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Ashville Bulldogs

Ashville opens season under new head coach

By GARY HANNER
Times Editor

Ashville will open the 2018 football season under new 
head coach Barry Simmons, who said this year is going 
great thus far and the guys had a fantastic summer.

“The kids have worked hard,” said Simmons, who was 
an assistant coach last year. “They showed up every day 
and put the time in. We have a great work ethic here, but 
we’re fighting the numbers here like everyone is. We are 
trying to recruit kids to come out and play football.”

Simmons said there’s a great core of kids at Ashville, 
they would just like to have more bodies.

“That’s not an excuse, it is what it is,” he said. “We 

have about 36 kids, and we will make them the absolute 
best we can. We will give everybody our best efforts. 
I’m confident in what we have and excited about the 
upcoming season with the group of kids and coaches we 

have.”
Ashville finished 4-6 last year, missing the playoffs 

by one win. Gone are 11 seniors, many of whom were 
starters. Players like Malik Williams, Landon Cornutt and 
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have.”
Ashville finished 4-6 last year, missing the playoffs 

by one win. Gone are 11 seniors, many of whom were 
starters. Players like Malik Williams, Landon Cornutt and 

See Bulldogs, Page 4
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City of Ashville
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Education Is Your
Key to Success
Your hard work has paid off, and we 
wish you much success as you make 
the next step with your diploma in 
hand. We’re proud of you, graduates.

Congratulations,
Class of 2017!

Good. Better. Best.
Never let it rest until
your good is Better

and your better is Best.
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Practice Hard,
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Great Season!
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winning possible.
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ASHVILLE
2018
SCHEDULE

Aug. 24  Ragland  Away

Aug. 31  Springville  Home

Sept. 7  Jacksonville  Away

Sept 14.  White Plains  Home

Sept. 21  Oneonta  Away

Sept. 28  OPEN

Oct. 5  Hokes Bluff  Away

Oct. 12  Cherokee Co.  Home

Oct. 19  Cleburne Co.  Away

Oct. 26  Anniston  Home

Nov. 2  Vincent  HomeAway

Elijah Beatty. Simmons said they lost a lot of good players, but have some good players 
returning to fill those shoes.

Key returning players include Ty Armstrong, who has led the team in tackles the past 
three seasons and was the leading rusher last year. Other key players are Luke Harris, 

Adrian Hernandez, Cam Tillman, Nathan Phillips, Clay 
Keller, Chris Sanders and Parker Jones.

Simmons said there are seven seniors on this year’s 
squad, but some of the underclassmen need to step up in 
order for them to be successful this year. 

This year, the Bulldogs are in Class 4A, Region 6 with 
Anniston, Cherokee County, Cleburne County, Hokes 
Bluff, Jacksonville, Oneonta and White Plains.

“This is a very tough region, top to bottom,” Simmons 
said. “I think Hokes Bluff has an edge because they 
have the best running back overall. I think Jacksonville 
and Cherokee County are going to be good, and you 
have to throw Oneonta in the mix. White Plains is a 
much improved team, and you can’t overlook Anniston. 
Cleburne County is moving down from 5A to 4A. I would 
like to think that we can compete in this particular region. 
It is probably the toughest north region in Class 4A.”

In talking about team strengths, Simmons said they 
do have a good core of running backs and skill players 
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Bulldogs
from page 3
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returning.
“That’s going to be a key to our 

offense,” he said. “Defensively, our 
linebackers will lead us. We have a good 
group of guys returning.”

Team weaknesses will be trying to 
develop linemen on both sides of the 
football.

“We will be a very young team,” 
Simmons said.

Ashville will open the season Friday 
on the road against the Ragland Purple 
Devils.

Reach Gary Hanner at ghanner@
thestclairtimes.com.
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Leeds Green Wave Gibson preparing Leeds for state title run

By GARY HANNER

Times Editor

Lee Gibson is starting 

his third year as head 

football coach at Leeds.

In the first two years, he 

has led the Green Wave to 

8-4 and 7-4 records (15-8 

overall) and state playoff 

appearances both years.

“Our goal this year is 

just like every other year 

– compete for the state 

title,” he said.

To make a run for 

state, Gibson will need to 

depend on a young team 

after losing 14 players to 

graduation last year.

Leeds is in Class 

4A, Region 4 with 

Childersburg, Elmore 

County, Handley, 

Holtville, Lincoln and 

Talladega.

Gibson said the teams to 

beat in the region would 

have to be Handley and 

Childersburg. Key players 

returning include Maliek 

Evans, Jakobi Hunter, 

Devonte Green and 

Alphoncie Hoipson.

“We will need to be 

able to run the football in 

order to have a successful 

season,” he said. “With 

a new quarterback in 

Nick Armstrong, our 

offensive line must be 

able to protect him to give 

him opportunities to win 

games for us.”

When talking about 

team strengths, Gibson 

Leeds Water Works Board
8651 Thornton Avenue
Leeds, AL 35094 205.699.5151

Good Luck Leeds    
       Green Wave

A winner is that person who gets up 
one more time than he was 
knocked down.

www.lwwb.com

Among its various contributions to the Leeds community, the LWWB is also a 
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John Farris
Tel. 205-577-7752   AESBL#1823

7430 Parkway Drive
Leeds, AL 35094
farrislockandkey@gmail.com
farrislockandkey.com
facebook.com/farrislockandkey1

In God We Trust

FARRIS LOCK 
AND KEY

YOUR TRUE LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH

Vehicle, Residential 
Commercial, 

Lock Replacement, 
Re-Key and Repair

Good Luck to
All Area Teams
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Sarah M. 
Brazzolotto,LLC

Attorney At Law
1908 Cogswell Avenue

Pell City, Alabama 35125
Telephone: 205-884-7726

sarahmbrazzolotto@yahoo.com

Have A Good 
Football Season!
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See Green Wave, Page 9
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LET OUR FAMILY
TAKE CARE

OF YOUR FAMILY

WE OFFER
•Medication Packaging
  Never fi ll a pill box again

•FREE Diabetic test strips

•Antibiotic Kids Club

•Free Delivery (At most locations)

•Medication Synchronization

•Immunizations

www.millspharmacies.com

24
Hour
Towing

Complete 
Auto., Truck &

Body Repair

1600 9th Street
Leeds, AL 35094 205-699-6651 

Air Cushion 
Recovery

Wheel Lifts - 
Light & Heavy 
Duty Wreckers
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said it would definitely be within the offensive and 

defensive lines.

“As for team weaknesses, we have some special team 

issues we have to take care of,” he said. “We have some 

new guys in our kicking game and Armstrong will be 

starting his first game at quarterback when we open the 
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Green Wave
from page 7

LEEDS 2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 24  Sylacauga  Away

Aug. 31  John Carroll  Home

Sept. 7  Elmore Co.  Away

Sept 14.  Lincoln  Home

Sept. 21  OPEN

Sept. 28  Ohatchee  Home

Oct. 5  Talladega  Away

Oct. 12  Holtville  Home

Oct. 19  Handley  Away

Oct. 26  Childersburg  Home

Nov. 2  Pleasant Grove  Away
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season. We have several weaknesses we need to work 

on, but so does everyone this time of season.”

Leeds opens the season Friday on the road at 

Sylacauga.

Reach Gary Hanner at ghanner@thestclairtimes.

com.



By GARY HANNER
Times Editor

Adam Wallace has come 
home to Moody to coach 
his alma mater, and no one 
is happier than he is.

“Our guys have worked 
their tails off this summer 
to get to the point where 
we are right now,” he 
said. “We have a lot of 
new guys that I’m anxious 
to see play. I want to 
see how they react to a 
Friday night, because 
they haven’t been in that 
position yet. I’m sure they 

are good players, they just 
haven’t been in a Friday 
night situation yet.”

Moody has the first 
week off, but they are 
playing Douglas at home 
Friday in a jamboree 
game.

“We just want our guys 
to get under the lights and 
have game-like situations 
before we start the 
season,” Wallace said.

Twelve seniors 
graduated from the 2017 
Moody squad that went 
4-6 and did not make the 
state playoffs.

“We have over 20 
seniors this year,” Wallace 
said. “A lot of those senior 
players will be playing for 
the first time and we will 
be relying on them. I think 
they will be fine reacting 
to a Friday night game, 
and I am very confident in 
them.”

Wallace said key 
players returning include 
quarterback Karson 
Buckner.

“I am excited about the 

progress he has shown 
through spring training 
and on into the summer,” 
Wallace said. “Rashad 
Clark has been productive 
and will play on both sides 
of the ball.”

Moody is in Class 
5A, Region 5 along with 
Center Point, Central Clay 
County, Mortimer Jordan, 
Munford, Springville, 
St. Clair County and 
Sylacauga.

Wallace said without a 

doubt it is going to be a 
competitive region from 
top to bottom.

“It’s hard to say in 
preseason who is going to 
be the best team,” he said. 
“Just because you had a 

good season last year 
does not mean you will 
have a great season this 
year. Normally, I know 
that Central Clay County 
is good. St. Clair County 
had an unbelievable 
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205.640.1028

Good Luck 
To All Area Teams On A 

Winning Season!
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2529 Moody Pkwy
Moody, AL

Good Luck to All Area Teams
SIMPSON 

BODY SHOP
2806 Moody Parkway, Moody, AL

205-640-6234     •    fax 205-640-2488
Simpsonbody@windstream.net

Wayne Simpson, owner 000251986r1

805 Church St., Moody, AL

205-702-6622

Radical Divas
Consignment Boutique

Junior’s, Teen’s, and Women’s
Clothing & Accessories

Facebook and Pinterest
stephanieirwin36@gmail.com

Those Friday night lights 
at those

hometown 
games... 

Have A 
Great Season!
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Moody Blue Devils Wallace comes home to lead Blue Devils

See Blue Devils, Page 11
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Keven Robinson
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krobinson@realtysouth.com
Say “yes” to the Address! 

Complimentary Home 
Market Evaluation
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3255 Cogswell Avenue • Pell City, AL 35125

205-338-3722
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Arnold Law Offices
Jared B. Arnold

Attorney At Law

423 23rd St. N.
Pell City, AL 35125 (205)338-6565
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Come Together...
ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING
Good Luck Moody Blue Devils!

Call About Our 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
Ashley Manor Apartments

Come Home To

925 Ashley Drive  |  Moody, AL  |  205.640.1449

Blue Devils
from page 10

season last year. Matt 
Glover is always going to 
have his guys coached up 

and in a position to win. 
Sylacauga is always right 
there in the mix. Mortimer 
Jordan is always right 
there. I think we have a 

region where there will be 
a cluster of teams who will 
be in position to advance 
to the playoffs when time 
comes.”  

Wallace said when 
discussing team strengths, 
he has a lot of guys 
returning on the defensive 
side of the ball, and has 

four offensive linemen 
returning as well.

“These guys have grown 
as a team over the past 
three months,” he said. “I 
believe that will pay off 
when we get to Friday 
night games.”

As for team weaknesses, 
Wallace said it is definitely 
the lack of experience; 

many of the guys will be 
playing on Friday nights 
for the first time this 
season.

“My goal this year is 
to put a football team out 
there that is well-coached, 
prepared, and will do 
things the right way with 
class,” Wallace said. “If 
we do that, the wins and 

See Blue Devils, Page 12

•AUTO •HOME •LIFE 
•CHURCH

205-884-1131

SUSAN GENTRY
INSURANCE

Wishing All Area Teams A Safe Season!
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www.mumsandmemercantile.com

Neva Reardon ~ ProprietorHours: Tues.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 11-4

mum & me 
merchantile 

8032 Parkway Dr. Leeds 205-702-6677

American Handmade Store
In Historic Downtown Leeds

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

Best Wishes All Area High School Teams!

Cell: 205-587-0639
Keven Robinson
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krobinson@realtysouth.com
Say “yes” to the Address! 

Complimentary Home 
Market Evaluation



Quick Lane
at

Town & Country Ford

Seize
Every

Opportunity.

1103 Martin Street North   |   Pell City, Alabama, 35125   |   205-525-4777   |   PellCityQuickLane.com
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Opportunities Are Usually Disguised as Hard Work,
So Most People Don’t Recognize Them.

Good Luck 
on a

Winning 
Season!
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Blue Devils
from page 11

MOODY 2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 24  OPEN
Aug. 31  Etowah  Away
Sept. 7  SCCHS  Home
Sept 14.  Sylacauga  Home
Sept. 21  Central Clay Co.  
Away
Sept. 28  Shelby Co.  Away

Oct. 5  Munford  Home
Oct. 12  Springville  Away
Oct. 19  Center Point  Away
Oct. 26  Mortimer Jordan  
Home
Nov. 2  Talladega  Home

losses will take care of 
themselves.”

Moody opens the 
season Aug. 31, on the 

road at Etowah.
Reach Gary 

Hanner at ghanner@
thestclairtimes.com.
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Opportunities Are Usually Disguised as Hard Work,
So Most People Don’t Recognize Them.

Good Luck 
on a

Winning 
Season!
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CROPWELL
Extended Hours Clinic

2048 Martin St. S.  |  Pell City, AL 35128

PELL CITY
St. Vincent’s St. Clair Medical Plaza

7067 Veterans Parkway, Suite 200  |  Pell City, AL 35125

205.8 84,9 0 0 0

w w w.pcifm.com

Rick Jontani, MD Barry Collins, MD Illinca Pricsacru, MD Adrienne Slaughter, 
CRNP

Marsha Boswell, NP

GOOD LUCK FOR A WINNING SEASON!

Pell City Panther’s Seniors Victory Christian Lion’s Seniors
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Pell City Panthers

The Wayne Lee era is officially underway at Pell City High School

See Panthers, Page 15
By LAVONTE YOUNG

The Wayne Lee era is officially underway at Pell City 

High School. 

Lee takes over a Panthers program that was realigned 

to Class 6A, Region 6, which features Clay-Chalkville, 

Pinson Valley, Oxford, Shades Valley and Gardendale.

Lee said he knows his team is facing an uphill battle, 

but the Panthers are prepared for the challenge.

“It’s been a lot of fun, starting in the spring. They 

have really worked hard for me,” Lee said. “They really 

got in here and got after it. They have embraced the new 

region that we are in. 

“We know it is a challenge, we understand that, but 

they are really looking forward to going out there and 

competing. We get to see some really good players and 

we are going to get the opportunity to probably play, at 

some point in time, the No. 1-,  No. 2- and No. 3-ranked 

teams in the state, maybe in our region. ... That’s a big 

challenge, but we are looking forward to it.”

Lee takes over for Keith Etheredge, who spent two 

seasons at Pell City. Etheredge went 12-10 with the 

Panthers before leaving to take the job at TR Miller.

This is Lee’s first stint as a head coach since the 2008. 

He spent 10 seasons as Pinson Valley head coach before 

coming to Pell City as an assistant.

“It has been fun. I have a great group of coaches out 

here,” Lee said. “I have moved some up, and that has 

been fun. Those kids have really responded to these 

guys, they are working hard and they are here every 

day.”

The Panthers went 6-5 in 2017 and fell to Shades 

Valley in the first round of the Alabama High School 

Athletic Association 6A playoffs. Pell City has made the 

bonnievsellshomes@gmail.com

Bonnie Voss 
Associate Broker

CRS ABR CSP

205.613.2229 cell

Wishing All Area Teams A Good Year!
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COMMUNITY CREDIT INC.

1912 Cogswell Ave., Pell City • 205-338-4433
www.communitycreditinc.com

•Consumer Loans •Personal  •Automobile
•Real Estate (land only)  •Mobile Homes

Sherry Beene
NMLS #206244

Loans from $500 to $10,000 with approved application.

Call Sherry Beene for ANY 
type of loan you may need!

NMLS #206219

Good Luck to all Area Teams!
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Located inside The Old Gray Barn

FedEx and UPS Authorized 
Shipping Center

1910 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125

205-338-0791
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205-338-07911910 Cogswell Ave., Pell City, AL 35125

FedEx and UPS Authorized 
Shipping Center

Good Luck All Area 
Football Teams!



postseason in five of the 

past six seasons. For Lee, 

continuing that playoff 

streak is the goal going 

into the season.

“Every year, we want to 

make it to the playoffs,” 

the coach said. “Some 

people will sit up and say 

state championships and 

this, that and another, but 

you have to get to the 

playoffs first. 

“When you get to the 

playoffs, it is a one-game 

(elimination matchup each 

week) for everybody; you 

don’t know what’s going 

to happen, but you have to 

get there. 

“Right now, it is about 

getting in. It is a challenge 

in our region, there are 

a lot of good teams in it. 

That’s the way it falls, but 

we are going to compete 

and see what happens.”
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Panthers
from page 14

See Panthers, Page 16

HENDERSON’S 
Builders Supply Co., Inc.

7 16th Street South
Pell City, AL 36125

KEITH HENDERSON
BLAINE HENDERSON

PELL CITY HIGH SCHOOL

Go
Panthers!

Email: keithxyz@aol.com
hendersonsbuilderssupply.com

Phone 205-338-2261
Fax 205-884-0728
1-800-226-2579
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4852 Cogswell Ave., Pell City 35125

Sushi, Hibachi, Asian Wok, Full Bar

ASIAN 
RESTAURANT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Thurs 11 am - 9 pm, Fri - Sat 11 am - 10 pm, Sun 11 am - 9 pm

Order online at Oishiasian.com
205-338-7775Dine In or 

Carry Out

We Now Have a Band Wednesday Evenings From 5:30 to 9:30 pm
Good Luck All 

Area Football 

Teams!
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The Panthers’ inexperienced players 

will have to be prepared to make an 

impact immediately if they are going 

to accomplish their goal of making the 

postseason. Pell City has four returners 

on the offensive side of the ball. Going 

into the season, Pell City’s defense may 

be its strength. There are eight returners 

on that side.

“We have a lot of people coming back 

on defense, and the defense over the last 

several years, the scheme has stayed 

intact,” Lee said. “These guys have been 

playing in the same scheme for four or 

five years now. ... The offense has had 

some changes, and they are having to 

catch up, and there are some younger kids 

out there on offense.”

One of the new faces on offense will be 

at quarterback. The Panthers entered fall 

camp with a quarterback battle between 

Mitchell Gossett and Colton Fincher. 

Lee said leadership will play a role in 

determining who will start the first game 

of the season against Fort Payne on Aug. 

24.

“It is a competition, and that is the 

thing that we wish we could have at 

every position,” Lee said. “We fully 

believe competition brings out the best 

in everybody. Right now, these two are 

doing a good job, they are splitting reps.  
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205-338-7500
www.tradesmanco.com

3620 Martin St. S., Cropwell, AL

Good Luck To All Area Football Teams!

Work Hard 
 Play Hard 

•Boathouses  •Piers
•Seawalls  •Docks

•Pile Driving 
•Repairs, Maintenance

& Installs

000256584r1
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      Good Luck 

Pell City Panthers!

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 36

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Randy Wood, P.O. Box 4432, Anniston, AL 36204

Randy 

WOOD
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Paid pol adv by Nickie S VanPelt for 
SCCBOE Board Member at Large, 

99 Stevens Farm Road, 
Ashville, AL 35953

WE CAN DO IT!

NICKIE 
STEVENS 
VANPELT
 NOV. 6

VOTE

PELL CITY
2018
SCHEDULE

Aug. 24 vs. Fort Payne
Aug. 31 vs. Calera
Sept. 7 at Oxford
Sept. 14 vs. 
Gardendale
Sept. 21 vs. Huffman
Oct. 5 at Etowah
Oct. 12 vs. Clay 
Chalkville
Oct. 19 at Pinson 
Valley
Oct. 26 at  Shades 
Valley
Nov. 2 at Chelsea, 7 
p.m.Teamwork Makes the Dream Work!

Services provided:
•	 All	prescription	insurances	accepted
•	 Competitive	Pricing
•	 Wound	care	supplies
•	 We	match	local	competitors	and	have
						$4	&	$10	generics
•	 Drive	Thru
•	 Automatic	refill	program	where	we	remind	
					you	it’s	time	to
	 get	your	prescription	refilled!
•	 Internet	refill	requests
•	 Fast	prescription	transfers	from	other
      pharmacies
•	 Flex	Spending	Cards	accepted
•	 Comprehensive	selection	of	Rehab	
						&	Home	Health	products
•	 Free	Flavoring	of	liquid	medicines
•	 OTC	selection
We	Also	Carry
Compression	Socks			|			Willow	Tree	Collectables		
	Home	T	Apparel

M-F 8:30 am-8 pm  |  Sat. 9 am-4 pm

74 Plaza Drive  | Pell City, AL
northsideapothecary.com 205-814-7272

We	accept	BCBS	and	Tricare!

000255156r1

“Whoever wins the battle, there 

is going to be playing time at other 

positions, whether it is on defense, 

receiver or whatever for the other guy.”

Darius Garrett is one of the four 

starters returning on offense. The senior 

running back was the leading rusher 

for Pell City last fall. Garrett has high 

expectations going into the season.

“I just want to help our team win,” 

Garrett said. “I want to get a lot of 

yards and score a lot of touchdowns. I 

have to do what I need to do to help me 

accomplish my goals.”

With several traditional 

powerhouses in the region, Pell City 

is expected to struggle in region play. 

Garrett said he wants the team to prove 

all its naysayers wrong in 2018.

“We are out here working hard because 

we know that we are playing good teams 

that can make it to the playoffs,” Garrett 

said. “People are doubting us, but we are 

working hard to prove people wrong. We 

want to get everybody out here to watch 

us. We have to make sure we are working 

hard, stepping up and being a leader out 

here.”
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Retirement Community
Services Include

•Assisted Living
•Memory Care
•Respite Care  

•Rehabilitation Therapy
•Independent Living

• Skilled Nursing Services

Call Today!
(205) 338-2221
www.villageatcooksprings.com

We wish all area 
football teams a 

safe year! 00
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•Assisted Living  •Memory Care
•Respite Care  •Adult Day Care

•Rehabilitation Therapy
•Independent Living

• Skilled Nursing Services

Retirement Community
Services Include

Call Today!
(205) 338-2221
www.villageatcooksprings.com
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•Assisted Living  •Memory Care
•Respite Care  •Adult Day Care

•Rehabilitation Therapy
•Independent Living

• Skilled Nursing Services

Retirement Community
Services Include

Call Today!
(205) 338-2221
www.villageatcooksprings.com
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The St. Clair County 
Board of  Education Members 

would like to wish all 
area schools in St. Clair County 

a great football season.
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Jenny Seals- Superintendent
Board members:
Scott Suttle- Board President
Marie Manning- Board Vice President
Angie Cobb- Board Member
Randy Thompson- Board Member
John DeGaris- Board Member
Bill Morris- Board Member
Allison Gray- Board Member

000239595r1



By GARY HANNER
Times Editor

After spending the last 
two years as defensive 
coordinator at Ragland 
High School, Derrick 
Sewell is now the Purple 
Devils’ new head football 
coach. 

This is the first time 
Sewell has been a head 
football coach, and he said 
he’s thankful.

“First of all, I am 
thankful to God that He 
decided a long time ago 
that this was His plan for 
me,” he said. “I am very 
thankful to my wife and 
family for allowing me to 
pursue this dream. I am 
thankful to my principal, 
Jennifer Ball. I’m just 

very thankful for the 
opportunity.”

Sewell, 31, attended 
Sylvania High School 
through halfway of 
his junior year where 
he played football, 
basketball and baseball. 
He transferred to Ft. 
Payne High School where 
he graduated in 2005. 
He received a football 
scholarship to Kentucky 
Wesleyan, a Division II 
college, where he was a 
receiver.

Last year, Ragland 
finished the season 5-6. 
The year before that, the 
Purple Devils finished 7-4. 
Both years they lost in the 
opening round of the state 
playoffs.

When asked what it will 

take to win a first round 
game and move on to 
the second round, Sewell 
said it’s a matter of taking 
care of the week-to-week 
business.

“In the past, we have 
said we can beat this 
team, this team and that 
team in order to match up 
with a certain team in the 
playoffs,” he said. “That’s 
all fine on paper, but what 
can help us to advance to 
the second round of the 
state playoffs is beating 
Ashville the first game of 
the season.”

The Purple Devils are in 
Class 1A, Region 5 along 
with Appalachian, Donoho, 
Spring Garden, Talladega 
County Central, Victory 
Christian and Winterboro.

Sewell said each team 
in the region will be better, 
and they all have great 
athletes. He said the team 
to beat in the region would 
be Spring Garden due to 
the level of success they’ve 
had in recent years.

“They will probably 
be the team to beat just 

because of the reputation 
they bring to the region,” 
he said.

Ragland lost 12 seniors 
to graduation last year, 
many of whom started 
for the Purple Devils. 

There are six seniors on 
this year’s squad. Sewell 
said key players returning 
include Jaylen Byers, 
Hunter Day, LaDarious 
Spikes, Josh Phillips, 
Brody Bice, Elijah Ball, 
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Ragland Purple Devils Purple Devils open season under new coach

See Purple Devils, Page 22

Concussion 
www.ChildrensAL.org/concussion                          

AT RISK FOR

CHILDREN’S SOUTH 
OUTPATIENT CENTER
Outpatient surgery, Pediatric 
Imaging, laboratory services 

and specialty care clinics 
1940 Elmer J. Bissell Road

Birmingham, AL 35243   
205.638.4800  

CHILDREN’S DOWNTOWN 
RUSSELL CAMPUS

1600 7th Avenue South
Birmingham, AL 35233 

205.638.9100       

A concussion is an injury caused by a blow 
to the head in which the brain moves rapidly and may collide 
with the inside of the skull. Even a minor fall or collision may be  
of concern, so be alert to symptoms such as headaches, 
unsteadiness, confusion or other types of abnormal behavior. 
Any athlete with a suspected concussion:

   n    Should be IMMEDIATELY REMOVED FROM PLAY/ACTIVITY  

   n    Should be evaluated right away
    by a doctor/healthcare professional
  n    Should not be left alone         
   n    Should not drive a motor vehicle

For a Concussion Clinic appointment, call 

205.934.1041
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MUSTANG
2018

is no accident
IT

 IS HARD WORK

SUCCESS

“Experience Our Award Winning Attitude”
PellCityFord.comPell City, AL

205-884-0000
1-20 • Exit 158 • Hwy 231

Pell City, AL
205-884-0000

1-20 • Exit 158 • Hwy 231

Lets see what happens when preparation meets opportunity.

OWN THE SEASON!
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Purple Devils
from page 20

RAGLAND
2018
SCHEDULE

Aug. 24  Ashville  Home
Aug. 31  Westbrook Christian  
Away
Sept. 7  Donoho  Away
Sept 14  TCC  Away
Sept. 21  Victory
Christian  Home
Sept. 28  West End
Walnut Grove  Away
Oct. 5  Appalachian  Home
Oct. 12  Valley Head  Home
Oct. 19  Winterboro  Away
Oct. 26  Spring Garden  Home
Nov. 2  OPEN

Have A Blessed Season Springville Tigers!

Harold Beane
Cell: 205-365-8907

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles, they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
                                                                                                                                Isaiah 40:31

000255114r1

H & R
MOTORS

Go Tigers!

26 Murphrees Valley Road  |  Springville, AL 35146
205-467-3192  |  hrmotorsspringville.com

DR. JEWELRY
total care for your jewelry

JOHN DAVIS, owner   |   243 US Highway 11, 
Argo Village, Trussville, Al 35173

 205-467-0222 000255112r1

Good Luck to All Area Teams.
Play Hard and Have Fun!

Good Luck
to All Area Teams!
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CRAWFORD-SKINNER
AGENCY, INC.

“Quality Service Since 1944”

Complete Insurance Agency

205.467.6777
6412 Main Street, Springville

We Have Everything
You Need for

Southern Bath & Kitchen
Plumbing - HVAC

Water Works
Industrial - Electrical
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12637 Martin St. S., Pell City

(205)884-1021

SOUTHERN
PIPE & SUPPLY

www.southernpipe.com

Good Luck All Area Teams!

Nathaniel Kelly and Travis 
Schall.

Team strengths, 
according to Sewell, 
include more depth than in 
the past few years.

“Especially at the 
offensive and defensive 
line areas,” he said. “Even 
though with our small 
numbers overall, we will 
be able to rest some guys 

throughout a game. That’s 
a key, because if you 
can’t win at the line of 
scrimmage, you don’t have 
much of a chance to win a 
game.”

Sewell said the overall 
team weakness would be 
the numbers game.

“We’re just not very 
deep in some of our skill 
positions,” he said. “But, 

that’s how we focused our 
conditioning and weight 
program this summer to 
compensate for those lack 
of numbers.”

When discussing goals 
for the upcoming year, 
Sewell said number one 
would be, every Friday 
night, putting the best unit 
on the field and winning 
that game.

“I know I am going to 
get everything our players 
have,” he said. “That will 
be the standard. We talked 
in a meeting the next day 

after I was hired about 
setting a standard. We have 
a high standard with high 
lofty goals. We will work 
to get to them. Ragland 
is accustomed to winning 
football games. What we 
want to make sure we do is 
get to that place where we 
are winning championships 
– ultimately. They can’t see 
that as some far-off dream. 
They’ve got to understand 
this is something we can 
do and that will set the 
tone for the way we work.”

Ragland opens the 
season Friday at home 
against Class 4A and 
county foe Ashville. The 
Bulldogs won last year’s 
game 33-32.

Reach Gary Hanner at 
ghanner@thestclairtimes.
com
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By GARY HANNER
Times Editor

Michael Graben is the 
new head football coach 
for the Springville Tigers. 
This will be his first stint as 
a head football coach.

In the last three years, 

the Tigers have gone 
2-8 each season. When 
asked how he can turn the 
program around, Graben 
said they have to practice 
better and improve on 
facilities.

“We want to improve 
on what we have,” he 

said. “We are redoing our 
weight room. We put some 
artificial turf down that 
covers about 10 yards that 
we can practice on when it 
is raining outside.”

Graben said despite the 
record in recent years, the 
guys have played hard, and 

have never given up in a 
game.

“Last year, we had the 
opportunity to win two or 
three more games,” he said.

Springville is in Class 
5A, Region 5 along with 
St. Clair County, Moody, 
Center Point, Central Clay 
County, Mortimer Jordan, 
Munford and Sylacauga.

Graben said the teams 
to beat in the region are 
Central Clay County and 
Mortimer Jordan.

“You can also add 
Sylacauga, Munford and 
Center Point as well,” he 
said. “And St. Clair County 
went to the semis last year. 

Moody has a new coach 
and they have about 80 
kids out for football. We 
will be the underdog in 
each of the region games 
we play. That means we 
will have to catch a few 
breaks here and there.”

Graben said when 
talking about team 
strengths, you have to start 
with quarterback Austin 
Hutchison, a 6-foot, 4-inch 
205-pound junior. 

“I think he is a college 
prospect,” Graben said. 
“He can throw the football, 
run with it, and can read 

the defenses well. He has 
been to several quarterback 
camps this summer.”

Graben said the biggest 
strengths are on defense.

“We lost some linemen, 
but Coach Brad Preston 
does a great job with that 
defensive line. Ever year he 
takes new guys and makes 
linemen out of them. He 
will need to do that again 
this year because we lost 
four seniors from last 
year’s squad.”

Graben also said 
linebackers will be pretty 
good this year, anchored by 

Springville Tigers Graben to lead Tigers in 2018

See Tigers, Page 24

Have A Blessed Season Springville Tigers!

Harold Beane
Cell: 205-365-8907

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles, they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
                                                                                                                                Isaiah 40:31
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205-467-3192  |  hrmotorsspringville.com



Braden Hughes in the middle.
“Braden is just a junior, but I believe he will 

have a shot at playing college football,” he said.
When asked what the goal was for his team 

this year, Graben didn’t hesitate when he said, 
“to win the state championship.”

“I want to be competitive in every game,” he 
added. “If you say anything other than winning, 
you sell yourself short. I want to find a way to 
win some of those games we’ve been losing 
the past several years. We don’t have a magic 
win total, but we would like to win the county. 
We play Ashville, St. Clair and Moody. Those 
are three big games for us in order to win the 
county.”

Graben also said he would like to see his team 

make the state playoffs.
“You don’t go from 2-8 to winning a state 

championship in one year,” he said. “But, I don’t 
want to sell our seniors short, because we do 
have a great bunch of seniors – 17 of them. We 
have experience coming back in every position 
except for defensive line.”

Springville opens the season Thursday, Aug. 
23, on the road against Hayden.
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Tigers
from page 23 SPRINGVILLE

2018
SCHEDULE
Aug. 23  Hayden  Away
Aug. 31  Ashville  Away
Sept. 7  Sylacauga  Away
Sept 14  Central Clay Co.  
Home
Sept. 21  Munford  Away
Sept. 28  Crossville  
Home
Oct. 5  Center Point  
Home
Oct. 12  Moody  Home
Oct. 19  Mortimer Jordan  
Away
Oct. 26  SCCHS  Away
Nov. 2  OPEN

www.springvillealabama.org

Go Springville Tigers!

City of 
Springville
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Mayor and Council
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Goal: Graduate
Plan: Apply, Attend, Achieve
Numerous degree and certificate 
programs to choose from

 Childersburg 
256-378-5576           

Alexander City
 256-234-6346

Prattville
256-234-6346

Talladega    
256-480-2068          

www.cacc.edu

000254122r1



By GARY HANNER
Times Editor

In only his second year at St. Clair County High 
School, Matt Glover is the dean of high school football 
coaches. Every St. Clair County high school team has a 
new head football coach this year with the exception of 
SCCHS.

Last year was an unbelievable year for the Saints as 
they made a deep run into the playoffs and finished the 
season 10-4. Two of the four losses were to Briarwood 

Christian, the second one a 37-33 season-ender in the 
semifinals of the state playoffs.

It will be like a rebuilding season for Glover, who lost 
24 seniors from last year’s team.

“When we played our spring game this year, we 

had seven guys who played against Briarwood in the 
semifinals left on this football team,” he said. “Basically, 
when we lost to Briarwood, we lost our team that night.”

When asked how he starts over, Glover said the first 
thing is dealing with a lot of kids who have never seen 
any playing time on a Friday night.

“No one has ever counted on them to do anything 
in a game situation,” he said. “They’ve all been junior 
varsity kids or scout team guys. This season will be a 
whole new experience for them. They are learning how 
to be accountable, how to practice so we can count on 
them during game situations.”

Glover mentioned Javon Ousley, Isaiah Smith, Gage 
Ivey, Trey Christian and Rodney Jones as key players 
returning.

“To be honest with you, every player that is back from 
last year’s team is a key for us,” he said. “They have 
playing experience.”

SCCHS is in Class 5A, Region 5 along with Center 
Point, Central Clay County, Moody, Mortimer Jordan, 
Munford, Springville and Sylacauga.

Glover said his Saints will need to step up to the level 
of several teams in the region.

“You’ve got perennial 5A powerhouse Mortimer 
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St. Clair County Saints

Saints set for second year under Glover

See Saints, Page 27

14487 US Hwy 411 • Odenville, AL 35120

(205) 629-5801

ODENVILLE
UTILITY BOARD

Play 
Hard!

Good Luck
SAINTS!
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Oakridge Outdoor
Power Equipment, Inc.

14303 Hwy. 411 - Odenville, AL - 205-629-2270

Mowers, Trimmers, Saws, Blowers, 
Generators & Pressure Washers

GOOD LUCK SAINTS!
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that makes winning possible.
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krobinson@realtysouth.com
Say “yes” to the Address! 

Complimentary Home 
Market Evaluation
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Jordan and Central 
Clay County in there,” 
he said. “Coach Matt 

Griffith does a great job 
at Sylacauga. The team 
I think will be really 

good that a lot of people 
are not talking about is 
Center Point. They have 
been a 6A school the past 
four years playing some 
tough teams and now they 
have dropped to 5A. The 

last time they were a 5A 
team, they advanced to 
the semifinals in the state 
playoffs. I think Moody 
with Coach Wallace there 
will be a good football 
team. This will be a tough 

region. Last year, three 
of the four teams in the 
quarterfinals came out 
of our region. I see that 
happening again this year. 
Whoever wins our region 
has a great chance to move 
on and represent the north 
in the state title game.”

As for team strengths, 

Glover said that’s all still 
up in the air.

“I really don’t know 
yet,” he said. “With 
the large senior class 
graduating, we have so 
many positions to fill.”

Glover said the goal for 
the upcoming season is to 
make the playoffs.

Saints
from page 26

See Saints, Page 28

1904 16th Ave S.  |  Pell City, AL 35128

205.884.1040
royalfoodscompany.com

Royal Foods
Your source for quality meats for 

nearly 40 years, and a Proud Partner 
in the Community... Supporting, 

Caring,  & Servicing the Community.

Family-owned since 1978

Good 
Luck to 

ALL Area 
Teams
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BUTTS | RIBS | WINGS & MORE
205.884.2888

WITH THE BEST BBQ EVER!

GO! FIGHT! WIN!
Kick Off Party
Headquarters!

Start your kickoff   party 
the right way! 

000256229r1

AL CERT #17078

Set your goals high 
and don’t stop till 

you get there!

000256237r1
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Down Home,
 Down The Street. ODENVILLE AND ASHVILLE, AL 

Wishing all St. Clair Co. teams 
 “Pigskin Prosperity”

Get Ready For Football Season by Shopping For All Your 
Favorites At The Piggly Wiggly In Ashville and Odenville
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ST. CLAIR CO. 
SAINTS 2018 
SCHEDULE
Aug. 24  John Carroll  
Away
Aug. 31  Cherokee Co.  
Away
Sept. 7  Moody  Away
Sept. 14  Mortimer Jordan  
Home
Sept. 21  Center Point  
Away
Sept. 28  OPEN
Oct. 5  Sylacauga  Away
Oct. 12  Central Clay Co.  
Away
Oct. 19  Munford  Home
Oct. 26  Springville  Home
Nov. 2  Shelby County  
Home

“We play five games, 
take a week off, and play 
five more games,” he said. 
“We basically have two 
five-game seasons. I want 
to have a winning record 
in those two five-game 
seasons. If we can do that, 
we will make the playoffs. 
If we can get to the next 
level (state playoffs), then 
anything can happen.”

The Saints open the 
season Friday on the road 
at John Carroll.

Reach Gary Hanner at 
ghanner@thestclairtimes.
com.

Saints
from page 27
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Down Home,
 Down The Street. ODENVILLE AND ASHVILLE, AL 

Wishing all St. Clair Co. teams 
 “Pigskin Prosperity”

Get Ready For Football Season by Shopping For All Your 
Favorites At The Piggly Wiggly In Ashville and Odenville
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By SHANE DUNAWAY

Victory Christian fell a 
few plays short of securing 
a playoff berth in 2017 in 
Mike Holliday’s first season 
as head coach.

Going into his second 
year, Holliday sees plenty 
of opportunity and ability 
on his squad.

“We definitely want 
to get to the playoffs,” 
Holliday said. “There’s no 
question about that. We 
were so close last year to 
getting to the playoffs. We 
figured it up and we were 
probably four plays from 
being 8-2. I mean, we were 
right on the edge. 

“We’ve got to get over 
that hump, we’ve got to get 

out of mediocrity and get 
into something that’s better 
than mediocre.”

Holliday said his team 
has been focusing on the 
mental aspect of the game 
going into the 2018 season 
in hopes of avoiding a 
letdown.

“We’ve always been 
physically fit and physically 
ready to play,” he said. 
“We’ve got to be mentally 
ready to play and we’ve got 
to not make mistakes. 

“If we do that, we play 
for one another and we 
play for Jesus -- which is 
the main reason we play 
anyway -- if we do that, we 
trust our teammates and we 
don’t play for ourselves, 
there’s no telling what we 

can do.”
The Lions’ offseason 

losses were big in terms of 
talent but not in numbers.

“We’ve got a great group 
coming back,” Holliday 
said. “We lost six seniors, 
and all of them were 
contributors. We had a 
couple guys who had played 

all four years, and those 
will be hard to replace. You 
can’t replace them. You’ve 
just got to move forward 
and get other guys to do 
their thing in their spot. 

“For that reason, I think 
we’ve got a great team 
coming back. This team 
is jelling together and 
learning a lot. This team 
is mentally tough. They’re 
going to be mentally ready. 
I think we’ve always been 
physical, but we’re going 
to be mentally ready this 
time.”

Of the six players who’ve 
moved on, the void left 
by departed quarterback 
Harrison Cheatwood 
could, perhaps, be the most 
difficult to fill.

“Harrison was in here 
for four years for us and 
started for four years for 
us,” Holliday said. “He put 
up some great numbers. 
He’s a good leader, and I 

think he’ll do well over at 
(Jacksonville State)”

Holliday said Abe 
Sargent, who backed up 
Cheatwood in 2017, will 
take over this season.

“Abe’s going to be our 
starter,” Holliday said. 
“He’s a totally different 
quarterback. He’s not going 
to try to be Harrison, and 
we don’t want him trying to 
be Harrison. We want him 
to be Abe, and that’s what 
he’s going to do. He’s going 
to be the quarterback Abe 
can be.”

On the defensive side, 
senior linebacker Ashton 
Love will slide into the role 
previously held by Brodie 

Holliday.
“(Brodie) suffered some 

injuries the (past) couple 
years that slowed him down 
a little bit, but he’s still 
going to be hard to replace,” 
Holliday said. “We’ve got 
a good linebacker right 
here in Ashton, who I 
think is going to be a great 
replacement for him. 

“He’s going to play in the 
middle just like Brodie did 
when he replaced a great 
middle linebacker in Kyle 
Roberson, who had a great 
career here. We’re going to 
continue (our) long line of 
middle linebackers who can 
do the job.”

Love said the difference 
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Making playoffs is a priority for Victory Christian VICTORY LIONS 2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 31 at Fayetteville
Sept. 7 vs. Gaylesville
Sept. 14 at Appalachian
Sept. 21 at Ragland
Sept. 28 vs. Coosa
Christian
Oct. 5 vs. Winterboro

Oct. 12 vs. Spring Garden
Oct. 19 at Donoho
Oct. 26 vs. Talladega 
County Central
Nov. 2 at Sumiton
Christian

Lions
from page 30
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is noticeable in where the 
Lions were at the end of 
2017 and now.

“I think we’ve improved 
a ton,” he said. “ I think 
we’ve got some of the 
best coaches at the (Class 
) 1A level. They’ve spent 
countless hours just 
teaching us to be better men 
for God and teaching us to 
be better football players 
(by) getting our minds right 
and getting our bodies right 
-- out here in the weight 
room working every day. 
I think we’re going to be 
much better.”

Not much changed with 

realignment for Victory 
Christian. The team, 
alongside all but one of 
its 1A, Region 4 foes, 
shifted to Region 5 and 
picked up Spring Garden, 
which replaces perennial 
powerhouse Wadley.

“Spring Garden has 
always had a good team,” 
Holliday said. “They’ve 
always had a good 
reputation and always had 
a good, sound team. I think 
we match up with them 
well. 

“Wadley didn’t lose a 
region game in all four 
years they were in our 

region … That tells you 
the region will be a little 
bit easier, I believe, with 
Wadley gone.  … I think 
Spring Garden will be a 
challenge for us, but I think 
it works well for us and 
makes it better for us in the 

region.”
Holliday added even 

though the region may have 
opened up a little bit, he’s 
not taking any opponents 
lightly.

“Winterboro and TC 
(Central) are always 
physical and always 
have athletes,” he said. 
“Donoho I know has got 
great numbers. They’ve 
got a lot of guys out. The 
school itself, I think they’re 
one of the largest 1As. I 
think they’re on the cusp 
of becoming 2A in the 
last count, so that’ll be a 
challenge.

“Appalachian has got 
a new coach, so I don’t 
know how they’re going 
to respond to that. They 
always have athletes and 
they always have big boys 
up there in Appalachian … 
Ragland is always tough. 
Always has been.”
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to all area teams for 

a successful year!
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