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1009 Old Cedar Grove Rd.   |    Leeds, AL 35094

(Intersection of 411 & I-20)

205-640-5891
WarrenFamilyGardenCenter.com

Striving to make your everyday
indoor & outdoor beautiful.

At Warren Family Garden Center, we grow over 75% of 

our annuals.  Currently, some of our selections include 

geraniums, petunias, celosia, coleus, lantana, scaevola, 

sweet potato vines, begonias, citronella, Proven Winners 

plants, select veggies, herbs and much more.  Come visit us 

and take home some of your favorites today!
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Spring is the time to spruce up your shoreline

Elite Docks & Construction offers repairs, installations

By Amanda E.H. Pritchard

Special to The Daily Home

Spring has arrived, and it will soon be time 

for making new memories of good times on the 

water, as summer is on the horizon. 

Local waterfront residents are looking for-

ward to seeing the last vestiges of winter fade 

into the past and enjoying the outdoors during 

the warm weather to come. And that’s where 

Bobby Hubbard and his team can help. 

Hubbard opened Elite Docks & Construc-

tion in 2015 to help residents of Logan Martin 

Lake and neighboring waterways improve their 

shorelines. 

“Spring is the time everyone gets ready to 

enjoy the outdoors and repair everything after 



256-237-5821 or 1-800-321-4414

401 South Noble St. • Anniston, AL
Free Estimates - Easy Terms - Since 1950

Eugene L. Evans Mfg. Co., Inc.

www.awningsbyevans.com

Let us turn your existing porch into 

a sunroom or screen room. Visit our 

website for more ideas.

ENJOY LIFE
Under a Sunroom or Screen Room

DON’T FALL
Keep Your Balance Going Up and Down Steps

ORNAMENTAL IRON HANDRAILS

Over 10 Styles To Choose From

STAY DRY
Under a Patio Cover or Canvas Awning
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Mon. & Sat. 9 am - 3 pm 
Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

35288 AL Hwy. 21, Talladega 

256-362-6370
www.talladegacyclesales.com

Husqvarna
SPECIAL

$3,999

Package includes a Z254 54” Zero turn mower,
129L Trimmer, 435E chain saw, and the 320ib blower.

Payments as low as $90 per month.

0% 48 months, WAC
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www.Facebook.com/GriffinsJewelers

Rings
starting

at 
$799
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Striving to make your everyday
indoor & outdoor beautiful.
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epairs, installations

Hubbard opened Elite Docks & Construc-

tion in 2015 to help residents of Logan Martin 

Lake and neighboring waterways improve their 

“Spring is the time everyone gets ready to 

enjoy the outdoors and repair everything after 

winter,” said Hub-

bard. Repairing those 

damages can also add 

to the value of a home. 

“It depends on what 

people are looking 

for, but adding a deck, 

patio or gazebo is only 

a plus for any home. 

It’s not just about the 

inside nowadays.  The 

outside is what brings 

people in.” 

Elite Docks & 

Construction offers 

such services as build-

ing contractors, docks, 

boathouses, seawalls, 

pile driving, lifts, 

decks, patio add-ons 

and more. 

“If your boathouse 

or dock is falling apart 

or just needs a little 

TLC maintenance, call 

us for repairs or new 

installations,” Hubbard 

said.  “We’ll assess the 

damage and viability 

of your existing dock 

and give you the best 

and most cost-effec-

tive option between 

repair or a new install.  

We provide quality 

construction services 

and can build you 

a new dock of your 

wake-making dreams 

or add on that deck 

or patio to your home 

that you’ve always 

been wanting for those 

summer cookouts.  

We strive to build the 

highest quality product 

that will bring you and 

your family years of 

enjoyment.”

Elite Docks has the 

equipment, knowledge 

and experienced staff 

to ensure a smooth and 

quality installation or 

repair.

“There are so 

many variables with 

access and water depth 

if you’re wanting a 

small dock, boathouse 

or an upper decker. 

Our prices suit every-

one’s budget,” Hub-

bard said. “There’s 

one out there for most 

everybody.”

Shoreline regula-

tions are not a prob-

lem, he added.

“We are experi-

enced with state and 

local permitting, as 

well as working with 

insurance companies 

in the unfortunate 

event of insurance 

replacement due to 

weather-related loss-

es.  We understand the 

expectations of permit-

ting agencies and have 

the ability to design 

and work within their 

regulatory perimeters.”

The primary thing 

Hubbard wants cus-

tomers to know about 

Elite Docks & Con-

struction is that it’s a 

family-owned-and-op-

erated business with 

40 years of overall 

experience. 

When it comes to 

making sure you’ve 

found the right com-

pany to help beautify 

your home and shore-

line, Hubbard says it’s 

important to work with 

someone you trust. 

“Our customers like 

the way we do busi-

ness. We’re easy, laid 

back and treat them 

like family.” 

Elite Docks & 

Construction is at 2026 

Ashland Highway in 

Talladega.  For more 

information, visit 

www.elitedocksand-

construction.com, like 

the business’ Facebook 

page or call 256-521-

1990.

Elite Docks evaluates each client’s site 
geography to recommend the most 
cost-effective options while maintaining 
the highest level of quality and dura-
bility. Designs are available based on 
individual site and use requirements.

“Your satisfaction is our number one goal, so on each and 
every construction job, we strive to build the highest quality 
product that will bring you and your family years of enjoy-
ment,” says Elite Docks owner Bobby Hubbard.



Serving as your guide for obtaining a mort-

gage loan, Shonnie McNeill is a member of 

SouthFirst Bank’s mortgage team. 

A mortgage loan officer for the past 16 
years, McNeill says one of the most significant 
things to know about financing a home is that 
credit is extremely crucial. 

“Establishing credit is important. Financers 
are looking for two lines of good credit over 

the course of 24 months.  If you’ve only been 

working for one month, we’ll look at college 

years as well.”

SouthFirst Bank has helped people buy 
homes and choose the best mortgage options for 
the past 70 years. 

When McNeill meets with first-time home 
buyers, she provides them with a step-by-step 
guide that addresses such questions as, “What’s 

more important—a bigger home with a larger 
mortgage or more financial flexibility?” and 
“What will a mortgage payment mean for other 
financial goals?” 

Another essential key to unlocking the front 

door to the home of your dreams is finding out 
how much you pre-qualify for. “There’s a rule 

that says don’t spend more than 41% of your 
salary on a house,” McNeill said. “Stay within 

your means.” Refinancing is a completely dif-
ferent approval process, based on the value of 
your home, while financing is based on the sale 
price of the home. 

“If, for example, your current interest rate is 
5.9 percent and the bank is offering 4.9 percent, 
one point is worth it to refinance,” said Mc-

Neill. 

Since spring has arrived, buyers and sellers 
are eager to seal the deal at this time of year. 

McNeill describes spring as a great time for 
home financing/refinancing because people are 
out more. 

“The weather makes you want to get out. 
People have spring fever to do home improve-

ments, and seeing a home with curb appeal 
makes you want it,” she said. “We’re experi-
encing a lot of construction loans right now. 

With construction loans, underwriters like to 

see a couple months of a house payment in your 
savings account.”  

The city of Sylacauga and Talladega County 
have some of the lowest property taxes in the 
country, according to McNeill. Working with 

such mortgage companies as the Federal Home 
Loan Mortgage Corporation (Freddie Mac) 
and the Federal National Mortgage Association 

(Fannie Mae), SouthFirst Bank wants to ensure 
home financers/refinancers make the best deci-
sions for themselves and their family. McNeill 

says the best way to do that is to educate your-

self. 

She believes she has the best job in the 

world. “I get to make everybody happy. This is 
such a significant life step, and it’s nice to be a 
part of that moment and encourage homeown-

ership.” 
For more information about how SouthFirst 

Bank can help with your new home or refinanc-

ing needs, visit www.southfirst.com or email 
smcneill@southfirst.com.     
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JP Dailey, Agent
2109 7th Ave. N.   |   Pell City, AL  35125

205-525-5525

Protect the place you 

call home-Call us 

today for a quote.

Discover why over

17 million homeowners trust State Farm®

Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there®

000268114r1

CARTER 
HARDWARE

•Lawn & Garden Tools 
•Paint 
•Plumbing 
  & More!

WE FILL 
PROPANE 
TANKS!

Great for Grills, 

Campers & Heaters

256-358-4971Hwy. 21 • Munford  

000268049R2

BILL PHARR
OWNER/BROKER

Let us 
help you with your 

 Real Estate Needs!

Whether you’re 
looking to sell 
or buy - we’re 

here to offer you 
the best service 
possible! Come 
see us today!

000244624R1

Real Estate - Sales - Rentals - Appraisals
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Spring is the season for home financing
SouthFirst Bank offers options for first-time home buyers

By Amanda E.H. Pritchard
Special to The Daily Home

Shonnie McNeill is a mortgage loan officer with SouthFirst Bank.  



For more information about how SouthFirst 

Bank can help with your new home or refinanc-

ing needs, visit www.southfirst.com or email 
smcneill@southfirst.com.     

  Enhance Your

for Spring

69220 Hwy. 77 N. • Talladega, AL 35160
www.coosavalleyec.com e-mail - info@coosavalleyec.com

Call 1-800-273-7210 
Extension 236 or 222 for More Information

Financing Available 

To Qualified Customers.

Credit Approval 

Is Required.

Many other sizes to choose from.

Haier

5 Cu. Ft.

 Chest Freezer

$169

FREEZER MICROWAVE

$129

GE 
1.4 Cu. Ft.  
1000 Watts 
Microwave

Black

or White

Available

GE Washer

3.5 Cu. Ft.,
8 cycles, 

3 wash/rinse

settings 

$469

Heavy Duty Washer 

& Dryer Pair
• Washer - 3.9 cu. ft., stainless 
  steel tub, energy star, HydroWave
  Quiet Agitator  Wash System, 16
   wash cycles, PreciseFill, 5 water
   level selections
• Dryer - 6.8 cu. ft. capcity DuraDrum,
  4 heat selections, end of cycle 
  signal, AutoDry.

GE

Extra Large

Heavy Duty 

Dryer

 (White Only)

WASHERS & DRYERS

REFRIGERATORS

$649 $1049

Hotpoint
18 Cu. Ft. 

Refrigerator
With Icemaker

GE

25 Cu. Ft. 

Side by Side 

Refrigerator
Front Ice & Water Dispenser

Black or White
Model #GIE18GTH

$469

000268019R1
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Spring is the season for home financing
SouthFirst Bank offers options for first-time home buyers



Customers are 

greeted with more than 

60 years of gardening 

experience and warm 

smiles when they step 

onto the grounds at 

Hazelwood’s Green-

houses & Nursery in 

Pell City. 

The folks wel-

coming you to the 

nursery at 925 23rd 

Street North are the 

brother-and-sisters 

trio of Becky, Gayla 

and Harold Fairchilds, 

who operate the busi-

ness opened by John 

Hazelwood in 1985. 

They are happy to 

share their gardening 

knowledge to ensure 

first-time customers 
become familiar faces. 

Growing up in the 

farming community of 

Carl Junction, Mis-

souri, the Fairchilds 

have felt right at home 

in Alabama. Becky 

has been with Hazel-

wood’s for almost 30 

years, Harold has been 

cultivating there since 

1992 and Gayla came 

on board almost 20 

years ago. 

Harold and Gayla 

studied horticulture at 

the Eden Career Tech 

Center after moving 

from Missouri to St. 

Clair County and grad-

uating from Ragland 

High School. 

“Mr. H (John 

Hazelwood) told me, 

‘Becky, you’re still 

farming, just in a dif-

ferent way,’” she said. 
When it comes to 

people who think they 

can’t garden, Becky 

and Gayla agree that 

there’s no such thing 

as the proverbial 

“black thumb.” 

“I’ve heard that 

term, but I always tell 

people, plants are like 

having children.  You 

have to nurture them,” 

said Becky. 

Gayla added, “I 

like to tell custom-

ers, ‘Congratulations, 

you’re a proud new 

parent.’” The Fair-

childs sisters say 

seeing flowers, plants 
and ferns leave Hazel-

wood’s is like sending 

off their babies into the 

world. 

For first time gar-
deners, the Fairchilds 

suggest starting with 

succulents, begonias 

or marigolds. When 

asked what plant is 

their best seller, the 

Fairchilds’ initial reply 

is, “What isn’t a best 

seller?” 

Harold said Lime-

light hydrangeas are 

top sellers, with Gayla 

adding that Knock Out 

roses and Kaleido-

scope abelia also sell 

very well, and Hazel-

wood’s has a wonder-

ful selection of petu-

nias. “Our petunias 

are awesome show 

stoppers.” 

Dedicating their 

careers to cultivating 

creations for your 

yard, the Fairchilds’ 

hearts are happy when 

they see return cus-

tomers. 

“Our customers 

   •LAND
•COMMERCIAL
•RESIDENTIAL256-368-9008 

Cell 256-223-1817

HEATHER 

ROBERTS
Realtor/Owner

www.alahomes.com

112 Court Sq., South, Talladega

Helping You Find That 
Place We Call Home.
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Mon. & Sat. 9 am - 3 pm 
Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

35288 AL Hwy. 21, Talladega 

256-362-6370
www.talladegacyclesales.com

Husqvarna
SPECIAL

$5,999

Package includes a MZT 52 Kohler, T 435 Chainsaw, 525 BX Blower and
322L Trimmer.

$125/mo WAC 48 month 0%Plus tax and fees.
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VANSANDT HARDWARE 

& BUILDING SUPPLY
40631 US Highway 280 - Sylacauga 

(256) 249-8375
www.ansandthardwareandsupplyco.com

From Faucets to Build-Ons 

We Got You Covered!

Give our experts a call!
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Margaret Williamson, Manager
122 East Battle St., Talladega

256-362-3600

Denise Watts, Manager
Marble City Plaza, Sylacauga

256-249-0305

*All Loans Subject To Our Liberal Lending Policy.

& Tax Service
Columbus Finance

We pay up to 
$50 For Referrals

“We Love 

To Say Yes”

Loans 
Ranging From

 $500 

to 
$5000

000268024R2
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How does your garden grow?
Very well, with plants and advice from Hazelwood’s
By Amanda E.H. Pritchard

Special to The Daily Home

Tomato plants are always a popular choice for home gardeners in the spring.

A variety of colorful flowers and shrubs 
is available at the Pell City nursery.
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om Hazelwood’s

say we have a great selection, and they come back because of the friend-

ly service they receive and our fair prices,” said Gayla. “Repeat custom-

ers know and understand we’re her to answer their questions.” 

Becky added, “I still can’t believe how many new customers we 

have.” 

Gayla had a special moment this past Christmas season when she 

was asked to make a wreath. “One of our customers asked if we did 

special orders, but I didn’t know she had that in mind.  She had it made 

to give as a gift, and she and her friend loved it.” 

Devoting their time to help incorporate beauty to people’s homes, 

the Fairchilds say their love for what they do each day continues to 

grow. 

Gayla attributes her love for gardening to her aunt. “Growing up 

we were close to our dad’s sister. She had beautiful flowers and that’s 
always stayed with me.” Harold’s appreciation for gardening became 

ingrained at Eden Career Center with teacher James King.  

“Harold can out-grow most people,” Gayla said proudly. “He once 

grew a cabbage with leaves three feet long.” 

Whether growing Phantom hydrangeas or any fruit tree, Becky (who 

believes horticulture is in the siblings’ blood because of their farming 

roots in Carl Junction) says it’s her brother’s work ethic that helps set 

Hazelwood’s apart. “When Mr. H first met Harold, he was impressed 
with his eagerness to work and his demeanor.” 

Gayla added, “Harold is a workaholic.” He agreed with a grin and by 

shaking his head. 

Whether you suit up in your favorite garden gear every season or 

you’re making your first foray into growing lush layers of flowers, Ha-

zelwood’s is ready to guide you to a beautiful black petunia, cinnamons, 

Aloha Nani Tropicana, begonias, fruit trees or just about anything you 

can imagine. 

The Fairchilds all agree that Hazelwood’s is about helping customers 

find what best suits their needs. 
For more information, visit www.hazelwoodsnursery.com. 

Hydrangeas, roses, petunias and a host of other plants to 
spruce up home landscapes are available at Hazelwood’s.

Hazelwood’s Nursery has provided flowers and plants to Pell 
City and surrounding communities since 1985.



AL CERT#17078

36

The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will 
continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional 
(special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are 
charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 1/1/2019 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer 
expires 05/15/2019.
**See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions.  Special financing offers valid on Qualifying Equipment only. Offers vary by equipment. All sales must be 
to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited.
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*APR-Annual Percentage Rate. Membership required. A loan for 39 months at 1.99% APR will have an estimated monthly payment of $26.50 per $1,000 borrowed. Receive $100 
cash at loan booking for loans $10,000 and more. Maximum loan to value of 110% NADA. Down payment may be required. Your total monthly obligations including your new ve-
hicle payment cannot exceed 36% of your gross monthly income, you must currently be employed, and have 1 year at your current job. Eligibility requirements apply. You may not 
qualify if you have a charged off loan with Coosa Pines or for 30 days prior you had a negative account balance with us.
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The return of warm-

er weather to Talladega 

and St. Clair counties 

is always a prime time 

to be thinking about 

insurance, according to 

Cory Bline of Allstate 

Insurance.

“Spring is here, and 

a lot of people tend to 

want to buy new toys,” 

the local agent said. 

“The one thing we see 

in this area of the state 

is boat owners. Most 

people have a boat poli-

cy but are not sure what 

all it may or may not 

cover.  This is a good 

time of year to check 

the rates and discuss 

your options with a 

local agent.”

Offering insurance 

coverage for boats to 

homes and everything 

in between, Bline says 

he’s “proud to serve 

the areas of Lincoln, 

Pell City and River-

side.” His office is at 
141 Magnolia Street in 

Lincoln.

Whether you’re 

reevaluating your 

homeowners policy 

or insuring your home 

for the first time, “you 
need to be covered,” 

he said. “People need 

homeowners insurance 

to cover their structure, 

contents and personal 

liability. The homeown-

ers insurance covers 

you in case of some-

thing sudden or acci-

dental that occurs on 

your property. The main 

thing with homeowners 

insurance is to ask ques-

tions and understand 

what is covered under 

your homeowners 

policy.”

When considering 

what insurance agent 

and agency is best for 

you and your family, 

Bline says research is 

key. 

“When I buy 

something, I always to 

tend to check customer 

reviews, whether it’s 

buying a product or 

doing business with a 

certain company. Al-

ways keep in mind that 

good rapport, honesty 

and integrity with your 

insurance agent are the 

most important thing of 

all.” 

Bline has worked in 

the insurance industry 

for more than 11 years, 

and serving his com-

munity is important to 

him. “I love knowing 

that I get to help people 

understand the value of 

insurance by helping 

them choose what’s 

right for their particular 

situation.  It’s a good 

feeling knowing my 

customers are protected 

from life’s uncertain-

ties.”

As important as 

insuring property is, 

Bline said there’s a 

form of insurance cov-

erage that’s even more 

important. 

“While most people 

are covered with their 

auto, home, boat or mo-

torcycle, life insurance 

is the number one thing 

our customers need. I 

would say 70 percent of 

my customers are un-

derinsured or they have 

no life insurance at all. 

This is the most import-

ant thing you can do to 

protect your family.”

For more informa-

tion, call 205-763-2006, 

visit www.agents.

allstate.com/cory-bline-

lincoln-al.html or like 

Cory Bline: Allstate 

Insurance on Facebook. 

1400 Barry St. 
Oxford 

256-831-0540
Mon.-Fri. 7-6 

Sat. 7-5 

Closed Sun.

1104 Ashland Hwy.

256-362-2208
Mon.-Fri. 7-5,

 Sat. 7-3

Closed Sun.

LAWN & GARDEN Spring
SaleResin Whiskey 

Barrel Planter
20-1/2” diam. x 12-1/4”H. 7218282. 

Plants not included. 

$1499

Miracle-Gro® 
Moisture Control
Potting Mix

$1099

SALE $13.99
-$3with

card

Miracle-Gro®
Garden Soil or 
Whitney Farms® 
Organic Raised 
Bed Mix
1-1/2 Cu. Ft. 7438286, 7438336, 7505977 

Limit 60 at this price.

$649

$8.49
-$2with

card

each

Ace Wild Bird Food
20 lb. 81995

2 for 
$10

Ortho® Home Defense® Insect 
Killer Ready-to-Spray, Granules, 
Concentrate or Ready-to-Use
7502644, 7502651, 7502669, 7508070

Limt 2 at this price. 

$649

SALE $8.99
-$2.50with

card

Ortho® Fire Ant Killer
12 oz. 74847
Limt 2 at this price
Fire Ant Killer Broadcast Granules,
 11.5 lb., 7597917...SALE $15.99 
-$3 with Ace Rewards Card. 
*You Pay $12.99. 

Limit 2 at this price.  

$999

SALE $12.99
-$3 with

card

$4999

SALE $54.99
-$5 with

card

3” Chlorinating Tablets
25 lb. 8485443. Limit 4 at this price.

Mobile Hose Reel 

Cart or NeverLeak™ 

Hose Cabinet
7205271, 7367410

$2999
each $1999

SALE $23.99
-$4 with

card

Ace 50’x5/8” Flexogen® 

Premium Garden Hose
71928. Color may vary.
Limt 2 at this price
100’x5/8”, 72054...SALE $37.99 
-$8 with Ace Rewards Card. 
*You Pay $29.99. 

Limit 2 at this price.  

Ace 32 Gal. 
Trash Can
Made by Rubbermaid®.

71102, 71162, 7131451

Limit 3 total at this price.

$1399

SALE $18.99
-$5with

card

each

Ace Trash Bags
6186761, 6187116,

6214910, 6225858,

6297949

Limit 4 total at this price.

$499

$7.99
-$3with

card

each

YOUR CHOICE

$1299
each

Ace Spring Brace 

Rake or Leaf Rake
Heavy duty fiberglass

 handles.

7012867, 7502925Flat-free tire!

$7999
Ace 6 Cu. Ft. 
Steel
Wheelbarrow
7331705
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each

2 Cu. Ft. 7301609. Limt 2 at this price. 

SALE
SALE

SALE

SALE

SALE

2B Wednesday, April 3, 2019 The Daily HomeHome & Garden

Consider your homeowners
insurance coverage this spring

Obtaining insurance is part of the home buying process, and your agent can help 
you secure proof of insurance to provide at the time of closing.

Cory Bline

By Amanda E.H. Pritchard

Special to The Daily Home



“While most people 

are covered with their 

auto, home, boat or mo-

torcycle, life insurance 

is the number one thing 

our customers need. I 

would say 70 percent of 

my customers are un-

derinsured or they have 

no life insurance at all. 

This is the most import-

ant thing you can do to 

.”

For more informa-

tion, call 205-763-2006, 

allstate.com/cory-bline-

lincoln-al.html or like 

 

Insurance on Facebook. 

Don Smith, owner 

Located in Sylacauga, AL

Home of Photography

256-245-3244
LIKE us on Facebook www.

homeofphotograhy.com

Let us do your family portrait. 

We also frame.

OLD PHOTOS 
RESTORED

Let us take your old photo and 
restore it to looking new!

•Wide variety of custom framing & 
  matting by order
•Also select same day options available
•Pre-made frames in a variety of sizes
•Glass replacement
•Ask us about frame repair
•Old home movies & VHS to DVD
•Slides & negatives to digital format

YOUR FULL SERVICE 

PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO 

& FRAME SHOP!

We can shoot your class reunions, 

weddings, senior protraits, 

corporate parties, professional 

headshots, dances, etc.
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The vibrantly col-

orful blossoms of the 

season are accompanied 

by a fresh peaceful 

breeze that puts a spring 

in people’s steps. This 

new-found energy has 

folks excited to start 

making home im-

provements and adding 

curb appeal to their 

homes. Taking things 

to the next level, they 

then make the often 

life-changing decision 

to place a “For Sale” 

sign in their yard. 

Once that happens, 

AlaHomes Realty own-

ers Randy and Heather 

Roberts become two of 

a homeowner’s greatest 

allies. The team is cur-

rently experiencing one 

of its most flourishing 
springs since starting 

the Talladega-based real 

estate company. 

“This spring season 

has truly been a sellers’ 

market,” Heather said. 

“One home that we 

listed had offers within 

20 minutes of being on 

the market. This spring 

season has been crazy 

with homes coming on 

the market and going 

under contract with-

in days. Right now, I 

have more buyers than 

homes available. In 

years past it has been 

much different.” 

Heather’s advice for 

first-time homebuyers 

is to pray about their 

future home. “Once 

your pre-approval is 

complete, sit down and 

make a list of needs and 

wants you’re looking 

for in a home, then 

pray.” she said. 

As for sellers trying 

to create cheerful curb 

appeal, Heather sug-

gests keeping things 

crisp and clean. 

“Plant some spring 

flowers, cut the grass, 
trim the bushes, clean 

the windows and make 

sure that the front of 

your home is clean and 

welcoming.”

Heather has happily 

served her community 

as a Realtor for the past 

13 years. 

“My husband, 

Randy, and I own Ala-

Homes Realty. Randy 

got started in real estate 

after we got married 

and was a wonderful 

broker.  After several 

years he suggested we 

start our own business, 

since we had a growing 

family. When our last 

child was born, I decid-

ed to play a bigger role 

in our business and got 

my license to become a 

Realtor. We have raised 

our children in our busi-

ness, and it has been the 

best decision ever.” 

For others consid-

ering a career in real 

estate, Heather offers 

the following advice. 

•Have the desire 
and patience to work 

with people. 

•The home buying/
selling process can 

sometimes be long and 

difficult. 
•Be there for your 

buyers and sellers. 

Through all the hard 

work, Heather says the 

title of Realtor is a one 

she’s happy to wear. “I 

love being able to hand 

the keys to a family 

for their new home.  

Knowing that I played 

a role in helping make 

their dreams a reality is 

such a blessing to me.” 

For more infor-

mation, visit www.

alahomes.com, call 

256-368-9008 or like @

AlaHomes on Facebook. 
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How to enhance your home’s curb appeal

By Amanda E.H. Pritchard

Special to The Daily Home

Realtor Heather Roberts of AlaHomes Realty in Talladega suggests planting spring flowers, 
trimming bushes and keeping the yard well maintained as ways to add more curb appeal 
when selling a home.
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ELEGANT & 
ENERGY SAVING

AE&
256-329-0034

Metal Roofing Supply

•Manufacturer & Distributor
•Residential & Commercial
 Roofing Panels
•  Colors In Stock
•Trim & Accessories In Stock
•Same Day Service
•Buy Direct & Save $$$

Open Mon.-Fri. 7 am - 4 pm
www.aemetalroofing.comCall

239 McClellan Industrial Drive, Kellyton, AL 35089

AE&
Metal Roofing Supply

•Manufacturer & Distributor
•Residential & Commercial
 Roofing Panels
•  Colors In Stock
•Trim & Accessories In Stock
•Same Day Service
•Buy Direct & Save $$$

Open Mon.-Fri. 7 am - 4 pm
www.aemetalroofing.com

Open Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-4 p.m.

www.aemetalroofing.com

NOW’S THE TIME TO GET THE ROOF 
YOU BEEN WAITING FOR!

•Manufacturer & Distributor
•Residential & Commercial 
 Roofing Panels
•18 Colors in Stock

•Trim & Accessories in Stock
Same Day Service

Buy Direct & Save $$$
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206 S. Tinney St. 

Talladega 

256-362-2433
TAYLOR RENTAL®

Monday - Friday 7 am - 5 pm

RENT THE EQUIPMENT. KEEP THE ADVICE.®

GET READY FOR SPRING...
Need It? Rent It!

•Tillers  
•Pressure Washers 
•Airless Paint Spayer 
•Carpet Cleaners 
•Floor Sanders

000244687r1

Drew Alexander 
Union State Insurance, Inc.

1920 1st Ave N. | Pell City, AL

(205)884-1670
800-239-4356
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Color, flavor and spice from the garden
Sweet and hot peppers are ideal for Alabama climate
By Donna Reynolds
Special to The Daily Home

The colorful and nutritious bell pepper is a sweet pepper used 
for flavoring, cooking and stuffing rather than adding heat to 
recipes.

There are more 

than 20 species of pep-

pers in the world, and 

hundreds of varieties. 

Alabama garden-

ers, however, are most 

familiar with two 

kinds: sweet and hot.

Sweet pepper 

varieties include bell, 

paprika, pimento, 

banana and cherry 

peppers. The name is a 

misnomer because not 

all sweet peppers are 

sweet. This category 

refers to those peppers 

without heat. They 

are typically used for 

flavoring, cooking or 
stuffing.

Hot peppers in-

clude cayenne, red and 

green chili, jalapeño 

and the red-hot pepper. 

This variety is usually 

used as a spice in food.

Peppers are easy 

plants to grow and 

don’t take up much 

garden space. Pepper 

plants are ideal for 

Southern gardeners be-

cause they favor warm 

temperatures. You may 

grow peppers from 

seeds or buy plants in 

flats as a local nursery.
Dr. Joe Kemble, 

an Alabama Extension 

specialist of commer-

cial horticulture, said 

when choosing plants 

in flats, it’s best to se-

lect plants with green, 

strong foliage.

“Be sure there are 

no suspicious looking 

spots on the leaves and 

stems,” Kemble said. 

“Many diseases enter 

the home garden from 

infected transplants. 

Check the tag or label 

for additional informa-

tion about the variety, 

shape, size and flavor.”
Plant peppers in 

a location with full 

sunlight (at least 8 

hours of direct sun-

light). Be sure the site 

does not receive too 

much wind. A strong 

wind easily breaks the 

pepper’s delicate stems 

after transplanting. 

Also be sure that the 

site drains well.

“The planting hole 

should be slightly 

larger than the soil ball 

surrounding the roots 

of the plant,” Kemble 

said. “Plant the pepper 

slightly deeper in the 

garden than it was in 

its container. Space 

holes about 12 to 18 

inches apart.”

After planting, 

water the plants well 

and regularly check 

them the first weeks 
for wilting or droop-

ing. Growers can also 

add mulch around the 

plants to help conserve 

moisture and control 

weeds.

Peppers can be 

harvested with they are 

ripe or unripe. Sweet 

peppers become sweet-

er and hot peppers 

become hotter as they 

mature. Your personal 

taste should determine 

when you want to har-

vest peppers. Be gentle 

when pulling peppers 

off the plant to avoid 

damaging the plant. 

Plants can often be 

rather brittle and break 

apart easily.

Six to eight plants 

should provide a fam-

ily with enough pep-

pers to last through the 

summer. Peppers can 

be stored fresh, fro-

zen, dried or pickled, 

so you don’t have to 

worry about a bumper 

crop spoiling.

For more informa-

tion, visit www.aces.

edu or call the Tallade-

ga County Extension 

Office at 256-362-
6187.

The rich, full flavor of home-grown pepper freshly picked from the plant is a gar-
dener’s reward for growing their own peppers.



St. Clair Farmers Co-op
Pell City  -  Ashville

Mid-State Farmers Co-op
Columbiana

TALLADEGA COUNTY
EXCHANGE

Fill Your Wheelbarrow
It’s time to stock up on everything for spring planting!

Garden Seeds 
& Plants

Soil $35
3.8 CU. FT. BALE

Premier Peat Moss

$173.8 cu. ft. bale

Lawn & Garden 
Fertilizers • Chemicals

Potting Soil $699
50 lb. bag
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 35052 AL Hwy. 21, Talladega • 256-362-2716  

 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 5:00 pm • Sat. 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

DOWN 

TO EARTH 

VALUES!
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How to protect your yard from damaging pests
By Justin Miller

Special to The Daily Home

Homeowners 

often find evidence 
of animals digging in 
their yards. Squirrels, 
chipmunks, armadillos 
and moles are often 
the culprits.

According to Dr. 
Jim Armstrong, an 
Alabama Extension 

wildlife specialist, the 
first rule of protecting 
a yard is identifying 
the animal.

“Once you know 
which animal is caus-

ing the problem, it will 
be easier to come up 
with a solution,” said 
Armstrong. “There are 
several ways to get rid 
of pests, but not every 
method will work for 
every pest.”

Armstrong said 
there is one animal 

that is often the culprit.
“The majority of 

complaints about yard 
damage involve arma-

dillos rooting up the 
yard in search of earth-

worms and grubs,” 
said Armstrong.

Damage from an 
armadillo is fairly 
distinctive. When on 
the hunt, the arma-

dillo uses its long, 
sharp claws to break 
the surface of loose 

soil. In the process, it 
leaves holes averaging 
3 inches wide by 5 
inches deep.

Another animal 

troubling to landscapes 
is the mole. Moles 
dig tunnels through 
yards in search of 
food. These tunnels 
form ridges in the soil. 
Moles have enormous 
appetites and may eat 
up to 100 percent of 
their body weight in a 
single day.

Armstrong said 
that moles might 
benefit homeowners, if 
not for the tunnels they 
dig.

“Contrary to popu-

lar belief, moles do not 
eat the roots and bulbs 
of flowers and vegeta-

bles. In fact, they may 
benefit these plants 
by feeding on grubs 
and worms that can 
damage them,” said 
Armstrong. “However, 
the tunneling activities 
of moles may disfigure 
lawns and gardens.”

There are several 
options for homeown-

ers to use to control 
digging animals.

Putting a fence 
around your home is 
a cost effective way 

that can keep out pests. 
Mesh fencing is the 
best option for home-

owners. If the mesh 
does not work, adding 
chicken wire around 
the fence will pro-

vide more deterrence. 
Any fencing used to 
exclude digging or 
burrowing animals 
should be buried at 
least 10 inches into the 

ground to discourage 
the animal from dig-

ging under the fence. 
This will make it near 
impossible for animals 

to get through.
Sometimes home-

owners must use lethal 
traps and measures on 
some animals such as 
armadillos and moles.

“Homeowners can 

trap armadillos using 

a cage and a barrier of 
boards to help guide 
them into the mouth of 
the trap,” said Arm-

strong. “Once trapped, 
armadillos should be 
humanely euthanized. 
Because they are an 
invasive species and 
should not be relo-

cated, they should be 
dispatched.”

Armstrong said 

that the best solution 
for controlling moles 
is by using lethal traps.

“There are several 
lethal traps that can 

be used to eliminate 
moles,” said Arm-

strong. “You can find 
many of these traps 

online or at a local out-
doors store.”

Armadillos dig with the intention of looking for insects to eat or creating a place 
to hide from predators. This can be destructive to yards and a dangerous inconve-
nience to homeowners.



Two or three 

well-managed plants 

for each member of 

the family will usual-

ly provide plenty of 

fresh, vine-ripened 

tomatoes from about 

late spring until the 

first frost in the fall. A 
small backyard tomato 

project can provide 

outside recreation for 

the entire family, and 

tomatoes are especial-

ly well adapted for 

4-H Club and science 

projects, as well as for 

urban backyard garden 

projects.
Set plants in the 

sun. Select a spot in 
an open area where 

the plants will be in 

full sunlight most of 

the day (6 to 8 hours 

minimum). Also, for 
convenience, try to 

locate plants near the 

house and a water 

supply. However, if 
you have a choice of 

planting sites, select 

the spot in full sun 

rather than in more 

convenient locations 

that are partially shad-

ed. Plant growth and 
development are more 

vigorous and disease 

control much easier on 

a plant growing in full 

sunlight.
Proper fertilization 

and good soil prepara-

tion are the first steps 
in successful tomato 

production. For indi-
vidual plants, dig a 

hole 2 feet wide and 

12 inches deep. Save 
the topsoil that was 

removed from the hole 

and use it in the grow-

ing medium for refill-
ing the hole. Mix two 
to three parts of the 

topsoil and one part of 

well-decomposed ma-

nure or compost; add 

fertilizer according to 
soil test recommenda-

tions. Thoroughly mix 
these ingredients to 

make a uniform grow-

ing medium. If poultry 
manure is used, add 

one part of manure 

to three or four parts 

of soil to reduce the 

possibility of injury to 

the plants.
Hundreds of toma-

to varieties are avail-

able to home garden-

ers, but many of these 

have not been tested 

under local conditions 

or have performed 

poorly. Choose variet-
ies that have produced 

well in tests and have 

been placed on the 

recommended list for 

Alabama. Try other 
varieties, but on a lim-

ited basis at first.
The more com-

mon insect pests of 

tomatoes include 

fruitworms and horn-

worms, aphids, white-

flies and stinkbugs. 
Tomato fruitworms 

and hornworms may 

be controlled by sprays 

of Bacillus thuringien-

sis (Dipel, Thuricide, 

others) beginning just 

after eggs hatch when 

caterpillars are still 

small. Insecticidal 
soaps are effective for 

control of aphids and 

whiteflies if sprays are 
directed to the upper 

and lower leaf surfac-

es. Stinkbugs may be 
controlled, but weekly 

sprays may be neces-

sary for control.
Disease control 

in the home garden 

begins by planting dis-

ease-resistant tomato 

varieties in well-pre-

pared, properly fer-

tilized soil. Disease 
development is fa-

vored by wet, humid 

conditions, so keep 

foliage dry by water-

ing in the morning and 

using drip irrigation. 
When using overhead 

irrigation, watering 

deeply once or twice 

a week is better than 

shallow, frequent wa-

tering. Stake and prune 
plants to increase air 

circulation within the 

canopy.
Scout your plants 

often to detect and 

then identify any 

potential diseases. If 
you find a disease and 
there is a fungicide 

labeled, it is important 

to completely cover 

the foliage to con-

trol diseases. Multi-
ple applications are 

generally required to 

control most diseases. 
Poor disease control 
is probably respon-

sible for more loss 

in tomato production 

than all other causes 

combined.
The approach giv-

en here is not the only 

way to grow backyard 

tomatoes successfully. 
As you gain expe-

rience and develop 

confidence, you will 
develop your own sys-

tem. It is not unusual 
for growers to agree in 

principle on steps for 

tomato production yet 

have widely divergent 

views on specific pro-

duction practices.

•Bonnie Spring Garden
  Plants & Bedding
  Flowers
•Herb Plants
•Package Seeds
•Gardening Tools

LINCOLN
Hardware & SuppLy

See us for all your home 
improvement needs!

WE RENT EQUIPMENT!

From Bobcats to Mini Excavators, 
Tools, Ditchwinches, Generators 

& much more!

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7 am - 5 pm; Sat. 7 am - 2 pm

It’s Time To Get Your Home & Garden 
Ready For Spring!

And We Have Everything 
You Need!

77 Magnolia St. South  •  Lincoln
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205-763-7660

•Gloves
•Fertilizers
•Bark
•Orca Cooler
  Dealer

Let Us Make Your Home Beautiful

FREE ESTIMATES

256.378.0606 • 256.510.2446

34470 Hwy. 280 - Childersburg

Come See Us At Our New Location
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Collector’s Showcase

NEW SHIPMENT OF 
POTTERY 

AND WROUGHT IRON 

in addition to our wooden chairs, swings and 
arbors, yard art, fairy garden supplies and an 

array of rare perennial and annual fl owers.

Frank and Diane Seals

Open Mon.-Sat. 

10:00 a.m.-6:00 p. m.

Spring 
Flowers
Arriving 
Soon!

4504 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City, Alabama 35125

205.338.0855
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om damaging pests Backyard tomato production:

What first-time gardeners need to know

PORTER & PORTER, CO.

256.362.4194
www.porterandportercompany.com

START PACKING WHEN YOU 
LIST WITH PORTER

Need to Buy or Sell?

209 North St. W., Talladega

Call A Member of Our Team Today 

Established in 1950

•Joe Porter  •Donna Roberts   •Dayna Layfield  
•Ruth Helen Deese  •Danny Blackstone 
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Bart Perry, Agent
1000 Forrest Lane, Suite 1
Pell City, Alabama 35128

205-525-0726
www.bartperry.com

I’m ready to help.

Let em show you how combing home and auto policies 

can really add up.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.™

CALL ME TODAY.

Car
+ Home

SAVINGS
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By Joe Kemble

Special to The Daily Home



000268021r1

8B Wednesday, April 3, 2019 The Daily HomeHome & Garden


