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HERITAGE SOUTH

"“Your Game Plan for

Financial Success”

Developing a playbook toward a winning financial
future is a smart game plan.

That's why Heritage South offers so many ways to
help youngsters to young adults learn the benefits
of saving and building credit.

¢ Kids Club

¢ Totally Free Checking
* Credit Builder Visa

¢ All Your Loan Needs

Play it smart and say hello to Heritage South!
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6:30, Friday night.
The stands are almost full, and people are still pouring in the
gate.

Another half-hour, and the place will be rocking.
There’s been something in the air all day, a kind of atmosphere

and excitement that exists only one day each week for only a few

weeks each year.

It first erupts by mid-afternoon during the tribal rite of a pep
rally. The players are in their game jerseys, the cheerleaders are
dancing on the gymnasium floor and a crowd of youngsters and
teenagers demonstrate their school spirit — not to mention their
appreciation for a chance to get out of class — with a deafening series
of shrieks and screams.

Then the countdown begins.

As kickoff nears, there’s just enough time to grab a quick bite on
the run, at the risk of being late for the opening festivities.

And here we are, 6:30, Friday night, sitting on the 50-yard line
looking at the field, the long green carpet thats seen its share of

. flags and whistles, touchdowns and injuries, and celebrations and

consolations. Coaches, officials, managers, trainers, statisticians and
photographers are already pacing it, making their final preparations.

Finally, it’s time.

Cheerleaders hoist a huge paper sign depicting their team’s
mascot bludgeoning, pummeling, throttling, incinerating or
perpetrating other bodily harm on the opposing team’s mascot. The
band lays down the opening notes of the fight song, and the music
slices through the spectators like a stiletto.

The fans are on their feet. The anticipation is rising. Adrenaline
is pumping, and everything explodes as the home team rips through
the thin paper wall and takes the field. Within five minutes, summer
unofficially ends with the opening kickoff, and the stadium is
witness to at least two hours of the kind of guts and glory associated
only with a community football game.

High school football. You can't beat it with a stick.

o BUDDY

-
(0])] theE)ver Fred Dickerson and Ashton Duncan W|II look
to turn the Talladega High School football team back into
contenders in'2017. Duncan and Dickerson played a vital role
in leading Talladega’s'basketball team to the Final Four last
season and they hope the can have the same type of success
on the gridiron. Talladega Iooks to make the playoffs for the
b' ~ first time since 1995.
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Alabama School for the Deaf

* SILENT WARRIORS

NDIAA

ASD’s new coaching staff has familiar faces

By SHANE DUNAWAY

A familiar face returns to the helm at
Alabama School for the Deaf in 2017 as Paul
Kulick begins his second tour of duty as head
coach.

Kulick guided the Silent Warriors to a 47-46
record in his first stint from 2005-2014. He
takes over for Herminio Gonzalez, who moved
on to the California School for the Deaf during
the offseason.

“I'm excited to be back as the head coach,”
Kulick said. “I wasn’t resting or anything. I'm
here to change the program around. Were
going to make it the home of champions again.

“Herminio Gonzalez did an awesome job
with our football program since I've been gone.
Now that he’s gone and I'm back, that’s going to
make everything easy for me to pick up where
he left off. We're in top shape right now. I'm
going to be working with these boys, and I think
we've got a wonderful group of guys this year”

Cedric Tyson and Kevin Cronin return to
ASD’s staff as assistant coaches, along with a
new addition, Walter Ripley, who went 75-58
as head coach of the Silent Warriors from 1990-
2003.

“This is awesome to have all four of us
together,” Kulick said. “Were going to work
great as a staff, and I think were going to have a
good year this year”

The Silent Warriors lost a trio of seniors
from the 2016 team - offensive linemen Andrew
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Underwood, Jasper Crosson and Joel-Anthony
Farmer, but last season’s quarterback, Ke'Trez
Holman, returns, though Kulick hinted at some
shuffling in the lineup.

“Ke'Trez is still playing for us,” Kulick said.
“As far as the other positions, I'll look it over.
I haven't made a decision yet. Were starting
our camp soon, so I'll be evaluating everybody
and decide, after discussing with the assistants,
what’s the best place for them. Like Ke'Trez, he’s
a very skilled player. He can play two or three
positions”

Kulick said the team will drop the double
wing offense and transition to the I-formation
for the Silent Warriors’ base offense.

One of the largest athletes from ASD’s
squad in 2016, rising sophomore AJ Simmons,
returns to the fold.

“We've still got him, and were happy to
have (AJ) on our team,” Kulick said. “We've got
several young guys that are very talented and
very skilled. Of course, we have nine seniors
this year on the team, but we have several young
players also. I think putting them all together,
we're going to have a good year”

With a wealth of experience on the coaching
staff and a balanced mix of players, Kulick said
expectations are high for ASD.

“I told them when I come back, I expect
them to accept the challenge” he said. “I'm
not going to baby them or anything. I expect
a very good year. I expect hard work. I expect
discipline. 'm going to be strict with them. This

group we have has a wonderful work ethic, and
Cedric, our strength coach during the summer,
had several guys coming to work out, so I was
pleased to see these boys already taking the
initiative this year”

Kulich said the team won't be playing any
8-man football games in 2017.

“We’re going to do 11-on-11 for all of them,
and I love to see that happening;” he said. “This
year, looking at the schedule, we've got three or
four teams that are going to be pretty tough. I
expect it to be good competition, and I don't
expect them to go easy on us. Gaylesville is
our last game (of the regular season). We've
got Victory Christian - that’s a tough team to
face, (as well as) Waterloo and Jacksonville
Christian”

Kulick said the shift away from 8-man
competition wasn’t driven by trying to get into
region play.

“I don't think were ready at this point
to play in the regions, he said. “They love
playing against the different deaf schools and
the competition that offers. If we were to move
into a region, that means, of course, we wouldn’t
be able to play against the other deaf schools
and that would be a letdown for our boys”

Silent Warriors senior Payton Stults said he’s
looking forward to the upcoming season.

“I hope that we work as a team,” he said. “I
want to see everyone work hard in practice. I
want our motto to be ‘Unselfish’ as a team.”
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PAYTON STULTS

Who’s your favorite
football player (college or
professional), and why?

I really look up to Cam
Newton. I look up to Cam
because I like how skilled he
is and I like the way he did
his weight training during the
summer. Also, I like the way
he gets his team together. He
really communicates with his
team.

What is your greatest
football moment, at any
level?

Against MSSD (Mississippi
School for the Deaf), I was able
to force, I think it was two or
three fumbles in that game.

Alabama School for the Deaf

- SPOTLIGHT

What motivates you to
work hard?

People giving me their
ideas. That really motivates me,
just listening to other people’s
ideas.

What are you looking
forward to the most this
season?

My team being successful
this year and communicating
together year-round. Like I said
before, just trying to have the
team be unselfish.

What are some of your
interests outside of your
sport?

Basketball. I do enjoy
listening to music on my iPod
and working out. If I’ve got
any free days, I go work out.

How does playing multiple
sports help you in football?

It helps me with my
movement and my motion.

What’s your first thought
when you get ready to run
through the banner for the
first time?

Just feeling like I think
we’re going to be the state
champs. That’s motivating me.
We’re going to win this game.
out in the sun. You’ve got to
work on breathing correctly.

SCHEDULE

Aug. 25 at Waterloo, 7 p.m.

Sept. 1vs. Victory Christian, 7 p.m.
Sept. 9vs. Model School for the Deaf
Sept. 23 at Indiana School for the Deaf

Oct 6vs. Vina, 7 p.m.
Oct. 13 vs. Brilliant

Oct 21 at Florida School for the Deaf

Nov. 3 vs. Gaylesville
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50 Addison Taylor
Michael Paige 51 Joel Cruz Esponosa
Payton Stults 52 William Autery
Corey McKinnie 55  Angel Cisneros
Ketrez Holman 60  Cullen Crook

Jacob Darada 62 Zachary Beaver
Matthew Garrett 63  Noah Stanford
Jaquan Rankins 64  Matthew Gollotte
Vitroni Williams 65 David Palacios-Campos
Jacquavius McCrae 70  Quindaius Millhouse
Marc Williams 72 Dallas Schiefferle
Keith Williams 74 Angelo Simmons

KEY FACTS

OVERVIEW
TEAM: Alabama School for the Deaf
HEAD COACH: Paul Kulick (first year)
KEY LOSSES: Andrew Underwood, Jaspen Crosson, Joel-Anthony
Farmer
KEY RETURNERS: KeTrez Holman, AJ Simon, Payton Stults
BASE OFFENSE: /-formation BASE DEFENSE: 4-4

No. Name

2016 IN REVIEW: RECORD: 3-7
POINTS SCORED: 700 POINTS ALLOWED: 309

Good Grades In School Start
With Good Eye Care

We accept: BCBS, Southland, Medicare, ALL Kids,
Medicaid, VSP, Healthspring, United Health Care (Medical Only),
Blue Advantage, Eyemed & Viva

JosepPH ScHNoRBuUSs, OD

ALABAMA EYE GLINIC

Comprehensive Eye Health Care

109 Coosa St. East, Suite A
..-»"""FS\ Talladega (Located Behind Post Office)

(256) 362-4872
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CLASS 3A
REGION 3

By LAVONTE YOUNG

B.B. Comer used the summer to improve and work on
things they won't be able to do when the season starts. Limited
numbers prohibit the Tigers from having
their starting offensive unit against their
starting defensive unit, so head coach Mike
Battles Sr. arranged for his team to compete
against other teams in 11-on-11 football.
Battles believes his players benefited more
from 11-on-11 match-ups than 7-on-7
camps.

“The summer for us has been a lot of
work,” he said. “We played a lot of 11-on-
11 football. We dont do 7-on-7 football,
but we do 11-on-11. Thats team vs. team
where we can get everybody up, because we
need it. This past spring was the first spring
since I have been here that we were able to
have 11-on-11. In the past, we didn’t have
enough. This summer we continued doing that. We probably
played five or six ball games. It helps us because we don’t get a
picture in practice unless we get other teams out there. It is good
for the kids and we seem to get more stuff done”

Battles is a strong believer in teaching his players how to play
multiple positions due to their small numbers. The Tigers only
have 23 players going into the season, but Battles is confident his
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players are prepared to step into another position if one of their
teammates leaves the game.

“Our kids play both ways and they know more than one
position,” he said. “If you play defensive back, you can play both
corners and safety. If you are an offensive
lineman, you can play all five positions. We
probably have more centers than any other
school in the state of Alabama because every
one of them have to learn how to snap. It is
just a unique situation, it is coaching on
Friday night. You have to put your game
face on and do stuff for these kids. They
are knowledgeable of the game. They have
been exposed to a lot of football on Friday
night. They have to go out there and get
with the program or get embarrassed. We
had an embarrassment when we went to
Montgomery Academy and we are not
going to forget it. They might as well get
ready because we are going to be ready.
That right there is going to happen”

Even though Comer has struggled the past few seasons,
Battles is optimistic that the future is going to be bright for his
program.

“Right now, we have four seniors and three of them have
been with us for three years,” he said. “The other one is new.
We have 22 guys right now and one of them is hurt. We will
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have 22 of them out there and we will have
17 of them next year. We have some good
young kids in our seventh- and eighth-
grade group. We have a small ninth-grade
group, but we got the athletes out of it that
we need. That young bunch that is coming
is good. We just have to hold the rope”

Justin Holmes has set lofty goals for the
team for this upcoming season. The senior
quarterback believes the hard work they've
put in over the summer will help them get
back to the postseason for the first time
since 2013.

“I want to make it to the playoffs this
year,” he said. “(Its) been like four or five
years since we have made it to the playoffs”

Senior Cody Ogle believes they have
the talent to have their first winning season
since 2001 when they finished the season
6-5.

“We have the talent to do it and we have
the kids to do it. It is just the will,” he said.
“If everybody gets out there and works, we
will have a good team.”

B.B. Comer
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B.B. Comer

ROSTER

No. Name
Tamar King
Jason McMillian
Justin Holmes
Brian Bradford
Key Hill
Rapheale Johnson
Adam Odum
Ward Rush
Julius McCain
Dayleon Welch
Devin Edwards

KJ Weed

Cody Ogle

Caleb McCain
Adain Griffin
Jared Horton
Khale Norris
Terryon Pope
Deon Gaddis
Lucas Bowden
Davion Darden
Alex Baird
Zack Carpenter
Quon Brownfield
Hunter Harris

Zack Mitchell

KEYSEACTS

OVERVIEW
TEAM: B.B. Comer
HEAD COACH: Mike Battles Sr. (third year)
KEY LOSSES: Houston Ford, Alvin Burton
KEY RETURNERS: Cody Ogle, Justin Holmes

BASE OFFENSE: Multiple

BASE DEFENSE: Five-man front

2016 IN REVIEW

RECORD: 7-9

SCHE

POINTS SCORED: 742

DULE

Sept. 1 at Weaver, 7 p.m.

Sept. 8 vs. Pike County, 7 p.m.

Sept. 15 at Montevallo, 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 vs. Montgomery Academy, 7 p.m.

Sept. 29 at Talladega County Central, 7 p.m.

Oct. 6 vs. Southside Selma, 7 p.m.

Oct. 13 at Central Coosa, 7 p.m.

Oct. 20 vs. Prattville Christian, 7 p.m.

Oct. 27 at Beulah, 7 p.m.
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Nov. 3 vs. Fayetteville, 7 p.m.

POINTS ALLOWED: 385

~ JUSTIN HOLMES

Who’s
football player (college or

your favorite
professional), and why?

Tom Brady, because I
grew up watching the Patriots
with my brother. That is my
brother’s favorite team and he
loves Tom Brady. My brother
played quarterback since he
wasin 10th grade when he
was Comer.

What is your greatest
football moment, at any
level?

Probably our win last year
Fayetteville). We

had a long season, we came

(against

in 0-9 against Fayetteville.
Like Coach Battles said, we
could’ve laid down and just
said forget it. But we fought
through and ended up winning
with the 15 players that we
had.

What are your post-high
school plans?

I want to go to college.
I want to try to play ball in
college, baseball or football.

What motivates you to
work hard?

My teammates and myself.

For one, you have to work
hard for them; those are your
teammates and they are ones
you are going to be playing
with on Friday night. Then
you have to work hard for
yourself because you have to
make yourself better and be
the best that you can be.

What are you looking
forward to the most this
season?

I want to win some games.
I also want to work hard and
everybody to work hard, so
they can be the best that they
can be.

What are some of your
interests outside of your
sport?

I like to make music. I like
to make rap music.

How does

playing
multiple sports help you in
football?

I think one sport benefits
the other. Football get you
in conditioning for baseball
season.

What’s your first thought
when you get ready to run
through the banner for the
first time?

My first thought is I’'m
ready to play. Let’s get out
there.

What’s the best and worst
part of fall camp?

The best part is being out
there with your teammates.
The worst part is conditioning.

What values has your
coach worked to instill in
you and your teammates?

He has always taught us to
work hard and do the best that
you can do.
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Childersburg

REGION 3

By LAVONTE YOUNG

Jonathan Beverly is looking to continue
changing the culture of his football team
going into his second season at the helm at
Childersburg. Beverly used history to find
his team’s motto to usher in a new era of
Childersburg football.

“Our thing this year is ‘Burning the
boat. I spent a long time thinking on what
was going to be our rallying cry this year,”
Beverly said. “So for us, I did a little history
lesson on Hernan Cortes when he came
over from Spain to conquer parts of the new
world. When they got off their boat to go to

conquer new land they set their boats on

going to move forward. That has been our rallying cry and our

guys have embraced it”

Like in Cortes, the Tigers will also try to
conquer new land as they are set to play in
their new on-campus stadium.

“It is a beautiful facility;” he said. “We
can’t wait to step a foot in there and really
get it going. The whole community is
excited, obviously the school is excited. We
gave our players a tour of the facility before
everybody and the look on their faces ...
I wish I would have taken a picture of it.
They understand now that you have if not
the best, one of the best facilities in the
state in 4A. I will put it against a number

of 5A and 6A programs. So you got great

fire. The reason they did that was saying there is no going back facilities, great community support and our culture is turning.
to the way things used to be. Either you move forward or you With that comes expectation, so they understand now more
don’t, but we are not going back. That was the message to our than ever it is time to carry yourself the right way and live up
team, we are not going back to how things used to be; we are to those expectations”

16 PREP FOOTBALL 2017
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Childersburg

Childersburg went 3-7 in 2016, but finished the season
on a high note as the Tigers won their last two games in
impressive fashion, scoring 130 points in the final two games.
In its final game at John Cox Stadium, Childersburg defeated
Dadeville 48-46. In the final game of the season, Childersburg
downed Central Coosa 82-64, helping set an AHSAA single-
game record in the process. The two teams scored 72 points
(including 44 by Childersburg) in the fourth quarter.

“Not only those two wins, but the manner that we won
them,” Beverly said. “We defeated a really good Dadeville team
in triple overtime and that carried over to the next week when
we went back and forth with a really good Central Coosa team.
It really carried over, it is one of those things that really helped
us this offseason, because everybody had a good taste in their
mouth. When we got back from the holidays, we still had that
momentum. That helped us get through the days in the weight
room that are not necessarily the easiest”

The record-setting game was the first of the season for Jelan
Kidd. Beverley described the senior as an X-factor. Kidd threw
for 315 yards and five touchdowns in his first game back from
a fractured collarbone. He also rushed for 145 yards and two
scores.

“I might wrap him in some bubble wrap before we get our

first ball game to make sure;” Beverly said. “He is a phenomenal

PROGRESS » GROWTH x PROSPERITY

football player and a great kid. He is a game changer. When the
ball is in his hands, everybody holds their breath because you
know something is coming. What impresses me the most about
Jalen is that he just doesn’t turn it on Friday night. When we
are out there, whether it is 7-on-7 or conditioning, he is going
100 percent all the time. What you get on Friday night you get
on Tuesday”

Going into this season, the Tigers have lofty goals. Making
the postseason for the first time since 2014 is one goal, but
their ultimate goal is to win the Class 4A, Area 9 championship,
which is a feat that they haven’t achieved since 1995.

Beverley believes his team has what it takes to compete in
the region, but he knows won't be easy.

“We want to be playing football in late November; we want
to be a playoff team,” he said. “We want to compete for a region
championship and there is a lot that has to happen in order for
that goal to be achieved, but that is our goal ... To be completely
unbiased, I think we are on pace to be the best team in the
region, but to be the best, you have to beat the best. We have to
go out and beat Munford, we have to beat Handley, we have to
beat Leeds, and we have to beat Tallassee. If we want to claim
that top spot, we have to go through the guys who have done
that before in order to take it”

GREATER

COOS

VALLEY

000236531r1
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Childersburg

GO CHILDERSBURG
_ATIGERS!

Supportmg o0 Building For
Our Team Our Future

The City of Childershurg

201 8th Avenue S.W., Childersburg
256-378-5521
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Custom Fabrication
Packaging Products
PVC Sewer & Plastic Perforated Pipe
Producing Pipe in our Community Since 1985

Exclusive U.S. Manufacturer of Patented

Molded Plastic Ragglesticks
Marketed and Sold by RAGGLESTICK Packaging

Awarded — Top Plastic Pipe, Profile &
Tubing Extruder 2016 by ‘Plastics News’

State of Alabama Award for a
Record of 7 Years and 2 Months
with no Lost Time Accidents

HAWK PLASTICS LLC
193 First Rd, Alpine
800-467-4295
www.hawkplasticscorp.com
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Childersburg

SPOTLIGHT

JUSTIN TAYLOR

Who’s your favorite
football player (college or
professional), and why?

Dak Prescott. I saw how
Dak came up and he was in
the same situation I was as
a young kid. I didn’t have a
father for different reasons.
My father passed away when

I was younger. Just the way he
carries himself. The way he
acts, he is so humble and that
is really what I look at.

What is your greatest
football moment, at any
level?

Coming back to
Childersburg. Last season was
great, but really in the spring
game when I got a chance to
strap up again. That is when
it hit me. I was like, this where
I need to be. Greatest football
moment is when I hit TK
Kenebrew on a 40-yard pass
for a touchdown.

What are your post-high
school plans?

I plan to go to college and
by the grace of God I can play
football somewhere. I want to
major in nursing.

What are you looking
forward to the most this
season?

Just come out and complete
our goals and expectations.
The goal is to make to the
playoffs, but we want to go
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1-0, 2-0, 3-0 and so on.

What are some of your
interests outside of your
sport?

Being with my family.
When I am not practicing,
I am with my mom or my
brother or my sisters. I love
spending time with them.

How does playing
multiple sports help you in
football?

As a quarterback, people
are like, why do you play
soccer? They don't realize
that soccer helps with your
footwork. You can build arm
talent, but if you don’t have
the footwork you can’t build
off of it. Soccer helps me with
football.

What'’s your first thought
when you get ready to run
through the banner for the
first time?

I told coach I was sitting
on the lawn mower and I got
chill bumps out of nowhere.
I thought about running out
the field house when we play
Holtville in the new stadium.
I told coach that it was going
to be a rough one, because
it is a new field house and
the nerves are going to be
running, but I will make it
through it.

What’s the best and worst
part of fall camp?

The best part is making
the relationship with the
other players. This team is
the closest that I have ever
been on. I don't know if there
is a worst part. We work out
hard and when you have your
brothers working just as hard
as you, you can see the goal
start coming together.

What values has your
coach worked to instill in
you and your teammates?

Coach Beverly made me
realize whatever life throws
at you, you can't back down
from it.

ROSTER

No. Name

1 Jelan Kidd

2 TK Kenebrew

3 J'Koby Brown

4 Justin Taylor

5 Kylan Bennett

6 Daryl Bradford

7 Daniel Morris

8 Isaiah Jones

9 Kallen McCain

10 Kishawn McKinney
11 Dewayne Garrett
12 Austin Douglas

13 Jamarcus Tuck

14 Terry Thomas

15 Cameron Thrash
16 Zay Youngblood
19 Jadan Wheeler
20 Kamryn Vincent
21 William Foy

22 Colin Martin

23 Marquese Duncan
24 Ryan Logan

25 Braylyn Odum

26 Chase Cook

27 Alex Peters

28 Jordan Banks

30 Taquon Wells

31 Keshun Wells

32 Christian Guerrero
33 Lamarr Duncan

34 Xzavion Garrett
35 Justin McKinney
36 Titus Garrett

37 Terrion Smith

38 Dakaveon Truss
40 Donald Boddy

41 Maurice Bennett
42 Javarius Wilson
44 Desmond Phillips
45 Austin Reason
50 Deangelo Morris
52 Keathen Keith
53 Courtney Gamble
54 Isaiah Rodgers
55 Ryan Heath

56 Raymond Abrams
57 Dakota Owens
58 Brandon Sayers
59 Darrius Borden
60 Kishon Reynolds
61 Jimmie Garrett
62 Montrell Battle
63 Isaac McMillian
64 Isaiah Stamps
65 Marqualin Swain
70 Andrew Chatman
75 Jaylon Cook

76 Yancy Turner

79 Zac Penrod

81 Javarus Embery
85 Emmanuel P-Traylor

KEY FACTS

OVERVIEW
TEAM: Childersburg
HEAD COACH: Jonathan Beverly (second year)
KEY LOSSES: DK Mann, Syheem Young, Cory Dates
KEY RETURNERS: Jelan Kidd, Terry Thomas, Justin Taylor

BASE OFFENSE: Multiple

BASE DEFENSE: Multiple

2016 IN REVIEW
RECORD: 3-7 POINTS SCORED: 249 POINTS ALLOWED: 444

SCHEDULE

Sept. 1 at Pell City, 7 p.m.

Sept. 8 vs. Holtville, 7 p.m.

Sept. 15 at Tallassee, 7 p.m.

Sept. 22 vs. Elmore County, 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 at Sylacauga, 7 p.m.

Oct. 6 at Handley, 7 p.m.

Oct 13 vs. Leeds, 7 p.m.

Oct. 20 vs. Munford, 7 p.m.

Oct. 27 at Dadeville, 7 p.m.

Nov. 3 vs. Central Coosa, 7 p.m.




Childersburg

Football isn't just a sport in Alabama. it’s a dad watching his sen score a touchdown on a Friday
night. It's @ house divided on Saturday, and united again on-Sunday merning. Fram keeping our
athletes on the field to providing access to the best doctors and hospitals, Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Alabama has been supporting players, fans and teams in Alabama for over 80 years.
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Coosa Valley Academy

RE EL AISA AA
REGION 1

By SHANE DUNAWAY

Coosa Valley Academy’s football team hasn’t been to
the playoffs since 2013 and has only two
wins to show for the past three seasons.

New Rebels head coach Dane Reece,
the team’s third coach since its last
playoff appearance, looks to reverse the
trend.

“The biggest thing I think weve

done so far is boost morale -- positive
attitudes, (being) uplifting and pushing
the kids because there are great kids
here,” he said. “The biggest thing, and
this is to these seniors, is you don't get
another one. The way I've done this so
far, and I know I'm new to it, but I'm
taking it week-by-week. I can't look past Week 1. I've got
to start with Week 1, and once Week 1 is over, I've got to
start with Week 2.

“Ive told these guys to play for each other. This is a
bond that you can never really replace if you take the time

to build the relationships with your teammates because
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success breeds from within itself, and that’s what we’re
trying to (accomplish) at Coosa Valley”

Reece said there’s not really one philosophy in terms
of the base formations; the team will
run multiple formations on offense and
defense in 2017.

“I'm learning these kids just as much
as they’re learning me,” he said. “We're
putting the pieces there to see what
works best, but nothing’s set in stone.
For the defense, it’s the same thing. They
ran a 3-4 and a 4-3 last year, and that’s
what we're most comfortable in. That’s
probably what we’ll stay with?”

One of the main positives Reece said
the Rebels have in their favor is senior
leaders, including wide receiver Chase
Carlee, quarterback Mason Houston and left guard Austin
Bynum, taking ownership of drills and setting the example.

“As long as we have a trust among us and we have faith
in each other, it makes my job 10 times easier to know
that theyre doing what theyre supposed to,” Reece said.
“Having seniors in that position, they know what they’re



supposed to do, and they know what
they’re not supposed to do. It helps me
focus on things we need to focus on”

The biggest challenge CVA faces is
numbers.

“We're not a (Class) 5A school where
you have four people per position,
Reece said. “It's maybe one or two people
at each position, and that has to last
the entire season. Our biggest thing is
getting these guys in shape and keeping
them healthy”

Houston started at quarterback for
the Rebels in 2016 and led the team to
a 13-2 win over Macon East Academy
that snapped a 22-game losing streak.
CVA closed out the season with a 37-21
victory against Sumter Academy.

“It was a big step,” he said. “I've been
working hard ever since my freshman
year and everybody else, we've worked
our butts off every day. It was kind of
tough having injuries holding us back
and having a lot of things holding us
back, but the win really helped us have
a lot of confidence throughout the year.
It really just gave us that momentum to
help push us through”

Houston said the team has a different
mentality than it did last season.

“Really, everybody’s mindset if
different,” he said. “One of our sayings
is, ‘Mindset is everything, in the weight
room, on the field and even in the
classroom ... Everybody came in and
we've got some new kids this year. I've
had a bunch of them talk to me and
say they really believe in what we were
doing.

“A lot of things have changed, and
the people who have been here are even
saying its going to be a different year
with the new coach coming in. He’s
got a lot of confidence in us, and he’s
definitely behind us (as well as) the
assistant coaches. Its been really great
having all these guys coming in and
helping us”

Coosa Valley Academy

Carlee said the pair of wins in 2016
serve as a motivator going into the 2017
season.

“When we got that first win, it tasted
really good and it helped us fight even
harder to not have the bad taste of a loss
in our mouths anymore,” he said. “To get
two wins last year helped leading into
this year because we don’t want to have
that bad taste in our mouths once, at all”

Bynum said having a younger coach

has helped raise morale.

“Our attitudes have changed,” he said.
“Were more together as a family, and
we want to work harder. We're looking
forward to winning this year.

“We can understand him more
because he’s closer to our generation.
Our coach last year, he was really old
school, and we couldn’t relate to him or
understand exactly what he was talking
about ... but we can definitely relate to

Coach Reece”
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Coosa Valley Academy

KEY FACTS

OVERVIEW
TEAM: Coosa Valley Academy
HEAD COACH: Dane Reece (first year)
KEY LOSS: Tanner Temple
KEY RETURNERS: Mason Houston, Chase Carlee, Austin Bynum
BASE OFFENSE: Multiple

BASE DEFENSE: Multiple

206 IN REVIEW
RECORD: 2-8 POINTS SCORED: 728 POINTS ALLOWED: 388

SCHEDULE

Aug. 25 at Chambers Academy, 7 p.m.
Sept. 1 vs. Lowndes Academy, 7 p.m.
Sept. 8 at Macon-East Academy, 7 p.m.
Sept. 15 at Lakeside, 7 p.m.

Sept. 22 at Pickens Academy, 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 vs. Sparta Academy, 7 p.m.
Oct. 6 vs. Kingwood Christian, 7 p.m.
Oct. 13 at Evangel Christian Academy, 7 p.m
Oct. 20, vs. Cornerstone Christian, 7 p.m.

ROSTER

No. Name

Mason Houston
Lew Dale
Christian Marler
Kaleb Allen
Jacob Brooks
Tripp Allen
Jacob Walton
Chase Carlee
Bailey DeShazo
Stone Dorough

Major Ervin

Stay on top of new
arrivals and sales!
Text Loubelles 59925

Shop Online at www.loubelles.net

121 North Broadway Ave., Downtown Sylacauga -
Linda Chandler

256-245-5020
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Mack Palmour
Walker Whitten
Harley Gerald
Brandon Adams
Austin Bynum
Jacob Laddie
Drake Stiles
Logan Cairnes
Johnny Cates

Christian Rose
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CHASE CARLEE
Who’s your favorite

football player (college or
professional), and why?

Professional, it would
definitely have to be Odell
Beckham Jr. I've tried to style
my game around him because
he’s got really, really quick feet
and that’s what I've been trying
to work on. And his hands are
just absolutely amazing. He
makes some great plays, and
I've been trying to be like him
for the past two years.

What is your greatest
football moment, at any
level?

It would have to be last
year against Macon East. We
were up 13-2 with a minute
left in the game, and they
were on the 5-yard line. The
quarterback threw a pass and
I dove for the interception on
the 1-yard line for us to seal
the win.

What are your post-high
school plans?

To play college football and
that's why I've been going to
minicamps the past couple
summers and really been
getting recruited. That’s mostly
it, playing college football.
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Coosa Valley Academy

SPOTLIGHT

What motivates you to
work hard?

What motivates me is to
see myself improve to where I
can tell if, from yesterday, I've
gotten better and if I haven't,
that makes me work double-
time today and just keep going
every day to try and make
myself better.

What are you looking
forward to the most this
season?

Getting a win, actually,
if that happens once, or
it happens 10 times and all
through the playoffs all the
way to state. Just getting the
win and sharing that win with
my brothers and everybody on
this team. That’s what I look
forward to the most.

What are some of your
interests outside of your
sport?

Mostly just fishing, hunting
and hanging out with friends
-- stuff like that.

How does

playing
multiple sports help you in
football?

It helps with
situations. Like in basketball,
being able to jump, you
have to use that in football.
In baseball, using your core
throughout everything, you
need that in football. With
soccer, your feet. Everything’s
about your feet, and that helps
alot.

What’s your first thought
when you get ready to run
through the banner for the
first time?

My first thought is I hope
the other players mommas
aren’t looking whenever we're
out there, because they’re
about to get destroyed.

certain

SOUTHERN UNION

STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

BELIEVE 11
ACHIEVE IT

Good luck to our
area teams this season!

000236328R1
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Fayetteville
WOLVES o

Wolves have high expectations for 2017 season

By SHANE DUNAWAY “We got an education last year in Region 5. A lot of people

say, ‘Well, you're fighting for the third or fourth spot, aren’t you?’

Two seasons ago, Fayetteville captured the No, were fighting for first place. Thats

first region title in school history while a part that we're fighting for, so were not going
of Class 2A, Region 4.

Wolves head coach John Limbaugh

said the team’s 2016 debut in Region 5 did

to think that way. We want to be very
successful”

He added he didn’t view last season as
not go according to plan, but he has high a 3-7 type of year despite what the record
expectations for 2017. shows.
“Every time we starting doing well, they “It was our first year in this new
move our region,” he said. “Now we're in (region), and it is the toughest 2A region
in the state of Alabama from top to

bottom. It’s like the SEC West ... We

there with some really good football teams

in Lanett, Lafayette, Reeltown, those kind of

(teams). played against 16 D1 players. It was a
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Fayetteville

tough year. We know what to expect and we're ready to get after
it this year”

Limbaugh said his team has had a great summer, and
Fayetteville plans to throw the ball more than in his previous five
seasons. With interchangeable offensive weapons Sam Manning,
Bailey DeLoach and Payton McKee now departed, Limbaugh
said sophomore quarterback Blake Machen will forge ahead with
a new group of receivers leading the way.

“He’s doing a good job,” Limbaugh said. “He’s learning his
reads and progressions ... I'm real pleased with him. He’s a smart
kid. He’s a physical kid. We're looking for some good things out
of him. Receivers, we've got some good ones, most notably Cody
(Pate) and his brother, Dalton Pate. (They) both catch the ball
really well”

While Limbaugh seemed upbeat about how well the passing
attack is evolving, he added the Wolves won't shy away from the
ground game.

“Were a running team first,” he said. “We realize that. We
know that’s who we are, so were going to try and stick with that”

Limbaugh said the Wolves will miss players like DeLoach,
who provided Fayetteville fans with a mountain of memories in
his various roles on the team.

“You don’t replace a Bailey DeLoach,” Limbaugh said. “He’s a
great player and a good person. What you do is you move guys

like (Cody Pate) and (Cole Terrell), and you let them move your
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team.

“These are great leaders right here. Bailey was a good leader,
but these are great leaders, too. Every year, I'll lose seniors. Every
coach in America does ... It’s just next man up is what it is”

Cody Pate, who'll serve as the team’s starting running back
and play linebacker, said he learned plenty from backs like
Dustin Ingram, Darious Cook and McKee who preceded him in
recent years

“When I was a younger guy, I just watched them and tried to
do as they do,” Pate said. “I'm here now as the starting running
back, so I guess I'm doing pretty good now.”

Limbaugh raved about Pate’s work ethic dating all the way
back to when he was on the scout team in eighth grade.

“I've never seen a player hit as hard as he does,” Limbaugh
said. “He will hit your hiney and he’ll do exactly what is asked
of him. He always give you 110 percent. That’s what I love about
him, and he’s going to set his own records and do his own thing
at Fayetteville. He’s going to do a great job at running back for
us”

Limbaugh added several of his offensive players will be
needed on the defensive side as well.

“We've got a lot of kids who'll have to go two ways,” Limbaugh
said. “That’s why we condition them the way we do during the
summer months. ... We have a couple of spots to fill and we'll

take our lumps until those guys get the experience they need.



Fayetteville

There’s nothing like game speed for that. You've got to be in a
game to get those kind of reps”

Limbaugh said he foresees a better record within the region
as the Wolves look to bounce back from some of the close losses,
particularly a 7-0 defeat at Horseshoe Bend that, had the game
gone in Fayetteville’s favor, would've resulted in a playoff berth.

“We actually won that game, but that’s a whole another story;”
he said. “But that teaches us a lot about who we are and how we
handle that situation. I think we handled it pretty well as a team.
The team knew what they accomplished and what they did. The
scoreboard may not have reflected that. That was (a chance at) the
playoffs for us, but that’s a whole different story. I won’t go there”

Fayetteville was ruled to have been stopped short of the end
zone on controversial play in the loss to Horseshoe Bend.

“Do I want 3-7 again? No, of course not. Not out of these guys,”
Limbaugh said. “We’re going to work our butts off to get a much
better record. Our goal is 10-0 and the playoffs. That’s the goal.
We've set our team goals, we've already talked about them and
things like that ... I believe those close games made us hungry. I
believe our players are hungry for wins, and that’s what we look

forward to this year”

Quality tHealthcare

for the Entire Commauncty

TALIADEGA/BELICITY]
ORHTHALMOLOGY(CLINICS

Expert Care For Your Eyes

Routine Eye Examinations for
Glasses & Contact Lens
Specializing in Surgical Eye Care
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Surgery, Laser & Surgical
Treatment for Diabetic
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e Accept: Medicare Macular Degeneration, Glaucoma
& After Cataract Membrane
Insurance Plans
2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

216A East Battle St., Talladega
256-362-1590 or 1-800-362-4140

Professional Office Building
2811 Dr. John Haynes Drive, Pell City
205-338-6444

SERVING THE TALLADEGA AREA
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Khalid L. Khan M.D.
Board Certified
Ophthalmologist

Craddock Health Center
physicians have a
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care dating back to 1912.
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209 West Spring Street, Suite 200
Sylacauga, Alabama 35150
Appointments: (256) 249-1100
(256) 245-5241

Good Luck All Area Teams!

We support each tean, cheerleaders and band
and hope your year is safe and successful.
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Fayetteville
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ROSTER

No Name

1

Levi Phillips
David McCurley
Daurian Cook
Luke White
Grant White
Jon Dalton Pate
Anthony Haisten
Chandler Earley
Cason Gardner
Tyler Allen
Blake Machen
Tyler Hill

Caleb Kelley
Brett Grimes
Dylan Green
Lucas Byrd
Cody Pate

Dustin Wilson

Brady Ritchey
Hunter Hill

Joey Machen
Stephen McCain
Dakota Lyner
Ethan Usrey
Aidan Hill
Austin Jones
Jake Guy

Blake Ritchey
Connor Hendrick
Zach Bonnell
Skyler Blount
Trevor Deloach
Rhettt Hayes
Tanner Harry
Cole Terrell

A.J. Jacks

lan Tucker
Kolter Usrey
Deaven Parks

Zachary Roberts

KEY EACTS

DULE
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By LAVONTE YOUNG

Matt Zedaker enters his first season as Lincolns head
football coach with expectations to lead the program to
new heights. He served as assistant coach and defensive
coordinator for 17 seasons at Sylacauga where are they
looking to go their 10th straight year without a losing

season. Zedaker hopes to bring that model of consistency

PREP FOOTBALL 2017

CLASS 5A
REGION 4

with him to Lincoln.

“Our goal is to climb that mountain and to be the best
team in the county,” he said. “There are some tremendous
teams in this county. With the support that we have, that is
one of our goals and it is going well so far”

For Zedaker and the Golden Bears to accomplish that
goal this season, they will have to get through the daunting

task of competing in Class 5A, Region 4, which includes




Good Luck To All Area
1igh School Foottal Teams!
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Clay Central team that beat them (Beauregard) and was the
region champs. A consistent Sylacauga and Lincoln were
the four seed (last year). You have an improved Talladega
team and Cleburne County is always going to be tough. We
know that we have our hands full with our schedule. Our
non-region opponents are Munford, Leeds, Hayden and St.

Clair County. They are all quality opponents, so our hands

Lincoln

are full, but we are excited about the direction we are going
and what we are going to do. We are looking forward.

Zedaker said there will be some slight similarities
scheme-wise in Sylacauga and Lincoln on both sides of the
ball, but especially on the defensive side since he was the
defensive coordinator for the Aggies.

“You will see a few similarities in what we are doing,’

LIINCOINK' s+
BO( ik

CIUB
SUppores Ouy tmfg"

We meet Mondays at
6:30 in the Fieldhouse

000239195R1
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ata time.
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he said” Obviously, what Coach (Matt) Griffin does at
Sylacauga, he has done all of his life. There may be some
similarities, but our offensive staff has worked extremely
hard. We are going to ride (Montrell Johnson’s) legs and
we will depend on (Eddie Leonard) to stop people”

Lincoln has plans to use Johnson in several ways on
the offensive side of the ball. Last season, he recorded
1,972 all-purpose yards and 11 touchdowns.

“In the summer, we have been working on trying to
get stronger and faster — get everybody on the same
page,” Johnson said. “We are trying to help the younger
guys develop leadership so when we leave they will know
how to lead the team next year. Really we want to take it
slow and focus on one game at a time”

Going into the season, Zedaker feels like the strength
of the team is the athletes they have at their skill
positions. He feels like they have several players who

have the potential to make game-changing plays on the

Lincoln

outside.

“This is probably the fastest team that I have been
around in a long time,” he said. “We have twos and threes
just about at every position that can compete. Our ones
are good, but when we go to twos and threes, it doesn’t
drop off much at all. We are going to try to get the ball
in space a little bit and let them be athletes with the ball
in their hands. That is probably our strength offensively.
Defensively, I like the linebackers. Eddie (Leonard) is
a tremendous one; we have Jarrod McBurnett who is
at our other linebacker and probably Garrett Vic. We
have some others that are going to play in there. Our
secondary, when we flipped that over, are tremendously
athletic as well. They break on the ball well; they have
tremendous speed on the back side. Those two are our
strengths”

One of the challenges Zedaker has had is trying to

change the culture and the mentality of his team. During

GOOD LUCK ALL AREA TEAMS!

SYLACAUGA PEDIATRICS

“We Treat Every Child As Our Own”

Robert M. Gray, MD

« Darlane Mathis, DN CRNP
« Frankie Walfis, DNF, CRNP
(ot pictured)

«Julie Baycott, CRNP
-Rekha Chadalawada, MD
« David W. Hardy, MD

115 West Clay St., Sylacauga, AL

For Appointments or Information Call

(256) 245-3267 or (256) 245-3269
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MONTRELL JOHNSON

Who’s your favorite
football player (college or
professional), and why?

Bo Jackson because his
work ethic. I like the way
he ran, he was big, fast and
strong. He is one of the best
of all time.

What is your greatest
football moment, at any
level?

I'll have to say my first
year playing. I broke all the
record, in the little league that
I was playing in, my first carry
was a touchdown. I had 27
touchdowns in seven games.

What are your post-high
school plans?

I want to go to college and
play ball.

What motivates you to
work hard?

Watching Ray Lewis and
watching his speeches.

What are you looking
forward to the most this
season?

I am looking forward
to beating Munford and
Talladega.

What are some of your
interests outside of your
sport?

I don't like to do much
outside of sports. I just like to
be with my family.

How does playing
multiple sports help you in
football?

It helps you stay in shape.
Baseball helps you with your
hand-eye coordination.

What’s your first thought
when you get ready to run
through the banner for the
first time?

We have to win this game.
We have to come out strong
and hard.

What's the best and worst
part of fall camp?

The best part is how we all
come together. The worst part
is the conditioning.

What values has your
coach worked to instill in
you and your teammates?

Leadership will take you
a long way and you have to
work.

ROSTER

No Name
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Shamar Hampton
Tre Garrett

Joc Howard
Montrell Johnson
Ezlyzh Carter
Quin Carter
Jakalen Allen
Marrequis Arnold
PJ Gaddis

Eddie Leonard
Jordan Gaston
Garrett Vick
Jeremy Lane

Earl Wells

Jarrod McBurnett
Javion Surlus
Nick Pope
Dazhone Finely
Melvin Pearson
Zay Ragland

Keyshon Townsend
Terence MccLuney
DeAndre Smith
Steve Hines

Tre Howard

Tre Wilson
Kendrick Truss
Javon Ward
Dalton Gowers
Rell Howard

Zion Mccluney
Steven White
Isaac Britt

Kevon Moore
Tyler Parker

Deon Jackson
Shaun Davis
Ethan Turner
Chris Abercrombie
Desmonf Bradford
Brian Garrett

Senior Living
Where communities are built, apartments
become homes and residents are like family.

Seniors 62 years and older.
Social Activities ~ Qutings ~ Community Gardens
~ Onsite Benefits & Services Coordinator ~

Non-Smoking Property ~ Rent based on income
~ Generous Utility Allowance ~

408 S. 5th St., 21 & 23 Ironaton Rd. * Talladega

Presbyterian Oaks I

- 256/362-5218

Presbyterian Oaks Il - 256/761-2469
Presbyterian Oaks Ill - 256/362-2202 =Y

View Apartment Info @ spm.net
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Lincoln

the summer, he and the Golden Bears coaching staff have
used different tactics to build team morale. [KEW Fm@,ﬁ@
“We took them to a 7-on-7 camp and none of them have

been before,” Zedaker said. We went down and threw with OVERVIEW
TEAM: Lincoln
HEAD COACH: Matt Zedaker (first year)
KEY LOSSES: LJ Carmichael,Weston Perry, Donte’ Rivers
that they may not have had in the past along with that KEY RETURNERS: Montrell Johnson, Quin Carter, Eddie Leonard
BASE OFFENSE: Pro-Spread BASE DEFENSE: 4-3

Anniston. We did some team building stuff; we took them

bowling one day. It is giving them different experiences

learning football and learning how to be a classy program.
We always talk about not embarrassing your last name, our 2016 IN REVIEW
community and our school. That mindset and teaching RECORD: 4-8 POINTS SCORED: 227 POINTS ALLOWED: 394

them a different work ethic”

Zedaker said those have been some of the challenges,
but the outlook is good. D

“Lincoln is a great place, a great community, the

Aug. 25 at Leeds, 7 p.m. Sept. 29 at Munford, 7 p.m.

facilities are phenomenal,” he said. “Everything is in place at Sept. 1vs. St. Clair County, 7p.m.  Oct 6 at Central Clay County, 7 p.m.

Lincoln High School to be a successful program.”

Sept. 8 vs. Sylacauga, 7 p.m. Oct 12 vs. Cleburne County, 7 p.m.
Sept. 15 at Talladega, 7 p.m. Oct 26 at Beauregard, 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 vs. Valley, 7 p.m. Nov. 3vs. Hayden, 7 p.m.

‘Full Line Auto Parts,

Automotive Paint & Supplies Pharm acy
Midway Auto Parts [l TRUST - SERVICE - VALUE

Highway 78 ¢ Lincoln, AL . . c
Auto Parts 205-763-7756 The Pf@SCflpthIl for Savings
Midway Commercial 205-763-1442 *No Waiting

Jamison or Jeff

*Convenient Drive Through
*No Automated Phone Lines

I—I NCOLN Locally Owned

HARDWARE & SupPPLY, LLC & Qperated
77 Magnolia St. South ¢ Lincoln
205-763-7660
3 QUIPMEN T Talladega
RENTAL & MORE (256) 362-1120

000239193R1

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Sat. 8§ a.m.-2 p.m.
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Munford

LIONS

CLASS 4A
REGION 3

Munford counting on youth to replace key departures

— e | — .

By LAVONTE YOUNG

Munford head coach Bill Smith ultimately would like to see
his team hoist up the Class 4A state championship trophy this
season, but he wasn’t ready to say it was one of their goals going
into the 2017 season.

Last season, Smith made the Lions
championship aspirations known in the
preseason, but Munford fell short of
accomplishing that goal as they finished the
season with a 6-5 record and fell to Bibb
County, 41-34 in overtime in the first round
of the playoffs.

“I made a mistake last year. I was asked
about our team goals and the first thing
I said was to win a state championship,”
he said. “I won't say that is our principal
goal. As a head football coach, my role is to
make sure that I get these guys to play up
to their highest potential and that we reach
our highest potential as individuals and as a
team. We have a good group of older players mixed in with a lot
of younger guys this year. We feel good about the season. Our
expectations are high but our goal is to be the best Munford team
that we can possible be. If we do that we will have a chance for
an excellent season.”

Munford enters the season with several new faces in key
positions. With graduation and dismissals, the Lions will have
to replace all of their statistical leaders on offense as well as their
leading tackler on defense. Smith said he will have to depend on

42 PREP FOOTBALL 2017

underclassmen more this season.

“We are going to have numerous 10th-graders starting this
year,” he said. “I heard an adage for every 10th-grader that you
start, you can expect one loss. So if you start five 10th-graders,
you can expect to be 5-5 at best. Hopefully, I have enough

leadership and veterans with this senior
bunch that hopefully we can usher in slowly
and softly our 10th-graders”

One of the players the Lions will have to
replace is Avery Harris at the quarterback
position. In two seasons, Harris has 5,705
passing yards, 1,419 rushing yards and 76
touchdowns.

Tanner Reeves will take over as the Lions’
starting quarterback this season. Smith said
he has been pleased with what he has seen
from Reeves during the off-season.

“He started once for us last year, but it
was really unfair throwing him in the fire
against a really good Cordova team. Really

proud of the way he played in the spring
game. We played our starters for three quarters against Pell City,
and he threw for over 200 yards. He did a great job of not just
managing the game, but making plays”

Even though the Lions lost a lot of talent, they still return
several players with game changing ability like Zay Britt. The
MaxPreps Freshman All-American recorded 1,797 yards and
10 touchdowns last season. He had 32 receptions for 477 yards
and four TDs. He rushed for 298 yards and four scores on 23
carries. Britt was also a weapon for Munford on specials teams.



He recorded 649 yards on 23 kickoff returns
and he had 19 punt returns for 373 yards
and two touchdowns.

“He had (10) touchdowns last year as
a freshman,” Smith said. “Coach (Darrell)
LeBeaux and I tried to bring him into
a bigger role as the season went on. He
scored our first touchdown of the year with
a punt return against Clay County. He had
a really good freshman year. He had a really
good off-season; he has done real well at
some camps. He ran a 4.41 40-yard dash
at Alabama and he ran a 4.4 something at
UAB. They wouldn’t tell us exactly what
it was. He has had a really good summer;
he is going to have an expanded role. He is
much like Keith Mixon that I had a Shades
Valley. I am hoping for him to be that type
of player”

Munford has one of the toughest
schedules in Class 4A for the second season
in a row. The Lions are in the same region
as defending 4A champions Handley and
perennial powerhouse Leeds. Munford will
also have to face Tallassee and Dadeville.

Smith believes the early-season schedule
will serve as gauge to see how good of a
team they are or potentially can be this
season.

“We have some question marks,” he said.
“We will find out early in our non-region
games with 5A Clay Central, who Munford
has never beat. We want to play well in
our first game on the road at Central Clay
County. Then we have 5A Lincoln and we
have to go to Cordova for our other non-
region game. We really feel like our region
in 4A is the SEC West of 4A football. For
the last three years, the state champion has
come out of our region with Handley and
Leeds. We have a tough schedule”
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HARDWARE

Serving Munford For Over 100 Years
SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR:
*Painting eLawn & Garden
*Electrical  *Plumbing

Hwy. 21, Munford, Alabama

296/338-4911

Munford
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FOOD MART

44201 AL Hwy. 21 » Munford
(256) 358-3430

We gladly accept Food Stamps, WIC
& all major credit cards
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MUNFORD

RECYCLERS

42889 AL Hwy. 21
Munford, AL 35268

WE BUY ALLTYPES
OF SCRAP METAL
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WAITES

TIRE & SERVICE

CENTER
310 Battle St., Talladega

256-362-6632
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Big Daddy’s

WINGS * RIBS  CATFISH
BURGERS ¢ SANDWICHES
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43121 Hwy. 21 South
Munford
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Munford

KEYSEACITS

OVERVIEW
TEAM: Munford
HEAD COACH: Bill Smith (third year)
KEY LOSSES: Avery Harris, Jakari Robinson, Jimbo Stone
KEY RETURNERS: Tanner Reeves, Zay Britt, Marshall Clark

BASE OFFENSE: Spread base

BASE DEFENSE: 3-3

2016 IN REVIEW
RECORD: 6-5POINTS SCORED: 338 POINTS ALLOWED: 246

SCH

DULE

Aug. 25 at Central Clay County, 7 p.m. Oct. 6 at Elmore County, 7 p.m.

Sept. 8 vs. Dadeville, 7 p.m.
Sept. 15 at Holtville, 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 vs. Tallassee, 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 vs. Lincoln, 7 p.m.

Oct. 13 vs. Handley, 7 p.m.
Oct. 20 at Childersburg, 7 p.m.
Oct. 27 at Leeds, 7 p.m.

Nov. 3 at Cordova, 7 p.m.

ROSTER

No Name

Zay Britt

Noah Champion
Ty Kite

Cameron Lemons
Rodarius Dorman
Pernell Mitchell
Chase Gaither
Marshall Clark
Tanner Reeves
Chance Gaither
Etan Swinford
My’Khal Thompson
Ethan Leahey
Christian O'neal-Ousley
Payton Sanders
Rodricous Dorman
Justin Sistrunk
Jakobee Threatt
Lawson Molden
Warren Britt
Kyle Ross

Carson Tyree
Taarig Johnson
Lance Smith
Ja'lslam Tuck

J. Flint

Damon Casey
Peyton Gaither
Carson Smith
Austin Harry
Draven Campbell
Hudson Turner
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38  Avontae Heard

40  Cole Burgdoefer

43 Ontarious Toyer

44 Dre Simmons

45  Rodney Groce

48  Andrew Williams

50 Dylan Campbell

52 Michael Armstrong

53  Cole Harry

55  Jeffery Threatt

56  Datavious Curry

58  Brody Bussie

60  Parker Molden

64 Kole Edwards

65 Tymon Johnson

66 Madden Smith

67  Cyrus Powell

68  Terence Reynolds

69 Austin Davis

70  Trevon McClendon

71 Logan Turner

72 Luke Gaither

72 Alex Peterson

74 Payton Graben

75 Jacob Smith

77 Caron McGuire

79  Melvin Braxton

80 Rashard Russell

82 Jacob Tyree

85  Josh Capers

87  Caleb Cotton
Nick Ball

SPOTLIGHT

TANNER REEVES

Who’s your favorite
football player (college or
professional), and why?

LaDainian Tomlinson,
because he is an explosive
player, he plays with a lot of
heart and energy. He is also a
Christian and he is not afraid
to show it. That is one of
the biggest things especially
with the role that he has in
the world. People look up to
him and he wants to share his
faith. That is one of the most
important things to me.

What is your greatest
football moment, at any
level?

Probably the Andalusia
game (in quarterfinals of the
playoffs in 2015). I strive to
win and I finally got to be in
that position to be the one to
help out my team. That was
great for me and our team at
the same time.

What motivates you to
work hard?

My team. I see them work
hard and this year, as the
quarterback, a lot of it is on
me. I touch the ball every
play, so if I’'m not prepared,
then we are not ready to
play. That motivates me this

year, plus last year’s playoff
loss. We fell short of our
expectations.

What are some of your
interests outside of your
sport?

I like to sing, I am not
a good singer, but I like to
sing. Sports is my life, but
I really like spending time
with my family. [ am not sure
how much time I have with
everybody, so I am trying to
spend time with them.

How does playing
multiple sports help you in
football?

It teaches me how to be
a better leader. It makes me
more versatile. It helps me
get quicker and stronger. It
teaches me how to go through
adversity.

What values has your
coach worked to instill in
you and your teammates?

The main focus is making
us better men, good fathers,
better Christians, not just
football players. Life is
not just about the game of
football, it is about can you
be a better person once you
get past high school and
college.
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“ PANTHERS

Pell City

CLASS 6A
REGION 7

Pell City looking to capitalize on opportunities this year

By LAVONTE YOUNG

Last season, the Pell City Panthers
finished with a 6-5 record and made it to
the first round of the Class 6A playoffs.
Head coach Etheredge believes there are a
lot of positives the Panthers can build on

in his second year at the helm.

Tuesday is

“Senior
Citizen
KFC Day”

BUFFET HOURS:

10:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Hwy. 231 N. « Pell City
205-338-3221
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“We are just trying to build on what
we did in year one,” he said. “T'm still
loving the leadership here, we have great
kids and the school system is led by some
great guys that want to do it the right way.
We just have to grow the program. We are

going to be young this year. We are trying

to build on what we did last year. We want

COMMUNITY CREDIT INC.

NMLS #206219

Goeod Luck to

* Real Estate (land only)
*Mobile Homes

Call Sherry Beene for ANY type
Sherry Beene

to win region games and make it to the
playoffs, then you never know what can
happen after that”

The Panthers enter the 2017 season
with high expectations. Etheredge said
he would like for his team to host a first
round playoff game this season, which
hasn’t happened since 2012 when they
hosted Austin.

“We want to try to get first and second
in the region,” Etheridge said. “Last year,
we made the playoffs. We let a chance to
get a first round playoff game at home slip
away from us toward the end of the year,
but we had done enough to get ourselves
in. We really want to push to get that first
round playoff game here where you have
a chance to advance”

The Panthers enter the season having
to replace 25 seniors from last year’s team.
Pell City will have several underclassmen
at key positions, including quarterback.
Sophomore Jackson Burkhalter will start
under center, and Etheredge is elated to
have the 6-foot-5, 195-pound signal caller
for the next three seasons.

“Tackson is one of those kids that has a

PENNCT Y

A HEATING # COOLING

Hustle, Bit
and Never Quit!

\Gooo Luek Aren Teams!

of loan you may need!
NMLS #206244
1912 Cogswell Ave., Pell City

205-338-4433

000239278r1

(205) 338-2820

Pell City Heating & Cooling

ndcooling.com

000239277r1



Pell City

lot of upside,” Etheridge said. “He has a strong arm and he is
just a good kid. He is a student of the game and he is a young
guy, so he is going to make mistakes, so you just have to let
him make mistakes and learn from those mistakes. He is a
guy that is going to have three years which is awesome. When
I was at Leeds we had Tadarryl Marshall who started for four
years. By the time he was a junior, hed already played in 28
games. Then he won back-to-back championships his junior
and senior year, so you had a veteran after your sophomore
year. You can't really replace that experience with a young
guy coming in and get that experience that will be here for
a while”

The blueprint for Etheredge’s success over the years has
been to have a strong running attack and a stifling defensive
unit. With a lack of size upfront and a quarterback who’s
capable of making big plays with his arm, Pell City’s offensive
attack may be significantly different from a season ago.

“We have to find some guys that can stretch the defense
and Brock Shaffer helps there,” Etheridge said. “Aaron and
Andrew Crow has done a great job this summer in passing.
Gatlin Roberson, Casey Smith is a kid that will be a senior

and he will be a real focal point. He has a lot of speed and

he does a great job on the speed sweeps. I think he had

Thur. - Sat. 11AM - 10PM

We have a large room to
host your Special Event, Call toda
Business Meeting,

y
to book your

Reservation!

Hwy 231 South
Town Park Plaza « Pell City, AL

/

\
/

\
,\ Sun. - Wed. 11AM - 9PM
\

\

/

\
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205.884.2195

three touchdowns in our first game last year. It helps us
tremendously. I am more of a smash-mouth type guy, but
I am going to adjust to what we have. We have a guy that
is 6-foot-5 that can sit back there, throw it and make good
decisions; you may see us throw it 30-40 times a game.”

Finishing games and converting on the big plays are two
areas where Etheredge wants his team to improve from last
season. Pell City lost four games last season by six points or
fewer.

“I want us to improve on when we have a chance to
make big plays to make them,” he said. “We missed a lot of
opportunities last year. We had ourselves in good situations
and we didn’t make plays in certain games ... We just have to
learn how to make those plays. We have to learn to make the
ones that count and when it gets tight we have to play loose.
Last year, I think when the game got tight, we tighten up and
some of the kids were waiting for something bad to happen
instead of expecting something good to happen and making
something good to happen. The difference between Leeds
and here is that these guys where we waiting for something
bad to happen. The kids at Leeds had a lot of confidence and

went into every game expecting to win.”

\
\
====>OPEN DAILY <==== ,\.
/
\
/
\

Local service.

Drew Alexander

Union State Insurance, Inc.
1920 1st Ave N. | Pell City, AL

(205)884-1670

800-239-4356

Great insurance.

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE
LIFE » HOME » CAR - BUSINESS
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Grow with Kubota.
Choose from a full line of hardworking tractors.

a

=|l-.:.'"

BX Saries B Series
= Kubota Diessl Engines, 18-255 HP? = Kubota Diesed Engines, 22-33 HP*
= Category I, 3-Point Hiteh with Up 1o 670 Ibs: Lift Capacily s Catagory I, 3-Point Hitch

= Eazy-Over Mid-Mount Mower Deck, Available in 547 or 60° Deck™ = fyilable All-Weather Gab. Work ngrl.ts, and Ample Head and l._ng Hoem

Standard L Series MX Series

+ Kubota Diesel Engines, 24.8-47.3 HP* * Kubota [lesel Engines, 40.3-61.4 HP*

* Synchro-Shuttle or HST Transmission Cptions * Rugged, Smooth-Shifting Gear-Drive or HST Transmisaion Options
* Suspension System Dasigned to Reduce Fatigus 3 Pmm Hitch with Heavy Lift Capacity, Categary | & il

/\ TALLADEGA
ﬂ TRACTOR
A 35450 AL. Hwy. 21 North - 256-362-6113

www.talladegatractor.com

www.kubota.com
“For completa wasranty, safety. and product information, consult vour local Kubota
deler and he produict Operator's mantal. Powes [HEAW) and other specitications n E
are based on various standards of recommended M“WEWWBREG?G
models only. Optional equipment maj be shawn. € Kubola Tractor Cooperation, 2016
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Ready to work. Wherever work takes you.
Kubota RTV500

* 15.8 HP* Kubota Gas-Powered Engine * 1,102 Ibs. Towing Capacity
* Kubota Exclusive Variable Hydraulic * Designed to Fit into a Full-Size, Long-Bed
Transmission (VHT Plus) Pickup Truck
* 9 cu. ft. Metal Cargo Box with 441 |bs. * Available in Kubota Orange or Realtree®
Load Capacity Hardwoods Camouflage**
We are Kubota.

TALLADEGA
TRACTOR

35450 AL. Hwy. 21 North - 256-362-6113
www.talladegatractor.com

www. kubota.com
“For compkete waranty, safely and product information, consul your local Kubota desler and the
product cpenbors manus. Power 80 and oiher-soaciiicatioes are bassd on vanious slanderds of
recommended pracioes. Opdonal aguismees may be shown “ m
**Realtro® b5 a rogislered frademark of Joman Outcicor Enderprises; [d
2 Kybota Trackor Comporation, M016
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LOCKS - KEYS - SAFES - AUTOMOTIVE

Residential & Commercial
Safe Combinations & Safe Service
Automotive Keys & remotes
Car Openings
1604 Martin St., S., Pell City, Al
205-338-9872
Brooks Stevens - Owner, Permit #1038

Good Luck All

000239424R1
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C lll'tiS, Agent

sheila.curtis jrm9@statefarm.com b
Home Office, Bloomin gton, lllinois 61710
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

420 West Ft. Williams St., Sylacauga, AL 35150
Bus. 256-249-8188 * Fax 256-245-2755
ive is a referral.

The greatest compliment you can give

GOOD LUCK ALL ARER
FOOTBALL TEAMS!

'For All Your Printing Needs!

THE PRINTERS

256-245-3236
www.swenprint.com
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Pell City

P@T

ROSTER

No Name
1 Christian Burkhalter 43 Matt Frye
2 Brock Shafer 44 Jackson Sweatt
4 Malik Posey 45 Aries Woolsey
5  Cody Eades 46  Ethan Jett
6 TreEvans 47  Carson Walker
7 Gatlin Roberson 49  Clayton Rich
9 Maleek Robinson 50  Justin Thomas
10 Desmond Wilson 51 Joey Horton
17 Jake Hall 52 Adam lLee
12 Bryant Freeman 53 Tanner Clowdus
13 Clayton Hildebrant 54 Tyler Locklar
12 Mitchell Gossett 56  Avery Weiss
15  Sergio Alverez 57 Justin Oakes
16  Jackson Burkhalter 58  Simon Adkins
17 Jarod Posey 60  Jonah Ledlow
18  Braden Crow 61 Mathew Tyrbville
19 Tillman Patterson 63 JD Freeman
20 Casey Smith 64  Colivin Foster
21 Kelton Seals 66  Ryan Aldridge
22 Darius Garrett 67  Christian Henderson
23 Clay Hardie 70  Cam McGowin
24 Ethan Bynum 71 Mathew Weems
75  Brett Staples 72 Andrew Smith
26  Dylan Thomas 73 Logan Hope
27  Cade Golden 74 Will Pittman
28 Anthony Emerick 75 Jordan Burgos K E Y F Ac TS
29  Connor McCombs 76  Dylan Reeves OVERVIEW
32  Noah Doss 77 Tyler Norman TEAM: Pell City
5 o 7 s
34 Collier Slovensky 81  Andrew Crow KEY RETURNERS: Malik Posey, Darius Garrett, Avery Weiss
%5 Austin Gollott Ny BASE OFFENSE: Multiple  BASE DEFENSE: Multiple
” 2016 IN REVIEW
36 Andrew Williams 83 Cordell O'Neal RECORD: 6-5  POINTS SCORED: 300  POINTS ALLOWED: 241
37 Broc Purdon 84  lan Crowe
39  Andres Sanchez 85  Alion Hogan SC H E D U L E
40 Ty Goodwin 88 Noah Parker Sept. 1vs. Childersburg, 7 p.m. Oct. 6 vs. Cullman, 7 p.m.
o oy | @ ot R i
42  Camden Etheredge 92 Jacob Fomby Sept. 22 at Brewer, 7 p.m. Oct. 27 vs. Fort Payne, 7 p.m.
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Sept. 29 at Anniston, 7 p.m.

Nov. 3vs. Helena, 7 p.m.



STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 36

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Randy Wood, P.O. Box 4432, Anniston, AL 36204 0002395071
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Ragland

PURPLE DEVILS

CLASS 1A
REGION 4

Ragland hopes to finish season with deep playoff run

54
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By GARY HANNER

In his first year as head coach at Ragland last year,
Brian Allred led the Purple Devils to an overall record of
7-4 and a trip to the first round of the state playoffs.

Allred said getting to the first round of the playoffs was
a goal, but now he wants to take the Purple Devils a few
steps further — deeper into the playoffs.

“The season did not end the way we wanted it to,” he
said. “We had a huge lead against Notasulga, and held a
29-8 halftime lead. But we lost the game late as the Blue
Devils scored with 28 seconds remaining in the game to
make the final score 37-36. We let it slip away because we
got too comfortable at halftime”

Last year, Ragland had the comfort of playing its first
five games at home, but found Joan Ford Stadium not so

friendly as the Purple Devils were 2-3 the first half of the

PREP FOOTBALL 2017

3 ¥ ol

season.

Ragland could have been called road warriors last year
as they did not lose a single game on the road, but only
played four road games. Ragland went 5-0 the last half of
the regular season to finish second in Class 1A, Region 4
behind Wadley.

Ragland lost eight seniors from last year’s squad,
including key players Jadon Killings, John Brewer and
Jeremy Burnham.

Allred said key players returning include running back
Adam Sanders, quarterback Noah Hollingsworth, and
linebacker/fullback Coby Fuller.

“All three of those guys had a great spring/summer,’
he said. “They are all big, strong guys and I expect great
things out of all three of them.

Other players Allred mentioned were offensive linemen

Keith Darden and Jacob Phillips, along with wide receiver



A concussion is an injury caused by a blow to the head hich
rapidly and may collide with the inside of the skull.

Even a minor fall or collision may be of concern, so baataﬁ ymptoms suc
headaches, unsteadiness, confusion or other types of abnormal behavior.

Any athlete with a suspected concussion:

B Should be IMMEDIATELY

. Children's
REMOVED FROM PLAY/ACTIVITY

of Alabama-

W Should be urgently assessed medically

B Should not be left alone

B Should not drive a motor vehicle Pell City Pediatrics
2850 Dr. John Haynes Drive
205.884.2260

www.ChildrensAL.org/concussion

In case of medical emergency, call 911 or go directiy to your local ER

000239228r1
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Braxton Thomas.

“Just about every kid we have has to play both ways,”
he said. “We want to make sure we are balancing this out
doing the right thing with them in the weight room and
conditioning. That is something we face as an uphill battle
within our first two games as we face 3A Ohatchee and 4A
Ashville. They both just have so many more kids than we
have”

Allred did say that playing those two larger teams
should prepare them when they open up region play.

“We lost those two games last year, but they did help

us a lot during our region schedule,” he said. “We were in
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both games against Ohatchee and Ashville last year, but
their depth took over in the second half as we wore down.”

Allred said the teams to beat in their region are Wadley
and Talladega County Central.

Keys to a successful season, according to Allred, would
be staying healthy.

“We lost our tight end Jadon Ball,” he said. “He got hurt
in a summer basketball game and tore his ACL. With so
many of our kids having to play both ways, staying healthy
is definitely the key to a successful season”

Ragland opens the season on the road Aug. 25 at
Ohatchee.



Practice does not make perfect.
Only perfect practice makes perfect.

WISHING ALL AREA
FOOTBALL TEAMS
A SAFE YEAR

Omya Inc. is pleased to have been a part of the Sylacauga and surrounding communities since 1992.

Website: http://www.omya-na.com

2071 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Hwy.
Sylacauga AL 35151
Phone: +1 256 245 1777
Fax: +1 256 245 0606

Omya has an unwavering commitment to
quality and total customer satisfaction through
leadership in manufacturing technology,
product innovation, application expertise,
incomparable service, and an exceptional
understanding of our customers’ needs. We
pride ourselves on continuous direct customer
communications to understand their changing
needs for new product development and
logistical support.
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SPOTLIGHT

Who’s your favorite football
player (college or professional),
and why?

Earl Campbell, who played
for the Houston Oilers. I liked his
style and he was a very humble
guy.

What is your greatest
football moment, at any level?

Scoring a touchdown against
Notasulga last year during the
state playoffs.

What are your post-high
school plans?

I hope to earn a football
scholarship and play at the
collegiate level, and get my
education degree.

What motivates you to work
hard?

My family and teammates.

What are you looking
forward to the most this season?

Playing with my teammates
and finishing out my high school
career.

What are some of your
interests outside of your sport?

Hunting and fishing, and just
hanging out with my friends.

How does playing multiple
sports help you in football?

It keeps me in condition.

What’s your first thought
when you get ready to run
through the banner for the first
time?

KEY FACTS

OVERVIEW
TEAM: Ragland
HEAD COACH: Brian Alred (second year)
KEY LOSSES: Stoney Merritt, Jadon Killings, Matthew Thornburg
KEY RETURNERS: Adam Sanders, Noah Hollingsworth, Coby Fuller

BASE OFFENSE: Multiple

2015 IN REVIEW
POINTS SCORED: 367

SCHEDULE

RECORD: 7-4

Aug. 25 at Ohatchee, 7 p.m.
Sept. 1 at Ashville, 7 p.m.

Sept. 8 at Talladega Co. Central, 7 p.m.

Sept. 15 at Coosa Christian, 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 at Wadlley, 7 p.m.

58 PREP FOOTBALL 2017

Ragland

ROSTER

1 Jalen Byers

No. Name

LaDarious Spikes
Noah Hollingsworth Bailey Wyatt
Braxton Thomas Evan Buckner
Adam Sanders Logan Buckner

Jadon Ball

loan Phillips
Micah Phillips
Josh Phillips

Jaxon Cox
Keith Darden
David Sanders
Coby Fuller

Ryan Bearden
Seth Welborn

© ©® N OO o A~ W N

ADAM SANDERS
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Brody Bice Jakolbe Brewster

Playing with my teammates,
and I want to play the entire game
and beat Ohatchee.

What’s the best and worst
part of fall camp?

The best part of fall camp
is being with all my teammates.
There’s nothing really bad about
this year’s fall camp because it is
my senior season.

What values has your coach
worked to instill in you and
your teammates?

Coach Allred talks to us about
becoming a leader and having
discipline. He wants us to work
hard and finish what we have
started.

—
-

Bailey Goodwin
Elijah Ball
Nate Kelley

Jeremy Cambron
Jacob Phillips

Bryan Goodwin

—_ — =
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Hunter Day Kaden Bice

-
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Kaeden Cotton Austin Pritchett

CarselroneCoppersAluminum
StainlesseBrass
Electric MotorseSealed Units

15226 Hwy. 411, Odenville, Al
205.629.2200

14064 Al. Hwy. 75, Remlap, Al
205.681.3355

GOOD LUCK
TO ALL AREA TEAMS .
FOR A o
SUCCESSFUL YEAR' .

SCRAP THE {

,

COMPETITION.@Z_W

1

BASE DEFENSE: Multiple

POINTS ALLOWED: 283

Sept. 29 vs. Tarrant, 7 p.m.

Oct. 6 vs. Victory Christian, 7 p.m.
Oct. 13 vs. Winterboro, 7 p.m.
Oct 20 at Donoho, 7 p.m.

Oct 27 vs. Appalachian, 7 p.m.




MILE PRO-FXT™

INTRODUCING THE HEW?.ST MEMBER OF THE MULE™ PRO SERIES,

THE MULE PRO-FXR.

Premium appearance and aggressive siyling to match s rogged capability

&

Compact size with tight twening radivs and wide stance for conhdent handling

smoath, quiet and powerful, 3-cylinder fuel-injected engine

Check out owr full line of MULE side x sides on Kawasaki.com

WARN®, tho WAEM logo and THL BID HE08 STRAP sre regiviersd trademarks of Warn industrses, bac. FroVestage™ and Vantage™ arv trademariks of Warn beduatieor. ing
H Parts, Apparel and Accessories

/ . = 256-362-6 0 We Service most brands of powersports
e R TN CLE S ANES et products Motorcycles, ATV's, UTV's, and more

www.tallad desales.com ; ;
Mon, & $at. 9 am- 1 pm | Tuss, Thers, & Sam- 6 pm EgaCY Selling FUN since 1974
o 1y

KAWASAN] CARES: Ahways wear protective gear appropriate for the use of this vehicie, Never operate under the influence of drugs ar
alcohol Protect the emvironment, The Kawasalki MULE™ side x side is an off-highway vehicle only, and is not designed, equipped, or
manufactured for use on public streets; roads or highways. Obéy the laws and regulations that control the use of your vehicle. Read
Owner's Marsial and ail on prodwct warmings. 2017 Kawasaki Motors Corp., US.A. Printed in LSA,

000239235r1
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And Do Whatever It Takes To Conquer Your Goals!

Good Luck to All Area Teams for a Winning Season.

D Advanced
Disposal

%}301 Acmar Rd. | Moody, AL | 256.499.0353

| Contact Amanda Houck

000239302r1
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Support Your
Team In STYLE/

D OTITIONE 2635 Martin St. S
S\ BOUTIQUE 2 =550 city: AL

ANOINGZAL
@,@ (205) 814-1515

©) hattieleesboutique@gmail.com f
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Sylacauga

AGGIES

Aggies look for 10th straight winning season

CLASS 5A
REGION 4

By LAVONTE YOUNG

Sylacauga will enter the 2017 season with several new
faces, but with the same expectations.

Aggies head coach Matt Griffith will have to replace
the most successful senior class of his tenure, a group
that included all-state running back Alex Thomason.

Griffith said there is much at stake going into this

season.
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“Can the program, after losing so much on offense

and defense, continue to play at a high level?” Griffith
asked. “I think we can, but the kids have to step up and
take pride in that.

“This year, can we go a decade without a losing
season? I have preached that to the kids. ... If you are
Hoover and all of those schools, that is no big deal, but
for the average school, that is impressive. There is a lot to

look forward to this year”



Sylacauga

Sylacauga has been the model of consistency for
much of Griffith’s 12 years at the helm. The Aggies have
won seven or eight games and made the playoffs in seven
of those seasons.

Even though this is will be a fairly new Sylacauga

team, Griffith’s expectations remain the same.

“We have the same goals and expectations every
year, Griffith said. “We expect to have a winning
season, we expect to make the playoffs. If you can make
the playoffs, anything can happen after you are in the
playoffs. It is one-and-done. You have to start winning.

“Our goal is to get out of the first round. We would

Short-term or long-term, small
company or large, whatever
or wherever your opportunity
may be, we’ll help you discover
something better.
Are you looking to start
your career? Elwood
Staffing is here to help!

115 North Court St., Ste. A,
Talladega * 256-362-1953

ElwoodJobs.com

@iwood staffing’

NEED A |OB?

KEEP
CALM

CALL
ELWOOD
256-362-1953

000223003r1

2SO

td Meter Box Company, Inc.

ts Division  B15 Miles Parkway, Pell City, AL, 35125

2
g
=
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Sylacauga
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love to host a playoff game. Down the line, you want you never know what can happen.”

to win a region championship, you want to talk about Sylacauga will have the tough task of replacing
a state championship, but if you don’t have a winning Thomason. He rushed for 2,002 yards and 26 touchdowns
season and you don’t make the playoffs, those things last season. For his career, Thomason totaled 4,882 yards
don’t happen anyway. You have to put expectations there and 69 touchdowns.

that can be reachable, then once you get in the playoffs, The Aggies, however, have confidence in Tashun

ANDERSON'S

PRE-OWNED

 _PRE-OWNED
POWER SPORTS

Formerly Yamaha of Sylacauga

US Hwy. 280 - Sylacauga
256-245-2255
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510 N. Broadway Ave.

Sylacauga — =
256-245-2222 Since 1979

Fax 256-245-2223

000239367R1

debbiesanders53@yahoo.com




Sylacauga

Looney. In his lone start last season, Looney put on a We are not as big upfront as we have been”

show as he rushed for 280 yards and five touchdowns The Aggies will also have a new signal-caller in

against Calera.

“Do you ever replace an Alex
Thomason?” Griffith said. “Alex was
phenomenal. He had a three-year
career, really four, because he played
halfway through his freshman year.
Tashun Looney was our A-back, and
when Alex hurt his ankle going into
game 10, we put Tashun at B-back,
and he rushed for (nearly) 300 yards.

“Tashun is a different type of

back, he is a smaller back. He is

quicker and faster. We are going to get the football to the

outside a little bit more because we’re smaller and faster.

—

Keaton Wilson, who takes over for Jackson Walker.
Griffith is elated about what Wilson
adds to the Aggies’ offense.

“We hired Matt Collier (as
an assistant coach). He was the
quarterback back in 2009-2010
right after Keaton’s brother finished
and went to Samford. Matt threw
for 1,700 yards and rushed for 800.
That is really where we want to go

j with what we are doing instead of
a quarterback that rushes for 1,000
and throws for 500, Griffith said. “We would rather

throw for 1,500 to 1,800 and rush for 600. I think Keaton

A Better Way to Bank 1 s

Over the years, we've been asked a lot of
questions, like why is our bank any different
than those big city financials? After all, most
banks offer the same products and services.
The difference is our people and our service,
We give you one-on-one, first name, friendly

service that you deserve,

SouthFirst
b— Bank

Sylacauga Talladega
256-245-4365  256-362-6101

southfirst.com

000239502R1
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brings that to the table because of his arm strength, but
.. if you don’t have anybody to throw to or you can’t
protect the quarterback, it is hard to throw.

“We have some good receivers now. We are going

Who’s your favorite football
player (college or professional)
and why?

My favorite football player
would have to be Jalen Hurts. I
just like his game. I try to study as
much as I can and watch videos. I
just like his technique.

What is your greatest
football moment, at any level?

It would probably have to be
our spring game this year against
Briarwood. I had been struggling
the whole game, then I came
out on the next possession and
just I saw the hole open up for
an 80-yard run for a touchdown.
That was probably my greatest
moment ever.

‘What motivates you to work
hard?

Just seeing my mom and my
dad happy. Just getting out the
house, making plans for myself
and just going far in the future.

What are you looking
forward to the most this season?

Me and my brothers want to
win the region champions. We all

: t" NE

[ 1

Join us after:th

Sylacauga

to be an option team. We are always going to run the
football, but with Keaton at quarterback, it gives us the
ability to throw the ball when we want to so we can back

some folks off and open up some holes”

SPOTLIG

know that it starts with game one.
We have to come out Aug. 25 and
get the job done.

How does playing multiple
sports help you in football?

It helps me a lot, because it
helps me stay in shape. Basketball
is a different type of shape. If you
play as many as you can, you will
be a great player.

What’s the best and worst
part of fall camp?

The best part is getting out
there on those Thursday nights
getting ready for the game on
Friday. The worst part is just
trying to make it through the
whole week running all those
gassers.

What values has your coach
worked to instill in you and
your teammates?

He has helped me become a
real leader. I have all those other
guys that are going to be looking
up to me. He wants me to step
up and be a leader for the guys
under me.

e =

KEATON WILSON

Matt Blair Tommy Blair

Full Line of
Residential & Commercial Block

000236898R1

165 First Road | Childersburg Industrial Park | Childersburg, AL 35044
256-378-3345 | 205-970-7676

matt@blairblock.com tommy@blairblock.com

21 5INsBreoadwaygAVES
Sy' Ila'@‘a'_u'g_a'__ ' A‘L"

256-249-3360):
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Sylacauga

Wilson said he is excited about the upcoming season.
The senior said he has received a lot of advice from his
brother and former Sylacauga standout Kelsey Pope.

“It is hard to fill his shoes coming off the legacy that
he has at Sylacauga and at Samford,” Wilson said. “He
gives me a lot of advice. He told me to do what I do best
and don’t worry about what others say. He told me to just
to take my time. He told me that I would be good and to
make my senior year the best that I can. Don’'t have any
regrets and do what I do”

The Aggies not only lost a talented senior class, they
also lost their defensive coordinator, Matt Zedaker,
who was hired as Lincoln’s new head coach. Zedaker
spent 12 years with Griffith, including six as defensive
coordinator.

Griffith was proud to see Zedaker become a head

Atkinson

Real Fsstate [-1-€

SERVING TALLADEGA COUNTY AND
SURROUNDING AREAS FOR OVER 50 YEARS

June L. Atkinson, Broker
Greg Atkinson, Assoc. Broker
Ruth E. Berry, Assoc. Broker
Joan Williams, Sales Assoc.
Jerry Hicks, Sales Assoc.

Beverly Murphy, Sales Assoc., ePro
Steve Dean, Sales Assoc.
Kay Sprayberry, Sales Assoc.
Kim Craft, Sales Assoc.

Members of Birmingham MLS

535 N. BROADWAY, SYLACAUGA
R (256) 245-6782

www.atkinsonrealestate.com

Good Luck 1o all Area Teams!

000239451R1

coach and believes his former assistant will have success
at Lincoln.

“We are so excited for him,” Griffith said. “We talk
probably two or three times a week. What was exciting
was that they came over for a 7-on-7. It was exciting
to see Lincoln to do the warm-ups that he has been
taught. It was like watching two mirrored images of two
programs together.

“As an older coach, you got a guy on your staff that
goes to take a job, it is a pride thing there. I want him and
we at Sylacauga want him to do well, because he is us. ...
We think we have a good solid program that has been
winning for a long time. We think that will help Lincoln.
He is an up-and-coming guy. That was a great hire by

Lincoln High School”

Facebook

0002368871
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KEY FACTS

TEAM: Sylacauga
HEAD COACH: Matt Griffith (13th year)

KEY LOSSES: Alex Thomason,Derrick Carter,

Jackson Walker

KEY RETURNERS: Tashun Looney, Keaton

Wilson,Bailey Ward
BASE OFFENSE: Multiple
BASE DEFENSE: Multiple

2016 IN REVIEW

RECORD: 8-3 POINTS SCORED: 393

POINTS ALLOWED: 286

SCHEDULE

Aug. 25 at Chilton County, 7 p.m.
Sept. 1vs. Anniston, 7 p.m.
Sept. 8 at Lincoln, 7 p.m.

Sept. 15 vs. Beauregard, 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 vs. Childersburg, 7 p.m.
Oct. 6 at Talladega, 7 p.m.

Oct. 13 vs. Valley, 7 p.m.

Oct. 20 at Central Clay County, 7 p.m.
Oct. 27 vs. Cleburne County, 7 p.m.
Nov. 3 at Calera, 7 p.m.

Sylacauga

No. Name

© o N OO O AN WO N

Bailey Ward

Rod Milliner
Dailon Keith
Jordan Ridgeway
Tashun Looney
Keaton Wilson
Brady Davis
Marco Campbell
Mich’l Holtzclaw
M. Taylor

Tyler Thompson
Tommy Gaddis
Rusty Craft

J.D. Deloach
Philemon Jones
Riley Keith
Conner Machen
Lane Strickland

Wishing all our Graduates a Bright Future!
*Exxon, Pure & Unbranded Gasoline & Diesel Fuel

ROSTER

Keunddra Pearson
Malik Wykoff
Zed Marrs

Kam Cook

Vontae Graham
Timothy Stallworth
Dacarius Mickey
Chris Mallory
Gabe Cox

Tory Harris

Colton Hardiman
Devonta Green
Chase Ivey
Peyton Bearden
Austin Allen

Cori Hodges
Kelvin Jemison
Darrien McElrath
Zan Smith

Nick Price

Luke Hunnicutt
Taylor Strickland
Cody Hamm
Tyler Jacobs

a McMillian
Braden Trucks
Tyler Culpepper
Dalton Giles
Justyn Vincent
Ladarruis Cook
Anthony Dixon
Graham Hughey
Jamie Clary

La Jordan Pearson
Gage Hallman
Justin Lackey
Collin Yeager
Christian Jones

SYLACAUGA
HousING
AUTHORITY

Providing
Affordable Housing
in Sylacauga
Since 1941

sLubricant Wholesaler
*76 Racing Gasoline Wholesaler

Wholesale Distributor Serving Alabama
Retail & Industrial

000202836r1

1251 Old Birmingham Hwy., Sylacauga, AL

Phone 256-245-5478
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fProud to be a part of the

Sylacauga community since 1999.

The leading global supplier of high-tech aluminum
components for the automotive industry.

2100 Old Sylacauga Hwy, Sylacauga AL 35150 Nemak

www.nemak.com




Talladega

TIGERS

CLASS 5A
REGION 4

Darby brlngs new energy, new attltude to Tlgers

By SHANE DUNAWAY

Talladega closed the door on the Robert Herring era following
a 3-7 campaign in Class 5A, Region 4 last season.

The Tigers now have Ted Darby, who served as the team’s
defensive coordinator in 2016, leading the charge and striving to
change the culture of a program that hasn't produced a winning
season since 1994.

“We've got to get unity, discipline, teamwork -- that’s what
were looking to do -- and play hard for four quarters;” he said.
“We had a good spring and we've had a good offseason of work.
I've got a good bunch of kids. Our numbers are up. We're at about
51 players (including 35 players in 10th-12th grade) ... I told my
kids our motto is, ‘Losing is not an option.”

Entering the 2017 season with 51 players more than doubles
the amount of players Talladega had entering the 2016 season
--23.

Talladega will begin its 2017 season against Alexandria, a
team the Tigers haven't faced since a 20-12 victory on Oct. 12,
1962. The Tigers were slated to play Oxford as part of Herring’s
home-and-home arrangement with his brother, Ryan Herring,
but Darby said it made sense to book a new opponent.

“‘I'm not scared to play anybody, but there’s some things
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youre dumb to do and smart to do,” he said. “Now, the reason
Im playing Coach (Frank) Tucker and Alexandria ... year-in and
year-out, they’re always a top-notch program in 5A. That’s what
I've told the kids. That’s where I want to be.

“Why would you want to play somebody in 6A or 7A? My kids
are not up for hire ... I looked at Alexandria. I wanted a challenge
and I wanted somebody that’s in 5A that’s in the top of 5A. That
way my kids can see where theyre at”

Darby said he’s been impressed by the efforts of a pair of
Tigers, senior Ron Dothard and junior Tristan Wells. Both
accompanied Darby to the 2017 Talladega County Coaches

Association Football Media Day at Talladega Superspeedway on
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“Ron is a hard worker in the weight
room,” Darby said. “He’s going to be an
offensive lineman, and he’s going to play
defensive line with me. This kid, youd
have to kill him to stop him. I love his
work ethic. He’s hard-nosed and loves the
weight room, both of these kids do ...

“Ive watched when we lift weights
early in the morning. We go until about
11:30 or (noon) and we start at about
7:30. We go every day. I've watched these
kids. They've never missed and they're
always on time. They’re always finishing
first, and I wanted to bring them to media
day because these are the kind of football
players I want”

He added Wells has a noticeably-high
intensity level, and both players represent
the attributes the first-year head coach
seeks for his team.

“Hed (flip) a semi-truck over, and he
loves to hit, Darby said. “He’s going to
be my Sam (linebacker). These two kids
-- that’s what I want to take and model rest
of my kids (after) -- thatll hit, go strong
and go hard every play. They’re football
players. Thats all I can say about them
right now, and theyre good kids (with)
good morals and ethics. Yes sir, no sir’
kids, that’s what we’re going to have”

Darby said he wasn't looking back at
2016, a season in which the Tigers were
a handful of plays from reaching the
playoffs.

“Here’s what I tell my kids,” he said.
“If ifs and buts were candy and nuts, wed
all have a Merry Christmas’ Here’s the
thing. We should have won two or three
more of those. We've gotta say if, but what
we didn’t do is the work ethic and (stay)
hungry. 'm not here promising a win, but

I can tell you what our team is going to be

Talladega

is disciplined. We are hungry. You have to
play with a little (chip) on your shoulder,
and that’s what we’re going to do”

In regards to senior quarterback

Ashton Duncan and wide receiver Fred

Dickerson, Darby said the duo has done
well during the summer.

“They are keys to our offense,” he said.
“We've got several other kids, too, that
were going to have to get the ball in their
hands, too, a little bit. We've got some
players, and that's our jobs as coaches.
We've got find out how to be able to get
(the ball) to them in the right situation
with the right plays, and we’ll be OK?

Darby said his team must do things
the right way to truly push the program
forward.

“'m never going to promise
(anything),” he said. “We're sitting in the
hardest 5A region. Youve got Lincoln,
Cleburne County, Beauregard with the
running back (La’Damian Webb) coming
back, (Central Clay County) ... we've got
some great football teams in our region.
But what we’re going to do is give them
everything we've got”

He added he didn’t want to give
anything away as far as what offenses and
defenses he planned to run.

“I'm going to let Aug. 25 be the surprise
(as far as) what were going to do,” Darby
said. “T can tell this -- we’re going to be
spread (on offense), and we're going to run
multiple fronts defensively. 'm aggressive
defensively, but itll be something that
hasn’t been done in Talladega in a long
time. Thats what we’re going to do ...
We're going to be different”

Darby took his squad to Fort McClellan
for a team-building exercise that he said

would bring the group closer together

than they were when they arrived.
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Talladega

Dothard said before the trip it was an  swim moves and things like that” “I'm just trying to leave a print on
important marker in the Tigers’ journey to He added the time invested by Roller  Talladega to let them know that this is not
the regular season. inspired him to work even harder and set  the same Talladega,” Dothard said. “This is

“We needed to come closer together as  an example to leave behind for the players  a different Talladega”

a team because we've got a couple of pieces  behind him to follow.

that we need to come together with,” he
said. “I'm sure at the end of the camp, we'll
be stronger. In my years at Talladega, we
haven’t done anything like this.

“Like the new coaches, we haven't
had coaches that cared as much as these
coaches now -- and I'm not just saying
that just for the media. We haven't had
coaches like Coach Darby and all the other
coaches. We haven't had a superintendent
that really cared, came to our practices and
told us keys how to get off the (offense’s
blocks).

“I play defensive line, and

(Superintendent Terry Roller) shows us

keys to what we can do to make the tackle,
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Talladega

SPOTLIGHT

ROSTER
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What is your greatest
football moment,
level?

When Auburn played
Alabama back a couple years

at any

ago when Chris Davis ran
the touchdown back from the
10-yard line and scored the
game-winning touchdown.
That gave me hope, so that let
us know that Talladega could
do anything. If Auburn can
come back and get the victory,
then anything’s possible as
long as you have faith and
don’t give up.

What motivates you to
work hard?

What motivates me to
work hard is all the negativity
in my life. That just dedicates
me to go harder every day,
nonstop, 24/7.

What are you looking
forward to the most this
season?

I’m looking forward most
to making it to the playoffs
because Talladega has never
made it to the playoffs before,
and we will do it this year. No

OTHARD

excuses.

What are some of your
interests outside of
sport?

I like to work and help
my mom because she has a
disability, so I help her as
much as I can and help others

your

if needed and encourage
others.

What’s your first thought
when you get ready to run
through the banner for the
first time?

It’s just the thrill. The
thrill, you can’t put it in
words. It just puts you in the
moment. You’re just ready to
go there and knock heads out
of the way.

What values has your
coach worked to instill in
you and your teammates?

He instilled in us that
losing is not an option.
We have to work hard in
everything we do. Nothing
will ever be given to us, so we
have to work in everything we
do. No excuses.

No. Name
Jer'montez Cunningham
Martavious Redwine
Chaztin Tanner
Dylan Bradford
Jeromy Brand
Tristan Wells
D'montae Holtzclaw
Ashton Duncan
Fred Dickerson
Jalen Green
Chris Curry
Jakeiveous Patterson
Deovanni Swain
Lawrence McGraw
Jose Mendez
Luis Hernandez
Joshua Wood
Cedric White

Christopher Burney
JeQuerius Wilson
D'Corian Wilson
Keyshawn Swain
D.J. Phillips

Caleb Perkins
Ja'Kiem Jenkins
Peter Whitworth
Ron Dothard
Quindarius Lawson
Nicholas Warwick
Cameron Whatley
Wy darrius Montgomery
Jonathan Adams
Tyler McCluney
Tommy Wilson
Jaymon Gaddis
Ethan Randall

KEY FACTS

OVERVIEW
TEAM: Talladega
HEAD COACH: Ted Darby (first year)
KEY LOSSES: Jae-Lyn Russ, Jamonte Twymon, Robert Houston
KEY RETURNERS: Ashton Duncan, Fred Dickerson, Tristan Wells
BASE OFFENSE: Spread BASE DEFENSE: Multiple

2016 IN REVIEW
RECORD: 3-7 POINTS SCORED: 778 POINTS ALLOWED: 258

SCHEDULE

Aug. 25 vs. Alexandria, 7 p.m.

Sept. 1vs. Talladega Co. Central, 7 p.m.
Sept 8 at Cleburne County, 7 p.m.
Sept. 15 vs. Lincoln, 7 p.m.

Sept. 22 at Beauregard, 7 p.m.

Sept. 29 vs. Walter Wellborn, 7 p.m.
Oct. 6vs. Sylacauga, 7 p.m.

Oct. 20 at Valley, 7 p.m.

Oct. 26 vs. Central Clay Co., 7 p.m.
Nov. 2 at Winterboro, 7 p.m.
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Talladega County Central

FIGHTING TIGERS

CLASS 1A
REGION 4

By LAVONTE YOUNG

Talladega County Central head coach
Chris Mahand believes his team has not
reached its potential the last two seasons.

Two years ago, TC Central went 6-4 but
lost to Spring Garden in the first round of
the playoffs.

Last season, the Fighting Tigers
finished 4-7 and lost in the first round of
the playoffs to eventual state champion
Maplesville. Mahand didn’t take the loss
lightly, and he worked throughout the
offseason to find ways for his team to
improve.

“I talked to a lot of small school
coaches, a lot of coaches at predominantly
black schools, because we deal with the
same issues a lot of times, so (there were)
some ideas that I got from them to help
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this season along as well as organization-
wise to keep the guys in a routine to make

it consistent for them,” Mahand said.

“There are a couple of different things
we are going to do practice-wise. When
you play a team like Maplesville, you are

going to have to be ready to play. Maybe
it is me, but I don’t think we are going to
play many teams that are going to be as
talented as us, so I have to figure out what
the problem is. What do we have to do to
have the type of season that we need to
have, because it is not talent.

“It is my job as the head coach to figure
it out. We are going to be a team to reckon
with as long as my team comes to play. I
think they are going to come to play”

For the past two years, the Fighting
Tigers have struggled in the first half
of the campaign. TC Central has a 2-6
record in the first half of the previous
two seasons, which includes four losses
to region opponents. Mahand hopes that
by intensifying the team’s strength and
conditioning program in the summer, it
will help the Fighting Tigers to be better
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Talladega County Central

prepared to open the season.

“We've got to get our motor started earlier this season,”
Mahand said. “Hopefully, the extra work that we put in this
summer will help get our motor started a little bit earlier. Being a
(Class) 1A program, we have to be in better shape. We have a lot
of guys going both ways.

“Starting out with 5A Talladega that will more than likely have
more numbers than you, that could be detrimental to what we are
trying to do. We have to take more of an active role in getting the
kids ready to play in this summer heat. We definitely have to get
in shape so we can perform like we want to this summer”

When Mahand talks about goals for his team, he’s not afraid
to aim high.

“Like anyone, we want to win the state championship,’
Mahand said. “I don’t know of a coach that’s not going to say they
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Talladega, AL 351460
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jhayes@alfains.com
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don’t want to win a state championship. We are going to take it
one step at a time. We would definitely like to win the region.

“If we win the region, we would put ourselves in good position.
We would play at home (in the first round of the playoffs) and we
haven't played at home in a while. We have made it to the first
round, now it is time to make it past that. ...

“The fans expect more out of us, the kids expect more of their
coaches and we expect more out of the kids. We want to make
it to the playoffs like everybody and get out of the first round. I
expect us to compete for the region this year. Our main goal is to
win the region”

If TC is going to come close to reaching its goals, the Fighting
Mahand
believes his senior running back/linebacker has the potential to

Tigers will need a huge season from Kylen Cross.

be dominant on both sides of the ball this season.

“With Kylen there is no secret -- as Kylen goes, the team goes,”
Mahand said. “He understands that. I don't let him get the big
head about it, but he has been real good about it. If Kylen makes
up his mind that he doesn’t want to be stopped offensively and
defensively, it is going to be hard to stop him.

“I think he is getting to that point, he understands the
leadership and importance that he brings to the team. He doesn’t
let it go to his head, and I have been real impressed with that. He
is real competitive, and that can be a problem sometimes, but I
don’t mind him being competitive. He is just trying to help the
team win and do the best he can”
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Talladega County Central

ROSTER

Lalendrick Tuck

No. Name

Ricky Duncan
Kentrell Duncan Kentavious McKenzie

Mikell Armbrester

Jaylon Smith

Kylen Cross Darrell Maple
KYLEN CROSS
Who’s your favorite What are some of your
football player (college or interests outside of your
professional), and why? sport?

Mark Ingram, because he is
an explosive back and powerful
when he was in college.

What is your greatest
football moment, at any level?

My favorite moment was
when me and Mikell Armbrester
got in the backfield together and
we almost hit each other.

What are your post-high
school plans?

I want to go to school and
extend my education.

What motivates you to
work hard?

My family and my mom.
I just want to make my family
proud.

What are you looking
forward to the most this
season?

Looking forward to
bettering myself as a player,
getting in shape and having a
perfect season.
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Just chilling and staying
out of trouble. I go to church.

How  does playing
multiple sports help you in
football?

It helps me stay in shape
and active. I don’t like to sit on
my tail all day.

What’s your first thought
when you get ready to run
through the banner for the
first time?

It is a good feeling, football
season is finally here. It is just a
great feeling.

What’s the best and worst
part of fall camp?

The conditioning is the
worst part. The best part is just
being around the team.

What values has your
coach worked to instill in you
and your teammates?

Be accountable. Always be
responsible.

Jaylon Dykes
JaKorrian Davis
Jayden Jones
Devin Dates
Datravian Tuck
Jafrondic Davis
Nidell Burrell

Cameron Swin

Paris Stockdale
Micah Embry
Tagaurri Herring
Devilyn Keller
Judson Harmon
Kavon Moaten
Melvin Harris

Braxton Harmon

KEY FACTS

OVERVIEW
TEAM: Talladega County Central
HEAD COACH: Chris Mahand (fourth year)
KEY LOSSES: Kristopher Embry, Devon Wilson
KEY RETURNERS: Kylen Cross, Darrell Maple
BASE OFFENSE: Multiple BASE DEFENSE: Multiple

2016 IN REVIEW
RECORD: 4-6 POINTS SCORED: 262 POINTS ALLOWED: 266

SCHEDULE

Oct. 6 vs Winterboro, 7 p.m.
Oct. 13 vs. Donoho, 7 p.m.
Oct. 20 at Appalachian, 7 p.m.
Nov. 2 at Tarrant, 7 p.m.

Sept. 1 at Talladega, 7 p.m.

Sept. 8 vs. Ragland, 7 p.m.

Sept. 15 at Wadley, 7 p.m.

Sept. 22 at Victory Christian, 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 vs. B.B. Comer, 7 p.m.
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Victory Christian

LIONS

CLASS 1A
REGION 4

By SHANE DUNAWAY

Victory Christian failed to make the playoffs in 2016, a year
after making the playoffs and winning the first home playoff
game in school history.

With Mark Sanders out as head coach and Mike Holliday
taking the reigns, the Lions appear poised to make a comeback
in 2017.

“I think we were on the right track the whole time,” he said.
“I'm not going to speak anything negative about anything in the
past because we don’t look back, we look forward. We're going to
We're on the right
track, and we’re going to continue to excel and get better and
better”

work to what we do and what we do best ...
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Holliday said the Lions need to start the season off with a
victory against Sumiton Christian, a team that throttled Victory
Christian, 55-28, in the 2016 season opener.

“It's not a region game, but it's important for us to go out and
set the tone for what we're going to do,” he said. “They jumped
on us last year and surprised us ... They had a good team. They
ended up, I believe, in the second or third round of the playoffs.”

The Lions also cross paths with their former coach in a Class
1A, Region 4 battle with Donoho.

“We always look forward to playing Donoho regardless, and
that’s not going to be any different,” Holliday said. “We’re going
to (approach) it the same way. It’s a rival game. We always love to
play them. It's going to be exciting. I think the fans are going to
enjoy it, and I think the players are going to enjoy it”

Victory Christian senior quarterback Harrison Cheatwood
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Victory Christian

didn’t seem fazed at the prospect of seeing Sanders on the
opposite sideline.

“He’s not strapping up, so I'm not too worried about it
Cheatwood said. “I mean, I'm just going to go out there and I'm
going to play. Of course, it’s in the back of your mind, but 'm not
dwelling on it. It's going to be fun just because it's Donoho, so
it’s not really a concern. He did good things
here, but I'm not concerned about it”

With perennial powerhouse Wadley
ruling the roost in the region, Victory
Christian typically finds itself in a scramble
with Ragland, Winterboro and Talladega
County Central to determine the pecking
order. The Lions finished fifth in the region
at 5-5.

“Normally, it'll come down to us getting
a win against one of those three teams
in order to make the playoffs, but we’re
looking forward to that, every single Friday
night going out and playing (with) the best
absolute effort (we can). I believe if the guys
do that, and we do that every week, the sky’s
the limit for us. Wadley is obviously the cream of the crop. They
haven’t lost a region game yet (in our region).”

Holliday said the Lions will run multiple defenses in 2017.

“We work out of the 3-5,” he said. “I think we can do a lot of
stuff out of it. We might come out in a four- or five-man front.
We can do just about anything with our defense.”

While he wouldn’t unveil any specific wrinkles, Holliday said
the offense has been tweaked during the offseason.

past,” he said. “I'm not going to elaborate much on it, but its
going to be a little different. We definitely plan to be physical.
We're not a big team, and athletically, we're probably middle-of-
the-road, but what we've got everybody else doesn't have as far as
attitude, effort and the want-to to play. ”

Among the 13 seniors the Lions lost from the 2016 is wide
receiver David Smith and tight end Ethan
Carlisle.

“Every senior we lose is vital to us)
Holliday said. “There’s not a senior that
comes out of this place that doesn’t
contribute in some way or another, so all
those guys are equally important. Were
obviously going to miss the production.
Harrison, 'm sure, is going to miss the
receiver targets we had, but we've got some
guys coming on, some guys who can catch
the football. I think after we get them
settled down after the first couple games,
we'll be able to put up yardage passing just
as we have always”

Cheatwood said the team’s attention to
detail has improved as the Lions look to get back to the playoffs.

“We’re working hard in here,” he said. “Some of the guys (and
I) have talked about it, and our goal is try to win one game per
week. That’s our main goal, just take it one game at a time. We're
just thinking about Sumiton right now, but we’re working to give
the glory to God. That’s what we’re striving to do. I think we’re
just about all on the same page, so if we all come together, I think
we'll be good”

“It’s going to be a little different than what you've seen in the

BRODIE HOLLIDAY
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SPOTLIGHT

Who’s your favorite football
player (college or professional), and
why?

J.J. Watt because he’s just a beast.
He’s dominating on the field and he’s a
good man, respectable.

What is your greatest football
moment, at any level?

Probably the pick I had against
Ragland my sophomore year that helped
put the game away.

What are your post-high school
plans?

To go to college. If I play college
football, that’s great, but if I don’t, ’'m
going to minor in business and major in
maybe sports medicine or something of
that sort.

What are you looking forward to

the most this season?

Making the most of it and not
having any regrets about not playing my
hardest or playing every game, every
day, giving everything I have.

What’s the best and worst part of
fall camp?

The worst part is probably the heat.
The best part is the excitement that you
get to start the season off and what you
do there prepares you for the games that
are ahead.

What values has your coach
worked to instill in you and your
teammates?

Being good Godly men, being good
Godly parents, functioning in society
and not being hooligans. Being good
Christian leaders in whatever we do.
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- Hammertoes

- Heel Pain . _
-In gr(}wn TDEIlaiIS Dr. Robert Russell Dr. James Bowman  Dr. Stewart Pierson
- Corns, Calluses, Warts

- Sports-related Injuries

- Fractures & Sprains

Podlctry Associates, P.C.

ﬁ/ ﬁa??ﬁf 57 yrears A c;.#jd/@f&J fe?/

9 South Western Ave. Sylacauga (256) 249-2212

000236857R2

Mo representation is made about the quality of podiatry services to be performed ar the expertise of the podiatrists performing such services.
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Victory Christian

ROSTER KEY FACTS

No. Name OVERVIEW

TEAM: Victory Christian
HEAD COACH: Mike Holliday (first year)
Lee Yeager Daniel Slatsky KEY LOSSES: David Smith, Ethan Carlisle, Wyatt Coss
KEY RETURNERS: Harrison Cheatwood, Brodie Holliday
Harrison Cheatwood Ashton Love BASE OFFENSE: Multiple BASE DEFENSE: 3-5/Multiple

Juan Tall
Pate Cheatwood uan Talley 2016 IN REVIEW

Aaron Jernigan PJ. Holman RECORD: 5-5 POINTS SCORED: 302 POINTS ALLOWED: 329
Michael Venkler Sam Mrashvkoskey

Abraham Sargent Brodie Holliday

Chase Staples Cage Jackson

Ty Chastoen Conor Staniey Aug. 25 at Sumiton Christian, 7 p.m. Sept. 29 vs. Coosa Christian, 7 p.m.
Cody Callahan Nathan Bean Sept. 1 at Alabama School Oct. 6 at Ragland, 7 p.m.

for the Deaf, 7 p.m. Oct 13 vs. Wadley, 7 p.m.
Sept. 8 at Donoho, 7 p.m. Oct 27 vs. Winterboro, 7 p.m.

[saac Warren Creed Cline

Brantley Bonner Giifin Staples Sept. 15 at Appalachian, 7 p.m. Nov. 3 vs. Vincent, 7 p.m.

Tanner Aldridge Sept. 22 vs. Talladega Co. Central, 7 p.m.

GOLDEN RULE. )Y erees®
R WINNER FOR SURE

1700 Martin St N., Pell City,

BBQ Plates *Ribs *Brisket
*Chicken *Steak *Fish & Seafood
Sandwiches and Desserts

| Check U OullOMisee.
o= lvwwgmmegrub’c?m/rgoldenr leb
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TOWN & COUNTRY

Lets see what happens
when preparation meets
opportunity.

& ,

- : »

Good Luck for a Winning Season
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2017 FORD MUSTANG 2017 FORD EXPLORER 2017 Ford F-150

Pell City, AL “Experience Our Award Winning Attitude” Pell City, AL
205-338-9463 . 205-338-9463
1-20 « Exit 158 © Hwy 231 Pe||C|I'yFord.com 1-20 o Exit 158 © Hwy 231
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Winterboro

BULLDOGS

CLASS 1A
REGION 4

Winterboro looking to improve on improvement in 2017

By SHANE DUNAWAY

For four years, Winterboro head football coach Alan Beckett
has invested his efforts in building up the Bulldogs program.

Gradual improvements from zero wins, to four wins, to back-
to-back six-win seasons, with the latter
bringing Winterboro its first playoff berth
since 2012, create increased expectations
for Beckett’s squad.

“In the beginning, we were trying to
learn how to care,” Beckett said. “Then,
we had to learn how to get competitive
when we get into games. Now, let’s get into
adversity. We talked adversity endlessly,
whether it’s tied, (we're) behind or things
don’t go right, in the beginning, wed shut
down. We've gotten to where we've come
(back) from being down 17-0 and people
don’t realize how big a goal that is for us
just to continue to keep playing in 7-0s and
being behind”

Beckett said now the challenge is finding
a way to win against a solid slate of opponents in Class 1A,
Region 4.

“You look at Wadley that went (9-0) in the regular season
and Ragland is coming back with high numbers and working
really hard, a playoff Top 10 kind of team,” he said. “(Talladega
County Central) I think has three or four guys thats as good
as (anybody) in our region. Then, you've got Victory Christian
with a quarterback that I think is the best -- as far as throwing
quarterback, pocket quarterback -- in 1A.
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“It’s a tough region, so you've got to find a way week-by-
week to get fired up, really understand that team and stay with
the plan. It’s a competitive league, and you've got to look at it
again as a marathon and not a sprint”

With busy spring schedules for several of his athletes,
Beckett said getting ready for summer was
a bit hectic.

“We gave them the first part of the
summer off and let the guys focus on other
sports in June because I think you can hit
a wall later in the year;” he said. “It’s been a
good turnout. I've only had a couple guys
I've had to chase, and that’s a good thing.
They've wanted to be there. Were ready
to go”

“I think it was our best winter workout
we've had by far, and I just don’t throw that
around loosely,” Beckett said. “That was
one of the things I got excited about ...
But we're starting to win a lot in the weight
room, so I'm proud of that. That’s a good
sign, and it just takes us to the next step”

Twymon’s replacement for 2017 will be one of his former
targets, Omar Dobbins, who'll make the transition from wide
receiver to quarterback. So far, Beckett said the move has bode
well for the Bulldogs, who plan to capitalize on Dobbins’ ability
to extend plays and break big runs.

“He had a really good spring game,” Beckett said. “He had
two touchdowns, one of them was a long run and he handled
what were doing really well. He’s always (asking), ‘How can I
get better?” I would look up even during baseball games and I
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Winterboro

SPOTLIGHT

Who’s
football player (college or
professional), and why?

your favorite

My favorite NFL player is
Cam Robinson because I play
left tackle in high school and
he taught me a lot of things.
Right now, I’'m moved to right
tackle, and when he was at his
combine, he told the scouts and
stuff he’d be willing to play any
position that’d help the team
be successful, and that kind of
helped me.

What
football moment, at any level?
football
moment was when [ first started

is your greatest
My  favorite

playing on varsity. I made my
first tackle against Childersburg,
and the whole team was looking
at me. | kind of got happy about
that.

What are your post-high
school plans?

I plan to play college ball at
anywhere that offers me, but my
main thing is to get my degree. At
the end of the day, I want to get a
degree, be successful and I want
to manage in sports management
so I can be successful and help
my family in every way that [
can.

What are you looking
forward to the most this
season?

We want to win as many
region games as we can, and [
want to also go to the playoffs. I
want to go out of my senior year
with a bang, have a nice season
and be successful.

What are some of your
interests outside of your sport?

I like to work out. I like to
fish and wash cars and stuff. [
like to be with my family a lot.

How does playing multiple
sports help you in football?

It helped me conditioning-
wise because in basketball, you
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RJ BURNS

have to run. We do that in the
summer also. Also, in track, I do
the shot put, but I also have to
stay conditioned. That’s what the
coaches want us to do so we can
stay conditioned for the spring
game and stay in shape.

What’s your first thought
when you get ready to run
through the banner for the first
time?

My first thought this year is
going to be this is my last year,
so I want to go out there with
pride and be the first one to run
out there.

What’s the best and worst
part of fall camp?

I think the worst part is
running and getting back in shape
because in the summertime, we
run, but we don’t run as much ...
The best part is just being able
to bond with my team and going
into practice.

What values has your
coach worked to instill in you
and your teammates?

Basically how to become a
young man and how to care, but
most of all, we want to win. You
want to do everything it takes to
win, succeed at the next level and
be a young man.

Aug. 25 vs. Keith, 7 p.m.

Sept. 8 at Isabella, 7 p.m.

Sept. 15vs. Donoho, 7 p.m.
Sept. 22 vs. Appalachian, 7 p.m.
Sept. 29 vs. Fayetteville, 7 p.m.

N .:hx
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Helping manage risk, recovery and realizing your dreams.

~ ROSTER

Cam Borden 25
David Cook 30
Isaiah Scott 33
Luke Wheeler 51
Omar Dobbins 54
Nyjavion Brown 55
Shaun Vincent 57
Jake Travis 58
Clay Twymon 61
Centorre Smoot 64
Jadion Swain 68
Cordarius Swain 73
Anthony Curry 77
Isaiah McKenzie 75
Kaleb Hale 88

KEY FACTS

OVERVIEW
TEAM: Winterboro
HEAD COACH: Alan Beckett (fifth year)

KEY LOSSES: Khalil Keith, Clay Twymon, Marcus McMeans
KEY RETURNERS: Kaleb Hale, Omar Dobbins, RJ Burns
BASE OFFENSE: Multiple
BASE DEFENSE: 3-4/Multiple

Zay Bunt
Dawson Mosley
Desmond Battle
Justus Garrett
Desmick Walker
John Costner
Brody Hamm
Chase Rhoddam
Myles Machen
Khalil Keith

Tim Johnson

RJ Burns

Ty Swain

Jason Geise
David Cook

2016 IN REVIEW
RECORD: 6-5 POINTS SCORED: 246 POINTS ALLOWED: 330

SCHEDULE

Oct. 6 at Talladega Co. Central, 7 p.m.
Oct 13 at Ragland, 7 p.m.

Oct 20 vs. Wadley, 7 p.m.

Oct 27 at Victory Christian, 7 p.m.
Nov. 2 vs. Talladega, 7 p.m.

Good Luck All Area Football Teams! ¥’

Wishing you all a winning season! 3 ~

Albia Steers
STATE FARM® INSURANCE AGENT

Sl <& StateFarm'

B 1 . 1010 N Broadway Avenue

Sylacauga, AL 35150-2162

256-245-6061




Winterboro

would see him staying.

“I saw one night, I looked around and his mother had the car
lights on so he could see. He was out there going through drills,
running stadiums and doing different things”

Brody Hamm and Nyjavion Brown both are in play to slide into
the middle linebacker spot McMeans held on defense.

“Hamm is a younger guy, but he’s got a chance to be a really
good one,” Beckett said. “Brown has always been an outside guy.
We're making those guys more of A to C guys, who are inside
pluggers and having other guys play space”

The Bulldogs also bring back R] Burns, who'll likely step into
Keith's slot at right tackle.

“He’s going on his third year as a starter on the offensive line,”
Beckett said. “He’s going to play even more defensively. He wanted
to be a defensive guy first from Day One, but now he’ll get that
time to start on both sides ... 'm hoping for R] to have a big year.
He’s bigger, he’s put on weight, he’s eating right and he’s in the best
condition he’s ever been in. We're looking forward to his year”

Burns, who filled in for Jason Geise at left tackle for the
Bulldogs in 2016, said he learned a lot from Geise and Keith.

“When (Jason) got hurt, he was still there every day, so that
kind of motivated me to be there every day when I got hurt,
Burns said. “T learned a lot from Khalil because he had a good
pass rushing set. I learned that from him because he was the best
at it. I feel like I've got to be a leader this year because we've got a
lot of young guys on the team, so I feel like they’ve got to look up
to me if they’ve got a question on a play. I feel like I'll be there to
help guide them?”

Dobbins said he’s looking forward to the opportunity to lead
Winterboro to even greater heights.

“I feel like we have something to prove,” he said. “We're a very
overlooked football team as far as talent. Everyone that beat us
last year, I want to go back and beat them. I just want the chance
to win”

Formerly Colonial Motors

236-362- 2271

WE SERVICE ALL
MAKES & MODELS!

ENNLEY AUTOMOTIV

411 East St. N., Talladega

Shane & Raechel Denney

2012 Ford
F-150

2014 Mercedes

521900

2000 Jeep
Wrangler Sahara

2006 Lexus
ES 350

58,990

*Price plus tax, title and DOC fee
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NEW YEAR.
NEW TEAMS.. -,
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Munford

Pell City

The main focus is making us better men, good
fathers, better Christians, not just football
players. Life is not just about the game of
football, it is about can you be a better
person once you get past high school and
college. -- Tanner Reeves, Munford
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Freigz;ht9

Warehousing & Logistics

Streamline your operations with Heritage Freight - an
industry leader in material management, logistics,
and comprehensive transportation services with
proven accuracy, flexibility, and on-time delivery.

Talladega
I

We had an embarrassment when we went to
Montgomery Academy and we are not going
to forget it. They might as well get ready
because we are going to be ready. That right
there is going to happen. -- B.B. Comer coach
Mike Battles Sr. H

STORAGE  yemw
CONTAINERS [oiil
FOR RENT
LEASE-TO-OWN =2
LOWEST PRICES! .

Delivery Available - Call for Pricing

1215 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Highway, Sylacauga, AL

256-245-2488

ﬂ I TC Centcal
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Giving glory to Him and being an example to
all the people that come out here and watch
the games. That's what we do. -- Brodie Holli-
day, Victory Christian

Munord

It is a good feeling, football season is finally here.
It is just a great feeling. -- TCC’s Kylen Cross

My first thought is I hope the other players’
mommas aren’t looking whenever we're out there,
because they’re about to get destroyed. -- Chase
Carlee, CVA
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Our expectations are high but our goal is to be the

best Munford team that we can possibly be. If we do

that we will have a chance for an excellent season. --
Munford coach Bill Smith \

Winterboro

Maybe it is me, but I don’t think we are going to
play many teams that are going to be as talented
as us, so I have to figure out what the problem is.
What do we have to do to have the type of season
that we need to have, because it is not talent. --
TCC coach Chris Mahand

¢
Sylacauga
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year because we don’t want

“We’re a very overlooked
football team as far as
talent. Everyone that beat us
last year, I want to go back
and beat them.” -- Omar
Dobbins, Winterboro QB

hard in practice. I want our
' motto to be ‘Unselfish’ as a
team.” -- Payton Stults, ASD \
Childersburg » - | \ \
" " i Wl o

“I want to see everyone work Ll !
I

“The biggest thing, and this
is to these seniors, is you
don’t get another one.” --
Dane Reece, CVA

“To get two wins last year
helped leading into this

to have that bad taste in

our mouths once, at all.” --
Chase Carlee, CVA

Lincoln

“It’s just the thrill. The
thrill, you can’t put it in
words. It just puts you in the
moment. You're just ready

to go there and knock heads
out of the way.” -- Ron Do-
thard, Talladega

“Some of the guys (and I)
have talked about it, and
our goal is try to win one
game per week.” -- Harrison
Cheatwood, Victory Christian
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Honda Manufacturing of Alabama has built a |0t of happiness
into the all-new 2018 Qdyssey minivan. In fact, we could go
on and on about the new Magic Slide Seat]” CabinWatch and
CabinTalk technologies, the built-in vacuum cleaner and a
hoslt of safety and comfort features — all designed to keep
the whole family happy.

But what's not listed on the window sticker is the pride of
our team of 4, 500 associates. Because our dedication 1o
delivering only the best for our customers is a standard feature
in every vehicle and engine we build in Lincoln, Alabama.

The window
sticker can’t quite
cover everything
we’ve put into it.

HONDA

Honda Manufacturing of Alabama

HondaAlabama.com

@HondaAlabama

000236164r1



