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Kymulga Grist Mill is Talladega County’s oldest industrial building.

By BILL KIMBER
Home assistant editor

Returning Kymulga Grist Mill to its historic glory 
is the goal of the Childersburg Historic Preservation 
Commission, and step by step the group is making 
progress in stabilizing what’s certainly Talladega County’s 
oldest industrial building.

Construction of the mill was started in about 1860 
by Confederate Army Capt. Forney, who died before the 
mill was complete. His widow allowed the contractor, 
G.E. Morris of South Carolina, to complete the mill, and 
it started operating about 1864.

Morris was building three other mills at the same 
time, but those mills were burned by Union soldiers 
during the Civil War.

Forney eventually sold the mill to James Baker, who 
owned it for many years, according to the mill’s website, 
kymulgagristmill.com.

Baker sold it to a dentist, Dr. Hurd, who sold it to 
John L Carter in 1949. Carter operated it as an active 
mill until it was sold in October 1973 to Ed Donahoo.

Wood to build the structure, which is three stories 
tall on the front and four on the back, was cut from the 
mountains across the creek, the website says. The covered 
bridge a few hundred feet upstream from the mill was 
also built in 1860, providing access to the Georgia Road, 
a Native American trade route used by frontiersmen and 
settlers coming into the area.

But time has taken a toll on the 150-year-old mill, as 
the water of Talladega Creek has eaten away at the build-
ing’s foundation.

America’s longest continuously operating mill of its 
kind, Kymulga Grist Mill closed in 2012 when officials 
realized the severity of the foundation’s condition and set 
about to stabilize it.

“We’re building a steel platform to hold up the 
mill,” said Gene Piatkowski, a member of the Historic 
Preservation Commission. “If we keep it from falling 
in the creek, then we can reopen it and restore it. We’re 
basically building a table of steel with six legs going down 
to the ground.”

Local businesses Reeson Welding and Maintenance, 
Peoples Sanitation and Conn Equipment have donated 
untold amounts of labor and support to the project, and 
structural steel has been fabricated to build the support 
table.

Most of the work to stabilize the foundation is being 
done by volunteers who do the work in their spare 

Returning grist mill to its historic glory

See Kymulga, Page 3A
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time, “so we can’t push too hard,” Piatkowski said. Some 
emergency repairs were done last month, though, when 
the rain-swollen creek washed away two external supports, 
causing the floor of the mill to drop a few inches. 

“We had this emergency and they responded quickly to 
get it done,” Piatkowski said.

Weather and free labor permitting, “Our realistic 
objective is to hope to get it finished this summer. We 
appreciate everything they do. They have priorities, but 
we’re just blessed that we have people in the neighborhood 
who are willing to donate their time and talent.”

Piatkowski said the mill ran on water power into the 
1970s, but something got out of square in the turbine that 
caused the building to rattle, so electric power has been 
used to run the mill in recent decades.

“It would be nice to go in there and put it all back 
together like it originally was,” Piatkowski said.

He said it would be an ongoing project that may take 
forever to reassemble the system of conveyors that brought 
corn from storage under what’s now the store up to the 
husking machine, which would take it off the cob, then up 
a lift to a cleaning machine that separated the corn from 
the chaff, sending the corn to the grinders and outputting 
the meal to hoppers for bagging.

Meanwhile, Piatkowski is putting the final touches on 
a state tourism brochure about the mill.

“We’ve been doing a few cosmetic things, but it’s all set 
to go to the printers,” he said.

CHPC got a state grant of about $1,600 to cover half 
the cost of printing 15,000 brochures. A fourth of them 
will be placed in welcome centers around the state, and the 
remainder will be available for mill guests.

Piatkowski is excited about reopening the mill after the 
foundation is repaired.

“People want to see the mill,” he said. “There are a lot 
of historical things. There’s some handwriting on the walls 
from the original owner who designed the thing.”

He said he’s been told there used to be another corn 
storage structure on the right side of the mill, equal to the 
building where the mill store is located on the left. “Trains 
would stop and unload corn to the mill, and one of the 
turbines pumped water into a tank to fill up the steam 
engines’ water tanks. There was a derailment in 1909 or so 
where a freight car ran into that part of the building and 
demolished it, and they never rebuilt it.”

CHPC uses the annual Grits Festival and a 5K run 
to raise money for the ongoing restoration effort, and 
donations are always welcome. The organization also 
makes money for continued preservation and operation 
of the mill park by selling grits, corn meal, souvenirs and 
T-shirts.

The city of Childersburg bought the mill, which is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places, in 2011.

CHPC members say the city has put considerable 
effort into clearing trees out of the creek to help the 
flow of the creek, clearing the trails and improving the 
campgrounds on the site with new plumbing and wiring.

For more information about the mill and park, visit 
kymulgagristmill.com.

Contact Bill Kimber at bkimber@dailyhome.com
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TOP Trails provides 
fun and adventure for 
people who like rid-
ing four-wheelers and 
motorcycles.

Wide
variety
of riding
options
at TOP
Trails
By ELSIE HODNETT
Home staff writer

A site which played a 
role providing ammunition 
for America’s World War II 
effort now provides miles 
of fun and adventure for 
people who enjoy riding 
four-wheelers and motor-
cycles.

“TOP Trails offers a 
unique and wide variety of 
riding conditions for many 
different kinds of vehicles 
and riding styles,” said 
TOP Trails park director 
Wes Pope.

The Coosa River/Brecon 
Annex property was deed-
ed to Talladega County in 
2003. In 2011, the land 
was given to the cities of 
Lincoln and Talladega to 
build a park. The land was 
renamed TOP Trails and 
is governed by the Public 
Park Authority of the cities 
of Talladega and Lincoln, 
formed for that purpose.

“Our board of directors 
is appointed by the city 
councils of both cities,” 
Pope said.

About a 20-minute 
drive off I-20 between 
Birmingham and Atlanta, 
TOP Trails covers 2,800 
acres. 

“There are 132 bun-
kers on the land,” Pope 
said. “Some are used for 
maintenance, and we have 
some available for lease on 
a yearly basis to store tents, 
four-wheelers, etc. The 
bunkers can’t be used for 

habitation.”
Pope said in 2011, the 

park had about 50 miles of 
trails for off-highway vehi-
cles (OHV). 

“TOP Trails currently 
has about 80 to 90 miles of 
OHV trails for all kinds of 
riding styles, from beginner 
to expert,” he said. “We 
also have 14 miles of single 
track trails for dirt bikes.”

Archery ranges and 
primitive camping sites are 
also available.

The TOP Trails OHV 
trail systems are designed 
for ATVs, dirt bikes, dual 
sports, mountain bikes and 
ROHVs (side-by-sides and 
UTV). 

“Three-wheeled ATVs 
are not allowed on the 
property,” Pope said. “Jeeps, 

See TOP, Page 4B
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4x4s, rock crawlers and trucks are also not allowed on the 
trail systems we have now, but we are hoping to design 
trails for those vehicles in the future.”

The off-road trails for bikes and quads offer a chal-
lenging ride that winds through thousands of acres on 
the old Coosa River/Brecon Annex property.

TOP Trails is closed Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, and runs normal operating hours the rest 
of the week and on holidays. 

“Gates are open at 6:30 a.m. Thursday and stay open 
around the clock until 10 p.m. Sunday night,” Pope said. 
“You can ride all night if you want. We are the only ones 
to offer this that I’m aware of.”

Individual admission is $10. There is a family mem-
bership plan to cover year-round admission. The mem-
bership is $150 for the first family member, $100 for the 
second and $75 for each additional family member over 
age 11. Children under 11 are admitted for free.

Contact Elsie Hodnett at ehodnett@dailyhome.com.
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Work at Veterans Park in Talladega was a long time coming, but it was well worth the wait.

By CHRIS NORWOOD
Home staff writer

For many, this year’s Independence Day observance 
in Talladega was also the debut of the newly, thoroughly 
renovated Veterans Park. 

The city’s main park and much of the surrounding 
streets had been closed for the better part of a year while 
work was ongoing. It was briefly reopened for the 2014 

Memorial Day observance, and then closed back down 
to complete the new lighting and a handful of items on 
the punch list.

There was a ribbon cutting ceremony after work 
was complete, but for most people, July 4 was their 
first taste of the renovations, and the impressions were 
uniformly positive.

Veterans Park new and improved

See Park, Page 5A
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Talladega City Council 
President Donnie Miller 
pointed out that many cit-
izens had been critical of 
the money spent on the 
project and the inconve-
nience caused by the clos-
ings, but all of that had 
gone by the wayside after 
the Fourth. He said some 
people had apologized for 
early criticism after seeing 
the finished product.

The work had been a 
long time coming. Erosion 
was eating away at the main 
drainage ditch through the 
center of the park, and 
was beginning to take 
some of the fencing along 
with it, creating a safety 
hazard. According to City 
Manager Brian Muenger, 
the project also included 
adding a new prefabricat-
ed pedestrian bridge, new 
culverts, a walking track, 
additional parking, new 
landscaping, buried util-
ities and more efficient 
LED lighting as well as the 
drainage improvements.

Several roads had to be 
relocated, and mounds of 
dirt up to 15 feet wide 
had to be dealt with before 
the park reopened to the 
public.

Muenger said the ren-
ovations had been a topic 
of discussion since at 
least 2007. The engineer-
ing firm of Neel-Schaffer 
designed an overall renova-
tion project, which was bid 
in 2010, but proved far too 
expensive. The city opted 
instead to break the project 
up into phases and handle 
as much of the work as 
possible in-house.

The first phase involved 
the relocation of an 
18-inch sewer line. The 
line also had to be buried 
below grade so that none 
of the other projects in 
the park would interfere 
with it.

The remaining work 
was bid out in 2012, with 
Waites Construction win-
ing the bid for major con-
struction. There were also 
several other major con-
tributors to the renovation, 
including Graham Davis, 
who built new pavilions 
for the park; Alabama 
Power, which awarded 
a $1,000 “Good Roots” 
grant for landscaping as 
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From Page 4A well as volunteer labor; 

and the energy efficiency 
company WRATT, which 
provided the LED lights.

Purchasing director 
Terry Hanner oversaw the 
project and Community 
Appearance Director Mitch 
Bast, Parks and Recreation 
Director Stacy Jones and 
Public Works Director 
Karen Phillips and their 
respective employees all 
contributed to the new 
park.

In spite of losing 100 
construction days to rain 
and wet weather, the proj-
ect proceeded largely on 
time and was completed in 
less than one year, Muenger 
said.

Contact Chris Norwood 
at cnorwood@dailyhome.
com.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Erosion was eating away at the main drainage ditch through the center of Veterans Park, which 
is no longer a problem.
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New
things
to do in
Lincoln
By ELSIE HODNETT
Home staff writer

Local residents have 
a variety of recreation-
al opportunities, and in 
Lincoln, two new ones are 
the BirdieBall golf course 
and the Blue Eye Creek 
Fishing Trail.

“Our BirdieBall golf 
course, which opened 
in April, is being used,” 
Lincoln Parks and 
Recreation Department 
Director Roben Duncan 
said. “And we have some 
nonprofit organizations 
interested in hosting tour-
nament fundraisers there.”

The BirdieBall golf 
course, located at Lincoln 
Park, is the first of its kind 
in Alabama. BirdieBalls are 
napkin ring-shaped golf 
balls made of a super poly-
mer that is highly durable. 
BirdieBalls travel about 40 
yards with a 5-iron, and 
players can add or take 
away one or two yards per 
club.

“The city of 
Montgomery has contact-
ed us and is thinking of 
creating a BirdieBall golf 
course,” Duncan said.

Only BirdieBalls may 
be used at the Lincoln 
BirdieBall golf course. The 
course is free to play. An 
honor box by the entrance 
allows players to donate to 
assist with the upkeep of 
the course, and score cards 

See Lincoln, Page 6A



are available with the course 
layout on the back.

BirdieBall golfers tee off 
like in regular golf. The 
swing and chip is the same 
stroke pattern, but there is 
no putting. Golfers chip 
into a 1-foot radius white 
circle around the flag.

The BirdieBalls travel 
far enough to show ball 
flight, but short enough 
so they are easily retriev-
able. They are designed 
for more hang time, which 
helps new golfers learn the 
game or experienced golfers 
improve their skills.

Lincoln’s BirdieBall golf 
course features sand traps, 
dog-leg right holes and 
water hazards. BirdieBalls 
float so they’re easy to 
retrieve.

The city of Lincoln is 
the only authorized deal-
er of BirdieBall equipment 
in Alabama. BirdieBalls 
are three for $10. Strike 
pads, which simulate tak-
ing a divot, are $25. The 
velocity tees, which set the 
BirdieBall in a perfect posi-
tion for a driver or 3-wood 
so you can practice drives, 
are $15. 

All are available for pur-
chase at the Lincoln Park 
House on Magnolia Street, 
the Lincoln City Center 
and the concession stand at 
Lincoln Park.

Golfers may use their 
own clubs or clubs are 
available for rent at the 
same locations. A standard 
golfer could probably com-
plete the course in an hour 
to an hour and a half.

Lincoln Parks and 
Recreation Athletic 
Director Wesley Yoder said 
the course can essentially be 
played with three clubs — a 
driver, pitching wedge and 
5-iron.

“It hooks and slices like 
a regular golf ball,” he said. 
“And it’s a lot of fun to 
play.”

Duncan said the Blue 
Eye Creek Fishing Trail, 
which opened in May, has 
also been very popular.

“The fishing trail is 
being used on a daily basis, 
with people fishing or 
enjoying lunch under the 
pavilion,” she said. 

The Blue Eye Creek 
Fishing Trail is located in 
old downtown Lincoln 
along both sides of Blue 
Eye Creek and is hand-
icapped accessible. The 
creek is 3 to 6 feet deep in 
some places and 8 to 10 in 
others.

“I wanted a place where 
kids in wheelchairs would 
have the ability to fish the 
same way other kids can,” 
former Lincoln Mayor Lew 
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The Blue Eye Creek Fishing Trail is in downtown Lincoln along both sides of Blue Eye Creek. It is handicapped accessible.

Watson said.
Watson proposed the 

idea 40 years ago, and con-
tinued to pursue the goal 
during his tenure as mayor. 
Current Mayor Bud Kitchin 
and the City Council con-
tinued the project and saw 
it through to its opening. 

The Blue Eye Creek 
Fishing Trail has five fish-
ing stations – two concrete 
and three wooden – on 
both sides of the creek. 
The stations are set up to 
go straight down into the 
water, without overhangs 

that could cause tangled 
fishing lines.

“We feed the fish there 
twice a day,” Duncan said. 
“People are catching catfish, 
bream and crappie, but we 
haven’t seen or heard of 
anyone catching bass yet. 
We’ve even had a few kay-
akers come through.”

A pedestrian bridge 
crosses Blue Eye Creek. A 
concrete sidewalk approx-
imately 10 feet wide and 
3,500 feet long winds 

between the creek and an 
old seed warehouse provid-
ing access to the fishing 
stations. A pavilion with 
amphitheater seating pro-
vides a venue for perfor-
mances. 

“We held the last two 
Movie in the Park events 
under the pavilion, and 
the people loved it,” 
Duncan said. “People have 
also rented the facility, and 
we get compliments on it 
all the time.”

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

The BirdieBall golf course is the first of its 
kind in Alabama.

Brian Schoenhals/The Daily Home

A pedestrian bridge crosses Blue Eye Creek. A concrete sidewalk winds 
between the creek and an old seed warehouse providing access to fishing 
stations.
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Marksmanship Park place for whole family
By ELSIE HODNETT
Home staff writer

The Civi l ian 
Marksmanship Program’s 
$20 million marksman-
ship range in Talladega 
County is under construc-
tion, with an anticipated 
first event in June 2015.

“The CMP Talladega 
Marksmanship Park is 
much more than just 
a range,” said Mark 
Johnson, deputy chief 
operating officer for the 
CMP. “We want to make 
it where the whole family 
can come out and enjoy 
events, whether they 
are shooting in them or 
watching.”

Chartered by Congress 
in 1903, the CMP has 
dedicated itself to training 
and educating U.S. citi-
zens in the responsible use 
of firearms and air guns, 
with a focus on youth.

CMP Business 
Development Officer Jim 
Townsend said that in 
2012 the CMP acquired 
approximately 500 acres 
a few miles south of the 
Talladega Superspeedway.

“There were several fac-
tors that led us to this 
property,” Townsend said. 

Townsend said the 
property is close to the 
CMP’s Anniston location, 
and there is a large pop-
ulation of shooters with-
in 300 miles of the new 
range.

“Although there are 
many shooting ranges in 
this area, most only offer 
one discipline of shooting 
such as shotgun or only 
have a 25-yard range,” he 
said. “The CMP Talladega 
Marksmanship Park will 
be a multi-discipline 
range encompassing shot-
gun, rifle and pistol. We 
will have three different 
shotgun venues, two rifle 
venues and multiple pistol 

An aerial view of the $20 million marksmanship range under construc-
tion in Talladega County.

venues.”
The CMP Talladega 

Marksmanship Park will 
include a 200/300/600-
yard range with 50 posi-
tions, a 100-yard rifle 
range with 50 positions, a 
50-yard pistol range with 
40 positions, a 50-foot 
pistol range with 20 posi-
tions, three 50-yard pis-
tol bays, 12 25-yard pis-
tol bays, and a 15-station 
sporting clays range and 
trap field with 5-stand 
overlay.

The facility will be 
open for daily use and will 
provide firearms safety and 
marksmanship classes for a 
broad spectrum of partici-
pants, with an emphasis 
on youth. CMP will also 
host several major regional 

and national marksman-
ship competitions at the 
new facility annually.

Johnson said the test 
range was built in June 
2012 after the perime-
ter fencing was complet-
ed. Contractors began 
the earthmoving phase 
December 2013, during 
which approximate-
ly 600,000 cubic yards 
of dirt had to be moved 
around on site, not trans-
ported in or out.

As of July, the earth-
moving is about 95 per-
cent complete and is 
expected to be finished 
this month.

The second phase 
includes construction 
of the CMP Talladega 
Marksmanship Park 

Clubhouse, which got 
under way in June 2014.

When completed, the 
clubhouse will be 13,000 
square feet with two large 
multi-purpose classrooms, 
CMP personnel offices 
and a store with range 
supplies, CMP memo-
rabilia, clothing, safety 
equipment, ammunition 
and more.

A covered presentation 
area will separate the club-
house east and west wings, 
where awards ceremonies 
will be held overlooking 
the range. The east and 
west concourses will fea-
ture large sitting and view-
ing areas with monitors 
displaying the shooting 
events in real time.

“You can view the 

shooting matches from 
inside or outside in the 
clubhouse, which sits 30 
feet above the 600-yard 
range floor,” Johnson said. 
“This lets viewers watch 
the matches in comfort in 
real time or relax between 
matches. It also makes it 
more feasible for com-
petitors to compete in 
multiple matches with a 
place for some down time 
in comfort. We will also 
have multiple large lead-
erboards to show scores as 
they change.”

Townsend said all 

shooters on the 600-yard, 
100-yard and 50-yard pis-
tol ranges will have cov-
ered firing positions, with 
spectator areas behind 
each firing shed.

“There is no pit duty,” 
he said. “No one goes for-
ward of the firing line, 
which eliminates people 
movement and the time it 
takes, helping matches run 
much more efficiently and 
in a much more time-effi-
cient manner.”

CMP officials expect 
substantial completion of 

See Range, Page 10A
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Sylaward Trail provides nearly 15 miles of 
finely manicured paths through National Forest 
Service land. The trail is ideal for mountain bik-
ing,  hiking or running, and offers scenie views 
of the lake and mountains.

Sylaward Trail ‘a hidden 
gem’ for hiking, biking
By EMILY McLAIN

In the woods around Lake Howard is a natural trea-
sure for Sylacauga residents and visitors from around the 
southeast alike.

The Sylaward Trail provides nearly 15 miles of finely 
manicured paths through National Forest Service land. 
The trail is ideal for mountain biking, hiking or running 
and offers scenic views of the lake, mountains and a vari-
ety of natural flora and fauna.

“I would say it is a hidden gem in the area,” said Perry 
Clerk, a member of Cyclists of Greater Sylacauga, the 
volunteer group that maintains the trail. “A lot of people 
aren’t aware that the trail is there, and we’ve tried to pro-
mote it. It gets more usage from people that live outside 
of Sylacauga. We’re doing some upgrades now that will 
hopefully make it more appealing for local residents, as 
well as out out-of-town visitors.”

Online rankings list Sylaward Trail as the No. 2 trail 
in the state, right behind Oak Mountain. Clark estimates 
that about 1,500 people per year use the trail, which fea-
tures multiple loops that can be combined for a short or 
long hike or bike ride. 

“We have never tracked the exact number of people 
that visit, but I would say around 1,500, and that is 
probably a low estimate, because we hold a couple big 
events out there every year,” Clark said. “Any time you 

go, there are always people there from Birmingham, 
Tuscaloosa, Oxford, Anniston, Montgomery, even some 
from Columbus and Atlanta, Georgia.” 

Two main mountain biking events are held at Sylaward 
Trail each year. The Skyway Epic is usually around June 
and brought about 75 people to Sylacauga this year. It is 
a 65-mile race that goes through the National Forest to 
Bull Gap Mountain, then across the Skyway Motorway to 
Highway 77 and back.

“The race is actually increasing to 100 miles next 
year,” Clark said. “We have people from all over the 
southeast participate. There were couples here this year 
from Louisiana, Texas, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi and 
Tennessee.”

Around August, the Battle at Bill’s Creek bike race 
is held. It consists of multiple laps around the Sylaward 
Trail and is part of the Alabama Mountain Biking series, 
attracting mostly Alabama natives.

See Trail, Page 10A
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TheBlakeHouse

103 East 2nd St., Sylacauga, AL

For information or reservations call:

256-245-4209

Business Meetings
Showers - Wedding Teas

Luncheons - Dinners
Private Parties

It’s Your Event’s 
Ultimate Destination!
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Pell City, AL
205-338-9463

1-20 • Exit 158 • Hwy 231

Pell City, AL
205-338-9463

1-20 • Exit 158 • Hwy 231

“Experience Our Award Winning Attitude”

AlabamaFord.com
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buildings and fixtures to be in place by the end of the 
year, with January and February 2015 open for instal-
lation of equipment and beginning testing. There is a 
projected soft opening in April or May 2015, with the 
first event planned for June 2015.

  “We are truly excited about developing a new facility 
where the CMP will geographically expand its mission 
of teaching respect for firearms, promoting gun safety 
and marksmanship principles,” Johnson said.

Contact Elsie Hodnett at ehodnett@dailyhome.com.

These events, plus 
money collected in a dona-
tion box at the trailhead, 
are the major fundraisers 
that support upkeep of the 
single-track trail. The trail 
lies partially on property 
owned by the Sylacauga 
Utilities Board and on 
National Forest land, and 
the Cyclists of Greater 
Sylacauga, or COGS, pro-
vide maintenance. 

COGS’ 30-plus mem-
bers usually work on 
the trail one weekend a 
month. The group is in 

the middle of an improve-
ment project that includes 
parking upgrades, a chang-
ing shack, a bike wash and 
additions to the picnic 
area at Lake Howard.

“The parking area was 
nonexistent before, so 
we’ve graded it and put a 
gravel base down,” Clark 
said. “We’ve also added a 
changing shack to change 
clothes in, and a bike 
wash area. Those things 
were done through COGS 
fundraising. The city is 
helping us fund the latest 
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Trail
From Page 8A

Range
From Page 7A

buildings and fixtures to be in place 
by the end of the year, with January and 
February 2015 open for installation of 
equipment and beginning testing. There 
is a projected soft opening in April or 
May 2015, with the first event planned 
for June 2015.

“We are truly excited about devel-
oping a new facility where the CMP 
will geographically expand its mission of 
teaching respect for firearms, promoting 
gun safety and marksmanship princi-
ples,” Johnson said.

Contact Elsie Hodnett at ehodnett@
dailyhome.com.

buildings and fixtures to be in place 
by the end of the year, with January and 
February 2015 open for installation of 
equipment and beginning testing. There 
is a projected soft opening in April or 
May 2015, with the first event planned 
for June 2015.

“We are truly excited about devel-
oping a new facility where the CMP 
will geographically expand its mission of 
teaching respect for firearms, promoting 
gun safety and marksmanship princi-
ples,” Johnson said.

Contact Elsie Hodnett at ehodnett@
dailyhome.com.

Online rankings list Sylaward Trail as the No. 2 trail in the state, right behind Oak Mountain. An 
estimated 1,500 people per year use the trail, which features multiple loops that can be combined 
for a short or long hike or bike ride.

improvements, which will 
be refurbishing the picnic 
pavilions and putting in 
new barbecue grills.”

COGS was started by 
a group of local cycling 
enthusiasts, and it took 
off from there. It was this 

group’s idea to approach 
the city with the idea 
for a mountain biking 
trail, and once the Forest 
Service was on board, the 
project was a go, Clark 
said. Construction began 
in late 2008, and the trail 
was open by early 2009.

“The trail was built by 
Trails Unlimited, which 
builds trails all over the 
country,” Clark said. “It 
basically goes around the 
perimeter of Lake Howard 
and the watershed, and 
follows the natural con-
tour of the land to make it 
easier to ride or hike.”

Clark said the selling 
point of the trail – on 
which motorized vehicles 
and horses are not permit-
ted – is the natural scenery 
surrounding it.

“People travel to 
Georgia, Tennessee, North 
Carolina to go out into 
the woods or mountains, 
but most people don’t 
realize we have some of 
the prettiest woods and 
mountains right outside 
Sylacauga,” Clark said. 

“It’s the National Forest, 
so as far as wildlife, you’ve 
got coyotes, bobcats, foxes, 
snakes, raccoons, armadil-
los, hawks, owls eagles, 
and then the natural vege-
tation is there too. There’s 
everything from oak leaf 
hydrangeas to ferns to 
dogwoods.”

A year-round visi-
tor, Clark said observing 
the changing seasons at 
Sylaward Trail is quite a 
sight to see.

“All the natural growth 
blooms and changes 
throughout the year,” he 
said. “It’s kind of amazing 
to watch.”

For information on 
Sylaward Trail, con-
tact Sylacauga Parks and 
Recreation at 256-249-
8561.
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“68 Years Quality 
Child Care”

ABeka Christian Curriculum, Phonics Based 
Closed Circuit Security System

First United Methodist 
Kindergarten & Daycare

105 E. Spring St., Sylacauga • 256-249-2300

State License
6 weeks to 12 years old

Monday-Friday 5:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Irene Bryant, Owner

520 West 9th St., Sylacauga
256-369-1712 or 256-369-1713

New Beginnings Childcare 
and...LLC

1350 McMillan Street E., Talladega
256-362-7869

Fax 256-362-5969

•Certified Teacher on Staff
•Family Guidance Center of AL Accepted
•State Certified Open Mon.-Fri. 

5:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Ages 
3 Weeks to
 12 Years

O�ering childcare for all ages: 6 weeks through a�er school care.
Including 3 & 4 year old preschool.

 -  Daycare & Preschool -

For more information about this ministry, contact the Director,
Donna Ambrosius, at (205) 884-1530 or daycare@pellcityfumc.org

Loving His Children

Childersburg
Early Learning Center
601 7th Street • Childersburg

256-378-6781
DHR Licensed • (Ages 1 yr- 6 yrs)  

USDA Meal Services and Infant Formula 
Provided •Curriculum: Developmental Learning 

Materials
•Qualifed Personnel •CPR/First Aid Certified

Hours 6:30 am - 5:30 pm Mon.-Fri.
TCR Child Care Corporation

DHR Licensed • (6 wks -12 yrs)
USDA Meal Services and Infant Formula Provided

Curriculum: Developmental Learning Materials
•Qualifed Personnel •CPR/First Aid Certified 

• Pre K Classroom Hours 6:30 am - 5:30 pm Mon.-Fri.
TCR Child Care Corporation

Drew Court Child Development
and Head Start Center

#1 Crestline Ave. • Sylacauga
256-249-9441

229 Broadway Ave.  •  Talladega       
256-761-2911

DHR Licensed • (6 wks -12 yrs) 
USDA Meal Services and Infant Formula Provided

Curriculum: Developmental Learning Materials
•CPR/First Aid Certified •Qualified Personnel

•Pre-K Classroom
Hours 6:30 am - 5:30 pm  Mon.-Fri.

TCR Child Care Corporation

Frank Curry Child
Development Center

Mt.
Pisgah

Child Development Center
100 Mt. Pisgah Drive • Cropwell, AL 35054

Mt. Pisgah Child Development, located in the 
Family Life building at Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church.

•CHILD CARE •PRE-KINDERGARTEN K2, K3 & K4
•AFTER SCHOOL PICKUP & CARE

              FULL TIME CARE AVAILABLE 6 A.M.-6 P.M.
Ages: 

6 Weeks to 
Age 12

Serving the Shepard by Loving His Lambs
Please contact us for more details 205-525-4700

FIRST BAPTIST 
Child Development Center

T ra in  up  a  child in  t he wa y  he should go a n d when  
he is old he will n ot  dep a rt  f rom it . P rov erbs 2 2 : 6

Talladega, Alabama • 256-362-1192
W e of f er q ua lit y  P re- S chool C la sses 

&  A f t er S chool ( A .S .K .)
p rogra ms in  a  sa f e,  lov in g 
a n d christ ia n  en v iron men t .
( A ges 6  W eek s -  6 t h G ra de)

 A ministry of First Baptist Church

St. Clair County
REALTORS

Turning Your Dreams into Reality

J HUGGINS REALTY 
INC

REAL
ESTATE

S A L Efor

699-5050

205-699-5050

•Residential
•Commercial

•Property
  Management

J.H. “Jim” Huggins
Broker 

1-800-362-6981
    Fax 

        (205) 699-3933

7824 Parkway Dr., Leeds, AL 35094

MOODY REALTY

Paula Krafft
Life Member 

Club of Excellence

Homes - Land - New Construction

“I represent buyers and sellers 
throughout St. Clair County and 

surrounding areas.”

Paula Krafft, Realtor     

www.moodyrealtyal.com

Cell 205-365-9612
Office 205-640-7671

paula@moodyrealtyal.com

508 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128

205.884.2300
1.800.806.7741

fi eldsgossett.com

508 Martin Street South • Pell City, AL 35128

KAREN BAIN  Realtor.......... 205-473-4613
ADAM BAIN  Realtor.......... 205-369-2704

  loganmartinlaketeam.com

ASHVILLE (205)594-5391
OR 1-800-542-9376

17 Court Street, West  Ashville

“Serving St. Clair & surrounding counties 
for all of your Real Estate needs”                                        

FOR KELL REALTY 
LISTINGS view our

webpage @ 
www.kellrealty.com

Complete
(205) 338-MOVE (6683)
tracysellsthelake@yahoo.com

Realtor®

256-749-7186

Tracy Boyd

Each Offi ce is Independently 
Owned & Operated

2408 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, Al 35125

Complete
(205) 338-MOVE (6683)
stephaniehurst@outlook.com

Realtor®

256-493-7441

Stephanie Hurst

Each Offi ce is Independently 
Owned & Operated

2408 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, Al 35125

Carey
Monistere

Cell
205-901-0652

Realtor

careymfgre@gmail.com

508 Martin St. S. • Pell City, AL

Nan Morris
Cell: 256.452.4761

Fax: 205.884.2301
Toll Free: 1.800.806.7741

Email:
nanmmorris@gmail.com
www.fieldsgossett.com
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R A C H E L H A Y N E S

CLARK’S 

256-362-3548106 S. Court Square

OF TALLADEGA

•RESIDENTIAL  
•BUSINESS  
•COMMERCIAL

LO U R A I N E  R O B E R T S

INSURANCE CENTER

At Your Service...
Men’s Wear 

On The Square  •  Talladega, AL

$6495Reg. 
$120

Men’s Suits
S tarting  

at

Briggs & Stratton • Tecumseh Snapper
Echo • Murray • Husqvarna • AYP

Sales and Service

244 West Battle, Talladega, AL

(256)761-1714

J.R. 
Air Cooled

Engine

$37 Down Delivers
411 East St. N., Talladega

1-256-362-2271 Check us out at colonialmotors.biz

Warranty
On All

Vehicles!

All Credit
Applications
Accepted!

•Good Credit •Bad Credit •No Credit

IN THE INTEREST
OF THE PEOPLE

Su nday N ig h t
7  p.m.

C h annel 10 &  8 0 O n
Y ou r Local C h arter C ab le 

or 67 .12 on D ig ital T V
e-mail: mayorbarton@aol.com   

 www.larrybartonlive.com

Charlotte Green
Co-Host

Larry Barton
Host
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WAITES TIRE & 
SERVICE CENTER

310 Battle St. • Talladega
256-362-6632

SE R V I C E S:  
• O il C ha n ges 
• C omp let e B ra k e S erv ice 
• T un e- up s 
• S erv ice T ra n smission s 
• S hock s &  S t rut s 
• C omp ut er A n a ly sis 
• L a ser A lign men t s

Fine Wines & Spirits
   For Any Occasion

499 West St. N., Talladega 
256-761-0348

BOTTLE SHOP

•Bobcat Loaders 
•Trenchers
•Airless Paint Sprayers
•Air Compressors
•Breaking & Demo Hammers
•Cut-Off & Concrete Saws

•Scaffolding
•Linens - Many Colors
•Canopy Tents
•Tables (All Sizes)
•Skirting
•Chairs

206 S. Tinney St. 
Talladega 

256-362-2433
Mon. - Fri. 7 am - 5 pm 

Sat. 8 am - NoonRENT THE EQUIPMENT. KEEP THE ADVICE.®

•Chafing Dishes
•Inflatables

SERVING CONTRACTORS, DO-IT-YOURSELFERS, CATERERS, 
MEETING AND PARTY PLANNERS IN THE TALLADEGA REGION

RENT THE EQUIPMENT. KEEP THE ADVICE.RENT THE EQUIPMENT. KEEP THE ADVICE.®
TAYLOR RENTAL®

LINCOLN 
HARDWARE 
& SUPPLY

• •

77 Magnolia St. South • Lincoln

205-763-7660
NOW RENTING EQUIPMENT

From Bobcats to 
Mini Excavators, Tools, 
Ditchwitches, Generators 
and Much More!

Finance Programs Available For Everyone!
PHILLIP ALDERMAN MIKE HEALY JOJO PETERS TONY MILCHERSKA WAYNE WILLIAMS RODREKIUS TAYLOR

Charlotte Green
Owner

w.a.c.

 Midway Memory Gardens Funeral Home
27950 Al Highway 21 Talladega, AL 35160

(256) 362-8995

Columbus Finance
“ We Love To Say  Y es”

B ettye K elley,  Manag er
104  E . 3 rd St. Sylacau g a

256-24 9 -03 05

WE OFFER SMALL LOANS
RANGING FROM

$150 to $5000

$
$

$

$
$

$

Marg aret W illiamson,  Manag er
122 E ast B attle St.,  T alladeg a

256-3 62-3 600

$

 RIDE & DRIVE TODAY!

1126 Snow St., Oxford, AL 
800-838-5447 
256-835-1120

 Internet Credit Approved at averyautosales.

$99 DOWN

Will Messer,
Sales

Mark Magourik,
Sales

Jason Yancey,
Sales

•Bad Credit •Bruised Credit •0-390 Beacon Score

Rufus Carl Jones,
Sales

TALLADEGA OFFICE MACHINES
30 Spring St. N.

Talladega, AL 35160

256-362-2883
Fax 256-362-6444

Panasonic Copiers &
Fax Machines

Sales and Service

WE BUY GOLD & SILVER
O ne of  

the l argest 
sel ections 
of  guns

 in town!

• J ewelry
• G old
• Silv er
• G u ns
• T ools

HAYNES STREET PAWN
221 Haynes St., Talladega (across from Walmart)

256-362-3132

STEPHENS CARPET CO.
119 Johnson Ave., Talladega, AL

(256) 362-2970
Since 1968            A+ Rating with BBB

•CARPET •VINYL •LAMINATE •HARDWOOD •VC TILE
All Major 
Brands! FINANCING AVAILABLE

40% to 60% SAVINGS
FLOOR COVERING

723  E. Battle Street  •  256-362-6900
www.talladegaford.com

THE TALLADEGA FORD
DIFFERENCE

A HASSLE FREE BUYING EXPERIENCE AND A WHOLE LOT MORE.
NEW VEHICLES ONLY

•Lifetime Powertrain - Limited Warranty!
•We Love Our Customers
•Nitrogen Filled Tires
•Door Ding Protection

•Windshield Repair
•Interior & Exterior Protection
•Key Replacement

Margaret’s
Beauty Salon

780 Talladega Creek Road
Talladega, AL

256.761.9327

Foils, Hi Lights, Low Lights, 
Cuts, Colors & Perms

256-362-2735

JOHNNY’S
  PLUMBING

Residential, Commercial
& Sewer Cleaning

Johnny McKinnon

• •

DAVIS
CARPET

SERVICE LLC
Tommy & Terry 
Davis, owners

•Carpet •Vinyl •Tile •Hardwood and Laminates
•Residential and Commercial •Sales and Installation

59400 AL Hwy. 77 S.
Talladega 256-362-5636

DON’T MISS IT!
50% OFF ALL

GARDEN CENTER PLANTS

TALLADEGA ACE
HOME CENTER

1104 Ashland Hwy.
256-362-2208

Monday-Friday 7-5; Saturday 7-3; Closed Sunday 

With This Coupon - Good thru July 31, 2014

A ll L oa n s S ubj ect  T o O ur L ibera l L en din g P olicy .

ANY TIRES, 
ANY SIZES, 
ANY BRANDS....
COMPETITIVE 
PRICES!

Your One
Stop Shop!
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Music career
coming day by
day for Simpkins

William Simpkins is enjoying every step on the ladder to success in the 
music industry.

By BILL KIMBER
Home assistant editor

Being a full-time stu-
dent studying sound and 
audio engineering at SAE 
Institute in Nashville keeps 
William Simpkins focused, 
and a job at Banana 
Republic helps keep the 
bills paid. But it’s what 
Simpkins does when he 
isn’t in school or at his sur-
vival job that makes him 
tick.

“I’ve grown up in 
music,” he says, explaining 
that so far his music career 
has been a series of baby 
steps taking him ever closer 
to the big time.

“Things haven’t blown 
up or anything for me yet, 
but it’s cool,” he said. “It’s 
a process. I’ve recorded a 
few albums up here and 
have started making some 
connections.”

Simpkins’ fami-
ly name is synonymous 
with music in his home-
town of Sylacauga. His 
father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather – David, 
Buddy and Fess Simpkins 
– have directed band pro-
grams at Sylacauga High 
School for a half-centu-
ry or longer. His mother, 
Catie Simpkins, is a noted 
singer, and her parents, 
Mack and Brenda Howell, 
also have music in their 
backgrounds.

He adds that his broth-
er, Hayden, “could be the 
best musician in the fam-
ily, if he tried. His voice 
is really good and he picks 
up on guitar faster than I 
ever could. He’s into golf, 
though.”

Like his brother, 
Simpkins said he never felt 
pressured to follow in his 
family’s musical footsteps, 
however. 

 “My parents didn’t put 
any expectations on me. 
They’ve allowed me to do 
what I feel like I need to 
do,” said Simpkins, now 
21.

If he doesn’t follow the 
family tradition of lead-
ing high school bands, he 
knows his family supports 
his plan to complete his 
audio engineering program 
in December and to even-
tually attend seminary.

“Both of my parents 
want what I’m doing to 
take off for me. They’re 
very supportive,” he said.

After graduating from 
SHS in 2011, Simpkins 
had a scholarship to attend 
Gadsden State Community 
College to play drums 
in the jazz band, but he 
decided to take his chances 
in the Music City instead. 
After a false start in a house 
he rented via Craigslist, 
he decided to move back 
home.

“I needed to get my life 
together,” he said. “During 
that time I feel like per-
sonally it went from me 
identifying myself as a 
musician to … it became 
more important to trust 
God and what his plan 
was for me rather than try 
to make up everything for 

myself. From there on, 
I’ve tried to be obedient 
to what God wants me to 
do. Ultimately that led me 
back up here.”

Since returning to 
Nashville a couple years 
ago, Simpkins has focused 
carefully on school and 
career.

“I strictly am going to 
school for music,” he said. 
“I got a scholarship, which 
was weird because I got 
it by submitting a song I 
wrote for my own band. 
We were supposed to sub-
mit an audio recording, 
and I guess I had the best 
one so I won the scholar-
ship.”

As for his life plan, “I’m 
really focused on just try-
ing to leave a blank check 

in front of God. … A lot 
of musicians up here get 
defined as being a musi-
cian. I’d like to think that 
I play in this band and I 
write these songs because 
it’s my way of expressing 
who I am as a person. The 
music is a vehicle in that 
sense.”

Simpkins started play-
ing drums when he was 5 
years old.

“I played in church and 
through high school, and 
had my own bands here 
and there through school,” 
he said. “When it came 
time to graduate, my last 
high school band, Out of 
Shame, made an album. 
It got some attention from 
up here from Relient K, 
which was one of my 

favorite bands growing up. 
They’re in the Christian 
market up here. They’ve 
won Grammys. Their gui-
tar player somehow heard 
that album, and I got a 
notification that he had 
added me on Facebook. 
He sent me a message and 
said he wanted to meet. A 
few days later, my dad and 
a friend and I rode up here, 
and he instantly became 
one of my best friends up 
here.”

In a city filled with 
music superstars, Simpkins 
has crossed paths with a 
few.

“The first really famous 
person I met was Keith 
Urban,” he said. “That 
was not even a week after 
moving up here after high 
school. I was working in 
a warehouse as a day job, 
and Keith Urban’s rehears-
al spot was across the street. 
He came over where we 
were working and asked if 
we wanted to listen to him 
play a few songs. I got to 
play guitar with him. That 
was pretty cool.”

Simpkins said Reba 
McEntire was “just like on 
the TV show,” and Vince 
Gill “is probably the cool-

est celebrity I’ve met up 
here.”

“You see Taylor Swift 
around from time to time, 
but I’ve never actually met 
her,” he added.

Lately, Simpkins has 
been writing songs with 
Charlie Midnight, who 
has written for acts rang-
ing from Cher to Jamey 
Johnson, from George 
Thorogood to the Doobie 
Brothers, and with 
Birmingham native Buck 
Johnson, who’s touring 
with Aerosmith as a key-

See Simpkins, Page 2B

Turning
Automotive Seats

Interior/Exterior 
Vehicle Lifts

Straight & Curved 
Rail Stairlifts

GRIZZARD
LIVING AIDS

Improving Lives Through Better Mobility

Terry Grizzard
Owner

Brenton Young
Service Mgr.

1227 Noble St.
Anniston, AL 

 
256-237-2006
tgrizzard@glalifts.com

www.glalifts.com
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35288 AL Hwy. 21  • Talladega
256-362-6370

HOURS: 
Mon. & Sat. 9 am - 3 pm; Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

www.talladegacyclesales.comServing The Area Since 1974
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NOLAND HEALTH
SERVICES, INC.

www.nolandhealth.com

Four Caring Communities To Serve 
You In Talladega & St. Clair Counties

S yl a ca uga  H ea lt h &  
R eha b S ervi ces
1007 W. Fort Williams St.

Sylacauga • 256-245-7402

Village at
Cook Springs

415 Cook Springs Rd.
Cook Springs • 205-338-2221

220 Kings Circle
Pell City • 205-814-4200

Village East
Assisted Living

Spring Terrace

1104 W. Hickory St.
Sylacauga • 256-245-6611

Assisted Living

•Short Term Rehab 
 (Physical, Occupational,
  and Speech Therapies)
•Skilled Nursing 
  (long term care)
•Assisted Living
•Independent Living
•Specialty Care Assisted 
  Living for Dementia
•Skilled Nursing 
  Memory Care
•Adult Day Care
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boardist and backing 
vocalist.

Johnson and Simpkins 
have performed together 
with Birmingham-based 
Black Jacket Symphony, 
which re-creates classic 
albums as live perfor-
mances.

“A selected album is 
performed in its entire-
ty, by a group of hand-
picked musicians, spe-
cifically selected for each 
album,” according to BJS’s 
website. “Each musician 
masters the fine details 
of the album to ensure it 
is performed as sonically 
perfect as it was recorded. 
The performance is sep-
arated into two sets, the 
first set features the album 
recreated as a true sym-
phonic piece. The second 
set, featuring a selection of 
the album artist’s ‘greatest 
hits,’ opening the band 
to a more relaxed atmo-
sphere, where the accom-
panying lighting and 

video effects deliver to the 
audience a truly epic rock 
performance.”

Simpkins and Johnson 
were involved in re-cre-
ating the Synchronicity 
album by Police.

“We played three nights 
in a row at WorkPlay,” said 
Simpkins, who played gui-
tar and sang background 
vocals. “I was actually ner-
vous because it was the 
first time I played a sold-
out show.”

These days he’s also 
using what he’s learning at 
school to self-produce and 
engineer an album for his 
current band.

“The goal is to get our 
music heard – to get a 
record deal,” he said. “It’s 
hard to get your music to 
people by yourself. If we 
could get over the hump 
of getting a record deal, 
I think things would take 
off from there. More than 
that, I’m more focused on 
just trying to be a good 
dude and love everybody 
first and my music will 
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Simpkins
From Page 1B

Simpkins said he 
has grown up in music, 
explaining that so far 
his music career has 
been a series of baby 
steps taking him closer 
to the big time.

CEPA’s executive 
director plans for
Smithsonian Exhibit

Kelly Wilkerson

By JUNE WINTERS

For the past year, Kelly 
Wilkerson has immersed 
himself in the planning 
and scheduling of events 
for the Pell City Center 
for Education and the 
Performing Arts (CEPA), 
including the much 
anticipated Smithsonian 
Exhibit, “The Way We 
Worked,” which opened 
at the center yesterday.

This exhibit is featured 
in five cities in this coun-
try each year, and for the 
first time Pell City is on 
the list.

Wilkerson says he has 
already seen many people 
and activities at the cen-
ter, but feels he has just 
“touched the tip of the 
iceberg.”

Wilkerson is execu-
tive director of Pell City 
Center, and moved here 
from Wichita, Kan., 
where he worked in real 
estate and property man-
agement with a law firm. 
His wife, the former 
Sheree Smith, is a Pell 
City native and the cou-
ple have two sons and a 

daughter, ages 6, 9 and 11.
Mrs. Wilkerson works 

in Birmingham with the 
Community Foundation, 
and the children attend Pell 
City schools.

The Pell City Center 
serves two areas for Pell 
City. The gymnasium half 
is devoted to the city’s edu-
cation program and the 
theater is devoted to the 
arts. 

Wilkerson’s main 
responsibility as executive 
director of the busy CEPA 
is to schedule the different 

maybe help. But of course, 
the business side is busi-
ness.

“We’re really close to 
signing a booking agent. 
We’re making a new album 
now and trying to get a 
deal off of that. Like any 
other type of business, it’s 
about trying to find people 
who want to work with 
you and catapult the proj-
ect into the public.”

With band mates Kevin 
Myers and Evan Moushon, 
Simpkins’ band, Altitudes, 
plays alternative pop rock 

music.

“I wouldn’t label it 
contemporary Christian,” 
he said. “Our songs deal 
with breakups and real-life 
issues. The fact that I’m a 
Christian comes out in the 
music. If people listen to 
the music, and especially 
people who believe as I 
do, they will see it come 
through without forcing it 
down everyone’s throat.”

With the demands on 
his time from school and 
work, Simpkins keeps a 
busy schedule.

“It’s usually pretty hec-
tic during the week,” he 
said. “I’m trying to make 
my grades a priority. Apart 
from school, normally I’m 
in the studio every single 
night, either the one we 

book out for school or my 
studio at home. 

“A lot of my friends 
go bowl a lot and we go 
listen to music a lot. That’s 
a given. But being a col-
lege student, a lot of those 
things require money, so 
there’s a lot of hanging 
out at friends’ houses. My 
favorite thing to do that’s 
cheap, there are a million 
and a half coffee shops 
that are fun to hang out 
at. You run into people 
you know every single 
time.

“I’m having a blast. 
Part of the fun of trying to 
‘make it’ is the journey to 
the top.”

Contact Bill Kimber at 
bkimber@dailyhome.com.

See CEPA, Page 3B
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CAMP CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

•DOT Physicals (National Registry)

•Sports injuries

•On the job injuries

•Automobile injuries

•Muscle 'n bone injuries

•Bracing, splinting & casting

•Blood 'n urine testing

•Blood vascular testing

•Most insurance accepted

Located at  3 00 E ast St. N .
Office Park East (across 

from Piggly Wiggly)

T A LLA D E G A
For appointment call

Sp ecial iz e I n N euro-Muscul ar
Sk el etal  C onditions

S erving The C om m unity  
F or 3 8  Y ears

Dr. Cary Camp

Alabama State Chiropractic 
Association and American College 

of Chiropractic Orthopedics

362-2003

000201559r1



functions in both the the-
ater and gymnasium and 
see that these functions go 
smoothly and take place as 
planned.

A drama workshop was 
held in late June and an 
art workshop in mid-Ju-
ly in the gym. Wilkerson 
said this summer, there 
have also been a volley-
ball camp, wrestling camp, 
archery camp and a cheer-
leader camp. Coming up 
are basketball camps for 
both boys and girls, a 
band camp and a cheer-
leader camp.

“November, December, 
April and May are booked 
solid at the gym for annu-
al workshops and training 
camps for school activi-
ties,” Wilkerson said. He 
said CEPA was proud to 
host Head Start gradua-
tion this year.

“We’ve got band con-
certs coming up in the 
gymnasium, and we will 
host several fund-raising 
beauty pageants,” he said.

The theater side of the 
center is a busy place also, 
with Pell City High School 
holding classes in the the-
ater as well as presenting 
performances there. This 
year, three performanc-
es are planned – “Duck 
Hunter Shoots Angel,” 
“Smokey Joe’s,” and 
another to be announced. 
It’s the first time the group 
has performed three times 
in one year.

The school’s choral 
group, “Voices of the 
South,” will perform this 
year, and Gordon Motes, 
who plays piano for the 
famous Gaither Quartet, 
will be in concert at the 
center. The show “Magic 
City Magic Club” will be 
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Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

The Pell City Center serves two areas for Pell City. The gymnasium half is devoted to the city’s education program and the 
theater is devoted to the arts.

featured soon, and dance 
recitals are held in both 
places.

Wilkerson is especially 
proud of the new movie 
facilities that have recently 
been added to the theater. 
The screen is 16 feet by 28 
feet and, thanks to private 
donations and help from 
the Pell City Council, 
some of the sound and 
lighting equipment has 
been upgraded and some 
has been replaced with 
new equipment.  

“We now have a full 
theater in function and 
we’ve shown two movies, 
‘Steele Magnolias’ and 
‘Frozen,’” Wilkerson said. 

Wilkerson sees the 
movie project as a great 

addition to the city, and 
said surveys are out right 
now to determine a tick-
et price that families can 
afford. 

“We’re going to keep 
ticket and refreshment 
costs as low as possible,” 
Wilkerson said. “Not only 
will it be a good thing for 
families, but a good way 
for companies and organi-
zations to treat employees 
and their families to a spe-
cial night out.”

He also sees it as a good 
venue for special family 
occasions such as birthday 
celebrations.

“We just want it to be 
good entertainment for 
families,” Wilkerson said. 
“CEPA is a wonderful 

place, and I know the peo-
ple of Pell City are proud 
of it. I want everyone who 
comes to the center to 

have a good time and leave 
wanting to come back. We 
still have a lot more poten-
tial, and my goal is to have 

something for everyone.”

Contact June Winters at 
news@dailyhome.com.

WORKING TOGETHER TO MAKE THE GREATER 
TALLADEGA AREA A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE 

AND DO BUSINESS. JOIN THE CHAMBER TODAY 
AND HELP YOUR BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY 

REACH IT’S FULL POTENTIAL.

Your Business Is Our Business

Teaming up to Promote Economic Growth Since 1909

Representing
•Talladega •Lincoln •Munford •Eastaboga •Alpine

CHAMBER CORPORATE PARTNERS

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.TALLADEGACHAMBER.COM

256-375-9075 00
02
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60

5r
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1 Bedroom $49600 
2 Bedrooms $54500

3 Bedrooms $61600

TALLADEGA & ST. CLAIR COUNTIES

       �e BEST 
In Apartment LIVING

1305 Harrison Circle  |  Pell City, AL 35128

FREE Water, Garbage, 
Sewage, & Pest Control

1 & 2 Bedrooms  
Pets Welcome!

HARRISON ESTATES
APARTMENTS

205-235-0017

Mu nf ord
V illage

A partmentsMV
200 Mackenzie Circle • Munford

256-358-9999
1 & 2 Bedroom apartments 
available. We furnish stove, 

refrigerator, water, pest control, 
and garbage. Special deposit of 

only $100 for a limited time.

CITY COURT I APARTMENTS

Contact Ailsa Hayes (256) 362-1780

Across from Spring Street Rec. Center
 Talladega

•Rent based on income
•62 years of age or mobility impaired
•1 Bedroom •1 Bath
•Washer & Dryer Connections
•24 hour maintenance

Professionally Managed by SPM, LLC

Senior living at it’s best!

256-362-3195

Mini Storage
Apartments

Town-Homes Garden-Homes

Legacy
2316 Speedway Blvd.

Lincoln, Alabama
CONTACT

RIVERBEND 
WATERFRONT APTS.

Starting May 1, 2014
•Washer & dryer connections 

•Boat launch & piers

Autumn Trace
Apartments

1400 Autumn Lane, Sylacauga

1,2 ,3 Bedrooms, all electric, 
private balconies and patios, 24 
hour maintenance and on-site 
security. Water, sewer, garbage 

and pest control included.

256.249.2126

Clarion Cove 2610 18th Ave. South,
Pell City, AL 35128

Conveniently located just off Martin Street South, Clarion Cove offers a peaceful 
living environment, yet city conveniences are only minutes away.

Energy efficient apartment homes and townhomes offering: superior kitchens with 
electric range, refrigerator, dishwasher, ample storage, washer dryer connections 
and much more. Clarion Cove also offers a beautiful clubhouse with a computer 

center, free WIFI, laundry facility and manicured landscaping.

Call 256-560-0821Now Pre-Leasing!

C om e H om e To

925 Ashley Drive, Moody, AL 35004

(205) 640-1449

ashleymanorapartments.net

NOW LEASING!
1,  2 &  3  B E D R O O M U N I T S 

A V A I LA B LE

000202328r2

1-800-226-4404
205-884-4400

Riverside
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Ritz turns
out bigger
than planned
By BILL KIMBER
Home assistant editor

They wanted to have a few antique auctions and a 
stage to showcase local talent. What they wound up with 
is much bigger.

In the 1990s, a handful of civic-minded Talladega 
residents came together to form Antique Talladega, and 
one project they decided to tackle was to breathe life back 
into the old movie house on the Courthouse Square. 
Now, after raising and spending more than $1 million to 
restore the historic Ritz Theatre, the venue is now home 
to a series of professional productions that no one could 
have predicted.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

In the 1990s, civic-minided Talladegans formed 
Antique Talladega, and one project they tackled 
was to retore the historic Ritz Theatre, which is 
now home to a series of professional produc-
tions that one could have predicted.

See Ritz, Page 8B
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Need DENTURES or PARTIALS?

280 Dental 
Care

SAME DAY SERVICE
(In Most Cases)

Call For Appointment

Most Insurances Filed

Need EXTRACTIONS?
We can remove your teeth & 

place a denture the same day!
Out With The Old  - In with The NEW!

Affordable 
Prices

Friendly
 

Staff

33044 Hwy. 280 
Childersburg

256-378-3322

Dr. Thomas A.
Douyard, D.M.D.

000196503r1

Get Your 
Money’s 
Worth

Sylacauga 
Quality 

Inn
Jayne McGee

General Manager

CHOICEHOTELS.COM

89 Gene Stewart Blvd.
Sylacauga, AL 35151
Phone 256-245-4141

Fax 256-245-4144

sylacauga.al@cphosp.com
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Visit us online for more information www.fnbtalladega.com

44743 U.S. Hwy. 78 • (205) 763-7763

Lincoln Office

44388 Highway 21 • (256) 358-9000
Munford Office

Here For You In Years Past 
and Many Years To Come... 
     

120 E. North Street 
Talladega 

(256) 362-2334

Founded in 1848 by Major James Isbell 
in the “Counting Room” of a mercantile store, 
�e First National Bank of Talladega remains the 
oldest continuously operating bank in the
State of Alabama. 
To this day,
the bank
serves
Talladega
and its 
surrounding counties as its primary trade area.
Our principles also remain the same – We are 
committed to providing exceptional customer 
service and satisfaction, and we are devoted to 
supporting our communities, both as a business 
and as individual employees. FNB is a full-service 
bank that o�ers checking and savings accounts, 
loans and investment services customized to �t 
your unique �nancial needs. 

000201512r1

Memb er
FD I C
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The Daily Home

Talladega (256) 362-1000

Sylacauga (256) 249-4311

Pell City (205) 884-3400

www.dailyhome.com

First National Bank of 

Talladega

Since 1848

120 East N.rth St.

Talladega Office

(256) 362-2334

Lincoln Office

(205) 763-7763

Munford Office

(256) 358-9000

101-135 years

Alabama Bag Company

PO Box 576

Talladega (256) 362-4921

Aliant Bank

1930 Martin St. S.

Pell City (205) 338-3500

Kilgroe Funeral Home

Since 1908

2219 2nd Ave. N

Pell City (205) 338-3341

Wright-Sprayberry 

Insurance LLC

Sylacauga

106 North Broadway Ave. 

256-249-0302

Childersburg

1009 1st St. SW. 

256-378-6306

91-100 years

Citizens BMC

604 Stone Ave.

Talladega (256) 362-8111

Standard Furniture

200 Battle St. W.

Talladega (256) 362-2330

Craddock Health Center

209 W Spring St. 

Suite #200

Sylacauga (256) 249-1100

Usrey Brown-Service 
Funeral Home
516 North St.
Talladega (256) 362-2344
21271 Hwy 231 N.
Pell City (205) 338-0303
www.usreyfuneralhome.com

Miller Lumber Company
308 E. Ft. Williams
PO Box 134
Sylacauga (256) 245-6081
Fax (256) 245-8641

The Ark
13030 Hwy 78
Riverside (205) 338-7420

Fouts Tractor Co., Inc.
275 6th Ave.
Ashville (205) 594-7000
www.foutstractor.com

71-80 Years

American Legion 
Edward R. Wren Post 17
216 Welch Ave.
Talladega (256) 362-9870

Coosa Valley Electric 
Cooperative
69220 AL Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-4180

HRH Metals
905 Markeeta Spur Rd
Moody (205) 640-5500

Terry’s Metropolitan 
Mortuary
1702 W. Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-2421

Childersburg Chamber 
Of Commerce
805 3rd St. S.W.
Childersburg 
(256) 378-5482

61-70 Years

Pell City Flower Shop
36 Comer Ave., Pell City
(205) 338-2226 

Talladega Electrical 
Service
302 East Coosa St.
Talladega (256) 362-3190 

Coosa Valley Medical 
Center
315 Hickory St. W. 
Sylacauga
(256) 401-4000 

Southfirst Bank
126 N. Norton Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-4365
301 W. North St.
Talladega (256) 362-6101 

Sylacauga Housing
Authority
415 West 8th St.
Sylacauga (256) 249-0381
Leon Cleveland

Griffin’s Jewelers
704 East Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-5282
www.griffinsjewelers.org 

Farmer’s Furniture
715 East Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-8662

Shocco Springs Baptist 
Conference Center
1314 Shocco Springs Rd.
Talladega (256) 761-1100
www.shocco.org

51-60 Years

Wingfield Engineering 
Co., Inc.
PO Box 68
110 Academy Circle
Goodwater 
(256) 839-6339
Fax (256) 839-6390

Professional Apothecary
210 W. North St.
Talladega (256) 362-8328

McKinnon Pharmacy
8420 1st Ave.
Leeds (205) 699-5195

Goodgame Company
2311 3rd Ave. S.
Pell City (205) 338-2551

Murray’s Garage 
1600 9th St.
Leeds (205) 699-6651
www.murraysgarage.net 
     
Fort McClellan 
Credit Union
1731 Noble St.
Anniston (256) 237-2113

Bowden Oil Co. Inc.
40865 U S Hwy 280
Sylacauga (256) 245-5611

Sherwin Williams
227 N.Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-5325
www.sw2646@sherwin.com

Pell City Heating 
& Cooling
331 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City  (205) 338-2820
www.pellcityheatingandcooling
pchcinc@coosahs.net

Clyde’s Florist
705 C Battle St. E.
Talladega (256) 362-3393

Merle Norman Cosmetics
109 Johnson Ave.
Talladega (256) 362-3232

41-50 Years

The Smith Insurance 
Agency
221 W. North St.
Talladega (256) 362-1200

Sims Funeral Service
431 W. Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-0095

Midway Memory 
Gardens 
27950 AL Hwy 21 S.
Talladega (256) 362-8995
“Our Family Serving Yours 
in Time of Need”

Pell City Chamber of 
Commerce 
1618 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-3377

Golden Living 
Center 
510 Wolf Creek Rd. N.
Pell City (205) 338-3329

Old Gray Barn/
Express Shipping
1910 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-2824

Johnny J. Smith & 
Son’s Construction Co.         
2623 Martin St. S.
Pell City (205) 338-2050

Speck’s Tire

3255 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 338-3722

ERA King Real Estate Co., 

Inc.

Logan Martin Office

1160 McCaig Rd.

Lincoln (205) 763-1333

Pell City Office

2319 Cogswell Ave. Suite 

101

Pell City (205) 338-7320

Michael’s Men’s  Wear

127 West Court Square

Talladega (256) 362-2631

Talladega International 

Tractor

35450 AL Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 362-6113

Atkinson Real Estate

535 N. Broadway Ave.

Sylacauga (256) 245-6782

www.atkinsonrealestate.com

State Farm Insurance

Shelia Curtis, Agent

420 West Ft. Williams St.

Sylacauga (256) 249-8188

Shelia.curtis.jrm9@statefarm.com

www.sheliacurtis.net

Allen Oil Company

1215 Old Birmingham Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 245-5478

31-40 Years

Talladega Funeral Home

Hwy 77

Talladega (256) 362-0111

Mullinax Auto Sales

1430 S. Quintard Ave.

Anniston (256) 835-0101

Superior Machine and 

Pattern Inc.

38001 AL Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 362-1385

Owner:  Larry Dalton

Talladega Cycle Sales

35288 Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 362-6370

City Court I Apartments
409 S. Spring St.
Talladega (256) 362-1780

Dr. Khalid Khan
216 East Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-1590

Finchers Real Delite
521 East St. N.
Talladega (256) 362-2174

Lincoln Hardware
77 Magnolia St.
Lincoln (205) 763-7660

Piggly Wiggly
320 West Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-7949
308 North East St.
Talladega (256) 362-2258
1070 1st St. NW.
Childersburg 
(256) 378-5795

Johnny’s Plumbing
117 Meleah Dr.
Talladega (256) 362-2735

Royal Foods Inc.
1904 16th Ave. S.
Pell City (205) 884-1040

J.R. Air Cooled Engine
244 Battle St. W.
Talladega (256) 761-1714

Meadowview 
Nursing Center
 7300 Hwy 78E
 Pell City (205) 640-5212                

Blair & Parsons 
1711 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-3440

Ford Meter Box Co. Inc.
815 Miles Pkwy
Pell City (205) 884-4480
www.fordmeterbox.com

Burton’s Food Stores
5770 US Hwy 11
Springville (205) 467-7275

St Clair Land Title Co.    
1711 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-3465   

Stevens & Son
1604 Martin St. S.
Pell City (205) 338-9872

Comfort Experts Heating 
& Air Duct Cleaning
103 Sunset Strip
Pell City (205) 812-6002
www.comfortexpertsair.com

Colonial Motors
411 East St. North
Talladega (256) 362-2271
colonialmotors.biz

Reliable Transmission   
111 Broome St.
Talladega (256) 761-1220

Camp Clinic
Dr. Cary Camp
300 East St. North, Suite E
Talladega (256) 362-2003

Talladega Office 
Machines
30 North Spring St.
Talladega (256) 362-2883

Swen Communications
Inc.
214 1st. St. W.
Sylacauga (256) 245-3236

Comer Museum & Arts 
Center
711 N.Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-4016

Jack’s Family Restaurants
Locally owned & operated
Talladega (256) 362-4761
601 Bankhead Blvd.
Sylacauga (256) 249-4006
911 North Broadway Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-3040
901 Martin St. North
Munford (256) 358-5942
44345 AL Hwy 21

Lineville Health & 
Rehabilitation, LLC
88073 Hwy 9
Lineville (256) 396-2104

Tallatron, Inc.
35960 Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 761-1228
Lic. No. 187

21-30 Years

21st Century Signs, Inc.
1219 Main Ave. N.  
Sylacauga (256) 245-9201
21stcenturysigns@bellsouth

Columbus Finance
122 East Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-3600

Designer Corner Boutique
109 Johnson Ave.
Talladega (256) 362-3232

Bill Stanford Automotive
35500 Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 362-7540

Tempforce 
Sylacauga
(256) 245-TEMP
Pell City (205) 884-HELP
Lineville (256) 396-1800
Anniston (256) 236-TEMP

Superior Pest Control
Ashland (256) 396-5016
www.superiorpestcontrolal.com

Community Credit
1912 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-4433
NMLS#206219
Loan Originator#206244

Caran Wilbanks
Realtor/ERA King
Pell City (205) 268-9772

Cropwell Small Animal 
Hospital
2308 Mays Dr.
Pell City (205) 338-3556

Clark’s Insurance
106 South Court Square
Talladega (256) 362-3548

Ashley Manor
925 Ashley Dr
Moody (205) 640-1449

Buddy Bowman 
Construction
1621 Pleasant Valley Dr
Pell City (205) 338-1424

Woods Surfside Marina  
37 Marina Dr
Cropwell (205) 525-5533

Robinson Law Firm
1911 Martin St. S. Ste. B
Pell City (205) 884-5133
www.rlflaw.net

Logan Martin Vet Clinic
1220 Martin St. S.
Pell City (205) 884-3412

Metro Bank
800 Martin St. S.
Pell City (205) 884-2265

Lakeside Hospice
4010 Masters Rd.
Pell City (205) 884-1111
www.lakesidehospice.org
Check us on Facebook
ssmith@lakesidehospice

Hill, Weisskopf & Hill, 
P.C.
Moody Professional 
Building
PO Box 310
2603 Moody Pkwy
Moody
(205) 640-2000

The Realty Pro’s
Judy Chaffee
644 Crawfish Ln.
Ragland
(205) 531-9950

Elwood Staffing
115 North Court St., 
Suite A
Talladega (256) 362-1953

Presbyterian Oaks 
Apartments
408 5th St. South
Talladega (256) 362-5218

Lincoln Pharmacy
99 Magnolia St.
Lincoln (205) 763-7759

Sleeping Giant Veterinary 
Clinic
65501 AL Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-8977

Waites Tire & Service 
Center
310 E. Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-6632

Piggly Wiggly
1244 Talladega Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 249-4836
1301 W Ft. Williams St.
Sylacauga (256) 249-0028

Wal-Mart
41301 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga (256) 245-0356

Strickland Accounting 
& Tax Service
34830 US Hwy 280 
Childersburg
(256) 378-7733

Trussell, Funderburg,
 Rea & Bell, P.C.
1916 1st Ave. N.
Pell City (205 338-7273

16-20 YEARS

Bain & Company
1609 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-2332

Sarah Brazzolotto
1908 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-7726

Guadalajara Mexican 
Restaurant 
Hwy 231 S. Towne Park 
Plaza
Pell City (205) 884-2195

Head Chiropractic Center
1013 Ft. Williams
Victorian Village
Sylacauga (256) 245-2258

Alabama Eye 
Clinic  
Dr. Joseph Schnorbus
109 Coosa St. East #A
Talladega (256) 362-4872

Masterbrand Cabinets
101 East Pkwy.
Talladega (256) 292-2230

Terry Hogge 
Electric  
800 Shelton Shores
Lincoln (205) 763-9844

S.A.F.E.
Sylacauga Alliance for
Family Enhancement
78 Betsy Ross Ln.
PO Box 122 Sylacauga
(256) 245-4343

Woods Appraisal Services
1704 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-1608

HDA Title Loans 
1605 Martin St. S. Suite 4
Pell City (205) 338-6741

11-15 Years

Hilltop Electric 
1717 1st Ave. S
Pell City (205) 884-7670

Trammel, Harper, & 

Williams

1607 Martin St. S. Ste. 4

Pell City (205) 884-3444

Susan Gentry Insurance 

3255 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 884-113

Rhodes Agency

Allstate Insurance

2107 Martin St. S.

 Suite 102

Pell City (205) 338-0502 

Preston.rhodes@allstate.com

Gaither’s Florist

704 D Battle St.

Talladega (256) 480-0090

Celebrations

3005 Martin St. S.

Cropwell (205) 884-8632

Logan Martin Properties

5030 Cogswell Ave. #300

Pell City (205) 405-0852

Brookhill Village

900 Brookhill Village Cir.

Pell City (205) 814-4800

Remax/Hometown 

Properties

3440 Martin St. S. 

Suite 17

Cropwell (205) 338-7355

Tony Hamlin 

Attorney at Law 

1900 Cogswell Ave. 

Pell City (205) 884-1875

Marble City Pharmacy

264 Ft. Williams St. W

Sylacauga (256) 245-4446

6- 10 YEARS

Lincoln Chiropractic

47795 US Hwy 78

Lincoln (205) 763-2222

Comfort Care Hospice

702 E. Battle St.

Talladega (256) 761-1250

Hair Designs by Holly 

1021 Martin St. S.

Pell City (205) 338-1848

Golden Rule BBQ

1700 Martin St. N.

Pell City (205) 338-1443

Rana’s

75301 Hwy 77

Lincoln (205) 763-2266

Angler Recycling 

15226 Hwy 411

Odenville (205) 629-2200

Image Plus                    

30 Comer Ave.

Pell City (205) 884-0163

1-5 years

Express Pharmacy

320 W. Battle St.

(Inside Piggly Wiggly)

Talladega (256) 362-1120

Downey Eye Care

47795 Hwy 78

Lincoln (205) 763-2015

www.visionsource-downeyeyecare.com

Aardwolf  Termite & 

Pest Control

290 Lock 4 Rd.

Riverside (205) 338-6615

Harmon’s Electrical 

Services

PO Box 466

Pell City (205) 473-5528                        

Realty Executives 

Complete

Stephanie Hurst

2408 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (256)493-7441

Stephanie.Hurst1@gmail

Killin Time

1506 Martin St. S.

Pell City (205) 338-0807

Salon 4 U

3315 Dr. John Haynes Dr.

Pell City (205) 299-6515

LaDonna Phillips

Hairstylist/Owner

Trading Post Processing 

& Butcher Shop

225 Old Coal City Rd.

Pell City (205) 338-1562

Lakeside Boathouse

7-18th St.

Pell City 

(205) 473-5750

keithclements1985@

hotmail.com

Like us on Facebook

Dr. Jewelry

243 US Hwy 11

Argo Village

Trussville 205-467-0222

John Davis, Owner

Realty South

Angie Thomas, Realtor

109 Inverness Plaza

Birmingham

(205) 563-7766

angiethomas@realtysouth.com

Beck First Aid & 

Safety, Inc.

20901 Hwy 231

Pell City (205) 982-0887

Endless Horizon Cruises

Marilyn Lawson/

Cruise Specialist

“No Booking Fee”

(256) 268-0129

Classic Cars Heaven

20901 Hwy 231

Pell City (205) 982-0887

Jazz’m Up Pet Salon

1607 Martin St. S. Suite 1

Pell City (205) 884-7387

Bubbles 

Laundromat 

501 Ft. Lashley Ave.

Talladega (256) 362-6008

Like us on Facebook: 

bubbleslaundromatdega

Ev’s Rusty Rooster

1604 Martin St. S.

Pell City (205) 405-8624

evelyne.scott@yahoo.com

BUSINESSES...from decades past to decades to come.
Each year brings new opportunities
for continuing growth and progress.

These businesses in The Daily Home coverage area 
have shaped our communities' future.

Read about them here...

Over 160 Years 81-90 Years

41-50 Years

31-40 Years

31-40 Years

31-40 Years 21-30 Years

11-15 Years

6-10 Years

61-70 Years 41-50 Years

61-70 Years

51-60 Years

21-30 Years 11-15 Years 1-5 Years51-60 Years 21-30 Years 6-10 Years

000202353r1

101-135 Years

71-80 Years

91-100 Years

21-30 Years

16-20 Years

1-5 Years
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The Daily Home

Talladega (256) 362-1000

Sylacauga (256) 249-4311

Pell City (205) 884-3400

www.dailyhome.com

First National Bank of 

Talladega

Since 1848

120 East N.rth St.

Talladega Office

(256) 362-2334

Lincoln Office

(205) 763-7763

Munford Office

(256) 358-9000

101-135 years

Alabama Bag Company

PO Box 576

Talladega (256) 362-4921

Aliant Bank

1930 Martin St. S.

Pell City (205) 338-3500

Kilgroe Funeral Home

Since 1908

2219 2nd Ave. N

Pell City (205) 338-3341

Wright-Sprayberry 

Insurance LLC

Sylacauga

106 North Broadway Ave. 

256-249-0302

Childersburg

1009 1st St. SW. 

256-378-6306

91-100 years

Citizens BMC

604 Stone Ave.

Talladega (256) 362-8111

Standard Furniture

200 Battle St. W.

Talladega (256) 362-2330

Craddock Health Center

209 W Spring St. 

Suite #200

Sylacauga (256) 249-1100

Usrey Brown-Service 
Funeral Home
516 North St.
Talladega (256) 362-2344
21271 Hwy 231 N.
Pell City (205) 338-0303
www.usreyfuneralhome.com

Miller Lumber Company
308 E. Ft. Williams
PO Box 134
Sylacauga (256) 245-6081
Fax (256) 245-8641

The Ark
13030 Hwy 78
Riverside (205) 338-7420

Fouts Tractor Co., Inc.
275 6th Ave.
Ashville (205) 594-7000
www.foutstractor.com

71-80 Years

American Legion 
Edward R. Wren Post 17
216 Welch Ave.
Talladega (256) 362-9870

Coosa Valley Electric 
Cooperative
69220 AL Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-4180

HRH Metals
905 Markeeta Spur Rd
Moody (205) 640-5500

Terry’s Metropolitan 
Mortuary
1702 W. Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-2421

Childersburg Chamber 
Of Commerce
805 3rd St. S.W.
Childersburg 
(256) 378-5482

61-70 Years

Pell City Flower Shop
36 Comer Ave., Pell City
(205) 338-2226 

Talladega Electrical 
Service
302 East Coosa St.
Talladega (256) 362-3190 

Coosa Valley Medical 
Center
315 Hickory St. W. 
Sylacauga
(256) 401-4000 

Southfirst Bank
126 N. Norton Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-4365
301 W. North St.
Talladega (256) 362-6101 

Sylacauga Housing
Authority
415 West 8th St.
Sylacauga (256) 249-0381
Leon Cleveland

Griffin’s Jewelers
704 East Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-5282
www.griffinsjewelers.org 

Farmer’s Furniture
715 East Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-8662

Shocco Springs Baptist 
Conference Center
1314 Shocco Springs Rd.
Talladega (256) 761-1100
www.shocco.org

51-60 Years

Wingfield Engineering 
Co., Inc.
PO Box 68
110 Academy Circle
Goodwater 
(256) 839-6339
Fax (256) 839-6390

Professional Apothecary
210 W. North St.
Talladega (256) 362-8328

McKinnon Pharmacy
8420 1st Ave.
Leeds (205) 699-5195

Goodgame Company
2311 3rd Ave. S.
Pell City (205) 338-2551

Murray’s Garage 
1600 9th St.
Leeds (205) 699-6651
www.murraysgarage.net 
     
Fort McClellan 
Credit Union
1731 Noble St.
Anniston (256) 237-2113

Bowden Oil Co. Inc.
40865 U S Hwy 280
Sylacauga (256) 245-5611

Sherwin Williams
227 N.Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-5325
www.sw2646@sherwin.com

Pell City Heating 
& Cooling
331 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City  (205) 338-2820
www.pellcityheatingandcooling
pchcinc@coosahs.net

Clyde’s Florist
705 C Battle St. E.
Talladega (256) 362-3393

Merle Norman Cosmetics
109 Johnson Ave.
Talladega (256) 362-3232

41-50 Years

The Smith Insurance 
Agency
221 W. North St.
Talladega (256) 362-1200

Sims Funeral Service
431 W. Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-0095

Midway Memory 
Gardens 
27950 AL Hwy 21 S.
Talladega (256) 362-8995
“Our Family Serving Yours 
in Time of Need”

Pell City Chamber of 
Commerce 
1618 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-3377

Golden Living 
Center 
510 Wolf Creek Rd. N.
Pell City (205) 338-3329

Old Gray Barn/
Express Shipping
1910 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-2824

Johnny J. Smith & 
Son’s Construction Co.         
2623 Martin St. S.
Pell City (205) 338-2050

Speck’s Tire

3255 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 338-3722

ERA King Real Estate Co., 

Inc.

Logan Martin Office

1160 McCaig Rd.

Lincoln (205) 763-1333

Pell City Office

2319 Cogswell Ave. Suite 

101

Pell City (205) 338-7320

Michael’s Men’s  Wear

127 West Court Square

Talladega (256) 362-2631

Talladega International 

Tractor

35450 AL Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 362-6113

Atkinson Real Estate

535 N. Broadway Ave.

Sylacauga (256) 245-6782

www.atkinsonrealestate.com

State Farm Insurance

Shelia Curtis, Agent

420 West Ft. Williams St.

Sylacauga (256) 249-8188

Shelia.curtis.jrm9@statefarm.com

www.sheliacurtis.net

Allen Oil Company

1215 Old Birmingham Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 245-5478

31-40 Years

Talladega Funeral Home

Hwy 77

Talladega (256) 362-0111

Mullinax Auto Sales

1430 S. Quintard Ave.

Anniston (256) 835-0101

Superior Machine and 

Pattern Inc.

38001 AL Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 362-1385

Owner:  Larry Dalton

Talladega Cycle Sales

35288 Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 362-6370

City Court I Apartments
409 S. Spring St.
Talladega (256) 362-1780

Dr. Khalid Khan
216 East Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-1590

Finchers Real Delite
521 East St. N.
Talladega (256) 362-2174

Lincoln Hardware
77 Magnolia St.
Lincoln (205) 763-7660

Piggly Wiggly
320 West Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-7949
308 North East St.
Talladega (256) 362-2258
1070 1st St. NW.
Childersburg 
(256) 378-5795

Johnny’s Plumbing
117 Meleah Dr.
Talladega (256) 362-2735

Royal Foods Inc.
1904 16th Ave. S.
Pell City (205) 884-1040

J.R. Air Cooled Engine
244 Battle St. W.
Talladega (256) 761-1714

Meadowview 
Nursing Center
 7300 Hwy 78E
 Pell City (205) 640-5212                

Blair & Parsons 
1711 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-3440

Ford Meter Box Co. Inc.
815 Miles Pkwy
Pell City (205) 884-4480
www.fordmeterbox.com

Burton’s Food Stores
5770 US Hwy 11
Springville (205) 467-7275

St Clair Land Title Co.    
1711 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-3465   

Stevens & Son
1604 Martin St. S.
Pell City (205) 338-9872

Comfort Experts Heating 
& Air Duct Cleaning
103 Sunset Strip
Pell City (205) 812-6002
www.comfortexpertsair.com

Colonial Motors
411 East St. North
Talladega (256) 362-2271
colonialmotors.biz

Reliable Transmission   
111 Broome St.
Talladega (256) 761-1220

Camp Clinic
Dr. Cary Camp
300 East St. North, Suite E
Talladega (256) 362-2003

Talladega Office 
Machines
30 North Spring St.
Talladega (256) 362-2883

Swen Communications
Inc.
214 1st. St. W.
Sylacauga (256) 245-3236

Comer Museum & Arts 
Center
711 N.Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-4016

Jack’s Family Restaurants
Locally owned & operated
Talladega (256) 362-4761
601 Bankhead Blvd.
Sylacauga (256) 249-4006
911 North Broadway Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-3040
901 Martin St. North
Munford (256) 358-5942
44345 AL Hwy 21

Lineville Health & 
Rehabilitation, LLC
88073 Hwy 9
Lineville (256) 396-2104

Tallatron, Inc.
35960 Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 761-1228
Lic. No. 187

21-30 Years

21st Century Signs, Inc.
1219 Main Ave. N.  
Sylacauga (256) 245-9201
21stcenturysigns@bellsouth

Columbus Finance
122 East Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-3600

Designer Corner Boutique
109 Johnson Ave.
Talladega (256) 362-3232

Bill Stanford Automotive
35500 Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 362-7540

Tempforce 
Sylacauga
(256) 245-TEMP
Pell City (205) 884-HELP
Lineville (256) 396-1800
Anniston (256) 236-TEMP

Superior Pest Control
Ashland (256) 396-5016
www.superiorpestcontrolal.com

Community Credit
1912 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-4433
NMLS#206219
Loan Originator#206244

Caran Wilbanks
Realtor/ERA King
Pell City (205) 268-9772

Cropwell Small Animal 
Hospital
2308 Mays Dr.
Pell City (205) 338-3556

Clark’s Insurance
106 South Court Square
Talladega (256) 362-3548

Ashley Manor
925 Ashley Dr
Moody (205) 640-1449

Buddy Bowman 
Construction
1621 Pleasant Valley Dr
Pell City (205) 338-1424

Woods Surfside Marina  
37 Marina Dr
Cropwell (205) 525-5533

Robinson Law Firm
1911 Martin St. S. Ste. B
Pell City (205) 884-5133
www.rlflaw.net

Logan Martin Vet Clinic
1220 Martin St. S.
Pell City (205) 884-3412

Metro Bank
800 Martin St. S.
Pell City (205) 884-2265

Lakeside Hospice
4010 Masters Rd.
Pell City (205) 884-1111
www.lakesidehospice.org
Check us on Facebook
ssmith@lakesidehospice

Hill, Weisskopf & Hill, 
P.C.
Moody Professional 
Building
PO Box 310
2603 Moody Pkwy
Moody
(205) 640-2000

The Realty Pro’s
Judy Chaffee
644 Crawfish Ln.
Ragland
(205) 531-9950

Elwood Staffing
115 North Court St., 
Suite A
Talladega (256) 362-1953

Presbyterian Oaks 
Apartments
408 5th St. South
Talladega (256) 362-5218

Lincoln Pharmacy
99 Magnolia St.
Lincoln (205) 763-7759

Sleeping Giant Veterinary 
Clinic
65501 AL Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-8977

Waites Tire & Service 
Center
310 E. Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-6632

Piggly Wiggly
1244 Talladega Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 249-4836
1301 W Ft. Williams St.
Sylacauga (256) 249-0028

Wal-Mart
41301 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga (256) 245-0356

Strickland Accounting 
& Tax Service
34830 US Hwy 280 
Childersburg
(256) 378-7733

Trussell, Funderburg,
 Rea & Bell, P.C.
1916 1st Ave. N.
Pell City (205 338-7273

16-20 YEARS

Bain & Company
1609 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-2332

Sarah Brazzolotto
1908 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-7726

Guadalajara Mexican 
Restaurant 
Hwy 231 S. Towne Park 
Plaza
Pell City (205) 884-2195

Head Chiropractic Center
1013 Ft. Williams
Victorian Village
Sylacauga (256) 245-2258

Alabama Eye 
Clinic  
Dr. Joseph Schnorbus
109 Coosa St. East #A
Talladega (256) 362-4872

Masterbrand Cabinets
101 East Pkwy.
Talladega (256) 292-2230

Terry Hogge 
Electric  
800 Shelton Shores
Lincoln (205) 763-9844

S.A.F.E.
Sylacauga Alliance for
Family Enhancement
78 Betsy Ross Ln.
PO Box 122 Sylacauga
(256) 245-4343

Woods Appraisal Services
1704 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-1608

HDA Title Loans 
1605 Martin St. S. Suite 4
Pell City (205) 338-6741

11-15 Years

Hilltop Electric 
1717 1st Ave. S
Pell City (205) 884-7670

Trammel, Harper, & 

Williams

1607 Martin St. S. Ste. 4

Pell City (205) 884-3444

Susan Gentry Insurance 

3255 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205) 884-113

Rhodes Agency

Allstate Insurance

2107 Martin St. S.

 Suite 102

Pell City (205) 338-0502 

Preston.rhodes@allstate.com

Gaither’s Florist

704 D Battle St.

Talladega (256) 480-0090

Celebrations

3005 Martin St. S.

Cropwell (205) 884-8632

Logan Martin Properties

5030 Cogswell Ave. #300

Pell City (205) 405-0852

Brookhill Village

900 Brookhill Village Cir.

Pell City (205) 814-4800

Remax/Hometown 

Properties

3440 Martin St. S. 

Suite 17

Cropwell (205) 338-7355

Tony Hamlin 

Attorney at Law 

1900 Cogswell Ave. 

Pell City (205) 884-1875

Marble City Pharmacy

264 Ft. Williams St. W

Sylacauga (256) 245-4446

6- 10 YEARS

Lincoln Chiropractic

47795 US Hwy 78

Lincoln (205) 763-2222

Comfort Care Hospice

702 E. Battle St.

Talladega (256) 761-1250

Hair Designs by Holly 

1021 Martin St. S.

Pell City (205) 338-1848

Golden Rule BBQ

1700 Martin St. N.

Pell City (205) 338-1443

Rana’s

75301 Hwy 77

Lincoln (205) 763-2266

Angler Recycling 

15226 Hwy 411

Odenville (205) 629-2200

Image Plus                    

30 Comer Ave.

Pell City (205) 884-0163

1-5 years

Express Pharmacy

320 W. Battle St.

(Inside Piggly Wiggly)

Talladega (256) 362-1120

Downey Eye Care

47795 Hwy 78

Lincoln (205) 763-2015

www.visionsource-downeyeyecare.com

Aardwolf  Termite & 

Pest Control

290 Lock 4 Rd.

Riverside (205) 338-6615

Harmon’s Electrical 

Services

PO Box 466

Pell City (205) 473-5528                        

Realty Executives 

Complete

Stephanie Hurst

2408 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (256)493-7441

Stephanie.Hurst1@gmail

Killin Time

1506 Martin St. S.

Pell City (205) 338-0807

Salon 4 U

3315 Dr. John Haynes Dr.

Pell City (205) 299-6515

LaDonna Phillips

Hairstylist/Owner

Trading Post Processing 

& Butcher Shop

225 Old Coal City Rd.

Pell City (205) 338-1562

Lakeside Boathouse

7-18th St.

Pell City 

(205) 473-5750

keithclements1985@

hotmail.com

Like us on Facebook

Dr. Jewelry

243 US Hwy 11

Argo Village

Trussville 205-467-0222

John Davis, Owner

Realty South

Angie Thomas, Realtor

109 Inverness Plaza

Birmingham

(205) 563-7766

angiethomas@realtysouth.com

Beck First Aid & 

Safety, Inc.

20901 Hwy 231

Pell City (205) 982-0887

Endless Horizon Cruises

Marilyn Lawson/

Cruise Specialist

“No Booking Fee”

(256) 268-0129

Classic Cars Heaven

20901 Hwy 231

Pell City (205) 982-0887

Jazz’m Up Pet Salon

1607 Martin St. S. Suite 1

Pell City (205) 884-7387

Bubbles 

Laundromat 

501 Ft. Lashley Ave.

Talladega (256) 362-6008

Like us on Facebook: 

bubbleslaundromatdega

Ev’s Rusty Rooster

1604 Martin St. S.

Pell City (205) 405-8624

evelyne.scott@yahoo.com

BUSINESSES...from decades past to decades to come.
Each year brings new opportunities
for continuing growth and progress.

These businesses in The Daily Home coverage area 
have shaped our communities' future.

Read about them here...

Over 160 Years 81-90 Years

41-50 Years

31-40 Years

31-40 Years

31-40 Years 21-30 Years

11-15 Years

6-10 Years

61-70 Years 41-50 Years

61-70 Years

51-60 Years

21-30 Years 11-15 Years 1-5 Years51-60 Years 21-30 Years 6-10 Years
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101-135 Years

71-80 Years

91-100 Years

21-30 Years

16-20 Years

1-5 Years
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“Our professional art-
ists series began about 
1996 or 97,” said Bill 
McGehee, founder and 
still a board member of 
the organization.

“It’s been maybe 
20 years or more since 
Antique Talladega was 
founded, and we merged 
with Talladega First to get 
nonprofit status. Mike 
Mitchell was our execu-
tive director, and we never 
envisioned we would have 
someone like Dihann 
Carroll working the kinks 
out of her show here 
before taking it to New 
York, or Don McLean 
or the others we’ve had 
through the years. That 
was never envisioned,” 
McGehee said.

“When we hired 
George Culver is when 
that became a reality. 
George had bigger goals 
in mind than we had for 
the theater, so it really has 
been his baby.”

In addition to art-
ists such as Carroll and 
McLean and imperson-
ators of Patsy Cline and 
Elvis Presley, to name a 
few, McGehee said events 
marking the 50th anniver-
sary of Civil Rights mile-
stones in Birmingham 
were milestones for the 
theater.

“We did a simulcast 
of ‘Four Little Girls’ with 
the Kennedy Center in 
Washington. We were 
going to do our own 
version, but we real-
ized it would be better 
to simulcast the event 
from Washington. We 
did ‘Letters from the 
Birmingham Jail,’ which 
used local clergymen to 
play the parts of the cler-
gy Dr. King sent letters 
to during that period of 
time. The drama had been 

done in Birmingham, and 
it was very well received 
here. It was such a strong 
performance.

“We followed that 
up with professional 
artists doing ‘To Kill a 
Mockingbird,’ and we 
were recently able to do 
the ‘The Miracle Worker, 
the Helen Keller’ story.”

A revue of Muscle 
Shoals music hit the stage 
earlier this year, as well.

“These things are really 
all about Alabama, and 
very pertinent,” McGehee 
said. 

The Ritz puts on eight 
or 10 shows a year, and 
is also available to other 
groups to put on fundrais-
ing shows.

“In the last year, other 
organizations have raised 
$25,000 or $30,000 at the 
Ritz,” McGehee said.

“We’re providing pro-
fessional artists, making it 
available for local fund-
raisers, and there are some 
other things we’ve pro-
duced. Plus, we’ve added 
movie projection, and 
in the future we hope to 
start getting some first-
run movies that might 
not show commercially 
in Talladega or Anniston 
or even Birmingham,” he 
said.

“We’ve got to upgrade 
our film capacity to be 
able to show any film pro-
duced after 2013. They 
require you to have the 
sound system – there are 
a lot of things required. 
We’re a long way from the 
optimal theater we could 
have, but we’ve raised over 
a million dollars for capi-
tal improvements.”

McGehee said more 
than half the audience 
members at the Ritz 
commonly come from 
outside Talladega, visit-
ing from Birmingham, 
Montgomery, Anniston 

and all points in-between. 
“Last time they did a 
cost-benefits analysis, they 
found we added almost 
a million dollars to the 
economy,” he said, point-
ing out that the visitors’ 
spending was at restau-
rants, gas stations, motels 
and stores all over town.

Built in 1936, the Ritz 
is considered one of the 
best surviving examples of 
the Art Deco mainstreet 
theatres of the 1930s, 
according to its website.

“Careful restoration of 
the landmark’s extraordi-
nary façade, comprised 
exclusively of opaque 
structural glass, a common 
construction material used 
lavishly during the Deco 
period in buildings like 
the Rockerfeller Center in 
New York City, was com-
pleted in late 1997 with 
perfectly matched antique 
vitrolite glass by renowned 
St. Louis artisan Timothy 
J. Dunn. 

“The historic Ritz 
Theatre reopened on Feb. 
16, 1998, as the premiere 
performing arts center 
of East Central Alabama 
with a concert by the 
National Symphony 
String Quintet.”

As the building was 
improved and audiences 
swarmed to see the shows, 
Antique Talladega spread 
out by buying the Otts 
Building on the right 
of the theater and the 
Kenwin-Dress for Less 
building on the left.

U.S. Sen. Richard 
Shelby was able to provide 
grant money to the city 
to support preservation in 
the historic district, which 
Antique Talladega was 
able to access by selling 
those buildings to the city 
government.

Now, the organization 
owns the Lee Laundry 
building and the Ritz 

R itz
From Page 4B Furniture building.

“We will be deeding 
that to the city as well. 
We will maintain the front 
half of the Lee Laundry 
building, and the city will 
take the back of it down 
to increase size of the alley 
and add some parking 
where Ritz Furniture used 
to be. What’s going to hap-
pen is, the city will be able 
to increase the size of the 
alley so we can bring trucks 
in and bring theatrical sets 
that we couldn’t bring 
in before because they 
couldn’t offload them.”

McGehee praised the 
city of Talladega and City 
Manager Brian Muenger 

for working closely with 
Antique Talladega.

“We got a jewel when 
we got Brian Muenger. 
He’s got more facts and fig-
ures in his head – he knows 
what he wants to do and 
he knows where he wants 
to go. He has really been 
wonderful for Talladega. 
I’ve worked with mayors 
and city managers and 
there have been some very 
good and capable ones. But 
Brian communicates well, 
and a lot of the things he’s 
thought of are things we’ve 
thought of too. We work 
hand-in-glove with him, 
and he’s very pleasant to 
work with.”

McGehee said Culver 

was responsible for bring-
ing those first big shows to 
Talladega, and he’s got sev-
eral shows lined up for the 
coming year that will likely 
be announced next month.

“George left us and 
went to the Birmingham 
Children’s Theater five or 
six years ago,” McGehee 
said. “I told him he was 
leaving his legacy behind, 
and I think he kind of 
realized that and saw that 
he had really been making 
a difference in Talladega. 
We were fortunate to get 
him to come back a few 
years ago. He’s an asset. He 
really adds to the fabric of 
Talladega,” McGehee said. 

‘George (Culver) had bigger goals in mind than we had for the the-
ater, so it really has been his baby.’

- Bill McGehee, founder of Antique Talladega
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Education that meets your 
child’s needs.

256.362.4314
www.phfc.org

P.O. Drawer 577 • Talladega
tparker@phfc.org

LIMITED SPACE  - GRADES 7-12
Small Class Size With Personal Attention
College and Career Ready Graduates, 75% of 
2014 Graduates Received College Scholarships 
Student-Centered Electives, Athletics, 
and Extra-Curricular Activities 

AdvancED Accreditation Ensures A Quality
Education With High Academic Standards 

Hope Academy
at the Presbyterian Home

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
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New services offered at Citizens BMC
By DARON HARRIS
Daily Home Correspondent

The field of health care 
services offered to the great-
er Talladega county com-
munity and east central 
Alabama has broadened sig-
nificantly with the launch 
of Citizens Baptist Medical 
Center’s newly accredited 
hospice care program along 
with its soon to be started 
PET-CT scan program. 

Director of Hospice 
Gregory Lee and Rehab 
and Home Health Director 
Jonathon Green at Citizens 
Baptist recently outlined 
the many pluses of Citizens’ 
new hospice program.  

Lee was brought 
on-board in October 2013 
to spearhead implementing 
the hospice program and 
to make sure that every-
thing would be in place for 
the ultimate licensure and 
state accreditation necessary 
to begin serving patients. 
This process was finalized 
by June, and the hospice 
program is now successfully 
serving patients in the area. 

Lee, with over 16 years of 
experience in hospice care, 
and Green, with over 15 
years of experience in home 
health, credit this amazing-
ly efficient start up of the 
program to “the wonderful 
team in place at Citizens.”  

Lee and Green agree that 
without the active support of 
President Joel Taylor, Zach 
Abercrombie, CFO, Ann 
McEntire, Chief Nursing 
Officer and Doctor Stanley 
Jett, Medical Director for 
the hospice program, put-
ting all of this in place could 
not have happened. 

They agree “there is an 
incredible team in place 
here at Citizens, and every-
one from the top down has 
been very helpful.” 

Lee and Green pointed 
out that the hospice pro-
gram offered at Citizen dis-
tinguishes itself uniquely 
from that offered through 

other providers in that 
most hospice programs 
and home health agencies 
are not hospital owned. 
The fact that Citizens 
already has a successful 
home health program in 
place allows the hospital to 
more fully serve the set of 
patients that require flex-
ible treatment, and both 
programs are easily able to 
communicate in order to 
best serve patients.

If a patient enrolled in 
home health might better 
be served via hospice or if a 
hospice patient can no lon-
ger continue hospice but 
still has needs that can be 
met through home health, 
having Citizens overseeing 
both programs results in 
seamless care for its valued 
patients. This improved 
flexibility and Citizens’ 
already well established 
faith-based atmosphere 
for serving patients are big 
pluses for many people in 
the region and Alabama. 

Lee and Green men-
tioned that state accrediting 
officers were very impressed 
with Citizens’ state of read-
iness to implement the hos-
pice program as a full roster 

of interested patients was 
already in place even before 
the program could begin.  

Citizens has contract-
ed Molecular Imaging 
Technologies to provide 
PET-CT scanning services 
through its mobile PET-
CT scanning truck, sched-
uled to arrive at Talladega’s 
Citizens later this month 
for a long-term period of 
operation serving patients. 

Brett Gilliam is the 
PET-CT Technologist and 
Physician Relationship 
Manager for Molecular 
Imaging Technologies, and 
he recently detailed the 
benefits the availability of 
these scanning services will 
bring to local patients. 

PET-CT is short for 
“positron emission tomog-
raphy-computed tomogra-
phy,” and this revolution-
ary type of scanning tech-
nology is a valuable tool 
to be used in conjunction 
with the older technologies 
of X-ray, CT scans, MRI 
and ultrasound. PET-CT 
scans offer a “metabolic” 
level of scanning whereas 
the other technologies are 
better suited for “anatom-
ical” imaging. PET scans 

ultimately can help doctors 
and patients to differentiate 
between benign or malig-
nant situations, and they 
can also help them to avoid 
invasive biopsies.   

“For patients with a 
known cancer, it can assist 
their doctor greatly in 
planning treatment and 
to gauge the ‘before’ and 
‘after’ effectiveness of treat-
ments,” Gilliam said. 

He said while it is 
expected that most likely 
100 percent of cases to be 
served through Citizens’ 
PET-CT program will be 
oncology based, the scan-
ning technology is also 
helpful in the area of neu-
rology (memory disorders, 
Alzheimer’s) as well as in 
cardiac care.

Through the launching 
of services such as hospice 
care and on-site PET-CT 
scans at Citizens, patients 
now have better options 
to consider for their health 
needs and resource plan-
ning.  

Being able to choose 
health care options in their 
immediate area closer to 
home and to avoid long 
drives back and forth to 

hospitals in Birmingham or 
other larger cities is a defi-
nite plus to patients who 
are already dealing with 
enough hardship on their 

plates.  The time, money 
and energy saved are of tan-
gible and direct benefit to 
the health, treatment and 
recovery of these patients. 

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Citizens Baptist Medical Center in Talladega has a new hospice care 
program, along with a soon to be started PET-CT scan program.

W e A ccept: Medicare, M edicaid, B C B S &  Most Maj or I nsu rance P lans

Talladega Ophthalmology Clinic
Expert Care For Your Eyes

Open Monday-Friday 8 am-5pm at 2 Convenient Locations:

K h alid L. K h an M.D .   Board Certified O ph thal m ol ogist

216A East Battle St., Talladega
256-362-1590 or 1-800-362-4140

MA C U LA R  D E G E N E R A T I O N  
A ge- rela t ed m a cula r de gene ra t ion ( A M D )  
is a  pr ogressive  e ye  c ondi t ion a f f ect ing a s 
ma ny a s 15 million A merica ns , w it h 200 ,000 
ne w c a ses e a ch ye a r. A M D  c a uses s eve re 
vi sion l oss b eca use i t  a t t a cks  t he m a cula r of  
t he e ye , w here our  s ha rpe st  c ent ra l vi sion 
occurs. I t  ge t s i n t he w a y of  r ea ding, dr ivi ng, 
ident if yi ng f a ces, w a t ching t elevi sion, s a f ely 
na vi ga t ing s t a irs a nd pe rf orming ot her da ily 
t a sks . A M D  ne ve r c a uses c ompl et e bl ind -
ne ss, but  i t  r obs t he i ndi v idua l of  a ll but  t he 
out ermost , pe riphe ra l vi sion, l ea vi ng onl y 
dim i ma ges or  hol es a t  t he c ent er of  vi sion.

YOUR GUIDE TO EYE HEALTH
Diet, l if esty l e, e nvironm ent, an d aging have a 
pr of ound ef f ect on vision. A side f rom  aging, y ou 
can m odif y  these risk f actors. B y  m aki ng ey e-
heal thy  choices, y ou can reduce the severity  or 
rate of progression of a vision affliction. 

LI FE ST Y LE  A N D  SI G H T  
L if est yl e c hoices a re f a r m ore i mpor t a nt  f or 
v ision he a lt h t ha n pe opl e r ea liz e. H ow one  
live s i n t oda y’ s e nvi ronm ent  br ings  bot h 
risks  a nd r ewa rds.
After aging� smoking is the most significant 
risk f a ct or f or A M D .
O besit y ha s be en c onne ct ed t o hi gh bl ood 
p ressure a nd c a rdiova scula r di sea se -  bot h of  
which a re r isk f a ct ors f or gl a ucoma , di a bet ic 
ret inopa t hy a nd A M D .
E xe rcise -  e nough t o s wea t , t hree t imes a  
week.

N U T R I T I O N  A N D  SI G H T
A  di et  t ha t  i nc ludes c olorf ul f ruit s a nd 
ve get a bles, da rk l ea f y gr eens , nut s, f reque nt  
serYings of fatty� cold�Zater fish and foods 
low o n t he gl yc emic i nde x i s a  f ounda t ion 
f or he a lt hy vi sion.

SU N LI G H T  A N D  SI G H T
E xpos ure t o i nt ens e s unl ight  m a y c ont ribut e 
t o A M D . I t  a lso i nc rea ses r isk f or c a t a ra ct  
a nd c orne a l di sea se. P rot ect ing your  e ye s 
f rom t he ul t ra vi olet  ( A  a nd B )  a nd bl ue l ight  
spe ct rum by w ea ring w ide- brimmed ha t s a nd 
U V - blocki ng s ungl a sses ( a mber pr ot ect s be st  
a ga ins t  bl ue l ight .)

Professional Office Building, 2811 Dr. John Haynes Drive, 
Pell CIty • 205-338-6444
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Y ou shoul d seek adv ice 
f rom  and schedul e regu-
l ar, an nual  exam inations 
with y our ey e care 
spe cial ist, m ore of ten if  
y ou are expe riencing 
dim inished vision.

Mayor B. J. Meeks
James D. (Jimmy) Payne, Council Member / 

Mayor Pro Tempore / Ward A
Michele N. Mizzell, Council Member / Ward B

Angesa Twymon / Ward C
Billy Lester, Council Member / Ward D

Ralph R. Rich, Council Member / Ward E 

City Council Meetings held on First 
and Third Tuesdays of each month 

at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall

Childersburg, Oldest City in America...1540
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THE CITY OF

Childersburg, Oldest City in America...1540

Childersburg, AlabamaChildersburg, AlabamaChildersburg, AlabamaChildersburg, AlabamaChildersburg, AlabamaChildersburg, Alabama

CITY HALL

Whether you are here to live, work, study or play, 
you will find a great sense of energy, enthusiasm and 

excitement in all aspects of the community. 
From residential to business development, you will 

discover that Childersburg is truly a community 
which is doing things. A great spot to vacation.
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St. Vincent’s
St. Clair Hospital
continues to grow
By DAVID ATCHISON
Home staff writer

St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
Hospital in Pell City con-
tinues to grow, adding 
more services while keep-
ing a high level of customer 
satisfaction. 

“St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
has experienced tremen-
dous volume growth in 
the past two and one-half 
years,” said Evan Ray, 
president of rural hospi-
tals for St. Vincent’s Health 
System. “In comparing 
volume levels prior to the 
opening of the new hospi-
tal in December 2011, we 
have realized a 40 percent 
increase in inpatient vol-
umes and a greater than 50 
percent increase in outpa-
tient volumes.” 

The $32 million hos-
pital began seeing patients 
Dec. 10, 2011, and a flood 
of people have since sought 
medical care at the facility. 

“The medical staff and 
associates of St. Vincent’s 
St. Clair have accommo-
dated this increase while 
maintaining a strict focus 
on quality of care and 
patient satisfaction,” Ray 
said. “St. Vincent’s St. 
Clair is routinely ranked 
above the 90th percentile 
for patient satisfaction as 
indicated by our Center 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services publicly reported 
patient satisfaction scores.”

Recently, St. Vincent’s 
St. Clair was recognized 
by their parent organiza-
tion, Ascension Health, for 
their strong performance in 
patient satisfaction. 

“In both Alabama and 
the United States, many 

small rural hospitals are dis-
continuing services or even 
closing their doors,” Ray 
said. “However, due to the 
tremendous support of St. 
Vincent’s Health System, 
Ascension Health and the 
St. Clair County communi-
ty, we are experiencing just 
the opposite. We contin-
ue to add service lines and 
physicians to our medical 
staff.”

Services added since 
the opening of the facil-
ity include the Advanced 
Wound Center, with hyper-
baric oxygen therapy; the 
Vein Center, and a Sleep 
Disorders Center. 

The physical therapy 
department added occupa-
tional and speech therapy to 
its services last year.

Surgical services now 
include a full-time gener-
al surgeon on call, Scott 
Smith, M.D.

This coverage benefits 
both emergency department 
patients and inpatients.  

Smith recently added 
surgical services to include 
anti-reflux surgery, laparo-
scopic colectomy for benign 
and malignant disease, thy-
roid surgery, vascular sur-
gery for dialysis, wound 
debridement and ortho-
pedics procedures such as 
pins, plates, and arthroscop-
ic knee and shoulder scopes. 

St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
recently added pain man-
agement services, with Dr. 
James Beretta as the medical 
director. 

Chronic pain manage-
ment treatments include 
activity modifications, 
physical therapy, trigger 
point injections, multidisci-
plinary pain treatment and 

pain medication manage-
ment.

The St. Clair facility 
offers a growing number of 
specialties, including cardi-
ology, dermatology, gastro-
enterology, general surgery, 
gynecology, nephrology, 
neurology, neurosurgery, 
ophthalmology, ortho-
pedics, otolaryngology 
(ENT), pulmonology, 
sports medicine, urology, 
and vascular surgery.

The hospital also pro-
vides lab testing, diagnostic 
imaging, physical/occupa-
tional therapy and inpatient 
services for the residents 
of the new Col. Robert 
L. Howard State Veterans 
Home. 

“We feel it’s an honor 
and a privilege to serve our 
veterans by providing quali-
ty health care services,” Ray 
said.

St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
continues to increase its 
staff and bring doctors who 
are specialists to the patient, 
instead of the patient hav-
ing to travel to Birmingham 
for treatment. 

“For the near future, 
we will continue to grow 
our reach throughout St. 
Clair County and the sur-
rounding region by sup-
porting our physicians, Ray 
said. “From a primary care 
perspective, we are part-
nering with local prima-
ry care groups to support 
the recruitment of addi-
tional physicians to their 
practices. From a specialist 
growth standpoint, we con-
tinue to work with spe-
cialists throughout Central 
Alabama to identify those 
whose practice goals align 
with both St. Vincent’s St. 

Clair and our community.” 
The new St. Vincent’s St. 

Clair Hospital has all private 
rooms with six intensive care 
beds and 34 medical/sur-
gical beds, which includes 
two extended-stay suites for 
patients and their families. 

Officials say the two-sto-
ry 79,000-square-foot facili-
ty is equipped with modern, 
state-of-the-art equipment 
for diagnosis and treatment.

The hospital at 7063 
Veterans Parkway has fewer 
inpatient rooms than the 
hospital it replaced. The 
new hospital has 40 beds, 
about half the inpatient 
beds as the older hospital. 

Officials say there is a 
shift to outpatient treatment 
versus inpatient care. 

“As our community and 
our hospital services grow, 
we will inevitably look to 
our community partners (St. 
Clair County Commission, 
St. Clair County Economic 
Development Council, St. 
Clair County Healthcare 
Authority and the City of 
Pell City) to identify a path-
way to expanding our hospi-
tal,” Ray said.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Officials say the number of patients treated has increased since moving 
out of the old St. Vincent’s St. Clair Hospital and into the new, more modern 
hospital.  
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704B Battle St. E., Talladega
Located in Griffins Jewelers Plaza

Open: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m., Sun. 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Owners: Cliff & Ryan Hall

Come Enjoy The Look & 
Feel of the 1950’s!
•Handspun Milkshakes & Malts
•Banana Splits & Ice Cream
•Handcrafted Sodas

Proudly serving 
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Ice Cream
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CVMC provides exceptional care
By BILL KIMBER
Home assistant editor

 
Health care in South 

Talladega County contin-
ues its positive march to 
the future, as Coosa Valley 
Medical Center contin-
ues to add equipment and 
technology, personnel and 
specialties and programs to 
boost community wellness.

“Acknowledging that 
health care is in the midst 
of sweeping change, I do 
believe CVMC is well 
positioned to serve the 
surrounding communities 
into the future,” said Chief 
Executive Officer Glenn C. 
Sisk, “That commitment 
begins with the tremen-
dous clinical and individual 
care our physicians, nurses, 
technicians, therapists and 
the balance of our staff pro-
vide to our guests every day.

“As well, having health-
care decision-making at the 
local level affords our board 
and leadership team the 
ability to remain nimble 
and react to changes in our 
environment rapidly.”

CVMC now offers PET 
and CT imaging services, 
as well as inpatient dialysis. 

“CVMC is fortunate 
to deliver care to residents 
of five counties. However, 
our primary service areas 
rest right here in Talladega 
County,” Sisk said. “The 
continued confidence and 
support residents of this 
area provide to CVMC have 
grown even more import-
ant given the fragile reim-
bursement environment 
Alabama hospitals face. 
Our communities need to 
continually be focused on 
effective economic develop-
ment opportunities which 
create beneficial jobs and 
benefit programs result-
ing in a healthier econo-
my. As a result, education 
programs grow, healthcare 
is strengthened, and local 
businesses prosper. We have 

the capability of achieving 
such results and we look 
forward to continually sup-
porting these efforts.”

The only civilian hos-
pital built in the United 
States during World War II, 
Sylacauga Hospital changed 
its name to Coosa Valley 
Medical Center in 1980, 
and from 1995 to 2004 
it was owned by Baptist 
Health System. Today the 
independent, non-profit 
hospital employs some 600 
people, with medical staff 
representing more than 20 
areas of specialization.

“The bricks and mortar 
and state-of-the-art equip-
ment were a significant 
change in our communi-
ty, and we’re very proud 
of that,” Sisk said. “While 
much of our focus over the 
last several years has been 
upgrading the condition 
of our physical plant, the 
continued progress made by 
our physicians and clini-
cal team members has been 
even more encouraging.”

Reaching out to the 

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Glenn C. Sisk is chief executive officer of Coosa Valley Medical Center 
in Sylacauga.

community, “We want peo-
ple to choose CVMC when 
they have a health need, 
and we want to meet them 
at that point of need, but 
we also want to keep them 
well,” said Vanessa Green, 
the hospital’s chief business 
development officer.

In the past year, CVMC 
has reacquired manage-
ment of its onsite fitness 
and wellness center – Coosa 
Valley Fitness and Wellness 
– which reopened after sig-
nificant upgrades.

“Our gym is excep-
tionally clean. It’s the only 
one in the area with a cli-
mate-controlled indoor 
walking track and working 
racquetball courts, and it’s 
staffed with full-time atten-
dants,” said Lindsay Johns, 
community outreach and 
marketing coordinator. The 
center has cardio equip-
ment, weight machines and 
locker rooms with show-
ers, and offers personalized 
attention along with group 
exercise classes.

“Be active … live well” is 

the motto of the fitness and 
wellness center, and mem-
bership has increased sig-
nificantly since the hospital 
reacquired management and 
invited the community to 
“Come grow with us.”

“We want people to think 
of us when they are not 
feeling well, but we want 
to move to being the place 
people view as a resource to 
help them live a healthy and 
fit lifestyle,” said Christy 
B. Knowles, chief human 
resources officer.

Green said individualized 
wellness plans set Coosa 
Valley Fitness and Wellness 
apart. 

CVMC also partners with 
local industries to provide 
health and wellness resourc-
es for their employees. The 
hospital offers a broad range 
of services including health 
education classes, health 
fairs and screenings, training 
in CPR and other topics, 
and on-site flu shots. By 
working closely with lead-
ing employers and business 
groups, more community 

members receive greater 
access to quality care.

In comparisons to 
national standards of care, 
CVMC is a leading per-
former, said Amy Price, 
chief nursing and operations 
officer. CVMC is accredited 
by The Joint Commission, 
and has historically per-
formed in the top 7 per-
cent nationally. The medi-
cal center has outperformed 
state and national averag-
es in patient satisfaction 
reported by the Hospital 
Consumer Assessment of 
Healthcare Providers and 
Systems. The hospital has 
also been recognized by 
VHA and the American 
Heart Association for deliv-
ering exceptional patient 
care, and its intensive care 
unit received the Beacon 
Award for Excellence from 

the American Association 
of Critical Care Nurses.

“Our work is focused 
not on winning awards or 
being recognized for what 
we do here; it’s focused on 
doing what is right by the 
patient and knowing that 
ultimately, the outcome 
will be as it should be, and 
along with that comes rec-
ognition,” Price said.

Sisk looks to a bright 
future at CVMC. “Given 
the challenges created by 
changes in federal health 
care insurance laws, the 
CVMC team continues to 
prepare to assist residents of 
our region in gaining access 
to care. We remain stead-
fast in our commitment to 
recruit physicians and add 
beneficial services while 
exceeding the expectations 
of our guests.”

No representation is made about the quality of podiatry services to be performed or the expertise of the podiatrists 
performing such services.

DR. ROBERT RUSSELL • DR. JAMES BOWMAN
9 Western Ave.
Sylacauga, AL 256-249-2212

PODIATRY 
ASSOCIATES, PC.

•Heel Pain
•Diabetic Foot Care •Bunions 

•Hammer Toes •Ingrown Toe Nails  
•Corns & Plantar Warts •and more

Plantar Faciitis is a common cause of heel pain.
The pain experienced is similar to a bruised heel. It 
is usually present in the morning and at the end of 
the day. Plantar Faciitis can cause you to limp and 
possibly miss time from work.

Dr. Russell and Dr. Bowman offer many effective 
treatments for this condition that usually do not involve 
surgery.

C al l  f or an ap p ointm ent 
if  y ou are ex p eriencing heel  p ain.

•Time may heal all wounds, but time also wounds all heels •

Look for more Foot Facts in future editions of The Daily Home.
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“Co me  Home  To  U s”
Metro Bank

MB

We at Metro Bank believe in the power of local business. In these 
trying times we want to encourage everyone to shop locally. 

Remember we are never so powerful as when we work together.

We are a Full Service Bank offering a
variety of products to fit your needs.

M e m b e r
Insurance products are not FDIC Insured

Pell City • Ragland • Lincoln • Heflin
Ashville • Southside • Moody

MB Financial Services, Inc.
Personal and Commercial Insurance

Residential Mortgage Lending

Drive Thru Banking
Available at 7:30 a.m.

Open Every Friday
Until 5:30 p.m.
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We accept Visa, Mastercard & Discover   •   Money Orders Available   • Food Stamps & WIC Accepted     

7 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU:
TALLADEGA • 320 W. BATTLE ST.
OFFICE 256-362-7949, DELI 362-7956

HOURS: MON.-SAT., 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-9 P.M.

TALLADEGA • 308 N. EAST ST. 
OFFICE 256-362-2258

HOURS: MON.-SAT., 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-9 P.M.

GOODWATER • 470 S. MAIN ST.
OFFICE 256-839-1322

HOURS: 7:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M.

ANNISTON • 1615 QUINTARD AVE.
OFFICE 256-237-7090

HOURS: MON.-SAT., 6 A.M.-9 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-9 P.M.

CHILDERSBURG •  1068 1ST STREET N.W.
OFFICE 256-378-5795

HOURS: TUES.-SAT., 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-9 P.M.

SYLACAUGA •  1244 TALLADEGA HIGHWAY
OFFICE 256-249-4836

HOURS: 7 A.M.-10 P.M. 7 DAYS A WEEK

SYLACAUGA •  1351 WEST FORT WILLIAMS ST.
OFFICE 256-249-8989

HOURS: 7 A.M.-10 P.M. 7 DAYS A WEEK

Selection, Quality &
        Value Count...

So Does Every Penny.

That’s why at Piggly Wiggly 
we strive to deliver low prices 
on top quality foods you feel 

good about buying. 
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Craig Bates, coordinator of instruction technology for the Talladega 
County School System, said it’s gratifying to see what Talladega County 
Schools have done in the past five years.

Technology used
to support learning
in county schools
By SHANE DUNAWAY
Home staff writer

For more than half a 
decade, the 1-to-1 stu-
dent-to-computer technol-
ogy initiative in Talladega 
County Schools has leapt 
into the spotlight of mod-
ernized education.

When Fayetteville High 
School, Lincoln High 
School and Munford 
High School implement-
ed the new technology 
initiative in January, it 
meant all high schools in 
the county system had 
met Superintendent Dr. 
Suzanne Lacey’s goal for 
the system.

“The technology is 
used to support student 
learning,” Lacey said. “The 
computer or the technolo-
gy does not replace good 
teaching. If the students 
are working on a project, 
they may be using their 
device to research infor-
mation on that particular 
topic. There are multiple 
ways that the technology 
is being used to enhance 
learning.”

Craig Bates, former 
Winterboro High School 
principal who currently 
serves as coordinator of 
instructional technology 
for the school system, said 
it’s gratifying to see what 
Talladega County Schools 
have done in the past five 
years.

 “When Winterboro 
started 1-to-1 comput-
er-to-student education, it 
was something unique in 
the state of Alabama, but 
as we move forward five 
years later, it is one of seven 
in our district and many 
across the state,” Bates said. 
“We were on the cutting 
edge in Talladega County 
then, and will remain so. 
Being a part of current and 
newly forming initiatives is 
exciting.” 

He said the schools 
involved with the tech-
nology initiative have a 
cumulative total of more 
than 2,000 MacBooks, 
400 iPads and 800 desktop 
computers with an addi-
tional 1,200 iPads to be 
distributed at schools with-
in the coming year.

“Our plan is to add 
four additional schools this 
year that serve students 
K-4,” Bates said. This will 
leave us with three middle 
schools and two elemen-
tary schools remaining. I 
cannot give a specific dead-
line, but know that we 
are working as quickly as 
finances will allow. We are 
hopeful that the state will 
begin to support technolo-
gy initiatives in the future, 
and this will expedite this 
process.”

Lacey confirmed A.H. 
Watwood Elementary 
School would be among 
the four schools to receive 
the new technology, with 
the others schools whose 

students may benefit 
to be determined once 
the E-Rate funding is 
approved for the 2014-15 
school year.

“It’s getting us one 
step closer to having all 
17 schools with a 1-to-1,” 
Lacey said.

Bates highlighted the 
primary challenge the 
county faces in bringing all 
schools into the modern 
era of learning through the 
initiative.

“It would be a better 
situation of we had every 
student at every school in 
a 1-to-1 situation,” Bates 
said. “Finances simply 
will not allow a complete 
rollout to 7,700 students 
at one time, but we are 
making great progress one 
school at a time. We will 
achieve our goal of 1-to-1 
technology for all 7,700 
students.”

For the students who 
already participate in the 
initiative, Bates explained 
there are plans in place if a 
piece of equipment needs 
to come out of circula-
tion due to maintenance 
issues or a mishap caus-
ing damage to the iPad or 
MacBook.

“We do have suffi-
cient inventory to provide 
replacements for students 
who have a machine out 
for repair,” Bates said. 
“This year, we are mak-
ing additional purchases to 
cover increased enrollment 

at some locations and we 
are able to move inventory 
between locations.”

He discussed how the 
philosophy and mindset 
has changed within the 
classroom setting at schools 
currently on board with 
1-to-1.

“I believe this initiative, 
along with project-based 
learning, has moved the 
instruction in our system 
from a more traditional 
‘sit and get’ model to one 
where students collabo-
rate together and with the 
teacher using technology 
to create new ideas, new 
products and new ideas,” 
Bates said. “I feel this fits 
much better with the state 
College and Career Ready 
Standards, which require 
students to solve problems 
by applying knowledge and 
to present using various 
multi-media tools.”

Bates said teachers and 
students alike have adapted 
well to the initiative.

“I feel like everyone has 
responded very positively,” 
Bates said. “While there 
are always going to be 
both students and teachers 
that need a little assistance 
at times, we provide an 
extremely robust profes-
sional development pro-
gram for out teachers to 
help them integrate tech-
nology into project work 
and daily lessons.”

Pell City Public Library
205-884-1015
www.pellcitylibrary.com 

B.B. Comer Memorial Library
Sylacauga
256-249-0961
www.bbcomerlibrary.net 

Armstrong-Osborn
Public Library
Talladega
256-362-4211

www.talladegalibrary.com 

Lincoln Library
205-763-4080

Munford Library
256-358-3600 

Earle A. Rainwater
Memorial Library
Childersburg
256-378-7239
www.childersburg.org/library 

Contact information for area libraries

35288 AL Hwy. 21  • Talladega
256-362-6370

HOURS: 
Mon. & Sat. 9 am - 3 pm; Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

www.talladegacyclesales.comServing The Area Since 1974
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Pell City BOE now meeting in new building
By DAVID ATCHISON
Home staff writer

The Pell City Board 
of Education has a new 
home. 

“We are in our new 
building,” said Dr. Michael 
Barber, superintendent of 
Pell City schools. “It is a 
comfortable work environ-
ment. It is a very workable 
building for our needs.”

The school system con-
verted the former St. Clair 
County Department of 
Human Resources build-
ing into its new central 
office. 

The facility was dam-
aged by a fire in 2009, and 
remained vacant until the 
board moved into the facil-
ity this month. Renovation 
work continues inside the 
building.

Gary Mozingo, the 
facilities supervisor for the 
school system, said renova-
tion work continues in the 
training area of the facility. 

“That should be com-
pleted by the end of 
August or the beginning of 
September,” he said.

Most of the central 
office personnel have 
already moved into their 
new offices.

“For the most part, 
about 90 percent of the 
people are in,” Barber said. 

He said school system 
nurses will not move into 
the building until August, 
after they return for the 
upcoming school year.

Barber said the tech-
nology and gifted educa-
tion departments have not 
moved into the new facility 
yet either, but will soon. 

He said the new facility 
will allow all central office 
personnel to work under 
one roof. 

The new board office 
is adjacent to and south 
of Interstate 20 on Bunt 
Drive, just off Dr. John 
Haynes Drive. 

The school board 
bought the building last 
year from the St. Clair 
County Commission for 
$125,000. The facility sits 
on two acres of land.

The building is sur-
rounded by a paved park-
ing lot, providing ample 
space for employees and 
visitors to park.

Barber said school 
board employees appear to 
like the new central office. 

“I’ve only heard positive 
feedback from them,” he 
said.

The facility has 32 offic-
es and a six-room training 
area in the west wing. The 

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Central office personnel have a new board building to work in. The board renovated the former St. Clair County Department 
of Human Resources building and turned it into its new central office. 

facility also has a 40-foot-
wide, 49-foot-long room 
for board meetings in the 
middle of the structure. 

“You can tell it’s going 
to be a more efficient floor 
plan for us,” Barber said, 
adding that employees 
don’t have to climb steps to 
reach their offices anymore. 

The Board of Education 
central office was in the 
two-story CenturyLink 

building, which the city is 
in the process of buying. 

Barber said the new 
board office is centrally 
located with easy access, 
and “the public is finding 
us.”

He said the St. Clair 
County Commission is 
removing trees from a lot 
in front of the new central 
office, so it is more visi-

ble to the public from Dr. 
John Haynes Drive. 

Barber said he still has 
a lot of organizing and 
unpacking to do, but he 
feels at home in his new 
office.

“I love it,” he said.

Contact David Atchison 
at datchison@dailyhome.
com.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

The Pell City Board of Education meets in its new central office building.
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Hometown People
You Know And Trust

2219 2nd Ave. No., Pell City, AL

205-338-3341

Plan Your Arrangements in Advance
so your family doesn’t have to...

Think of it as a gift to those you love.

000202247r1

                                                        Organized 30 years ago,
                                                        Hawk Plastics started 
                                                         production in October of 
                                                        1985 in the former Beaunit  
                                                         building on Plant Road.
                                                         Now, 29 years later, by 
                                                         the grace of God, the
                                                         Hawk is still �ying. One 
of the oldest American owned PVC pipe producers in the 
USA, Hawk Plastics has operated with the same name 
for its total existence. With as many as 40 employees to 
man the 3 shi� operation Hawk has maintained a steady 
workforce with 24-hour working days through many years 
of economic slowdown. Hawk received awards from the 
State of Alabama for 7 years with no lost time accidents; 
again by the grace of God.
Hawk manufactures PVC plastic sewer pipe with Integral 
Bell Gasketed joints and specializes in standard and 
custom PVC perforated pipe. Hawk produces other 
PVC extrusions, custom cylinders, core tubes and is the 
exclusive U.S. Manufacturer of patented molded plastic 
Ragglesticks. Marketed and sold by RAGGLESTICK 
Packaging, Ragglesticks are used to create compactness 
and stability in packaging and storing cylindrical objects 
such as pipe, tube, rolls, drums and barrels. Ragglesticks 
was the invention of the founders of Hawk Plastics.

193 First Rd., Alpine
800-467-4295

www.hawkplasticscorp.com

P V C  SE W E R  P I P E E X T R U SI O N  P R O S

MO LD E D  P LA ST I C  R A G G LE ST I C K
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Several new
principals 
for schools
in St. Clair
By GARY HANNER
Home staff writer

As the 2014-15 school 
year draws nearer, the one 
area of change students at 
some schools in St. Clair 
County will notice is new 
principals.

Ragland School, Steele 
Junior High School, 
Springville High School 
and Odenville Middle 
School will all have new 
principals when school 
starts in August.

Ragland’s new princi-
pal, Roy Bliss, was named 
at the June meeting by 
the St. Clair County 
Board of Education. Bliss 
had been the principal at 
Iola Roberts Elementary 
School in Pell City the past 
five years.

St. Clair Schools 
Superintendent Jenny 
Seals said Bliss did very 
well on his interview.

“He seems to be very 
innovative and wants to 
bring new ideas to the 
school,” Seals said. “He 
wants to give back to the 
school he graduated from. 
I’m very excited and I look 
forward to his leadership 
there.”

Steele Junior High will 
also be looking for new 
leadership as Judy Dixon 
has decided to retire after 
25-plus years in education, 
with the last five years as 
principal at SJHS.

And after spending the 
last 15 years as principal at 
Springville High School, 
Dr. Robert Harris has 
retired from education.

Harris spent 37 years 
as teacher, coach, assistant 
principal and principal – 

all at the three Springville 
schools.

“It has been a very 
rewarding experience,” 
Harris said recently. “I 
graduated from Springville 
High School in 1972, and 
to be able to come back 
and make that full cycle is 
humbling.”

St. Clair County 
Schools Superintendent 
Jenny Seals said Harris was 
a good administrator.

“He had a strong lead-
ership style, and I valued 
that leadership” Seals said. 
“I respected him. He had 
a love for Springville High 
School and the folks in 
Springville knew it.”

Throughout his long 
career, Harris has devel-
oped friendships with 
many teachers and thou-
sands of students.

“Many of these peo-
ple I taught, coached, or 
worked with have become 
lifelong friends,” Harris 
said. 

When asked what his 
immediate plans were, 
Harris said he wants to 
spend some time on his 
farm.

Recently, the St. Clair 
BOE named Lisa Glasgow 
the new principal at Steele 
Junior High School.

“I’m very excited about 
the opportunity,” Glasgow 
said. “I’m anxious to get 
to know the community 
of Steele, the faculty and 
students at the school. I 
know it’s a good school, 
and I want to keep things 
going.”

Glasgow, a 20-year 
education veteran, replaces 
Judy Dixon, who retired at 

Gary Hanner/The Daily Home

Officials and members of the St. Clair County Board of Education, shown at a recent meeting, 
are from left, Superintendent Jenny Seals, BOE president Scott Suttle, BOE vice-president Marie 
Manning, John DeGaris, Allison Gray and Terry Green.

Lisa Glasgow is the 
new principal at Steele 
Junior High School.

the end of the school year.
For the past two years, 

Glasgow was the assis-
tant principal at Ashville 
Elementary School.

Glasgow graduated 
from St. Clair County 
High School in 1989. She 
attended Jefferson State 
Community College and 
then transferred to the 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. She has a 
master’s degree in educa-
tional leadership.

Her first six years were 
at Moody Middle School, 
with the past 14 years 
at Ashville Elementary 
School.

Glasgow knows the 
school she is about to be in 
charge of is quite different 
from what she has been 
accustomed to.

“There were a little 
over 400 students at AES,” 
Glasgow said. “They had a 
large faculty. This will be 
half the student body size, 
and less faculty. I think the 
challenge will be that I will 
have to do a lot more on 
my own because there is 
just not that many support 
positions. I do feel I have 
had a lot of experience with 
a lot of different roles and 
I am ready for that chal-
lenge.”

When the school year 

ended in May, there were 
about 8,600 students 
attending the schools in St. 
Clair County. Seals knows 
the enrollment will be up, 
as it has been the past sev-
eral years.

“Our enrollment con-
tinues to grow,” Seals said. 
“This year, we have AP 
courses being taught at 
every high school and Pre-
AP courses being taught at 
every middle school. Our 
teachers have been trained 
at every school.”

Contact Gary Hanner 
at ghanner@thestclairtimes.
com.

Administrative changes in
Talladega County School System
By SHANE DUNAWAY
Home staff writer

Several school administrators within the Talladega 
County School System will have new home bases and 
job titles when students return in August.

Munford Elementary School assistant principal Dr. 
Brooke Morgan transferred up a rung to fill the shoes of 
retired MES principal Dr. Rebecca Robinson.

Morgan, a Samford University graduate, has worked 
in the Talladega County School System for 17 years, 
with stops at Winterboro High School, B.B. Comer 
Memorial High School and Lincoln Elementary.

“I’m looking forward to continuing the great work we 
have going at Munford Elementary and working with 
the teachers and parents to ensure that students perform 
to the best of their abilities and make sure they have 
every opportunity to be successful,” Morgan said.

Angela Robinson will fill the vacancy as MES assis-
tant principal.

B.B. Comer Memorial Elementary School assistant 
principal Kristin Harrell transferred to the Central 
Office to learn from current coordinator of special edu-
cation programs Gayle Jones, who will retire Nov. 1.

Currently working on her doctorate at Samford 
University, Harrell said she’s excited about the oppor-
tunity to step into a role Superintendent Dr. Suzanne 
Lacey deemed as “big shoes to fill.”

“I look forward to the training and the experience I’m 
going to get from working with Mrs. Jones for the next 
few months, picking her brain and just knowing the ins 
and outs of how she runs her department,” Harrell said.

Comer Elementary instructional partner Angela 
Hosey replaces Harrell as assistant principal.

At Munford High, former Talladega County Central 
High School principal Tim Young replaces previous 
principal Dr. Anthony Wilkinson, who resigned May 30 
to become principal at Benjamin Russell High School in 
Alexander City. 

During Young’s service to TCCHS, the school earned 
recognition from the Alabama State Department of 
Education as a “bright spot,” a school that operates at 
optimum efficiency despite high levels of poverty.

“I have a high standard of teaching and learning 
that we will set,” Young said. “We will follow the blue-
print as outlined by Talladega County Schools’ ‘Pillars 
for Exceptional Instruction,’ and support the vision 
that (Superintendent) Dr. (Suzanne) Lacey leads us in 
teaching and learning. I want to make my best efforts in 
ensuring this is a safe place conducive to teaching and 
learning.”

Young said he looks forward to the challenges that 
come with moving to a new school with a new staff, stu-
dents and parents as he continues to build on the many 
programs already in place from the 1-to-1 Technology 
Initiative to the community partnerships with the U.S. 
Forest Service and Dr. Mark Meade, a professor in JSU’s 
biology department.

“I’m back home and ready to make a positive impact 
in the community where I grew up,” Young said. “We 
have the environment, the necessary tools and the 
resources to support 21st Century learning.”

Replacing Young at TCCHS will be former 
Childersburg Middle School assistant principal Quentin 

Lee, who served as band director at TCCHS prior to his 
previous role in the county.

 “I want to take everything that he did — take it and 
run with it even further,” Lee said. “One focus that we 
will definitely have this year is on project-based learning 

See County, Page 5C
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This is an architect’s composite drawing of Talladega’s consolidated elementary school.

Talladega School System faces changes
By CHRIS NORWOOD
Home staff writer

The Talladega City School System is facing changes 
in demographics, funding, curricula and leadership in 
the coming years, but the board has been preparing 
plans to meet these challenges for the last few years.

As this goes to press, the board is in the pro-
cess of selecting a superintendent to replace Douglas 
Campbell, who is retiring.

One of the major challenges the new superintendent 
will face will be following up on the plan to consolidate 
the city’s elementary schools.

In addition to Zora Ellis Junior High School and 
Talladega High School, the city system currently oper-
ates four elementary schools: Evelyn D. Houston 
Elementary School, C.L. Salter Elementary School, 
R.L. Young Elementary School and Graham Elementary 
School. At some point, the board’s long-range plan is to 
combine these four schools into one, occupying a single 
building.

In February 2012, the system adopted a $30 million 
project that would also relocate the junior high school 
and central office and renovate the system’s sports facil-
ities, as well.

The board has taken some tentative steps toward this 
goal by closing Northside-Hal Henderson Elementary 

School, the oldest in the system, and moving students 
and teachers from there into Houston Elementary 
School. Implementing the rest of the plan will primarily 
involve figuring out how to finance it.

Assuming the money is in place, the first phase 
would be constructing a two-story building containing 
35 to 40 classrooms, each between 800 and 900 square 
feet. The new building would be next to Graham 
Elementary and across the street from Zora Ellis.

Simultaneously, new classrooms would be added 
to Houston, along with a gym, band room and locker 
rooms. Once the phase one construction is complete, 
the system’s junior high school would move into the 
expanded Houston facility.

The Ellis gym and cafeteria would then be demol-
ished. The Pearino Gaither Central Board office would 
move from a rented house on South Street into the 
front of the old Zora Ellis building, and the rest of the 
remaining Ellis structure would be converted into a 
teacher resource center.

The Ellis band room and Harwell Auditorium 
would be untouched, according to this plan.

After all this is done, the final phase would include 
renovations to all of the system’s sports facilities and 
construction of new restrooms, locker rooms and con-
cession areas. The baseball and softball fields would get 

a thorough and much-needed overall renovation, and 
new seating would be added at all facilities.

In addition to being an efficient way to deal with 
gradually decreasing enrollment, the consolidation plan 
would also save the system a fortune on maintaining 
older buildings that are being used less and less, officials 
project.

Although the broad outlines of this plan were 
approved by the board nearly two years ago, it still 
remains only a plan. There will likely be some tweaking 
before implementation begins.

For instance, during a work session in June 2013, 
board member James Braswell suggested closing 
Houston so the early expansion work could begin 
and distributing the students there between the three 
remaining elementary schools. If there were crowding 
issues, he suggested moving sixth graders into Zora 
Ellis. In addition to moving the ball forward on consol-
idation, Braswell said the prospect of having a relatively 
new junior high with brand new band and sports facil-
ities might help stanch the transfers that usually start 
during the junior high years.

Again, the primary impediment to this plan is a lack 
available funding.

Contact Chris Norwood at cnorwood@dailyhome.com. 

One of the major challenges is following up on plan to consolidate elementary schools
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(PBL). Our superintendent, Dr. Lacey, has really kind 
of piloted this program in the state as Talladega County 
Schools are being one of the systems known for their 
PBL. I would definitely want to ensure that we’re doing 
everything with PBL here at Talladega County Central.”

Lee explained he hopes to give the students plenty 
of experience to prepare them to be college- and career-
ready while instilling pride into the students and staff 
as they continue to grow within their small community.

“TC has always been a jewel in the Howell Cove com-
munity, but I want to start sharing that worldwide,” Lee 
said. “I really want to challenge the students to go above 
and beyond good.”

Other fresh faces in new places include:
• Former MHS assistant principal JoAnn Swain will 

serve as new principal at Genesis Alternative Education 
Center. Central Office LEA instructional specialist 
Devonna Strickland steps into Swain’s previous role.

• Former Lincoln High School assistant principal 
Chad Bynum will transfer to CMS to fill the assistant 
principal vacancy.

• Former Winterboro High School principal Michelle 
Head will move to Stemley Road Elementary School in 
the role of principal. Emily Harris, WHS assistant prin-
cipal, becomes the new WHS principal.

Contact Shane Dunaway at sdunaway@dailyhome.com
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Construction is under way at Sylacauga High School, and new administration is preparing to take 
the helm of the 5A school.

New principal, new
construction at SHS
By EMILY McLAIN

It may be summer break, but there is a 
lot of action happening in Sylacauga City 
Schools – especially at the high school 
level.

Construction is under way at Sylacauga 
High, and new administration is preparing 
to take the helm of the 5A school.

“I’m very excited for the opportunity 
to be at Sylacauga High School,” said new 
SHS principal Jason Bryant “I was attract-
ed to Sylacauga because of its small-town 
feel. My background is in high school, and 
for the last four years, I have been at an 
eighth-grade school, so this was an oppor-
tunity to get back to a high school setting. 
There are lot of great things going on in 
Sylacauga, and a great superintendent.”

Superintendent Dr. Todd Freeman said 
Bryant was the unanimous choice of the 
interview committee. He noted Bryant’s 
strengths in math and science curriculum 
planning, assisting at-risk students and 
community involvement.

Bryant has 15 years of experience in 
education, most recently serving as princi-
pal at South Girard School in Phenix City 
Schools for four years. Previously, he was 
assistant principal at Opelika High School 
from 2003 to 2010. He has also been a sci-
ence teacher in Opelika city schools and an 
adjunct instructor at Auburn University. 
Bryant is pursuing a doctorate in educa-
tion leadership from Auburn University 
with an expected completion of fall 2014. 

“I’m looking forward to taking 
Sylacauga High School to that next level,” 
Bryant said. “We’re big on the ‘good to 
great,’ so we have a good school and we 
want to make it a great school.” 

A new assistant principal is joining 
Bryant at SHS. Joseph Cordi is coming 
from Shelby County schools, where he has 
been a graduation coach for at-risk stu-
dents. Previously, he was assistant principal 
at Crossroads School, Spain Park High 

School and Pinson Valley High School. 
He taught 10th grade English for six years.

In addition to the new staff, a major 
renovation project is continuing at SHS. 
The work is now in Phase II of three 
phases of construction. A state-of-the-
art, 31-classroom addition was completed 
before last school year, and contractors are 
working on administration offices, a new 
main entrance and renovations to several 
classrooms. This phase costs $2.5 million.

Internal work for Phase II should be 
complete for the start of school, Freeman 
said, while work to the outside will contin-
ue through possibly September.

The next and final phase of work will 
include renovation of the school library 
and two gymnasiums.

In addition, the school system will begin 
construction of a central office building in 
the fall, Freeman said. The building will 
cost an estimated $1.9 million and will be 
adjacent to the current central office. Plans 
are still in the works, but an initial propos-
al was for a 15,000-square-foot building 
with generous storage and meeting spaces 
for teacher training and public events. All 
construction should be complete by next 
summer.

Overall, the system is in good shape for 
the upcoming school year, Freeman said. 
The general fund budget has a healthy 
reserve and the system is taking steps to 
follow its five-year strategic plan imple-
mented last year.

“This year, we are expanding our 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) program to ninth grade, 
so we will have it from sixth to ninth 
grade, and we have seen some great results 
from that program,” Freeman said. “We 
will also begin the Health Science program 
at the high school and a choral program 
at the middle and high school. There will 
be a visual arts program at the elementary 
schools as well. All of those are things that 
will be a great benefit to our students.”

Jullia Brunfeldt

34898 US Hwy. 280, Sylacauga, AL
Office hours by appointment

Grooming starting at $40 / baths starting at $20

Dog Obedience
Training Classes

256-592-0335
JULIE MOON
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256-404-8315

Grooming includes: Trim nails, private 
areas & pads; anal glands expressed; 

clean & pluck ears, bath & fluff dry; 
groom w/bandanas, bows & cologne.

SLEEPING
GIANT

VET CLINIC

Sarah B. Smith, DVM
256-362-8977

Talladega
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and ANIMAL CRACKERS 
BOARDING & GROOMING
Dr. Jim Farmer, 
Dr. Kevin McIlwaine, 
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2718 Martin St. S.

Cropwell, AL
205-884-4104

www.pellcityvets.com

Animal 
Crackers
2718 Martin St S. 

Cropwell, AL 

PET GROOMING
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TALLADEGA 
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923 North St. East, Talladega

256-362-6764
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Medicine and 
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Dale J. Lowry, D.V.M.

Your dollars go farther - so you don’t have to. Supporting local businesses helps create jobs and keep our community on the grow!

COMMUNITY CREDIT

•Consumer Loans •Personal
•Automobile •Real Estate 

•Mobile Homes
•Home Improvement

Downtown Pell City • 205-338-4433
NMLS #206219   |   LO#206244

Giving you the MONEY you need
and the CREDIT you deserve!!!

Loans from $500 to $10,000
with approved application.

Call Sherry Beene for ANY type
of loan you may need!

Shop Pell City!

The Old Gray Barn
Antiques & Co�ectibles

•Antiques  •Collectibles  •Candles  •Children’s Clothing  
•Books (On the required reading list for schools)

ReDiscover

1917 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125 205.338.2625

ALWAYS FRESH
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2212 Martin St. S. (Hwy. 231 S.)  •   Pell City
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BJ’s
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2401 Stemley Bridge Rd.
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3315 Dr. John Haynes Dr.
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Cropwell, AL
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Pell City (205) 338-2824

Fedex & UPS shipping at the lowest rates in town!
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Since 1963  •  Shredded & Screened Soil
P.O. Box 730  •  Pell City, AL 35125
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205-338-2050 Office • 205-281-9243 Cell
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Municipal Complex gets finishing touches
By BILL KIMBER
Home staff writer

 
Residents of the 

Marble City likely mar-
veled at the contemporary 
new Sylacauga Municipal 
Complex when it was built 
in 1972, that edifice of 
beige brick and glass lined 
with toasty brown wooden 
paneling.

It replaced a building 
that was 35 years old at the 
time. The old City Hall, 
across Third Street from 
the Municipal Complex 
at the corner of Norton 
Avenue, was built in 1937.

Residents can marvel 
once again as the city puts 
the finishing touches on 
$2.2 million in repairs, 
improvements and reno-
vations to the 42-year-old 
complex that’s home to the 
Mayor’s Office, Planning 
and Code Department, 
City Clerk, Municipal 
Court, Police Department 
and Fire Department.

“The building had some 
major issues with mainte-
nance problems, so these 
renovations escalated from 
those maintenance issues,” 
said Mike Whetstone, 
project manager for the 
renovations.

Start with the offices 
where Police Chief Chris 
Carden and investiga-
tors are headquartered. 
Those offices are under-
ground beneath the fire 
department’s truck bays. 
Rainwater seeps in, soak-
ing paneling, drywall and 
carpet and causing mildew 
and other moisture-relat-
ed problems over time, 
Whetstone said. 

The area was intend-
ed for storage in the first 
place, and has never been 
equipped with restrooms 
or other plumbing. Air 
conditioning and heating 
were seemingly an after-
thought.

A structural engi-
neer estimated it would 
cost $500,000 to dig up 
around the building, seal 
the walls and push the soil 
back into place.

Meanwhile, the city’s 
old jail was on the same 
level across a driveway 
from those offices. 

The city stopped using 
the jail about a decade 

ago, and Whetstone said 
the jail didn’t meet cur-
rent standards for prison-
er accommodations so it 
couldn’t be reused as a jail 
later.

“We’ve been heating 
and cooling it and basi-
cally using it for nothing,” 
he said. “It’s got plenty of 
plumbing because it used 
to be the jail.”

So the city removed the 
jail cells and built offices 
in the space. When police 
officials move into the new 
offices, their old offices will 
be ripped out and the area 
where they’ve worked for 
years will be stripped to 
the bare concrete walls. A 
French drain and pump 
will be installed to remove 
water that seeps in, and 
a meeting room will be 
added in the driest part 
of the area where police 
officers can be trained and 
community meetings can 
be held.

The remainder of the 
space will be used for stor-
age, as originally intended, 
Whetstone said.

“We were able to disas-
semble the jail and still use 
the storage area for essen-
tially $200,000 less” than 

digging out and water-
proofing, he said.

Visitors to the Municipal 
Complex will notice a new 
look in the lobby area, as 
well, where glass walls on 
the south and east sides 
have been replaced.

“We had some struc-
tural steel issues in the 
basement. The steel in 
the basement was com-
promised,” Whetstone 
said. After replacing the 
structural steel, the 1970s 
glass couldn’t be rein-
stalled because it doesn’t 
meet modern standards for 
strength.

“We had to really beef 
up the structural steel in 
the windows,” Whetstone 
said in reports published 
earlier. “With all the tor-
nadoes and other weather 
events Alabama has had 
recently, the building codes 
have changed, and you 
have to have a lot more 
support in windows, other-

See Repairs, Page 8C
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Sylacauga’s Municipal Complex has a fresh, new look.

111 Broom St.
 Talladega

256-761-1220
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wise a storm could blow 
them out, so these entranc-
es are going to be a lot 
safer.”

Replacing the cur-
tain walls also offered an 
opportunity to improve 
handicapped access to the 
building’s street level.

Tile floor covering in 
the lobby was removed 
and the concrete floors 
were stained and polished 
for a fresh contemporary 
look.

In a separate proj-
ect that was done at the 
same time, the Municipal 
Complex was among city 
buildings to benefit from 
energy efficiency upgrades 
to the tune of $1.2 mil-
lion.

According to reports 
published at the start of the 

project, the City Council 
approved an energy effi-
ciency upgrade project 
from Trane which guaran-
tees more than $64,000 in 
savings over 20 years.

The scope of the work 
included installing HVAC 
controls in the Municipal 
Complex as well as three 
new air handlers, con-
version to a variable air 
volume system, two 
high-efficiency boilers, 
two new hot water and 
chilled water pumps, new 
mechanical room piping 
and valves, rooftop pack-
age heat pumps for Fire 
Station No. 1 and a split 
heat pump system for 
the Police Annex. Other 
improvements are a chiller, 
boiler and pumps at the J. 
Craig Smith Community 
Center and upgraded 
lighting and programma-

ble thermostats through-
out designated city build-
ings. The energy savings 
are projected to pay for the 
cost of the new equipment 
over time.

Other renovation work 
has included asbestos 
encasing, roof repairs, and 
renovations in the Fire 
Department.

The Municipal 
Complex improvements 
are financed through a 
15-year general obligation 
warrant at 2.8 percent 
interest, and the energy 
upgrades are a 15-year GO 
warrant at 3 percent inter-
est.

Whetstone said citizen 
reaction to the renovations 
has been “fairly positive,” 
but that some people 
have questioned whether 
the building repairs were 

a more important priori-
ty than repairing roads or 
sidewalks that they can see 
as they pass through town.

“We’ve spent roughly 
$2.2 million to renovate 
a building that’s 40 years 
old and has a replacement 
value of $18 million,” 
Whetstone said. “We want 
to make it last another 40 
years.”

He added, “A lot of the 
structural work is in places 
where the public can’t see 
it. But we’ve fixed what 
was holding up the build-
ing and fixed water issues. 
It just makes sense to 
spend a couple of million 
dollars now” and avoid 
problems from deferred 
maintenance later.

Contact Bill Kimber at 
bkimber@dailyhome.com.
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Pell City new
owner of
CenturyLink
building
By DAVID ATCHISON
Home staff writer

After a year of negotiations, the city is poised to 
become the new owner of the CenturyLink building, 
which will house the city’s new public library and other 
city offices. 

John Rea, the city’s attorney, said revisions are being 
added to the purchase contract. 

“For the most part (CenturyLink) is receptive to all 
our changes,” Rea said.

CenturyLink will remain in the building, renting 
space from the city, which will help offset the cost of 
operation and loan payment for the building. 

The Pell City Board of Education recently moved out 
of the CenturyLink building, providing more space in 
the building’s second story.

Plans are to open the new public library on the first 
floor, off the main lobby.

The city is buying the 25-year-old building for $1 
million, about half the amount the city considered 
spending for the facility two years ago. 

The city has also set aside money for renovation, a 
new roof and the installation of new heating and air 
units for the 53,000-square-foot building. 

The building was appraised at $4.5 million five years 
ago, according to the Birmingham real estate company 
which is handling the sale of the building.

The CenturyLink building is at the corner of Bruce 
Etheredge Drive and U.S. 231. 

City Manager Patrick Draper said the city will rename 
the building. 

He said the Pell City Chamber of Commerce could 
move into the facility with the library.

Draper said the city could also shift civic meetings 
from the Pell City Civic Center to the CenturyLink 
building.

The Civic Center is more of a recreational facility,” he 
said. “The CenturyLink building is more of a meeting 

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

The CenturyLink building will become the new Pell City Public Library, providing space for future 
growth.

and conference place, along with the library.”
He said moving civic meetings such as the Rotary 

Club and Pell City Civitans from the civic center would 
help ease congestion at the civic center.

Draper said it will also help reduce traffic when the 
city moves forward with the renovation of the civic 
center.

City officials are also considering the construction of a 
new municipal pool behind the civic center. 

Danny Stewart, director of the Pell City Public 
Library, said they are excited about the city inching closer 
to buying the CenturyLink building.

“We are excited to see the plans come to fruition,” 
Stewart said. 

See Building, Page 9C
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Library supporters 
have wanted a new public 
library for the past decade, 
saying the city has out-
grown its current library. 

The CenturyLink 
building will provide 
ample space for a new pub-
lic library, officials said. 

“Once they finalize the 
contract, it will take us six 
to eight months before the 
library actually moves in 
there,” Stewart said.

He said architects will 
need to develop a floor 
plan before the library 
moves into its new home. 

Stewart said the build-
ing’s location near the 
center of town gives easy 
public access and is highly 
visible. 

“We are excited about 
the building and the loca-
tion,” Stewart said. “We 
think it’s a good fit for the 
library.”

Contact David Atchison 
at datchison@dailyhome.
com.
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Who to call when you need information
CHILDERSBURG
Mayor: B.J. Meeks
Council: Michele 

Mizzell, Angesa Twymon, 
Jimmy Payne, Billy Lester 
and Ralph Rich

City Clerk: Sandra 
Donahoo

Council meetings are 
the first and third Tuesdays 
of the month at 6 p.m. at 
City Hall, located at 201 
Eighth Ave. SW.

City Hall: 256-378-
5521.

Water: 256-378-6063
Police: 256-378-7860
Fire: 256-378-7062
Parks and Recreation: 

256-378-6225

LINCOLN
Mayor: Bud Kitchin
Council: Sadie Britt, 

Billy Pearson, Gwen 
Barber and Jean Burk, 
with an open seat where 
Kurt Kuykendall served 
until his death July 7

City Clerk: Laura 
Carmack

Council meetings are 
the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month at 
5 p.m. at City Hall, locat-
ed at 150 Magnolia Street.

City Hall: 205-763-
7777.

City officials and 
departments can be 
reached at the City Hall 
number.

Parks and Recreation: 
205-763-1006

MUNFORD:
Mayor: David Dabbs
Council: Lee Garrison, 

Kay O’Connor, Tim 
Lipham, Shane Turner and 
Wade Champion.

City Clerk: Peggy Bussie
Council meetings are 

held the first Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall, located at 116 
Lions Road.

Town Hall: 256-358-
9050.

Water Department: 
256-358-4841

Police Department: 
256-358-9050

Fire Department: 256-
358-4243

PELL CITY
Mayor: Joe Funderburg
City Manager: Patrick 

Draper
Council President: 

James McGowan
Council: Dot Wood, Jay 

Jenkins, Terry Templin and 
Sharon Thomas

Council meetings are at 
10 a.m. the second Monday 
of each month and 6 p.m. 
the fourth Monday of each 
month. Work sessions are 
at 5 p.m. the Thursday 
before each council meet-
ing. Council meetings are 
held at City Hall, located 
at 1905 First Ave. N.

City Hall: 205-338-
3330 or 205-338-2244.

Water: 205-338-2244
Street: 205-338-4890 or 

205-884-8267.
Police: 205-884-3334
Fire: 205-884-6006
Parks and Recreation: 

205-338-9713

RIVERSIDE
Mayor: Rusty Jessup
Council: Jimmy 

Hollander, Frank Riddle, 
Bill Cantley, Johnny 
Osborn and Kenny 
Womack

City Clerk: Candace 
Smith

Council meetings are at 
6 p.m. the first Tuesday 
of the month and at 8 
a.m. the third Tuesday of 
the month at City Hall. A 
work session is held at 6 
p.m. the second Tuesday of 
each month at the Riverside 
Storm Shelter behind City 
Hall. City Hall is located at 
379 Depot Street.

City Hall: 205-338-
7692.

Water, Police and Fire 
can all be reached through 
the City Hall number.

SYLACAUGA
Mayor: Doug Murphree
Council President: 

Rocky Lucas
Council: Joe Hogan, 

Shannon Darby, Tom 
Roberts and Billy Carden

City Clerk: Patricia 
Carden

Council meetings are 
the first Wednesday of the 
month at 9 a.m. and the 

third Tuesday of the month 
at 6 p.m. at City Hall, locat-
ed at 301 North Broadway 
Ave. Work sessions are the 
Monday before the council 
meeting at 5:30 p.m.

City Hall: 256-401-
2400. 

Water: 256-249-8501 
Police: 256-245-4334
Fire: 256-249-6204
Parks and Recreation: 

256-249-8561

TALLADEGA
Mayor: Larry Barton
City Manager: Brian 

Muenger
Council President: 

Donnie Miller
Council: Horace 

Patterson, Jarvis Elston, 
Ricky Simpson and Joe 
Ballow

City Clerk: Elizabeth 
Cheeks

Council Meetings are 
the first and third Mondays 
of the month with an infor-
mal pre-council meeting 
at 5 p.m. and the formal 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. at 
City Hall, located on South 
Street.

City Hall and all offic-
es and departments can be 
reached at 256-362-8775

WALDO
Mayor: Susan Crim
Council members: 

Larry Hurst, Brenda Crim, 
Ronald Williams, Randy 
Roberts and Annie Askew.

Town Clerk: Iris Jemison
Council meetings are 

the first Monday of the 
month at 5 p.m. at Waldo 
Town Hall, located at 39 
Sorghum Lane.

Town Hall: 256-362-
9313

Water Department can 
be reached by calling Town 
Hall.

ST. CLAIR COUNTY
St. Clair municipalities:
• Argo (part in Jefferson 

County) – Mayor Paul 
Jennings

• Ashville – Mayor 
Robert McKay

• Leeds (part in Jefferson 
and Shelby counties) – 
Mayor David Miller

• Margaret – Mayor 

Isaac Howard
• Moody – Mayor Joe 

Lee
• Odenville – Mayor 

Rodney “Buck” Christian
• Pell City – Mayor Joe 

Funderburg
• Riverside – Mayor 

Rusty Jessup

ST. CLAIR COUNTY
  County Commission 
chairman: Stan Batemon 
(Paul Manning will take 
office in November)

Commission: Jeff Brown, 
Ken Crowe, Paul Manning 
and Jimmy Roberts 
(Tommy Bowers will take 
office in Paul Manning’s 
place in November)

Kellie Graff – County 
Administrator

County Commission – 
205-594-2100

Sheriff (Pell City) – 205-
884-6840

Sheriff (Ashville) – 205-
594-2140

St. Clair EMA – 205-
884-6800

Probate Office (Pell 
City) – 205-338-9449

Probate Office (Ashville) 
– 205-594-2120

Revenue Commissioner 
(Pell City) – 205-338-9461

Revenue Commissioner 
(Ashville) – 205-594-2160

Sheriff: Terry Surles
Probate Judge: Mike 

Bowling
Circuit Clerk: Annette 

Manning-Hall
District Attorney: 

Richard Minor
Circuit Judge: Phil Seay
Circuit Judge: Bill 

Weathington
District Judge: Robert 

Minor
District Judge: Alan Furr
Revenue Commissioner: 

Elizabeth Mealer
County Coroner: 

Dennis Russell
St. Clair County 

Emergency Management 
Agency director: Ellen 
Tanner

TALLADEGA COUNTY
Commission Chairman: 

Kelvin Cunningham
Commission: Jackie 

Swinford, John Luker, 
Jimmy Roberson and Greg 

Atkinson
County Administrator: 

Wayne Hall
Talladega County 

Commission: 256-362-
1357

Talladega County 
Emergency Management 
Agency: 256-761-2125

Talladega County 
Sheriff ’s Department: 256-
761-2748

Talladega County Jail: 
256-249-3812

Voter Registrar’s Office 
– Talladega: 256-761-2131

Sheriff: Jimmy Kilgore
Probate Judge: Billy 

Atkinson
Circuit Clerk: Brian 

York
District Attorney: Steve 

Giddens
Circuit Judge: Julian 

King
Circuit Judge: W.E. 

“Bo” Hollingsworth
District Judge: Jeb 

Fannin
District Judge: Ryan 

Rumsey
Revenue Commissioner: 

Sally Flowers
County Coroner: 

Shaddix Murphy
Talladega County 

Emergency Management 
Agency interim director: 
Miriam Thornton

Rose’s Shoes & Boots

5120 Old Springville Rd.
Clay-Chalkville, AL 35126

205-853-8635

•Your Complete Family Shoe Store
   •Men’s Women’s & 
       Children’s Shoes

$79
Sizes: 61/

2
-13, 

D-EE Widths
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•Exotic Skin Boots
•Georgia Work Boots
•Dan Post Boots
•Justin Work & Western Boots      
•Ariat Work & Western Boots

SALE IN 
PROGRESS

SHOP SYLACAUGA/CHILDERSBURG

“Signs Say It All”

256-245-9201
email: 21stsign@gmail.com

Mon.-Fri. 
8 am -5 pm

1219 North
Main Ave., 
Sylacauga

•Custom Signs   •Magnetic Signs •Banners 
•Vehicle & Boat Lettering  •Political & Real Estate Signs

•Digital Printing   •Screen Printing
•Vinyl Decals & Lettering   •Car Tags & Logos

202 W. First St. • Sylacauga
256-245-2410 • Cell 256-510-2073

Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Sat. 9:00 a.m.- 12:30 

INLAND POOL 
SUPPLY

•POOL CLOSINGS
•E-Z CLOR •PRIMO GRILLS

•POOL SERVICE •WATER TESTING

Roy Strickland, Jr. CPA

STRICKLAND 
ACCOUNTING & 

TAX SERVICE
34830 US HWY. 280

CHILDERSBURG, AL 35044

256-378-7733

INCOME TAX 
PREPARATION 

INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESSES

FULL SERVICE 
ACCOUNTING

DANNY’s
Market Place

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
For Your Family

•Pure Honey

1 Tyler Circle, Childersburg
256-378-0076

Owners:
Danny & Kaye Robertson

•Amish Cheese
•Jams •Jellies

J&JCHILDERSBURG
PHARMACY

Free Local Delivery ~ Gifts 
~ Bridal Registry

256-378-7761
Doug & LaShane Clavin, R.Ph, 

Owners
Ken Horton, R.Ph

33637 Hwy. 280
Childersburg, AL

GRAVEL $200
TOP SOIL per

load

FILL DIRT per
load

Delivered within 10 miles
of Childersburg

per
load

256-208-1410

$150MULCH/
WOOD CHIPS

9-10 Tons

$175
$125

per
load

110 N. Anniston Ave. • Sylacauga, AL 35150

(256)245-5296
PRUITT AUTO PARTS

We Also Make Hydralic Hoses and Battery Cables

GOT MOWERS?
WE GOT THE PARTS!

•BELTS •SPINDLES 
•BLADES •FILTERS 

•TUNEUPS 

256-378-0606
256-510-2446

C u stom G ranite &  
Marb le C ou ntertops
FR E E  E ST I MA T E S!
35820 U.S. Highway 280

•Guitars
•Accessories
•PA Gear
33611 Hwy. 280 

Childersburg

256-378-7788

Rick’s
GUITARS Respiratory & 

Home Medical
256-245-1411

“P roviding Q ual ity  H om e C are 
F or O ur C om m unity ”

•OXYGEN •CPAP/BIPAP
•BEDS •WHEELCHAIRS

•NEBULIZERS •WOUND PUMPS
•HOME VENTILATORS

Lou’sLou’s
Boutique

256-24 9 -3 4 3 9
256-24 9 -09 9 7

14 Y ears of  A l terations
F or the E ntire F am il y

200 N . B roa dwa y •  S yl a ca uga
Fash ionab le C loth ing
H andb ag s &  J ewelry
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By CHRIS NORWOOD
Home staff writer

Logan Martin Dam, 
which was formerly known 
as Kelly Creek, was com-
pleted 50 years ago this 
summer, the second in a 
series of dams constructed 
by Alabama Power along 
the Coosa River.

Situated in-between 
Talladega and St. Clair 
counties, 459 river miles 
north of Mobile, construc-
tion started on Logan-
Martin Dam on July 18, 
1960. 

According to Alabama 
Power records, the dam 
was put into service just 
over four years later, on 
Aug. 10, 1964.

According to the 
Coosa-Alabama River 
Improvement Association’s 
website, the total construc-
tion cost was $48 million. 

A fact sheet provided by 
Alabama Power Company 
describes the dam as a 
“gravity concrete and earth 
fill” type, which includes 
5,464 feet of earthen dikes 
and a 612 foot concrete 
section. The total length of 
the dam is 6,076 feet, and 
it stands 97 feet tall at its 
highest point.

Logan Martin Dam cur-
rently includes 1,340,000 
cubic yards of earth, 
including 52,000 cubic 
yards that were added in 
1977 and another 410,000 
cubic yards added two 
years later, in 1979. 

The remainder of the 
dam consists of 180,000 
cubic yards of concrete.

There are six spillway 

The work it took to build dam

gates, which are 40 feet 
by 38 feet in size each, all 
with a capacity of mov-
ing 12,253,000 gallons per 
minute. The controlled 
spillway is 328 feet long.

The reservoir itself 
known as Logan Martin 
Lake sits 465 feet above sea 
level, and covers an area of 
15,263 acres. The water 
way is 48.5 miles long 
and is surrounded by 275 
miles of shoreline, accord-
ing to Alabama Power 

Company. The maximum 
water depth at the dam 
is 69 feet. The watershed 
draining into the reservoir 
covers 7,700 square miles.

The powerhouse 
attached to the dam is 295 
feet long by 168.5 feet 
wide and 65 feet high. 
There are three propel-
ler-type hydraulic turbines 
manufactured by Allis 
Chalmers of St. Charles, 
Ill., with a discharge of 
4,488,000 gallons per 

minute per turbine. The 
horsepower at 56 feet head 
is listed at 59,000 for each 
turbine.

The turbines turn at 90 
revolutions per minute, 
and power a water wheel 
which is 20 feet and 10 
inches across. The wheel 
itself weighs 137,000 
pounds. 

There are also three 
alternating current gener-
ators, also manufactured 

by Allis Chalmers, which 
are rated at 42,750 kilo-
watts each, and 13,800 
volts. They also turn at 
90 revolutions per minute, 
according to the Alabama 
Power fact sheet.

According to Coosa-
Alabama River statistics, 
the three generators are 
capable of producing128 
megawatts total.

These turn a rotor mea-
suring 27 feet and 8 inch-
es that weighs 465,000 

pounds. The estimated 
annual output of the alter-
nating current generators is 
listed at 400,200,000 kilo-
watt hours.

The power transformer 
voltage is listed as 13,800 
volts on the low side and 
115,000 volts on the 
high side, and is rated for 
155,000 kilovolt-amperes.

The dam has an overall 
power storage capacity of 
41,800,000 kilowatt hours.

Although the dam’s orig-
inal and primary purpose 
was to produce energy, 
the story of Logan-Martin 
Dam and lake “continues 
today as a story of flood 
control, recreation and eco-
nomic opportunity, irriga-
tion and drinking water, 
and fish and wildlife habi-
tats,” according to Alabama 
Power’s website.

The maximum dis-
charge of water is listed 
at 167,000 cubic feet per 
second, with a maximum 
storage capacity of 650,000 
acre feet in volume. The 
normal storage for the res-
ervoir is 273,000 acre feet.

An acre foot is a volume 
of water one foot deep, 66 
feet wide and 660 feet long.

Logan Martin Dam is 
not regulated by the state 
of Alabama, but is regu-
lated and inspected by the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
and the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission. 
Hazard potential is listed 
at high, and there is an 
emergency action in plan 
in place.

The last listed inspection 
date is September, 1996.

Legacy of Logan Martin
Dam dates to the 1800s
By BILL KIMBER
Home assistant editor

Though it was built in the era of 
ladies with big hairdos and cars with big 
tail fins, the history of the big gray wall 
that holds back the Coosa River between 
Talladega and St. Clair counties goes back 
way further, actually to the days of Queen 
Victoria and President Ulysses S. Grant. 

Built by Alabama Power from 1960 to 
1964, what’s now known as Logan Martin 
Dam is part of a much larger system of 
developments along the Coosa River.

“Since 1870 there has been talk of 
development of the Coosa River, but 
except for the major developments of 
Alabama Power Company – three large 
dams on the lower reaches of the Coosa 
River – nothing other than low-head dams 
and locks, now inoperative, built earlier 
by the government – has been accom-

plished,” then-Alabama Power President 
Walter Bouldin wrote in a 1958 report, 
“The Coosa River Developments.”

Those low-head locks and dams made 
the Coosa River navigable by steamboat 
all the way from Montgomery to Rome, 
Ga., but due to a lack of commercial use, 
the Chief of Engineers reported to the 
Secretary of War that the whole existing 
project at that time should be scrapped, 
Bouldin wrote.

Alabama Power’s founding in 1906 
was a turning point in the development 
of rivers in Alabama as we know it today.

 “In the early part of the 20th century, 
Alabama Power built a series of dams on 
the Coosa and Tallapoosa rivers,” said Bill 
Tharpe, senior archivist for APC.

“When the Depression hit, most of 
the construction stopped. After World 

See Legacy, Page 3D
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ALLEN OIL COMPANY OF SYLACAUGA
TALLADEGA COUNTY LOCATIONS:

MAIN OFFICE
1251 Old Birmingham Highway, Sylacauga, AL 35150

Tel: 256-245-5478        

• Gasoline
• Diesel Fuel

• Bio Fuels
• Lubricants

• Racing Gasoline

Serving Central Alabama

Allen Food Mart #3
1229 Old Birmingham Highway 

Sylacauga, AL 35150
Tel: 256-245-7567 

Allen Food Mart #9
4220 Hwy. 280

Sylacauga, AL 35150
Tel: 256-245-2575

Allen Food Mart #44
210 North Main Ave., Sylacauga, AL 35150

Tel: 256-245-5625

We are a small yet fast growing city located along I-20 
about 15 miles east of Birmingham.  During the past 
ten years the City of Moody has consistently been at 
or near the top of the list of the fastest growing cities 
in the state of Alabama.  With a current population of 
13,855, our citizens enjoy the benefits of a small town 
friendly atmosphere while being in close proximity to 
large city amenities.

Our schools serve all school aged children in nice 
newly built or refurbished educational facilities and 
we have a variety of medical services available to all 
citizens either within the city or a short twenty minute 
drive away.  With excellent Library, Police, Senior, Fire 
and Public Works services, the city stands ready to 
serve you.

Moody is now seeing a surge in the commercial growth 
needed to catch up to recent residential growth. The 
city possesses both large and small commercial prop-
erties having interstate and major highway visibility 
and/or access.  As more people learn about our city, 
our progressive attitude toward growth and a warm 
small town atmosphere becomes apparent.  During 
2012 we will be celebrating our 50th anniversary as 
a city.  I would like to encourage you to come visit our 
city and celebrate with us.

I am proud to call Moody home and know that it is a 
great place to live, work and raise a family.  If I can be 
of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Come be a part of the excitement as we continue to 
pursue our future together!

Sincerely,
Mayor of Moody, Alabama

W elcome to th e 
C ity of  Moody, 

A lab ama 
MA Y O R  
JO E  LE E

000202195r1

Providing A f f ordab l e H ousing 
in Sy l acauga Since 1 9 4 1

1-2-3 -4  A N D  
5 B E D R O O M

A P A R T ME N T S

S yL aCaU G a
H O U S I N G  

aU T H O rI T y

( 256)  24 9 -03 8 1

Programs Available: 
•Low-Rent (Public Housing) - 
 affordable apartments for low-
 income families, the elderly and
 persons with disabilities. 

000196473r1



War II, we developed a program to develop the upper 
Coosa River, the Warrior River and the Tallapoosa 
River,” Tharpe said. “J.M. Barry was president of 
Alabama Power, and this program was developed to 
build those dams to complete our hydro projects in the 
state.”

Capt. William Patrick Lay, a third-generation riv-
erboat captain, founded Alabama Power in 1906 in 
Gadsden. While leading the company until 1912, Lay 
got congressional approval to build a dam on the river, 
but did not have the financial backing.

President Theodore Roosevelt signed the legislation 
in 1907 authorizing the first major developments on 
the Coosa River. The first piece completed was Lock 
12, which later was renamed Lay Dam to honor the 
Alabama Power founder.

APC’s second president, James Mitchell, who previ-
ously built power systems in Brazil for 16 years, attracted 
financing from London to build the dams in Alabama.

“In the beginning, the power company built the 
three lower dams – Lay, Mitchell and Jordan,” said 
Charles Stover, supervisor of reservoir management for 
the power company. “Lay Dam turns 100 years old this 
year.”

Legislation to complete the development of the 
Coosa River was signed by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 1954.

“Many do not understand that without this legisla-
tion, the Coosa River would have remained as always 
– a wonderful but only partially developed stream,” 
Bouldin wrote in that 1958 report.

Stover said power company officials “went back and 
looked at the older dams from the power perspective, 
from Wetumpka all the way to Rome, Ga. 

“The company prepared a license for what was then 
the Federal Power Commission, now the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, for the entire development, 
which included Logan Martin and Neely Henry and 
Weiss and Bouldin Dam at Wetumpka,” Stover said. “It 
also raised the level of Jordan, and Lay Dam was exten-
sively rebuilt to bring its level up higher. That was the 
overall scheme of the development.”

Each dam holds water at a prescribed level, and as 
gravity pulls the water downstream, the dams channel it 
through turbines to create electricity. 

The river is 567 feet above sea level at Mayo’s Bar in 
west Georgia; 564 feet at Weiss Dam in Alabama; 505 
feet at Neely Henry Dam; 460 feet at Logan Martin 
Dam (465 in the summer); 396 feet at Lay Dam; 312 
feet at Mitchell Dam; 245 feet at Jordan Dam; and 155 
feet at Bouldin Dam.

“In the process of putting the locks in, the (U.S. 
Army) Corps (of Engineers) had to plan to provide a 
certain amount of flood control,” Stover said. “The 
Federal Power Commission was interested in getting the 
full value of the resource, so they weren’t interested in a 
bunch of small dams. They wanted to get the potential 
of the whole river. The series of pools the whole way up 
gives maximum power.”

The Corps of Engineers was also concerned with the 
river’s navigability, so each of the dams was built with a 
place where a lock could be built. Stover said 1985 was 
the last time engineers studied the possibility of adding 
locks, and at that time Logan Martin Dam’s lock plan 
was relocated because of the porous limestone under 
the dam.

That limestone is the reason the dam was built where 
it is. Original plans called for building the dam about a 
mile downstream, where Kelly Creek flows in.

“After they started drilling and boring, they learned it 
was better to move upstream,” Stover said.

The project was initially called the Kelly Creek Dam.
Construction started in July 1960, and during the 

first month of construction, the dam was named to 
honor William Logan Martin, an Alabama attorney gen-
eral, general attorney for Alabama Power Company and 
brother of Alabama Power’s third president, Thomas W. 
Martin, who served from 1920 to 1949 and for whom 
Lake Martin on the Tallapoosa River is named.

The dam was put into service on Aug. 10, 1964, with 
three propeller-driven turbines that create more than 
400 million kilowatt-hours of electricity per year.
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Water-covered Memories
By EMILY McLAIN

Under rays of sunshine, 
below the boats and skiers, 
buried under 20 feet of 
water, they remain.

They are memories 
of the long-gone homes, 
stores and churches that 
once made up a small com-
munity along Old U.S. 
Highway 231. 

And memories are all 
that survived.

In the valley between 
the River Oaks home 
development and Harmon 
Island was once the com-
munity of Easonville, a 
quaint township of about 
200 people. 

According to accounts 
from former residents, the 
village consisted of some-
thing like three stores, one 
cotton gin, four dairies, two 
cemeteries, two churches 
and a well-reputed school.

The area, a former 
Native American village, 
had but one flaw – it was 
located in the path of 
what would become Logan 
Martin Lake. 

The place that 40 to 60 
families called home was 
deemed a small sacrifice for 

The community buried under Logan Martin

Coosa Valley Baptist Church had to be relocated for the dam construc-
tion. Workers managed to load the church onto a series of beams to relo-
cate the building.

the great progress prom-
ised by Alabama Power 
Company’s new endeavor 
in the early 1960s.

One by one, fami-
ly-owned properties were 

taken up by the power 
company. Some houses 
were moved up the road, 
but many were not. 

Coosa Valley Baptist 
Church, along with its 

cemetery containing nearly 
1,000 graves, was trans-
ported to its present loca-
tion in a grand operation. 

See Buried, Page 4D

855-GET-ENGLE
256-369-1450 • 256-487-1298

Engle Services
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

HEATING & COOLING
Your heating and cooling unit could be making 
you and your family sick. Call today to see how 

we can improve your indoor air quality. 

AL00145

7 DAY FAST SERVICE
Dial 855-GET ENGLE

SERVICE NOW
00

02
02
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Whether you want to dine-in or out...
Here’s where to find the best food ever!

MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT

Welcome To

75301 Hwy. 77, Lincoln
 205-763-2266

107 Johnson Ave. • Talladega

256-362-0505

First House
Chinese Restaurant

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT
Business Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs. 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m., 
Fri. & Sat. 11:00 a.m.-10:30 p.m.

Sunday 11:30 a.m. -8:30 p.m.

MILLERS
BBQ

405 Ft. Lashley Ave., Talladega
256-761-0187

CAN’T GET OUT 
FOR LUNCH?

CALL US - 
WE’LL DELIVER!

DINE IN • DELIVERY • PICK-UP

CUSTOM PIZZA

STROMBOLIS, HOAGIES 
& CHICKEN ALFREDO

BEST PIZZA IN TOWN!
DOUGH & PRODUCE FRESH DAILY

65290 AL Hwy. 77 • Talladega
       256-362-3339

HICKORY STREET CAFE

Located in

Café Hours            6:00AM  -  6:30PM    M-F
Café Hours            6:00AM  -  1:30PM    S-S
Breakfast               6:00AM  -  9:00AM   M-S

Lunch Hot Bar 11:00AM – 1:30PM       
Dinner Hot Bar 4:30PM-6:30PM

Grill Open 11:00AM-6:30PM/M-F & 
11:00AM-1:30PM/S-S

Debit/Credit Card Service Available
Menu Line 256-249-5668

Meeting Space Available, Groups Welcome

Catering Available

256-401-4034

Tuesday 
is

“Senior 
Day”

Hwy. 231 N. • Pell City 
205-338-3221

BUFFET HOURS:
10:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

205-338-7714
2401 Comer Avenue North Pell City

Pell City Steak House
•Choice Steaks •Southern Fried Catfish

•Gulf Fresh Jumbo Shrimp 

Extra� dinary 
Meals!
Humble 
Prices!

PELL CITY
TALLADEGA
MUNFORD

Locally Owned & Operated

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Always Good Eating 
At  These Great 
Restaurants! Hwy 231 South

Town Park Plaza • Pell City, AL

205.884.2195

Guadalajara
Mexican

Restaurant

DAILY
LUNCH SPECIALS

---->OPEN DAILY<----

Tues. & � urs. Happy Hour
3:00PM until Closing
Mexican Beer & Margaritas

Sunday’s
Senior Night

15% OFF
Starting at 3PM



Businesses closed, and affected families 
moved elsewhere in the area, watching 
their homes be demolished and their 
familiar streets flooded.

An article in the June 13, 1963, edition 
of the St. Clair News-Aegis described the 
scene as the demolition took place. 

“The valley looks skinned, like a giant 
destroying monster of some kind had 
flown over the valley,” the story reads. 
“Trees that once shaded the highway and 
much of the acreage have been cut down. 
They are lying dead in great heaps all over 
the countryside waiting for the torch that 
is to come in a short time.”

The spirit of the community, settled in 
1821, was likewise stripped, according to 
Vicki Davis Mize, a Pell Citian who grew 
up in the heart of Easonville, though res-
idents understood the value of what was 
to come.

“There were a lot of sad people,” Mize 
recalled. “I remember my mother crying 
for days when they started tearing houses 
down. At the same time, there were sever-
al farmers who were having a hard time, 
and I think they were better off financially 
after the power company bought their 
places. Other people were like my dad. 
He had a pasture, and they made it into 
a subdivision, so after we moved, he still 
had that and he sold it and made money 
that way. But it was a definite sadness for 
everybody.”

Mize, who was 16 when the water 
began to rise, found herself in the middle 
of the action, as her father, Harvey Davis, 
was pastor at Coosa Valley Baptist Church 
and also helped organize the cemetery 
relocations, and her mother operated their 
family-owned general store. 

The family’s home sat atop the hill that 
is now Harmon Island, with the general 
store just a stone’s throw away. 

“I drove out to the island a couple 
years ago at Christmas, because that is the 
closest thing left to home,” Mize said. “It’s 
like your memories of where you grew up 
are buried under there. You never thought 
about this happening, but it brought lots 
of new people to town. Used to, every-
body knew everybody, and now you can 
visit and not recognize a soul. It changed 
the whole lifestyle of the people in the 
area.”

Residents of Easonville spent many a 
sunny day  relaxing and socializing at the 
spring-fed Avondale Lake, which joined 
with Harmon Lake and Easonville Creek 
to flow into the Coosa River. 

In the 1940s, Avondale Mills bought 
the roughly 30-acre lake property, for-

merly known as Waites’ Lake, as a water 
source for its Pell City textile plant and to 
provide recreation for its employees and 
area residents.

“Avondale was always very communi-
ty focused, and the lake was a popular 
place,” Mize said. “There were many, 
many baptisms at Avondale Lake, and 
people would actually come back to our 
house across the road to change clothes 
afterward.”

With sonar equipment, you can still 
see the dam to Avondale Lake, as well 
as the steps and foundations of some 
of the demolished homes, according to 
St. Clair County Commission Chairman 
Stan Batemon.

Easonville residents also valued educa-
tion and religion. 

For many years, school was held 
in homes and at Coosa Valley Baptist 
Church, with the first recorded school 
building being established in 1879. 

One account remembers Easonville 
School as one of the best schools in the 
area, noting that students from around the 
county attended it, and people from other 
counties came to board in Easonville and 
attend school.

Originally, the community had three 
churches. These included Mt. Pisgah 
Baptist, Easonville Methodist and Coosa 
Valley Baptist. Mt. Pisgah relocat-
ed to Cropwell in 1904, according to 
one recollection. When it came time to 
send Easonville to its watery grave, the 
Methodist church joined with Pell City 
Methodist Church and donated its build-
ing to Coosa Valley Baptist. 

Church member Gordon Lee, who still 
lives in the house where he was born five 
miles south of Easonville, remembers the 
joining of the church buildings.

“They just moved both the churches to 
higher ground, and put them on top of a 
hill,” Lee said. The church now sits on U.S. 
231 in front of Coosa Valley Elementary 
School. “They joined them with a breeze-
way in between the Methodist Church and 
Coosa Valley, and that’s what is still there 
today.”

The Methodist and Baptist churches 
had the added work of helping Alabama 
Power relocate some 1,000 graves from 
what was meant to be their final resting 
place. 

The power company advertised remov-
al of the graves in the St. Clair News-
Aegis. An edition printed Oct. 18, 1962, 
informed relatives of the deceased that “it 
has become necessary for the graves and 
the remains of persons buried in such 
graves to be removed to some other cem-
etery on or before the 31st day of Dec., 
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The waters of the lake were the baptismal place for many a church 
through the years.

1963.”
Many of the affected graves, some 

of which dated back to the 1800s, were 
unmarked. 

Information provided by Alabama 
Power Company shows that, in total, the 
company relocated 2,397 graves from 
eight cemeteries within the entire 17,000-
acre lake property. The graves were split 

between cemeteries across the area, with 
at least two traveling as far as Sylacauga 
Cemetery, though most found their 
new resting place at New Coosa Valley 
Cemetery.

Countless other structures, surely too 
many to be recollected here, were bur-

See Buried, Page 6D
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ied under the expanse of Logan Martin Lake, preserving 
a history that now only reveals itself in brief glimpses.
“There are a lot of sites that were absorbed by the lake,” 
Pell City Mayor Joe Funderburg said. “Most of them 
were torn down or moved, but some things you can still 
see when the water is low.”

During the winter pool, the old Stemley Bridge con-
necting Talladega and St. Clair counties peeks out from 
the water about a mile from the present bridge.

“It was a one-lane metal bridge used up until the 60s 
when the area was flooded,” Funderburg said. “Further 
up the lake from there are remnants of an old wooden 
railroad trestle. When I was a kid, you could see parts 
of the trestle no more than 100 yards from the bridge.”

On the Talladega side of the lake in that same area 
was an old quarry, Funderburg said, that he doesn’t 
remember, but his father talked about. It was a sort of 
cove that was once considered taboo to swim in, though 
Funderburg said people now swim in the area often.

Throughout the lake are also reminders of the Coosa 
River’s previous use as a steamship trade route. An 
extensive series of locks allowed passage along shoals and 
ledges of the river. Batemon lives near what was known 
as Lock 5 at Eagle Point. 

The lock is mostly underwater, but parts of its rocky 
walls are visible on the Talladega and St. Clair County 
sides of the lake.

 Lock 4 is located in Riverside, Batemon said, and is 
more visible, especially in the winter pool. 

“If you go through Riverside out on Depot Street and 
you go about a mile or so through town, you’ll cross a 
little small bridge with yellow railings,” he said. “Just 
beyond it to the right is Lock 4 Road or Blake Drive. 
You can drive out there and actually drive to the St. 
Clair side of the lock wall. The bigger part of the lock 
wall is on the Talladega side just above the Honda Plant 
in Lincoln. You go on up river from Lock 4 and you’ll 
get to Lock 3, which is just below Henry Neely Dam.”

Batemon said some areas of the river had rock shoals 
that rendered them impassable during times of drought. 
Some of those shoals, he said, were just below Griffitt 
Bend and near Clear Creek and Rabbit Branch.

One of the most obvious signs of the lake’s history is 
perhaps Old U.S. 231. 

Beginning behind Richey’s Grocery in Cropwell, the 
road winds down into the waters of Logan Martin, where 
you would have found the community of Easonville half 
a century ago.

While a worthy sacrifice for the tremendous growth 
and prosperity initiated by the lake, it makes it no less 
difficult to see your hometown become nothing more 
than water-covered memories.

“Around the holidays, especially, is a time when you 
get that longing to go home,” Mize said. “But then you 
remember there is no home place to return to. It’s a 
strange feeling.”
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Families recall ‘before the lake’
By DAVID ATCHISON
Home staff writer

Jean Lee said her family 
used to sit in the back yard 
and just watch the pier.

“The pier did look 
strange out there with no 
water around it,” said the 
75-year-old woman. 

She said the pier was 
built before the water from 
Logan Martin Lake reached 
full pool some 50 years ago. 

Lee remembers U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
workers driving stakes into 
the ground, marking where 
the lake water would reach.

“We all said, ‘There’s no 
way,” she said. “Well, it 
came up right where the 
Corps of Engineers said it 
would. We were all very 
surprised.”

Lee was married to the 
late Walter Lee. The Lee 
family had a slough built 
in preparation for the lake.

“That man worked day 
and night building that 
slough,” she said. 

She said it cost the fami-

ly about $2,000, and it took 
the man about two months 
to building the slough.

“I was just a big ditch,” 
Lee said. 

Initially the family 
owned about 25-30 acres of 
land, but the lake covered 
much of it. 

“This used to be all 
woods,” Lee said, point-
ing out towards the lake. 
“There used to be covered 
in dogwood and redbud 
trees. They were so pretty 
down there.”

Lee said the family was 
left with 18 lake home lots. 
All were sold, except for the 
place she calls home. She 
said the lake total changed 
the surroundings. 

Lee said there use to be a 
dirt road on the 25 acres of 
land that led down to the 
original river bed. She said 
they would drive down to 
the lake and fish from a flat 
bottom boat.

“It’s nothing like it was,” 
Lee said.

She said her father-in-
law, the late Frank Lee, was 

a commercial fisherman. 
“He did that everyday,” 

Lee said. “He did work for 
a few years with the cotton 
mill.”

But she said he would 

make his living fishing 
from the fast moving 
Coosa River. 

“He peddled the fish 

See Families, Page 7D
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out to friends and neigh-
bors,” she said. 

She said her father-in-
law would catch all kinds 
of fish, mainly catfish. 
When the lake appeared, 
she said, things changed. 

“We were all farmers 
down here,” Lee said. 
“We didn’t know what it 
was all about…We really 
didn’t know what it would 
mean.”

She remembers some 
people were upset because 
of losing their land to the 
lake. The excitement came 
when people were able to 
sale some of their land as 
lakeshore property.

Lee said she came to 
Pell City when she was 
only 15 years old. 

It was actually the lake 
that brought her and her 
family here.

Her father, the late 
Robert “Bob” Rudichar 
was a core drilling, who 
drilled core samples so 
engineers could deter-
mine what kind of rock 
formation and what kind 
of foundation was under-
neath the ground for a pos-
sible dam site. 

The core samples helped 
Alabama Power Company 
(APC) determine where to 
build their dams along the 
Coosa River. 

“He had three different 
rigs,” Lee said. 

She said her 
father worked for Joy 
Manufacturing Company, 
which did contract work 
for APC. 

“I married a local boy, 
and my dad kept travel-
ing,” Lee said. 

She said Logan Martin 
Lake changed the area.

“It (change) was slow 
getting here,” Lee said. 
“Yes, the lake did shape 
this area.”

Lee said the house next 
to her was brought all the 
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Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Jean Lee stands in front of her pier, which was built before the water 
was actually backed up for Lake Logan Martin.

way from Birmingham by 
truck. 

“It got stuck on the 19th 
Street railroad tracks,” she 
said. “They had to call 
Atlanta and stopped all the 
trains.”

She said it took the 
weekend to move the house 
off the tracks.

“Can you image how 
much that would have cost 
today?” Lee said. 

Jimmy Mitchell, 71, 
of Lincoln remembers the 
preparation that went into 
developing Logan Martin 
Lake. 

He said large bulldoz-
ers would plow down trees 
and pushed them into a big 
pile. The piles of timber 
and brush were burned. 

“The lake covered nine 
acres of our property,” said 
Mitchell, whose family 
lived near Lock 4. 

He said workers used 
dynamite to blow down a 
portion of the Lock 4 wall, 
so boats could travel up 
and down the new APC 
reservoir. 

He said the steel gates of 

the Lock were cut at water 
level.

Mitchell said his great 
uncle, Wallace Tuck, was 
the Lock 4 operator. 

He said there is a mile-

long island that is covered 
with water when the lake 
reaches full pool, that once 
had a large building, a club 
built on it, he said. 

“It was nice,” Mitchell 

said. “They bulldozed it 
down and burned it up. I 
don’t know how they got 
those dozers out on that 
island.”

He said his father once 
farmed the land on that 
island. They would bring 
the farm equipment to the 

island by barge. 
“They built the club not 

too long before the lake 
was built,” Mitchell said. 

He said his father also 
had a concession stand 
along the original river bed 

See Families, Page 8D
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where he would sell food.
“He had to move it,” 

Mitchell said. 
He said there was most-

ly farmland around Lock 
4, before the lake was built. 

Beverly Harmon 
Templin said her father 
bought the property now 
known as Harmon Island 
from Harvey Davis and 
Zeek Hayes. 

She said initially, he was 
going to have the family 
home built on the island, 
but he got another idea – a 
mobile home park. 

“Daddy was all about 
making money,” Templin 
said. “It is a good income 
from it for his children and 
grandchildren.”

T.L. Harmon Sr., a 
businessman, bought the 
land before the water was 
backed up for the lake.

“Daddy built the road 
to the island,” Templin 
said. 

Harmon owned several 
businesses in the middle of 
Easonville, which is now 
under Logan Martin Lake. 

He owned the general 
mercantile store, a cotton 

gin and grist mill. The 
general mercantile store 
had everything a local resi-
dent needed. 

“It was the big depart-
ment store at the time,” 
Templin said.

She remembers the 
store selling three pounds 
of sausage for $1 and 
charging 25 cents for a big 
can of Double Q Salmon. 
Shoppers could also get 
three dozen eggs for a 
buck, too. 

“I guess daddy was the 
first dollar store,” Templin 
said. “I say my daddy, but 
my mother (Rosalie Smith 
Harmon) was the back-
bone of the business.”

Templin said her family 
lost a lot to the lake, and 
he was tied up in court 
for years over the family’s 
homestead and business 
properties. 

She said the only house 
she knew was torn down, 
and the pecan orchard next 
to the home was destroyed. 
The family also had a lake 
that was covered up by 
Logan Martin Lake. 

Templin said it was a 
very tough time for her 
father and her family. 

She said her father 
ended up opening the 
Harmon Farm Supply 
store in Pell City after 
being forced to close his 
businesses in Easonville. 

Templin said she is 
glad the family still owns 
Harmon Island and she 
and her husband, Terry, 
have their own place on 
the island as well. 

Roger Mathis, 67, of 
Cropwell, also remembers 
when the lake was built 50 
years ago.

“I was a young sprout,” 
he said. “I guess I was 17.”

Mathis was born and 
raised in Mays Bend, a 
place he used to hunt 
squirrels and rabbits.

“When the water 
backed up, we moved,” he 
said. 

Mathis, who is a dea-
con and trustee for Coosa 
Valley Baptist Church, 
remembers when workers 
moved the cemeteries and 
churches from Easonville. 

The old Coosa Valley 
Baptist Church and the 
Easonville Methodist 
Church now sit side-by-
side as one church, Coosa 
Valley Baptist Church. 

The churches now sit 
in front of Coosa Valley 
Elementary School along 
U.S. 231. 

He has been a mem-
ber of Coosa Valley Baptist 
Church all his life. 

Mathis can remember 
when people were baptized 
in the Avondale Lake, also 
known as Waites Lake. 

“That is way under the 
water (Logan Martin Lake) 
now,” he said.

He said individual 
graves were removed from 
three separate cemeter-
ies and relocated to the 
newer Coosa Valley Baptist 
Church Cemetery. 

He said the graves 
were relocated from the 
Easonville Cemetery, 
Coosa Valley Baptist 
Church Cemetery and the 
Cosper Family Cemetery. 
Those vacant cemeteries 
plots now are also under 
Logan Martin Lake. 

He said his father 
watched as the caskets 
for his brother and sister 
were dug up and relocat-
ed across U.S. 231 in the 
new Coosa Valley Baptist 
Church Cemetery. 

“It probably took them 
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Roger Mathis, 67, of Cropwell, remembers 
when two churches and three cemeteries in the 
Easonville area were relocated for Logan Martin 
Lake.

six months – year to relocate all the graves,” he said. “It 
took them a while.”

Logan Martin has far reaching effects
BY SHANE DUNAWAY
Home staff writer

The construction of Logan Martin 
Dam and Logan Martin Lake has helped 
to paint a beautiful economic picture for 
the surrounding communities over the 
past 50 years.

Longtime chairman of the St. Clair 
County Commission and retired Alabama 
Conservation Officer Stan Batemon cites 
many examples of the benefits created by 
the manmade landmarks, first focusing 
on the fishing aspect.

“Logan Martin is the site for three 
Bassmaster Classics,” Batemon said. “It’s 
also the site of many Bassmaster qualify-
ing tournaments and hundreds of smaller 
bass fishing tournaments. Bass fishing 

alone is a very important economic factor 
on the lake.”

While he gave credit to the avid pro-
fessional fishers who frequent the lake, 
Batemon noted it doesn’t diminish the 
value of what the local fishermen bring.

“Many times we forget other parts 
of fishing would be mostly crappie and 
catfish fishing,” Batemon said. “Both 
of those are less competitive than bass 
fishing because bass fishing has to do 
with a lot of tournament fishing, but the 
crappie, catfish and fresh-water bass and 
salt-water striped bass fisheries that are on 
the lake create different groups of people 
who fish it at different times of year and 
spend their money in different ways.”

Batemon gave a breakdown of how the 
local fishermen impact the local economy.

“Crappie fishing probably accounts 
for a major portion of the live bait sales 
— specifically minnows — on the lake,” 
Batemon said. “Striped fishing accounts 
for a large amount of fishermen trying 
to go after a trophy-sized fish because 
the Department of Conservation has 
cross-bred the salt-water striped bass and 
fresh-water striped bass.

“Logan Martin is one of the lakes 
where they’ve put a lot of these hybrid 
bass,” he added. “People who fish for 
those fish in an entirely different way 
than bass fishermen do. The fishery out 
there is very important to the economy 
because it covers such a diverse area of 
what fishing is.”

But fishing isn’t the only recreational 
hobby that occurs on the lake.

“You’ve got people who spent a lot of 
money on the lake for recreational boat-
ing,” Batemon said. “You can even break 
it down into water skiing, recreation-
al boating for water skiing, recreational 
boating for personal watercraft — jetskis 
— those kind of things, and recreation-
al boating as pontoon boats. That has 
became a really big element of use of the 
lake are people casually riding their pon-
toon boats, others riding their fast speed 
boats and other pulling skiers.”

Batemon also explained how the 
high-quality lakefront property values 
factor into the economic contributions 
of the lake.

“The best example I can give of that is 

See Effects, Page 9D
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in the recession that we’re still climbing 
out of, the lakefront property has held 
its overall value better than other prop-
erty around the county,” Batemon said. 
“It didn’t take a dip in value like general 
off-lake subdivisions. Holding its value 
helped communities like Riverside, Pell 
City and Ragland at least maintain their 
ad-valorem tax base.”

While the local government receives 
the benefits from the stable tax base, 
residents gain the benefit of hydroelectric 
power produced by the dam itself.

According to Alabama Power’s Brandon 
Glover, the company generated more than 
8 percent of its customer’s electricity 
needs from hydro resources in 2013.

“Hydroelectric generation is great 
because of its low cost and ability to 
produce energy quickly, though it is also 
obviously limited by the amount of water 
mother nature provides,” Glover said.

Batemon noted before the dam, there 
was a heavy reliance on coal-fired power 
generation plants to provide electricity in 

the region and with the proximity of the 
lake and dam, the benefits are obvious.

“Us living right here on Logan Martin, 
we’re some of the first people on the 
power grid,” Batemon said. “I’m sure we 
benefit from that power generation pretty 
quickly.”

Another big part of the economic pic-
ture now is the utilization of the lake for 
a public drinking water source since the 
construction of Coosa Valley Water. 

“Coosa Valley Water Supply District 
has a permit to pump up to 13 million 
gallons of water per day out of the river 
to be processed and used for drinking 
water,” Batemon said. “Having a ready 
source of water clean enough to process 
for drinking water is a big economic 
value.”

Batemon added the presence of a large 
body of water makes it easier for munic-
ipalities and governments to obtain dis-
charge permits for treated waste water.

“Pell City has the largest waste water 
treatment plant in the county,” he said. 
“Their discharge is into Logan Martin 

Lake after it has been treated. It’s dis-
charged into the middle of the river by a 
long pipeline. These treatment plants are 
highly regulated. It’s very valuable to have 
these permits to allow you to discharge 
into a flowing stream that literally cleans 
itself.”

Though there are some skeptics who 
don’t see the beauty in the lake because 
of perceived impurities within its depths, 
Batemon insisted that looks can be deceiv-
ing.

“This lake is not a real clear body of 
water like Lake Martin,” Batemon said. 
“You can go boating on Lake Martin and 
look in the water. It’s like looking into a 
spring. It’s real clear. Some people think, 
‘Well Logan Martin is a dirty lake.’ That’s 
not true scientifically. Logan Martin is 
a lake with a lot of turbidity. It’s not 
poisonous stuff. It’s particles of silt and 
mud running off from farms mostly. That 
particle count is actually good for fishery 
because it filters the sunlight and actually 
creates a better fishery than a clear body 
of water. It’s a very healthy and beautiful 

body of water.” 
The beauty and visual appeal Batemon 

described creates an indirect boon for the 
economy.

“A lot of people who live around the 
lake or go to the park never actually use 
the lake itself other than to look at it,” 
Batemon said. “People who picnic at 
Lakeside Park in Pell City are literally 
there for the aesthetic value of being 
able to see the lake. A body of water just 
attracts humans, and that creates some 
economic impact with things like pic-
nicking and just wanting to be close to 
the lake in your outdoor activities. The 
Fourth of July celebration also draws in 
a lot of people. It’s just neat to have a 
fireworks display on the lake instead of 
over the land.”

All in all, Logan Martin Dam, the lake 
and its power and recreations values will 
retain huge drawing power for the sur-
rounding area.

Contact Shane Dunaway at sdunaway@
dailyhome.com
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By ELSIE HODNETT
Home staff writer

The creation of Logan 
Martin Lake 50 years ago 
has had a far-reaching 
impact as neighboring cit-
ies thrive and grow.

“The lake has increased 
the style of living and over-
all quality of life of lake res-
idents through the natural 
beauty it creates,” Pell City 
Mayor Joe Funderburg 
said. “The beautiful terrain 
and recreational opportu-
nities draw people from 
other areas, many of whom 
built fine homes on the 
lake.”

Bill Gossett, bro-
ker, partner and owner 
of Fields Gossett Realty, 
recalled what were once 
large tracts of farmland are 
now the sites for a variety 
of lake homes.

“There were several 
large farm owners for the 
most part, and perhaps a 
few smaller ones in that 
area,” he said. “Creation of 
the lake gave more area for 
residential development 
and changed us to more of 
a resort area.”

Gossett said residential 
development began with 
small lake cabins, and as 
subdivisions developed, 
people built more expen-
sive and larger homes.

“It exponentially 
increased the value of the 
land by having the lake 
here,” he said.

Gossett said the lake, 
as well as the Coosa River 
Bridge on Interstate 20, 
also changed the flow of 
traffic.

“Pell City Steak House 
was a favorite stopping 
place for people going 
through to Florida,” he 
said. “What is now U.S. 
231 was called the ‘Florida 
Short Route.’ Plus this 
area has the convenience 
of close proximity to both 

Lake put Pell City in a great place
Birmingham and Atlanta.”

Erica Grieve, executive 
director of the Greater 
Pell City Chamber of 
Commerce, said the lake’s 
location offers a quick get-
away from busy city life 
and a beautiful place to 
retire.

“Logan Martin Lake is 
a huge asset to Pell City 
in both recreation and real 
estate,” she said.

Funderburg said Logan 
Martin Lake draws a num-
ber of events to the area.

“Logan Martin Lake 
is known for its bass and 
crappie fishing, for recre-
ation or for sport,” he said. 
“We have had the National 
Bassmaster Classic here 
in the past, and we have 
the Mark’s Outdoors Bass 
Tournament here this year, 
as well as other fishing 
tournaments. We are very 
proud to have a lake with 
a reputation for great fish-
ing.”

Multi-sports events have 
also come to the lake.

Last year, Metro Bank 
and Team Magic hosted 
a Cross Race at Lakeside 
Park, drawing partic-
ipants from all over the 
Southeast. This year, the 
Greater Pell City Chamber 
of Commerce and Team 
Magic are presenting 
the Toughman Alabama 
Triathlon, a training 
ground for Ironman races. 
The Toughman race will 
consist of a 1.2-mile swim, 
56-mile bike and 13.1-mile 
run. A 5K will take place 
in Lakeside Park while the 
tri-athletes are in the bike 
portion of the event.

Lakeside Park itself 
overlooks Logan Martin 
Lake, with walking tracks 
where people can enjoy the 
lake while exercising.

The Pell City Garden 
Club is planning con-
struction of a native plant 
walking trail near where 

the Logan Martin Lake 
Protection Association is 
constructing a wetlands 
boardwalk, both located at 
Lakeside Park.

The annual Logan 
Martin LakeFest and Boat 
Show is another big event 
which draws people from 
all over to the lake.

“This is a special year 
because it’s the 50th anni-
versary of creation of Logan 
Martin Lake,” said Eric 
Housh, one of the organiz-
ers for the Logan Martin 
LakeFest and Boat Show. 
“We are hosting LakeFest 
as a birthday celebration 
for Logan Martin Lake.”

The three-day event is at 
Lakeside Park May 16-18, 
featuring live music, a fire-
works show, raffles for a 
fishing boat and motor and 
a YETI cooler, door prizes 
donated by vendors, and 
an in-water boat show with 
fishing boats from Nitro 
and Tracker, pontoon boats 
from Avalon, Bennington 
and Sun Tracker, and wake-
board and ski boats from 
Mastercraft and Tahoe.

“I see a lot more things 
coming to Logan Martin 
Lake—a lot more activi-
ties,” Funderburg said. 
“We are trying to attract 
as much as we can. We are 
very proud to have such a 
resource as the lake, where 
we can utilize and make it 
something everyone here is 
proud of.”

Funderburg said Pell 
City is one of the best kept 
secrets around.

“We need to let the 
word out where it’s not a 
secret anymore,” he said. 
“Logan Martin Lake is one 
of the things that makes 
Pell City such a unique 
place and so much an inte-
gral part of people’s lives. A 
lot of people move out here 
because of the lake atmo-
sphere and what it offers. 

It is an integral part of this 
community. We maintain 
a small town atmosphere 
and we have the beauty of 
the lake that contributes so 
much to people wanting to 
move out here.”

Funderburg said while 
many people move out to 
enjoy the lake and what 
Pell City has to offer, they 
also give back to the com-
munity.

“They contribute 
through civic organiza-
tions and volunteer work,” 
he said. “Many have also 
become elected officials 
and are contributing in that 
respect to their individual 
careers as well as this area. 
We are proud to have these 
folks here and encourage 
more and more folks to see 
what Logan Martin Lake 
and Pell City have to offer. 
I see Pell City and St. Clair 
County continue to move 
forward in a progressive 
manner. I’m very proud we 
are moving in that direction 
instead of resting on what 
we’ve had all these years.”

Funderburg said there is 
no question the lake is an 
essential part of Pell City.

“It has been and hope-
fully will continue to be a 

big asset to this communi-
ty for many, many years,” 
he said. “We feel we have 
one of the most beautiful 
lakes anywhere around.”

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Logan Martin Lake has become a major fishing destination for profes-
sional tournaments, weekend visitors and those who live along the shore.
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IMERYS transforms a unique range of minerals to deliver essential 
functions (heat resistance, mechanical strength, conductivity, 
coverage, barrier e�ect, etc.) that 
are essential to its customers’ 
products and manufacturing 
processes. IMERYS supplies 
high-performance minerals to 
industries that touch everyone’s
lives. Just a few of the 
applications that use our 
products to enhance 
processing, performance and 
cost-e�ectiveness are paint, 
inks and coatings, building and 
construction products, plastics, 
adhesives and sealants, lawn care 
and landscaping,  and health, beauty and nutrition products.


