
 



Page 2 Weekend Edition, August 29-30, 2020 The Anniston Star   2020 READER’S CHOICE AWARDS

 

Every year since we began our Reader’s Choice awards in 2010, it’s gotten bigger and better, and this year 
proved no different. With more than 35,000 submissions, our readers voted for their favorite plumbers, 
doctors, nurses and of course, where to get the best barbecue. We thank our readers for their continued 

support of this annual publication and look forward to seeing it grow even more next year.
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ASSISTED LIVING
1st place - NHC Place
Autumn Cove
Piedmont Health Care Center
McClellan Assisted Living
Duggar Mountain Assisted Living

INDEPENDENT LIVING
1st place - NHC Place
Autumn Cove
Legacy Village
McClellan Senior Living
Casey Estates

NURSING HOME
1st place - NHC Health Care
Cleburne County Nursing Home
Piedmont Health Care Center
Jacksonville Health & Rehab
Diversicare

CHIROPRACTOR
1st place - Tony Bolton
Patrick Harrison
Chris Law
Kelle Edwards
Ryan Parrish

DENTIST
1st place - Travis Phillips
John Flannagan
David Cummings
Bruce Cunningham
Kellen Spivey

DOCTOR / PHYSICIAN
1st place - Edwin Keel
David Chalk
Duane D. Tippets
Vance Moore
Gordon Hardy

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
1st place - Chrissy Baird (Anniston Orthopedic 
Associates)
Kirstin Steward (Cancer Care Center of Anniston)
Kayla Bridges (Oxford Primary Care)
Renee Gray (Dr. Reddy’s Office)
Destiny Wilkerson (Purohit Pediatrics)

EMERGENCY CARE FACILITY
1st place - Keel & Associates
CARES (Anniston)
CARES (Oxford)
Southern Immediate Care
Regional Medical Center

EYE CARE PROFESSIONAL
1st place - David Chandler
Rob Svensen
Darlene Harris
Robert Ellis
Gary Murrell

Deficiency Free Five Star Facility 

122 Brockford Road, Heflin, AL  36264 • (256)463-2121

Cleburne County Nursing Home 
one of the BEST in the 
Calhoun County area!

Cleburne County Nursing Home

Th ank You for Voting
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THANK YOU
CALHOUN COUNTY

FOR VOTING US

#1
FLOORING STORE!
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1
Voted

BEST
DAY
SPA
3 YEARS IN A ROW

Voted � ank 
you to our 
friends & 
customers 
who voted 

for us!

3341 Henry Rd, Anniston • 256.676.8982  
Mon-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sun. 12 noon-5 p.m.

FITNESS / HEALTH CLUB
1st place - Oxford Taekwondo 
(Smith’s Martial Arts)
YMCA of Calhoun County
Club One Fitness
Stoked Crossfit
Model City Crossfit

HOME HEALTH 
AGENCY
1st place - Encompass
Amedisys
Kindred at Home
ProHealth Home Health & Hospice

PEDIATRICIAN
1st place - Jose Caballero
Chase Thomas
Lewis Doggett
Andrea Branch
Elizabeth Patrenos

MASSAGE THERAPIST
1st place - Katie Beecham 
(Anniston Orthopedics)
Kasey Timmons (A Touch of Grace 
Day Spa)
Amy Leahey (Oxford)
Alysha Gilfus (All about You)
Susan Castleberry (Creations 
Salon)

MEDICAL LABORATORY 
SERVICE
1st place - LabCorp (Anniston)
The Surgery Center
Oxford Primary Care & Weight Loss
Regional Medical Center
LabCorp (Oxford)

PARAMEDIC / EMT
1st place - Evie Waddell (Anniston 
EMT)

Randy Garner (Piedmont Rescue)
Bruce Rollins (Oxford EMT)
Austin Key (Anniston Fire)
Darby Heard (Oxford EMS)

PHARMACIST
1st place - Johnnie Ellis (Downey 
Drug)
Paul Graham (Downey Drug)
Dana Collier (Downey Drug)
Stephen Craig (CVS Oxford)
Kai Martin (Martin’s Pharmacy)

WEIGHT LOSS SERVICE
1st place - Oxford Primary Care & 
Weight Loss Center
Stoked Crossfit
Anniston Weight Loss
Weight Watchers (Parker Memorial 
Baptist Church)

PHYSICAL THERAPIST
1st place - Melissa Tippets 
(Anniston Orthopedics)
Ryan Huff (ATI Physical Therapy)
Doug Strautman (CORE 
Orthopedics)
Katherine Davidson (NHC)
Joseph Mogill (ATI Physical 
Therapy)

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
ASSISTANT
1st place - Jeremy Forrest (Anniston 
Orthopedic)
Daniel Clonts
Mindy Pettus (ATI)
Vickie Smith (Anniston Orthopedic)
Halley Power (CORE Orthopedics)
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BY BEN NUNNALLY
bnunnallystar@gmail.com

There are five tenets that 
students learn at Oxford Tae-
kwondo, and any one of them 
is worth knowing. 

Chad Smith, instructor 
and co-owner of the Barry 
Street martial arts studio, 
opens many of the school’s 
events and tournaments by 
quizzing students about the 
tenets: Courtesy, integrity, 
perseverance, self control 
and indomitable spirit. The 
youngest students, not even 
out of third grade, giggle as 
they try to remember what 
each tenet means. The older 
students explain the value 
of each, something Smith 
said they learn to do in and 
around lessons filled with 
kicks and combinations. 
There’s something about the 
activity and unity with other 
students that grabs kids, 
Smith explained. 

“A lot of kids come in 
because mom and dad want 
them exercising and out 
from in front of the TV, but 
they’re not interested in stick 
and ball sports,” Smith said. 
“Then they come in and they 
try it and they fall in love with 
it.”

Smith runs the Oxford 
studio, while his wife, Paula, 
runs a sister location in Hef-
lin. Chad said the two loca-
tions are one school, and 
both studios operate under 
the Smith’s Martial Arts ban-
ner. 

Taekwondo runs in the 
family; Paula began taking 
instruction when she was 
13, and became an instruc-
tor by her senior year of high 
school. She stepped away 
from martial arts when she 
sent to college, and later met 
Chad while the two worked 
— of all places — in hospital-

ity for NASCAR in North Car-
olina. She taught taekwondo 
to Chad and their children. 
Paula brought the family 
to Calhoun County in 2009 
and she was teaching again 
by 2010, she said, after years 
away from regular practice. 
Fortunately, taekwondo isn’t 
a “use it or lose it” skill. 

“It’s like riding a bike; a 
little wobbly at first, but you 
can get back on the bike and 
ride it,” Paula said. “We’re 
training our muscles to feel 
a certain way, and muscle 
memory kicked back in.” 

The schools host a vari-
ety of clients, ranging from 
children as young as 4 — in 
Little Dragons classes, along 
with 5-year-olds — to teens, 
adults and the elderly, with 
one student over the age of 
70. 

“They see the benefit of 
the exercise more,” Chad 
said. “For every student, it’s a 
personal journey.” 

Both of the Smiths said 
the family atmosphere at 
their studios might be why 
Oxford Taekwondo was 
recognized by readers in 
this year’s Reader’s Choice 
Awards. Though COVID-19 
kept students from learn-
ing together in-person, the 
Smiths orchestrated remote 
lessons through online meet-
ing software — in groups for 
the younger students, with a 
focus on cardio and combi-
nations of techniques, and 
one-on-one sessions for 
older students — along with 
activities such as scavenger 
hunts and hangouts. 

“I found out our students 
really do support us and have 
our backs,” Paula said. “They 
participated any way they 
could for a long time. They 
didn’t want to sit around at 
home.”

Oxford Taekwondo shows students 
the benefits of exercise

Trent Penny/The Anniston Star

Chad Smith works with his students at Oxford Taekwondo, which won favorite Fitness Club in the 
Reader’s Choice Awards.

FIRST PLACE FITNESS / HEALTH CLUB



The Anniston Star   Weekend Edition, August 29-30, 2020, Page 92020 READER’S CHOICE AWARDS

The City of Oxford wants to say 
Calhoun County for voting Us your #1 choice for…

OXFORDFEST

OXFORD CITY SCHOOLS

OXFORD LAKE

CHOCCOLOCCO PARKCIDER RIDGEJOSH MCKENZIE ASHLEY WILSON

BILL PARTRIDGESHERWOOD FOREST OPAC

#1 Best Place For Live Music: OXFORD PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
#1 Best Public Official: CHIEF BILL PARTRIDGE, OXFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT
#1 Best Police Officer: JOSH MCKENZIE,  OXFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT
#1 Best Community Event: OXFORDFEST
#1 Best Public School: OXFORD CITY SCHOOLS
#1 Best Public School Teacher: ASHLEY WILSON; OXFORD CITY SCHOOLS
#1 Best Golf Course: CIDER RIDGE GOLF CLUB
#1 Best Park: CHOCCOLOCCO PARK #1, OXFORD LAKE #2
#1 Best Neighborhood: SHERWOOD FOREST #1, CIDER RIDGE #3

Thank You 
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JOHNNIE ELLIS (right). 
DOWNEY DRUG

FIRST PLACE  PHARMACIST FIRST PLACE MEDICAL LABORATORY SERVICE

LABCORP

TRAVIS PHILLIPS

FIRST PLACE  DENTIST FIRST PLACE WEIGHT LOSS SERVICE

OXFORD PRIMARY CARE 
& WEIGHT LOSS CENTER
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Reader’s 
Choice

256-231-5600 • 215 EAST H STREET • ANNISTON 
WWW.SHOPFLOORSTOGO.COM

FOR 
VOTING US

One of the Best Flooring Stores 

Your Hometown Flooring Center

Thank Y
ou Calhoun County
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2580 US-78, Anniston, AL 36207
(256) 831-5300

THANK YOU!
#1 Best New Car Dealership Sunny King Honda
#3 Best New Car Dealership Sunny King Toyota
#1 Best Automotive Salesperson Carl Wilson Sunny King Ford
#2 Best Automotive Salesperson Rob Jones Sunny King Toyota
#3 Best Automotive Salesperson Randall Doss Sunny King Honda
#2 Best Automotive Supplier Sunny King Toyota
#3 Best Automotive Supplier Sunny King Honda
#2 Best Oil Change Sunny King Toyota

FOR VOTING FOR THE 
SUNNY KING DEALERSHIPS 
AS YOUR READER’S CHOICE!

We are proud to continue the legacy of providing excellent 
sales and service to our community for over 98 years.

wwwsunnyking.com

00
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DAY SPA
1st place - Golden Springs Nails
A Touch of Grace Day Spa
Prestige Medical Spa
Enchanted Nail Boutique
Spa Bleu

BARBER SHOP
1st place - Envy Salon

Jack’s Barber Shop
Cuts N Curls
Aletha’s Barber Shop
Mai’s Barber Shop

BEAUTY SHOP
1st place - Envy Salon
Creations Salon
All About You

The Loft
Salon Alon

TATTOO SHOP
1st place - Tat2Tyme
Artistic Addictions
Infinity ink
Skin Deep
Wicked Game

BY ASHLEY PHILLIPS
Star Staff Writer

On a recent Tuesday afternoon, Niky 
VanHatten opened the door to Envy 
Salon in Jacksonville to a client waiting 
on her porch steps. 

VanHatten asks her customers to 
wait in their cars once they arrive for 
their appointment due to state guide-
lines for COVID-19. That doesn’t dis-
suade the community from waiting 
all the same, as the salon is unlike any 
other in Calhoun County. 

The vibe in Envy isn’t one typically 
seen in full-service salons. Road signs 
and traffic lights, not photos of hair, 
adorn the walls, and ’90s R&B streams 
through the salon’s speakers. 

The clients don’t come for the music 
or funky decor, though; they come for 
the friendly warmth and talent Envy 
offers. Readers of The Anniston Star 
recently chose Envy as their favorite 
beauty shop and favorite barber shop.

Asked what she believed her cus-
tomers liked about her business, Van-
Hatten said she thought her customers 
gravitated toward the interaction they 
received at her salon.

 “Whenever you come in the salon, 
we treat you like you’re part of the fami-
ly,” VanHatten said. “It doesn’t matter to 
us any status. We’re gonna treat you like 
we’ve seen you all of our lives.”

VanHatten has been a stylist for 18 
years and had worked in the salon her-
self prior to taking ownership in 2012. 
Nestled just off of Pelham Road in Jack-
sonville, the salon itself received her 
personal touch as she remodeled and 
redesigned it and renamed it Envy. 

VanHatten said her clients are 
diverse in age from the first haircuts to 
their last. To ready her staff for that kind 
of responsibility, VanHatten doesn’t 
just take stylists right out of school and 
throw them to the wolves. 

According to Envy stylists Faith 
Batchelor and Kelsee Detton, Envy pro-
vides training that cosmetologists can’t 
get from most employers. Many stylists, 
like Detton, had only worked with man-
ikins and had not had much training 
before working with real clients.

Batchelor and Detton said to work 
there, stylists must complete a trial 
period during which they assist another 
stylist — typically six to eight weeks. 

“She teaches you everything,” Batch-
elor said. “Hair cutting, colors, she 
doesn’t let you out from under her 
wing.”

Batchelor said her experience at 
Envy has surpassed the relationship 
between boss and employee.

“She’s your boss, your teacher, your 
friend, your mom,” Batchelor said, 
“whatever you need in that moment she 
does that.”

At Envy Salon in Jacksonville, customers 
are treated like part of the family 

Ashley Phillips/The Anniston Star

The stylists at Envy Salon in Jacksonville, the Reader’s Choice winner of favorite 
beauty shop and barber shop.

FIRST PLACE BEAUTY SHOP AND BARBER SHOP



Page 14 Weekend Edition, August 29-30, 2020 The Anniston Star   2020 READER’S CHOICE AWARDS

The Children’s Place is a 
ministry of Anniston First UMC 
Located at 1400 Noble Street 

Anniston, AL

A Daycare 
Environment 

For Working Parents.

7:30 AM - 3:00 PM DAILY
part time options available for blended schedules

OPEN TO SCHOOL-AGED STUDENTS

• Smaller SAFER Environment
• FREQUENT Cleaning
• Socialization
• Hot Lunches
• Outdoor Play 
• Daily Enrichment of: Art, Music, Drama, & Chapel 

• *Students are responsible for bringing their own devices and
virtual curriculum provided by their schools.

• Ideal For Working Parents
• Part-time & Full-time options
• HEPA Filtration System in each class
• Newly renovated rooms

Safest Virtual School Option

We Still Have 
Availability! 

We Still Have 
Availability! 

The Children’s Place is a comprehensive Child Care Ministry of 
Anniston First United Methodist Church

We accept children 6 weeks through 5-year kindergarten
to nurture and teach them about God’s love.

• New Camera System with audio in each class 
• Under New Management 
• HEPA Filtration System in each class
• Newly renovated rooms 
• Part-time & Full-time options
• Indoor and outdoor play
• Hot, nutritionally balanced lunch provided each day.

CALL US TODAY FOR AVAILABILITY!  256-236-6633
*A lead facilitator & aide will be available to oversee each child’s progression.

For more information contact 
Riliegh Martin 
TCP@annistonfirst.info or (256) 236-6633

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell 
you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  And he took the 

children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.” 
Mark 10:13 -15

Located at: 1400 Noble Street, Anniston, AL

Located at: 1400 Noble Street, Anniston, AL

 

Riliegh Martin
TCP Director 

For more information please contact: 
Emmalie Whitney
childrensdirector@annistonfirst.info or 256-499-1282

Emmalie Whitney
Anniston First UMC
Children’s Director 

BUILDING SUPPLY
1st place - Oxford Lumber / Ace Hardware
Jacksonville Home Center
Webb Concrete
Warren’s Hardware
Winsupply of Anniston

CARPET / FLOORING DEALER
1st place - Ted’s Abbey Carpet & Flooring
Floors To Go
Jacksonville Discount Carpet & Flooring
Oxford Carpet
Advanced Carpet

FURNITURE STORE
1st place - Midtown Outlet
Furniture Outlet
Kolectic Treasures Antique Market
Room By Room
Pope’s Furniture

NURSERY
1st place - Oxford Lumber / Ace Hardware
Blooming Miracles
Downing and Sons
J & M Plants
Garrett’s Greenhouse

HOME RENTAL AGENCY
1st place - King Property Management
J Brittain Associates
Harris - McKay Realty
Good Faith Property Management
Freedom Realty

HEATING / AIR CONDITIONING
1st place - Mizzell Heat & Air Conditioning
Dunn’s Heating, Cooling & Plumbing
Bolton Service
Mr. Refrigeration
Armstrong Heating & Cooling

PEST CONTROL
1st place - Oxford Pest Control
Monday’s Pest Control
Rice Pest Control
Norris Pest Control
Reid Pest Control

PLUMBING SERVICE
1st place - Dunn’s Heating, Cooling & Plumbing
Mr. Dan’s Plumbing
Preston Plumbing
Perez Plumbing
Barrett Plumbing

ELECTRICIAN/ELECTRICAL 
SERVICE
1st place - J & J Electric
Beecham Electric
Acker Electric
Christian Electric
David Bannister
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#1
Bolton Chiropractic
Dr. Tony Bolton & Dr. Chris Law

1401 Hilyer-Robinson Pkwy Anniston

(256) 835-3511
www.boltonchiro.com

From all of us at Bolton Chiropractic, Thank you 
for voting us #1 for the fourth year in a row!

www.cootersribs.com
256-435-1514 
Jacksonville, AL

Thank you, 
Calhoun County for voting 
Cooter Brown’s Ribs #1 

SEVEN YEARS IN A ROW!

Bring in this ad 
for $5 off the 
purchase of 

$30 or more. 
Expires 9/30/20

HANDYMAN
1st place - Marcus Strickland
Bobby Tittle
Rick Stover
Danny Kellner
New Looks Painting

MATTRESS DEALER
1st place - Mattress Max
Midtown Outlet
Bedzzz Express
Furniture Outlet
Mattress & Spring

REAL ESTATE 
COMPANY
1st place - Keller Williams
ERA King
Century 21 Harris McKay Realty
Good Faith Realty
Small Town Realty

REALTOR
1st place - Amber Cotton 
(Keller Williams)
Hunter Cain (ERA King)
Annette Maddox (Keller 
Williams)
Chris Bobo (Keller Williams)
Stephanie Haynes (ERA King)
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Jumbo Buffalo Wings 
Sub Sandwiches Tender Dinners  

Salads • Appetizers 
Side Orders • Desserts  

Combo Meals

256-435-1818 • 401 Pelham Rd. S., Jacksonville, Al  36265 • Pick-Up or Delivery
HOURS: SUN-THUR 10:30AM TO 11:00PM, FRI & SAT 10:30AM TO 12:00AM

Thanks for voting us

#1Chicken 
Wings!

BY ASHLEY PHILLIPS
Star Staff Writer

John Payne and his wife, 
Stephanie, sat in their quiet office 
at J&J Electric on a recent Thurs-
day afternoon, their dog Gracie 
guarding the door.

It’s a family-run business, with 
words from his late father painted 
the wall close to Payne’s desk. The 
couple were by themselves on 
this day, their employees being 
generally out of the office on job 
sites. They’re a clean-cut, honest 
and hard-working crew, accord-
ing to Payne, offering his belief 
that they’re why his customers 
voted for his business to win the 
2020 Reader’s Choice Award in 
the Electrician/Electrical service 
category. 

“They are really a great group 
of people,” Payne said. “And 
many customers ask for them by 
name to return on another job 
months later.” 

The firm’s sense of partnership 
with its fellow neighbors that has 
kept J&J Electric in the public’s 
favor, Payne suggested. He and 
his wife have always given back to 
their community wherever possi-
ble, he said.

When a tornado devastated 
the community of Jacksonville 
2018 and most of its residents 

were without power, J&J Electric 
was there from sun up until the 
late hours of the evening helping 

restore power to the homes — 
sometimes not knowing whether 
they would be paid for their ser-

vices at all.
“It wasn’t that it was a big 

money-maker. It was not. We did 
it because we felt obligated to 
help our community,” Stephanie 
Payne said.

Payne said his business does 
everything from “Lightning Bugs 
to Lightning Bolts” — meaning 
he takes on the small and the 
large. His work fluctuates from 
the small electrical tasks around 
a home to the larger contract jobs 
of the Army Depot.

Payne started electrician work 
in the late ’70s at Acker Electric 
after his father introduced him to 
Acker.

“They called him Snake for a 
reason. He was a big huge grow-
ly gravelly bear of a man,” Payne 
said. “He put me the first two 
weeks mid July on a jackhammer 
in FMC parking lot and when we 
got through with that job, he said 
‘you’ll make it.’”

 This is what introduced him 
to the field of electrical work. In 
1993 he applied for his Master 
Electrician license. When Fort 
McClellan closed in 1999, he 
had a substantial list of clients so 
he set out on his own — and J&J 
electric was born.

A sense of partnership with their fellow neighbors 
keeps J&J Electric in the public’s favor

Ashley Phillips/The Anniston Star

John and Stephanie Payne of J&J Electric with their dog, Gracie.

FIRST PLACE ELECTRICIAN/ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Check out the digital edition at www.AnnistonStar.com
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Jumbo Buffalo Wings 
Sub Sandwiches Tender Dinners  

Salads • Appetizers 
Side Orders • Desserts  

Combo Meals

256-435-1818 • 401 Pelham Rd. S., Jacksonville, Al  36265 • Pick-Up or Delivery
HOURS: SUN-THUR 10:30AM TO 11:00PM, FRI & SAT 10:30AM TO 12:00AM

Thanks for voting us

#1Chicken 
Wings!

Voting Us 

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday, 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Service Area:
Anniston & 
the State of Alabama
(256) 237-5177

CALL MY DADDY!
www.jacksonmortgageco.com

In business since 1994, Jackson Mortgage Company, 
Inc. is proud to provide Calhoun County and 
surrounding areas with their mortgage needs.

Jackson Mortgage Company 1119 Leighton Ave., Anniston, AL 36207 • NMLS: 203892 • NMLS: 203855

Voting UsVoting Us
Thank you Calhoun County for

#1 Best Home Mortgage!
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Dining Room
Tuesday-Saturday
11am-9pm

Lunch Specials
Tuesday-Saturday
11am-3pm

CURBSIDE AVAILABLE FOR PICKUP

      FOR ‘BEST STEAKS’!

CALHOUN STEAKHOUSE  813 PELHAM RD S, JACKSONVILLE, AL 36265 • (256) 435-2223

Thank you for voting us 

OXFORD LUMBER / ACE HARDWARE

FIRST PLACE BUILDING SUPPLY AND NURSERY FIRST PLACE REALTOR

AMBER COTTON 
(KELLER WILLIAMS)

KING PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

FIRST PLACE  HOME RENTAL AGENCY FIRST PLACE MATTRESS DEALER

MATTRESS MAX
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Dining Room
Tuesday-Saturday
11am-9pm

Lunch Specials
Tuesday-Saturday
11am-3pm

CURBSIDE AVAILABLE FOR PICKUP

      FOR ‘BEST STEAKS’!

CALHOUN STEAKHOUSE  813 PELHAM RD S, JACKSONVILLE, AL 36265 • (256) 435-2223

Thank you for voting us 

DOWNEY DRUG
2427 Hwy 202

Anniston, AL 36201

256.237.9426

DOWNEY DRUG
658 Valley Cub Drive

Alexandria, AL  36250

256.820.4540

DOWNEY MEDICAL
317 East 10th St

Anniston, AL  36207

256.238.8991

DOWNEY EYE CARE
656 Valley Cub Drive

Alexandria, AL  36250

256.820.5500

PHARMACIST
Paul Graham - Downey Drug

BEST PHARMACIST

#2
PHARMACIST

Downey Drug - Johnnie Ellis
BEST PHARMACIST

#1

DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
Downey Medical  

EYE CARE PROFESSIONAL
Dr. Stephen Downey, OD   

PHARMACIST
Dana Collier - Downey Drug

BEST PHARMACIST

#3

PHARMACIST
Dottie Thornton - Downey Drug

A� �  50 yea�  of s� vice...
Still voted best pharmacists in Calhoun County by YOU!
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J&J ELECTRIC
80 Spring Branch Dr., Suite D

Alexandria, AL 36250

256-453-4255

From Lightning Bugs To Lightning Bolts

Licensed and Insured
John Payne Owner

256-453-4255
jndjelectric@gmail.com

Stephanie Payne
256-453-1428

steph.jandjelectric@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL LIGHTING • COMMERICAL • BUCKET TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL

Thank You 
For Voting Us #1 Choice for 

Best Electrician / Electrical 
Service in Calhoun
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Merrill Lynch is proud to support 
Calhoun County.

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) makes available 
certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided by companies that are affiliates of 
Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, 
Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.

Investment products: Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value
The Bull Symbol is a registered trademark of Bank of America Corporation.
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ in the U.S. CRPC® is a registered service mark of The College for Financial Planning.
© 2020 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | MAP2955741 | AD-07-20-0593 | 470944PM-0320 | 07/2020

Ike Brown, CFP®, CRPC®, CPFA
Senior Vice President  
Associate Resident Director 

256-240-6502 
ike_brown@ml.com

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
701 Quintard Avenue 
Anniston, AL 36201

LOCAL ARTIST
1st place - Brandon Butler
Larry Martin
Patrick Smith
Randy Young
Keith Wahl

LOCAL MUSICIAN / GROUP
1st place - Riley Green
Ex’s and Oh’s
Brandon Butler
The Stone Rollers
The Dirt Road Liars

LOCAL RADIO / TV PERSONALITY
1st place - Steve Stevens
Chris Wright
Jon Holder
Jock Burgess
Tex Carter

PLACE FOR LIVE MUSIC
1st place - Oxford Performing Arts Center
The Peerless Saloon and Grille
Rack & Roll Billiards
Dark Horse Saloon
Shell’s Downtown Bar and Grill

RADIO STATION
1st place - K-98
Thunder 92.7
My 95
Alabama 810
WCKF Alabama 100.7

follow the newsONLINEThe Anniston Star@AnnistonStar AnnistonStar.com
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BY BILL WILSON
wwilson@annistonstar.com

Steve Stevens is radio. Stevens has been 
an on-air personality at 97.9 FM in Oxford 
since 1996 with a booming voice, caring 
heart and a whimsical outlook on life.

Stevens has been the morning DJ since 
2001, something he has always wanted to do 
ever since he began his radio career at age 
14.

“It’s all I’ve ever wanted to do, morning 
radio, because it’s so fun,” Stevens said.

Stevens said his listeners are his life.
“Without the listeners I would not have a 

job,” he said as he twiddle sliders and knobs 
at the control board at the radio station on a 
recent morning.

Stevens can be heard weekday mornings 
on WVOK from 6-9 a.m. during the Steve and 
Julie Show, a show he co-hosts with another 
longtime 97.9 DJ, Julie Daniels. 

Instead of the mindset of “big me, little 
you,” his motto is, “little me, big you,” as he 
credits his longtime listeners for his success.

“Being able to get to know them when I 

first started working here when they were 
younger and now they are all grown up and 
they have kids,” said Stevens, “they’re bring-
ing them to remotes and stuff and it’s a feel-
ing like you can’t describe.” 

Stevens said the relationship he has with 
his listeners is like a family.

“I love it,” said Stevens.
Stevens said the last time he actually cued 

up a vinyl record to play was back in 1995 
and a lot of changes have happened since.

“Everything in the radio business is com-
puterized except for me,” Stevens said.

Besides the huge changes in technolo-
gy Stevens said the music has changed too. 
Having previously worked at a rock station 
before coming to 97.9, Stevens said the 
musical acts today don’t have the longevity 
of acts from years ago.

Steven said he has won the reader’s 
choice designation twice in the past but was 
humbled that he was chosen once again.

One of Steven’s trademark slogans typ-
ically uttered at the end of each broadcast 
sums up Steven’s adoration for his listening 
audience: “Love ya, mean it.”

DJ Steve Stevens lives his dream at WVOK-FM

Bill Wilson/The Anniston Star

Reader’s Choice favorite DJ Steve Stevens at 97.9 WVOK in Oxford.

FIRST PLACE LOCAL RADIO / TV PERSONALITY

“It’s all I’ve ever wanted 
to do, morning radio, 
because it’s so fun.”

— DJ Steve Stevens
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COMMERCIAL PRINTING
1st place - Moore Printing
Freestyle Graphix
Mizzell Marketing & Designs
Busby Mailing & Printing
GY6 Custom Printing

DEPARTMENT STORE
1st place - Martin’s Family Clothing
Alexander’s at Noble
Rosa Lee Boutique
Kolectic Treasures Antique Market
Wakefield’s

DRY CLEANER
1st place - Oxford Cleaners
Smith’s Cleaners
Mike’s Romac Cleaners
Mallory Cleaners
Nu-Kleen

FLORIST
1st place - Valley Florist & Gifts
Miller Florist & Gifts
Pinson’s Florist
Evans Flower Shop
Llyods Florist

FUNERAL HOME
1st place - Miller Funeral Home
KL Brown Memory Chapel
Anniston Memorial Funeral Home
Chapel Hill
Gray Brown Service-Mortuary

GIFT SHOP
1st place - Couch’s Jewelers
Rosa Lee Boutique
Kolectic Treasures Antique Market
Miller Florist & Gifts
Yim Creations

PAWN SHOP
1st place - Mike’s Treasure Chest
B&B Pawn
Wildcat Pawn
Quintard Pawn
144 Pawn

PET / PET GROOMING STORE
1st place - Head to Tail
Scruffy to Fluffy Mobile Grooming
Dog Daze Salon
Groomingdales
Happy Dog Grooming

PHOTOGRAPHER
1st place - Mark Hicks Photography
Kylee Wilson Photography
Susan Weathington Photography
Stefanie McGuffey Photography
Courtney Crenshaw Photography

SPORTING GOODS STORE
1st place - Exile Armory
Wig’s Wheels
Tackle Box
Shotgun Sports
B&S Sporting Goods

TRAVEL AGENCY
1st place - R & R Travel
Southern Belle Travel Company
Magnolia Vacations
Wishes Family Travel
Ships, Trips & More

VETERINARIAN
1st place - William Brom (Greenbrier Animal 
Clinic)
Tracy Whitaker (Rolling Hill Veterinary)
Bill Berry (Berry Animal Clinic)
Tim Lusk (Lusk Animal Clinic)
Eric Clanton (Clanton Animal Hospital)

CONSIGNMENT / THRIFT SHOP
1st place - Center of Hope
Abundance Consignment
New to You
Sonja’s Second Hand Shop
Helping Hands

GUN SHOP
1st place - Exile Armory
Duggar Mountain Fudge and Gun Shop
Shotgun Sports
Wildcat Pawn
Chief Ladiga Trading Post

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING
1st place - Martin’s Family Clothing
Children’s Place
Blessed Mess
Pink Rubies Boutique
BabyBou

JEWELRY STORE
1st place - Couch’s Jewelers
Stinson and Howard
Rosa Lee Boutique
Sisters Treasures
Jewelry Express

WOMEN’S CLOTHING
1st place - Martin’s Family Clothing
Rosa Lee Boutique
Madi Lou’s Boutique
A Dream Boutique
Frey Boutique

MEN’S CLOTHING STORE
1st place - Martin’s Family Clothing
On Time Fashions
Wakefields
CD Cellar
Kolectic Treasures Antique Market

LOCAL BOUTIQUE
1st place - Alexander’s at Noble
Rosa Lee Boutique
Madi Lou’s Boutique
A Dream Boutique
Frey Boutique

SALESPERSON
1st place - Mike Alexander (Alexander’s at 
Noble)
Dara Murphy (Rosa Lee Boutique)
Alexis Johnson (Frey Boutique)
Leigh Ann Parton (Rosa Lee Boutique)
Ashlyn Harrell (Rosa Lee Boutique)
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Because of You!
Best Local Boutique

Alexander’s  @ NOBLE SHOPS

 

Alexander’s  @ NOBLE SHOPS

50% OFF
ENTIRE PURCHASE

# SARAH ASHLEY BOUTIQUE

Aug 24 
thru

Sept 5

#1 Best Salesperson
Mike Alexander

#1

1118 NOBLE STREET

DOWNTOWN 
ANNISTON

WATCH US LIVE 
ON FACEBOOK

Thursday @ 5:00 PM
Monday @ 2:00 PM
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MIKE’S TREASURE CHEST

FIRST PLACE PAWN SHOP FIRST PLACE DRY CLEANER

OXFORD CLEANERS
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BY SCOTT YOUNG
Star Staff Writer

Dr. William Brom, a veterinarian and 
founder of the Greenbrier Animal Clinic 
in Anniston, has been taking care of the 
community’s fur babies for over 38 years 
and he’s seen it all.

“I’ve seen porcupines,” Brom said. 
“I’ve seen skunks. I’ve seen 30-foot boas. 
I’ve seen baboons.”

Many of these animals are brought to 
him by one client in particular, who he 
said does school shows that educate stu-
dents on different types of wild animals.

“You never know what he’s gonna 
bring to you,” he said.

Brom decided in his second year of 
college that he would pursue veterinary 
medicine, so he transferred to Auburn 
University to pursue his undergraduate 
degree in veterinary education in 1980. In 
June 1982, he opened Greenbrier Animal 
Clinic.

Readers of The Anniston Star voted Dr. 

William Brom as their favorite local vet-
erinarian.

When caring for clients, Brom said he 
always encourages his staff to try their 
best to put themselves in that client’s 
position.

“You can buy vaccines at all kinds 
of places,” he said. “You can buy horse 
wormer, cow wormer, dog and cat worm-
er just about anywhere you want to, but 
for them to feel like that we’re trying our 
best to help them as if their pet, their 
patient, their person is important to us as 
it is to them.”

Brom explained that he does his best 
to communicate with each client and that 
he couldn’t do anything without the help 
of his staff. Spending time with clients, he 
said, is important and he wants to make 
sure that they don’t feel like they’re being 
rushed out of the clinic.

“If the folks here don’t treat people 
right, it doesn’t matter what I do,” he said. 
“I have a great bunch of folks around me.”

Dr. William Brom of 
Greenbrier Animal Clinic 
says spending time with 

clients is important

FIRST PLACE VETERINARIAN

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star

Dr. William Brom — voted by Star readers as favorite veterinarian — treats Millie 
at Greenbrier Animal Clinic in Anniston.

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star

Featuring...

► Complete access to 
annistonstar.com, 
dailyhome.com and our 
weekly newspaper websites

► � e e-edition containing a 
digital replica of the print 
newspaper along with 60 
days of archives

► Our Anniston Star and 
Daily Home mobile 
applications, complete 
with push noti� cations on 
breaking news
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SPACE 

FORCE
Prospect of war in space 

getting real; Rogers wants 

one person in charge of it

BY TIM LOCKETTE

tlockette@annistonstar.com

It’s the first day of a war between the 

world’s largest military powers.

From a launch pad somewhere in Asia, a 

rocket rises into the sky. Its 

payload: A robot designed 

to sneak up to a U.S. mil-

itary satellite, grab it and 

steer it off course, knocking 

it out of the fight. Elsewhere 

on Earth, high-powered 

lasers flash into space, try-

ing to blind enemy sensors 

peering down from orbit. 

Generals fret over whether 

to use satellite-killing mis-

siles that could fill orbits with deadly debris.

It sounds like something from a Holly-

wood thriller. But space and defense experts 

say it’s something the world’s most advanced 

spacefaring nations are actually planning 

for. And the Anniston area’s representative 

in Congress is calling for a major reorgani-

zation of defense assets — and possibly even 

the creation of a new branch of the military 

— to get ready for conflict in space.

“In a nutshell, we’re too sluggish to 

respond to the challenges in space,” Rep. 

Mike Rogers, R-Saks, said last week.

‘Being part of history’

Across nation, hundreds of thousands march in protest

Carolyn Cole/Los Angeles Times

ABOVE: Thousands of demonstrators gather Saturday for the Women’s March on Washington ending at the 

White House. BELOW: March participants walk along Hill Street during Saturday’s women’s march from Persh-

ing Square to City Hall in Los Angeles.

Francine Orr/Los Angeles Times

BY SUSAN CHIRA 

AND YAMICHE ALCINDOR 

The New York Times

WASHINGTON — The day 

after what many had assumed 

would be the inauguration of 

the first female president, hun-

dreds of thousands of women 

flooded the streets of cities 

across the country in defiant, 

jubilant rallies against the man 

who defeated her.

Protesters jammed the 

streets near the Capitol for the 

main demonstration; in Chica-

go, the size of a rally so quickly 

outgrew early estimates that 

the march that was to fol-

low was canceled for safety. 

In Manhattan, Fifth Avenue 

became a tide of signs and 

symbolic pink hats, while in 

downtown Los Angeles, even 

before the gathering crowd 

stretched itself out to march, it 

was more than a quarter-mile 

deep on several streets.

The marches were the kick-

off for what their leaders hoped 

could be a sustained campaign 

of protest in a polarized Amer-

ica, riven by an election that 

raised unsettling questions 

about U.S. values, out-of-touch 

elites, and barriers to women’s 

ambitions.

Speakers and marchers 

alike voiced their determina-

tion to protect a wide array of 

rights they believe President 

Donald Trump threatens, and 

that they thought only recently 

were secure.

“Thank you for under-

standing that sometimes we 

must put our bodies where 

our beliefs are,” Gloria Stei-

nem, the feminist icon and an 

honorary chairwoman of the 

march, told the throngs gath-

ered in Washington. “Pressing 

‘send’ is not enough.”

To mobilize a progressive 

movement reeling from Hil-

lary Clinton’s defeat, organiz-

ers deliberately broadened the 

platform beyond long-stand-

ing women’s issues such as 

ROGERS

Please see SPACE | Page 6A

NASA

Cuba, bottom left, is pictured from the 

International Space Station about 250 

miles above the Caribbean Sea in this 

file photo. Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Saks, is 

among those calling for a reorganization 

of defense assets in Earth orbit.

Documents show 

CDP struggled with 

waste-burning system

BY EDDIE BURKHALTER

eburkhalter@annistonstar.com

Workers at the Center for Domestic pre-

paredness in December 2015 incinerated 

thousands of gallons of water flushed from 

bays where deadly warfare agents were used 

knowing the equipment’s monitor wasn’t 

working correctly, according to the agency. 

The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency, which oversees the Center for 

Domestic preparedness, confirmed for The 

Star in a message on Jan. 6 that the CDP shut 

down the incinerator at the Chemical, Ord-

nance, Biological, and Radiological unit, 

known as the COBRA facility, in Anniston on 

Dec. 9, 2015. 

That shutdown followed CDP officials’ 

discovery that workers used the incinerator 

knowing that its carbon monoxide monitor-

ing system was malfunctioning. 

The latest problem at the CDP follow oth-

ers that sent hazardous waste containing 

the toxic metal cadmium to a landfill not 

designed or permitted to handle it, worrying 

Please see CDP | Page 4A

Trump’s 1st full day: War with media

White House attacks news organizations for reporting on crowd sizes

BY GLENN THRUSH 

The New York Times

WASHINGTON — President Donald 

Trump and his staff spent their first full 

day in the White House waging a bitter 

war against the news media over depic-

tions of the crowd at the inauguration 

Friday.
In a pair of angry public appearances 

Saturday, Trump and his White House 

press secretary, Sean Spicer, excoriat-

ed the news media for what they said 

were deliberate efforts to understate the 

number of people who had gathered on 

the National Mall.

Spicer said that Trump had drawn 

“the largest inaugural crowd ever” but 

quickly acknowledged that there were 

“no numbers” to confirm it, noting that 

the Park Service does 

not issue crowd esti-

mates.
The Park Service 

said in 2009 that it 

“ f i r mly”  b el ieve d 

that Barack Obama 

had drawn the larg-

est crowd ever to the 

National Mall. Pho-

tographs of Obama’s 

first inauguration and of Trump’s clear-

ly showed that the crowd Friday was 

significantly smaller.

Earlier Saturday at an appearance 

at the CIA headquarters, Trump said 

the news media had created a mislead-

ing impression about his inauguration 

crowd.
“We had a massive field of peo-

ple — you saw that,” he said. “I get up 

this morning, I turn on one of the net-

works, and they show an empty field. I 

said, ‘Wait a minute, I made a speech, I 

looked out, the field was, it looked like 

a million, million and a half people.’ 

They showed a field where there were 

practically nobody standing there and 

they said, ‘Donald Trump did not draw 

well.’”
Spicer started his first White House 

briefing by accusing news outlets of 

intentionally manipulating photo-

graphs “to minimize the enormous 

support” that Trump had received. He 

suggested that the news media want-

ed to compare the turnout on Friday 

unfavorably with the huge anti-Trump 
 

Please see MARCHES | Page 4A

Please see TRUMP | Page 6A

SPICER

COUNTY 

CROWNS

Oxford boys, Anniston girls win 

Calhoun County hoops tourney
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Prospect of war in space 

getting real; Rogers wants 

one person in charge of it

Across nation, hundreds of thousands march in protest

ABOVE: Thousands of demonstrators gather Saturday for the Women’s March on Washington ending at the 

White House. BELOW: March participants walk along Hill Street during 

ing Square to City Hall in Los Angeles.

ing Square to City Hall in Los Angeles.

Trump’s 1st full day: War with media

► 

waste-burning system

Workers at the Center for Domestic pre-

paredness in December 2015 incinerated 

thousands of gallons of water flushed from 

bays where deadly warfare agents were used 

knowing the equipment’s monitor wasn’t 

working correctly, according to the agency. 

The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency, which oversees the Center for 

Domestic preparedness, confirmed for The 

Star in a message on Jan. 6 that the CDP shut Trump’s 1st full day: War with media

White House attacks news organizations for reporting on crowd sizes

ple — you saw that,” he said. “I get up 

this morning, I turn on one of the net-

works, and they show an empty field. I 

among those calling for a reorganization 

CDP struggled with 

waste-burning system

Workers at the Center for Domestic pre

paredness in December 2015 incinerated 

thousands of gallons of water flushed from 

bays where deadly warfare agents were used 

knowing the equipment’s monitor wasn’t 

Trump’s 1st full day: War with media

White House attacks news organizations for reporting on crowd sizes
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We want to thank our community, clients, friends and family for their 
amazing support and love. Without you, we would not be who and where 
we are. We wouldn’t be eNVy Salon without all of you, from the bottom 
of our hearts - Thank You. 

1520 Pelham Road South
Jacksonville, AL

(Beside Alabama Power)

Call today for your appointment

Envy Salon is an upbeat, trendy, full-service hair salon and barber. 
Follow us on Facebook for monthly specials and events.

We’re Your #1 Salon and Barber Shop
Voted

256.435.9300
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BY BEN NUNNALLY
bnunnallystar@gmail.com

Mark Hicks has been capturing spe-
cial days like weddings, birthdays and 
gatherings in photos since 2016, but this 
year he captured the hearts of Anniston 
Star readers. 

Hicks took top honors as Calhoun 
County’s favorite photographer in the 
Reader’s Choice awards this year, after 
taking a runner-up spot in 2019. Hicks, 
a 36-year-old photographer in Weav-
er, was appreciative of having won the 
award, but even more appreciative that 
people trust him to document their big 
events. 

“I just want to say thank you for 
allowing me to capture your special 
days,” Hicks said. 

He started taking photographs in 
2015, but had been an artist for years 
before that, working in graphic design 
and other creative outlets. His back-
ground let him adjust to editing photos 
quickly, and helped him create his pho-
tographic style, which involves using 
camera flash, even on sunny days, to fill 
in scenes with light. 

“You see so many photos that are 
blown out in white and with no details,” 
Hicks said. “I make my photos pop with 
the flash.” 

In the years since starting his busi-
ness, Hicks has also done commercial 
work, taking photos for various prod-
ucts, and in his spare time he enjoys 
taking landscape shots — waterfalls, 
beaches, sunsets and the Milky Way 
galaxy in time-lapse photos. He keeps a 

portfolio of his work online at markhick-
sphotos.com. 

Here on Earth, he said he believes it’s 
his use of flash, his level of involvement 
and his high-quality work that earned 
him recognition from his clients. 

“I think they feel I’ve captured their 
moments,” Hicks said.

Photographer Mark 
Hicks appreciates those 
who let him document 

their special events

Submitted photo

Mark Hicks, pictured here with his wife, Jannette, started taking photographs 
in 2015, but had been an artist for years before that.

FIRST PLACE PHOTOGRAPHER

“I just want to 
say thank you 

for allowing me 
to capture your 

special days.”
— Mark Hicks, photographer

AnnistonStar.com
Read the digital edition online
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Thank you for voting me; 
Amber Cotton, Realtor 

Keller Williams Realty Group 
your #1 Reader’s Choice for 

Best Realtor in Calhoun County 

1805 A Hillyer Robinson Parkway
Anniston, AL 36207

M: 256-225-1958     O: 256-241-1500

I grew up as a realtor’s kid, tagging along with my mom on listing 
appointments and “helping” her work. I loved getting to explore the 
homes, as well as see my mom in her element.  When starting my 
own career, I began as a secretary for the real estate company 
my mom worked for, and eventually got my own license. Now, 15 
years later, I have built a name for myself in a very competitive 
field. I still enjoy exploring homes, seeing the potential they have, 
and getting a feel for what my clients are looking for. I am so 
thankful for all of my wonderful clients - it is because of them that 
I have been blessed with both this award and a successful 15 
years. 2020 has been a very challenging year to sell homes in the 
middle of a pandemic, but we are strong at getting 99.11% asking 
price for our sellers, an average of 42 days on the market, 98 units 
closed to date, and 18 million in volume of sales.
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NEWLY RENOVATED INSIDE
State of the art sanitizing 

system that kills all germs!

1710 Hillyer Robinson Industrial Parkway
Anniston, AL • (256) 831-8881

Alesia Miller 
Owner

Thank you for Voting us One of the Best!

Kid’s First plans a safe and happy environment where children 
from 4 weeks to 12 years of age receive developmental care during 
the hours of 5:30 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday each 

week. Kid’s First offers breakfast, lunch and snack. We have 
before and after school care.

Now  Accepting Enrollment for our Fall Pre-K Program
Part Time, Full Time and Drop-ins available

Celebrating
our 23rd Year 
in business

Kids First 
Enrichment Center SkinnerBodyShop

24 Hour Wrecker Service
Auto Glass Replacement

We Buy Junk Cars
Jump-Offs

256.831.2860
409 WILLIAMS ST., OXFORD, AL 36203

Thank You Calhoun County 
for Voting Us Your #1 Body Shop!

ATTORNEY
1st place - Justin Wilson
Bill Miller
Wendy Draper
Laura Alexander
Jerry Sills

PUBLIC OFFICIAL
1st place - Bill Partridge
Matthew Wade
Tim Hodges
Wayne Willis
Kim McCarson

CHILD CARE
1st place - The Children’s Place
Kids First Childcare (Anniston)
New Adventures Learning Center
Westwood Wee Care
Home Away From Home

INSURANCE AGENCY
1st place - Reaves Insurance Agency
Model City Insurance
Farmers Insurance - Jarod Mitchell Agency
Insurance Planning Services
Dorman & Reynolds

WAITER / WAITRESS
1st place - Paul Langley (The Peerless)
Demi Peck (Top O’ the River)
Tonya Morphis (Struts Oxford)
Natalie Couch (The Peerless)
Laken Haynes (Logan’s)

COMMUNITY EVENT
1st place - Oxfordfest
Rosa Lee White Bag Christmas Event
Weaver Heritage Day
Noble Street Fest
Boys to Men Male Empowerment Seminar

POLICE OFFICER (NOT ELECTED 
OR APPOINTED)
1st place - Josh McKenzie (Oxford PD)
Michael Webb (Anniston PD)
Patrick Mitchell (Calhoun County)
Jordan Shekels (Calhoun County)
Stephen Garmon (Calhoun County)

BAIL BONDSMAN/BAIL BONDER
1st place - Kenny Bunn Bail Bonds
Steve Williams Bail Bonding
Speedy Bail Bonds
4 Him Bonding
Big Easy Bail Bonding

NEIGHBORHOOD
1st place - Sherwood Forrest (Oxford)
Eagle’s Landing (Jacksonville)
Cider Ridge (Oxford)
Buckhorn (Weaver)
Edgefield Farms (Anniston)
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A Touch Of Grace 
Day Spa

1674 Hillyer Robinson Pkwy.  Oxford, AL

Thankful and Blessed to be 
Voted One of The Best!

Grace Carnes Ogle of A Touch of Grace Day Spa And
Kasey Rae Timmons of Licensed Massage Therapy

Grace (256)283-2890     Kasey (256)591-0275
Call or message us thru Facebook to book your appt.
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SkinnerBodyShop
24 Hour Wrecker Service
Auto Glass Replacement

We Buy Junk Cars
Jump-Offs

256.831.2860
409 WILLIAMS ST., OXFORD, AL 36203

Thank You Calhoun County 
for Voting Us Your #1 Body Shop!

PUBLIC SCHOOL
1st place - Oxford
White Plains
Alexandria
Jacksonville
Weaver

PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER
1st place - Ashley Wilson (Oxford)
Charissa Lambert (Wellborn)
Summer Greenwood (Coldwater)
Tiffany Holliday (AMS)
Ivonne Millirons (CEH)

PRIVATE SCHOOL
1st place - Faith Christian School
Donoho School
Jacksonville Christian Academy
Sacred Heart
Trinity Christian Academy

PRIVATE SCHOOL TEACHER
1st place - Monica Baker (Sacred Heart)
Kristy Stone (Donoho)
Cindy Fair (JCA)
Suzanne Haney (Donoho)
Marie Milner (JCA)

GOLF COURSE
1st place - Cider Ridge
Pine Hill Country Club
Silver Lakes
Anniston Country Club
Cane Creek

PARK
1st place - Choccolocco Park
Oxford Lake
Germania Springs
Weaver Park
Elwell Park

LOCAL TOURIST ATTRACTION
1st place - Cheaha State Park
Anniston Museum of Natural History
Choccolocco Park
Coldwater Mountain Bike Trail
Berman Museum
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BY TIM LOCKETTE
tlockette@annistonstar.com

Justin Wilson says his law partners often 
describe him as their pit bull. 

 “I’ve had judges and colleagues call me 
tenacious,” Wilson said. “I’ve heard opposing 
counsel call me unrelenting.”

 Pit bulls usually don’t win a lot of pop-
ularity contests, but when you’re selecting 
someone to represent you in court, a fight-
er may be what you want. Wilson, a partner 
at the law firm of LaPlante, Merritt, Faulker, 
Wilson and Clay, is the winner of The Annis-
ton Star’s Reader’s Choice award this year.

  Born in Calhoun County, Wilson is an 
Oxford High graduate, and says he’s lived 
in the county for most of his life. That’s not 

counting, of course, the time he spent in 
Auburn getting a bachelor’s degree and Tus-
caloosa getting a law degree. 

 His practice focuses mostly on criminal 
defense and family law cases such as divorce 
and child custody, though he has begun to 
branch out into personal injury cases as well. 

 A young person with a law degree has 
plenty of choices, and Wilson chose to stay 
in his home county. He says staying close 
to family is important to him, and he says 
there’s no want of variety in his work here: 
he’s represented clients accused of every-
thing from speeding to murder. 

 “Every case is different and something 
new to figure out,” he said. “I’m lucky enough 
to go to a job I enjoy every day.”

Local attorney Justin 
Wilson represents all 

kinds of clients

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star

Anniston Star readers voted Justin Wilson for favorite attorney.

The Children’s Place 
still plugging along 
during pandemic

FIRST PLACE ATTORNEY

FIRST PLACE CHILD CARE FACILTY

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star

Riliegh Martin, director of The Children’s Place at the First United Methodist Church 
in Anniston.

BY TIM LOCKETTE
tlockette@annistonstar.com

If you didn’t already know the value 
of good child care, 2020 was the year you 
learned. 

 With schools and many business-
es closed due to the pandemic, many 
grownups were stuck at home for weeks. 
For some, that meant working at home 
while teaching the ABCs on the side. For 
others child care was something they 
had to find before going back to work. 

 Reliable child care is what The Chil-
dren’s Place, the child care ministry of 
First United Methodist Church, has been 
providing for nearly 30 years in the heart 
of downtown Anniston. It’s been picked 
by the Anniston Star’s readers for a Read-

er’s Choice Award. 
 Director Riliegh Martin said there’s 

no particular secret to the day care’s 
popularity, other than providing good 
faith-based learning. 

 “We strive to make a positive atmo-
sphere for all of our children and fami-
lies,” she said. 

 The day care now has 55 children, 
though like all other child care orga-
nizations, it was closed completely for 
weeks during the initial COVID-19 shut 
down. Martin said Children’s Place will 
soon take on more students  — accepting  
school-age kids up to 7th grade. 

 It’s a response, she said, to the fact 
that many kids are no longer in school 
on a full-time schedule.
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Thank you for voting Miller Funeral Home 
   #1 for 11 years in a row!!

Thank you for voting Miller Florist & Gifts one of the best 
choices for flower shop and gift shop, in calhoun county!

• Family owned and operated
• 6 licensed funeral directors
• Largest facility in Calhoun County
• Not only voted #1 but also #1 in technology
• Personal, caring and compassionate service

• Family owned and operated since 1984
• Personal, caring and compassionate service
• Custom designs & one of a kind arrangements available
• Delivery always available

This year marks the Funeral Home’s 50th year and the Flower Shop’s 36th year in business!!

Be Remembered...
Start Your Life Story Today!
https://beremembered.com

Miller Florist & Gifts
38 Hamric Drive East 

Oxford, AL 36203
256.835.0911

50 Hamric Drive East 
Oxford, AL 36203

256.831.4611
www.millerfuneralhomeoxford.com

For the best and freshest flowers in Oxford, Miller 
Florist and Gifts has exactly what you’re looking for! 
Check out our wide selection of flower arrangements to 
make your next occasion memorable.

Miller Funeral Home 
and Crematory
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Thanks for voting 
us #1 for Best Lunch 

& Best Sandwiches!

Bill Wilson/The Anniston Star

Star readers have selected Paul Langley, a part-time 
waiter at the Peerless in Anniston, as favorite waiter. 

BY BILL WILSON
wwilson@annistonstar.com

Paul Langley has been wait-
ing tables part-time at the Peerless 
Saloon & Grill in Anniston for seven 
years and in that time he has gotten to 
know his customers on a first-name 
basis.

“I have a lot of people come in 
here, not just to see me but to eat, I 
can call them by name, I can go table 
to table to table,” said Langley, 52.

“There was a new girl the other 
night and she said, ‘My God, do you 
know everybody that comes in here?’” 
said Langley.

Maybe not, but he knows enough 
of them that it likely contributed to 
Langley’s winning the coveted dis-
tinction of being everyone’s favor-
ite waiter, according to the Reader’s 
Choice awards.

Langley also works at Couch’s Jew-
elry as an office manager but looks 
forward to his hours serving up the 

fine cuisine the Peerless has to offer.
Langley said some of his cus-

tomers’ favorites include tacos and 
shrimp & grits.

“Our tacos are so different from 
everybody else’s because it’s like one 
big taco cut into two and it comes 
with chips and salsa,” said Langley. 
He said a twist to the traditional ingre-
dients to the taco is stuffing them with 
blackened tilapia.

“They love our wings, they love 
our hamburgers, we go to the extra 
effort to make our food extra fresh,” 
Langley said. 

The COVID-19 has affected the 
normal occupancy of the restaurant, 
according to Langley.

“It’s not as crowded, we’re lim-
ited on seating, too, and before the 
pandemic we’d have bands on Friday 
and Saturday night, this place would 
be packed out ... now it’s just a typical 
day,” he said.

A recent state order from the gov-
ernor’s office now prohibits the sale 

of alcoholic beverages after 11 p.m. 
in bars.

“Now everybody goes home early,” 
said Langley. 

It is rumored that a ghost named 
Lucinda resides at the Peerless and 
Langley said he had an encounter 
with it.

“One night we were closed and 
we were rolling silverware. My cousin 
was going to come by here and have 
a drink and I felt something tap me,” 
said Langley.

Langley said he thought it was his 
cousin tapping him, so he didn’t turn 
around.

“There was another server on the 
other side and we were facing one 
another rolling, and I felt it again and 
I thought, ‘I’m just going to pretend I 
don’t feel it,” Langley said.

After feeling the tapping on his 
shoulder a third time he called his 
cousin’s name.

“I turned around and there was 
nobody there,” said Langley.

Paul Langley knows many Peerless customers by name
FIRST PLACE WAITER
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#1

THANK YOU 
CALHOUN COUNTY 

FOR VOTING

Best Attorney 
in Calhoun County!  

1207 Noble Street 
Anniston, AL 36201

Phone: 256-236-7354 • Fax: 256-237-4296
No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than 

the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

Justin C. Wilson

• Personal Injury
• Criminal Defense

• Family & Custody
• Bankruptcy

OXFORDFEST

FIRST PLACE  COMMUNITY EVENT FIRST PLACE LOCAL TOURIST ATTRACTION

CHEAHA STATE PARK
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GROCERY STORE
1st place - Johnson’s Giant Foods
Pic N Save
Dorsey’s
Food Outlet
Edwards Grocery

BUTCHER / MEATS
1st place - Christian Corner Meats
Dorsey’s
Edwards Grocery
Food Outlet
Ohatchee Discount Grocery

PRODUCE
1st place - Pickette’s Produce
Anniston Farmers Market
The Produce Wagon
Foodland
Dorsey’s

BAKERY
1st place - Artisanal Baked Goods
Lickin Good Donuts
Bonnie Ray’s Bakery
Mad Hatter Cupcakes
Foodland

BAR / LOUNGE
1st place - The Peerless Saloon and 
Grille
Heroes
Rack N Roll Billiards
Dark Horse Saloon
Blu’s

BARBECUE
1st place - The Rocket
Dad’s BBQ
Cooter Brown’s Rib Shack
Smoke-N-Hot BBQ
Brad’s BBQ

BREAKFAST
1st place - Lickin’ Good Donuts
Chef T’s
Classic on Noble
Elevated Grounds
Main Street Cafe

BUFFET
1st place - Classic on Noble
Western Sizzlin
M & J’s Country Buffet
China Luck
Li’s Place

CATERING
1st place - Alexander’s the Great 
Event
Classic on Noble
Top O’ the River
The Peerless Saloon and Grille
Hubbard’s Off Main

CATFISH
1st place - Top O’ the River
Brad’s BBQ
Betty’s BBQ
Hubbard’s Off Main
The Peerless Saloon and Grille

CHICKEN WINGS
1st place - Coop de Ville
Struts (Oxford)
Jeffersons (Oxford)
Jeffersons (Jacksonville)
Struts (Jacksonville)

COFFEE SHOP
1st place - Southern Girl Coffee
Dugger Mountain Fudge and 
Coffee Co.
Elevated Grounds
Main Street Cafe
Called Coffee Company

DESSERT
1st place - Bonnie Ray’s Bakery
Mad Hatter Cupcakes
First Class Ice Cream
Dugger Mountain Fudge & Coffee 
Co.
Classic on Noble

FINE DINING
1st place - Classic on Noble
Effina’s

Hubbard’s Off Main
Calhoun Steakhouse
Garfrerick’s

FRIED CHICKEN
1st place - Betty’s BBQ
Johnson’s Giant Foods
Hubbard’s Off Main
Brad’s BBQ
J&E’s Place

HAMBURGER
1st place - The Rocket
Big Daddy’s Cafe
The Peerless Saloon and Grille
Struts (Oxford)
Chef T’s

FROZEN TREAT
1st place - First Class Ice Cream
Tasty Dip
Dugger Mountain Fudge and 
Coffee Co.
Elevated Grounds
She Shed Shaved Ice

PIZZA
1st place - Mata’s Greek Pizza
Cutter’s Pizzeria
First Class Pizza
Effina’s
Pizzeria

LUNCH
1st place - Dad’s BBQ
Rosie’s Gourmet to Go
The Peerless Saloon and Grille
Noble Street Deli
Main Street Cafe

RIBS
1st place - Cooter Brown’s Rib 
Shack
Dad’s BBQ
Smoke-N-Hot BBQ
Brad’s BBQ
Chef T’s

STEAKS
1st place - Calhoun Steakhouse
The Peerless Saloon and Grille
Hubbard’s Off Main
Top O’ the River
Rosie’s Gourmet to Go

SANDWICHES
1st place - Dad’s BBQ
The Peerless Saloon and Grille
Rosie’s Gourmet to Go
Noble Street Deli
Main Street Cafe

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
1st place - Mata’s Greek Pizza
Effina’s (Jacksonville)
Effina’s (Anniston)
Pizzeria
Calhoun Steakhouse

ASIAN RESTAURANT
1st place - Yume
Fuji
Thai One On
Ono Grill
Jasmine’s

MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT
1st place - Los Mexicanos
Margaronas
Baja California
Mexico Lindo
Tacos & Tequila

PLACE FOR A 
ROMANTIC DINNER
1st place - Classic on Noble
Effina’s
Hubbard’s Off Main
Garfrerick’s
The Peerless Saloon and Grille
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1225 Snow St #21, Oxford, AL 36203 • 256-831-5357

2500 US-431, Anniston, AL 36206 • 256-237-5115

Calhoun County When it comes to sleep, 
Mattress Max is honored 
that you think about us!

Thank you for voting us the number one 
mattress dealership in Calhoun County. We are 
so grateful for our customers and outstanding 
employees.

If we can assist you in getting a good night 
sleep, please contact us. Our sleep specialists 
are waiting on you. We are located in Anniston 
and Oxford. If needed, our team will be glad to 
schedule an appointment for you. We can also 
be found on Facebook and our website.
Once again, thank you for voting us number one.

Sincerely, 
Phillip and Cindy Brown

Special THANKS to our SLEEP SPECIALIST 
and INVENTORY CONTROL SPECIALIST
•Steven Cooper •Dennis Palardy •Terri Camp
•Lindsey Busby •Daniel Gaffin
•Keith Mahan •Brandon Mahan

00
02

77
52

2r
1

ThankYou... 

mattressmaxoxford@outlook.com
mattressmaxsax@outlook.com
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BY BEN NUNNALLY
bnunnallystar@gmail.com

There’s hidden history at Calhoun 
Steakhouse in Jacksonville, a bit of restau-
rant memorabilia that’s been in the Kappis 
family for five decades. 

It’s not the same, clever kind of hidden 
as the pig in the restaurant’s logo — look 
again when driving up Pelham Road; 
there’s some pork hidden between the 
sign’s more apparent beef and chicken — 
it’s just waiting for you to ask restaurant 
owner Sokratis Kappis about it. Kappis is 
a second-generation restauranteur; his 
father owned a steak place in Tennessee 

back in the 1970s, the same place Kappis 
got his start in the business. 

Some of that restaurant lives on at Cal-
houn Steakhouse: The tables are from 
there, and so are the lantern sconces that 
flank the doorway into the dining room’s 
second half. 

“It’s all from his old place,” Kappis says, 
standing among the dining room tables 
during a slow moment. 

Kappis opened the steakhouse in 
October, and works there along with his 
son, parents and brother-in-law. Kappis 
has worked in restaurants for years, and 
opened his first restaurant in Columbus, 
Ga., about 20 years ago. He sold steak 

then, too, but also Italian food, a staple set 
of menu items that are part of the Calhoun 
Steakhouse oeuvre, like spaghetti and 
chicken parmesan. 

The obvious items are the ones that 
won Kappis and his steakhouse the award, 
though; ribeyes, sirloins and New York 
strips. The barnyard menagerie on the sign 
isn’t a coincidence, either; “the Calhoun” 
is a dish designed to beat any hunger, with 
beef, pork and chicken stacked togeth-
er beside two sides (or a side and a salad, 
notes Kappis’ son, Takis). Sides include 
homemade favorites like mashed pota-
toes, sweet potato fries and white cheddar 
mac and cheese, among nearly a dozen 

others. 
The comfort food is made to match the 

restaurant’s comfortable vibe, one Kappis 
says is meant to be inviting for families. 

“It’s nice, but it’s not too expensive and 
not too fancy to come into,” Kappis says. 
“You can come in with jeans and you don’t 
feel uncomfortable.” 

Kappis thanked readers who voted for 
the restaurant, and especially loyal cus-
tomers who helped keep Calhoun Steak-
house active during the rough months of 
early 2020. 

“We want to thank them for keeping us 
afloat and in business,” Kappis said. “With-
out them, we couldn’t do it.” 

Calhoun Steakhouse offers patrons 
comfort food and comfortable vibes

Photos by Trent Penny/The Anniston Star

LEFT: Owner Sokratis Kappis and his son, Takis. Calhoun Steakhouse in Jacksonville has won a Reader’s Choice award for favorite steak.

FIRST PLACE STEAKS

For the latest in local news, visit www.AnnistonStar.com
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Thank You for Voting Us #1!   

▶To be greeted and helped

▶To be listened to and valued

▶To get helpful advice from 

knowledgeable sales professionals

▶To be told “yes” because we want to help

▶To get the latest, best quality products 

for your project

▶To get in, get help, and get out with 

convenience

▶To get the most value for your hard 

earned money

At Oxford Lumber stores 
you can expect:

 

1400 Barry Street, Oxford, AL • 256-831-0540 • OPEN: Mon. - Fri. 7am - 6pm., Sat. 7am - 5pm • www.oxfordlumber.com

#1 FOR BUILDING SUPPLIES  

#1 NURSERY

OXFORD LUMBER STORES ARE YOUR LOCALLY OWNED 
HOME FOR THE BEST BRANDS 

Benjamin Moore Paint • Traeger Grills  • Yeti • Craftsman Tools • Weathershield Windows 
• Big Green Egg • EGO Battery Powered Equipment • Simpson Strong Tie • Yellawood Treated 

Wood • Stihl Power Equipment • Milwaukee Tools • Bonnie Plants  • Scott’s Fertilizer
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Thanks for voting us  #1
for Best Pizza & 

Best Italian Restaurant!

1620 Quintard Ave., Anniston

(256) 237-3100
MONDAY-THURSDAY 11AM-9PM
FRIDAY-SATURDAY 11AM-10PM

CLOSED SUNDAY’S

WWW.MATASGREEKPIZZA.COM

DRIVE THRU ONLY
(for now)

SOUTHERN GIRL COFFEE

FIRST PLACE COFFEE SHOP

ARTISANAL BAKED 
GOODS

FIRST PLACE BAKERY



The Anniston Star   Weekend Edition, August 29-30, 2020, Page 392020 READER’S CHOICE AWARDS

Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic School - Anniston

Congratulates 
MONICA BAKER
For placing #1 for ‘Best School Teacher at a Private School’

Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic School is 
located in beautiful McClellan, Alabama. 

Sacred Heart School is a PreK through 
12, college preparatory school, focusing 
on the intellectual, moral, and spiritual 

development of its students.

 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic School • 16 Morton Rd. Anniston, Alabama • (256) 237-4231

COOTER BROWN’S RIB 
SHACK

FIRST PLACE  RIBS

CHRISTIAN CORNER 
MEATS

FIRST PLACE BUTCHER / MEATS
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AODFCU.COM 800-637-0299

THANK YOU, CALHOUN COUNTY
FOR VOTING US THE

 
FOR THE PAST 5 YEARS!

FOR VOTING US

#1 BEST FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

PROUDLY SERVING THIS COMMUNITY FOR OVER 70 YEARS!

ACCOUNTANT
1st place - Randy Lovvorn
Tim Wilson
Adam Morales
David Troup
Jeff Owens

BROKERAGE / 
INVESTMENTS
1st place - Ike Brown
Joe Bynum
Ted Turgeon
Stephen LaFollette
Doug Huie

FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTION
1st place - AOD Federal Credit 
Union
Noble Bank & Trust

Alabama Teachers Credit 
Union
Cheaha Bank
Fort McClellan Credit Union

HOME MORTGAGE
1st place - Jackson Mortgage
AOD Federal Credit Union
NobleBank & Trust
Cheaha Bank
Success Mortgage Partners

FIRST PLACE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

AOD FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
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Alabama’s Oldest Operating Saloon Since 1899

13 and 15 West 10th Street   •  Historic Downtown Anniston   •  peerlesssaloonandgrille.com

Voted 
Best Bar

Voted BEST SERVER 
two years in a row!

Paul Langley

 

AUTO SERVICE
1st place - Brown’s Radiator
Mike’s Tire and Auto
Mark & Barney’s Automotive
Langley Performance
David Vickers Automotive

AUTO SALESPERSON
1st place - Carl Wilson
Rob Jones
Randall Doss
Freddy Striplin
Kevin Dunnaway

BODY SHOP
1st place - Skinner’s Body Shop
Howell Body Shop
Jacksonville Body Shop
Barrett Body Shop
Alabama Body Shop

CAR WASH
1st place - Dirty Dog’s Car Wash
Xtreme Auto Spa
Raindrop Car Wash
Gamecock Auto Spa
Anniston Super Wash

NEW CAR DEALER
1st place - Sunny King Honda
Buster Miles
Sunny King Toyota
Cooper Chevrolet
Benton Nissan

OIL CHANGE
1st place - Mike’s Tire & Auto
Sunny King Toyota
Brannon Automotive
Benton Nissan
Friendship Automotive

TRANSMISSION SHOP
1st place - Mike’s Tire and Auto
Cobb Automotive
Langley Performance
Fred’s Transmission
Cooper Chevrolet

TIRE STORE
1st place - Mike’s Tire and Auto
Grover and Son’s
431 Tire
Advantage Tire
Brooks Tire

USED CAR DEALER
1st place - Buster Miles
Drivers Choice
Lenn Costner Auto Sales
Benton Nissan
Mike Lipscomb Auto Sales

AUTOMOTIVE 
MANUFACTURER/
SUPPLIER
1st place - Buster Miles
Sunny King Toyota
Sunny King Honda
Cooper Chevrolet
Honda Manufacturing
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Thanks for Voting us #1 WEIGHT LOSS SERVICE for the 7th Year 
in a Row in the Reader’s Choice Awards for 2020!!!

Patient Care Services: (include but are not limited to)

Weight Loss Services: 

Primary Care Services: (include but are not limited to) 

• Lab services offered: (We have an  
 in house lab). 
• Blood Glucose Testing
• Hemoglobin A1c testing 
• Cholesterol 
• Comprehensive Metabolic panel 

• Complete Blood Count 
• Strep and Flu Testing
• Sexually Transmitted Infections
• Urinalysis
• Vision Screening
• EKGs, etc. 

• Medication Therapy 
• Nutrition Counseling, 

• Lipotropic “Fat Burner” Injections, 
• Body Fat Analysis 

• Allergies 
• Anxiety 
• Arthritis 
• Bronchitis 
• Cold/Flu 
• COPD 
• Nausea/Vomitting/Diarrhea 
• Abdominal Pain 
• Fever
• Reflux Disease 
• High Blood Pressure 

• Iv Fluid Therapy 
• Diabetes Management 
• Gout 
• Hemorrhoids 
• Skin Tag/Mole/Wart Removal 
• Sinus Problems 
• Sports And Work Physicals 
• Biometric Screenings 
• Urinary Tract Infections 
• B12 Injections 
• Testosterone Therapy

We also help patients that are wanting weight loss surgery to complete 
their pre-surgical insurance requirements. 

Oxford Primary Care & Weight Loss Center
430 Snow Street, Oxford, AL 36203
(256) 832-8802 Fax: (256) 832-8877
Email: oxfordadultcare@gmail.com

www.oxfordprimarycare.com

Expires 9/30/20

Buy 4 Lipoplex
injections

& get 1 FREE
Expires 9/30/20

Initial Weight Loss 
Consulatation + B12 
Injection $59

2020 The
Rocket

The
Rocket

The
Rocket

Th ank You Calhoun CountyTh ank You Calhoun County

256-435-6516 • 1508 Pelham Rd S, Jacksonville, AL 36265

#1 VOTED BEST BBQ

#1 VOTED BEST 
HAMBURGER

The staff and the Marbut Family would like to Thank You for voting for The Rocket in the Anniston Star Readers Choice 
Awards for the BEST HAMBURGER 2020, & BEST BAR B-QUE 2020. Thanks to all of Calhoun County and our hometown 
Jacksonville. WE greatly appreciate your support and the opportunity to provide you with friendly service and quality Food.

BY SCOTT YOUNG
Star Staff Writer

If you ask Martin Emmett what 
the essence of his company is, he’ll 
tell you it’s “giving back.”

Customers who visit Emmett’s 
car wash — Dirty Dog’s Car Wash 
— to get a fresh shine on their vehi-
cle have the opportunity to buy 
a premium wash package called 
“The Helping Heroes,” where 10 
percent of all proceeds are donated 
to local first responders.

Emmett, a native Alabamian, 
has been the managing partner of 
Dirty Dog’s since the company’s 
Oxford location debuted in July 
2019. Only a year later, readers 
of The Anniston Star voted Dirty 
Dog’s Car Wash as their favorite 

local car wash.
“One of the things we did when 

we came up with the initial con-
cept is we built this, not from a car 
wash perspective, but from the 
consumer’s perspective,” Emmett 
said about the architecture of the 
car wash structure itself.

Often, Emmett explained, a car 
wash is built “based on the ego” 
of whoever is building it, who he 
said often wants bells and whistles 
installed.

“That’s not necessarily condu-
cive for what’s gonna work or flow 
well from the customer’s stand-
point,” he said. “So, we built the 
place with the customer in mind.”

Emmett said that the car wash 
includes glass that runs down the 
driver’s side portion of the tun-

nel to “feel more open” and avoid 
the typical dark, damp tunnel that 
some car washes employ.

Emmett noted that he and his 
business partner are “always” at 
the facility.

“We’re always present,” he said. 
“We’re not absentee owners … We 
like to know our customers by their 
first names and engage them and 
welcome them back when we rec-
ognize their vehicles.”

Asked why he believes his busi-
ness was voted as readers’ best car 
wash, he said he believes it’s his 
business’s commitment to excel-
lence and identity as a company of 
giving back.

“That’s just who we are,” he said.

Dirty Dog’s Car Was was built 
with the customer in mind

FIRST PLACE CAR WASH

Trent Penny/The Anniston Star

Dirty Dog’s Car wash in Oxford.
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Thanks for Voting us #1 WEIGHT LOSS SERVICE for the 7th Year 
in a Row in the Reader’s Choice Awards for 2020!!!

Patient Care Services: (include but are not limited to)

Weight Loss Services: 

Primary Care Services: (include but are not limited to) 

• Lab services offered: (We have an  
 in house lab). 
• Blood Glucose Testing
• Hemoglobin A1c testing 
• Cholesterol 
• Comprehensive Metabolic panel 

• Complete Blood Count 
• Strep and Flu Testing
• Sexually Transmitted Infections
• Urinalysis
• Vision Screening
• EKGs, etc. 

• Medication Therapy 
• Nutrition Counseling, 

• Lipotropic “Fat Burner” Injections, 
• Body Fat Analysis 

• Allergies 
• Anxiety 
• Arthritis 
• Bronchitis 
• Cold/Flu 
• COPD 
• Nausea/Vomitting/Diarrhea 
• Abdominal Pain 
• Fever
• Reflux Disease 
• High Blood Pressure 

• Iv Fluid Therapy 
• Diabetes Management 
• Gout 
• Hemorrhoids 
• Skin Tag/Mole/Wart Removal 
• Sinus Problems 
• Sports And Work Physicals 
• Biometric Screenings 
• Urinary Tract Infections 
• B12 Injections 
• Testosterone Therapy

We also help patients that are wanting weight loss surgery to complete 
their pre-surgical insurance requirements. 

Oxford Primary Care & Weight Loss Center
430 Snow Street, Oxford, AL 36203
(256) 832-8802 Fax: (256) 832-8877
Email: oxfordadultcare@gmail.com

www.oxfordprimarycare.com

Expires 9/30/20

Buy 4 Lipoplex
injections

& get 1 FREE
Expires 9/30/20

Initial Weight Loss 
Consulatation + B12 
Injection $59
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#1 Best Local Caterer

Customized to your budget

We Travel Anywhere
We do Complete Decorating, 
Catering & Floral

www.alexandersthegreatevents.com • (256) 831-8050 • AlexandersTheGreatEvents on facebook

Alexander’s  THE GREAT EVENTS

 

PROUDLY SERVING CALHOUN COUNTY

YEARS
THANK
YOU!!

FOR VOTING US
NUMBER 

ONE
IN THE

ANNISTON STAR
READER’S CHOICE AWARDS

NO CARDS...NO LIMITS...NO GIMMICKS...SERVING ETOWAH COUNTY FOR 45 YEARS

1975 2020

ONCE AGAIN THIS YEAR PROVING 
THAT WE ARE FIRST AND FOREMOST 

A PEOPLE COMPANY!

 

Thank You Calhoun County for voting us
BEST OVERALL GROCERY

FOR 
OVER
TWO

Trent Penny/The Anniston Star

A motorist drives their car through the wash bay. Dirty Dog’s Car Wash on US 
Highway 78 in Oxford was voted favorite car wash by Star readers.

Trent Penny/The Anniston Star

A clean car leaves the wash bay. 

“We’re always present. We’re not absentee owners … we like to know our customers by their 
first names and engage them and welcome them back when we recognize their vehicles.”

— Martin Emmett, owner, Dirty Dog’s Car Wash
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 YOUR #1 BEST CHOICE 
FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

THANK YOU FOR VOTING 
KING PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

King Property Management
256-835-5646

1530 Hillyer Robinson Parkway, Anniston, AL 36207

Visit our website today for all of your rental needs!
Kingrentalproperties.com
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Tony Ball to be hired as Talladega City Schools superintendent

Sylacauga’s Alex, 
Elsie Stewart celebrate 
75 years of marriage

Talladega coach Miller’s 
attorney demands apology 

from BOE member 
McGhee or face lawsuit

OLD GLORY

Sylacauga resident raises new American flag just in time for Fourth of July holiday

By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

The Talladega City Board of 
Education voted 4-1 Monday 
to authorize Chairman Jake 
Montgomery and board mem-
ber Chuck Roberts to negoti-
ate a superintendent contract 
with Tony Ball. Board member 
Mary McGhee cast the dissent-
ing vote.

Ball was not present at the 
meeting Monday but said he 
was “excited by the possibili-
ties” in Talladega. “My first 

year teaching was at Talladega 
Preparatory Academy, and my 
first administrative job was at 
B.B. Comer. So I’ve got roots 
here. I really feel like I’ve come 
full circle.

“I truly believe that I can get 
along with absolutely anyone,” 
he added. “And I am ready to do 
that … I said during my inter-
view, and I believe this is true, 
that I need Talladega and that 
Talladega needs me.”

Ball currently works for 

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
The Talladega City Board of Education voted 4-1 to negotiate a contract with Tony Ball to become the new superintendent. See Ball, Page 4A

By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

Talladega High School assistant principal and acting athletic director Chucky Miller has hired an attorney through the Alabama Education Association to address statements made on at least two occasions by Board Member Mary McGhee. 
Attorney Candis McGowan told the board Monday that Miller had been “defamed and slandered” by McGhee as a member and representative of the board in violation of the Students First Act and other state laws. 

McGowan said Miller was asking for a formal apology from the board and a retraction of public statements McGhee had made during one recent board meeting and attempted to make again at another. 
“We intend to move forward on all legal avenues,” she said, “or we will resolve the situation with a lawsuit. Mr. Miller 

40% 20%

Sylacauga resident David Turner hoists his crisp, new American flag at his home just in time for 
the Fourth of July. Turner said he and his wife were discussing replacing their old flag that had 
become faded and torn when, mysteriously, a brand new flag appeared on the porch the next day. 

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home

By DENISE SINCLAIR
Home staff writer

SYLACAUGA — Alex and Elsie Stewart were sitting on their 
SYLACAUGA — Alex and Elsie Stewart were sitting on their 
SYLACAUGA

couch, sometimes holding hands, reminiscing about the first time they met.  
They could be any ordinary couple, but they’re not. The “young at heart” couple celebrated their 75th wedding anniversary Tuesday.

Tucker Webb/The Daily HomeAlex and Elsie Stewart are celebrating 75 years of marriage.

See

See Apology, Page 4A

Beginning today, The Daily Home will temporarily cease printing a Comics page in the daily newspaper until further notice.
Our parent company, Consolidated Publishing, is in negotiation with national content provider King Features, one of the largest comics distributors in the country. The goal is to consolidate our comics service under one contract, instead of having multiple contracts for different comic strips.Additionally, Continental Features, the company that provides the Sunday comics section, announced June 10 it will be going out of business at the end of the year, so our negotiations also seek to include a replacement for that service.We apologize for any inconvenience, but we hope to return soon with a more robust Comics page, with even more strips, including some old classics and some new favorites.Meantime, we thank you for your patience.

Editor’s note: Daily Home 
Comics page is under negotiation
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Tony Ball to be hired as Talladega City Schools superintendent

OLD GLORY

Sylacauga resident raises new American flag just in time for Fourth of July holiday

The Talladega City Board of Education voted 4-1 to negotiate a contract with Tony Ball to become the new superintendent. 

Sylacauga resident David Turner hoists his crisp, new American flag at his home just in time for 
the Fourth of July. Turner said he and his wife were discussing replacing their old flag that had 
become faded and torn when, mysteriously, a brand new flag appeared on the porch the next day. 

Sherry Kughn

The tornado pelted Barnwell’s car with stones, pieces of metal, and broken wood shards. A 2,000-pound 

red cattle feeding bin scrapped the driver side of the car and crushed in the top of the car. “If it had landed 

on the car, it would have killed me,” he said. 

A more powerful newspaper remains Wednesday in Piedmont.
If you subscribe to The Jacksonville News or The Piedmont Jour-nal, your subscription rate will remain until it is time to renew. If you are a double-dipper (subscribe to both Jack-

(subscribe to both Jack-
(subscribe to both Jacksonville and Piedmont) your subscriptions will be combined and you 

will not be billed until both subscriptions have ended.
As you can imagine, the staff and I are excited. Not only 

do we have a chance to make the newspaper stronger and 
better, but we are adding sections of Calhoun County that 
need a voice. Alexandria and White Plains will be a great It is our goal to give northern Calhoun County a prod-

uct it can be proud of reading.

With all that said, let me be blunt.We cannot do this without the help from the people of 
each community. If you have a story idea, if you have an 
engagement, a wedding, a church event, a community 
event, a family reunion – anything that you think will be 
newsworthy – please feel free to contact me (John Alred) 
at 256-235-3531, Margaret Anderson at 256-453-1027 or 
Sherry Kughn at 256-453-3808.For us to succeed we need you to subscribe. You won’t 
regret it. You can do that by calling 256-235-9255 or 256-
235-9253. 

Right now we have a special and I can’t see how you 
can pass this up. The subscription rate is $29 a year, but 
if you call before April 30 you can have two years for the 
price of one.

We also need you to advertise with us. Rates are as 
good as the subscription price. Shannon Martin will be 
glad to talk to you about an ad. Her number is 256-235-
1923.

Let me thank you in advance for your support as we 
begin this venture.

John 
Alred

“I put a lot of preparation into it,” she said. 
“I knew I had won talent and that’s the biggest 
portion of the score. So I knew there was a high 
chance of me at least placing, but I had no idea 
that I would end up winning.”She played the flute, but said it wasn’t your 
classical flute playing because she danced 
while she played “to add some pizzaaz to it,” 
she said, putting a modern twist on her perfor-
mance. That’s what she’ll do in the Miss Ala-

She’s been playing flute since sixth grade. 
Students were given a choice, she said, they 
could play the flute or be a member of the 

“And if anyone knows me, they know I can’t 
sing, so I picked band and went with it from 
there,” the sophomore said.Her major is in psychology. She wants to 
work with those who have special needs or 
are disabled and especially those who have 
autism.

“I didn’t think I wanted to be a teacher, so 
this is a good opportunity for me to work with 
those who have intellectual disabilities,” she 
said. “I want to become a behavioral analysis 
and basically work with those who are autistic.”Reaves is the daughter of Brandy Prichard 

Alexandria native to compete for Miss Alabama

Please see MISS ALABAMA | Page 7A
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DEBRA PRICHARD ENJOYSKEEPING HER GRANDCHILDREN

News Journal
to all of our award winning publications

The tornado pelted Barnwell’s car with stones, pieces of metal, and broken wood shards. A 2,000-pound 

red cattle feeding bin scrapped the driver side of the car and crushed in the top of the car.

on the car, it would have killed me,” he said. 

A more powerful newspaper 

will not be billed until both subscriptions have ended.
As you can imagine, the staff and I are excited. Not only 

do we have a chance to make the newspaper stronger and 
better, but we are adding sections of Calhoun County that 
need a voice. Alexandria and White Plains will be a great 
addition to our product.It is our goal to give northern Calhoun County a prod
uct it can be proud of reading.

John 
Alred

EDITOREDITOR

Lauren Reaves of Alexandria currently has 
two goals. One, her graduation from Jackson-
ville State University, will take her over two 
years to complete. The other is in June when 
she will compete in the Miss Alabama Pageant. 
Reaves was qualified to take part in the state 
pageant when she was named Miss Jackson-
ville State University in January.She said she knew she was competing with 
some of the most amazing girls on campus in 
the pageant and that any one of them would 
do a wonderful job representing the university.

“I put a lot of preparation into it,” she said. 
“I knew I had won talent and that’s the biggest 
portion of the score. So I knew there was a high 
chance of me at least placing, but I had no idea 
that I would end up winning.”She played the flute, but said it wasn’t your 
classical flute playing because she danced 
while she played “to add some pizzaaz to it,” 
she said, putting a modern twist on her perfor
mance. That’s what she’ll do in the Miss Alabama Pageant.

She’s been playing flute since sixth grade. 
Students were given a choice, she said, they 
could play the flute or be a member of the 
choir.

Alexandria native to compete for Miss AlabamaBY MARGARET ANDERSON
News Journal Editor
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Recycling Trash to Treasure

15226 Hwy. 411, Odenville, Al           205.629.2200

14064 Al. Hwy. 75, Remlap, Al           205.681.3355
www.anglerrecycling.com

Angler
Recycling, LLC

Cars•Iron•Copper•Aluminum•Stainless Brass
Electric Motors•Sealed Units
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Inc.
Professional Dry Cleaners and Laundry

37175 US Hwy 231Suite 7  |  Ashville, AL(205) 594-3534
“Your Clothes Best Friend”

Two Day Turn Around

All Work Done On Premises
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CRAWFORD-SKINNERAGENCY, INC.
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PHARMACY

SHELTON FAMILY
ASHVILLE

37177 Hwy 231Ashville, AL
Next to Huddle House (205) 594-3160

 PRIVATE CONSULTATIONS            DRIVE-THRU            IMMUNIZATIONS
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tomer demand through leading-edge manufac-turing processes to meet light-weighting vehi-cles,” President Kiyotaka Kawashima said.Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey tweeted: “My adminis-tration is very focused on economic opportunities for Alabamians; so, this Unipres announcement is great news for our state. I’m pleased to support Steele with a $118,000 Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) grant to prepare the way for this expansion & excited for the new jobs it will provide in Alabama.”St. Clair County Economic Development Council Executive Director Don Smith said the EDC has been working closely with Unipres since it first located in Steele.  

By DAVID ATCHISONTimes staff writerPELL CITY – Street 
PELL CITY – Street 
PELL CITYSuperintendent Greg Gossett reported back to 

Street superintendent serves suspensionAccording to the memorandum, Gossett’s sus
that constituted inappro er conduct by one employ-

Efforts to reach Gossett for comment Friday were 
“Please be advised that any additional credible occurrences of behavior constituting a violation of the aforementioned poli-cies will result in addition-al disciplinary action, up to and including the termina-tion of your employment with the City,” Muenger 

Muenger said last week that the complaint was promptly investigated, and 

appropriate disciplinary action was taken.“The city of Pell City is committed to main-taining a welcoming work environment that is free of improper conduct, and city employees are regu-larly trained on personnel policies and procedures designed to achieve that result,” he said. Gossett was hired in July 2012 after resigning from the City Council the month before. He served as the District 1 repre-

Auto supplierUnipres to add70 jobs in $40Mexpansion

Unipres, Page 8A

See Gossett, Page 8A

Shooting leaveswife dead, husband wounded;

David Atchison/St. Clair Times

A woman was killed and her husband shot at this mobile home June 28.Council asked to help fund road leading to industrial park

By DAVID ATCHISONTimes staff writerPELL CITY -- Officials with the St. Clair 

PELL CITY -- Officials with the St. Clair 

PELL CITYCounty Economic Development Council and the 
Pell City Industrial Development Board asked 
the City Council last week to consider funding a 
portion of a road leading into the newly developed 
Cogswell Industrial Park. Jason Roberts, assistant director for the St. Clair 

County Economic Development Council, told the 
council the 250-foot long concrete road could cost 
up to $440,000. It is only a portion of the entire road into the 
industrial park, according to officials.  Roberts said the portion of the proposed con
crete road will go over three major gas lines, and 
the Industrial Development Board must act while 

By GARY HANNERTimes editor
STEELE – Unipres, an automotive supplier spe-cializing in stamping tech-nologies, plans to invest $40 million in an expan-sion that will create 70 jobs at its Alabama production facility in Steele. The expansion will include adding a new hot stamping process. The proj-ect will enhance production and allow the company to further support supplying quality parts for Nissan Motor Co.’s luxury mid-size vehicles.

In addition, Unipres Alabama has been a Tier One supplier to Honda Manufacturing of Alabama in Lincoln and Honda’s East Liberty Plant in Ohio for many years.“Unipres has found a home in Steele, and this new business investment will help us meet cus-

tomer demand through leading-edge manufacturing processes to meet light-weighting vehicles,” President Kiyotaka Kawashima said.Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey tweeted: “My administration is very focused on economic opportunities for Alabamians; so, this Unipres announcement is great news for our state. I’m pleased to support Steele with a $118,000 Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) grant to prepare the way for this expansion & excited for the new jobs it will provide in Alabama.”St. Clair County Economic Development Council Executive Director Don Smith said the EDC has been working closely with Unipres since it first located in Steele.  

By GARY HANNERTimes Editor

PELL CITY – Mary Hall was crowned Mrs. Alabama 

PELL CITY – Mary Hall was crowned Mrs. Alabama 

PELL CITYAmerica 2018 on June 24. The pageant was at The 

Center for Education and Performing Arts in Pell City. 
Hall competed with married women from across the 

state of Alabama in interview, swimsuit and evening 

gown competitions for the title.Now, Hall gets the opportunity to compete in the 

Mrs. America Pageant on Aug. 25 at the Westgate Hotel 

and Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada. The new Mrs. America 

will then compete in the Mrs. World Pageant.
Hall is originally from Moody and graduated from 

Moody High School in 1995. She is the daughter of Ron 

and Cheryl Whisenhunt and granddaughter of Horace 

and Virginia Wilson, all of Moody.Hall graduated Cum Laude from Mississippi State 

University in 2001 with a B.S. degree in Early Childhood/ 

Elementary Education.In 2010, she graduated from Jacksonville State 

University with a master’s degree in school counseling. 
Hall, 40, is a school counselor at Shelby Elementary 

School and Wilsonville Elementary School in the Shelby 

County School System. She and her husband, Drew, have been married two 

years, and they live in Pelham.Hall said competing in the Mrs. Alabama Pageant is 

something new for her.“I never competed in Miss Alabama,” she said, ‘so this 

is a brand new venture for me. I’m stepping out of my 

Superintendent Greg Gossett reported back to work this week after serving a five-day suspension on a sexual harassment com-plaint.
“… Accordingly, I am imposing a five (5) day suspension without pay for your misconduct,” wrote City Manager Brian Muenger in his interoffice memorandum to Gossett, dated June 19. “You must undergo remedial train-ing regarding appropriate 

Street superintendent serves suspension

Submitted photo
Moody native Mary Hall was recently crowned 

the new Mrs. Alabama. Last year’s Mrs. Alabama 

Brittany Scoggins does the honors.

Greg Gossett
workplace conduct prior to returning to work.”

According to the mem-orandum, Gossett’s sus-pension began Monday, June 25. 
Documents were sought through Alabama’s Public Records Law after alle-gations surfaced Gossett made unwanted advances to a female city employee. The municipality released redacted documents requested Friday. According to the docu-ments, a formal complaint was filed against Gossett on Friday, June 8, alleging behavior “to include ver-bal and physical behaviors” 

that constituted inappro-priate workplace conduct.“Per the City’s Personnel Handbook your admitted behavior constitutes, at a minimum, the following offenses,” Muenger wrote in his memorandum. In his letter, he said Gossett’s behavior violat-ed workplace policy on at least two counts: interfer-ing with the work of oth-ers and offensive personal habits that interfered with efficiency; and “harass-ment (including sexual harassment), discrimina-tion and/or other improp-

er conduct by one employee toward another.”Efforts to reach Gossett for comment Friday were unsuccessful. “Please be advised that any additional credible occurrences of behavior constituting a violation of the aforementioned policies will result in additional disciplinary action, up to and including the termination of your employment with the City,” Muenger wrote.
Muenger said last week that the complaint was promptly investigated, and 

Mary Hall torepresent Alabamain Mrs. AmericaPageant

comfort zone to try something new.”Hall said it will be such an honor to represent the 

beautiful state of Alabama at the Mrs. America Pageant 

in August. 

Auto supplierUnipres to add70 jobs in $40Mexpansion

See Hall, Page 8A

See Unipres
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Chamber will host tomato clinicChamber will host tomato clinic
Mayor swears in new board members

Potential Court nominees have Alabama roots

Sylacauga’s Alex, 
Elsie Stewart celebrate 
75 years of marriage

Talladega coach Miller’s 
attorney demands apology 

from BOE member 
McGhee or face lawsuit

Talladega High School assistant prin-cipal and acting athletic director Chucky Miller has hired an attorney through the Alabama Education Association to address statements made on at least two occasions by Board Member Mary 

Attorney Candis McGowan told the board Monday that Miller had been “defamed and slandered” by McGhee as a member and representative of the board in violation of the Students First Act and 

McGowan said Miller was asking for a formal apology from the board and a retraction of public statements McGhee had made during one recent board 

McGhee

Miller

 — Alex and Elsie Stewart were sitting on their couch, sometimes holding hands, reminiscing about the first 
They could be any ordinary couple, but they’re not. The “young at heart” couple celebrated their 75th wedding anni-

Tucker Webb/The Daily HomeAlex and Elsie Stewart are celebrating 75 years 

See Marriage, Page 4A

Beginning today, The Daily Home will temporarily cease printing a Comics page in the daily newspaper until further 
Our parent company, Consolidated Publishing, is in negoti-ation with national content provider King Features, one of the largest comics distributors in the country. The goal is to consol-idate our comics service under one contract, instead of having 

Additionally, Continental Features, the company that pro-vides the Sunday comics section, announced June 10 it will be going out of business at the end of the year, so our negotiations also seek to include a replacement for that service.We apologize for any inconvenience, but we hope to return soon with a more robust Comics page, with even more strips, including some old classics and some new favorites.Meantime, we thank you for your patience.

Editor’s note: Daily Home 
Comics page is under negotiation
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1,000 STRONG
Volunteers pour into storm-damaged Jacksonville

Trent Penny/The Anniston Star

Friday volunteers helped clear storm debris around east Jacksonville neighborhoods that were hit by a tornado 

on Monday night. SEE MORE PHOTOS ONLINE AT ANNISTONSTAR.COM

Altered call
Churches make adjustments following tornado damage

BY LISA DAVIS

ldavis@annistonstar.com

On any given Sunday at 8:30 a.m., a 

contemporary worship service would be 

held in the McWhorter Activity Center 

at Jacksonville First United Methodist 

Church.
Not this Sunday.

On Tuesday morning, the McWhort-

er center was turned into a distribution 

point for tornado relief supplies. Pallets 

of bottled water are piled against one 

wall, storage boxes against another, with 

tables and tables of cleaning products in 

the middle.
Instead of its usual three services on 

Sunday, the church will gather for a sin-

gle service at 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.

Churchgoers have been asked to 

come dressed in work clothes, so they 

can be deployed to help in the commu-

nity following the service.

“I felt it was a little disingenuous to 

say, ‘We’re doing our regular Sunday 

stuff’ and just ignore this,” senior pastor 

Lyle Holland said Friday afternoon. “A 

number of our folks were affected by the 

storm personally. It felt like this was the 

right time to worship together, then be 

sent out to work.”

Holland also changed his sermon. 

Instead of preaching from the tradition-

al Bible passage used on Palm Sunday, 

Holland will preach on a passage from 

1 Kings 19, in which the prophet Elijah 

waits on a mountainside for the Lord to 

pass by.
”Then a great and powerful wind tore 

the mountains apart and shattered the 

rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was 

not in the wind. After the wind there was 

an earthquake, but the Lord was not in 

the earthquake. After the earthquake 

came a fire, but the Lord was not in the 

fire. And after the fire came a gentle whis-

per.”
“That powerful wind — God’s not in 

that. He’s in that moment of silence, that 

whisper,” Holland said.

“I’ll be talking about how we see God 

show up in this storm — about strang-

ers coming along and serving together, 

trying to make a difference in the lives of 

“I plan to work until I 

drop today,’ man says

Watch for  
scammers,  

officials say

BY PATRICK MCCRELESS 

pmccreless@annistonstar.com

JACKSONVILLE — Helping restore the tor-

nado-ravaged city wasn’t a choice for David 

Williams on Friday. 

It was a debt he intended to repay. 

The day after Monday evening’s tornado 

ripped through the city, hundreds of volun-

teers poured into Wil-

liams’ northwest neigh-

borhood off Alabama 

204, many helping him 

board up the holes in 

his house.
“We weren’t really 

helping; we were just 

in shock,” Williams said 

of him and his fami-

ly. “People just came 

in and helped us with 

everything.”
After that initial 

wave of help, though, 

officials closed the city 

to volunteers so crews 

could restore power 

and clear streets. When 

the city reopened to 

volunteers on Friday, 

Williams decided he’d 

repay the help given to him.

“I plan to work until I drop today or I run 

out of diesel,” Williams said Friday before 

operating excavation equipment that he owns 

for his concrete company. “I’m now just in the 

insurance waiting phase so I have no work on 

my house to do … it would be wrong for me not 

to come out here and help after I was helped.”

Williams was one of more than 1,000 volun-

teers who cleared debris in city Friday. Relief 

organizers say now that the city is safe enough 

for volunteers, they’ll need all the help they 

BY TIM LOCKETTE

tlockette@annistonstar.com

JACKSONVILLE  —  As volunteer workers 

fanned out across the storm-ravaged neigh-

borhoods of Jacksonville on Friday, state and 

local officials warned residents to watch out 

for construction-related scams.

“Your recourse is to say no,” said Alabama 

Attorney General Steve Marshall, one of sever-

al speakers at a press conference in a parking 

lot near the gutted Merrill Hall Friday.

Most of the houses north of Mountain 

Street saw at least some damage from the EF-3 

tornado that struck the city Monday night. By 

Friday, electricity was back on at all but 20 

homes, debris had been pushed to both sides 

of most streets and volunteers were cleared to 

begin working on cleanup. 

Still, city officials said they’d already heard 

of some for-pay cleanup offers that appeared 

to be scams. 

“We had one gentleman tell me he had an 

offer to take down a tree for $6,000,” Mayor 

Johnny Smith said. 

Marshall said construction scams are 

among the top five complaints fraud investiga-

tors see year-round. Chip Carden, director of 

the state’s Home Licensure Board, said storm 

Trent Penny/The Anniston Star

At Rabbittown Baptist Church, the two small crosses were pulled up by 

the tornado but the center was still standing this week. 

COMING 
SUNDAY

Don’t miss The 

Star’s special spring-

time Home/Garden 

section with a  

feature on Joey 

Crews, a top-selling 

real estate agent

ASSISTANCE

Emergency 

officials say that 

starting today at 

8 a.m., anyone 

needing assis-

tance including 

donated goods 

or items will have 

to have a referral 

from the Disaster 

Recovery Center, 

in a blue tent on 

Mountain Street, 

N.W., adjacent 

to JSU Stadium/

Meehan Hall.  

Please see VOLUNTEERS | Page 5A

Please see SCAM | Page 5A

Please see CHURCHES | Page 5A
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