 

Oak Grove:
Good people, good businesses and good things in store

Tony White serves as mayor of Oak Grove.
Submitted photo
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By NICK 
PATTERSON 
Special to The Daily Home

Think you’re busy? 
Just consider what 
Valerie Burrage does as 
the executive director 
of United Way of North 
Talladega County.

She raises money.
She writes grants.
She delivers blankets 

to people who need them.
She meets monthly 

with 24 individual partner 
agencies.

She meets with the 
state United Way officials.

She plans events, 
the kind where lots of 
volunteers come to work 
in the community.

She posts to the 
agency’s Facebook and 
Instagram accounts.

She sends fliers.
She’ll help county 

residents no matter when 
they call.

And she’ll give a 
speech if you need her to.

“You think I sleep, 
don’t you?” she said, with 
a laugh.

It is a reasonable 
question. But maybe her 
hectic schedule is not 
so surprising when you 
consider that she is the 
entire staff of the United 
Way of North Talladega 
County. Her office is one 
of only two in the state 
where all the staff duties 
fall on one executive - 
although she does have 

some help.
“It’s just me, but I have 

a 15-member board,” she 
said. 

Burrage has been the 
head of the United Way 
in the northern part of the 
county since June 1, 2019, 
during which time she 
has made efforts to tackle 
numerous challenges 
faced by the community. 
She came to the job after 
retiring from a 27-year 
career as a teacher and 
transition coordinator at 
the Alabama School for 
the Blind. 

She sees some 
similarities between what 
she did at school and what 
she does for the county.

“When I taught 
school I felt like I was 
helping children be more 
independent and self-
sufficient,” she said. “In 
this new role I’m helping 
individuals and families 
to get a stable income, 
get more education and 
those kinds of things. I 
don’t teach as much but I 
help provide people with 
resources that can help 
them to do better and to 
have more stability in their 
life.”

The United Way of 
North Talladega County 
has 24 partner agencies 
that Burrage interacts 
with on a monthly basis. 
In a recent situation, she 
worked with Samaritan 
House and Armstrong, 
LLC to collect 300 
blankets to distribute to 
people in the community 
that need them. “And 
also, probably about 25 
brand new blankets I gave 
to First Family Services 
for their children for 
Christmas,” she said. 

“There’s something 
different every day 

because there are different 
needs in the community,” 
she said. “I have a cell 
phone and the number to 
the office rings to my cell 
phone. And if someone 
calls and needs something 
at 10 o’clock at night, if 
I can help them, I try to 
provide the resources. Or 
I’ve even gone out and 
met them to give them a 
blanket and I’ve gotten 
them some food.”

Burrage, who is also a 
runner, maintains a strong 
focus on helping people. 

“Somebody said, 
‘Why don’t you turn that 
phone off?’ And I was like, 
‘No.’ I said ‘Everybody’s 
situation doesn’t cut 
off.’ Thanksgiving night, 
actually, someone’s house 
burned and I helped them 
get in touch with the Red 
Cross. What if I hadn’t 
answered my phone?  
Would they have gotten 
the help that they needed?

“It’s like a servant’s 
heart for our community 
and making an impact 
and that’s what I think the 
United Way is for is to 
provide that stability and 
to inform and for people to 
have that overall… good 
quality of life to live. I 
hope that we’re making an 
impact so that the people 
in our community that 
need that little bit of help 
have that later - that total 
quality of life.”

There are a lot of 
people to help in Talladega 

County. Burrage estimates 
that her agency and all 
the partner agencies help 
about 3,000 people a year. 
“I don’t think people 
realize we have this much 

a need in our community 
for our services,” she said.

Last year, she focused 
on raising the public 
profile of the agency and 
helping the 24 partner 
agencies work more 
closely together. Burrage 
made sure each agency 
knows how to get in touch 
with the other partner 
agencies just by sharing 
contact information. “The 
directors would know 
who’s in charge of each 
agency and who they can 
contact for help,” she said.

This year her goals 
include raising $140,000 
for community needs, 
marketing her United Way 
more, and successfully 
executing several 
upcoming projects like the 
March 14 Day of Giving. 
“That’s a day that’s going 
to provide for us to do 
service in north Talladega 
County and for the 
community to come and 
be involved in helping.  
We are looking at helping 
clean a cemetery, helping 
the Plank Road Station 
down in Winterboro by 
planting some plants 
down there, doing some 
yard work for a couple of 
individuals and hopefully 
building a wheelchair 
ramp for another 
individual,” she said. 

Another project, on 
May 16, is Build Day with 
the goal of building 20 

beds for 42 kids. “There’s 
42 kids in Talladega 
County that are either 
sleeping on the floor or 
on the couch or with 
someone,” she said.

The beds are $175 a 
piece, she said. “So, our 
goal is $3,500 and we have 
about 2,500 right now.”

Her goals for this year 
also include, “some type 
of shelter or some type of 
assistance for people who 
are homeless,” she said. 
“Either homeless, or say, 
maybe they had a disaster 
or fire or something in 
their home, we could put 
them in a place where they 
could stay for a week or 
so.”

Burrage is also hoping 
to raise money to help 
people who lost their jobs 
to be able to pay their rent 

or mortgage for a month. 
She’s in the process of 
writing a plan to obtain a 
federal grant for that.

For a full list of 

projects and partners of 
the United Way of North 
Talladega County, visit 
www.uwntc.org

000267615r1

Call Lewis Engle

855-GET ENGLE
for you quote today

000275086r1

320 North Elm Avenue  |  Sylacauga, AL 35150
www.radneysmith.com

256-245-1616

We are committed to the 
personal and professional growth 

of our staff. 
We will maintain our facilities 

to make Radney-Smith Funeral 
Home accessible and comfortable 
for all. We are committed to our 
community and will continue to 
offer programs which educate 
the public on funeral service.
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“Our Family 
Helping Your 

Family”

Talladega United Way director has ‘a servant’s heart for our commuity’

Valerie Burrage serves as executive director of 
United Way of North Talladega County.

Submitted photo

Burrage with JoEllen Williams, center, and 
Stephani Burton, who serve members of the 
United Way of North Talladega County’s board 
of directors.

Submitted photo
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Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner’s manual

Financing Available
“See Your Dealer 

For Details”

Professional Marine Service Technicians on duty at Both Locations
Honda Premier Dealer • Avalon Luxury Pontoon

7062 Stemley Road on Logan Martin Lake • Talladega   

 256-268-2939
 Since 1998  •  www.poorhousebranchmarina.com  •  Open 7 Days

    

Poor House 
BrancH Marina

 Stop By 
To See 

Our Huge 
SelectionArriving Daily!

SECOND LOCATION
Lake Martin Area, Hwy. 280, Jacksons Gap, AL

POWERED BY

By SHERRY KUGHN
Special to The Daily Home

JoAnn Fambrough is 
excited about a special 
two-day event coming to 
Munford in April.

It’s all part of the 
recent progress and 
momentum enjoyed by 
the Talladega County 
municipality, of which, as 
mayor, Fambrough is quite 
proud.  

The event, scheduled 
for April 17 and 18, will 
serve as a fundraiser 
for the completion of 
the eagerly anticipated 
Veterans Park, while 
honoring Lt. Andrew 
Jackson Buttram, a 
Confederate soldier 
believed to be the last who 
died in a Civil War battle 
east of the Mississippi 
River. 

Last spring, the city 
held a kickoff event for 
the new park. At that 
event, Munford resident 
Orville McElroy and 
his band performed and 
helped raised $450 in 
donations. The proposed 
veterans’ memorial at the 
new park is to be made of 
granite with engravings of 
veterans’ names, the years 
each served, and their rank 
and status. Dedication for 
the site took place on Nov. 
11, and a sign was erected. 

Tim Steadman, a 
member of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans 
(SCV) and the coordinator 

of the Veterans Park event, 
shared the history behind 
the April events. 

In 1865, Union Gen. 
John T. Croxton led his 
2,500 soldiers through 
northeast Alabama in 
an effort to destroy 
the South’s industrial 
infrastructure. In 
Munford, he encountered 
a 500-member group 
of Confederate soldiers 
known as the Confederate 
Home Guard, soldiers who 
had organized to protect 
their communities and 
who worked to coordinate 
with the Confederate 
Army to hunt deserters. 

In what became 
known as the Battle of 
Munford, the clash left 
two Union soldiers and 
one Confederate soldier 
dead. That Confederate 
soldier was Lt. Andrew 
Jackson “Jack” Buttram. 
His fellow soldiers buried 
him where he fell, and 
through the years, his 
memorial tombstone 
became separated from 
his grave, which is now 
located in the front yard of 
a private residence.

“That is why the 
Historical Preservation 
Community, the Buttram 
family and residents of 
Munford are interested in 
reuniting Lt. Buttram’s 
remains that might still 
exist with his memorial 
stone and honoring him 
with a fitting funeral and 
honorable resting place,” 

Steadman said. 
The Archeology 

Department of the 
University of Alabama is 
assisting the group in an 
effort to find and exhume 
any of Buttram’s remains. 

At the two-day event, 
the Samuel C. Kelly Camp 
54, of which Steadman 
is a member, will host 
a city-wide event that 
will include a period-
style, military funeral 
for Buttram. Civil War 
reenactors are expected to 
attend. 

“The general public is 
invited to participate and 
everyone is welcome,” 
Steadman said. 

Other recent 
accomplishments and 
future goals Fambrough is 
excited about include:

Regarding the 
Munford Municipal Court, 
the city filled three open 

positions: a new judge, 
Bo Hollingsworth; a 
new prosecutor, Robert 
Rumsey; and a new public 
defender, George Sims. 

The creation of the 
new Priebes Mill Road 
began in 2019, and its 
completion is planned for 
2020. The road, which 
goes through the Jenifer 
community, will now 
come out on Alabama 21 
and give the town two 
exits from I-20. 

“This will take a lot 
of the traffic away from 
the Jenifer community,” 
Fambrough said, “and now 
the Priebes Mill Road is 
narrow, and the new one 
will be wider with better 
paving.”

Munford purchased 
new signs for city 
buildings that contain 
basic information for 
visitors, such as reminders 

not to bring a gun or knife 
into a city building. 

The town now 
has a new roof on the 
community center. Also, a 
920-square-foot addition 
to the library that began in 
2019 is to be completed 
before springtime. 

Munford re-
implemented its nuisance 
ordinances regarding 
unkept yards and 
dilapidated buildings. 

“We want to keep the 
town clean,” Fambrough 
said. 

The city enjoyed its 
first Christmas parade, 
complete with a festival, 
tree-lighting service, and 
a special reading of names 
of those that have passed 
away. 

In 2020, the mayor 
wants to build a 
playground for children 
near the walking track. 

Also, she and the council 
members are seeking a 
grant for the renovation of 
the old school building. 

“We could bring 
the town hall, a council 
chamber, police 
department, and a 
courtroom all together,” 
Fambrough said. “The 
senior center is already in 
that area.” 

Fambrough said the 
city is working with 
the Northeast Alabama 
Planning Commission 
to get a grant. It should 
provide at least 15 percent 
of the total cost, but much 
more is needed. The city 
will seek other funding 
sources. 

The city is also 
planning to bring its 
baseball complex up to 
the standards set by the 
Americans with Disability 
Act. 

Munford to host event honoring history and progress

Mayor JoAnn Fambrough and public library director Jenny Trickett are excited about the project 
to increase the library’s size by 920 square feet.  Completion is expected by spring.

File photo by BOB CRISP
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ASK FOR LAKESIDE HOSPICE
IT IS YOUR CHOICE!

Serving St. Clair, Blount, Talladega, Jefferson, Etowah,
Calhoun, Shelby and Coosa Counties.

Know what to ask and who to ask for...

•   Is Lakeside Hospice Medicare Certifi ed? Yes
•   Does Lakeside Hospice care for a patient that does  
     not have insurance? Yes
•   Is Lakeside Hospice a non-profi t organization? Yes
•   Will Lakeside Hospice come to the home if there is 
     a crisis any time day or night and weekends? Yes
•   Does Lakeside Hospice work with the hospital and
     nursing homes in our area? Yes
•   Does Lakeside Hospice have a follow up care plan 

     for the family? Yes

205-884-1111
Fax 205-884-1114

4010 Masters Rd.
Pell City, AL 35128

www.lakesidehospice.org
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Celebrating Lives
With Dignity

2219 - 2nd Ave North
Pell City, AL

205-338-3341                                      

The professional, experienced staff at 
Kilgroe Funeral Home provides exceptional, 

compassionate care to families at a difficult time 
in their lives offering complete funeral services.

A Caring Tradition Since 1908

Plan Your Arrangements in Advance
so your family doesn’t have to...

Think of it as a gift to those you love.

Hometown People You Know And Trust.
We are proud to serve this fine community and 

we thank you for your continued trust in us.

KILGROE 
FUNERAL HOME

1750 Ashville Rd.
Leeds, AL   

205-699-3181
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Bart Perry, Agent
1000 Forrest Place, Suite 1   |   Pell City, Alabama 35128

205-525-0726    www.bartperry.com

Need someone 
that speaks fluent 
insurance?
•Life	 •Health
•Home	 •Auto

I’m your agent for that.

000274843r1

Talladega
Pell City

Quality Diamond Merchants
Celebrating 70 Years 1950-2020

000275071R1

Forever Memories 
Monument Company

2804 Moody Pkwy.
Moody, AL 35004

(205) 640-3040

2402 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128
205-884-3040

For All Your Memorial Needs

Web Address:
forevermemoriesmonuments.net
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Superintendent Dr. Jon Segars believes Sylacauga City Schools are “on the right path” for 
continued success.

Photo by BOB CRISP

By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

Since being named 
superintendent for 
Sylacauga City Schools 
in May of 2018, Dr. Jon 
Segars is proud of the 
system’s progress and 
many accomplishments.

“We are on the right 
path,” he said. “I want to 
stress this is a team effort 
by everyone in our system. 
It is because of their hard 
work and dedication.”

In looking back at his 
time as superintendent, 
Segars said the system has 
been successful in several 
areas including academics, 
career tech, athletics, 
overall safety and more. 
It is my goal that we keep 
building on what has been 
started.” 

The superintendent is 
a native of Lawrenceville, 
Georgia. He received 
his bachelor’s degree in 
business management from 
the University of North 
Georgia. He received 
his master’s degree from 
Kansas State University. 
He also holds a doctorate 
in adult education from 
Auburn University. 

He was commissioned 
to the Army in 1988. 
While in the military, 
Segars served in many 
leadership positions. 
He also served on four 

deployments to the Middle 
East during operations 
Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm, Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, along with 
several other assignments.

Segars was also 
stationed in multiple states 
including Texas, Colorado 
and Georgia. He served 22 
years in the Army, retiring 
as a lieutenant colonel.

The superintendent said 
his last military assignment 
in the Army took him 
to Auburn, where he 
served as a Junior ROTC 
instructor at Auburn High 
School for several years.

Before joining the 
staff there, Segars served 
as a professor of military 
science at Auburn 
University. 

Segars met his wife, 
Joy, while both were in 
the Army at Fort Benning 
in between one of his 
deployments to the Middle 
East. 

“She was a combat 
engineer,” he said. 
Together they have a 
daughter, Mary Grace, 
who is a sixth-grader at 
Nichols-Lawson Middle 
School in Sylacauga.  

Segars said it was 
previous Sylacauga City 
Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Todd Freeman who 
put him on the path 
to becoming a school 

superintendent.
“We met while I was 

a new teacher at Auburn 
High School,” Segars said. 
“He became a mentor 
to me over the years. I 
learned a lot from him.”

Segars said not only did 
Freeman mentor him, but 
so has Talladega County 
Schools superintendent, 
Dr. Suzanne Lacey.  

“They, along with 
several other area 
superintendents, have been 
a huge help” Segars said. 
“It’s important that we 
keep in contact and work 
together to improve our 
schools.”

Prior to being named 
Sylacauga City Schools 
superintendent, Segars 

served as the director 
of career and technical 
education for Sylacauga 
City Schools ,and assistant 
principal at Sylacauga 
High School.

When asked how his 
military experience has 
helped him as an educator 
and superintendent, Segars 
replied, “At the end of the 
day it’s all about knowing 
how to communicate 
with people and how you 
convey your message,” he 
said. 

In his spare time, the 
superintendent said he is 
most often spending time 
with his family or working 
on home improvement 
projects around the house.

‘It’s all about knowing how 
to communicate,’ Sylacauga 

superintendent says
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We accept Visa, Mastercard & Discover   •   Money Orders Available   • Food Stamps & WIC Accepted     

LINCOLN • 105 MAGNOLIA ST., SOUTH
OFFICE 205-763-7112

MON.-THURS. 6 A.M.-9 P.M.
FRI.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M., SUN. 7 A.M. - 9 P.M.

SYLACAUGA •  1351 WEST FORT WILLIAMS ST.
OFFICE 256-249-8989
MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.,

SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

PHARMACY

SYLACAUGA •  1244 TALLADEGA HIGHWAY
OFFICE 256-249-4836

MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.,  SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

TALLADEGA • 320 W. BATTLE ST.
OFFICE 256-362-7949, DELI 362-7956

MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.,  SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

PHARMACY

CHILDERSBURG •  1068 1ST STREET N.W.
OFFICE 256-378-5795

MON-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.
PHARMACY

Thank You For Letting Us 
Be A Part Of Your Family!

Always the freshest 
PRODUCE, MEAT AND DAIRY

Welcome To The 
Piggly Wiggly

00
02

74
63

6r
1

**** PW****
6x20.750



Pell City, Riverside
& St. Clair County

COMMERCE

UPDATE
February 2020
SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO

The Daily Home

 A
Salute to



THE DAILY HOME Sunday, February 23, 20202A

By TAYLOR 
MITCHELL 
Home staff writer

“It’s not about Paul 
Irwin.  It’s about our 
department,” Pell City’s 
police chief said as he 
entertained a guest in his 
office. 

It’s the office of a 
man who is proud of the 
accomplishments and 
accolades that have come 
his way, evidenced by 
such items on display as 
a news clipping about 
how he was named 
2019’s Citizen of the 
Year by the Pell City 
Chamber of Commerce, 
a law degree, a John 
Maxwell leadership 
program certificate and a 
training certificate from 
the FBI.  

But as any good 

leader knows, individual 
accomplishments are a 
reflection of the people 
one works with and the 

organizations one is a 
part of.  Irwin knows 
that well and says he has 
always focused more on 
others than on himself, a 
focus that has determined 
his career path, starting 
with military service.

The chief is a former 
Marine combat engineer. 
He said that after he left 
the corps, he wanted to 
pursue a career in law 
enforcement. 

He started police 
work in Birmingham in 
1994 as a patrol officer in 
the city’s South Precinct.

“During my time 
there, that’s when I got a 
bunch of awards,” Irwin 
said while thinking back 
on the early days of his 
career. 

Some of the cases he 
investigated while at the 
South Precinct include a 

bank robbery and a few 
shootings. During this 
time he also did off-duty 
work at a Regions bank. 

After 8 years in the 
South Precinct, Irwin 
spent a short time as 
a sergeant in the West 
Precinct.

He only spent about 
a year at that post before 
returning to the South 
Precinct as a supervisor. 
Irwin said that this 
return was motivated by 
connections he had made 
in the community. 

“I had such a great 
relationship with the 
community, and they 
wanted me back,’’ Irwin 
said.

After he returned to 
the South Precinct he 
was placed in charge of 
the South Precinct Task 
Force, which focused on 
dealing with in-progress 
crime. During his time 
with the task force Irwin 
said he began working 
on a project he continues 
to this day: helping 
other officers develop 
their skills. He said that 
motivation, hard work 
and experience gained 
working on felony 
arrests could lead to an 
office moving up the 
ranks. Much of his focus 
involved helping people 
develop more specialized 
skills if they wanted to 
do so.

“A lot of them went 
on to be detectives, a 

lot of them went to the 
tactical unit, some of 
them went to the crime 
scene units, some of 
them went to the crime 
reduction team.  They 
moved up,” he said. 

Irwin said that 
throughout the rest of his 
career in Birmingham 
and even now that he’s in 
Pell City, he continued to 
be interested in helping 
other officers reach 
their full potential. He 
continued that focus 
throughout his time as 
a lieutenant and then 
as a captain with the 
Birmingham department.

“I’ve always 
concentrated on 
leadership and being a 
good person and a role 
model to other officers, 
but also trying to bring 
them up and realize I was 
where they are,” Irwin 
explains.

Pell City’s citizen 
of the year also said 
that he focuses heavily 
on supporting the 
community. He said 
that this can be difficult 
since sometimes the 
community can see 
law enforcement in a 
negative light.

“Sometimes the 
community looks at us 
as the bad guy because 
of the things we have to 

do,” he said.
Irwin said he 

recognizes that 
sometimes police have to 
make decisions that can 
lead to the loss of a life 
and that is a hard truth 
to accept. However, he 
said that it is important 
to always look at how 
many lives are saved or 
changed in a positive 
way by police work.

“This is something 
I have always preached 
to my officers,” he said. 

“Every day you get the 
opportunity to change 
someone’s life, and to 
change their life in a 
positive way.”

He said that 
relationship is an 
incredibly important part 
of police work. 

Irwin said that these 
things remain the same 
no matter what rank he 
holds or which city he 
polices.  

Corner of Burgess Dr. and Hwy. 411,  Odenville, AL 35120 
205-281-3161 or 205-629-0415

•Valentine Gonomes 
• Candles •Pillows •Hand Towels
•Signs • Many More Items

Makers Mercantile is located in Odenville Alabama at the corner of Burgess Dr and 
Hwy 411. We offer locally handcrafted and handmade products as well as some 
antiques and collectibles. We plan on having locally grown produce, plants and 
flowers in the spring. Summer time will be fun with all kinds of hosted DIY classes. 
We also have a small gathering place available for rent for bridal tea's, baby showers 
and other get together's. We carry all types of homemade items from 
paintings to candles to necklaces. Our stock items 
grow frequently due to new 
vendors and growing 
opportunities.

000275024r1

1715 2nd Ave. East, Hwy. 75 N.  |  Oneonta, AL 35121

205-853-8635
Mon-Sat 9am-7pm  |  Sunday  1pm-5pmAll Major Credit Cards

Like Rose’s Shoes 
& Boots on Facebook

$79Mens Boots
starting at 

Rose’s Shoes & Boots

BOOT SALE!

Savvy
SHOES

$39

000274492r1

FARRIS LOCK AND KEY

YOUR TRUE 
LOCAL 

LOCKSMITH
Vehicle, 

Residential, 
Commercial,

 Lock Replacement, 
Re-Key and Repair In God We Trust

farrislockandkey@gmail.com
farrislockandkey.com
facebook.com/farrislockandkey1

Tel. 205-577-7752
AESBL#1823

000274493r1

Tommy Bowers 
District 3 Commissioner

Jimmy Roberts
District 4 Commissioner

Paul Manning 
 Commission Chairman

Jeff Brown
District 1 Commissioner

Ricky Parker
District 2 Commissioner

ST. CLAIR 
COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS

MEMBERS
(From left to right) 
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Pell City Chamber of Commerce names Citizen of the Year
Police Chief Paul Irwin says award ‘is about our department’

On the occasion of being named Pell City Citizen of the Year, Chief Paul Irwin presented the 
chamber of commerce’s Police Officer of the Year Award to Thomas Gray. 

Photo by TUCKER WEBB

Chief Irwin has worked in law enforcement 
since 1994. 

Submitted photo
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A good neighbor is someone who cares about 
your community, your family, and your 
well being. That’s Patterson Pharmacy, 

 your local Good Neighbor Pharmacy. 

PATTERSON
PHARMACY

7513 Patterson Dr  
Leeds 000274494r1(205) 699-5113

Serving The Community
Since 1966

205-525-01312945 Logan Martin Dam Rd.
Vincent, AL 35178

www.southlandgolfcarts.com

We have a perfect golf cart for you and everything 
you need for service after the sale.

SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS • PARTS
ACCESSORIES

000274822r1

Located in St. Clair County, 40 miles east of Birmingham, 
where east bound Interstate 20 goes right through 

town just before it crosses the Coosa River.  Originally 
founded in 1882, and known as Readmon, the name 
was changed to Riverside and incorporated in 1886.

For many years it was St. Clair County’s largest industrial 
center. Logging, saw mills, milling and egg products 

being the primary reasons. The Coleman Ferry, crossing 
the Coosa river, played a major role in this area’s 

transportation system. It remained in operation until 
the Bankhead Bridge became toll-free in 1937.

The W.A. Coleman house, in its original condition,
dates back to 1848 and is a period landmark in 

Riverside. One of the town’s many advantages is it’s 
abundant supply of pure water. It is perhaps one of the 

fi nest water supplies for its people than any town in 
Alabama, and maybe in America. In fact, the National 
Rural Water Association, in 2001, named the Riverside 

water system as the best tasting water in America.

In 1964, both the main part of town and the
Southern Railroad were raised 14.2 feet to allow for 

the infl ux of water back up due to the construction of 
Logan Martin Dam. Riverside is a town of rolling hills, 

mountain views, water recreation and a great place to 
live. Our Town has over 10 miles of gorgeous shoreline 

within it’s city limits, and we pride ourselves on the 
beauty and the tranquility of this majestic river.

Fishing, boating, and water sports are a big part of the 
overall experience of living in Riverside.

R i v e r s i d e  C i t y  H a l l
379 Depot Street   |   Riverside, Alabama 35135

205.338.7692 00
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Leeds Water Works Board is a Proud Member of

Leeds
Water Works Board

Excellence in Water & Service, Est. 1943

Board Members
Michael L. Hall  - Chairman

Carey Kennedy - Vice Chairman
Lee Barnes - Secretary

8651 Thornton Ave, Leeds, AL 35094
Phone (205) 699-5151

Hours 8:00 AM – 4:45 PM
000274851r1

Pell City Chamber of Commerce names Citizen of the Year
Police Chief Paul Irwin says award ‘is about our department’

Chicago Mike’s offers a taste of the Windy City

By NICK PATTERSON 
Special to The Daily 
Home

The name Chicago 
Mike’s Hot Dogs might 

conjure up an image of 
a guy who wears his 
Windy City street cred 
on his sleeve, but patrons 
of the Pell City eatery 
know better.

In fact, Chicago 
Mike’s is run by 
Michelle Collum and 
her daughter Jennifer 
Pennington. “My 
daughter says we are a 
mother-daughter team 
that cooks with love,” 
Collum said.

It was 2012 when 
Collum and her husband 
Kyle bought Chicago 
Mike’s, which, at the 
time, had been operating 
in Homewood for years. 
But it was their daughter 
Jennifer’s influence - 
and a needed change in 
circumstances - that led 
to the purchase.

Collum had worked 
as a health care risk 
manager, and had left 
that job to get a different 
degree. As soon as she 
did, her father became 

ill. “I was taking care 
of my elderly parents at 
the time and aware that 
I was going to have to 
find something else to 
do before I lost them 
or that was going to be 
devastating,” she said. 
“She [Jennifer] called 
and said, ‘Mom, my 
favorite hot dog stand is 
for sale’ and I shocked 
her and bought it.”

Jennifer, it turns 
out, had been eating 
at Chicago Mike’s for 
years - “the chili cheese 
dog, as a matter of fact,” 
Collum said. “The chili 
cheese dog sold me this 
restaurant. That was her 
favorite at the time.”

They kept the name 
selected by the original 
owner because loyal 
customers insisted on 

it, Collum said. They 
remained in Homewood 
for five years, before 
moving the business 
close to home, 2300 
Cogswell Avenue in 

Pell City. Customers 
followed.“We have 
Birmingham customers 
who have come and 
Pell City is learning 

we’re here. Talladega is 
learning we’re here, too,” 
she said.

Chicago Mike’s 
moved into an 80-year 
old, 800-square-foot 

building that previously 
housed businesses as 
varied as a service station 
and a hair salon. After a 
three-month renovation 

by Collum and her 
contractor, the business 
now seats 19 inside and 
several more outside at 
four picnic tables. 

And once they got a 
bigger space, they got 
an oven, and rewarded 
customers with a menu 
that has expanded 
considerably past just 
hot dogs.While most 
of Chicago Mike’s 
original menu remains, 
the Collums have made 
improvements. “We do 
stuffed spuds. We are a 
sandwich shop. We have 
hot dogs, hamburgers, 

potatoes, lots of salads. 
We are a model that 
doesn’t exist in this area. 
There’s not anything else 
that provides what we 
have,” Collum said. 

“We don’t give you 
little skinny $2 hot dogs. 
We’re going to give you 
a giant.  We’ve been 
called a gourmet hot dog 
- which makes us laugh,” 
she said, adding that their 
dog is “large, all-beef, 
loaded, full. If you leave 
here hungry, it’s your 
fault.”

Hot dog offerings 
include their own Vulcan 

Chicago Mike’s Hot Dogs opened its St. Clair County location in 2017.
           Submitted photo  

Friendly smiles and good food are served up at Chicago Mike’s in Pell City. 
Submitted photo



THE DAILY HOME Sunday, February 23, 20204A

1400 9th Street
Leeds, AL 35094

CITY OF 
LEEDS

(205) 699-2585

MAYOR DAVID MILLER
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Kenneth Washington
Eric G. Turner

Johnny G. Dutton
Ryan Bell

Linda Miller

Leeds City Council meets on the first and 
third Monday nights at 6:00 PM, unless 
otherwise specified.  Meetings are held in 
the Leeds Civic Center Meeting Room at 
1000 Park Drive, Leeds, Alabama  35094.

Are you stuck between wanting to live in a 
friendly small town, but also yearning for all 
of the modern amenities of the big city, like 
abundant shopping, great entertainment, 

and convenient interstate access? 
If this sounds like you, Leeds, Alabama

 just may be your dream city.

CITY HALL

leedsalabama.org

000275015r1

Shop
Pell City!

1818 Cogswell Ave. | Pell City

(205) 338-1795
Eclipse CBD, Bath & Body,

Gummies and full spectrum tinctures.

Collector’s Showcase

Frank and Diane Seals
4504 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City, Alabama 35125

205.338.0855

New Pottery shipment, 
assortment of iron, wooden chairs, 
swings and arbors, yard art, fairy 

garden supplies and an array of rare 
perennial and annual flowers.

We Now Have 
Farmhouse Accessories

Open Mon.-Sat. 10:00am-6:00pm

“A Place For All Occasions”
Celebrations

• Weddings  •Receptions •Anniversaries
Birthdays  •Showers

& Any Other Special Occasion

3005 Martin St. S. (Hwy. 231) Cropwell, AL • 205.884.8632

Get crave-worthy lids, lips and cheeks. 
Shadow Stack, Lip Duets and Lasting 
Cheekcolors provide easy on-the-go 

color that instantly brightens.

Merle Norman Cosmetic Studios have been independently owned and operated since 1931.

1915 Cogswell Ave, Ste. 1
Pell City, AL 35125 205-338-2625

COMMUNITY CREDIT

•Consumer Loans •Personal  •Automobile
•Real Estate (land only)  •Mobile Homes

1912 Cogswell Ave., Pell City 
205-338-4433

NMLS #206244

Giving you the MONEY
 you need

and the CREDIT 
YOU DESERVE!!!

Call Sherry Beene for ANY type
of loan you may need!

Loans from 
$250 to $10,000

 with approved 
application.

NMLS #206219 Flower Art
by Vanessa

4503 Cogswell Avenue
Pell City, AL 35125

flowerartbyvanessa.com

205.525.4503

Hotline for funeral
emergencies 205-531-3944

Flowers for All Occasions.

2305 Stemley Bridge Rd
Pell City, AL 35128 (205) 884-1160

www.wellwaywholehealthshoppe.com

10 -20% Off First
Tuesday of each month.

CBD, Vitamins, Herbs, Sports 
Nutrition, Grocery, Skin Care,

PH Water, Household and Pet Care

“Live Life Well”

925 23rd St. N. • Pell City 205.338.3952

See Us First For All Your Landscape Materials!
•Shrubs  •Trees  •Pine Straw  •Pine Bark  •Potting Soil 

G R E E N H O U S E S  &  N U R S E R Y

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS

Unique 
Handmade 
Items Including 
Jewelry, Pottery, Wood, Glass, Paintings, Candles and Soap.

1915 Cogswell Ave | Pell City, AL | 205.884.2787

Tues-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm  Sat. 10 am - 4 pm
1604 Martin Street South

Pell City, AL 35128 | 205-338-9872

Monday - Friday 8AM - 6PM

Family Owned,
   Competitive Prices,
            After Hour Service

Serving the area since 1975.

The most experienced locksmith in the
area for all your auto lock and key needs!

Serving all of St. Clair, Shelby
and Talladega Counties.

WANDA’s
Silk Flowers

3508 Cogswell Ave, Pell City, AL 35125
Inside the Pink Store

(205) 913-1942

Floral Arrangements
Funeral Sprays

Holiday Decorations

Located inside The Old Gray Barn

FedEx and UPS Authorized 
Shipping Center

1910 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125

205-338-0791

Your dollars go farther - so you don’t have to.
Supporting local businesses helps create jobs and keep our community on the grow!

HOME DECOR
DECORATING SERVICES

HOME STAGING

1605 Martin St. S. |  Suite 4
Pell City, AL 35128

(409) 781-3441

We
offer gifts,

home decor, 
decorating

services, custom 
silk flower 

arrangements,
event planning & 

decor, home staging, 
and much more!

Like Us on 
Facebook

Wednesday - 
Saturday

10am-6pm

000274879r1

Dog, which adds slaw to 
a chili cheese dog. And 
their hamburgers are 
apparently the talk of their 
Pell City clientele, Collum 
said.“When we worked in 
Homewood, nobody asked 
us a single thing about our 
burgers. They just ordered 
them. Everyone here wants 
to know if we hand-patty 
our burgers. And the 

answer is ‘Oh, yeah, that 
morning.’ We do it daily.

“We get asked for them 
several ways. Is it real 
meat? Do you make them 
yourselves?” she said. 
Chicago Mike’s customers 
want “a real hamburger. 
Growing up, I called those 
truck stop burgers. They’re 
a six ounce patty on a five 
inch bun. Everything we 

do is large.. It’s all big, it’s 
all messy. You’re going to 
get a knife and fork with 
pretty much everything we 
serve,” she said.

Open Tuesday through 
Saturday, Chicago Mike’s 
also stays open late enough 
to accommodate customers 
who are heading home for 
work at dinner time. They 
have a food truck - the Dog 

House - which Kyle(who 
has what Michelle calls “a 
real job” at UAB) operates 
during festivals. 

And they have a simple 
philosophy for winning 
friends and influencing 
appetites:

“We prepare your food 
when you order it, exactly 
like you order it with the 
finest ingredients we can 

find,” Collum said. “We 
have fresh delicious food 
prepared by a mother-
daughter team who’s going 

to remember your name 
when you come back 
again. We’ll give you the 
best service you’ll find.”

Hot dogs aren’t all that’s on the menu at Chicago Mike’s.  The Pell City restaurant also serves up 
burgers, loaded potatoes, sandwiches and salads.

Submitted photo
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†The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will continue 
to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The 
APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the 
minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 1/1/2019 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 3/31/2020.
**See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions.  Special financing offers valid on Qualifying Equipment only. Offers vary by equipment. All sales must be to homeowners 
in the United States. Void where prohibited.

AL CERT #17078

0% INTEREST
for 36 months †

UNSTOPPABLE
PERFORMANCE.

UNBEATABLE
DEALS.
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By VALLEAN 
JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

The story of  Jamison 
Taylor’s School of Music 
began almost a decade 
ago when the talented 
musician moved back 
to his hometown of 
Pell City and posted 
on Facebook he was 

available for private 
lessons. 

Before long, he 

opened the school at its 
current location at 1916 
1st Ave. N., with five 
instructors and more than 
100 weekly students, 
and it is still growing 
today.  Its success was 
recognized late last year 
when the school was 

named Small Business of 
the Year by the Pell City 
Chamber of Commerce.

Taylor said he is 
“greatly honored” to have 
received the recognition 
of how his hard work 
has paid off, even if he 
doesn’t really consider 
what he does work.   
“My days are really long, 
but I never want to take 

a day off. It is my love 
for people that keeps me 
going and inspired.”

Besides offering 
weekly lessons on just 
about any instrument 
and in voice, the school 
offers several programs 
that help students 
perform as bands at 
local events. The school 
provides entertainment                 

WOOD
APPRAISAL 

SERVICE

Dot H. Wood - State Certified Appraiser
Dotwood59@gmail.com

1704 Cogswell Avenue   |   Pell City, Alabama 35125

205-884-1608

WHAT’S 
YOUR 
HOME 

REALLY 
WORTH?

000274537r1

2806 Moody Parkway  |  Moody, AL

205-640-6234
HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8am-4:30pm, Fri. 8am-4:00pm

If your vehicle needs 
auto body repair, check out 

Simpson Collision Center, LLC 
in Moody, AL.

 ACCEPTING ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS.

SIMPSON

center, LLC
Family Owned and Operated since 1987.

000274495r1
000274774r1

City of Odenville
A Good Place To Call Home

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Jimmy Bailey-Mayor Pro Tem

Ed Brasher
Jeff Forman

Brenda Riddle
Don Smith

183 Alabama Street, Odenville, AL 3512
205.629.6366

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
2nd and 4th Monday -  7:00p.m.

Work Sessions - 2nd Monday - 6:00p.m.

Mayor 
Rodney 
(Buck) 

Christian

CITY DEPARTMENTS
•City Hall •Building Department •Fire Department

•Police Department•Public Works Department 
•Utility Departments •Library

000274901r1

Small Business of the Year:
Jamison Taylor School of Music

Pell City musician Jamison Taylor shares his love of music by offering local students opportunities 
to study instruments and voice.

Submitted photo

Jamison Taylor addresses the audience after his school of music was named Small Business of the 
Year by the Pell City Chamber of Commerce.

Photo by TUCKER WEBB
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1667 Wood St., Steele, AL 35987
Phone 256-570-0777 • Fax 256-570-0764

Email: jandktires@gmail.com
Website: jandktire.com

•Tires •Brakes
•Alignments
•Shocks •Struts
•Oil Change
•Minor Auto Repair

Wood SSt SSteele AAL 3L 3 985987

Great Service Since 1997

Kurt & 
Lisa Nassif 

owners

 MOODY AL
2529 Moody Pkwy.

205-640-1028

Because there really
 is a difference. 

For years, women 
have relied on 
Merle Norman 
to meet their 

Skin Care and 
Color needs.

SHAW’S
Hickory Smoked Bar-B-Q

“Put Some South in Your Mouth “
205-594-7801

Hwy. 231 N., Ashville, Alabama

Full Menu Available  Including Chicken & Dressing
 with all the sides, BBQ Ribs, Sandwiches, Nachos,

Chicken Tenders, Catfish, Baked Potatoes 
WE ALSO CATER, CALL US!!!

205.467.0781 Office 
205.229.7412 Cell

m o n t y r e e d @ a l l s t a t e. co m

Monty Reed - Exclusive Agent
Reed Agency

5383 US Hwy 11  •    Springville, AL 35146

Offi  cial Insurance
Sponsor

A good neighbor is someone who 
cares about your community, 

your family, and your well being. 
That’s Patterson Pharmacy, 
 your local Good Neighbor 

Pharmacy. 

PATTERSON
PHARMACY

7513 Patterson Dr  
Leeds

(205) 699-5113

Serving The Community
Since 1966

77 7th Avenue
Ashville, AL
Call In Order:

Allow 10-15 Minutes
SUNDAY-THURSDAY 

10:30 AM - 3 PM
FRIDAY OPEN TIL 8 PM
Thank You For 
Your Business!

Homestyle Cafe
Two Sisters

205-594-5777

TOW MONKEY
24 Hour Towing & Recovery

205-801-9266
towmonkey24@yahoo.com

205-594-5461
Fax 205-594-5462

Jalene Peaspanen
Contact us @sewniceembroidery.com

• Screen Printing • Embroidery
 • Team Uniforms • Business Shirts

• School/Club/Spirit Tees • Hats and More

70 6th Ave.,  Ashville, AL  •  205-594-5461

8299 Railroad Ave.
Leeds, AL

205-699-2695

AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 107

14303 Hwy. 411  •  Odenville, AL

Outdoor Power Equipment, Inc.
OAKRIDGE

205-629-2270
POWER EQUIPMENT 

WE SERVICE:

•Ferris
•Country Clipper

•Snapper
•Echo

•Shindaiwa

POWER 
EQUIPMENT 

BRANDS 
WE SELL:

•Mowers •Trimmers 
•Blowers •Saws 

•Portable Generators 
•Pressure Washers

•Service Most Major Brands

Springville
Small Engine Service

205-467-0373
Stacy Shoop Owner

7885 Hwy. 11 North 
Springville

If your vehicle needs auto body repair, check out 
Simpson Collision Center, LLC in Moody, AL.

ACCEPTING ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS
2806 Moody Parkway | Moody, AL  |  205-640-6234

SIMPSON

center, LLC
Family Owned and Operated since 1987.

www.facebook.com/DR-AutoDiesel

100 Council Dr.
Odenville, AL 35120

Daniel White
205-405-7116

ASE and Ford 
Diesel Master Certifi ed

Motorcycle Servicing Available

Randall Foster
205-505-9032

15226 Hwy. 411, Odenville, Al           205.629.2200
www.anglerrecycling.com

Angler Recycling, LLC

Cars•Iron•Copper•Aluminum•Stainless Brass
Electric Motors•Sealed Units

CCC CC StCC CCC l i St i l

Recycling Trash to Treasure

Jean’s Flowers

Flowers 
For Every 
Occasion

CAROL HOWARD
DESIGNER/OWNER

CARL HOWARD
OWNER/DESIGNER

2606 Moody Pkwy., Moody, AL 35004

205-640-5451
www.jeansflowersonline.com

AREA
MARKETPLACE

000274900r1

Men’s Boots 
Starting at
$79

FARRIS 
LOCK AND KEY

farrislockandkey.com

Tel. 205-577-7752
AESBL#1823

In God We Trust

Vehicle • Residential 
Commercial

The  finest in new and pre-owned golf carts. 
Expert assistance & over 20 years experience.

 Prompt and friendly service. 

2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd., Vincent, AL 35178
Phone: (205) 525-0131

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Sat.: 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Your One-Stop Shop 
for Service, Repair, 

and Accessories. 

Murray’s
Garage, Inc.

24 Hour Towing

1600 9th Street
Leeds, AL 35094

205-699-6651 

Air Cushion 
Recovery

Wheel Lifts - 
Light & Heavy 

Duty 
Wreckers

Complete 
Auto., 

Truck &
Body Repair

BOOT SALE!

Rose’s
Shoes & Boots
1715 2nd Ave. East, Hwy. 75 N.    

Oneonta, AL 35121

205-853-8635

Mon-Sat 9am-7pm  |  Sunday  1pm-5pm

All Major Credit Cards

Like Rose’s Shoes 
& Boots on Facebook

$79Mens Boots
starting at 

Savvy
SHOES $39

Jamison and Brandy Taylor display the 
chamber’s Small Business of the Year Award.

Photo by TUCKER WEBB

at such events as Relay for 
Life, Fall Frenzy, National 
Night Out and at various 
local churches. 

Taylor and his staff also 
volunteer and teach in area 
public and private schools, 
and Taylor personally 
donates his time, talent and 
resources to more than 20 
organizations and events 
each year.

“Music is, always 
has been, and will be my 
life,” he said. “I became 
the drummer at my dad’s 
church at the age of 4. 
My dad was a pastor, 
and our church was filled 
with instruments. By high 
school, I learned the bass, 
guitar and piano. I have 
basically been playing and 
performing my entire life.  
Most nights after playing, 
singing and teaching 
all day, I still play my 
guitar when I get home 
and before I leave in the 
mornings.”

When starting the 
school, “initially I offered 
private lessons on bass, 
drums, guitar, mandolin, 
piano and voice. We still 
offer those, as well as 
ukulele, violin, banjo, 
music theory, songwriting 
and artist development 
opportunities, and we have 
an in-house recording 
studio.” 

The school also offers 
a band program, music 
camp and opportunities 
for students to take part 
in local performances at 
events and venues. Taylor 
and fellow instructors 
work diligently to make 
sure students are not only 
practicing but experiencing 
the use of what they have 
learned. 

“Backstage Pass, 

the band program, is a 
year-long program where 
students are placed in 
a band to learn songs 
together, have monthly 
rehearsals, and perform at 
events,” Taylor said.

Just as music has no 
expiration date, there is no 
age restriction to enroll in 
the school. According to 
Taylor, it is never too early 
or late to learn music. 

“Most of our students 
stay with us for years. 
There is no recommended 
time for completion 
because you really never 
stop learning with music,” 
he said. 

Taylor considers his 
daily reward being able 
to share his love of music 
with his students and 
the success of those who 
have become professional 
musicians, teachers and 
worship leaders. And he’s 
constantly looking for new 
ways of sharing.

“In 2020, we are 
launching preschool music 
and motion classes with 
one of our instructors, 
Marlene Wolf,” he said.  
Plans for the upcoming 
year also include hosting 
the school’s annual  music 
camp the third week of 
June.

“I created the week-
long fun environment for 
students ages 4 to 17 who 
do not currently play an 
instrument or take lessons 
to experience daily classes 
in piano, guitar, drums, 
violin, voice and ukulele,” 
Taylor said. 

Music, he added, is an 
art that keeps on giving 
and never ages.  “It makes 
me the happiest to make 
music.”

 H

ORSE PENS 40Outdoor
Nature Park

3525 Co. Rd. 42
Steele, AL 35987 256-538-7439

Owned and Operated by the Schultz Family

•200 + Tent Sites
 •RV Hookups
•Camping
•Nature Trails

•Bouldering
•Picnicking
•FESTIVALS
•Bluegrass

•Native American
•Civil War
•Arts & Crafts

Check Us Out Online
at www.HP40.com

Upcoming Events
2nd Annual Frontier Days - March 6-8, 2020

Chandler Mountain Challenge - March 14, 2020
HP40 Songwriter Fest - May 1-3, 2020

Bluegrass & Craft Fest - May 22 & 23, 2020
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By JOHN DOWD
Special to The Daily Home

The Pell City 
Chamber of Commerce 
takes great pride in 
its yearly activities 
and strives to bring 
the businesses of their 
community closer 
together. 

According to 
Urainah Glidewell, the 
chamber’s new executive 
director, “we try to 
have something every 
month for businesses 
to come out and build 
relationships with each 
other, along with the 
community. Our main 
goal is to bring people 

together.” 
Glidewell assumed 

duties as executive 
director last December, 
leaving her former 
position on the chamber’s 
board of directors to 
take over day-to-day 
operations. She served 
on the board for two 
years and as director 
is now responsible for 
administration duties, 
project leadership 
and information 
dissemination. 

In the upcoming year, 
the chamber is proud to 
present many returning 
activities, as well as a 
couple of additions. One 
ongoing project is the 
chamber’s initiative to 
highlight community 
members and businesses 
in an event called 
Business After Hours. 

The event was started 
more than a year ago and 
is held once a month. 
Business After Hours 

is hosted by businesses 
in the community, and 
Glidewell says the events 
“give local businesses the 
opportunity to network 
with others and to 
showcase their business.” 
The event is held the first 
Thursday of every month. 
Information on locations 
can be found in the event 
calendar of the chamber’s 
website, as well as its 
Facebook page.

Other popular 
returning events will 
be the Hometown 
Block Party, which is 
scheduled for June 6, and 
the Chamber Business 
Awards, which will be 
presented in November. 
The business awards 
allow the chamber to 
highlight businesses 
and individuals of the 
community. 

Several of the awards 
given out include 
Business of the Year, 
Citizen of the Year, 
Police Officer and 
Firefighter of the Year 
and Small Business of 
the Year. Each award 
is often presented by 
a representative from 
the community who 
is familiar with the 
perspective area. “It is 
wonderful to see these 
businesses receive 
recognition for all they 
do in the community,” 
said Glidewell. 

A new addition 
into the yearly lineup 
currently in the works 
is a job fair, which will 
bring out local businesses 

looking to hire and to 
show off their company. 
The new initiative will 
hopefully be tried this 
year. Also, this year, the 
chamber will be host a 
kayak bass tournament 
on March 4-5. The event 
will be unique, as the 
fishing will be done 
completely from kayaks.

The chamber 
welcomed 10 new board 
members in January 
of 2020 and, with the 
addition of their new 
optimistic executive 
director, plans to bring 
another exciting year of 
activities to the Gateway 
to Logan Martin Lake. 
More information on 
events can be obtained 
by emailing info@
pellcitychamber.
com or visiting www.
pellcitychamber.com and 
the chamber’s Facebook 
page. 

On the Facebook page 
can be found weekly 
business spotlights. These 
highlights can be found 
in the weekly newsletter 
as well. Currently the 
Chamber is seeking 
applications for the 
Block Party, which can 
be obtained by calling 
the office at 205-338-
3377, or by visiting their 
website. Sponsorships 
for the chamber are 
also appreciated, and 
businesses can find 
extra publicity through 
this avenue as well as 
receiving copies of the 
weekly newsletter and 
other benefits.

Quick Lane
at

Town & Country Ford

1103 Martin Street North   |   Pell City, Alabama, 35125   |   205-525-4777   |   PellCityQuickLane.com

PROUD TO BE A PART OF PELL 
CITY AND THE SURROUNDING 

COMMUNITIES!

LIFETIME BRAKE PAD GUARANTEE*
*Available for Motorcraft® brake pads purchased after 7/1/14 and Omnicraft™ brake pads purchased after 7/1/17. 
Nontransferable. Replacement requires copy of original repair order and completion of any other necessary brake 
service, such as brake rotor services. Motocraft or Omincraft brake pads must be installed by U.S. Ford or Lincoln 
Dealership or Quick Lane® technician to be covered. Pads only; labor costs not included. Restrictions and exclusions 
apply. Offer not available in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Quick Lane® is a registered trademark of Ford 
Motor Company. See participating U.S. Quick Lane® for details through 12/13/2020. Expires 03/30/2020.

Quick Lane at Town & Country Ford, Pell City

$20 OFF
BG FLUSH
Call your Quick Lane® Service Advisor for pricing information.
*Per-axle price on pads or shoes on my vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. Offer valid 
2/10/19 to 3/31/19. Offer not available in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Quick 
Lane® is a registered trademark of Ford Motor Company. See participating U.S. Quick 
Lane® for exclusions and details through 3/31/2020. Expires 03/30/2020

•Brake
•Transmission
•Fuel System
•Power Steering
•Coolant

See advisor for details.

$130

000274896r1

$179.99 OR LESS*

Check with your Quick Lane® Service 
Advisor to see if Motorcraft or Omniraft 
brake pads are available  for your vehicle. 

*Per-axle price on pads or shoes on my vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. Offer valid 
2/10/19 to 3/31/19. Offer not available in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Quick Lane® is a 
registered trademark of Ford Motor Company. See participating U.S. Quick Lane® for exclusions 
and details through 3/31/20. Expires 03/31/2020

MOTORCRAFT® OR OMNICRAFT™

BRAKE PADS INSTALLED

Quick Lane at Town & Country Ford, Pell City

$40

The City of Moody is dedicated to 
the economic development and 
growth of our businesses and 
community. We are committed 
to work together for continued 
progress and success.
Come be a part of the excitement 
as we pursue our future together!

Joe Lee
Mayor of Moody

000274505r1

Chamber of Commerce 
officials are

optimistic about 2020

The Pell City Chamber of Commerce’s board of directors includes, from 
left, in front, president Caren Wilbanks, vice president Denise Olivastri, 
treasurer Emily Norris and ex-officio member Chris Christian; in back, 
Jeremiah Gilreath, Rachel Herren, Laurie Brasher, Tracy Boyd, Linda 
Crow, Chelsea Nabers, Anna Otterson, Patrice Kurzejeski and Krisi 
Edwards. 

Photo by BOB CRISP

Urainah Glidewell 
is the chamber of 
commerce’s new 
executive director.

Submitted photo
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By NICK PATTERSON
Special to The Daily Home

No matter which 
way the wind blows 
in the auto business, 
Town & Country Ford 
has a recession-proof 
combination: a loyal 

staff and award-winning 
customer service, 
according to general 
manager Doug Bailey.

“Our priority is to 
create a great place to 
work, first and foremost. 
If we have great 
employee satisfaction 
then that’s going to lead 
to customer satisfaction 
and customer loyalty,” 
he said.

Town & Country 
has been in Pell City 
since 2009, after the 
ownership group behind 
it’s successful Bessemer 
dealership decided to 
expand east. Bailey, who 
had risen through the 
ranks at the Bessemer 
location since 2004, has 
been GM at Pell City 
since the store opened.

The dealership took 
over the former Pell City 
Ford. “The ownership 
group is always 
interested in expanding 
- just looking for the 
right place to go,” Bailey 
said. “Ten years ago 
with all the construction 
and the growth east of 
Birmingham on I-20, 
and Pell City Ford being 
here, it just kind of made 
sense to come into St. 
Clair County and Pell 
City.”

“We have one 
building on the hill, 

which is the original 
Pell City Ford building.          
It is now our pre-owned 
building and we built the 
new building about two 
and a half years ago.”

More crucial than the 
location, though, were 
the people, Bailey said. 

“We were able to keep 
a lot of the customers 
who were already here.  
More importantly we 
were able to keep a lot of 
the employees that were 
here. That was a key for 
us. A lot of good people 
worked here. We were 

able to hang on to a lot 
of those guys, and that’s 
helped us tremendously 
also. A familiar face 
never hurts.”

That holds true in 
both Town & Country 
locations, he said, 
estimating that the 
Bessemer store has kept 
about 80 percent of the 
sales force 15 years or 
more. “We’ve got several 
[in Pell City] who have 
been here 8-plus years of 
the 10 we’ve been here. 
So we’ve been fortunate 

to have a lot of good 
local talent and good 
local people wanting to 

come to work and that’s 
been a great pool for us 
to pull from in the county 

Pell City is home to one of the top Ford dealers in the nation
Town & Country takes pride in award-winning customer service

1000 Bruce Etheredge Pkwy #105  |  Pell City, AL 35128

(205) 338-3377  |  PellCityChamber.com

nown by most as 

“The Gateway 

to Logan Martin 

Lake,” much of Pell City 

borders picturesque waters, an 

inviting scene to all who visit 

& call this special place home. Recreational 

offerings are among the best in the state, 

schools are nationally accredited, quality 

health care is central to the city, and houses 

of worship, representing virtually every 

denomination, are welcoming.
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Paint a happy home
We proudly carry Benjamin Moore® premium 
paints, giving you the very best color and quality 
for your pain project.

2640 Martin St S, Pell City, AL 35128

(205) 813-0011
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Pell City

SPRINGVILLE CITY COUNCIL

Contact Information
Mayor William Isley Jr. | wisley@cityofspringville.com
David Jones | djonesdistrict6@cityofspringville.com
Katrina Hennings | khennings@cityofspringville.com
Sherry Reaves | sreaves@cityofspringville.com
David Vinson | dvinson@cityofspringville.com
Herbert Toles| htoles@cityofspringville.com
Wayne Tucker | wtucker@cityofspringville.com
Tim Walker | twalker@cityofspringville.com

City of
Springville

CITY HALL HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 am – 4:30 pm

Friday: 7:30 am – 1:00 pm

The City Council holds regular council 
meetings on the first and third Monday 

of each month at 6:00 p.m. 
A work session may be held prior to the 

meeting at 5:00 or 5:30 p.m.

160 Walker Drive, Springville, AL 35146
Phone (205) 467-6133
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Town & Country Ford in Pell City takes pride in its knowledgeable staff and award-winning customer 
service. 

Submitted photo

The Ford dealership has operated in Pell City since 2009. 
Submitted photo
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and the city.”
Success also requires 

building relationships with 
customers, because the 
dealership wants them to 
keep coming back, he said.

“When you’re not in a 
major metropolitan market, 
controlling defection is the 
key.  So if you give them 
a great experience when 
they purchase and a great 
experience in maintenance 
and a great experience 
in service and have the 
opportunity to sell them 
their next vehicle and then 
their next one, that’s what 
keeps you consistent and 
recession-proof.”

He’s already seen that 
in action, he said. “They 
purchased this store in 
2009 in the middle of the 
recession. So while other 
businesses were closing 

and other car dealers were 
closing, they were buying,” 
Bailey said. “So there’s 
proof to the employee- and 
customer-first mentality 
and your repeat and referral 
business. We depend on 
those guys. We can’t afford 
to have 20 percent of our 
customers buy elsewhere 
next year.”

Town & Country 
does solid business in 
both new and pre-owned 
car sales, ranking as 
one of the top dealers 
in the U.S. for certified 
pre-owned cars. The 
company also frequently 
wins awards for customer 
satisfaction – Bailey cited 
four president’s awards 
from Ford, a One Ford 
Elite award from the 
manufacturer, and an 
award from Ford Motor 

Town & Country Ford is at 1103 Martin Street N in Pell City. 
Submitted photo

Doug Bailey serves as the dealership’s general 
manager. 

Submitted photo

Town & Country ranks among the top dealers in the United States for certified pre-owned auto 
sales. 

Submitted photo



THE DAILY HOMESunday, February 23, 2020 11A

St. Clair County
REALTORS

Turning Your Dreams into Reality

205.243.1582 Direct 
205.338.7320 Office

email me at marshab@eraking.com

MARSHA BATES 
REALTOR®

2319 Cogswell Ave. | Suite 101
Pell City, Al 35125

Nicole Anderson
Realtor, Lake Expert

205-753-0225
#soldbynicole

NATASHA O’KONSKI
205.812.4917
NatashaSellsForYou.com

205-405-0084
418 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128
s.kujan@att.net

Shirley Kujan Realtor®

www.realtyprospc.com

Call Us For All
Your Real Estate Needsbonnievsellshomes@gmail.com

Bonnie Voss Associate Broker, CRS ABR CSP
Cell: (205) 613-2229

NATASHA O’KONSKI
205.812.4917
NatashaSellsForYou.com

Mobile: 256-375-2710
Offi  ce : 205-338-7320

 mckinneyhomes4u.com
kaym@eraking.com

2310 Cogswell Ave., Pell City
HOME IS WHERE YOUR STORY BEGINS

Kay McKinney
LAKE EXPERT/REALTOR®

205-531-1778
205-884-0400 Offi  ce

418 Martin St. S.  |  Pell City, AL 35128
sales@thehomekeys.com

Adam Green Realtor®

www.realtyprospc.com

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

ALESIA MITCHAM
Realtor

abmitcham@gmail.com
www.fi eldsgossett.com

Offi  ce: 205-884-2300
Fax: 205-884-2301

Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741
Cell: 205-405-0860

pellcityrealtor.com
2319 Cogswell Ave, Suite 200

Pell City, Al 35125

205-368-9772

RESIDENTIAL   COMMERCIAL   LAKE FRONT PROPERTIES

Valley.com

205-338-3500
Connect with us:

Tracy Boyd
Realtor, Lake Expert
256-749-7186

lakerealortracy@gmail.com

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

TINA STALLINGS
Realtor

TinaStallings212@msn.com
www.FieldsGossett.com

Offi  ce: 205-884-2300 | Fax: 205-884-2301
Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741
Cell: 205-337-8509

205-369-5783
418 Martin St. S.

Pell City, AL 35128
ritafoster@centurytel.net

Rita Foster
Associate Broker

205-965-9697
418 Martin St. S.

Pell City, AL 35128
ronniefoster@centurytel.net

Ronnie Foster
Associate Broker

www.realtyprospc.com

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

LAURIE BRASHER
Realtor

FieldsGossett.com

Offi  ce: 205-884-2300 | Fax: 205-884-2301
Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741
Cell: 205-365-3639

30 Comer Ave., Pell City
www.SharonThomas.net

(205)338-SELL (7355)

SHARON THOMAS, BROKER
Sharon@SharonThomas.net

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

SHAWN STORY
Realtor

ShawnStory3@gmail.com

Offi  ce: 205-884-2300 | Fax: 205-884-2301
Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741
Cell: 205-473-6206

tharris@BlueHouseSells.com

Theresa Harris 
Associate Broker

205.283.3576
14203 US Hwy. 411  

 Odenville, AL

 (205) 594-5391 or
1-800-542-9376

17 Court Street, West  Ashville

“Serving St. Clair & surrounding counties for all of your Real Estate needs”                                        
Josh Kell - Broker

For Kell Realty Listings view our webpage @ www.kellrealty.com

MOODY 
REALTY

Paula Krafft
Life Member 

Club of Excellence

Homes - Land - New Construction

“I represent buyers and sellers 
throughout St. Clair County and 

surrounding areas.”

Paula Krafft, Realtor 

www.moodyrealtyal.com

Cell 205-365-9612
Offi ce 205-640-5420

paula@moodyrealtyal.com
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508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

Amanda
Parsons
Realtor

amanda.parsons.realtor@gmail.com
www.fi eldsgossett.com

Offi  ce: 205-884-2300
Fax: 205-884-2301

Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741
Cell: 205-368-6184

 219 Main St. 
Trussville, AL 35173

Phone: (205) 661-0662
tinapoe@kw.com

Cell: (205) 999-2933 Tina Poe

TRUSSVILLE

Credit – all recognizing the Pell City 
dealership as one of the best in the 
country.

“The two things that mean the most 
to me are, number one, the number 
of employees that have been with us 
for 8-plus years and all the customer 
satisfaction awards we’ve been able to 
win, or that we’ve been able to earn, 
rather,” he said.

Bailey is also proud of the growth 
at his dealership and efforts they make 
to provide good jobs. “In 10 years, 
we’ve grown from about 16 employees 
to about 52 and we continue to grow,” 
he said. “A lot of people really don’t 
know how many jobs and what a lot 
of dealers offer. Dealerships are a 
good source of employment. People 
want to stay local and learn a trade. 
We scholarship a couple of young 
men every year from Lawson State 

Community College that want to be 
diesel mechanics. That’s a two-year 
program and we’ll put them through 
it and then they do like 6 weeks at 
school, 6 weeks here until they’re 
done and they’ll be able to make some 
money, have a scholarship that’s paid 
for by us and then have a job waiting 
on them when they’re done.”

Building and retaining a strong, 
stable staff means investing in people, 
he said. “You take the time - you spend 
a lot of one-on-one time with people. 
You get to know them. We’ve basically 
become a family. We probably spend 
more time here a lot of days than we 
do at home. And you understand what 
their goals are and how to help them 
achieve them and you work to help 
them every day to be successful. And 
that’s what we try to do.”

The dealership’s service department strives to provide customers with “a great 
experience.”

Submitted photo
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PellCityFord.com
“Experience Our Award Winning Attitude”

Pell City, AL  |  205-884-0000  |  1-20 • Exit 158 • Hwy 231

Visit us to see our huge selection of cars, trucks, and SUV’s.

We are proud to be able 
to grow with Pell City and 

the surrounding community.

Come and see our state-of-the-art showroom, our beautiful 
waiting area, and the best service department anywhere, 

not to mention the friendliest staff and salespeople. 

Roush Vehicles
We are one of the top Roush dealers 
in the nation and the #1 Roush 
dealer in Alabama! We have a large 
selection of trucks and Mustangs 
available and the ability to assist 
you in the building of your very own 
custom Roush vehicle. Contact us for 
more details!
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By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

The Greater Coosa 
Valley Chamber of 
Commerce continues 
to grow and prosper, 
according to Tom Roberts, 
the organization’s 
president and CEO.

Roberts works around 
the clock to promote 
Childersburg and 
surrounding areas through 
the chamber.

“Childersburg is 
growing by leaps and 
bounds, and 2019 was 
another solid year for the 
chamber,” Roberts said. 
“Traffic to our community 
continues to increase 
from our surrounding 
areas. It’s important that 
we continue to reach out 
and work with them. We 
need each other to be 
successful. This year, we 
hope to continue to grow 
those relationships.”

Roberts said 
the chamber has 
approximately 250 
members from 
Childersburg and its 
surrounding cities. 

Roberts added the 
chamber welcomed 
several new businesses 
throughout the year.

The Glam Factory, a 
full service salon opened 
downtown in December 
of 2019.

Its first day of business 
was Dec. 13. A ribbon 
cutting was the next day, 
hosted by the Greater 
Coosa Valley Chamber 
of Commerce, Roberts 
noted. 

The Glam Factory 
offers a multitude of 
beauty services for hair, 
nails and face. 

It is owned by 
Childersburg native, 
Chelsee Davis. The salon 
is at 707 1st St. SW in 
Childersburg.

Earlier this month, 
Mimi’s Sweets and Treats 
also held a ribbon cutting 
for its new location 
at 1009 1st St. SW in 
Childersburg.

“Mimi’s is no longer 
just a bakery but also a 
deli offering sandwiches,” 
Roberts said. 

Other local restaurants 
such as The Italian Cafe 
and Cuppa Grace are also 
thriving, Roberts said. 

Many of the 
chamber’s annual events 
are also on the horizon. 

The annual Chamber 
Banquet is set for 
Thursday, March 5, at 6 
p.m. in Margie Sanford 
Hall on the Childersburg 

campus of Central 
Alabama Community 
College.

Tickets will be 
available at the chamber 
office or from chamber 
board members.

Roberts said the 
community awards are 
for nonprofit, established 
business, new business, 
new industry, citizen of 
the year, city employee of 
the year and the Hall of 
Fame selection.

Roberts commented 
that the food will be 
catered by Coosa Valley 
Medical Center’s Hickory 
Street Café.

The next big event 
is CoosaFest 480 set 
for Saturday, April 18, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
downtown Childersburg.

“Last year we had 
about 100 vendors, and 
are hoping for good 
weather this time,” 
Roberts said. 

“We will have live 
entertainment throughout 
the day from the stage. 
Vendor applications are 
available on the chamber 
Facebook page or at the 
office.”

The following 
Saturday, April 25, the 
annual Kymulga Grits 
Festival will take place 
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
at the Kymulga Grist Mill 
Park. 

“There will be a great 
lineup of music, food 
and plenty of family fun 
activities,” Roberts said.

The chamber president 
added there are plans for 
a community-wide Easter 
Egg Hunt on April 11, 
with more details to be 
announced in the coming 
days. 

The chamber also 
continues to build 
its relationship with 
its members and the 
community through 
chamber coffees, ribbon 
cuttings and more. 

“Our future looks 
bright,” Roberts said. 
“Business both downtown 
and on the 280 corridor 
continues to expand. 
There is a lot more 
downtown now than 
people realize. We have 
things other towns our 
size don’t have, and more 
people are starting to take 
notice.”

The Greater Coosa 
Valley Chamber of 
Commerce is at 805 3rd 
St. SW in Childersburg. 
For more information, 
call 256-378-5482 or visit 
its Facebook page.

Childersburg grows by ‘leaps and bounds’ during 2019
Coosa Valley Chamber director sees bring future for business community

The office of the Greater Coosa Valley Chamber of Commerce is at 805 3rd Street SW in Childersburg. 
Photo submitted

CoosaFest returns to Childersburg in April.  The community festival has become a favorite local 
event.

Photo submitted

A youngster admires her painted face during a recent CoosaFest.  This year’s event is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 18. 

Photo submitted

Food, music and fun are hallmarks of the annual CoosaFest, sponsored by the Greater Coosa Valley 
Chamber of Commerce.

Photo submitted
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Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday - Friday

www.childersburgutilities.com

The Water Works is 
immediately available 

to service any problems 
that spring up with 
sewers, gas, and 

water lines. 

Childersburg 
Water Works, Sewer 

and Gas Board

117 6th Ave. S.W., Childersburg, AL 35044
Office: 256-378-6063    •    Fax: 256-378-6825

000209185r1

24 Hour Emergency Service: 256-761-1556

By Vallean Jackson 
Special to The Daily Home

Childersburg Pet 
Clinic has been serving 
the local area by saving 
its furry and four-legged 
creatures and keeping 
them healthy since first 
opening in October of 
1992.

“To help an animal 
get better and to have 
their owner come back to 
pick them up, and I see 
the connection between 
the pet and their owner 
to see them feeling 
better is one of the many 
reasons I love what I do,” 
said Dr. Kevin Moulin, 
veterinarian and owner of 
Childersburg Pet Clinic. 
“It is most rewarding.”

Before owning his 
own clinic, Moulin 
worked at another 
establishment, but he felt 
he needed to be better 
and be heard. So he took 
matters into his own 
hands and put that job 
behind him, which led to 
opening Childersburg Pet 
Clinic. 

“A situation 
developed, and I told 
myself that I would 
no longer be in a 
predicament where I can 
not control how things 
are run, so I opened my 
own business.”

Childersburg Pet 
Clinic provides the 
services of medical, 
surgical and dentistry 
treatments, vaccinations, 
boarding and grooming 

of dogs, cats and even 
exotic animals. 

“The animals most 
seen are dogs, for 
yearly vaccinations and 
checkups more than 
anything else.”

Asked what he would 
consider his busiest time 
of year, Moulin said it’s 
the summer months with 
the hassle of fleas and 
ticks on dogs and cats. 

With his years of 
experience and being 
around animals so often, 
Moulin was asked if he 
might have ‘a Dr. Dolittle 

syndrome.’ He rejected 
the idea with a laugh but 
said he has reached a 
point where he can read 
an animal’s behavior.

“Maybe just a certain 
way the animals move 
their tail or lays (down) 
can tell me a lot.”

Moulin said that he 
and other veterinarians 
are just the same as any 
doctor and should not be 
discredited of their skills 
and capabilities because 
the patient clientele is 
different. 

“We work after 

hours and we have a 
lot of trauma cases 
from animals attacking 
animals, animals getting 
shot, or hit by cars and so 
forth.”

Childersburg Pet 
Clinic has great care for 
all its patients and their 
owners. The daily reward 
is the compliments of 
a job well done and 
returned business. With 
three other employees 
who have been employed 
10-plus years, it’s a 
cohesive staff that 
assures the best quality 

care.
“Based on my 

profession, the advice I 
would give to pet owners 
is to make sure their 
animal is getting check-
ups every six months for 
those that are unhealthy, 
and yearly check-ups for 
those that are healthy,” 
Moulin said. “Make 
sure vaccinations are up 
to date, get testing as 
needed and provide food, 
water, shelter and love.”

Moulin’s love for 
animals does not stop at 
his own business. He also 

works with an animal 
shelter in Sylacauga 
where he does check-ups, 
testing, and treatments 
at a reduced cost. As 
business maintains, the 
doctor has no plans to 
expand since the last 
expansion in 2007.

“I honestly feel like 
we are as big as we 
will ever get, but we 
are always open to the 
option for more services 
as medical technology 
continues to evolve.”

Childersburg veterinarian loves seeing pets get the care they need

Childersburg Pet Clinic is at 1440 Coosa Pines Drive.
Photo submitted
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By MICHELLE LOVE
Special to The Daily Home

Laura Strickland 
loves Sylacauga. It’s 
something that radiates 
from her very being 
as she talks about the 
town she grew up 
in. She was born and 
raised in Sylacauga 
and considers it one of 

the guiding factors in 
making her who she 
is today. A graduate of 
Sylacauga High School 
and Auburn University, 
Strickland never forgot 
her hometown roots.

 “I started out, upon 
graduation from Auburn, 
at Russell Corporation 
in Alexander City and 
I was with Russell 

for ten years. I had an 
opportunity to go work 
for my family’s business 
here in Sylacauga and 
I had also become a 
mom at that time.  I 
just saw this as a great 
opportunity to not travel 
as much with my job and 
to have more time to be 
a mom. I also enjoyed 
getting to work with my 

brother and dad in the 
family business,” she 
says.  

While she worked 
alongside her brother in 
their family business, 
the former Royal Tire 
Service, she also worked 
on the board of the 
Sylacauga Chamber of 
Commerce. “I served on 
the board of the chamber 

for three years. I really 
enjoyed working with 
the chamber and I have 
always worked within 
the community as a 
volunteer but I really 
enjoyed my time as a 
board member.”

When she and her 
brother sold the business 
in 2016, Strickland took 
some time to assess what 
her next step was for 
her, her husband, and 
child. An opportunity 
arose in the chamber of 
commerce and she has 

been there ever since. 
“This April it will be four 
years,” she says with a 
smile. 

Strickland’s role 
as executive director 
means she manages all 
aspects of the chamber 
including operations, 
programming, and 
member relations. “Our 
chamber is a typical 
small community 
chamber. We touch a 
lot of different areas of 
the community not just 
business and industry,” 

Chamber director sees Sylacauga as a city of opportunity

Strickland presents the chamber’s 2019 Horizon Award to Nancy Willis, owner of Trailwares in  
downtown Sylacauga. 

Photo submitted

Director Laura Strickland, in front, third from right, with members of the Sylacauga Chamber of Commerce’s board of directors. 
Photo submitted
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TRUCK & CAR ACCESSORIES

NOW AT OUR NEW LOCATION
37469 US Hwy. 280., Sylacauga AL 
256 626-8711   www.xrdiesel.com

Tires-Wheels • Tool Boxes 
Bed Covers & Liners Lift Kits - Leveling 
Kits •LED Lighting •WeatherTech Floor 

Liners •And so much more…

Your One-Stop 
Shop For 

Top Brands 
You Know, 

Love & Trust
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Strickland says. “We 
work with the quality of 
life initiative within the 
community and we work 
towards producing lots 
of community events 
like the Christmas parade 
and the Kids’ Fishing 
Derby at Lake Howard. 
We also work closely 
with our business and 
industry establishing 
opportunities for them and 
their businesses to grow…
we work in all aspects 
of growing the area of 
Sylacauga.”

Strickland loves that the 
chamber of commerce acts 
as a connection between 
Sylacauga residents and 
chamber representatives. 
“We like to view ourselves 
as that connector. Like 
we may not have the 
resources to actually 
implement something for 
a business but we do have 
the resources to connect 
them with other resources 
to get what they need.  
We’ve been viewed as the 
‘resource for knowledge’ 
of the community.”

As for what she 
personally enjoys about her 
job, Strickland loves being 
able to build relationships 
with her neighbors and 
fellow residents. “I enjoy 
getting to touch a lot of 
different aspects in the 
community. I’ve always 

enjoyed being involved 
as a volunteer and having 
the opportunity to make a 
difference in making our 
community better. One of 
the aspects I really loved 
when I was a business 
owner was getting to 
build relationships with 
our customers and I still 
have this opportunity to 
help grow the community 
but also to establish 
relationships with the 
citizens of the community.”

As far as the future 
is concerned, Strickland 
says the chamber has quite 
a heavy list of ideas and 
practices that will help 
Sylacauga expand. She 
calls it the “Our Vision 
2025” plan and the theme 
is “igniting the future.” 
Strickland says the plan 
includes expanding their 
leadership program that 
has been in existence for 
over 30 years and they 
plan to continue working 
with developers for the city 
and exploring programs 
related to revitalization and 
education expansion.

 One thing is certain, 
Strickland’s pride in 
Sylacauga is never waning. 
“One of our greatest 
assets that we have here 
in Sylacauga is our people 
and I think the combination 
of great people and 
opportunities really 

presents…opportunities 
for growth and education 
for children and I think we 
have a combination of all 
of the factors that make 

this such a desirable place 
to call home.”

“I always enjoy hearing 
people who haven’t lived 
here all their lives talk 

about how they view 
Sylacauga because they 
always point something out 
that I overlook as someone 
who has lived here their 

whole life.  People are 
always friendly and they 
care about their neighbor 
here.”

Members of the Sylacauga Fire Department and owner Odessa Gumm listen as Strickland welcomes The Craft Studio to the city’s historic downtown 
business district.  “We applaud their investment in the Sylacauga community,” she said.  “The Craft Studio has provided many residents and visitors an 
opportunity to create crafts in a fun setting.” 

Photo submitted

Strickland chats with guests during an event celebrating the opening of Redmond Family Dentistry.
Photo submitted

“Our chamber is a typical small community chamber,” Strickland says. “We touch a lot of different 
areas of the community.”        Photo submitted
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By DENNIS 
WASHINGTON
Special to The Daily Home 

Ruth Beaumont 
Cook’s latest book 
started 10 years ago as 
a brochure request from 
Sylacauga‘s B.B. Comer 
Memorial Library in 
advance of the city’s first 
marble festival.

“They asked me to 
put together a brochure 
about the history of the 
marble,” Cook said. “It 
was overwhelmingly 
successful, so the next 
year they asked to me 
write a book.”

Nearly nine years 
and dozens of interviews 
later, Cook celebrates 
the natural resource 
that nurtures both the 
economy and the cultural 
heritage of Alabama’s 
“Marble City” in her new 
book, “Magic in Stone: 
The Sylacauga Marble 
Story.”

“Whenever you start 
working on a book, 
you have all of this 
information but you look 
for a story thread through 
it,” Cook said. “I had no 
clue when I started what 
that was going to be.”

Cook said the clues 
starting coming together 
as she started talking 
to people who grew up 
mining marble.

“There are so many 
people who grew up in 
Gantts Quarry,” Cook 
said. “Most people 
have good memories of 
growing up there and 
work they are proud of. 
Telling those stories was 
the most interesting part 
of it.”

Commercial marble 
quarries began in 
Sylacauga in the late 
1800s. Cook said the 
marble was initially 
used by sculptors such 
as Giuseppe Moretti, 
the Italian who created 
the Vulcan statue 
on Red Mountain in 
Birmingham.

“His Vulcan won gold 
prize at the 1904 World’s 
Fair, but what most 
people don’t know is he 
also took another piece 
with him, ‘The Head of 
Christ,’ which he had 
carved from Sylacauga 
marble,” Cook said. “It 
won a silver medal.”

The notoriety 
caught the attention of 
construction managers 
around the world who 
were seeking dimension 
marble for their 
projects. By the 1930s, 
Sylacauga’s creamy 
white marble had been 
used in hundreds of 
buildings, including the 
U.S. Supreme Court 
building and the ceiling 
of the Lincoln Memorial.

“It was chosen for 
the Lincoln Memorial 
because it can be cut 
very thin and still be 
strong,” Cook said. 
“They cut it thin enough 
to be translucent and then 
rubbed it with beeswax 
and put it in the ceiling.”

Despite the marble’s 

beauty and strength, 
Cook said the demand 
for dimension marble 
in construction dropped 
dramatically by the 
1950s.

“It became obvious 
that granite was much 
easier to withstand 
pollution than marble,” 
Cook said. “Marble is 
still great if it’s thick 
enough, but if you 
make a facade of it on a 
building, it’s probably 
not going to last because 
it deteriorates from the 
pollution.”

Instead of closing 
the mines and laying off 
employees, Cook said 
the Sylacauga marble 
companies survived 
and thrived thanks to a 
growing need for calcium 
extracted from marble 
deposits and used in 
hundreds of products, 
such as cosmetics, paints 
and glue.

“They turned to 
industry and began to 
grind up the marble into 
fine powder – called 
GCC, ground calcium 
carbonate – which 
industry had a strong 
demand for,” Cook said.

Cook said Sylacauga 
continues to be a rich 
marble resource more 
than 70 years later.

“I’ve been told there’s 
enough marble there for 
sculpture and industry 
for at least another 200 
years,” Cook said. “The 
vein of marble is 35 
miles long, a mile and a 
half wide and goes down 
quite a ways — 300 or 
400 feet I believe. It’s a 
very valuable resource.”

Since 2009, the city 
has celebrated its heritage 
through the Sylacauga 
Marble Festival, a 10-day 
event drawing sculptors 
from around the world to 
work alongside an Italian 
master sculptor. Visitors 
can watch, tour local 
quarries and purchase 
sculptures. Cook said 
the festival brings 
Sylacauga’s rich heritage 
full circle.

“It came from art, 
up through all of these 
others, and now you have 
this wonderful balance,” 
Cook said. “You still 
have major industry but 
you also have major art 
appreciation. It’s a great 
story.”

The 12th annual 
Marble Festival will 
be March 31 to April 
11, 2020. The 2019 
Marble Festival, which 
was one of numerous 
events highlighted by the 
Alabama Bicentennial 
Commission as part 
of the state’s 200th 
birthday celebration, 
was sponsored by 
the Alabama Power 
Foundation, Alabama 
State Council on the 
Arts, Alabama Tourism 
Department, American 
Legion Post 45 
Sylacauga, Architectural 
Stone Imports, B.B. 
Comer Memorial Library, 
Blue Bell Creameries, 
Blue Horizon Travel, 

City of Sylacauga, Conn 
Equipment, Coosa Valley 
Medical Center, Curtis 
and Son Funeral Home, 
Imerys, Isabel Anderson 
Comer Museum and Arts 
Center, J. Craig Smith 
Community Center, 
Miller Lumber Company, 
Morris Custom Marble 
& Granite, Nemak, 
Omya, Inc., Pizza & 
Pint, Representative 
Ron Johnson, SouthFirst 
Bank, Sylacauga Arts 
Council, Sylacauga 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Sylacauga Housing 
Authority, Sylacauga 
Marble Quarry, Towne 
Inn, 21st Century Signs 
and Utilities Board of 
Sylacauga.

Commercial marble production has deep roots in Sylaucauga
New book documents local economic impact of ‘white gold’

Commercial marble produced in Sylacauga has been used by artisans all 
over the world. 

Photos by TUCKER WEBB

Sylacauga celebrates its heritage of marble production during the 12th annual Marble Festival, 
scheduled for March 31-April 11.  Visitors can watch sculptors at work, tour local quarries and buy 
works of marble art. 

Commercial marble production began in the Sylacauga area in the late 19th century. 
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By VALLEAN 
JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Sheila Curtis and her 
four licensed agents have 
impacted the community 
and surrounding cities 
in finding savings and 
coverage to protect their 
future since they have 
been in business.

“Insurance is for the 
unexpected situations 
in life, and is very 
important to financial 
planning. Nothing is 
certain and plans fail,” 
said Sheila Curtis, agent-
owner of State Farm in 
Sylacauga.

Curtis and staff cover 
the standard insurance 
policies of auto, 
homeowners, renters, 
disability and life, but 
they also offer financial 
services. As a registered 
representative for State 
Farm, Curtis can provide 
mortgage loans to those 
who qualify, checking 
and savings accounts, 
and help plan retirement. 

“It is our job to 
explain these policies 
and what clients are 
getting. We are here to 
be insurance agents. 
It is too common that 
people come in and do 
not know all of what they 
purchased.”

Curtis stated that the 
most popular insurance 
they offer is auto 

insurance because people 
have to have it to drive 
legally. 

“I strongly believe 
that companies that offer 
quick rate quotes in 
minutes do a disservice 
to customers unless that 
agent is fully explaining 
everything and offering 
options. No one should 
ever pick your coverage 
for you. You should 
know what you are 
getting and understand 
why it is needed.”

According to Curtis, 
State Farm is ranked 
number one for car and 
homeowner insurance 
in Alabama, and she 
believes customers 
should do an insurance 
review once a year 
because life changes.

“To prevent gaps in 
coverage and protection, 
I suggest doing an 
insurance review. If there 
is a job change or new 
vehicle, the insurance 
needs to be updated 
as well so you are not 
lacking in coverage.”

To be uninsured is 
too common because 
the quoted price causes 
people to believe they 
cannot afford it or they 
can go without it.

“For me, having 
insurance gives me peace 
of mind. I understand 
what I have and why. I 
do not have to worry if 
something happens. If 

my house burned down, 
I am covered. If I were to 
become disabled I would 
still receive a paycheck.”

Curtis said that 
insurance should be 
based on what you 
can afford and need. 
Agents are in place to 
guide custmers in that 
determination, for only 
the customer truly knows 
their individual needs.

State Farm in 
Sylacauga cares for their 
customers and believes 
when you care about 
people you go the extra 
mile.

“Our goal is to always 
grow the business. It 
is always a part of the 
plan and with a building 
purchased a while ago, 
when we expand we will 
have the space.”

Each year, State 
Farm awards agents for 
reaching certain goals, 
and Curtis and staff have 
been achieving what 
they have set out to do. 
Due to their hardwork 
and dedication they were 
awarded the Ambassador 
Club recognition.

“When it comes to 
insurance, I can talk 
about it all day, but 
I so want people to 
understand why it is 
important to have it. 
Do not let comparing 
rates with your neighbor 
discourage you from 
getting coverage, or 

change it without 
consulting with your 
agent. For me, comparing 
rates is like a size two, it 
does not fit everybody.”

Curtis added that 
there is no such thing as 

full coverage. A customer 
should always pick their 
coverage on a needs 
basis and what they can 
cover.

“Being able to be 
there for our customers 

is one of the most 
rewarding feelings, and 
nothing is more powerful 
than showing up for 
someone when needed.”

Sylacauga Parks 
and Recreation
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NEWLY 
RENOVATED 
LAKE HOWARD 
& SYLAWARD 

TRAIL
•14.5 Miles of Award-Winning Mountain Biking & Hiking Trails   
•New Boat Launch - 38 New Boat Slips  •New Fishing Pier    
•New Kayak/Canoe Launch - Kayak Rentals
•Renovated Pavilions    •New ADA Compliant Restrooms

Contact Sylacauga Parks and Recreation for more information:
2 W. 8th St., Sylacauga, AL • (256) 249-8561
https://sylacaugaparksandrecreation.com/athletics

SUMMER SPORTS REGISTRATION
• KidGym & Cheernastics
• Dancing Stars Classes
• Baton Tricks Classes 
• Guitar Lessons
• Yoga Class (Tues. & Thurs. / 6 p.m. & 7 p.m.)

SUMMER DAY CAMP - JUNE & JULY
Registration Fee: $40 / ages 5-12

1 child - $17.50 per day or 
$87.50 per week

2 or more - children $15 per day or 
$75 per week per child

For Lake Information Call 256-404-5165 or e-mail beanethere@gmail.com

Sheila Curtis State Farm:
Providing peace of mind in the Marble City

Sheila Curtis’s State Farm Insurance office is at 420 W Fort Williams 
Street in Sylacauga. 

Submitted photo
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By VALLEAN 
JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Sylacauga Glass 
Company reached 40 
years in business in May 
2019 because of great 
customer service and the 
skills to accommodate all 
things glass, according 
to its owner.  If a pane 
is broken or needs to be 
installed, then they are 
the people to call. 

“After 40 years, we 
are still in the same 
location and fully open. 
It was once said that we 
had gone out of business, 
but that has not ever been 
the case,” said Debbie 
Sanders, co-owner.

Sylacauga Glass 
Company offers 
repairs and installs 
shower doors, mirrors, 
storm windows, vinyl 
replacement windows, 
screens, auto glass, 
awnings, thermal pane 
glass replacement, 
storefront glass and 
more. They also can 
come to the client and 
perform the service. 
Windshield repairs take 
up to an hour and other 
repairs depend on the 
situation. 

“Most everyone has a 
broken glass from time to 
time and we are there for 
them when needed.”

There is a wide 
variety of repairs that 
can take place, but 
for Sylacauga Glass 
Company, the most often 
used services are auto 
glass and shower doors.

“It is hard at times to 
try to please everyone at 
the same time, but we get 
the job done.”

With the amount of 
accidents and situations 

that accumulate 
throughout the year, 
business is constant and 
there are rarely any dull 
days. 

“Most people do not 
think of a glass business 
as being busy, but we 
are service oriented and 
ask clients to please be 
patient with us as we 
have many customers.”

Every job is repaired 
with care according to 
the situation. No one 
service fits everyone and 
Sylacauga Glass believes 
highly in restoring what 
was broken. Whether 
it is cutting a custom 
glass top, installing 
mirrors, or replacing 
drafty windows... quality 
service and satisfaction is 
provided.

According to Sanders, 
the best and most 
rewarding part of the job 
is the friendships that are 
made over the years. 

With the success 
achieved over the years, 
the business continues 
to grow constantly, but 
as far as expanding the 
building or services 
themselves, everything 
will remain the same, 
just as it has since the 
company was founded 
by her husband Mike.  
He retired eight years 
ago, but his skill and 
desire to serve his 
community established 
the foundation on which 
the business was built.

“We are just thankful 
to be able to see Mike’s 
dream manifest. It had 
always been his dream 
to own his own business, 
and when the doors 
opened, we walked 
through. When we 
stepped out on faith, it all 
fell into place in a week.”

By VALLEAN 
JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

When the air 
conditioner stops 
working on one of the 
hottest days, or the 
heating goes out while 
temperatures are near 
their lowest, or the roof 
is leaking while it is 
pouring down outside, 
how many phone calls 
does it take to find 
someone to do one or all 
of these jobs?

Sylacauga-based 
Lewis Engle hopes you’ll 
call him.

“We have been in 
business since 2009 and 
are what I call a one-stop 
shop. We can get right 
over when the problem 
is identified and get it 
fixed,” said the owner of 
Engle Services Heating 
& Air.

Engle has worked 
in the business of 
repairs since 1993 and 
in Talladega County 
since 2000. In his 
previous business in 
another county, he felt 
stagnant with whom he 
was partnered with, and 
decided to come back 
to Talladega county to 
branch out and do more 
besides just heating and 
air. 

“I wanted to offer 
services here in town 
that would allow people 
to to only have to deal 

with one person instead 
of having to call multiple 
companies or people.”

Engle Services 
Heating and Air can 
repair anything house-
related that it encounters, 
from roof leaks and 
electrical issues to 
plumbing, gutters, fallen 
trees and more.

“I believe I am the 
only one in the county 
licensed to do everything. 
When I started flipping 
houses, I had to get 
licensed in everything, 
so when I opened my 
business, I also wanted 
to be able to offer those 
services along with 
heating and air repairs.”

Engle said that his 
business is busy all 
year long because it 
offers so many services. 
While heating and air is 
seasonal, being able to 
prevent home damage by 
fixing a leaky roof, burst 
pipes or an electrical 
problem is something 
the company is available 
to handle at any time of 
year.

“We provide quality 
work, we are local, have 
reasonable prices, and 
most importantly, we 
make sure our customers 
understand what is 
being done and exactly 
what they are getting. 
Too often I have heard 
of customers paying 
large amounts of money 
for what seems like all 

expenses covered and 
still get a bill back, or 
only just have paid for 
parts and not the actual 
labor. We are sure to 
be upfront with our 
customers.”

All too often, Engle 
says, home owners 
overlook routine 
maintenance, which he 
describes as “less of a hit 
on their finanances” than 
more costly repair work 
that could have been 
prevented. 

“A lot of heating and 
air conditioners give 
out because of a lack 
of maintenance. You 
would be surprised at the 
amount of ants that ruin 
units.”

Engle believes 
that it is always better 
to do preventative 
maintenance. 

“When it comes to 
heating and air, I would 
recommend changing the 
filters monthly. I know 
some packages say a 
filter is good for three 
months, but it is good 
practice to change them 
monthly. Think of it like 
this: every time it is time 
to pay the power bill, put 
in a new filter.”

Engle Services 
Heating and Air cares 
about the well being of 
their community. Even 
if a problem transpires 
and they are not the 
first on the list or to 
come to mind, they still 

want to make sure their 
community is receiving 
quality work.

“When it comes to 
repairs, always use a 
licensed contractor. That 
is for your protection as a 
homeowner. If something 
goes wrong, it will be 
insured. Do not take 
the cheap way out just 
because the price is low. 
Cheapest is not always 
the best, ask yourself 
why is this so cheap? Get 
two or three estimates 
before deciding.”

Engle said his 
business is a member 
of the Better Business 
Bureau and has five star 
reviews on Facebook and 
Google. He also offers 
discounts to seniors, 
military, churches and 
does not mind donating 
services if someone is 
truly in need.

“Finding the balance 
between my business 
and my customers is 
the hardest thing for me 
and what I do. Money 
is needed to keep my 
business up and running, 
but I aim to try and make 
sure my customers get 
the services they need. 
In a further attempt to 
assure customers get 
their problem fixed, we 
offer financing where 
we can do the job and 
the customer can make 
payments to pay us off.”

Engle Services 
Heating and Air offers a 
variety of services and 

plans to expand their 
business soon in further 
benefit of customers. 
They will be putting a 
building on 280, next 
to the existing one for 
construction purposes.

“We have outgrown 
our original space, and 
the new building will 

give us the ability to 
stock more parts. With 
greater inventory, we can 
get to customers quicker 
without having to order 
and wait for parts. If they 
did not need us, they 
would not have called, 
so it is our job to get the 
repairs done.”

Engle Services: A one-stop repair shop

Lewis Engle, owner of Sylacauga-based Engle 
Services Heating & Air. 

Submitted photo

Four decades of building rewarding relationships

Sylacauga Glass Company is at 510 N Broadway Avenue.
Photos by BOB CRISP

The family-owned company repairs and installs glass for shower doors, mirrors, storm windows, 
storefronts and more. 
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By VALLEAN 
JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Jeff Turner, owner 
and main operator of 
Shoot First Video and 
Photography has turned 
a part-time hobby into a 
career and lifestyle. 

Turner has been in 
business for 12 years 
since he decided to leave 
the field of heating, 
ventilation, and air 
conditioning, in which 
he had worked for two 
decades.

“Photography started 
off as just a hobby for 
me years ago, but people 
continued to ask me 
to do it. After a while, 
I started getting more 
job opportunities in 
photography and video. 
So in 2006 or 2007, I 
made the decision to quit 
construction and go into 
the video business.”

Shoot First Video 
and Photography is 
a business that offers 
in-house video editing 
and production services. 
There is nothing that 
has to be shipped off or 
handled by a second or 
third party. This saves 
time on processing an 
order and narrows down 
clients having to pay two 
different companies he 
believes. 

Turner offers a 

wide range of still 
photography and video 
for any occasion, 
promotional videos for 
any business or industry, 
and can transfer any 
home movie to tape or 
film to help preserve 
memories that can last 
for a lifetime. 

“It is rare in this city 
and state that you can 
find a business that can 
offer a photography and 
video package that’s 
reasonable and it can be 
done both on location 
and in the studio.”

When it comes to 
clients, Turner takes his 
time to be sure to capture 
moments that can be 
reflected on for years. He 
believes that if a bride 
does not tear up from 
viewing her special day 
once it is edited with his 
special touches, he has 
missed something. 

“I take great pride in 
what I do. When it comes 
to transferring old home 
videos, I can go back as 
far as 8mm. I love doing 
those. Almost no matter 
how old they are, I can 
transfer the video in 
the comfort of my own 
shop.”

For Turner, summer 
is his busiest time of year 
with a lot of weddings 
and dance recitals taking 
place. However, he is in 
business all year and will 

travel to his client when 
needed for their event. 
There is no occasion or 
opportunity he will pass 
up.

“I even at times 
do some freelance 
work when I can. I 
truly believe I can do 
everything media related. 
Even working the 
cameras at a game or big 
event.”

Aside from his 
own business, Turner 
uses his craft within 
the community. Turner 
and his wife work with 
a local animal rescue 
shelter to help give back. 
His wife helps to groom 
the animals and he gives 
them their close up for 
pet of the week.

“To see people 
pleased with what I do 
for them is the most 
rewarding part of my job. 
To know I can restore an 
old family photo or video 
and have it bring an old 
memory to life really 
makes me feel good.” 

Though editing 
becomes tedious at times, 
there is no part of his job 
he would slack off on. 
Turner has a small office 
he sometimes works out 
of and a 2,000-square-
foot studio he uses part 
time. He has plans to 
soon combine the two 
and use the studio full 
time. 

•Wide variety of custom framing & matting by order
•Also select same day options available
•Pre-made frames in a variety of sizes
•Glass replacement
•Ask us about frame repair
•Old home movies & VHS to DVD
•Slides & negatives to digital format

YOUR FULL SERVICE 
PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO 

& FRAME SHOP!

Don Smith, owner Located in Sylacauga, AL

Home of Photography
256-245-3244

LIKE us on Facebook www.homeofphotograhy.com
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OLD PHOTOS RESTORED
Let us take your old photo and 

restore it to looking new!

Memories That 
Last a Lifetime!

Preserving memories is rewarding for Shoot First Video

Jeff Turner is the owner of Shoot First Video and Photography.
Submitted photo
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By MICHAEL 
TOMBERLIN 
Special to The Daily Home

The Sylacauga 
Industrial Development 
Board is building a 
60,000-square-foot spec 
building with the help 
of the Alabama Power 
Speculative Building 
Program.

The $1.35 million 
project will be built 
in the S.B. Pinkerton 
Industrial Park. Officials 
held a ceremony today 
to break ground on the 
project.

The city of Sylacauga, 
the Sylacauga Industrial 
Development Board 
(SIDB), the Talladega 
County Economic 
Development Authority 
(TCEDA) and Alabama 
Power are working 
together on the project.

“For a property like 
this, really for the area, 
what it does is it gives us 
an opportunity to attract 
companies,” said Calvin 
Miller, executive director 
of the TCEDA. “In a lot 
of cases, if you have a 
building available, they 
will give you a look. 
Otherwise, you’re just 
like 67 other counties and 
you have to differentiate 
yourself.”

Dalvin Marsh, SIDB 
chairman, said getting 
a company to come to 
Sylacauga to look is 
important.

“It’s easy to show 
a piece of land, but it’s 
also easier to show a 
piece of land with a 
building that’s already 
partially built on it,” 
Marsh said, adding that 
there have been a number 
of instances when a 
company came to look at 
a spec building but ended 
up picking another site in 
the same industrial park 
or in the city.

Marsh said the 
Alabama Power program 
“makes things happen.”

Shane Kearney, 
Economic Development 
manager with Alabama 
Power, said Sylacauga 

has demonstrated what 
it can do with a spec 
building, having filled 
four of them before with 
companies that now have 
created more than 400 
jobs.

“They have a track 
record of filling these 
buildings,” Kearney said.

Sylacauga is a 
perfect example of the 
kind of preparation 
Alabama Power provides 
communities to be ready 
for when the opportunity 
comes.

 “If you’re not 
prepared, you’re not 
going to win projects,” 
Kearney said. “That’s 
one thing our group has 
been doing for many 
years – not just with this 
program, but going into 
communities, analyzing 
their strengths and 
weaknesses and helping 
them get strategic plans 
ready to prepare for 
opportunities to come.”

Laura Strickland, 
executive director of 
the Sylacauga Chamber 
of Commerce, said 
industrial projects are 
one of the key drivers of 
an area’s economy and a 
community’s growth.

“If people are 
working, they’re going 
to be spending money 
in our community and 
we’re going to see 
other aspects of our 
community continue to 
grow as a result of this 
industrial development,” 
she said.

A speculative 
building is a proactive 
approach in which a city 
is saying it expects to 
lure new industry into 
the city.

“The city of 
Sylacauga is committed 
to bringing new, good-
paying jobs to the 
city,” said Sylacauga 
Mayor Jim Heigl. “This 
investment is in the 
future of Sylacauga men 
and women who will 
someday work there to 
provide a better life for 
their families.”

Many companies 

looking to establish 
operations in an area 
want a facility that 
is close to ready for 
occupation. The new 
spec building will be 
easily modified for any 
number of industries that 
would choose to locate 
there.

“Having a site is a 
big step but having a 
spec building to show a 
company really puts you 
at another level when 
competing to win an 
industrial project,” Marsh 
said. “We’re fortunate 
to have the Alabama 
Power Speculative 
Building Program that 
helps communities like 
Sylacauga put our best 
foot forward with first-
class properties.”

The Alabama Power 
Speculative Building 
Program began in 1991. 
It provides no-interest 

loans to qualifying 
entities with qualifying 
sites to finance a 
majority of the costs 
of constructing a spec 
building or, in some 
cases, preparing a site.

The Sylacauga 
project is the 29th spec 
building for the program. 
More than 1,500 jobs 
have been created with 
projects that have located 
in the spec buildings.

“Alabama Power’s 
commitment to economic 
development in this 
state isn’t limited to 
project recruitment,” 
Kearney said. “Much of 
what we do is helping 
communities be ready for 
economic development 
opportunities and 
the Alabama Power 
Speculative Building 
Program is a prime 
example of that.”

Miller said projects 

with a tight timeline for 
starting production often 
need a spec building they 
can quickly complete and 
begin operating.

“Having a speculative 
building gives a company 
an added reason to 
consider locating in 
Sylacauga,” Miller 
said. “We deal with 
companies all of the 
time who are looking 
for a building they can 
quickly customize in 
order to begin production 
as soon as possible. 
Sylacauga will now have 
a site to present to such a 
company.”

Miller said 
Sylacauga’s first spec 
building built with the 
program is expanding to 
twice its previous size.

“Hocking 
International 
Laboratories is doubling 
its size by adding 80,000 

square feet,” Miller said.
He said the Alabama 

Power Spec Building 
program is vital to 
communities like 
Sylacauga.

“It’s very important 
because a lot of smaller 
areas could not build 
these things without 
the help of the power 
company,” he said. “Not 
only does their program 
come with the financing, 
it comes with the help 
of Alabama Power 
Company’s economic 
development group, 
which is one of the most 
effective and aggressive 
economic development 
groups in the state.”

Hogg Stone & 
Associates Engineers 
Inc. designed the new 
spec building, which is 
being built by Gaston 
Construction. The project 
is slated to be completed 
in January 2020.

$1.35 million speculative building to boost 
economic development in Sylacauga area
Alabama Power Company program expected to bolster business growth

Elected officials and representatives of Sylacauga’s business community were on hand for groundbreaking ceremonies at the speculative building 
site. 

Alabama News Center

The Sylacauga site is the 29th statewide in Alabama Power Company’s Speculative Building 
Program, aimed at boosting economic development in communities. 

Alabama News Center
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A Church for every Generation

9:40-10:45 a.m.      Sunday School/Bible Study
11:00-12:00 p.m.   Morning Worship
5:00-7:00 p.m.       AWANA & Discipleship Training
6:00-7:00 p.m.       Evening Worship

Sunday Schedule Wednesday Schedule
5:00-6:00 p.m.        Family/Night Supper (reservations required)   
5:00-5:45 p.m.        Children’s Choir Practice
5:30-6:15 p.m.        Preschool Choir Practice
6:00-7:00 p.m.        Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
                                    The Echange Student Meeting/Bible Study
6:15-7:00 p.m.        Mission Friends GAs and RAs
7:00-8:15 p.m.        Adult Choir Practice

Collier Motors: ‘There’s no automobile we can’t repair’

By VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Since 1993, Collier 
Motors Paint and Body has 
been restoring vehicles that 
have been damaged during 
accidents.

“The first couple of 
years were tough as a 
new business starting out, 
but things are way better 
now,” said Norman Collier, 
owner of Collier Motors. 
“We went from one bay 
in the garage of my house 
to a built-from-the-ground 
10,000-square-foot 
building.”

Collier Motors was 

an idea brought to life by 
Collier’s wife as a way to 
spend more time with their 
kids. The goal was to have 
a business where it would 
not be so time-consuming, 
and they would not miss 
out on any of their kids’ 
growing or activities.

“Our kids are grown 
and in their own careers 
now and we were lucky 
to not miss anything, and 
business-wise, we are more 
than thankful to always be 
busy.”

Collier Motors takes 
pride in being able to 
reconstruct any automobile 
after a collision. Whether it 

is damage caused by a deer 
or another car, they can 
repair it. Within two days 
or two weeks depending on 
the situation and repairs, 
Collier said, they will 
restore the automobile to 
look as good as new.

“There is, unfortunately, 
always a repair for us to 
do,” he said. “We do about 
10 to 15 cars per week, and 
during deer season, we get 
about 25 deer collisions in 
one month.”

Collier believes it is the 
way they treat people with 
the respect they deserve, 
the guarantee of their 
work, and their ability to 

work with all insurance 
companies to help things 
not seem so frustrating in 
a frustrating situation are 
a few reasons why they 
remain in business.

“We work with the 
insurance companies to 
provide them what they 
require so the repairs 
can begin,” he said. “We 
send in the estimates 
and pictures needed, and 
depending on the condition 
of the car, the customer can 
leave the car or continue to 
drive it until the repairs can 
start.”

Collier added that the 
weather also plays a big 

part in the business they 
receive. 

“Rainy days that make 
the roads slick and bad 
weather conditions that can 
make the roads unclear at 
times,” he said. “We are 
glad to be able to have 
a car to repair and the 
customer able to come 
back to pick it up.

“If you love what you 
do, there is not really a 
hard part of the job, and 
that is exactly how I feel. 
There is no automobile we 
cannot repair.”

The shop also takes 
pride in providing residents 

of Sylacauga and its 
neighboring communities 
with a good place to take 
their vehicles for quality 
repairs at reasonable 
prices.

“We have plenty of 
space,” Collier said. 
“There are not too many 
places in this town with as 
much space as we have. 
We have expanded four 
times already and own ten 
acres of land with plenty 
of space to get bigger. 
However, with 14 bays, 
I think we are as big as I 
want us to be for now.”

The staff at Collier Motors welcomes customers to the shop at 3253 Old Sylacauga Highway. 
Submitted photo
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Let Us Make Your Home Beautiful
FREE ESTIMATES

256.378.0606 • 256.510.2446

34470 Hwy. 280 - Childersburg

DANNY’s
Market Place

1 Tyler Circle, Childersburg

256-378-0076

Owners: Danny
& Kaye Robertson

•Jam •Jellies 
•Amish Cheese 
•Pure Honey

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
For Your Family

•Filming
•Editing

•Production 
•Photography

•Transfer Home Movies 

SHOOT
FIRST

MEDIA

Glass Co., Inc.
Sylacauga

“Since 1979”

debbiesanders53@yahoo.com

YOUR ONE STOP
GLASS SHOP!

510 N. Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga

256-245-2222
Fax 256-245-2223

Roy Strickland Jr., CPA

STRICKLAND ACCOUNTING 
& TAX SERVICE

34830 US HWY 280 • Childersburg

256-378-7733

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESSES

FULL SERVICE 
ACCOUNTING

717 First St. S.W.
Childersburg 256.378.6903

Tamra C. Morris

ALABAMA TAX SERVICE
Bookkeeping and 
Tax Preparation

& Much More…

115 N. Norton Ave.
Sylacauga, AL 256-249-9620

COME SEE US SOON!

Work & Casual Wear Clothing, Safety 
& Soft Toe Boots for the Working Man

www.amclothing.net

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm®

Home Office, Bloomington, Ill inois 61710

420 West Ft. Williams St., Sylacauga, AL 35150
Bus. 256-249-8188 • Fax 256-245-2755

Sheila 
Curtis 

Agent

sheila.curtis.jrm9@statefarm.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

•Residential  
•Commercial  •Industrial

Alabama Termite
& Pest Control

717 1st Street SW
Childersburg, AL 256.378.6903

With Safe
& Modern
Methods

RUDD’S
LAUNDROMAT

901 N. Anniston Ave. | Sylacauga, AL

256-245-5936
DROP OFF
SERVICE.
WE WASH

AND FOLD!

5 : 3 0 a m  -  L a s t  w a s h  s t a r t  t i m e  7 p m
7 DAYS A WEEK

LARGE
CAPACITY 
MACHINES

CHEAPAuto Sales

DIRT

Need A Reliable Vehicle 
for CHEAP? Come On 

Down Where the Prices 
Can’t Be BEAT!

WE WILL WORK
WITH YOU!

Call Patrick
at 256-794-0022

42811 US Hwy 280, Sylacauga 35150

Robby Roberson
Owner

256-378-4845
JRA@jandrautomotive.net

34785 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga, AL 35150

SHOP SYLACAUGA,
CHILDERSBURG & OAK GROVE
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1010 N Broadway Avenue 
Sylacauga, AL 35150-2162 

256-245-6061
Helping manage risk, recovery and realizing your dreams.

Albia Steers
STATE FARM® INSURANCE AGENT

Your FULL SERVICE Dealer 
APPLIANCES – SERVICE - PARTS

Whirlpool, Maytag, Amana, 
and Kitchen-Aid Appliances. 

BOOTHE 
APPLIANCE, INC.

401 W 4th St., Sylacauga, AL
256-249-8862

Celebrating 52 Years of Service

Call for Delivery & Catering

105 Court Square, Ashland, AL

256-252-1500

704 W. Ft. Williams St., Sylacauga, AL

256-207-0700

FULL MENU

1009 1st Street SW, Childersburg, Alabama (256) 346-3340

SWEETS
&

TREATS

DELI 
LUNCH 
PLATES

210 Calhoun Ave.
Sylacauga, Alabama 35150

(256) 249-8430
Missy Turner, owner

Mutt Cuts
Professional Dog Groomer

218 Calhoun Ave.
Sylacauga, Alabama

(256) 245-2772

Nan’s Flowers

Flowers For All Occasions

Our Best, 
For  The  
Important 
Moments of 
Your Life…

PEOPLES  SANITATION

Call Us Today!
(256) 378-6886

Dependable Service for Over 45 Years.

21 Industrial Park Dr, Childersburg

Serving Talladega and Shelby counties. 

Septic Tank & Grease Trap Services 
- Pumping, Installation and Repair.  
Roll-Off Hauling Service - Open Top 

Containers & Compactors. 

The team at People Sanitation is here 
to help! We have more than 45 years 

experience and will do what ever it takes 
to eliminate your problems. 

We are large enough to handle your 
needs and small enough to give you the 

personal attention you deserve.

PAINT & BODY
3315 OLD SYLACAUGA HWY. 

SYLACAUGA, AL 35150 
256-249-2900

Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Closed Saturday and Sunday

Norman Collier, owner

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOMED
FREE ESTIMATES

COLLIER MOTORS
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By KELLI TIPTON
Special to The Daily Home

Kevin Smith doesn’t 
have a fancy office. He 
doesn’t sit behind a desk. 
He doesn’t wear a suit 
and tie to work. He’s not 
a typical businessman. 

But his businesses 
continue to populate 
Talladega’s historic 
town square, inside the 
buildings he purchased 
and renovated, and they 
draw people from nearby 
towns and cities and 
across state lines. The 
square has become more 
attractive in recent years, 
and it’s not just cosmetic.

Talladega Bottling 
Works, on the corner 
of S Court and W 
Battle streets, houses 
offices for Alabama 
Institute for Deaf and 
Blind, and overhead, 

a beautiful venue 
offers space for live 
entertainment, parties, 
and reunions. Across 
the street, the original 
Standard Furniture 
building is undergoing a 
transformation to become 
a marketplace for local 
art, signs and crafts. 
The Welch-Coleman 
Ballroom, on the corner 
of AL- 77 and East Street 
S is under renovation to 
include a dance studio, 
an architectural salvage 
store, and another 
spacious venue. 

And Boswell’s Wings 
on Court Street North 
offers a unique flight-
themed dining experience 
featuring freshly smoked 
meats and sides with a 
Southern flair. 

His newest venture, 
The Pilots Lounge, 
includes an expansion 

of the restaurant, which 
now occupies the entire 
first floor of what used to 
be a post office. 

“Our customers can 
now enjoy beer and wine, 
and karaoke and live 
music,” Smith said.

New tables and 
chairs in front of the 
restaurant offer more 
seating for customers, 
who can now order adult 
beverages with their 
burgers and barbeque, 
but the back area 
features a replica of the 
plane Dr. Lewis Archer 
Boswell attempted to 
have patented, after 
witnesses saw him 
make a successful flight 
in Eastaboga in the 
1890s, years before the 
Wright brothers flew 
their first flight in 1903. 
Unfortunately, there were 
no official records of his 

flight.
The smaller-sized 

model juts out from the 
rear wall and has two 
rotating propellers. It 
appears to be flying over 
the beer coolers behind a 
large, granite topped bar.

Smith’s restaurant, 
and its new addition, 
pays homage to Boswell, 
who was eventually 
granted a patent for an 
Improvement In Aerial 
Propeller-Wheels in 
1874. 

“My great-great-
grandfather was 
Boswell’s neighbor. He 
actually witnessed that 
flight after helping him 
roll his plane off a barn 
roof, and he told his 
stories about it to family 
and friends, and his 
stories were passed down 
through generations,” 
Smith said.

In 2002, the airport in 
Talladega, Alabama was 
renamed Boswell Field in 
honor of the local aviator, 
and according to the 
Airport Board Chairman, 
if Boswell made the first 
heavier than air flight, 
it would make Boswell 
Field the first airport.

Smith special ordered 
the vintage 1950s booths, 
tables and chairs for The 
Pilots Lounge, and they 
were delivered from 
California a few weeks 
ago. Hanging pendants 
provide lighting, 
hardwood flooring and 
antique copper ceiling 
tiles create a warm, old-
time atmosphere.

It’s not a typical bar.
But Smith is not a 

typical businessman.
A Talladega native, 

and 1993 graduate of 
Talladega High School, 

he made his first million 
dollars in 2007.

“I was definitely an 
under-achiever in school, 
but I’ve always been a 
creative person who had 
a lot of ideas,” he said.

His work ethic 
and enthusiasm were 
developed early as an 
employee of the local 
skating rink and later 
as a housekeeper at the 
hospital. 

“I was so excited 
to be working at the 
hospital. There I was, 
mopping the floor in a 
dress shirt and tie,” he 
said laughing.

“So after a while, 
there was a job opening 
at Coosa Valley for their 
pharmacy, so I became a 
pharmacy tech. And then 
after that, a registration 
clerk. But I wanted to 
make more money, and 

Talladega native returns to hometown,
helps revitalize commercial sector

The Pilots Lounge, Kevin Smith’s newest project, pays homage to the history of aviation in the Talladega area.   
Submitted photo
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I hadn’t furthered my 
education any, so I went 
into the National Guard 
where I trained as a combat 
medic,” he said. 

He enlisted full-time 
in the army next, and was 
stationed in Fort Hood, 
Texas. When he left the 
military, he held the rank 
of staff sergeant.

“I was a licensed 
vocational nurse for critical 
care and an EMT. That was 
my skill set. Then, in 2003, 
after several deployments 
to Kuwiat, I came here 
to visit my family. My 
wife and I were in a small 
Toyota, and we got rear 
ended by a truck. Our car 
was totalled, and I had a 

concussion. We were sent 
back to Texas, where I was 
instructed to follow up at 
a hospital in seven days. 
I was leaving the hospital 
from that visit, and I was 
involved in another wreck 
that gave me another 
concussion. So, I had two 
concussions in a 10-day 
period,” he said.

And after five years 
in the military, he was 
medically discharged, and 
clueless as to what to do 
next. So he applied for 
jobs online. He submitted 
resumes online. Then, one 
of the top healthcare IT 
companies in the world 
reached out to him. 

“And I wasn’t sure if I 

knew anything about what 
they wanted me to know, 
but I tell the students I 
speak to all the time that 
you learn things in your 
life that are valuable. You 
just may not know that 
they’re valuable,” he said.

He was interviewed a 
few times, and he waited 
for a call. 

“After a few weeks, 
they said they weren’t 
sure, but that I had 
such a well-rounded 
background because 
of the housekeeping 
and pharmacy tech and 
registration clerk jobs, and  
EMT training and working 
in various different nursing 
areas of the hospital, I 

knew all the hospital 
workflow, even though I 
was wasn’t able to work as 
a nurse anymore.”

Smith was hired in 
December 2004, and by 
2006, he was helping the 
company write computer 
programs to streamline 
critical care in major 
hospitals across the 
country.

“I still had not been 
to college, and in the 
meantime, these third-party 
contractors would come 
in, and they were making 
three times more than I 
was. And they would ask 
me how to do something, 
and I would tell them. 
I was training them on 

something I had a huge 
part in creating,” he said.

So Smith took the 
advice of a friend and 
created his own company. 

Having worked for 
Cerner Corporation and 
UAB Health System, he 
recognized a need for 
clinicians to be trained in 
healthcare IT by fellow 
clinicians who understand 
the workflow in hospital 
and clincial settings. 

He founded 
TrainingWheel, which 
is now the preferred 
contracted provider 
for training and 
implementation support for 
more than 2,400 facilities.

Smith says it is 

important to “know your 
worth,” and to be confident 
in it. 

In the years following, 
he has developed dozens 
of computer programs 
for companies such as 
Dell and Microsoft. He 
has worked in the US and 
abroad, and he has made a 
good life for him and his 
family.

He enjoys writing 
music and playing guitar, 
and has recently been in 
the studio with several 
producers recording his 
songs. Some of them come 
to him while he’s washing 
dishes at the restaurant.

“Washing dishes is 
actually kind of fun. When 
you own the restaurant,” he 
said with a smile.

Developer Kevin Smith is currently renovating the Welch-Coleman Ballroom building at the corner of 
Alabama Highway 77 and East Street S.

File photo

“I’ve always been a creative person who had a lot 
of ideas,” says Smith. 

Submitted photo
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First Bank of Alabama

Talladega (256) 362-2334

Lincoln (205) 763-7763

Munford (256) 358-9000

Member FDIC

Over 160 Years

The Daily Home

Talladega (256) 362-1000

Pell City (205) 884-3400

dailyhome.com

Talladega Insurance 

Agency

109 N Spring St.

Talladega (256) 362-4153

101-159 years

Carter Hardware

Hwy 21

Munford (256) 358-4971

Thornton, Carpenter,

O’Brien, Lawrence & Sims

212 North St. W

Talladega (256) 362-0081

Stringer, Montgomery

& Montgomery 

PO Box 74

138 East St. N

Talladega (256) 362-3154

James “Jake”

Montgomery, Jr. 

J. Steven Upchurch

Brannon’s Office 

144 East St. N

Talladega (256) 362-6104

Brannons.biz

Rose’s Shoes & Boots

1715 2nd Ave. E

Hwy 75 N

Oneonta (205) 853-8635

Like Us on Facebook

Valley Bank

Pell City Branch

1930 Martin St. S

Pell City (205) 338-3500

William P. Bullard

Retail Market Manager

Assistant Vice President 

Kilgroe Funeral Home

Since 1908

2219 2nd Ave. N

Pell City (205) 338-3341

Union State Bank

PO Box 647

Pell City (205) 884-1520

Since 1903

Alabama Bag

PO Box 576

Talladega (256) 362-4921

91-100 years

Citizens Baptist Medical 

Center

604 Stone Ave. Talladega

Main: (256) 362-8111

CitizensBaptistMedicalCenter.com

YMCA Camp Cosby

2290 Paul Bear Bryant Rd. 

Alpine (256) 268-2007 

Usrey-Brown Service

Funeral Home

516 North St. 

Talladega (256) 362-2344

21271 Hwy 231 N

Pell City (205) 338-0303

Usreyfuneralhome.com

81-90 years

Miller Lumber Company

308 E Ft. Williams St.

PO Box 134

Sylacauga (256) 245-6081

Fax (256) 245-8641

The Ark

13030 Hwy 78

Riverside (205) 338-7420

71-80 years

Coosa Valley Electric 

Cooperative

69220 AL Hwy 77

Talladega (256) 362-4180

Terry’s Metropolitan 

Mortuary

1702 W Battle St.

Talladega (256) 362-2421

Alfa Insurance 

314 Battle St. E

Talladega (256) 362-2274

Shocco Springs Baptist

Conference Center

1314 Shocco Springs Rd.

Talladega (256) 761-1100

shocco.org

Haynes Sewing Machine Co.

1008 Gurnee Ave. 

Anniston (256) 236-2021

Pell City Flower Shop

36 Comer Ave.

Pell City (205) 338-2226

HRH Metals, Inc.

905 Marketta Spur Rd.

Moody (205) 640-5500

61-70 years

Griffin’s Jewelers

Talladega, Pell City

griffinsjewelers.org

Porter & Porter Company

Talladega (256) 362-4194

porterandportercompany.com 

Pell City Heating & Cooling

331 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 338-2820

pellcityheatingandcooling.com

American Legion 

Post #107

8299 Railroad Ave.

Leeds (205) 699-2695

Goodgame Company  

2311 3rd Ave. S 

Pell City (205) 338-2551

51-60 years

Storey’s Tax Service

111 Court St. N

Talladega (256) 362-5571

Facebook@

storeystaxservice

Davis Carpet

59400 AL Hwy 77 S

Talladega (256) 362-5636

Midway Memory Gardens

27950 AL Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 362-8995

Steen’s Wrecker Service

1460 Old Birmingham Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 249-0026

Owner: Jimmy Steen

Wingfield

Engineering Co., Inc. 

PO Box 68

110 Academy Circle

Goodwater (256) 839-6338

Fax: (256) 839-6390

Boothe Appliance 

401 W 4th St. 

Sylacauga (256) 249-8862

bootheappliance@bellsouth.net

R K Allen Oil Company 

36002 AL Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 362-4261

Rkallenoil.com

Allen Oil Co.

of Sylacauga, Inc. 

Allen Brew Markets, Inc. 

1215 Old Birmingham Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 245-5478

ATAP, Inc. 

130 Industry Way

Eastaboga (256) 362-2221

atap.com 

Michael’s Mens Wear

127 W Court Square

Talladega (256) 362-2631

Sylacauga Marine & ATV

2670 Old Birmingham Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 245-8920

Owners:

Lee Holmes

Ray Holmes

Rob Holmes

Murray’s Garage 

1600 9th St.

Leeds (205) 699-6651

murraysgarage.net   

Johnny J. Smith & Son’s 

Construction Co.     

2623 Martin St. S

Pell City (205) 338-2050

Village at Cook Springs

415 Cook Springs Rd.

Pell City (205) 814-3199

villageatcooksprings.com

Patterson Pharmacy

7513 Parkway Dr.

Leeds (205) 699-5113

41-50 years

SafeGuard Corporation

39610 Hwy 280

Sylacauga (256) 207-2101

Fax (256) 207-2102

Owners:

Jamie Carpenter

Matt Carpenter

Angie Hughes

Sheila Hatchett

Taylor Rental

206 Tinney St. S

Talladega (256) 362-2433

Margaret’s

780 Talladega Creek Rd.

Talladega (256) 268-7528

Johnny’s Plumbing

117 Meleah Dr.

Talladega (256) 362-2735

Midway Auto Parts

47815 Hwy 78 E

Lincoln (205) 763-7756

Talladega Funeral Home

Hwy 77

Talladega (256) 362-0111

First House Chinese

Restaurant 

107 Johnson Ave.

Talladega (256) 362-0505

Since 1979

Fincher’s Real Delite

521 East St. N

Talladega (256) 362-2174

 

SNJ Mini Mart

1600 Ashland Hwy

Talladega (256) 362-0131

Stevens & Son Locksmith  

1604 Martin St. S

Pell City (205) 338-9872

St. Clair Farmers Co-op Inc.

210 Hardwick Rd.

Pell City (205) 338-2821

Like Us on Facebook 

Alabama Brick

1606 Martin St. S 

Pell City (205) 338-9590

Pell City Chamber 

of Commerce

1000 Bruce Etheredge Pkwy

Ste 105

Pell City (205) 338-3377

Trammel, Harper & 

Williams, Inc.

1607 S Martin St. Ste. 4

Pell City (205) 884-3444

thwinc.com

lphillips@thwinc.com

31-40 years

Clark’s Insurance

106 S Court Square

Talladega (256) 362-3548

Piggly Wiggly

320 W Battle St.

Talladega (256) 362-7949

105 Magnolia St. S

 Lincoln (205) 763-7112

Columbus Finance 

122 E Battle St.

Talladega (256) 362-3600

Talladega Auto Parts

217 Battle St. E

Talladega (256) 362-1770

Sims Funeral Service

431 W Battle St.

Talladega (256) 362-9095

Superior Machine and 

Pattern, Inc.

38001 AL Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 362-1385

American Deli

1212 Old Talladega Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 487-8111

americandeli.com 

Tallatron

35960 Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 761-1228

License No. 187

Broiler Room

12089 Stemley Rd.

Lincoln (205) 763-3036

Open 24/7 and We 

Welcome Call in Orders!

Reliable Transmission

129 Broom St. 

Talladega (256) 761-1220

Talladega Office Machines

30 N Spring St. 

Talladega (256) 362-2883

S&R Body Shop 

506 Korreckt Dr.

Lincoln (205) 763-1905

Hindman’s Wrecker 

Service

66866 Hwy 77 N

Talladega (256) 362-0705

Simpson Collison Center, LLC 

2806 Moody Pkwy

Moody (205) 640-6234

   

Caran Wilbanks

2319 Cogswell Ave., Ste. 101

Pell City (205) 338-7320

caranw@era-king.com

Blair & Parsons 

1711 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 884-3440

Ford Meter Box Co., Inc.

815 Miles Pkwy

Pell City (205) 884-4480

fordmeterbox.com

Cropwell Small Animal 

Hospital

2308 Mays Dr.

Pell City (205) 338-3556

Metro Bank

800 Martin St. S 

Pell City (205) 884-2265

Royal Foods Inc.

1904 16th Ave. S 

Pell City (205) 884-1040

Bullard Mechanical 

Service Co Inc.  

Heating & Air

840 Railroad Dr.

Pell City (205) 338-4199

Birmingham (205) 838-2298

Logan Martin Vet Clinic

1220 Martin St. S

Pell City (205) 884-3412

Riverbend Apartments

417 River Bend Rd.

Riverside (205) 884-4400

riverbendapts.citymax.com

Fields & Gossett Realty

508 Martin St. S

Pell City (205) 884-2300

fieldsgossett.com

Old Gray Barn

Formerly Gossett

Hardware/Express 

Shipping

1910 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 338-2824

21-30 years

Alabama Eye Clinic

Dr. Joseph Schnorbus

109 Coosa St. E Ste. A

Talladega (256) 362-4872

Piggly Wiggly

1070 1st St. NW

Childersburg (256) 378-5795

1244 Talladega Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 249-4836

1351 W Ft. Williams St.

Sylacauga (256) 249-8989

Terry Hogge Electric

800 Shelton Shores

Commercial and Industrial

Talladega (205) 763-9844

Radney-Smith Funeral 

Home

320 North Elm Ave.

Sylacauga (256) 245-2258

Payne Science Pest

Management Company

106 Stonegate Circle

Lincoln (256) 362-2800

Owner: Kyle Payne

Hair Impressions

212 East St. N

Talladega (256) 362-7777

Owner/Stylist:

Bobby Williamson

Collier Motors

3315 Old Sylacauga Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 249-2900

Pineview Landing 

Apartments

160 Broadway Ave.

Talladega (256) 362-9412

Head Chiropractic

1013 W Fort Williams St. 

Sylacauga (256) 245-2258

Omya Alabama Inc. 

2071 Sylacauga-

Fayetteville Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 208-4100

Elwood Staffing

115 N Court St. Ste. A

Talladega (256) 362-1953

Grizzard Living Aids

1227 Noble St.

Anniston, AL 36201

(256) 237-2006

Owner: Terry Grizzard 

SAFE

Sylacauga Alliance for

Family Enhancement, Inc. 

78 Betsy Ross Lane

PO Box 1122

Sylacauga, AL 35150

safefamilyservicescenter.com

Follow us on Facebook too!

Sarah Brazzolotto

1908 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 884-7726

Garrett Pools

1507 Martin St. S Ste. 3

Pell City (205) 814-9192

garrettpools@bellsouth.net

Colonial Galleries

2000 Golf Course Rd.

Pell City (205) 338-7395

Bain & Co. CPA

1609 Cogswell Ave. 

Pell City (205) 884-2332

Guadalajara Mexican 

Restaurant

Hwy 231 S 

Towne Park Plaza Ste. 10

Pell City (205) 884-2195

Kell Realty

17 Court St. W

Ashville (205) 594-5391

kellrealty.com

Woods Surfside Marina 

37 Marina Dr.

Cropwell (205) 525-5533

woodssurfside.com

Bonnie Voss

Associate Broker CRS ABR 

CSP

Keller Williams Realty

(205) 613-2229

bonniesellshomes@gmail.com

Oakridge Outdoor Power 

Equipment, Inc.

14303 Hwy 411

Odenville (205) 629-2270

oakridgepowerequipal.com

Robinson Law Firm

1911 Martin St. S Ste. B

Pell City (205) 884-5133

rlflaw.net

Wood Appraisal Services

1704 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 884-1608

H & R Motors

26 Murphees Valley Rd.

Springville (205) 467-3192

Linda@hrmotorsinc.com

hrmotorsspringville.com

J & K Tires & Service, LLC

1667 Wood St.

Steele (256) 570-0777

jandktire.com

jandktires@gmail.com

Mary’s Mini Warehouses

2404 Forrest Ln.

Pell City (205) 884-4061

marysminiwarehouse.com

Lincoln Pharmacy

99 Magnolia St.

Lincoln (205) 763-7759

16-20 years

Gaither’s Florist

704 D Battle St.

Talladega (256) 480-0090

gaithersflorist.com

Owner: Memory Williams

AlaHomes Realty, LLC

112 Court Square S 

Talladega (256) 368-9008

Heather Roberts – Realtor

alahomes.com

Comfort Care Hospice

702 Battle St. E Ste. C

Talladega (256) 761-1250

Comfortcarehospice.com

Sew Nice Embroidery 

& Gifts 

70 6th Ave.

Ashville (205) 594-5461

Like us on Facebook

The Kitchen

11 Pine Harbor Rd.

Pell City (205) 362-2766

tuckerkat063@gmail.com

CPrep Tax Consultation & 

Preparation

1607 Martin St. S Ste. 7

Pell City (256) 251-6851

CPrepMail@gmail.com

Celebrations  

3005 Martin St. S

Cropwell (205) 884-8632

Golden Rule BBQ

John McCutcheon

1700 Martin St. N

Pell City (205) 338-1443

goldenrulebbq.com

Remax/Hometown 

Properties

Sharon Thomas

30 Comer Ave.

Pell City (205) 338-7355

sharonthomas.net

Southland Golf Carts

2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd.

Vincent (205) 525-0131

southlandgolfcarts.com

11-15 years

Lincoln Chiropractic

47795 US Hwy 78

Lincoln (205) 763-2222

Lincolnchiropractic.org

Talla Floral

108 East Court Square

Talladega (256) 362-3092

Coosa Valley MRI

315 Hickory St. 

Sylacauga (256) 207-2686

Coosavalleymri.com

Follow us on Facebook!

Joiner Plumbing Services

2030 Old Coal City Rd.

Pell City (205) 814-4504

A Kut Above Detail Shop

2105 Martin St. S 

Pell City (205) 814-1911

Alfa Insurance

Geoff Carroll

32775 US 231

Ashville (205) 594-7054

alfainsurance.com

Village East Assisted Living       

220 Kings Circle

Pell City (205) 338-2221

Beck First Aid & Safety, Inc.

20901 Hwy 231

Pell City (205) 982-0887

rbradford@beckfirstaid.com

Angler Recycling

15226 Hwy 411

Odenville (205) 629-2200

anglerrecycling.com

Food Barn

43 Providence Rd.

Ragland (205) 472-2178

Like Us on Facebook

Moody Realty

Paula Krafft, Realtor

(205) 365-9612

(205) 640-7671

moodyrealtyal.com

paula@moodyrealtyal.com

ServPro of St. Clair 

County

Shirley Kujan

93 Hagan Ave.

Childersburg (205) 362-7431

skugan@servpro9264.com

6-10 years

Pop the Top 

704 B Battle St. E

Talladega (256) 268-8036

Popthetopsodashop.com

TB Turner Interior Design

113 Court St. N

Talladega (256) 223-0908

Endless Horizon Cruises

Marilyn Lawson- Cruise 

Specialist

Please Like us on Facebook

(256) 268-0129

Hollywood Pet Salon & 

Tanning

407 South St. W

Talladega (256) 480-3082

Express Pharmacy

320 W Battle St.

(Inside Piggly Wiggly) 

Talladega (256) 362-1120

Well Way Health Shoppe

2305 Stemley Bridge Rd.

Hwy 34

Pell City (205) 884-1160

wellwaywholehealthshoppe.net

Like Us On Facebook  

Pell City Internal & 

Family Medicine

41 Eminence Way

Pell City (205) 884-9000

pcifm.com

Lakeside Boathouse

3440 Martin St. S

Cropwell (205) 473-5750

lakeside-boathouse.com

Rodney’s Marine Center, LLC

6046 Martin St. S

Cropwell (205) 525-1500

rodneysmarinecenter@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook

Aardwolf Termite & Pest 

Control

290 Lock 4 Rd.

Riverside (205) 338-6615

aardwolfpestcontrol.net

Like Us On Facebook

Ann’s New Life Center for 

Women LLC 

3440 Martin St. S Ste. 1

Cropwell (205) 338-4580

annesnewlifecenter@gmail.com

Like Us on Facebook

Town & Country Ford

I-20 Exit 158 Hwy 231

Pell City (205) 338-9463

pellcityford.com

Killin Time  

1506 Martin St. S 

Pell City (205) 338-0807

Salon 4 You

3315 Dr. John Haynes Dr.

Pell City (205) 299-6515

Ladonna Phillips

Hairstylist/Owner

Daylight Donuts

705 Martin St. N Ste. 2

Pell City (205) 338-8700

Facebook.com/daylight.pellcity

Jazz’m Up Pet Salon

1607 Martin St. S Ste. 3

Pell City (205) 884-7387

jazzmup@gmail.com

Like Us on Facebook  

Wanda’s Silk Flowers

3508 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 913-1942

Like Us on Facebook

1-5 years

Pell City Ace Hardware

2640 Martin St. S 

Pell City (205) 813-0011

acehardwarepellcity@gmail.com

Springville Small Engine

7885 Hwy 11 N

Springville (205) 467-0373 

Like Us on Facebook

Laurie Brasher

Fields & Gossett Realty

©(205) 365-3639 

(o) (205) 884-2300

laurie.brasher@gmail.com 

Bart Perry 

State Farm Insurance 

1000 Forrest Pl Ste. 1

Pell City (205) 525-0726

bartperry.com

Oishi Asian Restaurant

4852 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 338-7775

oishiasian.com

Farris Lock & Key

John Farris

Based out of Leeds

(205) 577-7752

farrislockandkey.com

Michelle Greene

Realtor 

Remax Hometown 

Properties

30 Comer Ave.

(205) 901-3352 c

(205) 338-7355 o

mgreene@hometownproperties.com 

Quick Lane Tire & Auto Center

At Town & Country Ford

1103 Martin St. N

Pell City (205) 525-4777

quicklane.com

Less than 1 year

Set Interiors

Home Décor/Decorating 

Services

1605 Martin St. S Ste. 4

Pell City (409) 781-3441

setinteriors.com

BUSINESSES from decades past to decades to come.
Each year brings new opportunities for continuing growth and 

progress. These businesses in The Daily Home coverage area have 
shaped our communities' future. Read about them here.

Over 170 Years

Over 160 Years

101-159 Years

41-50 Years

31-40 Years 31-40 Years 21-30 Years

11-15 Years

61-70 Years

41-50 Years71-80 Years 21-30 Years 11-15 Years 6-10 Years

1-5 Years

Less Than 1 Year

51-60 Years 16-20 Years 6-10 Years
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By TAYLOR 
MITCHELL 
tmitchell@dailyhome.com

Lincoln is not a big 
place, with a population 
of 6,600 people, 
according to the U.S. 
Census bureau. The city 
is noted for its small-
town feel. 

That small-town, 
close-knit feel is what 
Scott Ramsey tries to 
give his customers when 
they come to S & R 
Body Shop. 

The shop originally 
opened in 1988. After 
graduating high school, 
Ramsey got a job 

working in Anniston. 
Originally, he and his 
father opened the shop to 
do side work, but when it 
started picking up more 
and more business, they 
decided to make it their 

full-time focus. Since 
then, Ramsey has been 
working at the shop. 

It’s a small shop, 
with only six employees, 
including Ramsey. Even 
32 years after opening, it 
still remains very much 
a family operation, with 
Ramsey working in 
the shop and his sister 
working the front desk. 
Due to this family focus, 
the Ramseys try to make 
sure every one of their 
customers feels well 
taken care of. 

“We try to treat our 
customers like family,” 

Ramsey said.
He believes the 

business depends on 
great customer service. 
In a small town like 
Lincoln, he said, it’s 
important to treat people 
well because there is a 
huge chance they are 
going to remember it.

Ramsey said that he 
knows and remembers 
just about all of his 
customers. Since most of 
them are from Lincoln, 
many are people he deals 
with often even if it’s just 
in the community. 

Ramsey said he feels 
like giving them the 
best service possible 

is a priority. After all, 
that’s part of being in a 
community. 

He said that he also 
prioritizes giving people 
a fair price. This is just 
another way Ramsey 

looks towards treating 
his customers the best 
he possibly can. This 
is something Ramsey 
prides himself on. 

“We do a good job for 
a fair price,” he said.

The quality of work at 
S & R is also something 
Ramey takes pride in. 
He said that while a fair 
price is important to get 
return customers, it’s 
also important to be able 
to stand by your own 
work. He said that his 
employees stand behind 
every single job they do. 

“We try to go the 

extra mile with each and 
every job. If someone 
brings their car in for 
work, we are going to 
do our very best every 
single time.”

When asked how he 
handles the possibility of 
an unsatisfied customer, 
Ramsey said that isn’t 
something he spends 
much time worrying 
about, because providing 
excellent customer 
service at fair prices 
minimizes the number of 
compalints his business 
incurs.

“It’s rare for S & R 
to have an unsatisfied 
customer. It’s a testament 
to our hard work and 
trying to make every 
customer feel at home.”

303 East Street South, Talladega
256-362-0033

000266862r1

S&R Body Shop seeks to treat customers like family

S&R Body Shop is at 26 St. Mary Road in 
Lincoln.

Photo by BOB CRISP

Scott Ramsey is the owner of S&R Body Shop.  
The business has been in operation since 1988.

Photo by BOB CRISP

The family-owned auto repair shop takes pride in its customer service and 
fair prices. 

Photo by BOB CRISP
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By VALLEAN 
JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Clark’s Insurance 
Center has been in 
business for thirty five 
years providing insurance 
coverage throughout the 
state of Alabama and 
surrounding areas. 

“The original intent 
was to provide Talladega 
with more insurance 
options, but we have 
developed relationships 
all over Alabama and 
even some of Georgia,” 
said Louraine Roberts, 
agency manager.

Clark’s Insurance 
Center provides all 
forms of insurance, 
such as auto, business, 
home, life and even pet 
insurance. The only 
insurance not provided is 
health insurance and that 
is only because of the 
coding and billing that 
is required, according 
to Roberts. “Health 
insurance is one of those 
things where if you do 
not understand it, do not 
mess with it.  But when 
it comes to car insurance 
or life insurance and so 
forth, I can talk all day.”

Most of the center’s 
policies relate to 
automobile coverage.  
“We have about 225 car 
lots we write insurance 

for.  It is good practice 
to start shopping for 
insurance before you 
are standing on the lot I 
would say. We can help 
you know what to expect 
and what paperwork to 
have before time.”

Roberts believes that 
insurance is adulting 
that no one wants to do.  
“It is not fun, but it is 
needed. It is the coverage 
you need before things 
happen or you decide 
to get that house or car. 
It is important to get 
insurance as soon as 
you can, and it saves 
money on premiums and 
deductibles.

“For example, kids 
that go off to college. I 
try to get parents ready 
for it, but that child needs 
his or her own insurance. 
If they have a car and 
get into a fender bender, 
sure, they can get a rental 
with a credit card, but 
they will have a time 
proving insurance that is 
not in their name.”

Clark’s Insurance 
Center cares for their 
clients beyond just the 
policies they obtain. 
They understand that no 
matter what takes place, 
life does not stop.

“We do more than 
just help with car repairs. 
We help give stability, 
Whether it is the loss of 

a home, business, or loss 
of life. it is important 
to help our clients get 
back on track as best as 
possible.”

According to Roberts, 
when devastating things 
happen, money might 
not get back the family 
photos, that house you 
grew up in, or even 
provide comfort for the 
loss of that loved one, 
but it is help. Help to 
rebuild and start over, 

help to grieve and not 
have to worry about 
certain debts, or the 
option to take extra time 
off work if needed. 

“You develop a lot 
of relationships over 
the years, but to be able 
to give people security 
if things go wrong is a 
great feeling.”

Insurance is one of 
those things that involve 
a lot of reading to stay 
ahead, and Clark’s 

Insurance Center aims 
to keep clients notified 
of any new changes in 
policies that develop.

“I can not stress 
enough to pay your 
premium. Insurance 
collapses when that time 
and date given to pay 
runs out. Do not stop 
insurance just because 
that car breaks down. I 
understand rough times 
happen, but just reduce 
coverage.  You do not 

have to start over.”
Roberts added that it 

is a myth of there being 
a grace period for car 
insurance. 

“Too many accidents 
transpire throughout 
the year and the driver 
or drivers involved are 
uninsured. That grace 
period only applies 
in policies of life 
and health. Learn the 
benefits, get insured and 
get the proper coverage 
needed.”

Clark’s Insurance Center:
Providing security ‘when things go wrong’ 

Clark’s Insurance Center is at 106 Court Square S in Talladega. 
Photo by BOB CRISP
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Auto PartsMidway
Full Line Auto Parts,

Automotive Paint & Supplies

Jamison or Jeff
Highway 78 • Lincoln, AL

Auto Parts 205-763-7756
Midway Commercial 205-763-1442

TALLADEGA OFFICE MACHINES, LLC
30 Spring St. N.

Talladega, AL 35160

256-362-2883
Fax 256-362-6444

Sharp Copiers 
& Fax Machines

Sales and Service

RACHEL HAYNES

CLARK’S 

106 S. Court Square

OF TALLADEGA
•RESIDENTIAL  
•BUSINESS  
•COMMERCIAL
•GARAGE LIABILITY

LOURAINE ROBERTS

INSURANCE CENTER

256-362-3548

819 North St. E., Talladega • 256-761-9100
(Between Buddy’s BBQ and King Tire) 

Gift 
Certificates 

See us for all your vehicle accessories
•Brush Guards •Lift Kits •Tool Boxes •Step Bars •Lights

Your Authorized

Diamond
Dealer

Professional 
hand wash & 
detail work 

by Tony Freeman

DEW ELECTRIC

Residential &
Light Commercial

Over 20 Years
of Experience

256-223-13801584 Bullocks Ferry Rd.
Talladega

Off

STOREY’S TAX SERVICE

111 Court Street North • Talladega

256-362-5571

Years of valuable experience as an IRS 
registered tax preparer.

Tax preparation, tax planning, bookkeeping, 
and so much more.

YEAR 
ROUND 
SERVICE

For tax preparation you can count on

Serving Talladega Area Since 1970

Men’s Wear 
 On The Square Talladega - 256-362-2631

Store Hours Mon.-Thurs. 9-6; Fri. & Sat. 9-9

Suit Sale
Entire Stock 

$45 to 
$100 Off

Over 1200 
Suits

506 Korreckt Dr., Lincoln
205-763-1905

•Auto Body Experts 
•Insurance Work Welcome

•Free Estimates

 Owner
Scott Ramsey

S&Rhop
PAINT &

Columbus Finance

All Loans Subject To Our Liberal Lending Policy.

“We Love To Say Yes”
Denise Watts, Manager

Marble City Plaza, Sylacauga
256-249-0305

Margaret Williamson, Manager
122 East Battle St., Talladega

256-362-3600

RANGING FROM
$500 to $5000

WE OFFER SMALL LOANS
WE PAY UP TO A

$50.00 
Referral Fee

WE ALSO DO TAXES!

101 Haynes Street, Talladega (next to Buddy’s BBQ)

        256-268-8877

77 AUTO LLC.
    A down payment and your license 
    will get you in a vehicle.
Stop by today and let us put you on the road! 

GREAT DEALS ON PRE-OWNED!

Dee Hindman’s Wrecker Service

66866 Hwy. 77, Talladega        256-362-0705

•Jump Start, Tire Change, Lockout
•Heavy Duty Recovery •Fuel Delivery
•Londoll Service •Loadshifts 
•Load Transfers •Loading Dock Available 
•24 Hour Service

Fully Insured

Big or 
Small - 
We Tow 
It ALL!

Merle Norman Cosmetics &
Designer Corner Boutique

109 Johnson Ave., Talladega • 256-362-3232

Come Visit Our 
Beauty Playground
•Makeup •Clothing
•Brighton Accessories
•Much More!
ALL IN ONE PLACE!

THINK

FIRST!
000275065R1

I’ll help you drive happy.
Switch & Save.

Cathy Robertson • 256-362-4930

Licensed by Alabama State Board of Barbering #148260

Unique Styles | Hot Shaves  
Friendly Atmosphere“Your Hometown Barber”

104 Johnson St., Talladega 
256-375-4411

Walk-ins Welcome - Complete Beard Services
Monday-Friday  8:30 until 4 p.m.

Cavalier Barbershop
Welcomes

BRIAN ROBERTS

TWO FRIENDS FLORIST

Let us design all your wedding flowers & arrangements
34 James Ave., Old Downtown Lincoln

205-763-3015

Custom Designed 
Prom Corsages 

& Boutonnieres! 
ORDER EARLY!

FREE
ESTIMATES!

BUTANE & PROPANE GAS

218 Coosa St. E.,Talladega  
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 4 pm

Dependable & Affordable Propane Service

Residential • Commercial

256-362-2651

NO ROUTES
NO FEES

Talla Floral

108 E. Court Square 
 Talladega • 256-362-3092

Best Quality 
For The Best Price

tallafloral@tallafloral.com

129 Court St. N., Talladega
256.268.8826

Come enjoy our famous smoked 
wings, ribs and chicken!

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11am-2pm & 5pm-8pm

•Awards •Trophies 
•Powder Coating 
•Lovepop Cards 
•Hand Turned Pens 
•Icicle Sunglasses
•Personalized 
  Yeti Products

Kandi Griffin, owner

For all your laser engraving needs, from traditional to unique
47762 Hwy 78   •  Lincoln, AL • 205-763-0000

Mon-Fri 10-5:30
 griffinlaser@gmail.com 

Griffin Laser Engraving  LLC

Beauty Salon

NOW OFFERING 
SPRAY TANS!

By Appointment!

100 South St. East, Talladega
256-362-2995

•Hair Cut & Style (Men, Women, Children)
•Waxing (Facial Waxing Only)

Heavenly Hair

Seated - Jana Gunter & Kelly Moody
Standing (l-r) Melinda Wolfe, 

Kacie Grissett & Carren Oglesby

•Bobcat Loaders 
•Trenchers
•Airless Paint Sprayers
•Air Compressors
•Breaking & Demo Hammers

•Cut-Off & Concrete Saws
•Scaffolding
•Linens - Many Colors
•Canopy Tents
•Tables (All Sizes)

•Skirting
•Chairs
•Chafing Dishes
•Inflatables

206 S. Tinney St., Talladega • 256-362-2433
Mon. - Fri. 7 am - 5 pm • Sat. 8 am - Noon

Center®

Serving ContraCtorS, Do-it-YourSelferS, CatererS, 
Meeting anD PartY PlannerS in the tallaDega region

BILL STANFORD AUTOMOTIVE
GET MORE - SAVE MORE!

411 EAST ST. NO., TALLADEGA 
(BETWEEN THE RAILROAD TRACKS AND JACK’S)

256-268-8995 $119

SEVERAL VEHICLES 
TO CHOOSE FROM!

PRICES STARTING AT

(see dealer for details)

PER
MO

Allen Tillman 
Sales

Butch Carter 
Sales

Bill Stanford 
Owner

Cheryl Cate 
General Mgr.

Bonnie Galeana
Sales
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Smith Home

By Chuck Chandler
Special to The Daily Home

To most of the world, 
Talladega is the big 
racetrack that opened 
half a century ago.

The 2.66-mile 
NASCAR tri-oval 14 
miles from downtown 
Talladega is familiar 
even to people who care 
nothing about vehicles 

racing 200 mph as 
175,000 fans scream 
while nursing their 
favorite beverages in the 
bleachers and infield.

Talladega 
Superspeedway is 
quickly becoming 
the “world’s most 
sophisticated fan 
experience,” as its $50 
million redevelopment 
project was completed 

last year. Billed as the 
“Transformation,” the 
rebirth of the famous 
facility has nothing on its 
namesake town founded 
135 years earlier.

Talladega the city is 
super in ways millions 
of followers of Petty, 
Earnhardt, Gordon and 
the “Alabama Gang” 
might never imagine if 
they haven’t traveled 

south along Highway 
77. The town of about 
15,000 residents 
easily qualifies for the 
Transformation label, 
perhaps outdoing the 
track efforts through 
reviving the old 
Courthouse Square, 
restoring stately 
mansions and attracting 
impressive new 
industries and distinctive  

businesses.
Talladega’s blend 

of building new and 
improving old may be 
unsurpassed among small 
towns in Alabama. The 
manifold instances are 
too many to mention, but 
the downtown is a good 
starting point. The oldest 
courthouse in continuous 
use in the state is 
surrounded by buildings 

either restored to their 
glory of the 1800s 
or under renovations 
moving in that direction. 
Even businesses that 
have failed have fresh 
facades awaiting new 
investment.

On one corner is 
Boswell’s Wings, named 
after a local doctor 
who patented airplane 
components and some 

Talladega: Commerce and culture combine to 
make this local city “more just than a racetrack’

An aerial view of downtown Talladega shows off the city’s historic buildings, many of which are currently being renovated or have been revitalized in 
recent years.

Alabama News Center

Downtown is home to a thriving commercial district
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claim flew a plane off a 
barn in 1902, prompting 
the legend Boswell beat 
the Wright Brothers in 
flight by a year. Artisan’s 
Alley awaits occupants on 
another corner downtown. 
The Purefoy Hotel just 
behind Courthouse Square 
is being prepped for a new 
life. It seems like every 
direction is undergoing 
major reconstruction, 
renovations or set to open 
doors on new businesses.

Across the street from 
Boswell’s is the opulent 
former Talladega Post 
Office, built in 1913 for 
$63,395.34 and used for 
mail until the local Water 
& Sewer Board moved 
in 16 years ago. People 
paying their bill in person 
today enjoy entering 
through the six-columned 
front, walking across the 
marble floors cut from the 
Sylacauga quarry, beneath 
the original brass lighting 
fixtures and handing their 
credit card to employees 
behind old-fashioned 
barred cashier windows. 
There are still horse 
hitching posts in back of 
the building.

A block south of the 
square stands the 1906 
L&N Railroad Station that 
was restored to house the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Visitors traverse the floors 
of tile imported from 
Italy, along 8-inch-tall 
white marble baseboards, 
lighted by brass fixtures 
converted from gas to 
electricity. Beneath the 
original red tile roof, 
guests are often alerted to 
“April in Talladega,” the 
45th annual pilgrimage 
– April 12-13 this year – 
showing off antebellum 
homes, churches and 
Oak Hill Cemetery. The 
tour changes each year 
but frequently features 
Boxwood (1854) and the 
Plowman-Heacock Home, 
generally regarded as the 
town’s most beautiful tall-
columned home.

Across the street in 
front of Piggly Wiggly 
is the Talladega Battle 
Monument built in 1968 
over the town’s still-
bubbling spring. Beneath 
the four-winged concrete 
dome are bronze maps and 
plaques commemorating 
the players in the 1813 
fight led by future 
President Andrew Jackson, 
Davy Crockett and U.S. 
military forces against the 
local Creek Indians, who 
were vastly outnumbered 
and quickly defeated.

Talladega’s Veterans 
Park – the city’s biggest 
of nine recreational areas 
– has a long walking track 
with bridges that twice 
traverse a creek. The park 
has bathrooms, benches, 
playgrounds, two pavilions 
with picnic tables, a Little 
Free Library and WWII 
tank for visitors to admire. 
Not far away is the city’s 
nine-hole public golf 
course, which is near the 
Talladega Bowling Center, 
where children and adults 
are entertained at night 
and on weekends. Spring 
Street Community Center 
has a 25-meter indoor 
heated pool and swimming 
programs for all ages.

Today, Talladega 
natives often head to 
Tina’s Home Cookin’ 
for breakfast, to Café 
Royale or Custom Pizza 
for lunch and to the 

Stampede Steakhouse 
or Matehuala Mexican 
for supper. Every day 
around noon, the parking 
lot of Fincher’s Delite is 
packed at the longtime 
little roadside eatery. 
Guys go to Michael’s 
Men’s Wear for clothing 
and shoes, in big or small 
sizes. Visitors often opt 
to spend the night at the 
pristine Somerset Bed 
& Breakfast, which Bon 
Voyage magazine named 
“Best in the South.” And 
there’s nearly every fast-
food place or national 
chain retail store and hotel 
outside the old business 
area and historic Silk 
Stocking District.

Shocco Springs on the 
northwest edge of town 
has welcomed Baptists 
and others from around 
the world since 1910. The 
current 40-acre conference 
and recreation center has 
a lake and more than two 
dozen housing, service 
and presentation facilities. 
Alabama Power linemen 
often use Shocco Springs 
as a staging area during 
major storm restoration 
efforts.

Talladega has standout 
medical facilities, 
including Talladega Health 
and Rehab and Citizens 
Baptist Medical Center, 
which employ nearly 700 
combined.

Years ago, Georgia-
Pacific pulled up roots, 
dropping Talladega’s 
economic and employment 
numbers. That changed 
early this year when the 
company opened a $100 
million, 300,000-square-
foot lumber production 
plant employing 130 
people. That total is 
but a tenth of the local 
employment by the 
Alabama Institute 
for Deaf and Blind 
(AIDB), but it marks 
the latest transformation 
in Talladega. The 
Presbyterian Home for 
Children next to AIDB is 
not a major employer but 
is a primary influence on 
youths coming there from 
difficult circumstances.

“Talladega is probably 
one of the most diverse 
communities in the nation, 
because of its acceptance 
of people with sensory 
deprivation,” says AIDB 
President John Mascia. 
“They’re just regular 
people here. This city and 
county is very special and 
different.”

The restored and 
recently renovated Ritz 
includes the adjacent 
revived Otts building, 
where the long hallway 
outside the green room 
and management offices 
is lined with signed 
photos and posters from 
prestigious productions 
and famous singers. 
There’s Diahann Carroll, 
Don McLean, Martha 
Reeves, Judy Collins, 
Mickey Rooney, Ricky 
Skaggs, Ronnie Millsap, 
Hal Holbrook and scores 
of other artists amidst 14 
posters from prior Black 
Jacket concerts.

“We’ve pulled some 
coups over the years,” 
says Culver, the executive 
director since 1996, except 
three years when he 
directed the Birmingham 
Children’s Theatre.

The 1936 Ritz is 
considered one of the 
nation’s best examples of 

Since being saved from ruin two decades ago, Talladega’s Historic Ritz Theatre has become the 
centerpiece of the city’s downtown district. 

Alabama News Center

Under the direction of George Culver, left, the Ritz has given Talladega a vibrant showplace for 
music and theater. 

Alabama News Center

art deco theaters, with its 
façade of opaque structural 
glass of the kind in New 
York’s Rockefeller Center 
and Radio City Music 
Hall. The building front 
had fallen into ruin in the 
1990s, with a third of the 
panels missing, but those 
were matched perfectly 
with antique vitrolite 
glass collected by a St. 
Louis artisan. The huge 
marquee was brought back 
to life with red and green 
neon lighting crafted by a 
Birmingham specialist.

Culver presided over 
the fundraising campaign 
that led to the Feb. 16, 
1998, reopening concert 
by the National Symphony 
String Quintet. “They said 
the acoustics were as good 
as anywhere they’d ever 
played,” he says.

A 2018 renovation 
replaced the cushions in 
all 550 seats and removed 
six coats of paint from the 
steel frames, as the side 
designs were repainted by 
hand. The tall walls were 
sanded and given a fresh 
coat of paint with an art 
deco-inspired design. Eight 
large lamp sconces were 
placed along the walls, 

based on the design of the 
lone original light. House 
lights, surround sound and 
other modern infrastructure 
was added.

“One of the things I’m 
most proud of is our arts 
education,” says Culver, 
who recalls coming to the 
standalone cinema as a 
child growing up in nearby 
Munford. “This year we 
will pass 100,000 students 
in this theater the past 20 
years to see professional 
arts entertainment. Very 
few towns, not only in 
Alabama but across 
America, can say that.”

On Talladega nights, 
Lindsey Moses welcomes 
a diverse crowd to Dega 
Brewhouse, where the 
music swings from hip-hop 
to country to heavy metal, 
and none of the old, young, 
black, white, blind or deaf 
patrons blink an eye. In the 
mornings, Moses teaches 
classes at Lmo & Co., the 
art studio she opened in 
2011; at night she serves 
beer and banter at her bar; 
when she’s not eating or 
sleeping, she paints.

Moses goes down the 
smooth curving concrete 
bar she built four years ago, 

reciting the name of each 
person who slides up on the 
black wood stools. Local 
hero Lt. Tommy Perry is 
welcomed this night with 
hugs and kisses from many 
in the crowd, just two 
months after being shot in 
the face by a killer’s .357 
Magnum while on patrol. 
“I’m just proud to be here,” 
the 32-year Talladega 
Police veteran says.

One of those shaking 
Perry’s hand is Johnny 
Williams, who decades 
ago was among the 
world’s elite athletes. An 
introduction to an out-of-
towner leads to small talk, 
which turns to amazement 
at the bits and pieces of 
Williams’ life he reveals. 
Could this mild-mannered 
man have beaten an 
Olympic gold medalist 
in a footrace, played 
professional baseball, 
spent time with the Dallas 
Cowboys and set Ohio 
Valley Conference records 
that still stand?

“He was Bo Jackson 
before Bo Jackson,” says 
Talladega High School 
Assistant Principal Chuckie 
Miller, whose father 

coached Williams as an 
All-State basketball player. 
“He was a world-class 
sprinter, and Talladega 
High School didn’t even 
have a track.”

Williams would 
go on to be drafted by 
the Cowboys, despite 
playing football only in 
his sophomore year of 
high school. He played 
professional baseball 
in the Cincinnati Reds 
and Kansas City Royals 
organizations. Today he 
smiles and backs away 
when a reporter pulls out 
a notebook and pen. “No, 
no, that’s all in the past,” 
Williams says, shaking his 
head.

Moses says special 
people are common 
customers at Dega 
Brewhouse, Talladega’s 
only public bar setting. 
Hers and nearby businesses 
complement Courthouse 
Square.

“This is why I love 
to live in Talladega,” she 
says. “There’s more than 
the racetrack, though we 
appreciate the racetrack, 
there’s just so much more.”

Sue Patterson, Linda Sims and Sharlea Taylor, members of Alabama Power Company’s Talladega 
office staff, appreciate what the city has to offer.  

Alabama News Center
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255 South Street West, Talladega, AL 35160
256-362-8186
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Join us for the 
2020 Christmas on the Square.

TALLADEGA is the best place to be!

City council members Dr. Horace Patterson, 
Vickey Robinson-Hall, Joe Power, Betty 
Spratlin, Trae Williams, Mayor Timothy 
Ragland, and City Manager Beth Cheeks 
are dedicated and passionate about 
progressing Talladega. 

Highlights for 2019:

•The City made numerous improvements 
to the existing infrastructure in 2019, 
including a $1.5 million paving project and 
a $900,000 sewer rehabilitation project. 
There is new construction and renovations 
happening all around the City. Which is a 
positive sign of growth and prosperity in 
Talladega. 
•There is always something to do here in 
Talladega. From pickleball and card games 
to swimming and archery at the Recreation 
Centers, events on the Square, youth 
sports, and programs at the public library.
•The fourth annual Christmas on the 
Square event brought in visitors and 
gathered residents for a festive celebration 
that was FREE for all! The Courthouse 
Square was filled with twinkling lights and 
a Christmas Tree light show that dazzled 
attendees for the entire Christmas season!
•2019 was an election year for the 
City of Talladega. Four out of the five 
councilmembers are newly elected 
officials. Talladega residents, also, voted 
in the first African American mayor in 
Talladega history. There is truly history 
occurring At Every Turn. 

TALLADEGA PROUD
TALLADEGA BEAUTIFUL
TALLADEGA AT EVERY TURN

By VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Porter and Porter 
Realty Co. is a family-
owned business that 
strives to make sure their 
clients find a place they 
are happy to call home.

“We are a business 
that offers everything real 
estate. From rental houses, 
buying a house, buying 
land or property, we can 
help,” said Joe Porter, 
broker and co-owner.

The business has been 
around since 1950 and 

was originally opened 
by Porter’s late father, 
who started the business 
intended for insurance and 
real estate.

“We have been in 
business longer than those 
that work here now even, 
so I would say we are 
doing something right.”

Year after year, 
Porter and Porter Realty 
continues to focus on 
clients year round. There 
are no off days for them. 
Porter and the five agents 
currently on staff will 
show priority to anyone 
who has interests in a 
home.

“One of our goals is 
to try and help clients 
realize their options, and 
help give them the comfort 
of realizing the overall 
process is not as bad as 
they might think.”

Depending on the 
direction a client is 
pursuing, getting a new 
home can happen in a 
matter of days. With 
purchasing it can take an 
estimated thirty to forty 
days, but renting is a 
matter of qualifications, 
references and verification.

“If a client ever asks 
me which path I think they 
should take, I will always 
say the buying route. 
Those monthly payments 
will eventually stop. It is 
more responsibility, but it 
will be paid for, and then 

there are tax breaks.”
Porter believes that a 

lot of people are afraid to 
ask questions because they 
do not want to appear as if 
they do not already know, 
so they do not ask. This 
leads to a lot of people 
stuck in situations because 
of not knowing all the 
ends or questions never 
asked. 

“Too often people 
are stuck renting and 
stuck with things broken 
in rentals because of 
the assumption that the 
landlord should or will fix 

the problem.”
There should be more 

education early in life 
to help everybody know 
about real estate and what 
they are getting into, 
Porter said.

It is too often such 
big purchase options 
are entered into blindly, 
and left with damaging 
outcomes with the chance 
of it not being fixable. 

“My advice is, no 
matter buying or renting, 
it is important to keep 
your credit good. Better 
credit can give you so 
many more options. Plus 
it takes too much time to 
try and save and purchase 
one.”

Porter and Porter 
Realty is a business that 
cares about their clients 
beyond just the sale. 
Porter and the other agents 
believe strongly in taking 
the time to make sure the 
process is understood. 
They also aim to help 
the prospective buyer or 
renter is achieve their 
goals.

“For me, when 
clients have their key in 
their hand, it’s the most 
rewarding part of the 
whole process.”

Asked if the business 
plans to expand, Porter 
said that the company “is 
always open for someone 
who wants to become an 
agent.”

Family-owned Talladega real estate company 
takes pride in educating and advising clients

Porter & Porter 
Realty Company is at 
209 North Street W.

 
File photo

Joe Porter is the company’s broker and co-
owner.
  Submitted photo
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By VALLEAN 
JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

The mother-daughter 
team of Diane and Laura 
Swinford opened Lace 
and Grace Boutique in 
Munford because of 
their love for clothes and 
for giving back to their 
community. 

“Our business stands 
out because we are the 
only one in town, I 
believe. We are a small 
town of about 1,200 
people or so, and things 
around here are kind of 
limited. If it is not in 
town, people have to go 
to Oxford or a city of 
their choice to shop,” 
Diane said.

The decision to open 
the business came about 
because they saw a need 
for it in the community, 
as well as the opportunity 
to offer fashionable 
clothes, but at a lower 
price.

“We offer a little bit 
of everything when it 
comes to clothes, but 
we are also adjoined to 
Country Cuts which is 
a hair salon, so we are 
pretty busy,” Laura said.

Though the business 
is fairly new, Lace and 
Grace Boutique has 
been very successful in 
the community from a 
business standpoint and 
participating throughout 
the city to help others 
and represent their brand. 

“During Christmas 
time, things were really 

great.  We even got the 
chance to participate 
in the Munford Day 
Parade.”

Lace and Grace 
Boutique is a shop built 
on good faith and values, 
and an advocate for the 
community. For them, it 
is not just about the profit 
but also how they can 
give back to others.

“A little while after 
Christmas, a family lost 
their home due to fire and 
by us being blessed with 
this shop, we were able 
to donate some clothes to 
help them start over.”

Diane said that 
as a recently-opened 
business, their main area 
of concern is keeping 
inventory up. Aside from 
that, the ability to help 
people and meet new 
faces is one of the most 
rewarding feelings. 

“We will continue 
to let the ministry of 
the word lead us to be 
there for our community. 
Through this business, 
we make a difference in 
the lives of so many.”

Lace and Grace 
Boutique offers weekly 
sales on merchandise and 
plans to offer the service 
of eyelash extensions. 

Currently, the owners 
are testing out the 
success of children’s 
clothes, but have the 
goal to eventually add 
children’s clothes to the 
boutique on a permanent 
basis. 

Lace and Grace Boutique is built on ‘good faith and values’

Lace and Grace Boutique delivers fashions to Munford, Lincoln and neighboring 
communities. 

Photo by BOB CRISP

The shop offers “a little bit of everything” in a cozy and welcoming environment for 
customers. 

Photo by BOB CRISP
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42889 AL Hwy. 21
Munford, AL 35268

(256) 358-0787

WE BUY ALL TYPES 
OF SCRAP METAL

RECYCLERS
MUNFORD

Talladega County
REVENUE 

COMMISSIONER
• Involved  
• Experienced  
• Qualified

CARTER HARDWARE
Over 90 Years Of Hometown Service

Hwy. 21,
Munford 256.358.4971

SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR:
•Propane Tanks Filled
•Painting •Plumbing
•Lawn & Garden
•And More

Huge Winter Closeout!
Spring Fashions Are Here!

  250 McElderry Rd. N., Munford
256-375-6759

(Inside Country Cuts Hair Salon)

BOUTIQUE

w w w . m c s w e e n e y C D J R . c o m

205-814-7300

  2605 Dr. John Haynes Drive, Pell City 

•Chrysler •Dodge •Jeep •Ram
A Large Selection of Pre-Owned. 

All Makes & Models!

OTIS
GRANT

www.twincreekstowingal.com

855-562-0663

TALLADEGA COUNTY
COMMISSION DISTRICT 1

Jackie Swinford

Continued Leadership
You Can Trust!

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Jackie Swinford, 230 Willow Rd., Oxford, AL 36203

www.firstbankal.com

STEVE HURST

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Steve Hurst, 155 Quail Run Rd., Munford, AL 36268 

State Representative District 35

Standing Up For Values.
Fighting For Alabama Families

Since 1998.

STEVE HURST

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Steve Hurst, 155 Quail Run Rd., Munford, AL 36268 

State Representative District 35

Standing Up For Values.
Fighting For Alabama Families

Since 1998.

By VALLEAN 
JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Taylor Rentals in 
Talladega has provided 
the local area with the 
opportunity of using 
heavy equipment at less-
than-heavy prices for 40 
years.

“I opened the 
business because I know 
most people do not 
budget to own certain 
equipment due to the 
cost. Then there are some 
people who only need to 
use equipment once or 
twice,” said Perry Barber, 
owner of Taylor Rentals.

Instead of trying to 

budget in a tractor to 
clear off a lot or find 
enough chairs and tables 
for an upcoming event, 
Taylor Rentals offers the 
option to be able to rent 
what is needed. They 
can provide construction 
and party equipment, 
and the process is fairly 
straightforward. 

“To reserve what is 
needed, come into the 
store, pick your date and 
the equipment you need 
and pay a deposit.”

Taylor Rentals 
provides the equipment 
and eliminates the hassle, 
but they do not deliver 
any of the equipment 
a customer is renting. 
The customer will have 

to make necessary 
arrangements to transport 
any equipment that 
cannot be driven.

“We do not deliver. 
It is an across-counter 
rental where customers 
are to pick up and return 
the equipment.”

Taylor added that if 
a piece of equipment 
comes back damaged, 
the customer becomes 
responsible for the cost 
of what is damaged.

When the 
temperatures start to rise 
and things start to get 
warmer is Taylor Rental 
Center’s busy season. 
But Barber said business 
remains steady even at 
times other than spring 

and summer.
“No matter what 

the season is, the most 
popular thing rented is 
tables and chairs because 
almost everyone needs 
tables and chairs at some 
point.”

One of the best things 
about Taylor Rentals 
aside from the savings 
of renting opposed 
to buying is the time 
available to rent what 
is needed. Barber said 
that a customer can 
rent equipment for as 
long as needed. He has 
scaffolding that has been 
rented for three or four 
years. However, no rental 
can be purchased. 

“With providing the 

services we do, I feel 
as if more time is left 
to plan when it comes 
to events or preparing 
something.”

Taylor Rentals has 
accumulated much 
success over the years 
and his love for helping 
someone solve a problem 
they might have with 
the right equipment for 
the job is one of many 
reasons his business 
continues to thrive. 

Barber sometimes 
endures some challenges 
along the way with 
working with the public, 
as any business does, 
but his love for people 
and making a difference 
outweighs all else.

Need special equipment for a project? Visit Taylor Rental

Taylor Rental Center is at 206 S Tinney Street in Talladega.
Photo by BOB CRISP

Perry Barber is the owner Taylor Rental 
Center. 

Submitted photo
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At Talladega Insurance, we know the importance of family. That is why we are proud to say that we are a family 
owned and family operated business. Four generations have seen the importance of this and have returned to 
Talladega to help the agency grow.

Talladega Insurance Agency was recognized as Alabama’s oldest insurance agency and the country’s 3rd oldest 
insurance agency. In fact, our agency is as old or older than many of the companies that we represent!

109 Spring St. N., Ste. A • Talladega, AL•  256-362-4153

“Why call an agent that has 1 company with which to quote your home/auto with, when we have 11? Come see us and you will feel great about your coverage & premium!”

Turner J. Jones William B. McGehee, Jr.

William B. McGehee, IVWilliam B. McGehee, III

www.Tal ladega-Insurance.com

TRUST IS EARNED. LET US EARN YOURS.

•Auto
•Home
•Life

COMMERCIAL: 
   Property 
   Liability
   Work Comp

Since 1858
4 Generations of Serving Our Community
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By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

Miller’s Barbecue has 
been a mainstay in the 
Talladega community 
for the last 15 years and 
counting. 

Since opening in 
2005, owner Donnie 
Miller said the restaurant 
has only continued to 
grow.

Miller said he and his 
family previously owned 
Miller’s Dinner Bell, 
which was located off 
The Square, in the same 
building as Tina’s Home 
Cooking is now.

“We served Southern-
style food,” Miller said. 
“It closed in 2002, but 
we would still get calls 
for Thanksgiving orders. 
We hated to see it close, 
but it was just hard to 
find help.”

Miller said he didn’t 
always believe he 
would work in the food 
industry.

“I previously worked 
for the Talladega 
Foundry,” Miller said. 

The restaurant owner 
said he decided to open 
Miller’s Barbecue after 
being contacted by a 
friend from Alex City, 
who is also in food 
service about purchasing 
the former Campbell’s 
BBQ building. 

“After thinking 
about it, I knew it was 
something I couldn’t 
refuse,” Miller said. 
“I’ve fallen in love with 
cooking over the years. 
Now it’s something I 
really enjoy doing.”

When asked what sets 
his restaurant a part from 
others in the area, Miller 
replied, “The cooker I 
have is aged and it really 
adds to the flavor. We 
also use hickory chips to 
cook with, and it gives it 
a distinct, smoky taste.”

Miller added the 
restaurant makes its 
own rub to marinate the 
barbecue meat.

“We let it cook for 
about 12 hours each 
day,” he said.

Menu items include: 
barbecue plates and 
sandwiches, hamburgers, 
catfish, chicken tenders, 
wings and hotdogs, along 

with an assortment of 
side dishes such as fries, 
coleslaw, baked beans 
and more. 

Miller said some of 
his most popular dishes 
are his barbecue plates 
and sandwiches, burgers, 

wings, corn fritters and 
“haystacks,” which are 
baked potatoes stuffed 
with barbecue meat 
and an assortment of 
toppings. 

“Our burgers are 
made with 100 percent 

ground beef,” he said.
Miller also 

emphasized the laid-back 
and friendly environment 
at his restaurant. 

“We have picnic 
tables out front where 
you can enjoy your 

meal outside, which is 
really popular during the 
warmer months,” Miller 
said. “I’m usually here, 
and will be glad to come 
out and meet you and 
shake your hand.”

The owner said the 

restaurant also takes 
pride in partnering 
with schools and other 
organizations for 
community outreach 
opportunities and 
fundraising. 

“It’s something we 
have continued to do 
over the years,” Miller 
said. “They’ve been a 
big hit, and it’s important 
that we give back when 
we can.”

Miller added the 
restaurant also caters for 
community events such 
as the Ritz Theatre’s 
annual drawdown. 

“We also cater 
weddings, reunions, 
parties and more,” he 
said. “We have about 
50 menu items from 
Miller’s Barbecue and 
some favorites from The 
Dinner Bell such as the 
turkey and dressing and 
pigs-in-a-blanket.” 

Additionally, the 
restaurant also takes 
delivery orders for 
parties of at least five.

“We try to make it 
happen if available,” 
Miller said. 

Miller said in the 
future he hopes to add 
new items to the menu.

“We are still trying 
out new items such 
as fried dill pickles, 
jalapeno poppers, a 
barbecue club and a 
turkey club.”

The owner of the 
family restaurant also 
commended his staff.

“We all work well 
together,” he said. 
“Everyone works hard to 
make sure the food and 
service is top quality.”

Miller and his wife, 
Michelle, have two 
children, Trey and Cason, 
and three grandchildren.

Miller’s Barbecue is 
at 405 Fort Lashley Ave. 
in Talladega.

Hours of operation 
are Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 10:30 
a.m. until 7 p.m.;

Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. 
until 8 p.m.

Miller’s BBQ is 
closed on Sunday and 
Monday.

For more information, 
call 256-761-0187.

Miller’s Barbeque:
Feeding Talladega for more than a decade

According to many customers, Miller’s serves the best barbecue and burgers in Talladega.  The 
resturant is at 408 Fort Lashley Avenue.

Photo by BOB CRISP

Donnie Miller has owned and operated the restaurant since 2005.
Photo by BOB CRISP
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To schedule your 
appointment call:

256-362-3456

•Preventive 
•Extractions
•Cosmetic 
•Root Canals 
•Implants 
•One Hour Whitening

Strong, Healthy Smiles 
Start Here...

DR. ZACK DOLLAR, D.M.D. 
AND STAFF

107 Spring St. North
Talladega
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RESPECT.
HONOR.
REMEMBER.

www.talladegafuneralhomeinc.com
256-362-0111

65001 Hwy. 77 N., Talladega

Kim L. Cosby
Manager

Serving Families 
With Dignity & Respect

Since 
1979
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By JOHN DOWD
Special to The Daily Home

2019 was a huge 
and successful year for 
the Talladega-Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce. 
The organization is 
proud of its efforts, given 
the limited funding, 
staffing and assets. The 
large area the chamber 
covers encompasses 
numerous communities 
and businesses including 
several large tourist 
attractions, all of which 
saw improvement during 
the past year.

One such project 
was completed 
at the Talladega 
Superspeedway, which 
according to Jason 
Daves, the chamber’s 
executive director, is 
one of the largest draws 
to the community, as 
well as to the state, 
as far as tourism. The 
track hosts two major 
races a year and has 
programs throughout 
the season. Last year the 
facility introduced a new 
interactive fan experience 
called the Talladega 
Superspeedway Infield 
Transformation Project. 
As part of the project 
the speedway opened a 
modern 35,000 square-
foot open air garage and 
social club. This part of 
the program is known as 
the Interactive Talladega 
Garage Experience. 
The facility is equipped 
with a 41-foot video 
board, garage suites 
viewing Monster Energy 
NASCAR Cup Series 
garage stalls, souvenir 
shops and will even have 
a new tram route that 
will take fans to the new 
Garage. The facility has 
been named Big Bill’s 
after Bill French, the 
founder of NASCAR. 

Another big draw to 
the area that opened in 
2019 was the Museum 
of Art, a new addition to 
the Talladega College. 
The facility boasts 
housing the Amistad 
Murals, which are valued 
at $50 million. Along 
with these new additions 
to the community, the 
chamber of commerce 
continues to build 
relationships between 
numerous businesses and 
tourist-drawing facilities 
such as the Civilian 
Marksmanship Park 
(CMP) and Top Trails. 

The CMP is one of the 
most sophisticated ranges 
of its kind, hosting 
national shooting events 
as well as employing top 
of the line technology 
for sportsmen to use. 
The range draws people 
from all over the world. 
Top Trails is a 2,800-acre 
area of campgrounds, 
ATV trails and outdoor 
activities. The location 
presents over 100 miles 
of off-highway-vehicle 
trails for visitors to 
explore. 

“The main goal of 
the chamber is to help 
facilitate the growth 
of these and other 
local businesses. It is 
important to put these 
places into working 
conjunction and to 
build partnerships to 
promote tourism and 
economic growth,” said 
Daves. The chamber 
also hosts a monthly 
event called Chamber 
Thursdays, which are 
held the last Thursday of 
every month at various 
locations and businesses 
around the community. 
These meetings are 
open to anyone who 
would like to attend and 
according to Daves are 
“a great opportunity 
to get members of the 
community into the walls 
of your business.” These 
events are hosted by 
members of the chamber.

This year, the 
chamber is working to 
promote the Alabama 
Institute for the Deaf and 
Blind (AIDB).

The organization is 
a major employer of 
deaf and blind workers 
in the area, as well as 
nationally. It employs 
throughout the state and 
even federally, taking 
on projects for the 
military and the federal 
government, as well as 
for the community. 

The Alabama 
Industries for the Blind 
program, as it is called, 
creates a plethora of 
items like military 
neckties, various paper 
goods and even mops. 
The program employs 
over 200 deaf and blind 
individuals and is housed 
in Talladega.  

AIDB is also the 
most comprehensive 
rehabilitation, education 
and service program of 
its kind in the world. It 
was founded in 1858 and 

serves people of all ages. 
The institute hosts 

various outreach 

programs at local college 
and school campuses 
teaching labor skills in 

various concentrations. 
The institute provides 
assistance to more than 

24,000 individuals across 
the state.   

Talladega-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
promotes business development in communities

“The main goal of the chamber is to help facilitate the growth of local businesses,” says executive 
director Jason Daves.

File photo

The Civilian Marksmanship Park boosts economic development by bringing shooting sports 
enthusiasts from all over the world to Talladega.

Submitted photo
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