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Talladega City Manager Beth Cheeks says she has 
never seen the city “more energized and alive” during 
the more than 20 years she’s lived here.

“There is construction down Battle Street, there is 
construction on the Talladega College campus, there 
is construction on the Historic Courthouse Square.  
There is building, there is growth, and there is re-
newal.  The downtown Square has had so much hap-
pening lately that events are overlapping and we are 
looking for more entertainment space and more park-
ing.  It can be frustrating, but it is also wonderful.”

Cheeks is optimistic about the city’s immediate 
future as well. “The city is about to launch into a $1.2 
million paving project, which will bring on more 
construction, more frustration and more renewal.  
Currently the city is in the middle of three bridge re-
placement projects at West St., Coosa St. and Isbell 
Circle and we are preparing for the paving of the state 
routes that go through town.  It is going to be a busy 
summer,” she said.  

In many ways, 2018 was a year of transitions in 
Talladega, with new leadership of the city, school 
board and at crucial private institutions, including 
Citizens Baptist Medical Center.

Cheeks was appointed permanent city manager in 
August, after having previously served in an interim 
capacity. Her appointment came at the end of a con-
tentious period for city government, and after being 
named interim manager, she said her intention was to 
“do my very best to always accentuate the positive 
and fairly deal with the negative.”

Shortly after her appointment as permanent man-
ager, the city was able to reopen the Spring Street 
Monument, which had been inaccessible to the public 
for more than a year. The renovation project cost the 
city about $200,000, but prior to renovation the struc-
ture had been deemed unsafe. After the passage of a 
state law ostensibly protecting state monuments, the 
monument would have had to have been renovated 
rather than altered. 

“I am proud of the successes in 2018, in the public 
sector and in our community. There are new restau-
rants and businesses, there is renovation of historic 
buildings, festivals, parades, sports leagues for the 
kids, a continued increase in attendance and activi-
ties at the Ritz Theatre, the Civilian Marksmanship 
Park (CMP) and TopTrails.  Christmas on the Square, 
despite less than ideal weather in 2018, still brought 
in visitors, actually had dancing in the streets, and 
pulled the community together.”

The cold and drizzly weather and the difficulty of 
rescheduling might have jeopardized the success of 
Christmas on the Square, but the event remained a 
big draw for the area and will be back for the fourth 
time next year. Several events had to be moved in-
doors, but apparently attendees and vendors alike 
were happy with the outcome.

“There has been the return of an old industrial 
friend, Georgia Pacific, providing over 100 jobs,” 
Cheeks said. “There has been steady employment 
and investment from long time businesses such as 
Elbit Systems, Masterbrand and Talladega Pattern & 
Aluminum, just to name a few.”

Georgia-Pacific, which previously operated a 
plant in Talladega, had been shuttered for several 
years. In 2017, the company announced a complete, 
$100 million overhaul, resulting in essentially a new 
300,000 square foot facility employing more than 
120 people. Gov. Kay Ivey sawed a 2x4 in half (rath-
er than cut a ribbon) at the site in November.

“I am (also) proud of our law enforcement officers 
that, despite attention grabbing headlines, have man-
aged to reduce violent crime in the city of Talladega 
almost 30 percent over last year,” Cheeks said.  “I am 
proud of our firefighters who battle difficult situations 
to rescue and keep the citizens safe. 

“Talladega is changing at every turn, but there 
will always be that piece of history grounded in the 
fundamental essence of community, that continues 
to make it such a special place to raise children, to 
grow old, to work, to play and to enjoy life. Progress 
brings on growing pains and despite the temporary 
inconveniences, I am looking forward to what 2019 
will bring our way.”

City of Talladega:
‘There is building, growth and renewal’
By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

2018 was a year of transition and new leadership for the city of Talladega.  It was also a year 
marked by new and continued successes.

Georgia-Pacific’s Talladega lumber plant donated $10,000 to the city for the popular Christ-
mas on the Square event.  From left are Kim Gaddy and Kelsie Gallahar, assistants to the city 
manager; Katie Kwilos of Georgia-Pacific, City Manager Beth Cheeks and Georgia-Pacific’s 
John Hornsby, Cheryl Alexander and Ken Haynes.

During 2018, Jason Peters was appointed to the TOP Trails board of directors, and Andy 
McWilliams was appointed to the Talladega Municipal Airport Board.  They are shown with 
Mayor Jerry Cooper, front center, and, from left in back, council members Jarvis Elston, Da-
vid Street and Dr. Horace Patterson, City Manager Beth Cheeks and councilmembers Gerald 
Cooper and Ricky Simpson.

Despite rainy weather, the third annual Christmas on the Square was deemed a success by 
Talladega city officials.  At left, local children enjoyed the Santa’s Workshop area, while Hilda 
Fannin enjoys an encounter with The Grinch above.  Plans are already underway for the 2019 
event.
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It was a busy 2018 
for Talladega’s county 
government, with several 
new faces in leadership 
positions, ongoing proj-
ects and new partner-
ships.

County Commission-
ers Tony Haynes and 
Mally Limbaugh were 
re-elected last year, as 
was Sheriff Jimmy Kil-
gore. Probate Judge Bil-
ly Atkinson was barred 
from seeking re-election 
by state law because of 
his age; he was succeed-
ed, after a hard-fought 
contest, by Randy Jinks, 
the first Republican to 
be elected to the office in 
modern history.

Circuit Judges Julian 
King and Bo Holling-
sworth also announced 
their retirement last year, 
and were succeeded by 
Chad Woodruff and Will 
Hollingsworth (Bo’s son), 
who were both elected 
without opposition.

County administra-
tor Pat Lyles pointed 
out that the county had 
“implemented the use 
of electronic poll books 
during elections for all 
precincts,” during the last 
election cycle, and that 
other technological up-
dates had also been made 
over the course of the 
past year.

“We rolled out a fresh, 
new county website 
(www.talladegacountyal.
org) (and we made) ma-
jor improvements to the 
public safety radio sys-

tem, resulting in a more 
economically sustainable 
system (and) with a large 
area of interoperability 
between public safety 
agencies,” Lyle said.

There was plenty of 
economic good news as 
well during the past year, 
she continued.

The county “finished 
fiscal 2018 with over 
three months of operating 
funds available. Because 
the majority of the coun-
ty’s revenue is collected 
during just a few months, 
a stable reserve allows the 
county maintain steady 
cash flows without hav-
ing to borrow operating 
funds during the months 
that ad valorem tax reve-
nue is not collected,” she 
explained.

The local economy 
showed continued signs 
of improvement, with an 
overall 3-percent increase 
in revenue. 

Lyle also said the 
county’s bond rating was 
increased by Moody’s 
from A1 to Aa3 on Jan. 
22, 2018.

The commission “ap-
proved a $27,914,400 
budget for fiscal 2019 
that does not include any 
reductions in service,” 
she continued. “Note that 
the general fund budget is 
$14 million and the high-
way department is $5.2 
million, with the remain-
der earmarked legisla-
tion or reserved to repay 
debt,” according to Lyle.

County government 
also entered into some 
major partnerships. 

The commission 

“partnered with the city 
of Lincoln for improve-
ments to McCaig Road 
and the intersection at 
County Road 207 as part 
of an economic develop-
ment project in Lincoln’s 
Industrial Park,” she said. 
The Talladega County 
Economic Development 
Authority built a specu-
lative building on the 
property that has already 
been occupied (by Lohr 
Industries), and construc-

tion on a second building 
is getting under way.

In the coming year, the 
commission has already 
voted to go ahead with 
a partnership that will 
help train six Talladega 
County Sheriff’s Depu-
ties as school resource 
officers. In January 2019, 
the commission voted to 
approve the training, with 
the cost being reimbursed 
by the Talladega County 
School System.

City of Talladega:
‘There is building, growth and renewal’

New officials, new projects for Talladega County
By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

Georgia-Pacific’s Talladega lumber plant donated $10,000 to the city for the popular Christ-
mas on the Square event.  From left are Kim Gaddy and Kelsie Gallahar, assistants to the city 
manager; Katie Kwilos of Georgia-Pacific, City Manager Beth Cheeks and Georgia-Pacific’s 
John Hornsby, Cheryl Alexander and Ken Haynes.

During 2018, Jason Peters was appointed to the TOP Trails board of directors, and Andy 
McWilliams was appointed to the Talladega Municipal Airport Board.  They are shown with 
Mayor Jerry Cooper, front center, and, from left in back, council members Jarvis Elston, Da-
vid Street and Dr. Horace Patterson, City Manager Beth Cheeks and councilmembers Gerald 
Cooper and Ricky Simpson.

Despite rainy weather, the third annual Christmas on the Square was deemed a success by 
Talladega city officials.  At left, local children enjoyed the Santa’s Workshop area, while Hilda 
Fannin enjoys an encounter with The Grinch above.  Plans are already underway for the 2019 
event.

In late 2018, the Talladega County Commis-
sion approved the Lower Bon Air Road-U.S. 
Highway 280 Industrial Access Project 
(above), which will involve resurfacing and 
adding turn and acceleration lanes.  At 
right, commissioners recognize entrepre-
neur Kevin Smith for his work to renovate 
properties around the Talladega Court-
house Square.
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B-H Transfer Co.
handles:
•Rail-to-Truck transload facilities
•Import/Export movement of ocean-going containers
•Domestic shipments of slurry, dry bulk, and packaged 
industrial minerals, as well as chemicals and supplies 
used in their production
•Container Management Services

705 Gene Stewart Blvd.
Sylacauga, AL 35150

256.245.3166 • 800.335.9947
www.b-htransfer.com

Corporate Office: 
Sandersville, GA 31082 | 800.342.6462

Our Mission: B-H Transfer Co.’s mission is to provide 
safe, compliant, reliable, and competitive motor 

carrier transportation service since 1971.

EQUIPMENT

MODERN FLEET
TANKS 
Liquid

Pneumatic
VANS

YARD JOCKEYS
BELT CONVEYORS

“Superior Service 
Since 1971”

Safe, Dependable & Competitive
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1193 First Rd, Childersburg, AL  35044

800-467-4295 (HAWK)

PVC Pipe 
Solutions

Packaging

Custom
Fabrication

Hawk Plastics was awarded 
Top Plastic Pipe Profile & 

Tubing Extruders 
for Year 2016, 2017 and 2018

Largest Project To Date; Supplying 
Pipe For Vogtle 3 & 4 Nuclear Power 

Plants’ Cooling Towers

PVC Sewer Pipe With Intergral 
Bell-Gasketed Joints 

PVC Perforated Pipe - Core Tubes 
Custom Cylinders - Ragglesticks

Hawk is the exclusive U.S. Manufacturer of patented 
Ragglesticks used to create compact, stable, 
packaging and storing of cylindrical objects such 
as pipe, tube, rolls, drums and barrels. Invented by 
the founders of Hawk Plastics, Ragglesticks are 
marketed and sold by RAGGLESTICK Packaging.
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Organized 35 years ago, Hawk Plastics started 
production in 1985, in the former Beaunit building 
on Plant Road. Now, 35 years later, by the grace of 
God, the Hawk is still flying. Hawk Plastics is one of 
the oldest, American owned PVC pipe producers in 
the USA, and has operated with the same name from 
the beginning. Hawk has maintained a steady 24-hour 
workforce, with as many as 40 employees on a 3-shift 
operation, through 8 years of economic slowdown. 
Hawk has a current no lost time accident streak of over 
7-1/2 years; again by the grace of God.

www.hawkplasticscorp.com

Carroll “Lew” Wat-
son, Lincoln’s mayor for 
more than 30 years, is ap-
preciative for more than 
only a long tenure: he is 
glad to have had the op-
portunity to help created 
a positive environment 
for the city’s residents.

The past year, 2018, 
Watson oversaw many 
positive developments.

The city purchased 
land for a boat launch 
on Choccolocco Creek, 
which is to be developed 
as a primitive site this 
year.

During the year, Lin-
coln purchased land for 
a fishing tournament site 
on Logan Martin Lake.  
City officials expect it to 
be a driving force to bring 
in more business.

The city completed a 
master plan for a compre-
hensive park site on Stem-
ley Road that will be built 
in phases. The site, when 
completed, will contain 
soccer fields, a tennis 
court, a playground, a se-
nior park, walking trails, 
a recreational building 

and more.  Lincoln has 
applied for a grant that is 
expected to be approved 
later this year.

The city added bath-
rooms to the Blue Eye 
Creek fishing trail and 
added new water lines to 
provide improved service 
to the school. It approved 
a police officer for secu-
rity at schools and made 
plans for upgrades at Mo-
seley Park, which are to 
include lights and a walk-
ing track.

The city made plans 
for a new community 
park on Rushing Springs 
Road and upgraded part 
of the computer system. 
It sold the spec building 
on McCaig Road, and 
completed the removal 
of depilated homes in the 
city under a grant pro-
gram.

 Not one to rest on 
past accomplishments, 
Watson and other city 
leaders are looking to see 
additional ones in 2019. 

There will be more 
upgrades to Moseley 
Park, construction of a 
community park on the 
Rushing Springs Road, 
additional improvements 
to the water system and 

lines, and adding a new 
well.

There will be, later in 
the year, construction of 
a fishing tournament site 
on Logan Martin Lake. 
Permits are being pro-

cessed now.
Residents will see 

construction of a new 
spec building on McCaig 
Road, more retail and 
industrial opportunities, 
and landscaping at some 

of the city intersections, 
along with improvements 
to Magnolia Street. A new 
traffic signal is planned 
for Magnolia Street and 
Alabama 77 intersection, 
and new home construc-

tion will be encouraged. 
“Providing service is 

what this job is all about,” 
said Watson, “and provid-
ing a great environment 
for families. It’s all about 
service to the public.”

City of Lincoln thankful for past accomplishments, looks to future
By Sherry Kughn 
Special to The Daily Home

Lincoln city officials participated in a ground-
breaking ceremony in late 2018 for a new 
100,000-square foot speculative building on 
McCaig Road, next to the spec building occu-
pied by Lohr North America.
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CHILDERSBURG TRUCK SERVICE, INC.
& CHILDERSBURG NAPA AUTO PARTS

33790 US HWY 280 East     P.O. DRAWER T     CHILDERSBURG, AL  35044

WWW.CHILDERSBURG-TRUCK.COM

Dump Bodies  |  Lift Axles  |  Heavy Duty Truck Parts & Tools  |  Small Engine Parts

CTS PHONE: 256-378-3101
NAPA PHONE: 256-378-3011
AR/AP FAX: 256-378-5660

SERVICE FAX: 256-378-0346
GEN MGR: ROGER JUSTICE
OFFICE MGR: VANDA WALLACE

000266975r1

Mayor Ken Wesson
Brandon Robinson, Council Member / Ward A

Bill Moody, Council Member / Ward B
Angesa Twymon, Council Member 

Mayor Pro Tempore / Ward C
T. Glenn Stubblefield, Council Member / Ward D

Michael McLain, Council Member / Ward E

City Council Meetings held on First 
and Third Tuesdays of each month 

at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall

Childersburg, Oldest City in America...1540
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THE CITY OF

Childersburg, Alabama

CITY HALL

Whether you are here to live, work, study or play, 
you will find a great sense of energy, enthusiasm and 

excitement in all aspects of the community. 
From residential to business development, you will 

discover that Childersburg is truly a community 
which is doing things. A great spot to vacation.

Mayor Rusty Jessup 
said the city of Riverside 
saw significant growth 
in 2018, and he expects 
that growth to continue in 
2019. 

“We are seeing a lot 
of residential growth,” he 
said. “We are permitting 
for a lot of new construc-
tion, and we look at that to 
continue in 2019.”

Jessup said city offi-
cials expect the numbers 
in 2019 to be even better 
than last year with more 
people securing permits 
for home construction and 
new residents tapping onto 
the city’s water system. 

He said a new phase 
of construction for the 
Highlands subdivision, off 
KOA Road, is moving for-
ward. 

“I had lunch today with 
a builder who is starting a 
new construction phase in 
the Highlands,” he said. 

Jessup said Riverside 
construction projects are 
not limited to the High-

lands, but home construc-
tion is springing up in oth-
er parts of the city. 

“The economy is rock-
ing,” he said. “We have a 
lot of investors in River-
side, and they are putting 
their money to work.”

He said Riverside has 
experienced growth, and 
he expects to see an in-
crease in population in the 
2020 census. 

“In the last census in 
2010, we had about 2,100 
people,” Jessup said. “I 
think we’re going be clos-
er to 3,000 in the next 
2020 census.”

He explained that Riv-
erside is a little different 
because for many resi-
dents, they have second-
ary homes in Riverside 
because of the lake. 

“We may have 3,000 
folks here during the 
week, but on Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday we may 
have 4,000 people here be-
cause of the river,” Jessup 
said.  

The mayor said he was 
encouraged to see addi-
tional sales tax revenue 
from the state that is pro-

vided to municipalities for 
online sales. 

“We don’t have a big 
sales tax base here,” Jes-
sup said, adding that the 
additional tax revenue 
from online sales helps 
Riverside’s coffers. “A 
lot of people in Riverside 
shop online.”

He said there are just 
not a lot of businesses in 
Riverside, but online busi-
nesses send the taxes they 
collect to Montgomery, 
and Montgomery distrib-
utes it to the cities. 

“We’re happy about 
that,” he said. “It’s not like 
big money.”

But the added tax reve-
nue helps. 

“We’ve never had a lot 
of brick and mortar,” Jes-
sup said. “It’s the way the 
world is headed. Thank-
fully our legislators are 
cutting deals to collect the 
sales tax revenue from the 
big internet outfits.”

Jessup said the city 
does face challenges. Two 
big challenges are the lack 
of sewer for commercial 
development and the in-
crease in traffic, making 

U.S. 78 more dangerous to 
enter and exit. 

He pointed to some in-
tersections needing traffic 
signals because of the in-
crease in traffic, like KOA 
Road. 

“We need a signal light 
there now,” Jessup said. 
“It’s right on a hilltop, so 
visibility is low. There is a 
daycare right there on the 
corner.”

He said lights are also 
needed on the interstate. 

“Particularly during 
the wintertime when it 
gets dark early,” Jes-
sup said. “Eventually it 
will happen with all the 
growth. It’s not just Riv-
erside, it’s Calhoun and 
Talladega counties.”

Jessup said the city’s 
number one goal for 2019 
is improving the children’s 
playground, which is in 
need of a facelift and new 
equipment. 

“That’s where our fo-
cus is going to be,” he 
said. “We are also going to 
do some paving projects in 
2019. 

He commended the 
Riverside Beautification 

Association for their help. 
Jessup said there is a 

plan to make part of the 
city’s 6-acre park into a 
bird sanctuary. He said 
there are plans to plant na-
tive bushes and shrubs to 
attract birds. 

Other projects they 
would like to tackle in 
2019 include improving 

the walking trail inside the 
park and paving the park-
ing lot at Riverside Land-
ing, the city’s marina. 

He said the self-serv-
ing, credit card only, gas 
pumps provide non-etha-
nol gas, which is hard to 
find. 

Both boats and cars 
can gas up at the marina.

2018 a good year for the city of Riverside
By DAVID ATCHISON
Home staff writer



Ohio-based Allied Mineral Prod-
ucts Inc., feels “right at home in Al-
abama,” according to Parker Morris, 
plant engineer in Pell City, where 40 
local employees work. About 20 more 
are to begin working in Pell City by 
the end of 2019 because, by then, the 
Anniston production plant will have 
relocated to St. Clair County. Compa-
ny officials are working hard to im-
plement the changes. 

“Employees in Anniston and Pell 
City have worked hard during their 
transition in becoming part of the 
Allied family,” said Morris, “and we 
have all been rewarded with increased 
sales and the growth of our business 
overall.” 

In addition to the merger of em-
ployees, the Pell City plant will ex-
pand to include a new 170,000-square-
foot facility located across the street 
from the current one on Truss Ferry 
Road. Equipment and some of the op-
erations from the Anniston plant will 
also go to Pell City. Allied will be 
investing in new equipment for both 
facilities in Pell City. 

“This kind of expansion does not 
happen in a vacuum, and we have 
welcomed this as a chance to build 
productive relationships with commu-
nity leaders. We have been impressed 
with the level of support from Pell 
City and St. Clair County officials,” 
said Morris. 

Local city officials are applauding 
the company.

“We are keenly aware that Allied 
Mineral Products could have chosen 
several other directions for their fa-
cility and expansion needs,” Pell City 
Mayor Bill Pruitt said. “The fact that 
they chose, not only to maintain the 
existing facility here, but also to ex-
pand, speaks volumes about the Pell 
City community and the potential it 
holds.”

Riverside’s mayor said Allied 
helps his city in several ways. 

“A lot of Riverside residents work 
there and many others go through 
Riverside to get to Allied,” said Rusty 
Jessup. “They are good cooperate 
citizens, good to Riverside and have 
helped us every time we asked them. 
They bring commerce and jobs to our 
area. We were ecstatic when they de-
cided to stay.”

Allied began in 1961 and devel-
oped, produced, and sold monolithic 
products for use mainly in foundries. 
These products are made of miner-
als, or a blend of minerals and mate-
rials, that hold up under a variety of 
environmental situations, such as the 
extreme heat that takes place during 
manufacturing processes. Some of 
these products can be described as 
coatings, mortars, concretes, and oth-
er clay products. 

In 1976, with the retirement of one 
of its founders, Allied became an em-
ployee stock ownership plan (ESOP) 
company meaning each employee is 
eligible to become a member of the 
plan and in doing so, becoming an 
employee-owner. 

During the late 1970s and into the 
1980s, Allied, which also has plants in 
Texas, Washington and Ohio, expand-
ed into the steel market and into the 
pre-cast shape products industry, the 
latter of which is the making of molds 
used to cast refractory shapes. During 

the 1970s, the company began selling 
its products to foundries in Canada, 
Mexico, and South America. By the 
1980s, the company also began sell-
ing products in Japan and Europe 
through licensees. Also, Allied devel-
oped its own sales force and expand-
ed its global production companies in 
Europe, China, South Africa, India, 
and, in 2018, in Russia. 

“It is important to note that our 
global operations produce and sell for 
their own region,” Morris said. “and 
not for import into the U.S. Our prod-
uct is extremely heavy, so it makes 
sense to produce in the regions of our 
customers to reduce freight costs.” 

The Pell City plant is convenient 
for this practice and places the com-
pany close to customers in the South-
east. Further, the U.S. operations ex-
port products to other countries. 

In all, Allied has approximate-
ly 1,000 employees throughout the 
world, about 500 that work in the U.S. 
In 2019, the local plants will experi-
ence many changes.

“Our new plant will allow our Al-
abama employees the opportunity to 
become one team in one location, and 
allow us to more efficiently concen-
trate our resources to better serve our 
customers,” Morris said. “The future 
is bright for Allied and our employees 
in Alabama.” 
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Allied Mineral Products to expand in Pell City
By Sherry Kughn 
Special to The Daily Home

Photos by Tucker Webb/
The Daily Home

The expansion of Allied Mineral 
Products’ operation in St. Clair 
County is of particular benefit 

to the municipalities of Pell City 
and Riverside.  The Ohio-based 

company has been described 
locally as “a good corporate 
citizen,” and plant engineer 

Parker Morris, above, said com-
pany officials appreciate the 
support it has received from 

local communities.
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Allied Mineral Products to expand in Pell City

More than 1,500 Honda Manufacturing of Alabama (HMA) associates be-
gan production in December of the 2019 Passport SUV.  

Produced exclusively at the HMA facility in Lincoln, the Passport was ex-
pected to go on sale early this year.  Company officials have said it will play “an 
important role” in Honda’s award-winning SUV lineup, “providing a unique 
combination of on-road driving refinement and off-road adventure capability.”

The Passport was revealed in November at the Los Angeles Auto Show and 
will fit into the manufacturer’s SUV lineup between the compact CR-V and 
the three-row Pilot.  

“We celebrate the dedication of our Honda team in Alabama in delivering 
this new adventure-ready sport utility vehicle to our customers,” said HMA 
vice president Mike Oatridge.  “I congratulate all of our associates for the 
commitment to our customers as we begin production of the new Passport, 
which is Honda’s most rugged light truck with features that deliver more of 
what today’s adventurous customers want and need.”

The Passport is hitting the market at just the right time, according to Lara 
Harrington, chief engineer and Passport development leader.  “The positive 
response to Passport really signals Honda is poised to compete in this segment.  
The Honda Passport is designed to bring a more personal, rugged and off-road 
SUV to our award-winning light truck lineup, and we are all excited to see 
where this new product will take us.”

Passport is based on Honda’s Global Light Truck platform and shares much 
of its underlying structure with the Pilot and Ridgeline, including a highly rigid 
unibody construction.  

Honda’s existing SUV lineup includes the Pilot, CR-V and HR-V and has 
been recognized as the Best SUV Brand by U.S. News & World Report for 

four consecutive years.  The Ridgeline, also produced at Lincoln, was selected 
as the 2017 North American Truck of the Year.  The Pilot and the Odyssey 
minivan are also produced at the local facility.

Also during 2018, Alabama Commerce Secretary Greg Canfield joined 
Honda associates in celebrating the start of operations at the new $85 million 
logistics buildings.  The expansion added nearly 400,000 square feet to the 
existing 4.2 million square feet in Lincoln.

“Our new logistics operation represents an $85 million investment in our 
operations as well as continued investment in our associates, our products and 
in customer satisfaction,” Oatridge said.  “This new space will help us better 
streamline our logistics operations, which will result in improved parts deliv-
ery, improved quality and improved organization across our production lines.”

The new logistics facilities are part of a multi-phased projected dedicated 
to the enhancement and revitalization of Honda operations in Alabama.  Last 
year, HMA announced an additional $54.8 million investment to improve weld 
operations at Line 2.  The new expansion, which will add more than 50,000 
square feet, is expected to be completed in early 2021.

Employing more than 4,500 associates, HMA has the capacity to produce 
more than 340,000 vehicles and V6 engines annually.  Since the start of pro-
duction in November of 2001, the facility has built more than 4.7 million vehi-
cles and engines.  HMA’s capital investment in Lincoln totals more than $2.6 
billion at the 4.6 million-square-foot facility.

Honda has produced automobiles in America for more than 36 years and 
currently operates 19 major manufacturing facilities – including HMA – in 
North America.  In 2017, more than 90 percent of all Honda brand vehicles 
sold in the United States were made in North America using domestic and 
globally sourced parts.

HMA in Lincoln begins production of new SUV
Staff Report

TALLADEGA COUNTY SHERIFF JIMMY KILGORE would like to remind all residents 
of Talladega County to lock up your valuables, and do not leave them in plain sight. If you must 
leave valuables in the car, hide them, or lock them in the trunk if possible. If you are going 
somewhere such as the gym or the park and know you will not need your purse, hide it before 
you get there.

Talladega County Sheriff’s Office is tracking a noticeable increase in car break-ins, where 
criminals walk around neighborhoods and check for unlocked vehicles. Many times victims will 
not even know they have been robbed until later, because since the doors were unlocked, there 
is not any noticeable damage to the car.

Sometimes the thief is just taking spare change; however, many times firearms are stolen, and 
end up in the wrong hands. Remove valuables from your vehicles, and lock your doors! When 
shopping, park in well-lit areas. THINK SAFETY!

SHERIFF

SAYS:

JIMMY KILGORE
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Sheriff Kilgore and the 
Talladega County Sheriff’s 
Office may be reached at 

256-362-2748 or 256-245-5121
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No Job Too Big,
No Job Too Small.

1119 Sylacauga-
Fayetteville Hwy
Sylacauga, AL 35150 (256) 245-2956

GASTON
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

•Industrial General Contractor
•Plant Maintenance
•Millwright Service

•Machinery Installation
•Industrial Construction

•Hydraulic Crane Available
Call for FREE Estimates.

Serving Our Area for 35 Years!
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SUPERIOR MACHINE 
& PATTERN, INC.

High Precision CNC Machining

Supplier of Gray, Ductile, Brass, 
and Aluminum Castings

Robotic Welder

Warehouse Services 

Off-Shore Sourcing

Inventory Control Services

 38001 Alabama Hwy 21 •  Munford, Alabama
256-362-1385 or 256-362-1386

www.superiormachineandpattern.com

Providing High Quality Precision 
Machining and Fabrication Since 1980
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Pell City continues to 
prosper and grow, and 2019 
started out with a bang for the 
city with the opening of the 
new state-of-the-art Premiere 
Cinertainment, which offers 

bowling, arcade games, a 
ropes course and movies. 

“It is truly a first-class 
entertainment facility,” said 
Pell City Manager Brian 
Muenger.

Local residents who at-
tended the opening of the 
new Cinertainment facility 
gave the five-star facility 
rave reviews. 

Muenger said the ini-

tial development agreement 
with Premiere Cinemas was 
signed in 2016, but prior to 
that, the city had attempted 
for many years to attract a 
theater.

“We have formed an 
excellent partnership with 
Premiere over the past three 
years, and their addition to 

the community will attract 
patrons from throughout a 
multi-county area to the city,” 
Muenger said “The city also 
expects the theater to serve 
as a catalyst for additional 
commercial development in 
the (U.S.) 231 North area.”

Muenger said 2019 is 
projected to be an exciting 
one for the city with many 
projects that have been in the 

works for several years com-
ing to fruition. 

He said the city is expect-
ed to unveil the renovated 
Civic Center. 

“This renovation includes 
a complete overhaul of the 
interior of the facility, includ-
ing the addition of a greatly 
expanded fitness area, new 
gymnasium floor, a game 
room, and other amenities 
that will bring the commu-
nity a recreational facility 
that will serve all segments 
of the population,” Muenger 
said. “Outside the building a 
new tennis facility is being 
constructed, complete with 
a new restroom and pro shop 
building, and two new ten-
nis courts, along with light-
ing upgrades on all existing 
courts.”

He said new parking fa-
cilities and a consolidated 
entryway into the civic cen-
ter and Lakeside Park are 
also being constructed. 

Muenger said the city and 
county will jointly initiate 
the demolition of the former 
hospital building on Dr. John 
Haynes Drive with the assis-
tance of a $200,000 Appala-
chian Regional Commission 
grant. The property is prime 
commercial real-estate adja-
cent to Interstate 20.

“At the same time, the 
city and county have engaged 
a developer to market the 
nearly 20-acre property…,” 
Muenger said. “Clearing this 
property will not only re-
move the blighted structure 
but will clear the way for 
future redevelopment of an 
extremely attractive piece of 
interstate visible property.”

Pell City saw many ex-
pansions of existing indus-
tries during 2018, including 
Allied Mineral Products 
which is currently working 
on an $11 million expansion 
project. 

Also Eissmann Group 
Automotive North America 
completed a $14.5 million 
expansion in 2018, which 
added an additional 200 jobs 
to its Pell City operations. 

In addition, the St. Clair 
County Economic Develop-
ment Council spearheaded 
efforts to complete a new 
pad-ready industrial site as 
part of the Pell City Industry 
Park, the new Cogswell In-
dustrial Park.

The new 126-acre park 
offers room for industrial 
expansion, with 40 acres al-
ready developed and ready 
for the right industry. 

Muenger said Pell City 
has also experienced sig-
nificant population growth, 
estimated at a 7.9 percent in-
crease since the 2010. 

“During last fiscal year, 
more than 60 new homes 
were constructed in the city, 
and we expect that our resi-
dential growth will contin-
ue through 2019,” Muenger 
said. “There are a number 
of previously dormant sub-
divisions that are being con-
structed currently, with sev-
eral additional developments 
in the planning state. 

He said the housing mar-
ket throughout the region has 
been strong recently and the 
city is taking proactive steps 
to attract more residential de-
velopment by reducing vari-
ous development fees.

“I see housing capacity as 
a major issue for the city in 
the coming years, as our cur-
rent stock of buildable lots is 
on track to be depleted with-
in the next one to two years,” 
Muenger said. “It is essential 
that we continue to work to 
ensure that our housing stock 
is sufficient to meet the fu-
ture needs of the city.”

He said the city’s recent 
projects are aimed at improv-
ing the quality of life for res-

idents. 
Many of the projects have 

been desired by residents for 
many years.

“They are becoming a 
reality through the strong 
shared vision of our mayor 

and city council,” Muenger 
said. “Through these efforts, 
Pell City will continue to be 
the hub of commerce within 
our County and beyond.”

New year brings long-awaited first-class entertainment complex to Pell City
By DAVID ATCHISON
Home staff writer

Pell City’s much-anticipated entertainment 
complex opened to rave reviews.  

Local officials and representatives of Eissmann 
Group cut the ribbon to signify completion of a 
$14.5 million expansion at the company’s Pell 
City operation.
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The Marble City had 
positive economic growth 
in 2018 with a new retail 
shopping center opening 
and millions of dollars in 
road improvements made 
in the community.

Sylacauga officials see 
even more positive growth 
and changes in the down-
town area in 2019.

Mayor Jim Heigl said 
2018 saw completion of 
one of the biggest paving 
projects in the city’s histo-
ry.

The project had a cap of 
$4 million set by the coun-
cil. The last paving project 
the city had was in 2012 
and it was just over $1 mil-
lion.

The list includes 20 
streets and seven alternates 
for street paving. Total esti-
mated cost of the 20 streets 
is $3,587,848, with a total 
of $286,767 for the alter-
nate streets.

This massive paving 
project was completed in 
December. The five coun-
cil members and mayor 
promised when elected to 
office in 2016 they would 
improve the city’s streets, 
Heigl said. “That promise 
was kept and the project is 
finished. We intend to do 
smaller paving projects in 
the near future,” he said.

The mayor said the city 
in 2018 and continuing into 
2019 will allow those in-
terested into annexing into 
the city to do so at no cost 
without charging an appli-
cation fee.

The property, he said, 
must be contiguous to the 
city limits.

“This is an effort by the 
city administration to grow 
the city limits of Sylacauga 
and increase our population 
in the future especially as 
the 2020 census nears. The 
city is already preparing 
for the census,” Heigl said. 
“We are reaching out with 
this annexation effort and 
seeking property owners 

who may be interested in 
coming into the city limits 
at no cost. This is going to 
continue well into 2019.”

In December, the coun-
cil annexed 15 pieces of 
property into the city.

Economic development 
was another positive for 
Sylacauga in 2018 as Blue 
Bell Creameries started a 
$7.5 million expansion in 
April. The expansion will 
add 18 new employees 
once completed in 2019.

The expansion includes 
a new two-story facility at 
the corner of North Avenue 
and Fourth Street. It will 
house extra cold storage 
warehouse and ingredients 
for ice cream products.

The project also in-
cludes an extra working 
area and a truck mainte-
nance area across the street.

Currently the plant em-
ploys more than 240.

A second industry also 
announced its plant ex-
pansion in June. Koch Ag-
ronomic Services broke 
ground on its expansion. 
The industry produces en-
hanced efficiency fertiliz-
ers for the turf and orna-
mental, specialty crop and 
consumer markets.

The industry plans on 
additional employees once 
the expansion is completed.

In addition a new fertil-
izer coating facility opened 
in the city, also in June.

Pursell Agri-Tech 
launched its new innova-
tive facility with its indus-
trial partner and sharehold-
er Stamicarbon B.V.

The city saw a retail 
boom especially on U.S. 
280 with the opening of the 
new shopping center, Mar-
ble City Square.

Hutton, a Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, company that 
developed the 33-acre de-
velopment.

Opening in 2018 in the 
shopping center were T.J. 
Maxx, Hobby Lobby, Pet-
sense, Rack Room Shoes, 
and Hibbett Sports.

Chick-Fil-A opened in 
a stand-alone site at the 

shopping center. Two other 
stand-alone businesses are 
scheduled to open in 2019.

On Ft. Williams Street, 
Dirt Cheap opened in the 
newly renovated former 
Kmart building in the sum-
mer of 2018. Dirt Cheap is 
the largest buyer of insur-
ance claims in the Unit-
ed States, while adding 
manufacturer and retailer 
buybacks, closeouts, ban-
ruptcies, overstocks, liqui-
dations, customer returns 
and out-of-season goods.

These new retail busi-
nesses have hired several 
hundred employees from 
the area.

Heigl said 2019 will 
bring improvements to 
several blocks downtown 
thanks to grant monies. 
Bids are scheduled to be 
open in late January on 
work set to begin on Third 
and Fourth Streets.

“We are also working 
on improving our infra-
structure, our city buildings 
and roofs to several of our 
buildings that include the 
library,” the mayor said. 

Heigl said he expects 
2019 to be another great 
year for the city. “Our 
council is making wise de-
cisions about Sylacauga,” 
he said. “We are trying to 
expand housing and popu-
lation for our community.”

2019 looks bring for positive economic growth in Sylacauga
By DENISE SINCLAIR
Home staff writer

The annual Marble Festival once again brought a host of artists and 
visitors to Sylacauga.

2018 brought several new retailers to the Marble City, including T.J. 
Maxx, Hobby Lobby and Hibbett Sports.

Work begin in April of 2018 on a $7.5 million expansion at Blue Bell 
Creameries.

Mayor Jim Heigl congratulates Dan Cook, project manager with Dunn 
Construction, upon the completion of Sylacauga’s multimillion-dollar 
paving project.

Employees of Koch Agronomic Services celebrated the Sylacauga plant’s expansion with a 
groundbreaking ceremony in summer of 2018.

RON

JOHNSON
REPRESENTATIVE

DISTRICT #33
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Pd. Pol. Adv. by Ron Johnson, 3770 Sylacauga Fayetteville Hwy., Sylacauga, AL 35151

- MY GOAL -
To always be available for you 

and to work hard for all the 
people of my district, through 

Commitment, Integrity and 
strong Leadership.

Thank you
for your continued trust!
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Website: http://www.omya-na.com

2071 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Hwy.   |  Sylacauga AL 35151
Phone: +1 256 245 1777  |  Fax: +1 256 245 0606

Omya Inc. is pleased to have been a part of the
Sylacauga and surrounding communities since 1992. 

®

Omya has an unwavering commitment to quality and total 
customer satisfaction through leadership in manufacturing 

technology, product innovation, application expertise, 
incomparable service, and an exceptional understanding of 

our customers’ needs. We pride ourselves on continuous direct 
customer communications to understand their changing needs 

for new product development and logistical support.
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2019 looks bring for positive economic growth in Sylacauga

Mayor Ken ‘Yank’ 
Wesson is encouraged for 
the future of his city and 
feels like a lot of progress 
was made in 2018. He ex-
pects even more progress 
to be made in 2019, espe-
cially when it comes to the 
number of services the city 
provides for its residents.

Wesson said the city 
welcomed six new busi-
nesses to town in 2018 and 
purchased much needed 
equipment for several de-
partments, while the public 
overwhelming said ‘yes’ to 
Sunday alcohol sales.

“We are constantly re-
cruiting new businesses to 
our town and we work to 
help them get established 
here,” he said.

One of the moves made 
in 2018 should help to 
attract more restuarants 
and other businesses to 
Childersburg. The city held 

a special Sunday alcohol 
sales referendum. Cities 
around Childersburg had 
already passed Sunday al-
cohol sales in recent years, 
including Sylacauga, Oak 
Grove, Harpersville, Lin-
coln and Pell City.

Wesson said the elec-
tion was all about helping 
Childersburg merchants. 
The city council and mayor 
had a group of merchants 
approach them about hold-
ing an election for Sunday 
alcohol sales, saying they 
were at a disadvantage be-
cause cities on both sides of 
Childersburg had Sunday 
sales.

The merchants wanted 
to level the playing field, 

the mayor said, and resi-
dents in a more than two-
to-one vote passed alcohol 
sales for Sunday in a June 
election.

Wesson and the council 
worked throughout 2018 in 
an effort to recruit a gro-
cery store to the city to re-
place Winn-Dixie.

The city continues to 
work to  bring a new gro-
cer to the old Winn-Dixie 

Building on Highway 280, 
and recruitment is on-go-
ing, the mayor said

“Negotiating property 
acquisition for a new gro-
cery store has been com-
plicated with three entities 
involved:  the grocery com-
pany, the out-of-state prop-
erty owners and Winn-Dix-
ie, which still has months 
left on their lease,” he said. 

He indicated he is pur-
suing every possibility to 
get a grocery store in the 
Winn-Dixie location. “It is 
just taking time.”

Two of the six busi-

nesses that opened in 2018 
are Cuppa Grace, former-
ly Heavenly Grounds, in 
downtown, while Jack’s 
Family Restaurant opened 
on U.S. 280 in 2018.

Wesson said O’Reilly’s 
Auto Parts is set to open 
soon in the city.

Also in 2018, the city 
purchased a new ambu-
lance, thanks to a $194,000 
grant from the Department 
of Homeland Security with 
a 5-percent local match.

Another ambulance, 
thanks also to a grant, will 
be delivered to Childers-
burg soon.

The police department 
hired five new officers, and 
the city sent them to the po-

lice academy. “These five 
officers completed training 
and are now on the streets 
of Childersburg protecting 
our city,” Wesson said.

City employees got rais-
es from the city council in 
the 2019 budget. Step rais-
es were okayed for police 
and senior center employ-
ees, while city employees 
who work in departments 
not specified for step raises 

received pay increases of 
2.5 percent.

In the December meet-
ing of the council, it was 
announced a new automo-
tive supplier will soon be 
calling Childersburg home.

Material Systems Inc., 
an automotive supplier 
from Bessemer, completed 
the purchase of the former 
Marathon Building on Hol-
lywood Boulevard and will 
relocate to the city.

The company will em-
ploy 36 people, and many 
of its current employees 
will be relocating with the 

company to the city. The 
company hopes to begin 
operation by the end of 
March.

Major work continued 
on the bridge replacement 
on U.S. 280 over the Nor-
folk Southern railroad in 
the city.

The bridge is being 
replaced at intersection 
of U.S. 280 and Alabama 
Highway 76. 

A portion of the 
Childersburg-Fayetteville 
Highway has been closed 
in order to raise the eleva-
tion of the road to meet the 
new higher bridge level. 
That portion will remain 
closed for about six weeks, 
Wesson said.

The replacement cost is 
almost $10 million, with 80 
percent federal and 20 per-
cent state funds.

The completion date is 
August of this year.

The mayor and coun-
cil will continue to work 
to move Childersburg for-
ward in 2019 with hopes 

of bringing additional retail 
businesses and industry to 
town.

The mayor said there 
are job opportunities in 
the city for those looking 
for employment including 
the new industry, Material 
Systems which hopes to 
hire 21 new employees in 

March.
“The job opportunities 

are good, which means the 
economy is improving. In 
2019 the city is going to 
continue to improve its in-
frastructure and services to 
the residents it services,” 
Wesson said.

Childersburg officials pleased by progress, encouraged about the future

By DENISE SINCLAIR
Home staff writer

During 2018, work continued on the U.S. Highway 280 bridge replace-
ment project.  

Members of the Childersburg Fire Department display the Golden Axe 
Award firefighters received for their support of the Muscular Distrophy 
Association.

Childersburg hosted its first Pumpkin Festival in October, organized by 
the city’s parks and recreation department.  Plans call for the festival to 
become an annual event.
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Heritage Freight
Warehousing & Logistics

1215 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Highway, Sylacauga, AL  

256-245-2488

Streamline your operations with 
Heritage Freight - 

an industry leader in material 
management, logistics, and 

comprehensive transportation services 
with proven accuracy, flexibility, and 

on-time delivery.

STORAGE 
CONTAINERS 

FOR RENT
OR 

LEASE-TO-OWN 
LOWEST PRICES!

Delivery Available
Call for Pricing
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Thank You

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 36

Randy 
WOOD

I would like to take this opportunity to renew my commit-
ment to the people of District 36. I was very humbled by your 
vote of confidence in me during the November election. I 
look forward to serving you the next four years working to 
make our district a better place to live and raise a family. 
Please feel free to call on me anytime with your concerns or 
questions.

000267220r1

                   There is no secret to the success   
          behind Royal Sausage Co. in Pell City, AL
    As CEO Curtis Capps says, it comes 
down to the old adage that the customer 
is always right.

Royal Sausage Company, Inc. operates as a processor, 
distributor, and broker of smoked meats and food 
preparations. The company was formerly known as 
Royal Packing Co. and changed its name to Royal 
Sausage Company, Inc. in 1992. Royal Sausage 
Company, Inc. was founded in 1978 and is based in 
Pell City, Alabama

1904 16th Avenue South • Pell City

205-884-8750

ROYAL
FOODS

The Royal Foods brand is 
recognized throughout the 

Southeast as a leading producer 
of meat products, including hams, 

picnics, bacon, sausage, turkey 
cuts, and a broad range of smoked 

and fresh pork cuts.

OF PELL CITY
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Talladega and St. Clair 
counties will benefit from 
a number of accomplish-
ments made by the Ala-
bama Legislature during 
2018, according to two 
members of the local legis-
lative delegation.

“The Legislature ap-
proved a $2 billion bal-
anced General Fund bud-
get that includes no new 
taxes,” said Sen. Jim Mc-
Clendon of Alabama’s 11th 

District, which includes 
portions of Talladega and 
St. Clair.  The Daily Home 
invited each local state sen-
ator and representative to 
identify legislative accom-
plishments they considered 
to be significant during the 
past session; only McClen-
don and Rep. Jim Hill, both 
Republicans, responded.  

• A 2.5-percent pay raise 
for teachers and education 
support personnel, at a cost 
of $102 million to taxpay-
ers. “This is in addition to a 
4-percent pay raise in 2016 
for teachers,” McClendon 
said.

• The state budget in-
cludes a $18.5 million in-
crease for pre-kindergarten 
programs, which will help 
fund as many as 120 new 
pre-k classrooms.

• The Legislature 
moved to establish the Al-
abama School for Cyber 
Technology and Engineer-
ing, which will operate as 
a public magnet school for 
students in grades 7-12.

• “Public safety is a 
priority,” McClendon said. 
“That’s why I supported a 
$3 million increase for the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Association (ALEA) to put 

30 additional state troopers 
on the road.”    

• The Department of 
Corrections was given a 
$55 million increase to hire 
additional mental and med-
ical health staffers.

The budget also includ-
ed funding for The Arc of 
St. Clair County, according 
to Hill, who represents Dis-
trict 50.  The Arc advocates 
and supports individuals 
with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities.

“It does such a good 
work for a segment of the 
population that doesn’t get 
the attention it should.  I’m 

State officials name General Fund budget, bipartisan 
cooperation among achievements during 2018 legislative session

Staff report
Photos submitted by
Alabama Governor’s Office

glad to see mental health 
being funded properly.”

Gov. Kay Ivey agreed 

that the state’s General 
Fund budget is one of the 
past year’s significant ac-

Sen. Del Marsh looks on as Gov. Kay Ivey signs Senate Bill 76, which raised the minimum income 
level for state tax exemptions.  Marsh, whose district includes Talladega County, sponsored the 
measure, which he said provides the first state tax cut 2006.
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J&M Tank Lines is the right choice with over 1000 trucks & Trailers 
to serve your needs across the country.

We offer Liquid & Dry Bulk Tankers and a variety of Liquid & Dry Food Grade Tankers as well as 
Flatbeds, Dump Trailers & Vans for your needs

We also offer Hazmat with our other company TransChemUSA.com
We have terminals in Sylacauga, Calera, Birmingham & Mobile, AL

Several locations in Georgia, North & South Carolina, Maryland, Illinois & Indiana as well as several locations in Texas

Jeff Sandlin 256-245-3933 / 800-456-8265 or www.jmtank.com
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36002 AL HWY. 21, TALLADEGA, AL

(256) 362-4261

R.K. ALLEN, SR.
President

R.K. ALLEN, JR.
Vice President

W.K. ALLEN, SR.
Vice President

FAMILY OWNED AND 
OPERATED SINCE 1965

RK ALLEN OIL CO., INC. is the premier distributor 
of motor fuels and lubricants for the state of Alabama, 
Georgia and the panhandle of Florida & Mississippi. 
We are the number one supplier of fuels and 
lubricants for the area’s largest industries including: 
Agriculture, Automotive, Timber, Mining/Quarries, Steel, 
Construction and Commercial.
We strive to maintain customer satisfaction with 
outstanding service and professionalism. 
We take pride in our excellent service and reliability!
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State officials name General Fund budget, bipartisan 
cooperation among achievements during 2018 legislative session

complishments, citing it as 
evidence of ongoing eco-
nomic growth in Alabama.

“Our budgets are 
strong and our financial 
health is good,” she said.  
“Today, we budget with a 
more balanced model that 
has improved the way we 
fund state government. 
More Alabamians are 
working today than ever 
before, and our economy 
continues to grow and 
prosper.  We can all be 
grateful for this progress.”

Hill also cited as an ac-
complishment a $1 million 
grant from the Alabama 
Land Trust for a Forever 
Wild nature preserve in 
northeast St. Clair County, 
near Springville.  “I am re-
ally happy about that,” the 
representative said. “I’m a 
fan of Forever Wild, and 
it’s good to set aside real 
estate for preservation.”

Hill was the sponsor 
of House Bill 66, which 
was signed by the gover-
nor in March and offers 
cities with populations be-
tween 12,000 and 25,000 
the option to allow their 
mayors to continue partic-
ipating in council votes or 
to remove the mayor’s au-
thority to vote (which had 
previously been required 
once a city reached a pop-
ulation of 12,000).

The measure, Hill said, 
will benefit local munic-
ipalities such as Moody 
and others throughout the 
state after publication of 
the 2020 census data.

Gov. Ivey said that an-
other significant accom-
plishment of the past year 
has been “establishing a 
strong bipartisan relation-
ship” within the Alabama 
Legislature, and she ex-
pressed hopes that the 
Legislature will address 
infrastructure during the 
coming session.  

“If we want to com-
pete in a 21st century 

global economy, we must 
improve our infrastruc-
ture by investing more in 
our roads, our bridges and 
our ports.  Improving our 
infrastructure…is an in-
vestment in economic de-
velopment, public safety 
and local communities.  It 
has been nearly three de-
cades since we last made 
any changes to our current 
funding, and the challenge 
has grown with the pass-
ing of time.  Now is the 
time to increase our in-

vestment.”
According to Ivey, for-

mer Gov. Thomas Kilby 
called for improved infra-
structure when he was in-
augurated a century ago in 
1919, as did former Gov. 
Lurleen Wallace upon her 
inauguration 50 years later 
in 1969.  

“I am very hopeful that 
50 or 100 years from now, 
governors will not have 
to include requests to im-
prove our infrastructure,” 
Gov. Ivey said.

Above, Rep. Craig Lipscomb is greeted by Gov. Ivey during a reception 
for new legislators.  Lipscomb represents House District 30, which 
includes portions of St. Clair and Etowah counties.  At right, Sen. Jim 
McClendon participates in a bill-signing ceremony with the governor 
at the state Capitol.
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2018 marked by low unemployment,
job development in St. Clair County

St. Clair County experienced another incred-
ible year filled with expansions and new invest-
ment into the community.

St. Clair County Economic Development 
Council Executive Director Don Smith said re-
tail activity continues to be strong with grow-
ing retail sales and new investment in St. Clair 
County.

“Limited retail vacancy throughout the coun-
ty has encouraged new construction and the 
rapid backfilling of shopping centers,” Smith 
said. “The long-expected closure of K-Mart 
and Winn-Dixie in Pell City allowed for the 
announcement of new tenants backfilling their 
store space within weeks.  These new tenants are 
now generating more retail sales than the former 
retailers.”

St. Clair County Commission Chairman Paul 
Manning said they were sad to see the Winn-Dix-
ie and K-Mart close.

“We had been working with the City of Pell 
City and the shopping center owner on new 
tenants moving into that center as soon as they 
announced they were closing their local store,” 
Manning said. “It is important to be proactive 
with so much changing in retail these days.”

County officials said Premiere Cinema’s new 
entertainment center, as well as McSweeney Au-
tomotive, recently opened their newest state-of-
the-art facilities that are expected to draw visi-
tors from the surrounding counties.

“The future of retail projects look positive as 
negotiations are currently taking place with ad-
ditional retailers for the development of a new 
retail center as well as smaller fast food and retail 
stores throughout St. Clair County,” Smith said.   

Job creation
Smith said the strength of retail growth in St. 

Clair County is due to a number of factors but 
job creation is one of the strongest.

“Since October 2016, Honda Manufacturing 
of Alabama announced an additional $150 mil-
lion expansion to its $2.6 billion facility adjacent 
to St. Clair County,” Smith said. “Roughly, 1,200 
of the Honda’s 4,500 employees live in St. Clair 
County.”

Manning is proud of St. Clair County’s two 
larger employers as they both experienced ex-
pansions during 2018.

He said Unipres of Alabama announced a $40 
million expansion in Steele with the addition of 
70 new employees to their location in the north-
ern section of the county. This expansion will 
increase Unipres’ employment level to over 270 
employees.

Also, Eissmann Automotive, in Pell City, is 
close to completing its $17 million expansion 
that will add an additional 200 new employees to 
its current 600-employee payroll.

Smith said since 2016, there have been 14 
new or expanding manufacturing companies in 
St. Clair County. The expansions resulted in 496 
new jobs and $106 million in new capital invest-
ment.

Unemployment remains low 
“The unemployment rate continues to remain 

well below the national and state average,” Smith 
said. “The December unemployment rate for St. 
Clair County from 2018, recently released, was 
3.2 percent compared to the State of Alabama’s 
unemployment rate of 3.9 percent.”  

Smith noted that St. Clair County has a di-
verse retail, manufacturing and employer base.  
Employment and investment has continued to 
grow in all sectors with the largest growth tak-
ing place in the automotive manufacturing and 
healthcare sector. A recent 2018 survey of exist-
ing industries revealed no employers expected to 
reduce employment in 2019.   

“All of these factors have contributed to St. 
Clair County being ranked seventh in the Gov-
ernment and Economic Development Institute of 
Auburn University’s 2018 Alabama Economic 
Vitality Index,” Smith said. “It factors in popula-
tion growth, unemployment, educational attain-
ment and household income growth throughout 
all the counties in Alabama.”

Manning said the last few years have been in-
credible for St. Clair County.  

“Because of our current prospect activity 
level and our community’s focus on workforce 
readiness, I believe we will continue to see eco-
nomic growth and prosperity for years to come,” 
Manning said.

Finances
Chief Financial Officer Donna Wood said the 

ending fund balance for the General Fund oper-
ating budget grew by one percent for FY2018.

“This is mainly due to ad valorem tax reve-
nue increasing by two percent from the prior year 
FY2017, and sales tax revenue increasing by six 
percent from FY2017,” Wood said. “The new 
Simplified Sellers Use tax (from on-line sales) 
increased by 43 percent totaling $350,755 for 

FY2018.”
Wood said FY2018 added a new tobacco tax 

revenue that began July 1, 2018, and for the short 
period of time, collections brought in $125,887.  
Mortgage/deed tax revenue increased 12 percent 
for FY2018.

“Overall, the General Fund revenues grew 
one percent,” Wood said. “Capital outlay for 
FY2018 consisted of a new roof on the Ashville 
Administrative building totaling $148,791.”

Moving forward
Wood said that in FY2019, the General Fund 

revenues are projected to increase four percent.  
She said ad valorem and sales tax revenues are 
projected to increase steadily as FY2018 reve-
nues did.

“The simplified sellers use tax revenue 
will probably exceed the amount projected of 
$347,000,” Wood said. “The local county road 
fund will continue to provide financial support 
for the county engineer and road department to 
update the county’s infrastructure.”

Wood said the county’s latest audits (FY2016 
and FY2017) continue to receive unmodified 
opinions by the Examiners of Publics Accounts 
which is the best rating a county can receive.  
FY2018 audit is on track to continue this tra-
dition with the hard work and dedication of the 
staff.  

“In FY2018, the county paid over $1.7 mil-
lion toward retiring principal debt,” Wood said. 
“The RRR Gas Tax Warrants will pay off in No-
vember 2019, and the county’s debt for roads 
will be paid off.  The county continues to work 
toward the goal of ‘pay as you go’, and to be as 
debt free as possible.”  

Road Department
County Engineer Dan Dahlke said St. Clair 

County paved and/or did pavement preservation 
on about 50 miles of roadway in 2018.

“Road repairs will continue throughout the 
entire county as it is estimated that we have about 
130 miles of roadway still in need,” Dahlke said. 
“Bridges are another area the county puts high 
priority on as work is being done for a bridge re-
placement in the Springville area and two bridge 
rehabilitation projects in the Moody area. The 
county continues to work with cities and AL-
DOT to address other traffic concerns around our 
growing county.”

Final word
Manning said as good as 2018 was, he expects 

greater things to take place across the county in 
2019.

“All of our county employees have worked 
very hard to accomplish great things,” Manning 
said. “We look forward to handling the growth 
we feel is coming our way in the future.”

By GARY HANNER
Home staff writer

St. Clair County received a $350,000 Community Development Block Grant during 2018, 
which commissioners used to help resolve a railroad crossing issue in Brompton.  From left 
are State Sen. Jim McClendon, Governor Kay Ivey, Kenneth Boswell, director of the Alabama 
Department of Economic and Community Affairs; and county commission chairman Paul 
Manning.

Interest in local government was high in St. 
Clair County during 2018, as evidenced by 
voter turnout during the general election in 
November.

Ricky Parker became the newest member 
of the St. Clair County Commission when 
he took the oath of office in February.  A 
former Moody city councilman, Parker was 
appointed to the District 2 seat after former 
commissioner Ken Crowe was named reve-
nue commissioner.
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Georgia-Pacific celebrated the of-
ficial start of production at its newest 
lumber facility in Talladega during 
2018. 

The $100-million, 300,000-square-
foot, technologically advanced plant 
took nine months to complete. The 
plant currently employs more than 
130 full-time employees and will 
generate an estimated $5 million in 
annual payroll.

To celebrate the start-up, Geor-
gia-Pacific hosted a dedication on the 
facility’s grounds with state and com-
munity leaders. Among the guests 
were the Honorable Governor Kay 
Ivey, Georgia-Pacific President and 
CEO Christian Fischer and the city of 
Talladega Mayor Jerry Cooper.

“This investment in Talladega, 
and across Alabama, drives home our 
focus on providing long-term value 
to our customers, communities, em-
ployees and company,” said Fischer. 
“I’m proud of the many talented em-
ployees working at this site. We thank 
Governor Ivey and Mayor Cooper, 
and all our community friends and 
neighbors for supporting our oper-
ations and celebrating this achieve-
ment.”

Alabama represents a significant 
state for Georgia-Pacific’s opera-
tions. Currently, there are more than 
2,300 employees across eight facili-
ties that span all the company’s busi-
ness segments. In the last five years, 
Georgia-Pacific has invested approx-
imately $1.2 billion in its operations 
across the state.

 “Georgia-Pacific’s new lumber 
facility in Talladega is the company’s 
eighth location in the state, which 
further shows that Alabama is a great 
place to do business,” Governor Ivey 
said. “Our amiable business climate 
and unparalleled workforce are why 
notable companies like Georgia-Pa-
cific continue to do business in our 
great state.”

The new facility receives approx-
imately 150 log trucks a day and 
produces approximately 230 million 
board feet of lumber a year, with 
plans to expand production to 300 
million board feet per year in the near 
future. The facility’s current plan is to 
ship out approximately 50 truckloads 
of lumber each day.

 “The availability of talent and 
natural resources make Talladega an 
ideal site for this new lumber pro-
duction facility,” said Fritz Mason, 
vice president and general manager, 
Georgia-Pacific Lumber. “The city of 
Talladega, Talladega County and the 
state of Alabama have been incred-
ibly supportive of this new venture, 
and we look forward to a long and 
beneficial relationship.”

According to the University of 
Alabama’s economic modeling, the 
construction of the plant had an esti-
mated economic impact of more than 
$26 million on the city and county.

 “Georgia-Pacific has seven oth-
er wood and paper-related operating 
plants in the state,” said Calvin Mill-
er, executive director of the Tallade-
ga County Economic Development 
Authority. “This expansion illustrates 
their commitment to Talladega, Tal-
ladega County and the state of Ala-
bama for many years to come.”

The Talladega plant is the first of 
three new lumber production facili-
ties Georgia-Pacific will be opening 
in the Southeast by the end of 2019.

“The demand for lumber contin-
ues to improve as the housing mar-
ket recovers,” said Mason.  “We look 
forward to starting up our other two 
mills currently under construction in 
Warrenton, Georgia, in the spring and 
in Albany, Georgia, in late 2019.”

Georgia-Pacific lumber production 
returns to Talladega during 2018
Special to The Daily Home

Sydney A. Foster/Governor’s 
Office

Governor Kay Ivey was on hand 
to give remarks during grand 
opening ceremonies at Georgia-
Pacific’s Talladega facility in 
November.  The $100 million 
lumber production operation 
created 130 new jobs and 
began producing lumber in 
August.  Construction began in 
January of 2018.  Ivey greeted 
and spoke with city officials 
and Georgia-Pacific employees 
during her visit and, below, 
participated in the lumber 
cutting ceremony that officially 
opened the new facility.
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St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
hospital continues to ex-
pand its services, offering 
more medical treatments 
for local residents. 

“We’re growing year 
after year,” said Lisa 
Nichols, RN, MSHA, the 
hospital’s administrator 
for the past three years. 

St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
is a $32 million, two-sto-
ried, 79,000 square-feet, 
state-of –the-art facility, 
which opened in 2011. 
The hospital is located at 
7063 Veterans Parkway, 
Pell City, directly across 
the street from the Col. 
Robert L. Howard State 
Veterans Home.  

The facility currently 
employs more than 300 
associates. 

Nichols pointed to 
surgical services as one 
indicator of the hospi-
tal’s growth.  From Ju-
ly-December of 2018, the 
hospital saw a 46 percent 
increase in its surgical 
volume, compared to the 
same period in 2017. 

She said there is a 
focus on orthopedics ser-
vices, with the hospital 
offering total joint re-
placement surgeries for 
knees and hips. 

“We will bring the pa-
tient in before surgery,” 
Nichols said. 

Medical staff will 
complete an in-depth 
needs assessment for 
each patient. 

“The patient will meet 
with a physical therapist 
and go over what the pa-
tient needs to do prior to 
and after surgery,” Nich-
ols said. 

She said the physical 
therapist will also discuss 
home access with the pa-
tient, and a case manager 
can help determine if the 
patient will need special 
equipment. 

St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
has a physical therapy 
department where pa-
tients work with a thera-
pist during the recovery 
period without having to 
travel to Birmingham. 

The hospital has both 
a physical therapist and 
an occupational therapist. 

“Our ultimate goal is 
to care for you close to 
home,” Nichols said. 

She said a doctor only 
has to call and let the de-
partment know to sched-
ule a patient to complete 
their physical therapy 
closer to home. 

St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
has also expanded its 
eye care, dramatically 
increasing the number 
of cataract surgeries the 
hospital performs. 

Nichols said in that 
department St. Vincent’s 
St. Clair has gone from 
one physician seeing pa-
tients twice each month 
to four cataract surgeons 
and offering cataract sur-
gery two days a week. 

“Patients are thrilled 
to have this procedure 
done here and do not 
have to drive to Birming-
ham to have it done,” she 
said. 

The hospital now has 
a full-time speech thera-
pist. 

“We’ve always had 
speech therapy, but we 
added a full time speech 
therapist,” Nichols said. 

The speech therapist 
works with both adults 
and children with various 
speech disorders. 

She said the hospi-
tal has also expanded 
its Wound Care Center, 
which focuses on patients 
who have hard to heal 
wounds and who need 
advance care. 

Nichols said they 
have also expanded their 
sleep lab from two to four 
beds, and can complete 

sleep studies both at night 
and during the day. 

In all, St Vincent’ St. 
Clair has 21 different 
specialties.

“I could go on and 
on,” Nichols said. 

The hospital offers 
specialties in cardiolo-
gy, dermatology, family 
medicine, gastroenterolo-
gy, general surgery, hos-
pice and palliative med-
icine, internal medicine, 
nephrology, neurology, 
neurosurgery, OB-GYN, 
ophthalmology, ortho-
pedics, otolaryngology, 
pain management, pa-
thology, pediatrics, po-
diatry, pulmonology, ra-
diology, sleep medicine 
and advanced wound 
care. 

People can also use 
St. Vincent’s St. Clair 
service called, “Dial a 
Nurse,” a system-wide 

service that can inform 
patients as to which doc-
tors are affiliated with the 
hospital and what ser-
vices are available. 

Hospital officials said 
a doctor is only a phone 
call away.  The number 
for the “Dial a Nurse” 
service is 205-386-2382.

2018 marks another year of growth for St. Vincent’s St. Clair

By DAVID ATCHISON
Home staff writer

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
St. Vincent’s St. Clair continues to expand its medical services.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
St. Vincent’s St. Clair has a physical therapy department, making it more convenient for patients 
during their rehabilitation period.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
Lisa Nichols continues to lead St. Vincent’s St. 
Clair as hospital administrator. 
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Coosa Valley Medi-
cal Center has added new 
healthcare services while 
staying committed to the 
community it serves.

Glenn Sisk, CEO 
and president of CVMC, 
said the hospital is here 
for residents, working to 
make sure each patient 
gets the care he or she 
needs from the emergen-
cy room, labor and de-
livery, cardiac care, and 
even mental health issues 
for senior citizens.

Sisk through his 18-
year tenure with the med-
ical center has focused on 
improving health care for 
all citizens in an effort to 
serve them with added 
services that allows them 
to remain in their home-
town.

“We want people to 

remain in their commu-
nity for health care and 
not have to travel out of 
town,” he said.

In the meantime, Sisk 
said the hospital is com-
mitted to being good 
stewards. The hospital 
has put together Plan 
2020 representing 75 
years of service to the 
community by CVMC. 
In order to continue this 
long-standing tradition of 
compassionate delivery, 
three key pillars guide 
the hospital’s decision 
making. These pillars 
are “commitment to our 
patients and community, 
strategic growth and part-
nerships and practice of 
sound stewardship,” Sisk 
said.

New services CVMC 
are providing or will pro-
vide in the near future ac-
cording to Sisk are:

• The Senior Behav-
ioral Unit has been ap-
proved by the state to 
add five beds to the 15 
it already provides for 
seniors 65 and older fac-
ing mental health issues. 
While the unit has in the 
past had to turn away pa-
tients because of lack of 
vacant bed space, the ad-
ditional beds are now in 
use with full-time psychi-
atric care available. The 
unit employs 35.

• The hospital sold its 
skilled nursing facility to 
Prime Healthcare Cor-
poration/Prime Manage-
ment in 2018. Prime is 
now operating the nurs-
ing home and transitional 
care unit. This includes 
a 50-bed nursing home, 
along with a 35 bed tran-

sitional unit. Renovations 
are being made to the 
nursing home, with even-
tual construction added 
to it moving the transi-
tional care unit under the 
same roof.

• Another new ser-
vice being added in a 
few months is a Wound 
Care program. CVMC is 
entering into a partner-
ship with Healogics to 
offer full-time staffing 
of this program that will 
be housed in the medi-
cal center’s medical arts 
building. Five new jobs 
are being added for this 
program with a doctor 
and nurse practitioner in-
cluded.

• Bariatric surgery 
services is going to be 
available in the near fu-
ture at the hospital un-

der the direction of Dr. 
Matthew Dimon. It will 
provide more than just 
weight-loss surgery. The 
surgery can drastically 
improve the health and 
lifestyles of men and 
women.

• Meds to Beds is a 
service the hospital is 
moving forward with and 
is scheduled to be avail-
able in a few months. 
This is where a patient is 
discharged from the hos-
pital and prescriptions are 
provided as they leave. 
CVMC is working with 
local pharmacies on this 
which provides a conve-
nient service for patients.

While new services 
are added, the hospital 
is also doing some up-
grades for its Emergency 
Department, Sisk said.

New monitoring 
equipment is on the way, 
the flooring in the ER is 
being replaced in an ef-
fort to not only improve 
the clinical aspects but 
providing a more com-
fortable area for patients.

“The ER is open 24 
hours a day, seven days 
a week. There will be 
disruptions, but there is 
going to be significant 
upgrades,” Sisk added.

The hospital adminis-
trator said several depart-
ments have been recog-
nized for their service to 
patients.

Coosa Valley Labor 
& Delivery received the 
Blue Distinction Center 
for Maternity Care from 
Blue Cross Blue Shield 
for overall patient satis-
faction and a lower per-
centage of early elective 

deliveries.
Coosa Valley Hospice 

was awarded a Hospice 
Honors 2018 Award. 
The national award was 
given by the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid 
Services. CMS is part of 
the Department of Health 
and Human Services.

Other recipients of 
awards included Home 
Care Agency, this puts 
the agency in the top 500 
agencies of its type ac-
cording to CMS; ER, a 
Gold Plus Stroke Award 
from the American Heart 
Association for the care 
of stroke victims when 
they arrive in the emer-
gency room; and ICU, 
Beacon Award for Excel-
lence for patient care.

Sisk said CVMC is 
focused on recruiting 
new doctors to the com-
munity and have three ac-
tive searches under way 
in urology, neurology and 
internal medicine.

The hospital is work-
ing with an internal med-
icine resident at UAB, 
who will join the staff at 
CVMC when her training 
is completed in 2021.

While CVMC contin-
ues to be a driving force 
for health care in the 
community, it is faced 
with a disadvantage, as 
are other hospitals in the 
state.

Alabama is one of 14 
states who did not expand 
Medicaid coverage to its 
citizens. Sisk, like other 
health care officials, is 
asking the state Legisla-
ture and Gov. Kay Ivey to 
expand Medicaid.

“Alabama hospitals 
are receiving millions 
less in Medicaid pay-
ments every year com-
pared to other states. 
The state has one of the 
most restrictive Medicaid 
programs in the country. 
Many uninsured indi-
viduals depend on the 
emergency department 
for care. This ultimate-
ly drives up the cost of 
healthcare for everyone,” 
the CEO said.

Sisk said according 
to the latest information, 
hospitals provided more 
than $500 million in care 
for which they were not 
paid.

“Last year, CVMC 
provided $18.8 million  
in uncompensated care,” 
he said.

Sisk pointed out Med-
icaid expansion offers 
Alabama the opportunity 
to provide basic health 
insurance to more than 
300,000 individuals, 
most of whom are work-
ing.

“It’s a small invest-
ment; Alabama will nev-
er pay more than 10 cents 
on the dollar to cover the 
expanded population. 
Since 2014, Alabama 
has declined $1.7 billion 
annually in federal funds 

designated for the state 
for Medicaid. This is a 
lifeline for hospitals like 
us. This is shortsighted 
of our government not to 
expand,” he said.

In looking at the eco-
nomic impact the hospi-
tal has on the communi-
ty, it is one of the largest 
employers. It directly 
employs 650 people, of 
which 550 are employed 
by the hospital and a 100 
by Prime Management. 

CVMC generates a 

total labor income of 
$44,482,000 and has a 
total economic impact of 
$129,750,000.

The hospital is under 
the direction of the Sy-
lacauga Health Care Au-
thority. Members of the 
authority are John Floyd, 
chairman; Jesse Cleve-
land, vice chairman; Dr. 
Bill Mims, secretary/
treasurer; Dr. Mamoun 
Pacha; Dr. Steve Bowen; 
Dr. Shirley Spears; and 
Jerry Fielding.

2018 marks another year of growth for St. Vincent’s St. Clair CVMC adds new healthcare services, stays committed to community
By DENISE SINCLAIR
Home staff writer

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Besides providing a host of health care services to Sylacauga and neighboring communities, 
Coosa Valley Medical Center is one of the county’s largest employers, with 650 staff members.  
Its total economic impact on the area is more than $129 million.

File Photo
Glenn Sisk serves as CVMC’s president and 
CEO.  “We want people to remain in their com-
munity for health care and not have to travel 
out of town,” he said.
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+ Brookwood Baptist Medical Center + Grandview Medical Center + Encompass Lakeshore
+ Princeton Baptist Medical Center + Shelby Baptist Medical Center + St. Vincent’s Birmingham

+ St. Vincent’s East + St. Vincent’s Blount + UAB Medical West + Encompass Shelby

Two Talladega natives have assumed leadership roles 
at Citizens Baptist Medical Center in recent months.

Frank Thomas was named chief executive officer 
(CEO) in August of 2018, and Van McGrue was named 
chief nursing officer (CNO) in January.  

Thomas had most recently served as interim CEO 
and chief operating officer at Shelby Baptist Medical 
Center.  He began his career with the Baptist Health 
System in 1990 and later joined Siemens in Birming-
ham, where he served as senior project manager and as 
site executive.  He rejoined Baptist Health System as 
clinical director of IT before joining Citizens Baptist 
Medical Center several years later as director of oper-
ations/IT and subsequently executive director of sup-
port services.  He was named associate administrator of 
Shelby Baptist in 2013.

“Frank’s project management experience and sea-
soned tenure in the healthcare industry meld to provide 
tremendous insight in the role of CEO,” said Keith 
Parrott, chief executive officer of Brookwood Baptist 
Health.  “Frank is revered among his peers, and having 
previously been a part of the Citizens Baptist Family for 
a number of years, Frank is welcomed with open arms.  
I know he will lead by example and help drive forward 
the quality of care our Talladega community has come 
to know and expect from Brookwood Baptist Health.”

A nurse executive with more than 25 years’ expe-
rience, McGrue has held a number of managerial and 
director roles in private and public healthcare.  She be-
gan her career in Talladega in 1992 at the Northeast Ala-
bama Kidney Clinic and previously worked for Citizens 
Baptist during the late 1990s.  

She rejoined the local medical center in 2009 as the 
infection preventionist before being named director of 
outcomes.  In this role, she was pivotal in improving re-
imbursement by 6 percent within six months following 
implementation of the CDI program.  She later served 
as management director of nursing for medical surgical, 
where she contributed to achieving the highest improve-
ment in Hospital Consumer Assessment of Healthcare 
Providers and Systems (HCAHPS) at Citizens Baptist 
for the first six months of 2015.

“Van has proved herself to be a compassionate 

and dedicated nursing professional with a breadth of 
experience that allows her to successfully lead others 
through the actions she demonstrates,” Thomas said.  
“Her well-rounded portfolio has given her insight and 
strengthened her business acumen to understand how to 
deliver quality care in the face of challenges presented 
in today’s healthcare environment.”

Citizens Baptist also welcomed a new general sur-
geon in recent months. From emergent trauma to min-
imally invasive procedures, Dr. Denis Budrevich pro-
vides local, general and surgical care. He specializes 
in surgical consultations, dialysis access, hernia repair, 
appendectomies, colonoscopy and EGD, as well as col-
orectal, gallbladder, small bowel, breast and thyroid 
surgery. 

Dr. Budrevich completed medical school and his 
first residency in urology at Belarussian State Medical 
University in Minsk, Belarus. After practicing in the 
field of urology for eight years, he completed a second 
residency in general surgery at the University of Okla-
homa College of Medicine in Tulsa.

With roots extending more than 90 years, Brook-
wood Baptist Health represents the largest healthcare 
network in central Alabama.  The network’s community 
of care is comprised of five acute care hospitals with 
more than 1,700 licensed beds:  Citizens Baptist Med-
ical Center, Brookwood Baptist Medical Center, Princ-
eton Baptist Medical Center, Shelby Baptist Medical 
Center and Walker Baptist Medical Center.

Citizens Baptist welcomes new CEO, 
new CNO and new surgeon
Staff report

Submitted Photo
Frank Thomas

Submitted Photo
Van McGrue
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Our patient’s smiles say it all!

www.facebook.com/TalladegaDentist
BEN CONTRATTO, DMD

151 Stephen J. White Memorial Blvd. 
Talladega

Kind, Caring & Complete

Family Dentistry

Most Insurance Accepted
Open: Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

New Patients Welcome
Call for appointment

•General & Cosmetic Dentistry
•Preventive  •Restoration 

 •Teeth Whitening

256-362-8511
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109 Coosa St. East, Suite A,Talladega
 (Located Behind  Post Office)

(256)362-4872

ALABAMA
EYE CLINIC

JOSEPH SCHNORBUS, OD

We accept: BCBS, Southland, Medicare, ALL Kids, Medicaid, 
VSP,  Healthspring, Blue Advantage, 

United Health Care/Spectera Vision, Eyemed & Viva 
Other type insurance may be accepted.

Please call for verification.

•Routine Eye Exams  •Trauma & Injury  
•Contact Lenses •Eye Glasses 

•Macular Health Screening 
•Eye Disease Treatment

Now
Accepting

New
Patients!
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2018 brings new superintendent, new 
successes for Talladega City schools

Submitted Photo
Van McGrue

There have been a lot of new faces in the Talladega 
City School System this year, starting at the top of the 
chart.

Superintendent Tony Ball was hired over the sum-
mer after Terry Roller took a job with the state. Chief 
Schools Financial Officer Arthur Watts ended up fol-
lowing Roller, and was replaced by Leslie Bollendorf, 
formerly the CSFO for the Alabama Institutes for the 
Deaf and Blind.

Darian Simmons was tapped to head up the Career 
Tech Center, a new principal was in place at Graham 
Elementary and there was a new assistant principal at 
Zora Ellis Junior High School, and a new secretary at 
the central office, as well as a new system-wide technol-
ogy coordinator. “All of them bring in a lot of positive 
experience, from our system and from others,” Curricu-
lum Coordinator Pattie Thomas said.

“They’re good people who are all replacing good 
people,” Ball said.

Thomas mentioned the career center as a particular 
point of pride, allowing students to take electives and 
get post-graduation credit right on campus. It also pro-
vides an opportunity to partner with local businesses 
in mentor relationships, with the city of Talladega and 
with organizations like Worlds of Work. The career tech 
students are also given an opportunity to reach out to 
younger students in the system, either by visiting ele-
mentary schools or by hosting eighth graders.

At the other end of the age spectrum, Thomas said 
the system was also proud to be offering pre-k classes 
at all four elementary schools, thanks to grant funding 
from the state.

The system has also partnered with various outside 
entities for arts education, including the Ritz Theater. 
Students in the city system are also participating in the 
state art contest again this year, and in the county-wide 
spelling bee in Sylacauga.

The Summer Bridge Program, an enrichment and 
enhancement program for seventh and eighth graders, 
is back for the third year this summer, and local profes-
sionals all came together to welcome students back to 
school this year with the Walk of Heroes. And of course, 
the system’s technology is constantly being updated 
and improved, with Smart Panels in the classroom and 
Chromebooks for the students to take home.

The news on the system’s state report card was also 
good, with improvements almost across the board but 
much work yet to be done as well.

Students Services Coordinator Gloria Thomas (no 
relation) said that everyone was currently looking for-
ward to the first year with gyms at each of the system’s 
elementary schools, improved security at the individual 
school level, and continued success from the “Virtual 
School.” Students can log in at home and work with cer-
tified staff, allowing students dealing with an illness or 
a full-time job to keep up with their studies. It is also 
helpful to students who are not at their best in a conven-
tional setting.

Students without computer access at home will have 
access to Chromebooks, she added. And every high 
school student now has access to an advisor.

Ball also pointed to athletic success as a point of 
pride for the system. 

“We’ve always had a strong basketball program, 
and this year Coach (Chucky) Miller had his 750th win. 

He’s coached at two schools in three different classifi-
cations, and he’s had success with all of them. Our foot-
ball team made the playoffs back-to-back for the first 
time since 1994.”

Pattie Thomas also pointed out numerous other ex-
tra-curricular activities at the high school, including a 
total of five THS students sitting first chair in the Coun-
ty Honor Band.

Ball also has ambitious plans for the coming year, 
including the creation of a fine arts program for elemen-
tary school students, opening more lines of communi-
cation with business and community leaders and being 
more transparent and fiscally responsible.

He added that he hopes to accomplish these things 
thanks to his executive team, including both Mrs. 
Thomases. 

“I’ve been really impressed with the work they’ve 
done and I’m blessed to have them,” he said. “We are 
also blessed with excellent principals, teachers, support 
staff, parents and students.”

By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

Submitted Photo
Tony Ball is the new superintendent of Talla-
dega City Schools.  During the coming year, 
he hopes to improve the school system’s fiscal 
responsibility and communication with the 
community.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
C.L. Salter Elementary School was recognized as a Be Healthy School, one of many successes 
enjoyed by Talladega City Schools during 2018.
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Are You
Fighting Back
or Knee Pain?

Our specialized
braces could be
your solution!!

Comfortable
Proven Braces

201 W. Fort Williams, Suite 28
Sylacauga, AL 35150

256-245-1411  |  877-245-1411

Licensed fitters that will come to you!

We also carry  
power wheelchairs!

Gain your independence & 
improve your quality 

of life today.

Both of these items 
are covered by most 
insurances with little 

or no cost to you!! 

Call us today!!
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Doctors at our Pell City location:

Michael Bailey, MD Electrophysiologist
Andrew Brian, MD Cardiologist
Joshua Cockrell, MD Interventional Cardiologist 
Corey Coleman, MD Electrophysiologist  
Brian Flowers, MD Cardiologist  
Brian Snoddy, MD Interventional Cardiologist
Jason Thompson, MD Cardiologist        
Jacob Townsend, MD Interventional Cardiologist 

Birmingham Heart Clinic
Northside Medical Home

Drs. Michael Bailey & Brian Snoddy not present in photo

Trussville Office
100 Pilot Medical Drive

Suite 300
205-856-2284

Happy Heart Month
from

Open Monday-Friday

Birminghamheart.com

Pell City Office
74 Plaza Drive

Suite 2-B
205-815-4818
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Central Alabama Community College earns Leader College status
Staff report

A member of the Achieving the Dream (ATD) network, Central Ala-
bama Community College has received Leader College recognition for its 
progress in improving student success.

ATD awarded the status to CACC last month, along with five other col-
leges in Maryland, Texas, Tennessee, Wisconsin and California.  

“I’m very proud to recognize a new group of Achieving the Dream Net-
work colleges that are advancing equity, offering a more impactful student 
experience and achieving stronger measurable results,” said Dr. Karen A. 
Stout, president and CEO of Achieving the Dream.  “Leader Colleges’ gains 
in student success and progress toward improving outcomes for all students 
make them examples for their peers.”

As a Leader College, CACC – which has campuses in Talladega and 
Childersburg – is eligible for grant-funded learning initiatives and to com-
pete for the ATD’s top national award, the Leah Meyer Austin Award, which 
comes with a $25,000 prize.  ATD is a network of institutions of higher ed-
ucation, state policy teams and investors supporting economic opportunity 
and success for 4 million community college students.

During 2018, CACC also received a $696,894 grant from the Appala-
chian Regional Commission, which has been used to fund 25 student schol-
arships, electronics lab equipment, two Kuka robot trainers, hydraulic and 
pneumatic Parker trainers, a 3D printer and a new roofing system for the 
Childersburg campus’ machine shop and CNC department.

“The grant has helped us to expand programs and purchase equipment,” 
said CACC president Dr. Susan Burrow.  “We have strengthened our rela-
tionships with local business and industry through the Appalachian Region-
al Commission.

Other accomplishments at CACC during 2018 include:
• The appointment of Dr. Douglas Flor as the college’s first dean of 

workforce development.  
• Increased enrollment in its nursing program.  CACC’s graduating class 

of May 2018 achieved an 89 percent NCLEX passing rate, and summer 
LPN graduates achieved 100 percent.

• Economic impact in local communities of $3.7 million in direct em-
ployee spending, $3 million in college spending and $24.5 million in stu-
dent spending.

• CACC’s six-year partnership with E.H. Gentry Technical Facility in 
Talladega continues to grow.  The partnership assists students with sensory 
and non-sensory disabilities to attend college.  Twelve students are partici-
pating in the program this semester.

Submitted photo
Mathew Beam, a junior at Winterboro High School, is enrolled 
in CACC’s welding program.  He has been nominated and 
selected as the “Go Build Alabama” Student of the Month for 
February.  Students receiving the recognition are eligible for 
a $1,000 scholarship to further their education in the con-
struction industry.
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CENTRAL
TO YOU,

CENTRAL TO 
YOUR SUCCESS

CENTRAL
ALABAMA

COMMUNITY
COLLEGE
Enroll Today

at the Talladega Center!
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2018 a record-setting year for Talladega College

Curtis & Son
Funeral Home

256-245-4361
1315 Talladega Highway • Sylacauga
1099 1st Street NW • Childersburg

Curtis and Son Funeral Home has been 
serving the Sylacauga and Childersburg 

area for more than 43 years.  We 
understand how difficult losing a loved one 
can be, and we truly care about those we 
serve, and make every effort to comfort 
each family who comes to us in need.

Whether your need is immediate or you wish to plan 
in advance, we are committed and available to give 
you the best possible guidance and support. Please 
contact us if you would like more information about 
our services.

Barry Curtis, Manager
& Elder Care Attorney

www.curtisandsonfh.com
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Talladega College kicked off 2019 by officially 
opening its new student residence hall, an accomplish-
ment that has been six years in the making.

The long-awaited opening of the new hall rep-
resents completion of the first major construction on the 
school’s campus since the 1970s.  Comprising 45,000 
square feet, the dormitory contains 103 suites that can 
house 201 students.

Dr. Billy Hawkins, Talladega College’s president, 
said planning for the new building began six years ago 
and is an example of how much progress has been made 
at the college in recent years.  Construction is still un-
derway on a new student center and gymnasium and on 
a museum to house the college’s prized Hale Woodruff 
Amistad Murals.

Other significant achievements, accomplishments 
and happenings at Talladega College during the past 
year include the following.

At the end of January, the college was named School 
of the Month for March 2019 by The Tom Joyner Foun-
dation.

In November, the college welcomed Frank Jennuzi, 
grandson of its seventh president, as speaker during its 
151st Founder’s Day festivities.

In October, it was announced that the current year’s 

enrollment at Talladega College is 1,217, an increase 
of 55.5 percent from the 2017-18 term and an all-time 
record for the school.  The total includes students from 
24 countries.  Hawkins cited the enrollment as more ev-
idence of progress, saying that only 280 students were 
enrolled during his first years as the college’s adminis-
trator.

Talladega College joined the Community Foun-
dation of Northeast Alabama in breaking ground on 
the Open Spaces Sacred Places area on campus, near 
DeForst Chapel.  Funded by a $10,000 grant from the 
foundation, the project creates a public space for reflec-
tion and thought.

Hawkins was appointed to serve on President Don-
ald Trump’s advisory committee on Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities, and White House officials 
visited Talladega to attend opening convocation cere-
monies in September.

In August, Talladega College was named one of the 
384 best colleges in the Southeast by Princeton Re-
view’s annual college guide, and it began offering its 
first master’s degree program.

The college’s softball and baseball teams earned 
spots in the NAIA national tournaments.

A number of new appointments was made to the 
college’s staff, including Emmanuel Pina, director of 
alumni affairs; Dr. Doris Clark-Sarr, senior director of 
development; Seddrick T. Hill Sr., vice president of in-

stitutional advancement; Dr. Vandrea Watts, assistant 
director of institutional effectiveness and director of the 
Quality Enhancement Plan; and Mary Sood, public re-
lations director.

Staff report

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Talladega College president Dr. Billy Hawkins has been named to the President Trump’s adviso-
ry committee on Historically Black Colleges and Universities.
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Coosa Valley Elementary
Iola Roberts Elementary

Walter M. Kennedy Elementary
Eden Elementary

Williams Intermediate
Duran South Junior High
Duran North Junior High

Pell City High

3105 15th Avenue North
Pell City, AL  35125 205-884-4440

Board of Education

Superintendent - Dr. Michael Barber

Board Members

District One - Joe Sawyer - Board Member

District Two - Laurie Henderson - Chairman 

District Three - Laurie Henderson - Board Member 

District Four - Tammie Williams - Board Member

District Five - Tammie Williams- Vice Chairman

Board Attorney - Brandi Huff ord

Our Mission
Pursuing Excellence . . . 
One Student at a Time
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Pell City

About Oak Circle Assisted Living
•16 bed, state licensed facility providing care to the 
  elderly and disabled 
•3 home cooked meals and 3 snacks daily, 
•Daily activities - Our activities include: Arts & craft s,
 Neurological stimulating games, Bingo, Board games,
 Exercising such as Yoga, Walking, and light Aerobics. 
•Laundry service and an onsite hair salon. 
•We also off er transportation assistance if needed. 
•Weekly church service and music. 

205-884-HOME
605 15th St N, Pell City, AL 35125
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All staff are trained in CPR and First Aid.
For more information call or stop by.

OAK CIRCLE
ASSISTED 

LIVING

The greatest gift Ala-
bama Anesthesiology & 
Pain Consultants (AAPC) 
gives its patients is relief. 

Serving Pell City 
residents for the past 18 
years, the practice’s pri-
mary goal is “to provide 
patients relief from their 
pain through a multidis-
ciplinary approach and 
rehabilitate the patient to 
a productive lifestyle.”

Practice manager Joel 
Bloomston, who is also a 
degreed radiology techni-
cian, has been at AAPC 
since 2013. “I wear a lot 
of hats,” he said. “From 
accounts receivable and 
payable to helping with 
procedures, whatever is 
needed.” 

Ensuring patients are 
properly cared for is the 
top priority for Bloom-
ston and the staff at 
AAPC. The clinical staff 
consultants are Matthew 
Bennett, M.D.; Shan-
nan Garvey, certified 
registered nurse anes-
thetist (CRNA); Corey 
Gilliland, D.O., Amer-
ican Academy of Pain 
Management; Edina von 
Rottenthaler, M.D.; Car-
ly Garvey, P.A.; Jessica 
Marshman, P.A.; and 
Bloomston. 

AAPC is convenient-
ly located in Pell City at 
2804 Dr. John Haynes 
Drive.

Providing relief for 
patients is its top priority. 
Assuring this priority is 
met, Bloomston said the 
top treatments patients 
come in for are neck and 
back pain, migraines, 
pain-causing blood disor-
ders and various ailments 
that could cause chronic 
pain. 

Over the course of the 
staff’s years of fulfilling 
its calling as pain reliev-
ers one of their greatest 
compliments/testimoni-
als occurred just recently. 

“Yesterday, a patient 
hugged one of our doc-
tors because she found 
out though an MRI 
that she had a possible 
life-threatening bone 
disease that was detect-
ed early enough,” said 
Bloomston. “Any time a 
patient doesn’t need med-
icine any longer, that’s a 
great testament.”

AAPC uses an epidur-
al spinal cord stimulator, 
that sends a message to 
the brain, significantly re-
ducing pain sensations to 
the extremities. This pro-
cedure in most cases pro-
vides relief 80-90 percent 
of the time, according to 
Bloomston.  

Some of the toughest 
cases the practice has 
seen are radio frequency 
ablations. This treatment 
burns the nerve, which is 
the median nerve. “I’ve 
seen a patient go from 
bed ridden to walking 
and taking their grand-
kids around,” he said.

For potential patients 
who’ve considered visit-
ing the qualified staff at 
AAPC Bloomston says 
this is what you need to 
know: “We’re here to 
help patients to get out of 
this thing of thinking that 
they can never overcome 
their pain. AAPC can 
help you get through the 
pain.” 

For instance, if a pa-
tient comes in with pain 
on a scale from 8-10, 
AAPC’s goal is to get 
their pain level to a 3 or 
4 out of 10. “The most 
important thing to me is 
that a patient needs a pos-

itive outlook,” Bloom-
ston said. “When you 
have a positive outlook 
and always put God first, 
there’s always potential 
for a cure or help.”

Another way AAPC 
is providing that help 
is through its addiction 
clinic. Every other Friday 
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. the 
clinic helps people over-
come opiate and other 
drug addictions. 

“This is suboxone 
therapy and medicine 
management,” said 
Bloomston. “The addic-
tion clinic is very import-
ant to us. People come 
to us after getting in car 
wrecks or after enduring 
sport injuries and have 
been on high regimen of 
opiates for an extended 
period of time. We fol-
low all CDC, DEA and 
Alabama Board of Medi-
cal Examiners guidelines 
and don’t put our patients 
in danger.” 

Suboxone treats opi-
ate/narcotic addiction 
and has been extremely 
successful with positive 
outcomes.

Seeking to help pa-
tients in every way pos-
sible, AAPC this month 
began to help those look-
ing to make a life chang-
ing decision of living 
a healthy lifestyle. On 
February 8, the practice 
launched its wellness 
and weight loss division 
where patients will re-
ceive a nutrition guide-
line, exercise plan and 

B12 injections to increase 
their energy levels. This 
program allows patients 
to make the first step of 
living their best healthy 
life as they learn ways 
to get back on track and 
take care of their bodies.

A true community 
supporter, Alabama An-
esthesiology & Pain Con-
sultants gives back to the 
community by providing 

the most important thing 
to the residents of Pell 
City and its neighbor-
ing areas—an enhanced 
quality of life.

If you’re experienc-
ing chronic pain, discov-
er a new level of comfort 
you could soon be living 
in by visiting Alabama 
Anesthesiology & Pain 
Consultants. For more 
information, visit www.
aaapcmd.com or call 
205-338-6655.

Providing relief from chronic pain is goal of Pell City practice
By Amanda E.H. Pritchard
Special to The Daily Home

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Alabama Anesthesiology & Pain Consultants is at 2804 Dr. John Haynes Drive in Pell City.

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Providing relief for patients dealing with chronic pain is the goal of the practice and its staff.

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Members of the friendly staff at Alabama Anes-
thesiology & Pain.
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The 2018 year was 
a successful one, es-
pecially in three areas 
according to Sylacauga 
Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Jon Segars.

Segars is starting his 
eighth month as Syla-
cauga’s newest superin-
tendent. Prior to being 
named superintendent, 
Segars was the system’s 
director of career and 
technical education and 
assistant principal at Sy-
lacauga High School.

In looking back, Se-
gars said the system was 
successful in academics, 
art and athletics. 

“We saw our system 
get better in 2018 with 
marked improvement. 
Sylacauga High School 
got better across the 
board,” he said.

In January, the state 
released report cards for 
each system on testing 
results in 2018. Those 
results showed  marked 
improvement at SHS. 
The school chief said 
scoring indicators mea-
sure academic achieve-
ment, academic growth 
and chronic absenteeism 
for all Alabama schools.

“In addition to those 
factors, high schools 
are also graded on the 
school’s graduation rate 
and college and career 
readiness aptitude,” Se-
gars said. “While aca-
demic achievement is 
based on the combined 
student performance in 
standardized tests, aca-
demic growth differs in 
that this category mea-
sures improvement from 
August benchmark tests 
to April standardized 
testing.”

Segars said indica-
tors show the system 
should do better in 2019. 

The superintendent 
pointed out 70 percent 
of the high school’s 
graduating class went 
on to college. He said 
college and career read-
iness scores have gone 
up. 

He also said the ca-
reer technical education 
program is growing each 
year with 50 classes of-
fered in grades three 

through 12. “Not many 
schools can tout what 
we have in career tech. 
We continue to do well 
in this and we are com-
peting on the state and 
national levels with our 
students in FBLA (Fu-
ture Business Leaders 
of America) and HOSA 
(Health Occupation Stu-
dents of America). We 
are going to be strong 
this year in competi-
tions in the middle and 
high school levels in the 
spring. In 2018 we add-
ed six new programs in 
career tech and continue 
to evolve with the job 
market providing what 
the community wants,” 
Segars said.

“The career tech 
program has classes in 
medical health science, 
repairing machines such 
as computers and we 
started a certified nurs-
ing assistant program. 
Two registered nurses 
are teaching our health 
science programs. Stu-
dents can have instant 
jobs when they come 
out of high school com-
pleting these programs,” 
he said.

The second area, 
Segars said, the school 
system improved in was 
the arts. The arts include 
the system’s show choir, 
band and theater. The 
system, he said, invest-
ed a lot in the area of the 
arts with seven teachers. 
These seven teachers 
are being paid out of the 
system’s pockets.

The investment is 
paying off, Segars said. 
“Jack Vest was named 
Elementary Art Teacher 
of the Year in the state. 
We have some power-
house teachers encour-
aging students in the 
arts,” the superintendent 
said.

Students in the arts 
have opportunities in 
college for scholarships 
in band, choir and the-
ater, too, said Segars.

2018 was also a suc-
cess for athletics. The 
superintendent said of-
ten success in the class-
room leads to success in 
athletics, and vice versa.

“Our Aggie boys 
basketball team were 
state champions. Nine 

out of 14 varsity teams 
at the high school made 
the playoffs. Our athlet-
ic director, Coach Matt 
Griffith, is doing a great 
job. If the athletes aren’t 
performing in the class-
room, then they can’t 
play. Academics, arts, 
and athletics have all 
had success in 2018 and 
should do the same in 
2019,” Segars added.

When it comes to 
2019, Segars said the 
focus is back to the ba-
sics with work to do in 
math and reading. Im-
provement is sought in 
math in the upper grades 
and reading in the lower 
grades.

“The State Depart-
ment of Education lis-
tens to our needs and 
pushes resources our 
way to make improve-
ments. We’ve invested a 
lot of money in teacher 
training and it is paying 
off. We just received 
word that our high 
school teacher, Janon 
Green has been named 
Mathematics Teacher of 
the Year for the South-
ern Region. This award 
is because of the last 18 
months of work she has 
done at SHS,” he said.

On being super-
intendent for the past 
seven months, Segars 
said he is having a ball 
learning about the sys-
tem and its successes 
every day. “I’m going 
to work to keep get-
ting better one day at a 
time, while working to 
make this system even 
more successful. As far 
as complaints I don’t 
hear many. Our schools 
are well funded by help 
of the community and 
state. I think we have ev-
erything we need in our 
schools. That’s nice. Of 
course, there are always 
wants out there.”

Segars said after 
being selected super-
intendent he would be 
visiting schools immedi-
ately. He said he would 
immediately get with 
the principals, walk and 
talk with them in their 
schools.

He continues to be in 
the schools, spending as 
much time as his sched-
ule will allow there.

Early Learning

Director: Faith Maxwell

   Little Footprints
    Child Development Center

3501 Cogswell Ave., (Hwy. 78E) Pell City, AL 
Center 205-338-3238 or Director 205-369-8553

“Preparing little feet to step into their destiny”

Faith Ventures International, Inc.

211 19th St. South  |  Pell City

Child Care, 
Development       &

72 Years Quality Child Care

ABeka Christian Curriculum, Phonics Based, 
Closed Circuit Security System

OPEN
REGISTRATION
 6 WEEKS TO K5

105 E. Spring St., Sylacauga • 256-249-2300

First United Methodist
Kindergarten & Daycare

Blocks & Tots
DaycareState

Licensed
Irene 

Bryant,
Monday-Friday  6AM - 5PM Owner

6 weeks old to 13 years old
520 West 9th St.
Sylacauga 256.369.1712 or 256.369.1713

New Beginnings Childcare 
and...LLC

1350 McMillan Street E., Talladega
256-362-7869

Fax 256-362-5969

•Certified Teacher on Staff
•Family Guidance Center of AL Accepted
•State Certified Open Mon.-Fri. 

5:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Ages 
3 Weeks to
 12 Years

202 Bruce Etheridge Parkway | Pell City, AL

(205) 338-1133

Pell City Child Development
State License Childcare
Doris Harrell
Owner
Patresse Rivers
Director
3 weeks - 12 YearsDay Care & Pre-K | 6 Weeks to K-5

ABEKA Program.
We Provide Breakfast, Lunch & Snacks.

Center is an equal opportunity provider.

Angela
Pearson,
Owner

225 South Davis Ave. • 256-245-3107

Serving children 6 weeks to 5 years of age. USDA Meals Served 
with Infant Formula Provided. Office of School Readiness
PreK Classroom. Certified Early Childhood Teaching Staff.

State approved Creative Curriculum.
Children are accepted regardless of race, religion, disability, national origin or sex.

Cheaha Regional Head Start
Talladega Early Head Start/

Head Start Center
617 W. Coosa Street, Talladega | 256.362.8962

A division of
TCR Child Care

Corporation

Kingdom Authority 
Ministries Day Care

4610 Desoto Caverns Pkwy•Childersburg

256.378.6700

Full Time $80
After School $40

Email: kingdomkidz@att.net
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Providing relief from chronic pain is goal of Pell City practice Sylacauga schools make successful
investment in career tech, arts, athletics
By DENISE SINCLAIR
Home staff writer

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Providing relief for patients dealing with chronic pain is the goal of the practice and its staff.

File Photo
Members of the Sylacauga Board of Education include, from left, Ja-
nean Crawford, president; Melissa Garris, vice president; and Dr. Steve 
Marlowe.  Not shown are Amy Price and Dr. Rehka Chadalawada.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
Dr. Jon Segars was named superintendent of Sylacauga schools during 
2018.  He had previously served as the system’s director of career 
and technical education and as assistant principal of Sylacauga High 
School.
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Grizzard
LivinG aidS

Improving Lives Through Better Mobility

Straight & Curved 
Rail Stairlifts

Terry Grizzard
Owner

Brenton Young
Service Mgr.

Grizzard LivinG aids
Improving lives through better mobility since 1993

1227 Noble Street, Anniston, AL • 237-2006
www.glalifts.com

Interior Vehicle 
Lifts

Exterior Vehicle 
Lifts

Turning
Automotive Seats

Grizzard LivinG aids
Improving lives through better mobility since 1993

1227 Noble Street, Anniston, AL • 237-2006
www.glalifts.com

1227 Noble St.
Anniston, AL 

 
256-237-2006
tgrizzard@glalifts.com

www.glalifts.com

We only sell the best quality equipment
because we want it to always work properly.
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A total of seven local teachers have been designated 
as National Board Certified Teachers (NBCT).

They include:
• Jodi Shaw, Pinecrest Elementary School, Sylacau-

ga.
• Heather Adams, Moody Elementary School, St. 

Clair County.
• Charles Etheredge, Moody Junior High School, St. 

Clair County.
• Leslie Hughes and Crystal Mitchell, Walter M. 

Kennedy Elementary School, Pell City.
• Andrew Jackson and Audrey Wyatt, Eden Elemen-

tary School, Pell City.

The local teachers are among 171 who received the 
certification late last year.  National Board Certification 
is a voluntary teaching credential that goes beyond state 
licensure.  It focuses on advanced standards for all teach-
ers and their classroom accomplishments.

As of January, 2,703 National Board Certified Teach-
ers are on the faculties of Alabama public schools.  The 
total has increased by more than 12 percent since 2010.  
According to state education officials, schools with Na-
tional Board Certified Teachers are often characterized 
by better teacher morale, retention and increased com-
munity involvement.  

Following is a list of local teachers who have 
achieved National Board certification, according to the 
NBCT directory.

Talladega County Schools
Gale Bickers Allen, Philip Cosper, Martha Drum-

mond Parton, Carol Edwards, Mary Forbus, Rita Harper, 
Shannon Hill, Alisa Huffaker, Denise Ivey, Anna Jones, 
Amanda Spurling, Neva Smith, Kim Knight, Elizabeth 
Payne Peters, Tammy Pennington, Amber Pressley, Amy 
Smith and Christine Taylor.

Talladega City Schools
Nina Lackey, Cari Prickett Wilson, Pattie Thomas 

and Shana Webb.
Sylacauga City Schools

Patricia Bailey, Debbie Barnett, Ami Brooks, Chris-
tie Caine, Tricia Clark, Danny Culp, Lydia Davis, Selena 
Felkins, Leslie Hagan, Leigh Hall, Tonya Heartsill, Tan-
ya Ingram, Elizabeth Renn, Arista Scott, Carol Spray-
berry, Michelle White Kimber and Ruth Wilson Palmer.

Pell City Schools
Bridget Cain, Elizabeth Cox and Heather Harper.

St. Clair County Schools
Marsha Boswell, Jenni Carden, Joni Crowe, Amanda 

Donaho, Angela Dupre, Betty Foster Gunn, Ginger Free-
man, Tracy Garcia, Andrea Hastings Schomburg, Leslee 
Holliday-Stead, Brandy Hyatt, Tara Martin, Mary Mor-
row, Rebecca Moss, Kelley Peoples, Lisa Vaughn, Ter-
rie Walker Brasher, Sara Wendt, April West and James 
Wilder.

St. Clair, Pell City, Sylacauga educators 
achieve national certification
Staff report

File Photo
Walter M. Kennedy third-grade teacher Crystal Mitchell, second from left, is one of seven local 
teachers recently certified by the NBCT.  She was named Teacher of the Month for March f 2018 
by members of the Pell City Kiwanis Club, which regularly supports local teachers and their 
classrooms and schools.



THE DAILY HOME: UPDATESunday, February 24, 2019 1B

Craddock Health Center physicians have a proud heritage of medical care dating back to 1912.

Coosa Valley Medical Plaza
209 West Spring Street, Suite 200
Sylacauga, Alabama 35150

(256) 245-5241

CRADDOCK
Health Center

www.craddockhealthcenter.com

Quali ty Healthcare
for the Ent i re Communi ty

We want you to know that you and your good 
health are important to us. We appreciate the 

trust you place in us, and we will do everything 
possible to meet your health care needs.

Ammar Aldaher,
M.D.

Stephen R. Bowen, 
Ph.D., M.D.

Laura G. Deichmann, 
M.D.

Walter Pinson,
M.D.

Imad Khdair, 
M.D.
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Sylacauga City School System is governed by a five-member 
Board of Education whose members are appointed by the 
City Council of Sylacauga for staggered five-year terms. This 
group formulates the policies that govern the entire system.

The Sylacauga Board of Education holds monthly meetings on 
the fourth Tuesday of each month.  Meeting dates are subject 
to change and will be posted on the website and at each 
school building.

BOARD MEMBERS
•Dr. Steven Marlowe  •Amy Price •Melissa Garris  

•Janean Crawford  •Dr. Rekha Chadalawada

Dr. Jon Segars, Superintendent

43 North Broadway Ave. | Sylacauga, AL 35150  

256-245-5256

Mission Statement
 The mission of Sylacauga City Schools, in partnership with families 

and the community, is to prepare graduates who are ready for college, 
career, and community success.

Sylacauga City Schools is an equal opportunity employer and educator who fully and actively supports equal 
access for all people regardless of race, color, religion, gender, age, national origin, veteran status, disability, 
genetic information or testing. Sylacauga City Schools prohibits retaliation against individuals who bring forth 
any complaint, orally or in writing, to the employer or the government, or against any individuals who assist or 
participate in the investigation of any complaint, or otherwise opposed discrimination.

Indian Valley Elementary School     
256-249-0397                 Monte B. Abner, Principal   

Nichols-Lawson Middle School     
 256-245-4376                 Gary Rivers, Principal      

Pinecrest Elementary School     
 256-245-5700                 Julie Green, Principal     

 Sylacauga High School     
 256-249-0911                 Charles Murphy, Principal   

SCHOOLS
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Talladega County’s representative on the Alabama 
Board of Education has been named to the board of direc-
tors of the National Association of State Boards of Edu-
cation (NASBE).

Stephanie Bell is one of five new members elected 
to the panel in November.  She represents state board of 
education District 3, which includes Talladega, and was 
reelected to a two-year term as regional officer for NAS-
BE’s Southern Region.

“I am honored to serve on the NASBE board of direc-
tors at a time of transition when states are working to re-
turn control of education to the state and local level,” Bell 
said.  “As the only organization established to provide 
support and networking opportunities for state school 
board members, NASBE brings leaders together to dis-
cuss solutions to common problems, including teacher 
preparation and shortages, student achievement, school 

safety and many other significant education issues.  My 
hope is that we will all continue to benefit as a result of 
our desire to support and strengthen communications 
among state board members across the United States.”

According to Kristen Amundson, NASBE president, 
NASBE board members will “lead our organization in its 
important work of empowering state boards to fully em-
brace their role as citizen leaders while continuing to of-
fer combined decades of expertise to meet ongoing needs 
and ensuring sustainability.”

The NASBE is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization 
aimed at providing state school board members with a 
voice in national policymaking and facilitating the ex-
change of innovative ideas.  

Bell is the longest currently-serving member of the 
Alabama Board of Education, having first been elected in 
1994, and has twice served as its vice president.  She has 
participated in numerous regional and national confer-

St. Clair, Pell City, Sylacauga educators 
achieve national certification

Staff report

State BOE member Bell elected to NASBE board of directors
ences, represented Alabama at the National Council of State 
Legislators’ Conference on Teen Health and Pregnancy Pre-
vention, was appointed to the Alabama Teacher Preparation 
Advisory Council and served on the national accreditation 
team for teacher education programs.

Photo Submitted/ Alabama Governor’s Office
State board of education member Stephanie Bell, whose district includes Talladega County, has 
been reelected to the NASBE board of directors.  She has served on the Alabama school board 
since 1994.
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The Talladega County School system has a great 
deal to be proud of from the past year, and is looking 
forward to continued progress in the year to come, ac-
cording to Superintendent Dr. Suzanne Lacey.

“Talladega County Schools current focus on science, 
technology, and engineering, the arts, and mathematics 
(STEAM) illustrates the district’s focus on ensuring 
students are college and career ready,” Lacey said. 
“Each of the 17 schools are currently working toward 
AdvancED STEM Certification.  Through this process, 
our hope is that we are preparing students for careers of 
tomorrow by exposing them to inquiry-based learning 
environments that encourages innovative and creative 
solutions to ‘real world’ issues.”

She added “The STEAM movement aligns perfectly 
with the district’s work for the past eleven years with 
project-based learning, a teaching method where stu-
dents gain knowledge and skills by investigating, re-
searching and responding to a ‘driving question.’  What 
makes project-based learning such a fluid strategy is that 
it encompasses four areas (the 4 Cs) that are critical for 
preparing students for a high-tech workforce: commu-
nication, critical thinking, creativity, and collaboration. 
In recent months, a fifth C, computational thinking, has 
been included.”

 The district has gotten some outside help along the 
way as well.

According to Lacey, “Along with two other school 
districts across the nation, Talladega County Schools 
received a $1 million grant from the National Sci-
ence Foundation to study ‘computational thinking.’  

Through this collaboration, we are currently develop-
ing a K-12 Computational Thinking Pathway to ensure 
that students are engaged in these critical competencies 
throughout their education.  Some of these key com-
petencies include algorithmic thinking, collecting/ana-
lyzing data, and building models and simulations.  The 
goal is for students to engage in computational thinking 
strategies across all content areas, not just science, math, 
and computer science.  The pathway will guide teach-
ers in facilitating experiences to help students solve to-
morrow’s problems.  Once the pathways are complete, 
the Digital Learning Specialist and a lead teacher from 
each school will train teachers on the competencies, key 
vocabulary, and resources needed to embed computa-
tional thinking with the state standards.  Teachers will 
be provided ongoing training as well as opportunities 

to collaborate with other educators to create engaging 
lessons and assessment methods to determine student 
proficiency of the competencies,” she said.

Collaboration is a key, not just at the district level, 
but nationally as well, Lacey pointed out. 

“Trough our work with Digital Promise on the Com-
putational Thinking Pathways, we were also selected to 
participate in a Middle School Science Collaborative 
with five other districts in the nation.  The other districts 
include Broward County Public Schools (FL), Comp-
ton Unified District (CA), Vancouver Public Schools 
(WA), and Iowa City School District (IA).  Our task 
is to design professional learning experiences to pre-
pare middle school science teachers on incorporating 
computational thinking with the Next Generation Sci-
ence Standards.  This collaborative will go even more 
in depth by providing teachers the opportunity to earn 
microcredentials in the area of computational thinking 
and to work with others in their content area to design 
rigorous, real world learning opportunities.”

EAR, NOSE & THROAT

Dr. Pramod

bhatia

Specializing in:
•Balloon Sinus Surgery

•General Ear, Nose & Throat Diseases
•Allergy Testing

3 Locations To Ser ve You:
204 Medical Park - Talladega - Monday & Tuesday

7063 Veterans Parkway - Pell City - Thursday
1010 Christine Ave. - Anniston - Wednesday

256-761-1729 00
02

66
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Sick of 
Seasonal 
Allergies?

We off er a variety of testing options 
to get to the root of the problem and 
the latest treatments to quickly and 
eff ectively ease your symptoms.

CAMP 
CHIROPRACTIC

CLINIC

Dr. Cary Camp

300 East St. N., Talladega
Office Park East - across from old Piggly Wiggly Bldg.

256-362-2003

Serving Talladega and the surrounding community for 42 Years.

Alabama State Chiropractic Association 
 American College of Chiropractic Orthopedics

Get Your DOT Physical Exam
Call 

Today 
For Your 

Appointment!

(National Registry)
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Eden Career 
Technical Center

45 County Road 33, Ashville, AL 35953

CLASSES OFFERED:
•Cosmetology
•Carpentry •Welding
•Business & Marketing
•Collision Repair
•U.S. Army JROTC
•Health Science
•Auto Repair
•Information Technology
•Drafting Design Technology
•HVAC
•Child Development
•Culinary •Fire Science
•Television Production

 (205) 594-7055
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY SCHOOLS
E V E R Y  S T U D E N T  P R E P A R E D

County schools focus on STEAM
to prepare students for tomorrow’s careers
By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Talladega education officials are focusing on science, technology, engineering, arts and mathe-
matics (STEAM) programs to help prepare students for solving “real-world issues.”

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Stemley Road Elementary School proudly displays a banner designating it as one of Alabama’s 
Bicentennial Schools.  See Page 3B for more information about Talladega County schools that 
have been selected to help the state celebrate its 200th anniversary this year.  

File photo
Dr. Suzanne Lacey has served as superinten-
dent of Talladega County Schools since 2008.  
She had previously served as a teacher, school 
administrator, director of personnel and depu-
ty superintendent.
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GAIN RELIEF & LOSE THE PAIN! CALL TODAY!

114 W. Fort Williams St.
Sylacauga, AL 35150 256-487-8040

Ben Donahoo, PTA Dan Schabel, PT
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Abby Allen, PTA

facebook.com/donahoopt twitter.com/donahooPT

Local schools will help Alabama
celebrate its bicentennial this year

Six local schools have been designed as official Al-
abama Bicentennial Schools by Gov. Kay Ivey.

The governor made the designations in August of 
2018 to encourage participation in the celebration of 
the state’s 200th anniversary this year.  A total of 200 
schools were selected through the Alabama Bicenten-
nial Schools Initiative.

In Talladega County, designated schools are Al-
abama Institute for the Deaf and Blind, B.B. Comer 
Memorial High School, Munford Elementary School, 
Pinecrest Elementary School and Stemley Road Ele-
mentary School.  Springville Elementary School rep-
resents St. Clair County on the list.

Four local schools received honorable mentions for 
the selection.  They are Margaret Elementary School 
in St. Clair County and Childersburg High School, 
Lincoln Elementary School and Sycamore Elementary 
School in Talladega County.

The bicentennial schools initiative was launched 
in December 2017, and all K-12 schools in the state 
were invited in early 2018 to submit a proposal outlin-
ing their outreach and improvement projects to connect 
their classrooms to local communities.  More than 400 
proposals were received, and 200 schools were select-
ed as official bicentennial schools, receiving $2,000 
grants to support their projects.  The 56 honorable men-
tion schools received $500 grants.  

Schools were selected through a review process 
involving committees of local educators, community 
leaders and private citizens.

“It makes me so proud to see such a strong show-
ing of schools participating in the program,” Gov. Ivey 
said.  “It is an honor to recognize these outstanding 
schools and their projects as we head into Alabama’s 
bicentennial year.  The celebration is about bringing 
communities together and getting all of our citizens 
involved.  The schools being honored are a great repre-
sentation of that goal.”

Steve Murray, co-chairman of the Bicentennial 
Commission’s Education Committee, said one of the 
main objectives of the celebration is to “get Alabam-
ians thinking about what makes our state special and 
what they want it to be.  The terrific projects developed 
by (the bicentennial schools) will create opportunities 
for students to learn about the importance of commu-

nity and to discover the ability they have to shape the 
future of their corner of the state.”

The Alabama Bicentennial Schools Initiative is pre-
sented in partnership by Alabama 200, the Alabama 
Department of Archives and History and the Alabama 
Department of Education.

Staff report

Submitted photo
Pinecrest Elementary School in Sylacauga is among the local schools designated as an Alabama 
Bicentennial School.  From left are fourth-grade teachers Tammy Gill, Amanda Bolton, Jennifer 
Migliori and Tracy Green.
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205-338-6655

AAAPC specializes in the treatment of chronic pain from an “integrative” perspective. 
This means that we utilize interventional paid procedures, medications, injections, 
physical therapy, diet and exercise, education and recommend other cutting-edge ap-
proaches to managing pain. Our goal is the enable you to live life to the fullest despite 
living with chronic daily pain.

Addicted to opiates? AAAPC Recovery is the answer. We provide Medically Assisted 
Treatment that includes Suboxone, Sublocade and Vivitrol. We also work closely with 
local programs to help you beat this devastating condition. Unlike many other prescrib-
ers of Suboxone, we accept Medicare, Medicaid and most commercial insurance plans.

NOW PROVIDING WEIGHT 
LOSS & WELLNESS

PHYSICAL THERAPY COMING SOON!
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2804 John Haynes Dr. Pell City, AL 35125
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Sam Kinnas has been 
named administrator of 
Talladega Healthcare & 
Rehab.

A native of Perry, 
Georgia, Kinnas came to 
Talladega as an adminis-
trator-in-training and has 
served during the past three 
years as floor administrator 
and assistant administrator.  
He became facility admin-
istrator last October.

“Sam is an advocate 
who cares a great deal 
about our residents, our 
families and our employ-
ees,” said owner Chris 
Schmidt.  “He is commit-
ted to increasing commu-
nity involvement to insure 
the facility plays its role in 
contributing to the com-
munity’s success.”

Bobby Stephenson, di-
rector of business develop-
ment, described Kinnas as 
“an asset to our company 
(who) has quickly learned 
to appreciate the special 
attributes of the Tallade-
ga community.  He enjoys 
the small-town atmosphere 
and getting to know his 
neighbors here.”

A certified nursing as-
sistant and licensed nurs-
ing home administrator, 
Kinnas holds a bachelor of 
science degree in health-
care management from 
UAB and a master of busi-
ness administration degree 
from Faulkner University.

“I became attached 
to Talladega Healthcare 
almost immediately and 
knew I wanted to be a part 

of something so vital to the 
community,” he said.  “I 
have felt welcomed here 
and hope that I am able to 
make a positive impact in 
all areas of my work.”

Kinnas succeeds Mary 
Tuberville, who served as 
administrator for 10 years.  
She assumed responsibili-
ties as corporate adminis-
trator in October.

Talladega Healthcare 

and Rehab is a 234-bed re-
habilitation and long-term 
care facility at 616 Chaffee 
Street.  It strives to offer 
personalized rehab with a 
physician-led approach.  
Physicians are on staff 
seven days a week, with 
weekly psychiatrist, psy-
chologist, GI and wound 
care rounding and an on-
staff orthopedic surgeon.

Talladega Healthcare
gets new administrator

Submitted photo
Sam Kinnas has been named new adminis-
trator of Talladega Healthcare & Rehab.  The 
facility is at 616 Chaffee Street.

Staff report
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Kevin P. Moulin, DVM 
Professional Yet Friendly Care For Your

Dogs • Cats • Birds • Exotics

CHILDERSBURG
PET 
CLINIC, P.C.

1440 Coosa Pines Dr.
Childersburg, AL
256-378-7066
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SLEEPING
GIANT

VET CLINIC

Sarah B. Smith, DVM
256-362-8977

Talladega

Dog Obedience
Training Classes

256-592-0335
JULIE MOON

Instructor

1220 Martin St. S
Pell City, AL 35128
(205) 884-3412

8

•Small Animal Medicine & Surgery
•Offering Laser Surgery & Therapy

•Boarding & Grooming Available
•Offering Ultrasound and Digatherm

Located in Cropwell (next to Union State Bank)

GALEN H. SIMS, D.V.M.

2308 Mays Drive   
(205) 338-3556

“We have warm hearts for cold noses”

2718 Martin St. S.
 Cropwell, AL 35054
205-884-4104

•Imaging & Diagnostic Services •Vaccines  
•State of the art surgical suite for soft tissue 
and orthopedics •Laser Therapy •Dental Care 
•Radiography •Parasite Prevention & Control 
•Large Animal Care •Grooming & Bathing  
•Boarding & more •We also offer Wellness plans that 
make exceptional care for your pets more affordable!

Lincoln 
Veterinary Clinic

info@lincolnvetclinic.com

275 Magnolia St. So.
Lincoln, ALabama 35096

Phone

205-763-8387

It’s What The Pets Have In Mind
335 Cogswell Ave, Pell City, 

205-812-BARK (2275) • Kristy Spradley

Boarding & Training 
Academy, LLC

We focus on your specific needs for your dogs. 
                    Pups/Dogs for sale and more!

kingdom_k9@bellsouth.net
kingdomk-9.com

205.594.4400  

Home of
onlyodobermans.com

38178 US Hwy 231
Ashville, AL 35953

CABANISS 
FEED & FARM SUPPLY

1301 Quarry Road – Sylacauga, AL 35151
256-249-3090 • 256-401-3200

Owner – Ashley Cabaniss

Plants, Seed 
and FertilizerPHARMACY

SHELTON FAMILY

Refill your prescriptions at our website: 
sheltonfamilypharmacy.com. 

Have your prescription number handy, 
click the refill link, you're done in minutes. 

Use this feature 24 HOURS A DAY.
 Even if we are closed your prescription 

will be ready shortly after we open.

LOCALLY OWNED AND PART OF THE COMMUNITY.

We provide several immunizations 
at Shelton Family Pharmacy, 

including influenza (flu).

We offer private consultations
 for your personal questions.

Have all your prescriptions 
conveniently refilled at the 

same each month.

37177 Hwy 231
Ashville, AL
Next to Huddle House (205) 594-3160
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One of John Mascia’s 
favorite quotes by Helen 
Keller is “Alone we can 
do so little; together we 
can do so much.”

So it comes as no sur-
prise that the president of 
Alabama Institute for the 
Deaf and Blind (AIDB) 
referenced history’s most 
famous champion for the 
deaf, blind and multi-dis-
abled to help describe the 
many exciting develop-
ments that took place at 
AIDB last year. 

The opening of a 
new $2 million Alabama 
Power Foundation Nurs-
ing Clinic, the nearing 
completion of the Joe 
Tom Armbrester Agricul-
tural Center, expanded 
partnerships at all lev-
els, increased enrollment 
and an exciting sporting 
collaboration between 
Alabama School for the 
Blind (ASB) students and 
Alabama School for the 
Deaf (ASD) students on 
the Silent Warrior foot-
ball team are some of the 
milestones that highlight-
ed a year of great prog-
ress at the institution. 

“It was a very strong 
year in every measurable 
area—funding, num-
bers served, and most 
important, outcomes,” 
Mascia said. “Enrollment 
is steadily increasing, 
and that is because we 
are continuing to partner 
with others to learn what 
our students and clients 
need and to collaborate 
with others to meet those 
needs.”

Cutting-edge 
medical facility

The dedication of the 
5,000-square foot Ala-
bama Power Foundation 
Nursing Clinic took place 
in August 2018 and the 
state-of-the art facility 
was fully functional in 
September.

Thanks to donations 
from generous benefac-
tors such as the Alabama 
Power Foundation, the 
BlueCross BlueShield of 
Alabama’s The Caring 
Foundation, Protective 
Life Foundation, Parker 
Griffith Family Founda-
tion, Hill Crest Founda-
tion, Honda Manufac-
turing of Alabama, East 
Alabama Medical Center 
and former AIDB Pres-
ident Dr. Jack Hawkins 
and the Daniel Founda-
tion, AIDB students now 
have a cheerful, comfort-
able place to go when 
they are sick. 

The “mini hospital” 
includes three hospital 
bedrooms, a nursing sta-
tion, waiting area and ad-
ministrative space. 

“For our kids, being 
able to have good health 
and to get the best pos-
sible health care here 
means they spend more 
hours in the classroom 
and in their dormitories 
learning because our kids 
learn 24/7 and not just 
during classroom hours,” 
Mascia said. “The Nurs-
ing Clinic exemplifies 
where we want AIDB 
to be in 2019 and that’s 
cutting edge and acces-
sible.”

While health-care ser-
vices will be provided in 
the new building which 
is already a point of 
pride for AIDB students 
and staff, dental, vision 
and audiology services 

continue to be provided 
in the historic Dowling 
Building, built in 1938 
in response to a critical 
medical need that was 
identified at that time. 

Mascia said that as 
he passed both buildings 
recently he was struck by 
how they exemplify what 
AIDB stands for as an in-
stitution. 

“One is a beautiful, 
modern-looking building 
and right next to it we 
have a beautiful older 
building,” Mascia said. 
“It truly exemplifies our 
culture and the environ-
ment we have here and 
that is a blend of history, 
the present and certain-
ly the future. We never 
forget our past, but we 
are not afraid to try new 
things and be modern as 
well.

“The Nursing Clinic 
is a great example of how 
when many entities come 
together and do their part, 
great things can happen.”

Joe Tom Armbrester 
Agricultural Center

Excitement among 
staff and students for this 
30-plus acre facility lo-
cated behind the Helen 
Keller School continues 
to build and the grand 
opening is expected to 
take place in April. 

When it is up and 
running, the JTAAC will 
include classroom facil-
ities, areas for garden-
ing, orchards, pastures 
and other enclosures 
for farm animals and a 
pond. When it is up and 
running, it will also be a 
living testament to Arm-
brester, a Talladega farm-
er who wanted to pass on 
his love of the land to fu-
ture generations. 

“We’re all really ex-
cited about this new 
building, but what has 
also been such a joy to 
watch is the excitement 
of our staff and students 
as this program devel-
ops right along with the 
structure of the build-
ing,” Mascia said. “Our 
staff, Rachel Chastain 
and others, haven’t wait-
ed for the building to be 
finished to develop this 
program. And when you 
see our children count-
ing eggs or working with 
chickens or goats and the 
learning they are doing 
through this hands-on ex-
perience, it really makes 
it exciting.”

Mascia said AIDB 
will always be indebted 
to Armbrester for bestow-
ing the endowment that 
made such a wonderful 
learning space possible. 

“We continue to be 

inspired by Joe Tom 
Armbrester, the farmer 
who instilled in so many 
people how important his 
chosen career of farming 
is,” Mascia said. “The 
building and the work be-
ing done by our wonder-
ful instructors is allowing 
Joe Tom’s legacy to con-
tinue to inspire kids to-
day. This goes right along 
with our philosophy of 
carrying the past into the 
future.”

ASB students 
play football

For the first time in 
AIDB history, three ASB 
students played foot-
ball on the ASB Silent 
Warriors football team 
and their impact was far 
reaching. 

Senior Geordan Car-
ter, junior Tanner Woods 
and seventh-grader Da-
mon Winfrey were wel-
comed by coach Paul 
Kulick and his players 
and by season’s end they 
had jelled into a team 
that went 5-4 and won 
the 16th Mason-Dixon 
championship in ASD 
history. 

Along the way they 
helped bring together the 
students, parents, alumni 
and supporters of both 
schools in a way that has 
perhaps never been seen 
before. 

“It provided oppor-
tunities for involvement 
for other students and 
their parents, not just the 
football players,” Mas-
cia said. “Now on Friday 
night you had the ASB 
band playing and the 
ASB cheerleaders cheer-
ing along with the ASD 
cheerleaders, and you 
had parents of students at 
both schools there enjoy-
ing the accomplishments 
of their children. That is 
very important.”

Not far into the sea-
son, Wood, from Bir-
mingham, had become 
the team’s starting quar-
terback, and Carter 
played nose guard on 
defense and along the of-
fensive line. Winfrey was 
a reserve running back 
and played on special 
teams. 

“The fact that our 
ASD quarterback last 
year was an ASB student 
shows that with the right 
training, the right acco-
modations and the right 
attitude, anything is pos-
sible. We are so proud 
of our ASB players and 
proud of our ASD players 
and coaches for work-
ing together with them 
to find solutions to their 
challenges. They are all 
prime examples of a lim-

itless attitude.”
Mascia believes the 

students working and 
playing together taught 
them valuable life les-
sons far and above wins 
and losses on the field.

“It is important that 
we instill in our children 
that they can compete in 

the larger world,” Mascia 
said. “Learning how to 
win is important. Losing 
is also a part of life and 
learning how to lose is an 
important lesson as well. 
We must train our chil-
dren to compete in the 
larger world and sporting 
endeavors such as this 

help us do that.”
Strengthening 

many partnerships
When Talladega Col-

lege needed space be-
cause of increasing en-
rollment, AIDB offered 

2018 proves to be year of stellar accomplishments at AIDB
By JIMMY CREED
Special to The Daily Home

File photo
Dr. John Mascia, AIDB’s president, left, accepts the National Association 
of Secretaries of State Gold Medallion from Alabama Secretary of State 
John Merrill.  The award was presented for “outstanding service within 
the state.”

See AIDB Page 6B
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TEST - EMG/NCV - EEG 
NERVE CONDUCTION STUDIES IN OUR OFFICES

•Strokes and Seizures
•ALS
•Migraines/Headaches
•Therapeutic Botox for Migraines

•Sleep Disorder Evaluations  and Testing
•Disease of Muscles (Myopathy)
•Myastenia
•Restless Leg Syndrome

•Dementia/Alzheimer’s
•Parkinson’s Disease and Tremors
•Multiple Sclerosis
•Carpel Tunnel Syndrome

•Radiculopathies
•Motor Neuron Diseases     
•Brain & Spinal Diseases
•Neurapathies

TRI-CITY
NEUROLOGY

Fazal Rahim, M.D.
Diplomat American Board 
of Psychiatry & Neurology

& Board Certified Sleep Medicine
w w w . t r i c i t y n e u r o l o g y . c o m

CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS 

(256) 362-9677
Main Office - Talladega

200 East Battle St.
Monday, Tuesday & Friday 

Pell City
7063 Veterans Pkwy.

St. Vincents Hospital Outpatient
Wednesday & Thursday

Inadequate sleep can have severe detrimental effects on health. 
In most cases, sleep disorders can be easily managed once 
they are properly diagnosed.
For an evaluation, call today to schedule an appointment.

DO YOU HAVE TROUBLE SLEEPING?
WE OFFER SLEEP EVALUATIONS & SLEEP DISORDER TREATMENTS

Fazal Rahim, M.D.
Sleep Director at 

St. Vincents St. Clair

1509A Greenbrier Dear Rd.
Anniston, AL 36207

256-530-4447

Select Your Caregiver

Serving Calhoun, Talladega, St. Clair and surrounding counties

• Senior Home Care
• Temporary or Long-Term
• Joyful Companionship
• Meal Preparation
• Light Housekeeping
• Transporation
• Up to 24-Hour Care

• Available all Holidays 
  and weekends
• Hygiene Assistance
• Medication Reminders
• Incontinence Care
•Respite for Family Caregiver

A Helping Hand 
Can Make All 
the Difference

We offer a full spectrum 
of trusted and professional 
in-home care services to 
help our clients maintain 
their independence in 
the comfort of their own 
homes.

America’s Premier Senior Home Care Provider!
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extra room it had at the E.H. 
Gentry Technical Facility 
because it was the neigh-
borly thing to do. But as 
Talladega College students 
and EHG students began 
interacting, an unexpected 
bond began to form.

The students began de-
veloping what might be life-
long relationships with each 
other and this is helping to 
bridge the gap between 
people with disabilities and 
those who might have never 
interacted before with those 
with disabilities. 

“This has really turned 
into much more of a last-
ing experience for both our 
E.H. Gentry students and 
the Talladega College stu-
dents than we could have 
ever imagined,” Mascia 
said.

A similar arrangement 
with The Presbyterian 
Home that provides AIDB 
additional safe, accessible 
housing has allowed the 
two organizations to share 
resources and support each 

other in new and exciting 
ways as well. 

AIDB has also contin-
ued to see its relationships 
with First Bank and other 
local businesses grow as 
well as those at the state 
and national levels such 
as the Alabama Depart-
ment of Rehabilitation Ser-
vices, Gallaudet University 
in Washington D.C., the 
world’s only university de-
signed to be barrier-free for 
deaf and hard of hearing 
students, the National Tech-
nical Institute for the Deaf 
at Rochester Institute of 
Technology in Rochester, 
New York, and the Ameri-
can Printing House for the 
Blind. 

“Our theme this year 
truly has been collaborative 
partnerships and how to-
gether we can do so much,” 
Mascia said. 

Increasing enrollment
At at time when many 

schools for the deaf and 
blind across the country 
are seeing their numbers 

shrink, AIDB has experi-
enced substantial growth. 
AIDB’s 2018 enrollment 
was 24,932, while its 2019 
enrollment has grown to 
26,254—a 9 percent in-
crease.

Mascia cites an overall 
willingness to adapt and 
collaborate to provide ser-
vices wherever they may be 
needed as the catalyst for 
this growth. 

“What aids us in this 
growth is that we work with 
other entities,” Mascia said. 
“For example, a child can 
either be in public school 
or here in our residential 
setting, whatever is best for 
them. It is never a situation 
where it is us or them. We 
want to work on behalf of 
the student or adult who 
needs services, and we are 
happy to collaborate.”

In addition to its Tal-
ladega campuses, AIDB 
has long provided services 
through eight regional cen-
ters across the state, and the 
AIDB Outreach Program 
was specifically designed 
to assist parents and teach-
ers by serving sensory im-
paired children in public 
schools statewide. 

“Our enrollment is in-
creasing because we are 
looking for ways to work 
with others so they can help 
us grow, and we can also 
help them grow,” Mascia 
said. 

Other items of note
• In September, ASB 

alumnus Jonathan Sherbert 
was named AIDB’s Chief 
Financial Officer, becoming 
the first person who is blind 
to serve in that position. 
Sherbert brought 18 years 
of experience in finance to 

the job and since 2012 had 
served as director of pur-
chasing, accounting manag-
er and director finance and 
accounting at AIDB. 

Mascia called Sherbert 
a role model for past and 
future graduates of AIDB’s 
programs. 

“Because Jonathan is 
one of our own, he has a 
unique understanding of 
how the budget correlates 
to the services,” Mascia 
said. “It’s not just dollars 
and cents to him, and that’s 
very, very important. 

• The Alabama Indus-
tries for the Blind opened 
a new base supply store at 
Robins Air Force Base in 
Warner Robins, Georgia, 
orders placed through its 
website grew and overall 
sales and employment of 
blind individuals increased. 

“State agencies have in-
creased their purchasing of 
our products by 19.5 per-
cent, and we appreciate that 
support,” Mascia said. “It 
means the world to us.”

• At the start of the new 
school year, ASB welcomed 
a new principal, Trevor 
Kribbs, who previously 
served as principal at Ran-
burne Elementary School, 
Ranburne High School and 
Berry High School. 

• Mascia was proud to 
note that eight of 12 ASB 
graduates from May 2018 
are enrolled in college.

Mascia applauded the 
work of the AIDB Board 
of Trustees and the AIDB 
Foundation and its board 
of directors, the support 
they provide and their de-
velopment of relationships, 
both public and private, that 
make such great progress 

possible. 
“Because of their ef-

forts and those of countless 
others, the state of AIDB is 
strong, and we don’t take 
that for granted,” Mascia 
said. “We continue to work 

every single day, not just to 
keep it strong, but on mak-
ing it stronger. Because the 
stronger AIDB is, the more 
people we serve and the 
better we serve them.”

AIDB   from page 5B

File photo
2018 was “a very strong year in every measure-
able area,” AIDB’s president said.  “The stron-
ger AIDB is, the more people we serve and the 
better we serve them.”
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OUR PHARMACISTS:
Jared K. Johnson, PharmD - owner
Jacob M. Johnson, PharmD - owner

Daniel Allison, PharmD

Caring for you, and about you!
We deliver!

256.245.4446

Business Hours:
Monday through Friday 8:30am-6:00pm

Saturday 8:30am-12:30pm 
Closed Sunday

264 West Fort Williams St.
 in Ogletree Plaza, Sylacauga, AL

www.marblecitypharmacy.com

& Gifts
“Here For Life”

We’re Mobile!
Our mobile app includes these great 

features right at your fingertips:
•Refill on the go •Health news alerts
•Important information about your 

medications •Touch-to-call us
Search “Marble City Pharmacy” in the

App Store or Google play.
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Life-saving medication to be available in state’s high schools
Staff report

The state department 
of education has entered 
into a partnership with 
the Alabama Department 
of Public Health aimed at 
saving lives in Alabama 
high schools.

Late last month, both 

departments announced 
that the opioid-reversing 
medication Naloxone will 
soon be available at pub-
lic high schools through-
out the state (including 
local high schools) and 
can be administered by 
school officials.

Naloxone is designed 
to rapidly reverse the ef-
fects of a prescription 
painkiller overdose and 
is applied through an au-
to-injector that is easy to 
use for those who have 
had appropriate training, 

state health officials said.  
Alabama is one of only a 
few states to have devel-
oped a training program 
that allows the medica-
tion to be administered 
by individuals other than 
school nurses and other 
health care providers.

According to Dr. Eric 

Mackey, Alabama’s su-
perintendent of educa-
tion, training school staff 
members to administer 
Naloxone has the poten-
tial to save lives.

“Our primary respon-
sibilities are to keep our 
students safe and ensure 
they receive the best pos-
sible education to prepare 
them for life after high 
school,” he said.  “This 
important development 
speaks to that first re-
sponsibility of student 
safety.  Of course, the 

hope is that none of our 
students will be in a situ-
ation where they need an 
injection to prevent them 
from a possibly fatal opi-
oid overdose.  However, 
we know that the opioid 
crisis is nothing unique 
to Alabama.  This is an 
issue of national con-

cern.  It is fortunate that 
Alabama has taken such 
a lead in keeping our stu-
dents safe.”

Naloxone is not a 
new medication, said 
Jennifer Ventress, nurse 
administrator for the Al-
abama Department of 
Education.  It has been 
administered in emer-
gency rooms for many 
years, and because it has 
no negative effect on in-
dividuals who are not us-
ing an opioid, its use has 
made its way into schools 

and other non-hospital 
organizations.

“The medicine is a 
safe drug – it doesn’t hurt 
you if you’re not taking 
anything,” Ventress said. 
“If you have no opioids 
in your system, the medi-
cine will do nothing.  But 
if the recipient overdoses 

on opioids, it could save 
their life.”

Applications of Nax-
olone are provided at no 
cost to schools through 
the Alabama Department 
of Public Health.  

“This program is fo-
cused on training princi-
pals, coaches…anyone 
the school deems appro-
priate to give this drug in 
the absence of a nurse,” 
Ventress said.  “It is in 
an auto-injector, so you 
can’t go wrong with the 
dosage.  The machine is 

automated and gives ver-
bal instruction of where 
and when to apply the 
necessary dosage.  Any-
one who receives this 

medication must go im-
mediately to the emer-
gency room to get a med-
ical evaluation.”

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Dr. Eric Mackey serves as Alabama’s superintendent of education.  He described the partnership 
between state schools and the Alabama Department of Public Health as an initiative to help 
keep students safe.
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99 Magnolia St., South • Lincoln     

LINCOLN
PHARMACY

Friendly, helpful service with a 
wide range of convenient products.

205-763-7759
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PHARMACY
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m., 

Sat. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Full Digital Diagnostics 
Suite To Include:
DIGITAL 
MAMMOGRAPHY
First in Calhoun County since August 
2007 with computer aided detection 
capability

BONE DENSITOMETRY
Osteoporosis screening and 
monitoring.

4D ULTRASOUND
Incredible real-time images 
of your baby.
3D MAMMOGRAM AVAILABLE

901 Leighton Ave.
Suite 501
Anniston, AL

256-237-6755

ANNISTON 
OB-GYN

We Make It 
Personal...
All Under 
One Roof!

Now excepting 
new patients for 
Obstetrics 
& Gynecology

J. Patrick Steward, MD, F.A.C.O.G.
Lucy K. Ballard, MD, F.A.C.O.G.
Cynthia Cater, MD, F.A.C.O.G.
Lawrence Jones, MD, F.A.C.O.G.
Cynthia Goldsmith-Fletcher, MD, F.A.C.O.G.
Julie Franklin, C.R.N.P.
Morgan Lambert, C.R.N.P.
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St. Clair schools begin 2019 with new leadership
By GARY HANNER
Home staff writer

It was a year of transi-
tion for  St. Clair County 
Schools in 2018. 

Mike Howard was 
elected as the new super-
intendent of the St. Clair 
School System, taking 
over for Jenny Seals, who 
did not seek re-election.

There were two new 
school board members 
elected. Mike Hobbs was 
elected, taking over for 
John DeGaris, who did not 
seek re-election. Nickie 
VanPelt took over for An-
gie Cobb, who also did not 
seek re-election. 

As the school system 
moves forward into 2019, 
Howard shared his vision, 
purpose and direction as 
superintendent during a 
January work session.

“I am a very organized, 
structured and disciplined 
person,” he said. “I believe 
in doing things by the 
book, along with commu-
nication and openness. I 
believe in giving you all of 
the information up front. 
I have high standards and 
expectations, especially 
from myself.”

Howard said there are 
three primary goals:

• Provide the best for 
St. Clair County students;

• Make the school sys-
tem the best in all areas;

• Make the school sys-
tem efficient.

Howard presented a vi-
sion for coordinators and 
directors. He said they will 

have two coordinators, one 
for elementary (K-5) and 
one for secondary (6-12).

“Coordinators will 
have emphasis on curric-
ulum, recruiting & retain-
ing, report cards, school 
visitations and board meet-
ing presentations,” How-
ard said. “We have to let 
people know that St. Clair 
County is a great place to 
live and work.”

Howard said directors 
will place emphasis on 
efficiency, making school 
visits and making board 
meeting presentations.

“All coordinators and 
directors will have a dis-
trict they are responsible 
for,” he said. “They will 
visit each school in that 
district and sit down with 
administrators to see if 
there are any concerns 
that need to be brought 
to my attention. Are there 
any concerns that need to 
be brought to the Mainte-
nance Department, Trans-
portation Department, 
Technology Department, 
and so on. I then want to 
bring those concerns to a 
meeting the next week to 
find out what our strengths 
are, our weaknesses are, 
where our areas of con-
cerns are. I want to be very 
proactive in a lot of the 
things we do instead of re-
active.”

Reducing overtime 
and comp time

Howard said a portion 
of the duties of a director 
will be to reduce overtime 
and comp time.

“We have to make sure 
we are using every dollar 
appropriately,” he said. 
“Last year, we had 7,330 
hours of overtime. On a 
$20 average, that cost our 
school system $146,000. 
I have looked at the 
numbers with our Chief 
Schools Financial Officer 
Laura Nance, and we are 
already over 4,400 hours 
of overtime right now 
since July 1.”

Howard said they have 
to look at ways of also re-
ducing comp time.

“Last year, we had 
4,081 hours of comp time 
that resulted in 510 days,” 
Howard said. “Right now, 
we are already at almost 
2,100 hours of comp time 
since July 1. These are 
things we have to reduce 
as we move forward. What 
I’m asking as we move 
forward is for everyone 
to use their comp time by 
the end of the school year. 
We must have a balance 
of zero. Anything mov-
ing forward, we must use 
our comp time by the next 
pay period. If someone 
works two hours over on 
comp time this week, then 
they need to use those two 
hours of comp time next 
week. That way, we are 
not building up weeks and 
weeks and weeks and then 
taking a whole month off 
from school. Can we elim-
inate it? No, but we can 
reduce it.”

Vision for Central 
Office

  Howard said they will 

be looking at rearranging 
staff between the Central 
Office, located in Ashville, 
and the Annex, which is 
located in Odenville.

“I need to find out who 
I need around me every 
single day,” Howard said. 
“This will be under eval-
uation during the current 
semester we are in. Cur-
rently, we have staff at 
four locations. That is very 
difficult. We really need to 
consider combining and 
getting into one location 
again. If we want to be 
efficient, we need to be in 
one location.”

Howard also said as the 
school system continues to 
grow, they need to look 
at having a larger area for 
BOE meetings.

“My vision for this 
room we are in right now 
is for it to become a pro-
fessional development 
room,” he said. “In a per-
fect world, and we were 
able to get into a larger 
place, this building right 
here could become our 
Virtual Academy. Again, 
that’s just food for thought. 
I’m not asking for that 
right now and realize it is 
something we cannot even 
achieve right now.”

A new look
Howard is looking into 

designing a new website 
for the school system.

“The website we cur-
rently have does not have 
the functions that we 
need,” he said. “It’s very 
difficult to navigate our 

website. It’s just not us-
er-friendly right now.”

A new logo/slogan 
has been designed for the 
school system.

Vision for money 
management

One way of looking 
at saving money is devel-
oping a school calendar 
that the Jefferson County 
schools have already start-
ed. Howard said he would 
also talk to neighboring 
school systems to see what 
they would be doing.

Howard said Jefferson 
County students will be 
staying home longer in the 
summer and their teachers 
are being paid more.

“We’re really going to 
be fighting a battle,” he 
said.

“I will say this,” How-
ard continued. “For ev-
ery day we don’t attend 
school, we save over 
$7,000 in operational 
cost,” Howard said. “If 
you add 30 minutes of in-
structional time per day to 
the current school day, you 
can cut 12 days of school. 
Students would still get the 
same amount of hours, but 
saving almost $100,000. 
Students would not report 
back to school until the 

end of August. I’m just 
throwing out stuff that 
we have to sit down and 
consider. I’ve spoken with 
friends in other counties, 
and they are about to go in 
this same direction. We are 
really going to be fighting 
an uphill battle.”

Top heavy? No 
Howard said despite 

people believing the St. 
Clair County School Sys-
tem is top heavy, he said 
the answer is no. He pro-
vided the following statis-
tics at his first meeting as 
superintendent.

• The Shelby Coun-
ty School System has 67 
coordinators/directors for 
22,000 students, a ratio of 
.3 percent per student.

• The Jefferson Coun-
ty School System has 93 
coordinators/directors for 
36,000 students, a ratio of 
.3 percent per student.

• The Pell City School 
System has 12 coordina-
tors/directors for 4,000 
students, a ratio of .3 per-
cent per student.

• The St. Clair Coun-
ty School System has 14 
coordinators/directors for 
9,400 students, a ratio of 
.1 percent per student.

Board member Marie 
Manning said communi-
ties throughout the coun-
ty do not believe that the 
county school system is 
not top heavy.

“You ask anyone in 
this county and they will 
definitely say there are too 
many people at the Cen-
tral Office,” Manning said. 
“That’s what they all say.”

Howard said the sta-
tistics he provided proves 
they are not top heavy, but 
he too has heard the talk 
out in the communities.

“We just have to be 
more efficient, and that is 
one thing we are working 
on,” he said.

File Photo
Mike Hobbs and Nickie VanPelt were elected to the St. Clair Board of Education during 2018.  
Their oath of office was administered by Judge Mike Bowling.

File Photo
Cynthia McCarty, a member of the Alabama 
Board of Education, visits with kindergarten 
students at Moody Elementary School.  McCa-
rty’s district includes St. Clair County, and she 
toured schools in Odenville, Springville and 
Moody in December.

File Photo
Mike Howard takes the oath of office as the new superintendent of St. 
Clair County Schools.  He succeeds longtime superintendent Jenny 
Seals, who did not seek re-election.
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Southern Hospitality with True Family Warmth

Assisted Living Accommodations 
Village East’s spacious rooms and suites include a private bath, individual 
climate control, housekeeping, laundry, meals and snacks. Assisted Living 
residents enjoy the independence of their own suite, while knowing they have 
special assistance from a caring staff when needed. Invite your loved one for 

Why Not Come for a Visit 
Village East eagerly awaits your call to join our family. We invite you to schedule 
a complimentary lunch and tour today and experience our warm atmosphere 
and traditional way of living. 

Village East Assisted Living, 220 Kings Circle, Pell City, AL 35128 
http://villageatcooksprings.com/our-services/assisted-living/village-east/

Part of Village at Cook Springs 

A Noland Health Services 

 Senior Living Community 

Village at Cook Springs senior living community is proud to announce the opening of its latest development, 
Village East assisted living. Located in Pell City, Village East will offer the same high quality services enjoyed by 

residents of the Village at 
Cook Springs for decades. 
Now with priority 
access to the amenities 
and additional care 
levels of Village at Cook 
Springs should a need 
arise, Village East offers 
the same advantages 
of a large multi-level 
community.

dinner in the restaurant-style dining room where homemade savory meals 
are prepared fresh 
daily,  or enjoy a visit 
in the parlor with 
friends and family.

Call (205) 814-4200 today
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Dr. Michael Barber 
said Pell City Schools had 
many noteworthy achieve-
ments this past year, but 
continues to strive to be-
come even better moving 
into 2019. 

The school system re-
ceived a “B” on its annual 
state report card, improv-
ing its numerical score 
from 81 last year to 86 for 
the 2017-2018 academic 
year, only four points shy 
of the “A” mark. 

“We are proud of the 
individual school efforts 
in making this increase,” 
Barber said. “We also 
know there is more work 
ahead.”

Barber said schools 
can improve in all ar-
eas, but school officials 
will focus on attendance, 
which does affect the an-
nual report card grades. 

“We need to do a bet-
ter job of communicating 
with parents of the impor-
tance of attendance,” Bar-
ber said. 

He said school officials 
will address the impor-
tance of students being in 
school at individual parent 
meetings. 

Pell City’s eight 
schools either maintained 
or improved scores on 
their individual school re-
port cards.

Barber said the school 
system is also moving in 
a positive direction with 
technology. 

“The goal of achieving 
a one-to-one ratio with 
technology within each 
classroom should also be 

a reality by the end of this 
academic year,” he said. 
“Yearly commitments in 
purchasing and proper 
training in the use of tech-
nology have made this a 
reality.”

The school system also 
increased the Pre-K class-
rooms at Eden Elementary 
School and Coosa Valley 
Elementary School.

“We have doubled the 
number of Pre-K class-
rooms within our school 
system this year,” Barber 
said. “Providing early 
learning settings for the 
children of our system has 
made a tremendous impact 
on the level of readiness in 
which students enter kin-
dergarten.”

He said Pre-K classes 
are not restricted to the 
just the school district for 
Coosa Valley and Eden 
Elementary Schools but is 
open to all students in the 
Pell City school district. 

The demand for Pre-K 
classes is high and fami-
lies must draw for a place 
in one of the four class-
rooms.

“I am hopeful that one 
day we want have to have 
a drawing,” Barber said.

The Pell City School 
System continues to part-
ner with local businesses, 
companies and industries, 
helping students find their 
career path. While some 
students intern with busi-
nesses and companies be-
fore they head to college, 
other students are learn-
ing trades, so they can go 
right into the job market 
after graduating from high 
school. 

“The expansion of our 

Career-Tech offerings, 
such as the Ironworkers 
Institute, is very import-
ant,” Barber said. “Our 
system and students have 
continued to prosper 
through strong business 
partnerships. The result of 
such partnerships provides 
increased opportunities 
for our students.”

He said technical pro-
grams, available to Pell 
City High School stu-
dents, help keep students 
in school and provides a 
clear pathway to employ-
ment with good paying 
jobs after a student gradu-
ates. Students earn nation-
al job certifications while 
also attending school. 

Students also earn 
money while receiving 
valuable hands-on work 
experience. 

“Students received 
$180,000 in salaries last 
year, while getting valu-
able experience through 
apprenticeship and men-
toring programs,” Barber 
said. “Students are re-
ceiving real world expe-
rienced. We want to keep 
these programs growing.”

Barber said students 
are also encouraged to 
hold and help with various 
fundraisers, also donating 
their time to community 
non-profit organizations.

“We want our students 
to be good citizens,” Bar-
ber said. 

While students are 
gaining many opportu-
nities through the local 
school system, teachers 
are also becoming better 
teachers through profes-
sional development op-
portunities. 

It was recently an-
nounced that four teach-
ers have become National 
Board Certified Teachers, 
doubling the number of 
Board Certified Teachers 
within the school system.

Barber said the nation-
al certification is a “big 
deal,” and teachers who 
become National Board 
Certified Teachers earn 
$5,000 more each year. 

In addition, last year 
the Pell City Schools 
Educational Foundation 
Program, Inc. awarded 93 
grants valued at $20,963 
to system teachers, en-
hancing teaching in class-
rooms throughout the 
school system.

The Pell City commu-

nity, as well as teachers 
and students, came to-
gether to hold the 2018 
Fall Frenzy, which raised 
$36,136 for school system 
clubs and organizations. 

Local attorneys Bill Pruitt 
and Randall Richardson 
have spearheaded the ef-
forts for the annual fund-
raiser, and in the past five 
years, the event has raised 
more than $175,000. 

“It’s been a great ben-
efit to our school system,” 
said board member Jeff 
Jones at a recent board 
meeting.

Career training expands, prospers in Pell City schools

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
Students learn welding at the newly formed 
Ironworkers Institute, which was built on Gar-
rison Steel Erectors’ property in the Pell City 
Industrial Park.

By DAVID ATCHISON
Home staff writer

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
The newly formed Ironworkers Institute Board recently met for the first 
time at Garrison Steel.

File Photo
Cynthia McCarty, a member of the Alabama 
Board of Education, visits with kindergarten 
students at Moody Elementary School.  McCa-
rty’s district includes St. Clair County, and she 
toured schools in Odenville, Springville and 
Moody in December.
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(256) 761-1220111 Broome St.
Talladega, AL

RELIABLE 
TRANSMISSION

Next time you suspect transmission trouble, count on us. No matter what 
type of car you have, you’ll fi nd our level of service is way above standard.

•Automatic •Standard •Foreign & Domestic •Four Wheel Drives •CARS AND TRUCKS

Service.
Quality.

Reliability.
Economy.
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516 North Street E.  |  Talladega, AL 35160 
256-362-2344

21271 Highway 231 N.  |  Pell City, AL 35125  
205-338-0303

www.usreyfuneralhome.com

Usrey Funeral Home in Pell City.

Usrey Funeral Home in Talladega.

Mike Perry Steve PerryBill Perry

PRE-ARRANGEMENT PLANNING AVAILABLE

USREY 
FUNERAL HOME
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Although he is not 
native to Talladega – or 
even the state – Jon Cul-
limore has planted deep 
roots in the Talladega 
Community. 

 “Talladega has been 
a good place for me and 
my family,” said Cul-
limore, the manager of 
marketing and member 
services for Coosa Val-
ley Electric Cooperative. 
“It’s become my home.”

Cullimore, who is 
originally from Colum-
bia, Missouri, received 
his bachelor’s degree in 
mass communication, 
with a focus area in mag-
azine journalism from the 
University of South Flor-
ida in Tampa. “My goal 
back then was to write for 
National Geographic,” he 
said.

While in Florida, 
he served as editor for 
a magazine about wa-
ter skiing.  “It was a fun 
job,” He also served four 
years in the Army.  “I 
spent the majority of my 
time in Germany.”

Cullimore said it was 
a “turn of events” that led 
him to move to Alabama 
in 1997.

“I first served as a 
night reporter for The 
Daily Home for a short 
period of time,” and he 
also worked for a local 
trucking magazine in 
Oxford. “It was great be-
cause I got to learn the 
ins and outs of transpor-
tation, which has helped 
with my position here at 
CVEC.”

He returned to The 
Daily Home as manag-
ing editor before joining 
CVEC in 2001.

“I had met Barbara 
Edmiston at a media day. 
She told me about the po-
sition, and I knew it was 
something I would be in-
terested in.”

Cullimore said his job 
entails many duties, in-
cluding handling CVEC’s 

website, social media 
pages and speaking di-
rectly with consumers re-
garding customer service 
questions. “We all work 
as a team to take on tasks 
that fit our strengths here 
at CVEC.”

According to Culli-
more, CVEC serves ap-
proximately 17,000 con-
sumers and has provided 
electricity to customers 
in its six county region 
for decades. 

“Our customer base 
includes consumers in 
Talladega, St. Clair, 
Clay, Shelby, Calhoun 
and Etowah counties,” 
he said. “What people 
often don’t understand is 
that CVEC is a not-for-
profit business. Our only 
reason for existence is 
to serve our members. 
There are many services 
we provide beyond just 
electricity.”

Cullimore said that 
CVEC holds an annual 
meeting in September for 
its members.

“This past year we 
had about 3,500 people 
who attended.  We serve 
food and have carni-
val-style rides and games 
for the kids. It’s an op-
portunity for us to get to 
know our consumers and 
understand their needs.”

The company has ad-
ditionally partnered with 

the Talladega County 
Economic Development 
Authority (TCEDA) to 
develop industrial parks, 
build speculative build-
ings and recruit industry 
to the area. The buildings 
are financed by federal 
loans, PowerSouth, TCE-
DA and CVEC.

Multiple businesses 
are inside the CVEC In-
dustrial Park, including 
Kasai Industries, Scot In-
dustries, Allen Architec-
tural Metals, NewSouth 
Express, Buffalo Rock 
and StyleCrest.

In the future, CVEC, 
has plans for a $1.5 mil-
lion upgrade in security 
for the facility.  “We re-
ally want to beef up secu-
rity, especially with our 
industrial park.”

Cullimore said that 
philanthropy work is im-
portant to him and the 
staff of CVEC, and he 
serves on the board of 
directors of Top Trails in 
Talladega.

“Visiting off-road 
parks is one of my hob-
bies. My family and I 
love them. Top Trails has 
been great for the com-
munity. You can find vis-
itors from all across the 
southeast on any typical 
weekend.”

He has also served as 
committee chairman for 
the ARC of North Talla-

dega County. 
“Sunshine Saturday 

and the ARC of North 
Talladega County is 
something that is very 
important to myself and 

CVEC. It’s something we 
are always involved with. 
We are here to help serve 
the community.”

Cullimore has been 
married to his wife Pau-

la since 2008. They have 
four children, Patrick, 
Hannah, Mason and Hil-
lary, and a granddaugh-
ter, Harper. 

Cullimore enjoys the roots he’s planted in Talladega

By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
Jon Cullimore serves as manager of marketing and member services for Coosa Valley Electric Cooperative in Talladega.  “We all work as a team to 
take on tasks that fit our strengths here at CVEC,” he said.
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Still relatively new to 
her job, Munford may-
or Jo Ann Fambrough 
was voted into office in 
November 2016. She 
brought her background 
in management and man-
ufacturing with her to 
help lead the city. Fam-
brough worked for 25 
years for Midline Indus-
tries in Talladega and 
Pell City, and she also 
has international experi-
ence. She worked for the 
company in Mexico from 
1998 to 2004.

Fambrough identi-
fied the following pos-
itive developments that 
took place in Munford 
last year in the areas of 
education, city improve-
ments, and health. 

• Munford Public 
Library’s award of a 
$25,000 grant in 2018 
will allow an expansion 
to the building, which 
will add more space for 
books and library-related 
materials.

• The city paid for a 
new roof on the gym at 
the Munford Community 
Center.

The new Head Start 
building is now on city 
property, and the city 
leased the property for 15 
years.

• Munford City pur-
chased a new shed to 
house its trucks. 

• The Old Munford 
High School’s football 
bleachers on the visitor’s 
side, which were dan-
gerous, were removed, 
which will make those 
who practice there safer.

• The city purchased a 
new police car and hired 
an additional policeman.

She also listed the fol-
lowing items that are in 
the works for 2019.

• Workers began the 
new addition to the li-
brary, which should be 
completed by the end of 
the year.

• City officials are im-
plementing the standards 

of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. The im-
provements are to take 
place on the upper field 
of the baseball complex 
on Carter Street. 

• A new playground is 
planned at a location to 
be identified.  

• The Veterans Memo-
rial, located off Campbell 
Road, will expand to in-

clude a flag pole, a me-
morial honoring all cur-
rent and former veterans 
who fought in any branch 
of service and in any war. 
Also, a plaque will rec-
ognize the last Civil War 
soldier killed east of the 
Mississippi River. The 
soldier was killed in the 
Battle of Munford.  

• The walking track 

behind the Munford 
Community Center is to 
receive better lighting.

• The mayor is to help 
form a zoning committee 
to improve business and 
residential zoning regula-
tions in Munford.

Fambrough, a Mun-
ford native, is happy that 
the Alabama Department 
of Transportation is plan-

ning an exit off I-20 into 
Munford. She hopes the 
exit will improve busi-
ness opportunities in the 
city. 

The mayor said she 
treasures the citizens of 
Munford.  “I consider it 
both an honor and a priv-
ilege to serve the people 
of our wonderful com-
munity.”

TALLADEGA & ST. CLAIR COUNTIES
Start your Apartment Search here!
New Friends. New Beginnings.

256.249.2126

Autumn
Trace

Apartments
1400 Autumn Lane, Sylacauga

1, 2, 3 Bedrooms, all electric,
private balconies and patios,

W/D conn, on-site laundry mat, 
video surveillance. Garbage and

pest control included.

Nestled in a quiet neighborhood, 
surrounded  by Logan Martin Lake, 
River Bend Apartments offers quiet, 

clean and affordable apartment living.

River  Bend
Waterfront Apartments

1 Bedroom              - $570 mo.
2 Bedroom starting at - $600 mo.
3 Bedroom starting at - $800 mo.

Visit www.river-bend-apts.com for a virtual tour!

(205) 884-4400 • (800) 226-4402 • riverbendapts@centurytel.net

•Swimming Pool •Boat Launch & Boat Parking •Playground 
•Laundry Room •Fitness Center •Washer/Dryer Connections 

•Dishwasher • Central Heat & Air

Sunrise Village
* * * NOW LEASING * * *

TTD only 1-800-348-3546
Managed by Apartment Services & Management Inc., Auburn, AL

“Come Live With Us!”
256-761-1249

Call today for details!

•New Remodeled Units
•All New Flooring & Appliances
•1 ,2 & 3 Bedroom Units
•On-Site Maintenance & Security
•Friendly Community

Woodcroft Apartments
3131 Carl Morgan Road, Moody, AL 35004

* * * NOW LEASING * * * 
•Spacious 1 & 2 BR / 1 Bath Units
•Central H/A    •Quiet, Friendly Property
•Stove/Refrigerator Included
•Experienced Property Manager & Maintenance Staff

TTD only 1-800-348-3546
Managed by Apartment Services & Management Inc., Auburn, AL

“Come Live With Us!”
205-640-4535

Call or come by today for details!

000247010r1

One and Two Bedroom Apartments
For Elderly – Disabled – Handicap

Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
ON-SITE MANAGER AND MAINTENANCE 

PERSONNEL

Phone (256) 245-6500
TDD#s: 1-800-548-2547 (V) | 1-800-548-2546 (T/A)

For the deaf and hearing impaired only

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

HANDICAP
ACCESSIBLE

Marble Valley Manor
2115 Motes Road • Sylacauga, AL 35150

NOW LEASING FOR SYLACAUGA 
GARDEN APARTMENTS 1, 2 & 3

AND HERITAGE.
1 & 2 BR for individuals and families. Amenities include: Fully furnished 

kitchen, Carpet & Vinyl, Gazebo & Playground, Maintenance & Lawn Care, 
On site management office, W&D hookups, Garbage service provided. For 

additional info contact Site Manager at

256-245-6656.

205-338-2253

3 & 4 Bedroom Townhomes With Rates Starting at $700
Offering garages and numerous other wonderful amenities.

Located approx. 1/2 miles 
from Walgreens on Hazelwood Drive

Tdd (hearing impaired) #: 1-800-548-2546

...an escape from the busy world to a personal getaway you will love to call home.

CLARION COVE

1400 Clarion Cove Circle
Pell City, AL • 205-338-7007

Close To Publix & Other 
Conveniences

•Air Conditioning  •Beautiful Clubhouse  •Cable-Ready
•Laundry Facility  •Wireless Internet Access  •Energy Efficient

•Extra Storage  •Washer/Dryer Connections  •Business Center

Air Conditioning
Balcony

Cable-Ready

Washer & Dryer Connections
Clubhouse

Laundry Facility

Playground
Gazebo Area 

Picnic Tables & Grill

PARKWOOD APARTMENTS

1, 2, & 3 Bedrooms Apartments

550 Wood Dr. • Pell City, AL • 205-814-9023

2100 Maple Village Court  • Pell City, AL
www.maplevillageapts.com

833-235-3097

Pell City’s premier luxury apartment community! 
We offer 1, 2, and 3-bedroom apartment homes.
Every apartment features walk-in closets, private 
patio or balcony and a storage room!
COME SEE us today for your personal tour!
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Come Join Our Family
The Landings

Of Sylacauga

256 249-3828
New Ownership

New Management

Crestview Apartments
296 Oak Street, Alexander City, Al 35032

2301 Motes Rd, Sylacauga, Al 35150

256 397-5483

256 369-9774

Pineview 
Apartments

256 369-4606
Childersburg, Al 35044

in Childersburg, Sylacauga and Alexander City
NOW LEASING

Munford
Village

ApartmentsMV
200 Mackenzie Circle • Munford
Office Open Thurs 9AM - 4PM

256-358-9999
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom apartments

available. We furnish stove,
refrigerator, water, pest control,

and garbage. Deposit $100. Equal 
Opportunity Provider and Employer. 95 Ashley Dr.

Moody, AL 35004
205.640.1449

ashleymanorapartments.net

Ashley Manor 
Apartments

1-2-3 Bedroom Apartments

$595-$915
•Frost-free Refrig. / Dishwasher / Laundry Hook-up
•Lake/Picnic Area/Pool/Clubhouse
•Mini-blinds •Self Cleaning Oven
•Some Ground level 2 & 3 BR w/overhead lights
•Unique 2 & 3 BR Floorplans ground level 
  w/outdoor storage

Munford mayor considers public service an honor
By Sherry Kughn
Special to The Daily Home

File Photo
Munford’s elected officials include, from left, council members Lee Garrison, Tim Lipham and 
Phillip McWilliams, Mayor JoAnn Fambrough and council members Wade Champion and Shane 
Turner.

Cullimore enjoys the roots he’s planted in Talladega
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Drew Alexander 
Union State Insurance, Inc.

1920 1st Ave N. | Pell City, AL

(205)884-1670
800-239-4356
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A new bridal shop has 
opened on North Broad-
way Avenue in Sylacau-
ga, one that is steeped in 
history, from its owner to 
the building it occupies. 

Kim Duck Windsor 
has revitalized the down-
town building that once 
belonged to her father, 
the late J.M. (Joe) Duck, 
who for decades operated 
J.M. Duck Jewelers in the 
location. 

Windsor describes her 
shop’s Broadway address 
and the name behind her 
business as a treasure. 
Her father’s middle name 
was McClendon. That’s 
the name she chose for 
her bridal shop, McClen-
don Bridals. 

Windsor said her 
father had a vision for 
a thriving business in 
downtown Sylacauga, 
and so does she. For more 
than 50 years, he made 

that vision a reality and 
became a leader among 
jewelers across the re-
gion. She remembers her 
father being passionate 
about quality and, most 
of all, people. 

“He always made 
time for someone’s story, 
and when that story in-
cluded asking a question 
about forever, it was his 
chance to become a part 
of it by helping them se-
lect the symbol of eterni-
ty to be worn and passed 
down through the gener-
ations.” 

The bridal shop own-
er is hoping to pass down 
her business to the next 
generation – her daugh-
ter, Ginger Nix, and her 
granddaughters. 

The shop is located in 
her father’s jewelry store 
and the old Whitley Bar-
ber Shop. With the help 
of artist/architect Jean 
Peters, Windsor brought 
the two shops to life 
again, creating a welcom-

ing experience and dream 
space for brides-to-be 
searching for that special 
wedding dress. 

“The building we call 
home has been making 
brides happy for decades. 
There’s been a Duck 
on Broadway since the 

1950s, when my grand-
father owned Duck’s 
Happy House, where 
Miss Kitty’s Restaurant 
was years ago. I want to 
extend the Duck legacy 
on Broadway like my 
grandfather and father,” 
she said. 

She believes her fa-
ther would be proud of 
what she has done to the 
building and opening a 
new business. Windsor 
retired after more than 

40 years with Motion 
Industries. Her husband, 
Ken, is also retired. She 
has always envisioned a 
bridal shop, where wom-
en in the area and beyond 
could have something 
nice and beautiful. 

“I decided to do this 
with my daddy’s old 
store. He sold wedding 
rings in this very build-
ing, and now it has come 
full circle with me selling 
wedding dresses,” Wind-

sor said. The shop fea-
tures designer wedding 
dresses off the rack from 
designers in Chicago, 
Tampa, Atlanta and Bos-
ton. She and Nix went on 
buying trips to these loca-
tions where she had made 
contact with buyers. 

“We have a variety 
of sizes from 2 to 28.  A 
bride can select a great 
designer gown at a great 
price in a luxurious atmo-
sphere,” Windsor said, 

McClendon Bridals:  Continuing a family tradition
on Broadway in the Marble City’s historic downtown

By Denise Sinclair
Home staff writer

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
McClendon Bridals has an extensive and constantly evolving inventory of wedding gowns in a wide variety of sizes and styles by such designers 
as Monique Lhullier, Rivini, Hayley Paige, Amsale, Austin Scarlett, Pronovias, Justin Alexander, Rosa Clara, Martina Liana and Anne Barge, allow-
ing a bride to secure the dress of her dreams without having to wait weeks or months for it to arrive.  

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
McClendon Bridals is at 118 North Broadway Avenue in downtown 
Sylacauga, a location that is rich in local history and has special signif-
icance for owner Kim Windsor.  The shop is open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays.  Appointments are preferred.

By DINSE SINCLAIR
Home staff writer



THE DAILY HOME: UPDATE Sunday, February 24, 20194A THE DAILY HOME: UPDATESunday, February 24, 2019 5A

000266915r1

00
02

67
62

3r
1

McClendon Bridals:  Continuing a family tradition
on Broadway in the Marble City’s historic downtown

adding that she didn’t 
want the look of the shop 
to scare anyone away. “I 
want them to feel wel-
come. Everyone will be 
treated the same. This is 
a truly unique experience 
for today’s bride.” 

One visitor to the 
shop recently told her, “I 
feel like I’m in Beverly 
Hills.” The shop is ele-
gant, glamorous and in-
viting with large dressing 
rooms (in which brides 
can see themselves in the 
dresses from all angles as 
they look into huge mir-
rors), an area for family 
members to wait as the 
brides try on dresses and 
an area devoted to acces-
sories and jewelry. 

Using her passion and 
experience to help brides 
make their special days 
perfect, Windsor decorat-
ed her shop, removed the 
lowered ceiling so that it 
now showcases the orig-
inal tin ceiling, painted 
white. She wanted it to 
be white, bright and clear 
with different mixes of 
shades of white. Contrac-
tor for the revitalization 
of the shop was Don Har-
dy. 

One unique aspect 
of the shop is that each 
quarter, Windsor plans to 
display a wedding pho-
to and article featuring 
a Sylacauga bridge of 
the Greatest Generation. 
This quarter, the bride is 

Peters.  Windsor’s father 
was himself a member of 
the Greatest Generation, 
as a World War II na-
val aviator and was well 
known in his community. 
He loved to sit on a bench 
outside his jewelry store 
and talk to people walk-
ing down the sidewalk. 
She has kept that bench 
in front of her shop. “I 
couldn’t remove it. It was 
his bench,” she said. 

Duck died in Novem-
ber of 2011, at the age of 
90. Her mother, the for-
mer Betty Craddock, also 
died that year. 

Winsdor opened her 
shop on February 1. So 
far, she has sold three 
dresses. Her calendar is 

filled with weekend ap-
pointments with brides 
coming from such dis-
tances as Montgom-
ery, Dadeville and Clay 
County. She hopes news 
of her shop extends to 
Talladega, Pell City, An-
niston, Shelby County 
and beyond. It is open 
Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Appointments are 
preferred. McClendon 
Bridals can be found on 
Facebook and Instagram, 
and has its own website, 
mcclendonbridals.com. 
The phone number is 
256-369-1446. 

Windsor looks for-
ward to becoming a part 
of the retail community, 

and she hopes the shop 
will be good for Sylacau-
ga by attracting new cus-
tomers to downtown. 

When not at her shop, 
Windsor spends time 
with her husband and 
family, which includes 

son Wes Watkins and 
wife Amy and grand-
daughters Marlee and 
Maggie, and daughter 
Ginger and husband Jeff 
and grandson Judah and 
granddaughter Josie.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
In addition to wedding gowns, the Sylacauga boutique offers an extensive collection of acces-
sories, including veils, belts, headpieces and jewelry.  Also available is a selection of special 
occasion attire for such bridal events as showers, parties and dinners.
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www.coosavalleyec.com
e-mail - info@coosavalleyec.com

Check Out Our Line 
of Energy Saving 

Appliances

SAVE
MONEY
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Service Times:
Sunday School at 9:45 am

Sunday Morning Worship at 11:00 am
Sunday Evening Service at 5:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00 pm

Pastor Andy Lambert
970 River Road, Cropwell, AL 35054

Phone 205.642.8744 

Web Site: cvcog.church

Mignon
Baptist Church

900 Avondale Ave.
Sylacauga • (256) 249-4303

Pastor Rev. Rick Deerman
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Wed. Night Service: 6:00 p.m.

Bemiston United 
Methodist Church

300 Wells Ave.
Talladega

(256) 521-1230
Pastor Glen Horn
Sunday Morning 

Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Cragdale 
Baptist Church
2149 Berney Station Rd.

 Talladega
Sunday School - 10 a.m.

Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night - 6 p.m.

First Baptist 
Church

200 8th Ave. SW, Childersburg
(256) 378-6058

Sunday Services 10:30 am 
Wednesday Services 6:00 pm
www.fi rstbaptistchildersburg.org

Plainview 
Baptist Church
24343 AL Hwy. 21

Talladega

Mt. Ida 
Baptist Church

Berney Station Rd.
Talladega

Sylacauga First 
Assembly Of God
560 Gantts Junction Rd.

Sylacauga  (256) 249-2461
Pastor Brian Jones

sfa@sfachurch.com
www.sfachurch.com

1711 Allison Mill Rd.
Talladega

(256) 362-3971
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Celebration 
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Celebration 
6:00 p.m.

 

Pastor Tommy Strickland
www.ridgeviewbc.net

RIDGEVIEW 
BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Central Baptist 
Church

P.O. Box 1085
126 Spring St. N., Talladega 

(256) 362-4836
Brother Trull Hill

Sunday School - 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday AWANA - 6:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Youth Meeting - 6:00 p.m.

Adult Choir Practice - 7:15 p.m.

Our Lady
of the Lake

Catholic Church
4609 Martin St. S.

Cropwell  (205) 525-5161
Father William Lucas

Daily Mass:
 Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 a.m.

Wed. Evening Mass: 7 p.m.
Saturday Mass: 6 p.m.

Sunday Masses: 
8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.

Harvest Center
Church of God

3207 - 8th Ave. N.
Pell City

(205) 338-2853
Pastor, Paul Lett

Sunday Service
8:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Sunday Service
6:00 p.m. 

Celebrate Recovery 
Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Youth

6:45 p.m.
Wednesday Service

7:00 p.m.
www.harvestcenterchurch.com

223 Wolf Creek Rd. N., Pell City

(205) 338-7711
www.edenwestside.org

PASTOR: JACKY CONNELL
Sunday Services 

8:10 am & 11:00 am 
Life Discovery 9:35 am 

Sun. Night Worship 6:00 pm
Wed. Night Bible Study 6:30 pm

EdenWestside 
Baptist Church

“River Campus”
1441 W. Riverview Rd
Trussville, AL 35173

Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Life Discovery 9:35 am

Wed. Bible Study 6:30 pm

300 James Street • Talladega
(256) 362-2859

Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship 11:00 am

 Evening Worship  6:00 pm
Wednesday Service 6:00 pm

Bemiston 
Baptist Church

Christ 
Deliverance 

Christian Center
34810 Alabama Highway 21 N

P.O. Box 1166
Talladega, AL 35161

256-362-1975
Sunday Worship

Hour: 
10:45 a.m.

Student Ministry
Children’s Church / 

Young Adult Classes
Timothy Embry, 

Pastor

First 
United 

Methodist 
(205) 338-3374

2200 Third Ave. N. 
Pell City

Traditional Worship  
8:30 am & 10:30 am

Wide Open 
Contemporary Worship

10:30 am
Sunday School

9:15 am

Rev. Byron Vance,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Belinda Rives,
Associate Pastor
Rev. Ava Rozelle,
Associate Pastor

www.pellcityfumc.org

Concord
United Methodist 

Church
85 Concord Church Rd.

Talladega
Pastor - Michael Gatch

God Is Love!!

Hepzibah 
Baptist Church
 5329 Renfroe Road

Talladega
256-268-2200

Pastor Justin Milliken

Mt. Zion Freewill 
Baptist Church            

Martin St. N., Pell City 

(205) 338-3708

Sunday School 9:45 am
Sunday Worship 10:45 am

Wed. Service 7:00 pm
Gospel Blue Grass- 

Every Sunday 5:00 pm
Sunday Night 6:00 pm

Pastor- Michael Barber
Associate Pastor- 
Travis Webster

New Maryland 
Missionary 

Baptist Church
405 New Maryland Rd.

Alpine, AL 
(256)268-9304

Sunday School 
9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship 
11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
7 p.m.

Rev. Eric D. Richardson, 
Pastor

“To God Be The Glory”
Come Worship With Us!

Southside 
Baptist 
Church
1101 Cherry St. 

Talladega
 (256) 362-7390

Come Worship With Us!
Sunday School  9:00 a.m.

Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Sunday Night Service

 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service

 6:30 p.m.
www.southsidetalladega.org

Kingston Baptist 
Church

333 Reynolds Mill Rd.
Alpine, AL 35014 
(256) 362-0435

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service 10:45 a.m.
BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday 6:00 p.m.
FACEBOOK:

 Kingston Baptist Church
Pastor Byron F. White

Sunday School  
Sunday 10:00 am

Traditional Worship  
Sunday 10:30am
Quilting Group 

Wed. 8:30am-1:00pm 

HARKEY’S 
CHAPEL
UNITED

METHODIST
CHURCH

1310 AL Hwy 144
Ragland

Celebrating Our 
190th  Year on

 August 11th, 2019

Bring a dish for 
fellowship meal  

Wednesday 11:00am

Please join us  for this 
wonderful  celebration.

VICTORY
CHURCH

154 Victory Drive
I-20 Exit 156
Pell City, AL

(205) 338-2901

Sunday
Two Identical Worship 

Experiences:
9:30 am and 11:00 am

www.victorypellcity.com
facebook.com/victorypellcity
Instagram: @victorychurchpc

9049 U.S. Hwy. 11
Springville, AL 
(205) 452-2383

“Speak only where the 
Bible speaks.”

Bible Classes (All ages):
Sunday 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.
Spencer Stone, Elder
Steve Swartz, Elder

Jason Cheney, Minister
springvillechurchofchrist.com

Springville
Church of Christ

new 
beginnings
ministries &
outreach
1401 Horns Lake Rd.
Talladega, AL 35160 

(740) 398-4609
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening 6 p.m.

Youth Night Every 3rd Sun.
 6 p.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study
6 p.m.

Food Bank Every 3rd Sat.
12 p.m. - 1 p.m.

Nursery Services Provided
Pastor : Dave Stamper

nbmnolimits@gmail.com

Ironaton
Baptist Church
5938 Ironaton Road

Talladega
Pastor: Gary Plummer

(256) 591-8696

16415 Ala. Hwy. 21 • Sylacauga
Pastor Anthony Dykes

Sunday School 8:00 am
Worship Service  9:00 am

Wednesday Bible Study  6:00 pm
Phone (256) 872-2356

Corinth 
Baptist Church

Dry Valley
Baptist Church
1603 Dry Valley Rd., Lincoln

(256) 404-5871
Dr. Bill Pruitt

600 Mulberry Ave., Anniston  •   (256) 454-2353
Pastor Anthony Cook

-PSALM 122:1
I was glad when they 
said unto me,
‘Let us go into the 
house of the Lord.’

Cindy Pennington
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Here at State Farm we value excellence 
above all else. We are here to assist the 

community with all of their daily needs and 
unexpected tragedies.

JP Dailey, Agent

2109 7th Ave. N, Suite 2

Pell City, AL 35125

205-525-5525

I can help you meet your insurance needs. 
Call me today for Free Insurance Quotes for 

Life Insurance & Supplemental Health.
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Celebrating Lives
With Dignity

2219 - 2nd Ave North
Pell City, AL

205-338-3341                                      

The professional, experienced staff at 
Kilgroe Funeral Home provides 

exceptional, compassionate care to 
families at a difficult time in their lives 

offering complete funeral services.

A Caring Tradition 
Since 1908

Plan Your Arrangements in Advance
so your family doesn’t have to...

Think of it as a gift to those you love.

Hometown People You Know And Trust.
We are proud to serve this fine community and 

we thank you for your continued trust in us.

KILGROE 
FUNERAL HOME

1750 Ashville Rd.
Leeds, AL   

205-699-3181 00
02

67
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115 Court Street North  •  Talladega, AL 35160

(256) 362-1953

Other staffing companies may say this, but who will be there 
tomorrow? Will you be able to get the job done? With Elwood Staffing, 

the answer is “yes.” For better employees and better results, get a 
better staffing company. Elwood Staffing.

Let Us Find You
the Right ONE
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Gabrielle Martin has 
served as executive di-
rector of Ann’s New Life 
Center for Women, and 
it’s a responsibility she 
doesn’t take lightly.

“For me, it’s a full-
time ministry,” she said.  
“I have to have God 
with me for every deci-
sion.  We want to make 
sure we’re honoring the 
godly example of Christ, 
and I pray for our clients 
as much as I pray for my 
own family.”

As the executive di-
rector, Martin finds her-
self wearing many figura-
tive hats.

“I can put on as many 
as seven or eight hats in 
a day,” she said.  “Every-
thing from paperwork to 
meeting with churches 
and pastors to answering 
phone calls to helping 
volunteers with classes to 
taking out the trash.”

She went on to ex-
plain the role of the cen-
ter, identify its needs and  
explain how the commu-
nity can help meet them.

About the center: 
The nonprofit faith-based 
center opened in 2012 
to assist women who are 
pregnant or may be preg-
nant.  Its current address 
is 2440 Martin Street 
South, Suite 1, in Crop-
well.  It is open Tuesdays 
and Thursdays to serve 
clients from Pell City, Tal-
ladega, Lincoln, Moody, 
Ashville, Springville and 
Vincent.  Its Leeds loca-
tion is at 4607 Roosevelt 
Drive, primarily serving 
Birmingham area clients. 

“We are here to show 
the love of Christ to 

women who are preg-
nant or may be pregnant, 
whether it’s listening to 
them, giving them advice 
or providing whatever 
help they need.”  The 

center offers pregnancy 
tests, ultrasounds (at the 
Cropwell location only), 
parenting and child care 
classes, a prayer room 
and a boutique from 
which clients can pur-
chase diapers, baby 
food, books, clothes and 
healthcare supplies with 
“baby bucks” they earn 
by attending classes.   

By the numbers:  
The center saw a total of 
137 new clients during 
2018, an increase from 
91 during 2017.  “Late-
ly about 75 percent of 
our new clients coming 
in pregnant are teens be-
tween grades 9 and 12.  
I would really like to 
see us be able to partner 
with the school system 
on some programs about 
healthy choices and 
healthy boundaries for 
middle school and high 
school students.  Our 
goal would be to reach 
them before the need our 
center.”

Why do clients come 
to the center?

“Granted, they may 
come in because they 
have physical needs – 
they can’t buy diapers, 
formula or clothes – but 
they also come because 
they need an emotional 
outlet.  So, so often we 
see mothers who are just 
beaten up emotionally.  
Everyone in their life is 
telling them they’ll never 
make anything of them-

selves, they can’t pro-
vide for their children or 
themselves, and they get 
negatives thrown at them 
every way they turn.  

“When they come 
here, we don’t judge.  
They get a different per-
spective than what the rest 
of the world gives them.  

It’s like lifting a weight 
for them.  When we have 
helped them set goals and 
set healthy boundaries 
for themselves, it can be 
a life-changer.”

Is the center pro-life 
or pro-choice?

“We want to support, 
empower and educate the 
people who walk through 
these doors.  Education 
is huge, and knowledge 
is power.  We want them 
to be educated to make 
the best decision possible 
for themselves and their 
unborn babies.  If they 
choose to get an abortion, 
we will be here for them 
afterward with open arms 
and no judgment.”

The center’s great-
est need:  “Donations.  
As a nonprofit, all of our 

funding comes from do-
nations.  You can visit 
our website to make do-
nations online, you can 
mail a donation or you 
can bring one by the cen-
ter.  We also have need 
for new car seats, baby 
clothes and diapers.  We 
always have a need for 
diapers.”

Another way to sup-
port the center:  “Be-
sides monetary dona-
tions, our biggest need is 
volunteers.  We’re pretty 
short staffed right now, 
but the volunteers we 
have now are amazing.  
Most have been here for 
several years, and they 
are so full of love for 
our mission.  But we can 
always use more, and 
there’s always something 
for them to do, from help-
ing at the reception desk 
to cleaning to organizing 
to serving as a client ad-
vocate.  We even have 
volunteers who just wash 
baby clothes for us.”

For information about 
making donations or vol-
unteering, visit www.
annsnewlifecenter.com, 
call 205-338-4560 or 
email annsnewlifecen-
ter@gmail.com

The center’s prima-
ry goal:  “At the end of 
the day, we want to give 
hope where it’s so des-
perately needed.”

Providing hope ‘where it’s so desperately needed’

By BUDDY ROBERTS
Special Projects Editor

Buddy Roberts/The Daily Home
Gabrielle Martin has served as executive director since August of 2018.  
“So far, the community has blown me away by how it has supported 
the center.  Many of our clients don’t have jobs, they live with family 
or friends and life is a struggle for them.  Our donors and community 
partners allow us to assist them to better their lives and the lives of 
their children.”

Buddy Roberts/The Daily Home
Ann’s New Life Center for Women is at 3340 Martin Street South, Suite 
1, in Cropwell.  It is open Tuesdays and Thursdays.  A second location is 
at 4607 Roosevelt Drive in Leeds.

Buddy Roberts/The Daily Home
The center’s boutique offers child care supplies, new and gently used 
clothing and other necessary items available to clients, who may pur-
chase them with “baby bucks” that are earned by attending parenting 
and child care classes. 
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FRESH
DAIRY

QUALITY
MEAT

Make Every Meal Count with 
low prices on your family’s favorite foods!

Selection, 
Quality
& Value 
Count...

So Does 
Every 
Penny.

That’s why at Piggly Wiggly we strive to 
deliver low prices on top quality foods

you feel good about buying. 

We accept Visa, Mastercard & Discover   •   Money Orders Available   • Food Stamps & WIC Accepted     

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU:
TALLADEGA • 320 W. BATTLE ST.
OFFICE 256-362-7949, DELI 362-7956

HOURS: MON.-SAT., 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-9 P.M.

CHILDERSBURG •  1068 1ST STREET N.W.
OFFICE 256-378-5795

HOURS: MON.-SAT., 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-9 P.M.

LINCOLN •  105 MAGNOLIA ST., SOUTH
OFFICE 205-763-7112

HOURS: MON.-THURS., 6 A.M.- 9 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-9 P.M.

SYLACAUGA •  1244 TALLADEGA HIGHWAY
OFFICE 256-249-4836

HOURS: MON.-SAT., 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-9 P.M.

SYLACAUGA •  1351 WEST FORT WILLIAMS ST.
OFFICE 256-249-8989

HOURS: MON.-SAT., 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-9 P.M.

000267171r1
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As a licensed profes-
sional counselor, Nieshia 
Brown believes that her 
career training is an asset 
to her new role as chair 
of the St. Clair County 
Democratic Executive 
Committee.

“I have the privilege 
of hearing people’s great-
est concerns, insecurities 
and deeply held beliefs,” 
the Moody resident said.  
“This gets to the core of 
how they perceive their 
world and how they be-
lieve they fit into it.  This 
can be especially import-
ant in understanding the 
motivations for political 
affiliations and potential 
candidate endorsement.”

Brown was elected 
to the committee late 
last summer.  A native of 
Dothan, she relocated to 
central Alabama to attend 
college at the University 
of Alabama at Birming-
ham, where she earned 
an undergraduate degree 
in criminal justice and 
psychology.  She holds 
graduate degrees in coun-
seling and clinical mental 
health from Jacksonville 
State University.

With the 2018 gener-
al election almost three 
months past and the 2020 
presidential race on the 
horizon, she discussed 
with The Daily Home 
issues that are of con-
cern to local Democrats, 
the role of the executive 
committee and what the 
party learned from last 
November’s election re-
sults.

What is the purpose 
of the Democratic Exec-

utive Committee?
“Our role is to raise 

awareness of the Demo-
cratic agenda throughout 
the county, recruit can-
didates to run for local 
offices and serve as a 
bridge between the party 
and the community.”

How did you become 
involved with politics?

“I had volunteered 
with a few campaigns 
in small ways, but I was 
really energized when 
Barack Obama ran for 
president.  I saw him 
when he came to the 
Boutwell Auditorium in 
Birmingham.  His ideas 
and what he was trying to 
do to make things better 
for all Americans reso-
nated with so many peo-
ple, including me.”

Brown also served as 
communications director 
and campaign manag-
er for Dr. Adia Winfrey, 
who sought the Demo-
cratic nomination for Al-
abama’s Third Congres-
sional District in the 2018 
primary election.

What issues are 
Democratic voters most 
concerned about?

“Access to affordable 
healthcare, equitable ac-
cess to quality education 
and job opportunities 
with adequate living 
wages.”

What could mem-
bers of both parties do 
to improve partisanship 
and reduce polariza-
tion?

“Have discussions 
both publicly and pri-
vately about areas of con-
cern with the potential for 
true understanding and 
compromise.  There’s too 
much ‘Us vs. Them.’  I 

have found that many Re-
publicans are concerned 
about the same things as 
me.  They are often stuck 
at what I believe are 
wedge issues that cause 
a certain intolerance or 
inflexibility in shared 
ideals as well.  By wedge 
issues, I mean abortion.”

What do you believe 
is the biggest miscon-
ception about Demo-
crats?

“That we all support 
the practice of abortion.  
I have read statements 
accusing Democrats of 
supporting full-term 
abortions or advanced 
pregnancy abortions.  
Many Democrats that I 
know and support be-
lieve, in contrast, that a 
decision to have a safe 
abortion should be a de-
cision made between a 
woman and her physi-
cian.”

What did Democrats 

learn from the Republi-
can sweep of Alabama 
state offices in the re-
cent general election?

“We got some infor-
mation about the work 
that still needs to be done.  
What we have to deter-
mine moving forward is 
how we can use that infor-
mation to make change.  
How do we reach voters 
who for whatever reason 
are unwilling to consider 
Democratic candidates?”

Are you encouraged 
by the growing field of 
Democratic presidential 
candidates for 2020?

“I believe this is an 
encouraging point.  Many 
of the candidates who 
have made the announce-
ment have many years of 
experience at the federal 
level of government and 
could potentially yield a 
very qualified candidate.”

Seeking equality in healthcare, jobs and education
By BUDDY ROBERTS
Special Projects Editor

Buddy Roberts/The Daily Home
Nieshia Brown chairs St. Clair County’s Demo-
cratic Executive Committee.

WEDNESDAY OPPORTUNITIES 
  5:00 pm - Children’s Choir
  5:30 pm - Children’s Activities
  6:00 pm - Youth Activities 
  6:00 pm - Bible Studies
Mission Statement
	 Bring People to Jesus
	 Bring Up Believers
	 Bless the World 
               

SUNDAY OPPORTUNITIES 
 9:00 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - Worship  
 5:00 pm -  New World Choir (Youth) 
 6:00 pm - Bread For The Journey

View our service live and
archived by going to:
www.livesteam.com/fumcsylacauga

105 E. Spring Street | Sylacauga, Al.

FIRST UNITED
Methodist churcH
  (256) 249-0362     www.firstmethodistchurch.com

000267045r1
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It’s called Dawg Talk and it has been a slow evolution 
that has taken those involved into a two-year journey that 
has been worth all the hard work – and the wait.

In 2016, Mickey Farmer (Etowah High School grad-
uate) and Nick Wilson (2014 Ashville High graduate and 
2018 Auburn grad) were working on developing a media 
studio within Ashville High School to give them space 
and the equipment to cover and promote Ashville sports.

“We were focused on highlight videos, web design, 
graphic design, and archival film,” Wilson said. “Our pri-
orities were social media and promoting our kids, making 
Ashville sports somewhat of a leader in digital sports me-
dia...not broadcasting.”

Farmer and Wilson were working with the Ashville 
Spirit Club to raise money needed to achieve their goal, 
which was $15,000. 

“Then, almost simultaneously, Farmer and I brought 
up the idea of broadcasting, almost as a funny ‘what-if’ 
moment,” Wilson said. “We talked about how great it 
would be to promote our kids and school live on a stream 
or broadcast, but we never took the idea seriously. We 
hadn’t even gotten to where we were even halfway done 
with fundraising for the studio. But, we thought about it 
more and more as I later found out. I mentioned it again 
to Farmer, and we became even more encouraged.”

In 2017, Hobart McLendon, (1984 Ashville High 
graduate) a member of the Ashville Spirit Club, talked 
to Wilson about having a sports talk show, similar to 
SportsCenter on ESPN programming. Wilson thought it 
was a great idea, but never thought they could do it.

“My expertise was in post-production work, meaning 
that I knew how to film something, then edit it on a com-
puter, not broadcast something live over the internet,” 
Wilson said. “I was out of my league on that topic, but 
McLendon kept it up. Finally, after thinking about how 
we could raise the money, we decided to seek sponsors. 
Thank goodness for the awesome businesses and people 
in Ashville, because we received so much support from 
our commercial partners in the area.”

For the next several months, Farmer and McLendon 
finessed the show’s format, and Wilson researched the 
best way to stream and how they could do it with the 
highest production value possible at the cheapest cost to 
them.

Then it came time to name the show. “Dog Bites”, 
“Light it Up!”, and “Time Out” were all considered, but, 
for the sake of keeping it simple, they chose “Dawg Talk”.

With a name and a budget, they set off to find two 
people that could lead their little ragtag broadcast team 
on the screen. Kevin Moore (1988 graduate of Ashville 
High) came to mind immediately. He was well-versed in 
the art of broadcasting, albeit without a camera, but still, 
he knew how to handle himself on a broadcast of some 
kind.

Next, they needed someone that could ask the good 
questions and create an interesting conversation to en-
gage viewers. The first person that came to mind was Jay 
Stewart, pastor of FBC Ashville.

“Stewart knew sports and public speaking, which 
made him a natural fit for the job,” Wilson said.

With the format set, the hosts in place, now it was 
time to buy the equipment and begin testing. After solv-
ing some technical difficulties and some other things, 

they finally decided on Dec. 8, 2018 as the air date. 
“Working long nights after school, basketball games, 

and wrestling matches, we finally began testing the equip-
ment and seeing how hard it would really be to make this 
work,” Wilson said. “Test after test, something wouldn’t 
work the way that we needed it to. This camera’s battery 
was dead, this microphone couldn’t be mounted, or a par-
ticular light would not come on. It was always something. 
Farmer was thrust in front of the camera, reading plain 
information out so we could test cameras and sound, but, 
surprisingly, people found it interesting.”

 Friday, Dec. 7, came. Farmer and Wilson got to the 
school six hours before going live to make sure that the 
set and equipment was ready. Finally, the time had come, 
after almost two years, to do what they never thought 
they could do.

Quality Diamond Merchants

Talladega • Pell City

69 Years of Trust
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Give us a call today

State of the Art
Auto Collision Repair

121 E 5th St., Sylacauga

256-245-0082

The Outstanding
Customer Service You Deserve

000267223r1

Furniture, Antiques, Vintage, 
Jewelry, Clothing & More!

The Place to Shop
42490 US Highway 280 | Sylacauga, Alabama

(256) 207-2420

Open
Tuesday thru Saturday 10am-5pm

 Sunday 1pm-5pm

000267290r1

 Pickle Patch

VENDOR MALL
a lil’ bit of EVERYTHING!

Facebook: Pickle Patch Market
Instagram: picklepatchmarket

Sports broadcasters work to build
school-community partnerships
By GARY HANNER
Home staff writer

Submitted Photo
Shaun Carter, right, Ashville High School’s assistant wrestling coach, is interviewed by Jay Stew-
art, left,  and Kevin Moore on the Dawg Talk sports program.  The broadcast is produced by the 
staff of Ashville Athletics, which works under the direction of the Ashville Spirit Club.  The spirit 
club works with other local organizations to improve various aspects of community life.  

LEEDS WATER WORKS
BOARD

8651 Thornton Ave, Leeds, AL 35094
Phone:(205) 699-5151

Hours 7:45 AM – 4:30 PM

Board Members
Cary Kennedy - Chairman

Michael L. Hall - Vice Chairman
Lee Barnes - Secretary

Proud Member Of:
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Submitted Photo
Brandon Farmer, left, and Mickey Farmer 
participate in a broadcast of Dawg Talk.  New 
episodes are online at www.ashvilleathletics.
com.  The broadcast is part of the Ashville 
Athletics organizaton’s effort to use its website 
and social media platforms to promote Ash-
ville sports across the region.
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Best Mexican Food 
In The Southeast

FULL BAR
215 N. Broadway, Sylacauga, AL 

256-249-3360

DINE IN • DELIVERY • PICK-UP

CUSTOM PIZZA

STROMBOLIS, HOAGIES 
& CHICKEN ALFREDO

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

BEST PIZZA IN TOWN!
DOUGH & PRODUCE FRESH DAILY

65290 AL Hwy. 77 • Talladega
       256-362-3339

4852 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City 35125

205-338-7775
Order online at Oishiasian.com

Open 7 Days a Week Mon-Thurs 11 am - 9 pm, 
Fri - Sat 11 am - 10 pm, Sun 11 am - 9 pm

Sushi, Hibachi, 
Asian Wok, Full Bar

We Now Have a Band Wednesday Evenings 
From 6 to 10 pm

ASIAN RESTAURANT

DINE IN OR 
CARRY OUT

Hwy. 231 N. • Pell City • 205-338-3221

BUFFET HOURS:
10:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Every 
Tuesday

E

Join Us For

---->OPEN DAILY<----
Sun. - Wed. 11AM - 9PM
Th ur. - Sat. 11AM - 10PM

 Margaritas

Hwy 231 South
Town Park Plaza • Pell City, AL

205.884.2195

DAILY
LUNCH SPECIALS

We have a large room to 
host your Special Event, 

Birthday Party, etc...
Call  today 

to book your 
Reservation!

13030 US Hwy 78, Riverside, AL
(205) 338-7420

Open 7 days a week

FAMILY RESTAURANT
THE ARK

Come eat with us and eat 
some of the best catfi sh 

you’ll ever have!

FINCHER’S 
Real Delite

Home Cooked Daily Lunch Specials

Catfish, Burgers, BBQ, Blue Plate 
Specials, Hand Dipped Ice Cream, 

& MUCH MORE!
521 N EAST ST, 
TALLADEGA 256- 362-2174 107 Johnson Ave. • Talladega

256-362-0505

First House
Chinese 

Restaurant
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

Business Hours: 
Mon.-Thurs. 11:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m., 
Fri. & Sat. 11:00 a.m.-10:30 p.m.

Sunday 11:30 a.m. -8:30 p.m.

SOUTHERN HOMESTYLE
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 

STARTING AT $6.99
Come try our handcut ribeyes, hand 

battered chicken wings & fi ngers, oysters, 
fresh shrimp (grilled or fried)

710 E. Battle Street • Talladega • 256-315-0600

SOUTHERN 
SHRIMP BOIL

Thursday - Sunday

205-525-5122

Bienviendos! 
Join us for 
some good 

Mexican food 
and drinks!

51 Vaughan Lane, 
Pell City 

(Walmart 
Shopping 
Center)

General Manager - Luis Barragan

Mon. - Thursday 
11 am-9:30 pm

Fri. 11 am-10:30 pm
Sat. 11 am-10 pm
Sun. 11 am-9 pm

WE CATER 
LUNCHEONS 

& SPECIAL 
EVENTS

DINE-IN OR 
CARRY-OUT

Southern Classic
50 Eastaboga Rd., Talladega

256-362-0022
Open Monday-Friday 10:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Casual Dining - Family Atmosphere!

We offer delicious homestyle dishes served 
up with a side of Southern Hospitality!

RESTAURANT AND CATERING

Specializing In:
Specialty Coffees, 
Homemade 
Pastries & Treats

709 E. Battle St.,Talladega
(Inside Domino’s Bldg.)

256-480-3132

WE CATER

FULL MENU SERVED ALL DAY!

Hibachi   Sushi   Asian
111 Stephen J. White Blvd. 

Suite 115, Talladega • 256-268-8608
LUNCH SPECIALS

Hibachi and Asian Wok ~ 11 am - 2:30 pm

DINE-IN OR TAKE-OUT

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 11 am - 2:30 pm and 4:30 pm - 9 pm;  
Sat. 11 am - 9:30 pm; Sun. 11 am - 9 pm

Now serving Sake, Beer & Wine
Bring this ad in and receive 

10% off $30.00 or more 
dinner purchases

Good thru 4/30/19

BUDDY’S  BBQ
103 Haynes St., Talladega

256-362-8851
FULL BREAKFAST MENU
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Open M-F 6:00 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sat. 6:00 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Join Us Nightly,
All You Can Eat Specials

1700 Martin St. N. Pell City

205-338-1443

www.gimmegrub.com/goldenrule

•BBQ Plates •Ribs •Brisket 
•Chicken •Steak 
•Fish & Seafood 

•Sandwiches and Desserts

WE CATER

1700 Martin St. N. Pell City

Mexican Lunch 
Buffet 

Sunday-Friday

Mexican Restaurant

918 1st St SW, Childersburg, AL
256-346-3511 

•Strombolis •Calzones •Pizza
•Italian Sausage Rolls

•Baked Lasagna •Baked Ziti

the italian cafe
Open Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

A TASTE OF ITALY IN CHILDERSBURG

Sports broadcasters work to build
school-community partnerships

“Sure, we thought it 
would come about eventu-
ally, maybe in 2020, but not 
now,” Wilson said. “The 
set was finished thanks to 
Pam Farmer and Nickie 
VanPelt. After some care-
ful planning, we thought it 
would be better to tape the 
show and then stream live 
the next day, just in case 
we ran into some of kind 
of problem. I’m glad we 
did this because there were 
problems, there always are 
in these situations.”

Dawg Talk went live 
after Ashville hosted the 
Good Hope Raiders in a 
basketball game. 

“Moore and Stewart 
killed it,” Wilson said. 
“Coach Brandon Farmer 
(2002 Ashville High gradu-
ate) and Coach Tyler Cole 
were awesome guests, and 
we had several wonderful 
people behind the scenes 
making sure everything 
went as smoothly as possi-
ble.”

VanPelt said she was so 
very excited about Dawg 
Talk.

“To see this come to fru-
ition through various part-
nerships within the schools 
and community is a huge 
step forward,” she said. 
“We are giving our kids a 
glimpse into broadcasting, 
marketing, and the impor-
tance of public speaking. It 
is a win-win for our schools 
and county. I cannot think 
of a better way to showcase 
many of our positives that 
we have in our schools, 
community and county. 
The media center is some-
thing technology wise that 
we can continue to build on 
and hopefully expand on.” 

Wilson said they hope 
Dawg Talk can continue 
to promote Ashville sports 
and students for the fore-
seeable future. 

“We aren’t where we 
want to be with it; there’s 
always room for improve-
ment, but it’s still nice to 
see the support from the 
community,” Wilson said. 
“Watching it go live on Sat-
urday morning and seeing 
the reaction from the town 
and our friends was so ful-
filling. We hope that we can 
keep improving and broad-
casting so that our program 
and Ashville athletics be-
comes the best in the state. 
Our goal is to unify our 
community and make our 
kids the envy of everyone 
else. Promoting our sports 
programs and school is so 
important, so why not do it 
in style.”

Gary Hanner/The Daily Home
From left, Brandon Farmer, Mickey Farmer, Jay Stewart, Kevin Moore, Nick Wilson and Nickie VanPelt were all involved in the development of 
Dawg Talk.
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118 N. Broadway • Sylacauga, AL 

256.369.1446  
McClendonBridals.com    •   instagram: mcclendonbridals

McClend o n
 Brida l s

All of our designer gowns are samples or overstocks? 
Because of this, you can secure your dream dress 

at your initial appointment without waiting weeks or 
months for it arrive. This also allows you to purchase 
gowns at a price that is significantly discounted, while 
still receiving one-of-a-kind attention from our team!

Did You Know…

000267615r1

BART PERRY 
Agent

1000 Forrest Place, Suite 1, Pell City, AL

205-525-0726
www.bartperry.com

Like a good neighbor 
State Farm is there®

CALL ME TODAY.

•Auto •Life •Homeowner’s •Health •Boat •Renters
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Cori Harris knows not 
everyone gets to work at 
their dream job, which is 
why she’s thankful that 
she does.

Harris joined the staff 
of the St. Clair County 

Extension Office as a nu-
tritionist in 2017, helping 
extend its outreach into 
local schools and encour-
aging students to improve 
their eating habits.

“It was my dream job 

in middle school to be a 
nutritionist,” she said.  “I 
was small, and I saw a 
nutritionist because my 
parents were worried that 
I wasn’t growing as I 
should.  I thought the nu-
tritionist had the coolest 
job ever.”

Harris enjoys work-

Helping students make healthier food choices

By BUDDY ROBERTS
Special Projects Editor

ing with youngsters, and 
she worked in the nutri-
tion department of Chil-
dren’s of Alabama before 
coming to the extension 
service.  A native of 
Trussville who graduated 
from Crossroads Chris-
tian School in Moody 
and Samford University, 
she described the prima-
ry program she presents 
to students and identified 
the one word she doesn’t 
allow them to say about 
food.

Body Quest:  Harris 
conducts the program – 
which promotes healthy 
eating habits and an ac-
tive lifestyle – for third 
grade students in schools 
with participation in free 
and reduced lunch pro-
grams of 50 percent or 
more.  “We do vegetable 
tastings, iPad lessons and 
they get healthy recipes 
to take home to their par-
ents.”

How students react 
to the vegetable tastings:  
“Well, kids would prefer 
to eat things like chips 
and cakes and cookies, so 
they’re a little hesitant at 
first when I bring in the 
fresh spinach, broccoli 
and cauliflower.  Some 
of them have never heard 
of cauliflower, and some 
don’t know what spinach 
is.  They call it ‘leaves.’  
But once they’re aware 
of the benefits of eating 
fruits and vegetables, 
they get a whole lot more 
excited about it, and most 
will start to like them by 
the end of the year.”

Does the program 
come with some chal-
lenges?  “Sometimes, 
like when someone asks 
what’s the difference be-
tween whole fat, 2 per-
cent, 1 percent and skim 
milk.  That can be a lit-
tle difficult to explain to 
third graders.  But the 
important thing is that 
they’re asking about it, 
and they’ll go home and 
tell their parents about it.  
Another tough question is 
when they ask if there are 
healthy foods at McDon-
ald’s.  My answer is ‘no, 
not really,’ other than the 
apple slices, which is a 
good way to bring up how 
whole fruits are better 
than juices, and the whole 
question is an opportunity 
to start a discussion about 
making better choices.”

Her favorite fruit 
and vegetable:  “Peaches 

are my favorite fruit.  As 
for veggies, they’re not 
my favorite thing, so I can 
totally relate to the kids 
about that.”

What she won’t per-
mit students to say:  
“Our bad word in Body 
Quest is ‘Ewwwww!’  
And they can’t tell me a 
vegetable is gross or dis-
gusting if they’ve never 
tried it.”

The best part of her 
job:  “When they come 
up and tell me, ‘I had ex-
tra veggies at dinner last 
night.’ Or when fourth 
graders that I worked 
with the year before come 
up and tell me about 
what they’re eating that’s 
healthy.  They’re excited 
to tell me about it, and 
I feel like I’ve accom-
plished something, that 
I’ve made a difference in 
these kids’ lives.”

Buddy Roberts/The Daily Home
Cori Harris is a nutritionist with the St. Clair County Extension Office.  “I 
love that I get to work with kids and then I get to come back to an office 
where the people there are such a family to me,” she said. 
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If you have high-interest credit cards this is the perfect opportunity to make the switch to Coosa 
Pines FCU VISA® Credit Card! You may even qualify for a lower interest rate with a lower monthly 

payment. Make the switch now and get 1.99% APR* for six (6) months from balance transfer 
date on any single balance transfer made until March 31, 2019. After the promotional period, 

our standard rate between 8.75%-15.75% APR will apply, depending on your eligibility.

APR-Annual Percentage Rate. Must meet membership and credit requirements. The promotional rate will convert to the standard rate of 8.75%-
15.95% depending on eligibility at the end of the six (6) months promotional period (September 30, 2019). Offer good on initial transfer only. Offer 
applies to non-CPFCU card balance transfers only. For terms and conditions, see a CPFCU loan officer.

Helping students make healthier food choices
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Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner’s manual

Financing Available
“See Your Dealer 

For Details”

We’re Your Premier Honda Dealer!
Recently Certified Honda Technicians with all Honda Diagonostic Systems, at Both Locations

SALES • SERVICE • STORAGE

7062 Stemley Road on Logan Martin Lake • Talladega   

 256-268-2939
 Since 1998  •  www.poorhousebranchmarina.com  •  Open 7 Days

    

Poor House 
BrancH Marina

 Stop By 
To See 

Our Huge 
SelectionArriving Daily!

SECOND LOCATION
Lake Martin Area, Hwy. 280, Jacksons Gap, AL

POWERED BY

Local Matters host on the phone with Oprah
As the host of WE-

AC’s weekly program 
Local Matters, Dottie 
Rimpsey is often recog-
nized by viewers, some-
times in places where 
they don’t expect to see 
her.

“I was shopping at 
the Center of Hope Thrift 
Store – I love to thrift 
shop – not long ago, and 
someone came up to me 
and said, ‘Aren’t you 
that girl on Local Mat-
ters?  What are you doing 
here?’” she recalled.  “I 
said, ‘I’m shopping here 
just like you!’ Sometimes 
you don’t realize the im-
pact of what you do, but 
it’s always nice when you 
find out like that.”

Local Matters airs at 
9:30 p.m. Thursdays on 
WEAC 24, broadcast to 
Talladega, St. Clair and 
seven other counties in 
central and east Alabama.  
Created as a forum to 
discuss issues affecting 
local communities, the 
show is in its fourth year, 
and Rimpsey (who also 
teaches communications 
at Talladega College and 
Jacksonville State Uni-
versity) sees it as part of 
a journey that began for 
her at a different time 
in a different part of the 
country.

She recently shared 
her story with The Daily 
Home.

From Alabama 
to New England and 
back: Rimpsey’s family 
moved from Anniston to 
Chicago when she was 
9 months old, and she 
finished high school in 

Hartford, Connecticut, 
before returning south 
to attend Jacksonville 
State University.  “I came 
down every summer to 
visit my dad, which is 
how I knew of JSU, so it 
wasn’t like the South was 
totally foreign to me, but 
I didn’t want to go to col-
lege right off.  I wanted to 
be a flight attendant, but 
my father stressed that 
education is the key to 
upward mobility, and it 
was at Jacksonville State 
that I got the real South-
ern experience.”

At JSU:  “I had a 
great experience there.”  
She was a member of 
the Student Government 
Association executive 
committee, a Gamecock 
hostess, a member of the 
basketball team’s dance 
line and served as a dorm 
liaison for the campus 
police.  She returned 
to Connecticut for two 
years, but upon resuming 
her studies at Jackson-
ville State, she was one of 
the first graduates to re-
ceive a communications 
degree from the college.  

Back to Connecti-
cut:  Rimspey was work-
ing in corporate event 
planning when she read 
a newspaper ad seek-
ing candidates for a paid 
broadcasting internship 
at WSFB, Harford’s CBS 
affiliate.  “I had been out 
of school for four years at 
that time, and I was com-
peting against students 
from UConn, Harvard 
and Yale, but I actually 
got the position.  This 
was in the pre-cell phone 

days, early 1990s, and 
Gayle King was there as 
the news anchor.”

King, now co-an-
chor of CBS This Morn-
ing, is the longtime best 
friend of Oprah Winfrey.  
“Oprah would call every 
day, two or three times a 
day, looking for Gayle.  It 
would be routine for me 
to answer the phone and 
it would be Oprah: ‘Hey, 
Dottie.  Where’s Gayle?’ 
We didn’t think anything 
of it.”

While at WFSB, 
Rimpsey had opportunity 
to interview such well-
known figures as the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson and Lou 

Rawls, participate in cov-
erage of a town hall event 
about race relations and 
work on projects with 
King and Maury Povich.

Back in Alabama:  
She returned south and 
to the corporate and non-
profit sector after a few 
years but never forgot 
that “one of the things I 
always wanted to do was 
have my own talk show.”  
It was from a conversa-
tion with Mickey Shad-
dix, WEAC’s general 
manager, that Local Mat-
ters developed.

“We were talking 
about a program for the 
station that would spot-

light issues of concern 
and really embrace every-
day, average citizens in 
the spirit of diversity and 
inclusion.  But we didn’t 
know what we were go-
ing to name it.  There 
was a coffee mug on the 
table with ‘Local Mat-
ters’ on it – that was the 
station’s motto.  Mickey 
said, ‘Why don’t we call 
it Local Matters?’ I said, 
‘That’s it!’  We didn’t 
know how it would be re-
ceived, but the public has 
really embraced it.”

The goal of Local 
Matters:  “To empower, 
inspire and motivate peo-
ple to talk about issues 

that matter to them, and 
I’m proud that we’ve had 
people from all walks of 
life on the show.  It was 
also created to challenge 
people to be more open 
in the way they talk about 
issues, whether they’re 
of local or national con-
cern.”

The journey so far:  
“I’m glad I get to do what 
I love.  It’s amazing how 
God will move you to 
where you’re supposed 
to be, and I believe I’m 
where I’m supposed to be 
right now.”

By BUDDY ROBERTS
Special Projects Editor

Photo Submitted
Host Dottie Rimpsey on the set of Local Matters with gastroenterologist Dr. Mohamadali 
Eloubeidi.  The issues-driven talk show can be seen on WEAC 24 in Talladega, St. Clair and seven 
other counties in central and east Alabama.
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256-237-5821 or 1-800-321-4414

401 South Noble St. • Anniston, AL
Free Estimates - Easy Terms - Since 1950

Eugene L. Evans Mfg. Co., Inc.

www.awningsbyevans.com

Let us turn your existing screen porch into a glass 
room or sunroom. Visit our website for more ideas.

ENJOY LIFE
Under a Patio Cover or Sunroom

DON’T FALL
Keep Your Balance Going Up and Down Steps

ORNAMENTAL IRON HANDRAILS
Over 10 Styles To Choose From

STAY DRY
Under a Canvas or Aluminum Awning

Keep Out The Hot Sun Plus Protect The 
Wood Around Your Windows & Doors
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•Joe Porter   •Donna Roberts
•Debra Catchings   •Dayna Layfield 

•Ruth Helen Deese   •Danny Blackstone 

PORTER & PORTER
Established in 1950

256.362.4194
www.porterandportercompany.com

START PACKING
WHEN YOU LIST WITH US!

Knowledge &
Experience

209 North St. W., Talladega

HOMETOWN
 REALTY

100 East St. N.,Suite C  •  Talladega

Elaine Stringer
Broker

256-493-0530

Vic Stringer
Realtor

256-493-6101

256-480-0150

www.talladegahomes.com

Talladega CounTy

 REALTORS®

Thackerson
Realty

    256.362.8411 800 North St E
Talladega, AL

David Owen
 Broker/Owner

256-761-7179

Ellie & Charlie Diggs
Realtors

256-521-1786

OFFICE

SERVING THE REAL ESTATE NEEDS OF 
TALLADEGA & SURROUNDING AREAS.
Residential, Land & Commercial Real Estate

Rentals • Property Management

   •LAND
•COMMERCIAL
•RESIDENTIAL256-368-9008 

Cell 256-223-1817

HEATHER 
ROBERTS

Realtor/Owner

www.alahomes.com

112 Court Sq., South, Talladega

ATKINSON
Real estate, llC

256-245-6782
Residential, Commercial and Waterfront

www.atkinsonrealestatellc.com

June L. Atkinson, Broker                (205) 369-1420
Greg Atkinson, Assoc. Broker      (205) 369-7769
Ruth Berry                       (256) 208-8431
Kay Sprayberry                      (256) 872-0174  
Jerry Hicks                      (256) 404-5050
Carol Emlich-Bates                      (256) 872-0395

“Helping Families and Businesses
Find A Place Called Home”

SINCE 1968

Fairmont Realty 
Company

Greg Tubbs, Owner/Broker 
(256) 872-4663

Tarus Twyman, Realtor (256) 391-7746
Jayna Harris, Realtor (205) 381-0533

Robin Brooks, Realtor (256) 334-1221
Kim Craft, Realtor (205) 835-1880

David Gray, Realtor (256) 404-8583

“Sylacauga’s Professional REALTORS®”
www.fairmont-realty.com

LIST WITH US – WE ARE SELLING
208 North Broadway Ave.Sylacauga, AL 35150

Office (256) 249-8574

Bill Pharr, Broker / Owner
256-872-6208

Padgette Mcgrady 205-369-9916
Mary Harvard 256-404-0859
Jessica Taft 256-404-7766
Blake Pharr 256-267-5981
Becky Bolton 256-487-1107
Mike Richardson 256-267-3706
Beth Richardson 205-207-6885
Josh Morris 256-487-2244
Beverly Murphy  256-404-7754
Brad Chappell 256-391-2139
Cristie Hope 256-401-3285
Randy Mcgrady 205-369-1377

Kevin Hathcock’s re-
sponsibilities as student 
services coordinator with 
St. Clair County Schools 
are many. 

He is a court liaison 
for students and serves on 
the St. Clair County DHR 
Multi-Needs and Quality 
Assurance committees 
to assist with meeting 
student needs. He is the 
Attendance Officer for 
grades K-12, and he co-
ordinates cheerleader try-
outs, which are coming 
up soon. 

Recently, members of 
the Alabama Association 
of Prevention, Atten-
dance, and Support Ser-
vices (AAPASS) award-
ed Hathcock the “Rhonda 
L. Cotton: Be the Change 
Award” for his dedication 
to “doing the right thing 
for children and fami-
lies.” 

The AAPASS oper-
ates under the Council 
for Leaders in Alabama 
Schools, which formed in 
1969. Members work to 
provide professional de-
velopment for school ad-
ministrators and to meet 
the needs for schools and 
students. About 3,500 
members take part in 
programs designed to im-
prove public education. 

The late Rhonda Cot-
ton, for whom the award 
was named, worked in 
the Baldwin County 
School System helping 
students and administra-
tors in countless ways. 
She was deemed an am-
bassador for Alabama’s 
schools. 

Hathcock, who does 
not know who nominated 
him, fulfilled the criteria 
of being a candidate who 
is “ingrained in family 
and community, who be-
lieves that the quality of 
living can and should be 
improved for everyone,” 
according to a press re-
lease. 

Hathcock began 
teaching first grade at 
Odenville Elementary 
School 25 years ago. Five 
years later, he became as-
sistant principal of the 
school. For the past 15 
years, he has worked in 
his current job. His path 
as an educator began at 
Jacksonville State Uni-
versity where he enrolled 
to become a radiologist. 
However, he quickly re-
alized the field was not 
for him, and he followed 
a friend’s suggestion to 
visit a school system. He 
changed his major to ed-
ucation. 

“I observed a class-
room and fell in love with 

education,” he said. 
One example of his 

work is that he imple-
mented a county-wide 
cheerleader tryout for 
the entire school system 
to allow all cheerlead-
ers to be judged fairly 
and equally through the 
use of a uniform judging 
standard with the same 
set of judges judging 
all cheerleaders in one 
day. After conducting 
research to find the best 
practices, he worked with 
the schools to move the 
tryouts away from each 
individual school and to 
hire judges from outside 
each district. The post-
ings of the results, which 
are done the evening of 
the tryouts, are uploaded 
to the school system’s 
website. 

“I hated seeing the 
girls find out if they 
made it or not in front of 
their peers,” Hathcock 
said. “Now they can find 
out the results in their 
homes.” 

Another example of 
his work is that he serves 

as the board of education 
liaison for the St. Clair 
County juvenile court 
system. In this role, he 
provides educational 
documentation and an-
swers questions about the 
court system on behalf of 
the students. In addition, 
as an attendance officer, 
he works with the St. 
Clair County Juvenile 
Probation Office to stress 
the importance of school 
attendance with students 
and parents. 

In addition to his job, 
Hathcock volunteers 
time at his grandson’s 
daycare and also volun-
teers as a Miss Alabama/
Miss America Field Di-
rector and co-director 
of the Miss Alabama’s 
Outstanding Teen Com-
petition, where he has 
helped raise hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for 
participants to pursue 
their college education. 
Some of the most reward-
ing memories that he has 
found throughout the 
years are when former 
students approach him 
and thank him. 

“That makes all I do 
worth it,” he said.

St. Clair educator receives Be the Change AwardLocal Matters host on the phone with Oprah

By Sherry Kughn 
Special to The Daily Home

File photo
Kevin Hathcock of St. Clair County Schools is a recipient of the Rhon-
da L. Cotton Be the Change Award.  At right is former superintendent 
Jenny Seals. File photo

Hathcock with Katie Cone of Springville High School, who was named 
captain of the 2018 St. Clair All-County Varsity cheerleading team.  He 
has organized the annual county cheerleading competition for a num-
ber of years.
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Paid for by the Rusty Jessup, 160 Scisson Lane, Riverside, AL 35135

THANK YOU

HHHRUSTY

JESSUP
MAYOR

RIVERSIDE, AL

For all the support from this 
great community and 

allowing me to be your 
Mayor in 2018. I am proud of 

our community and of the 
people that work and live here. 
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Andrea Machen 
Executive Director

Monday – Thursday 
 9:00am – 3:00pm

670 Park Avenue
Moody, AL 35004
(205) 640-6262

Fax: (205) 640-2996

MISSION STATEMENT
Embracing commitment for growth and development 
of each individual or enterprise within our community 
and striving to meet the needs of our growing 
community through dedication and commitment.

000267795R1

We want to wish a heartfelt thank you to all of our 
Birmingham customers  and all of the surrounding areas 

for their business over the last 48 years.

~ THANK YOU ~
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We’re moving to our new location in March.
Please come and check out our new store.

OUR NEW ADDRESS IS:
1715 2nd Ave. East, Hwy. 75 No., Oneonta, AL 35121
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Rose’s Shoes & Boots
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Pell City Chamber of Commerce plans big events for 2019

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
New Pell City Chamber of Commerce officers are, from left, president Chris Christian, presi-
dent-elect Greg Weber, vice president Kelly Furgerson and treasurer Ashley St. John.

While some organizations may struggle to find 
new members, there were fresh faces at the recent 
Pell City Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Stake-
holders Meeting. 

“That’s a good way of putting it. ‘Fresh faces,” 
said chamber president Chris Christian. 

The local chamber continues its work to drive 
up membership numbers, and it is apparently do-
ing a good job in that area. 

“That’s a challenge everywhere,” Christian 
said. “It’s hard to get people to sign on, but we 
have a lot of professionals here who want to help 
make the chamber and community better.”

He said when new professionals move into the 
area, they seek out the chamber. 

“We have fresh faces wanting to see positive 
things in the city,” Christian said. “We’ve done so 
many good things in the past two years.”

The chamber recently released its three-year 
strategic plan. Included as one of its goals is in-
creasing its membership during the next three 
years. 

“We want to grow our membership by 25 per-
cent in the next three years,” Christian said. 

The strategic plan provides a roadmap for the 
chamber. 

Christian said the plan is especially helpful 
for new members or officers who are elected to a 
chamber office. 

“They won’t have to ask, ‘What are we sup-
posed to do?’” he said. “With this plan, everybody 
knows what is going on. This gives everyone a 
clear road map.”

The St. Clair County Economic Development 
Council partnered with the chamber to help devel-
op the strategic plan, which included input from 
community leaders and chamber members. 

“We discussed the good and the bad and things 
we could improve on,” Christian said. 

The list of ideas was reviewed by a committee, 
which focused and narrowed the list, so a three-

year plan could be developed.  
The plan outlines goals the chamber wants to 

achieve during the next three years. 
The strategic plan outlines improvements in 

the areas of communications, marketing and pro-
motion, leadership, membership, tourism and ed-
ucation, and the chamber is already improving in 
many of those areas, according to its president.

Christian said the chamber’s monthly After 
Hours meet-and-greet is booked all the way to 
August or September. After Hours is held in local 
businesses that are members of the Chamber, and 
the event provides an avenue for people to get to 
know others in the community while having fun.

“Now we have people calling us wanting to 
hold an After Hours at their business,” Christian 
said. 

He said the chamber is also gearing up to start 
a Chamber Ambassador Program at Pell City High 
School. 

The chamber has planned one big event each 
quarter, and it recently held its annual stakehold-
ers meeting at Louie’s Grill in Cropwell.  It was 

the big event for the first quarter.  Next up is the 
annual Block Party, which is slated for June 1. The 
event will again be held on a Saturday. 

“That seemed to work really well last year, 
transitioning from Friday to Saturday,” Christian 
said. 

The following quarter, in September, the cham-
ber will hold its Citizen, Business and Industry 
of the Year luncheon, and during the final quar-
ter, December, the chamber will hold the annual 
Christmas Parade. 

The chamber office is in the Pell City Municipal 
Complex, 1000 Bruce Etheredge Parkway, Suite 
105. The telephone number is 205-338-3377.

By DAVID ATCHISON
Home staff writer

The chamber of commerce’s office is inside the Pell City Municipal Complex. 

By David Atchison
Home staff writer
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1000 Bruce Etheredge Pkwy #105  |  Pell City, AL 35128

(205) 338-3377  |  PellCityChamber.com

Known by most as “The Gateway to Logan Martin Lake,” much 
of Pell City borders picturesque waters, an inviting scene to all 
who visit & call this special place home. Recreational offerings 
are among the best in the state, schools are nationally accredited, 
quality health care is central to the city, and houses of worship, 
representing virtually every denomination, are welcoming.

Network     
Advertise     
Promote

GREATER PELL CITY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Staff :
Courtney Hobson, Executive Director

Offi  cers:
Brandon Turner, President, Chris Christian, Vice President

Ashley St. John, Treasurer
 Board Members:

Board Members, Charity Mitcham, Blair Goodgame, Urainah Glidewell, 
Karen Pack, Tommy Barrows, Denise Olivastri, Emily Norris 

Caran Wilbanks , Meighan Posey  
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205-338-4342

Hwy. 231 North  •   Pell City / Wattsville
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Saturday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

crfeedsupply@centurytel.net
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Garden Seed and Supplies

Lawn Mowers

Upcoming Events
HP40 Songwriter Fest - April 26-27, 2019

Fun weekend of Music & Food
Musicians: Christina Christian & More TBA

Frontier Gathering & Rendezvous - May 17-19, 2019

Bluegrass & Craft Fair - May 24 & 25, 2019
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ORSE PENS 40Outdoor
Nature Park

3525 Co. Rd. 42
Steele, AL 35987 256-538-7439

Owned and Operated by the Schultz Family

•250 + RV Hookups
•Camping
•Nature Trails
•Bouldering

•Picnicking
•FESTIVALS
•Bluegrass
•Native American

•Civil War
•Arts & Crafts

Check Us Out Online
at www.HP40.com

John Farris
Tel. 205-577-7752
AESBL#1823

7430 Parkway Drive
Leeds, AL 35094

farrislockandkey@gmail.com
farrislockandkey.com
facebook.com/farrislockandkey1

In God We Trust

FARRIS LOCK 
AND KEY

YOUR TRUE LOCAL 
LOCKSMITH

Vehicle, Residential 
Commercial, 

Lock Replacement, 
Re-Key and Repair
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By Amanda E.H. Pritchard
Special to The Daily Home

Creative collaborations at the Gallery of Eden

When you turn off Exit 156 on I-20, take a right 
and cruise down Cogswell Avenue, you’re greet-
ed with vivacious energy, creative expression and 
electric movement at the Gallery of Eden. 

Opened in November of 2018 by the creative 
couple of Wally Bromberg and Nettie Bean, the 
gallery has gifted the Pell City area with the op-
portunity to enjoy eclectic examples of creativity. 

Developing this niche is a natural fit for this 
photographer and artist duo. “I never thought I’d 
be a gallerist,” Bromberg said. He smiled adding, 
“That’s the official term.” 

At 68 Cogswell Avenue, Gallery of Eden is 
home to 20 artists. “We love art and the art com-
munity,” Bromberg said. “Gallery of Eden offers 
good quality art to our community. There’s a tre-
mendous amount of talent in this area. We know 
we are blessed.” 

Open from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays 
and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays the gallery is a place 
where people can see and buy beautiful works of 
art. “Buying the product of local artists means 
so much to them because a significant amount of 
their income is their art,” said Bromberg.   

Incorporating other artistic elements to the gal-
lery, Tuesday nights are about the performing arts, 
with several musicians gathering for a jam ses-
sion. In March, Bean plans to offer Introduction 
to Art classes for up to 12 students. She is also 
available for private lessons. 

When asked from where she draws her inspi-
ration, Bean said, “Light and shapes intrigue me. 
And atmospheric conditions —the more you see, 
the more you see.” Regarding Bean’s work, Brom-
berg says, “Nettie has an amazing eye and sense of 
composition.”

Eager to offer art of all kinds and all budgets 
to local collectors, Gallery of Eden price points 
range from $5 to $2,500. 

“You may be looking for a painting for your 
wall that goes along with decorator colors or 
thinking this would look good in my living room,” 
Bromberg said. “It’s about having an emotional 
connection with a painting. For instance, one of 

Nettie’s paintings brings up fond memories where 
a friend of ours visited creeks with his dad. Art is 
entirely subjective.” 

Grateful for the support both community mem-
bers and other art galleries are giving them, Brom-
berg and Bean believe Gallery of Eden is about 
building a firm foundation, which enables them to 
take risks. 

Diversity is displayed throughout the gallery, 
whether you’re searching for works from wood 
carver Dan Bussey (who creates one-of-a-kind 
staffs and walking sticks) or Steve and Sally 
Smith (who create mosaics, or as Steve likes to 
say, “wine chimes,”), Gallery of Eden is making a 
statement – each artist’s work has a distinct style. 

“Larry Allen does amazing work with symme-
try,” Bromberg stated. “While local artist Lynda 
Bassett, who is originally from New Zealand and 
once created pastry masterpieces, has translat-
ed her talent in cake decorating over to clay. Her 
work is so diverse.” 

Canne Holladay, who studied art at Auburn 
University and worked at high-end studios, has 
come back home to Pell City and is showing her 
work at Gallery of Eden. Works by other artists, 
such as Sylvia McDonald, Troy Crisswell, Mal-
lory Gilbreath, Art Bacon, Diane Ellis, Christ 
Cotter, Penny Arnold and Kimberly Fox, can be 
viewed and purchased at Gallery of Eden. 

Fusing their love of art and for one another to-

gether is what moved Bromberg and Bean to de-
velop Gallery of Eden, a space that began in their 
hearts and minds, then became a reality. “We need 
art in all forms,” Bromberg stated. “It’s an incred-
ibly powerful thing.”

For more information, visit Gallery of Eden’s 
Facebook page or call 205-370-8702.

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
Wally Bromberg and Nettie Bean are the own-
ers of Gallery of Eden in Pell City.

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
“We need art in all forms,” Bromberg said.  
“It’s an incredibly powerful thing.”

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
The work of 20 local artists is on display in the 
gallery.

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
“Buying the products of local artists helps 
their families and our communities,” Brom-
berg said.

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
“There’s a tremendous amount of talent in 
this area,” Bromberg said. “We want to offer 
good quality art to the community.”
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3301 Acmar Rd., Moody, AL 35004
Contact Amanda Houck 

Phone: 256-499-0353

Thank  You

000267374r1

OUR VISION:
We will become THE leader in our industry for customer loyalty and employee engagement.

OUR MISSION:
Every day, Driven to Deliver Service First, Safety Always.

WE WILL DELIVER:
Integrity in everything we do  |  Service First for our customers  |  Safety Always: Every day, every action 

Accountability for our actions  |  Ownership of our responsibilities

to the citizens that helped us to achieve our goal.
We are proud to be a part of this community.

205-338-7500
www.tradesmanco.com

Come visit our showroom
3620 Martin St. S.

Cropwell, AL

•PIERS •DOCKS
•RIP-RAP •REPAIRS 

•SEAWALLS
•BOATHOUSES 

•MAINTENANCE
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Upgrade Your 2019 

Lakeside Experience!

‘We are so blessed to have this in Pell City’
New entertainment center opens to rave reviews

The first of its kind 
in Pell City, Premiere 
Cinemas offer mov-
ie goers, bowlers and 
gaming enthusiasts a 
unique entertainment 
experience. Ann Ray, 
director of amusement 
for Premiere Cinemas, 

feels honored Pell City 
has been chosen for the 
company’s pilot pro-
gram. 

“So far our corpo-

rate office is loving it,” 
she said. “They’re very 
happy with this facili-
ty.” Seeing the success 
of Pell City Premiere 
Lux Cine, Bowl & Piz-
za Pub is expected to 
prompt overseers in 
Premiere Cinemas Tex-

as based corporate of-
fice to construct others 
across the country. 

Having broken 
ground in 2016, the 

Pell City Premiere Lux 
Cine, Bowl & Pizza 
Pub ushered in 2019 
by opening its doors on 
January 18. Assigned 
seating for the movies 
can be purchased on-
line at www.pccmovies.
com, at a kiosk or any 
counter at Pell City Pre-
miere Lux Cine, Bowl 
& Pizza Pub.

The entertainment 
center employs approx-
imately 70 employees, 
providing 7 screens in 
theaters that seat a total 

of 800 people, who can 
look forward to delecta-
ble edibles being served 
to the theater doors, 
party rooms and bowl-
ing lanes. 

Residents are 
thrilled to have such an 
establishment in Pell 
City. One community 
member wrote on her 
Facebook page, “Guys, 

this place is so nice! 
You have to check it 
out. Amazing! We are 
so blessed to have this 
in Pell City.” Another 

exclaimed, “Totally im-
pressed! First class, top 

notch facility!”
Hosting charitable 

By Amanda E.H. Pritchard
Special to The Daily Home

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
The long-awaited entertainment complex opened in January, featuring seven first-run movie 
screens.
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events, field trips, birth-
day parties and more, 
Premiere Cinemas is 
also home to an arcade, 
ropes course and bowl-
ing alley. 

People from Cal-
houn County to Tus-
caloosa and places in 
between are making the 
trip because the price is 
right. “A 10-person par-
ty is $150,” said Ray. 
Serving up a full menu 
and bar options means 
people can truly enjoy 
dinner and a movie all 
in one place. With pric-
es ranging from $6.99-
$15.99 for Previews 
(appetizers) to Main 
Features (entrees), Pre-
miere Cinemas Pizza 
Pub & Grill is priced 
right for any budget. 

Whether it’s pizza 
(by the slice or made 
to order), fried pickles 
or Philly cheesesteak, 
dinner is on and served 
in your theater. While 
you’re on the way to 
your seat, don’t forget 
to grab some popcorn 
and an Icee or other 
beverage at the self 
serve counters.

Open 11 a.m.-11 
p.m. seven days a week, 
Premiere Lux Cine, 
Bowl & Pizza Pub at 
1200 Vaughan Lane in-
vites community mem-
bers to enjoy time with 
family and friends over 
their favorite beverage 
and a round of Ice Man, 
one of the most popular 
games in the arcade. 

“We use two gallons 
of water a day on Ice 
Man,” said Bobby Ray, 

Ann’s husband who 
runs the Sky Rail ropes 
course. “The Jurassic 
Park game is also very 
popular.” 

Sky Rail is typically 
open Fridays-Sundays 
from 4 p.m.-10 p.m., 
and Ray says the course 
always uses the princi-
ple “safety first.” Sky 
Rail is for those at least 
48” tall and who weigh 
less than 300 pounds. 
Thirty minutes on the 
ropes course is $5 for 
12 and younger and $8 
for those 13 and older.

Also available for 
those yearning for a fun 
night out is the Premiere 
Cinemas Rewards Card 
and Premiere Ciner-
tainment Enter Card 
that can be loaded with 
money and used to pur-
chase anything in the 
building.          

Doing their part to 
be a good corporate 
citizen, Premiere Lux 
Cine, Bowl & Pizza 
Pub is creating a Men-
tor Program. “The local 
police and fire depart-
ments are teaming up 
with children in the area 
to create a fun social 
league,” Ray said. 

Already striving to 
improve upon the good 
thing going at Premiere 
Lux Cine, Bowl & Piz-
za Pub, under consider-

ation is the creation of 
a patio area to enhance 
Pell City’s entertain-
ment experience. 

Whether you’re 
craving Dippin Dots, 
a tub of buttery movie 
theatre popcorn or must 
see the latest block-
buster, it’s all in your 
backyard now with the 
opening of Premiere 
Lux, Cine, Bowl & Piz-
za Pub. 

For more informa-
tion, visit Pell City Pre-
miere LUX Cinertain-
ment and Pizza Pub on 
Facebook or call 205-
814-7500.

Yak tha Creek is a Kayak rental company. 

On the side of the road Hwy.  231, at the bridges 
just before you get to the square in Ashville.

Ashville, Alabama

MOBILE SERVICE
Singles $30.00

 Doubles $50.00
Private Boats 

put in fee $5.00 per boat
CALL TO RESERVE A KAYAK

(205) 612-2292

OPEN 
APRIL - 

SEPTEMBER

000267734R1

Built With Mennonite Craftsmanship

FREE DELIVERY 
& FREE SETUPS

Need Help? Call Us!
Follow our Facebook page at 

Cotton State Barns of Ashville

We can customize your building, metal or wood, you 
can have shingled or metal roofing, you can choose 
to have your building painted! Add windows, doors, 
shelves, or work benches! We have a variety of sizes 
up to 16x40!
* 6 YEAR WARRANTY (top to bottom) 
* Painted or stained siding has a 
  50 YEAR WARRANTY 
* LIFETIME WARRANTY against fungal 
  decay and termite damage 
* LIFETIME WARRANTY against rust 
* All exposed materials are pressure treated 
* Locks and Keys provided for all barns 
* Made with 29 gauge steel

35228 US Highway 231, Ashville, AL
(256 504-1639    (256) 375-4247

Portable Buildings • Backyard Sheds 
Garages • Storage Solutions
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 612 Bank St., Glencoe, AL
(256) 295-1668

103 4th Street NW, Attalla, AL
256-295-1667

Family and 
Estates 

Memorials

Barn Style 
Buildings

Carports

$0 DOWN WITH AUTO BANK DRAFT

The Odenville Utilities Board (OUB)
provides water and sewer to our 7,700 

customers in St. Clair County, Alabama.
We have the capacity to produce

8.5 million gallons of drinking water
per day. Our Board of Directors, 

managers and employees are all dedicated
to providing the highest quality services

to our customers.

14487 US Hwy 411 • Odenville, AL 35120

(205) 629-5801

ODENVILLE
UTILITIES BOARD

000267793r1

(205) 640-1BBQ (1227)
ORDER ONLINE!

www.bluegrassbarbeque.net

Dine-In • Carryout • Delivery • Catering

PORK • CHICKEN • TURKEY • RIBS • SAUSAGE • BEEF
2709 Moody Parkway • Moody, AL 35004

000267285r1

‘We are so blessed to have this in Pell City’
New entertainment center opens to rave reviews

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
A full food and beverage menu is available.

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
Movies, bowling lanes and arcade games are now under one roof in Pell 
City.
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Forever Memories Monument Co.
For All Your Memorial Needs

A Memorial Is A Lifetime Of 
Memories To Honor 

Our Loved Ones 

Web Address:
forevermemoriesmonuments.net

Owners:
 Cheryll Nixon Puls  ~  Tara M. Taylor

2804 Moody Pkwy.
Moody, AL 35004

(205) 640-3040

000267797r1

2402 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128
205-884-3040

Psalms: 23
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ST. CLAIR 
FARMER’S CO-OP

210 Hardwick Road 
Pell City, AL 

205-338-2821

Spring is almost here...
Baby chicks will be here 
soon. We are your local 
source for all your lawn, 

garden & farm needs.

Neva Reardon ~ ProprietorHours: Mon.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-4

8032 Parkway Dr. Leeds

205-702-6677
mumandmeleeds@gmail.com

www.mumandmemercantile.com

000267079r1

mum & me 
mercantile

Celebrating good times in Cropwell

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
Celebrations is “a place for all occasions,” including weddings, receptions, anniversary and birthday parties, showers and other special events.

Guests entering Celebrations at 3005 Martin 
Street South in Cropwell are welcomed by a sign 
that reads, “Gather here with grateful hearts.” 

That’s exactly how brides and grooms, birthday 
boys and girls and other distinguished honorees 
feel when they host their events there. 

Owner Debra Dyer opened the events center 
in 2001 and hosts events from church functions 
to weddings to class reunions and everything in 
between. 

With a comfortable capacity of 500, Cele-
brations is home to several popular community 
events such as the recent Dancing with Our Stars 
gala organized by the Pell City Line Dancers, a 
fundraiser supporting the St. Clair County Sher-

iff’s Department featuring various local commu-
nity celebrities. 

On March 17, Celebrations will host a fashion 
show fundraiser for Trevor Moore to help fight co-
lon cancer. Dyer wants everyone to know that all 
proceeds will go directly to help Moore conquer 
cancer. 

Celebrations is an award-winning venue, re-

ceiving such accolades as Small Business of the 
Year from the Pell City Chamber of Commerce 
and the Appreciation Award from the Pell City Ci-
vitans “in honor and deep appreciation for distin-
guished and unselfish service.” 

Housing a dance studio upstairs, the room also 
serves as a dressing area for brides. On the op-
posite side of where weddings/receptions are typ-

By Amanda E.H. Pritchard
Special to The Daily Home

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
Elegant lighting and decor provide the perfect ambiance for special occasions at Celebrations.

Photo by Amanda E.H. Pritchard
Inflatables are always a popular option for children’s parties hosted at Celebrations.
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St. Clair County
REALTORS
Turning Your Dreams into Reality

tharris@BlueHouseSells.com

Th eresa Harris 
Associate Broker

205.283.3576
14203 US Hwy. 411  

 Odenville, AL

Teresa Carden 
Mortgage Consultant

 

“Funding Home Dreams”
NMLS# 201456  •  NMLS # 206004

1904 Indian Lake Drive, Birmingham, AL 35244
P: 205-444-5866
F: 205-444-5867
C: 205-404-0603

teresa@fundinghomedreams.com

Nicole Anderson
Realtor, Lake Expert
Cell 205-753-0225

#soldbynicole

30 Comer Ave., Pell City

SHARON THOMAS
BROKER

Sharon@SharonThomas.net

www.SharonThomas.net

(205)338-SELL (7355)

Mobile: 256-375-2710
Offi  ce : 205-338-7320

 mckinneyhomes4u.com
kaym@eraking.com

2310 Cogswell Ave., Pell City
HOME IS WHERE YOUR STORY BEGINS

Kay McKinney
REALTOR®

ANGIE THOMAS
Associate Broker
P 205.969.8910
C 205.563.7766
F 205.776.7927

athomas@arcrealtyco.com

4274 Cahaba Heights Court #200
 Birmingham, AL 35243

pellcityrealtor.com

2319 COGSWELL AVE.
SUITE 200

PELL CITY, AL 25125

205-368-9772

 (205) 594-5391 or
1-800-542-9376

17 Court Street, West  Ashville

“Serving St. Clair & surrounding counties for all of your Real Estate needs”                                        
Josh Kell - Broker

For Kell Realty Listings view our webpage @ www.kellrealty.com

TINA STALLINGS
REALTOR®

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

tinastallings212@msn.com
www.fieldsgossett.com

Offi ce: 205-884-2300
Fax: 205-884-2301

Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741
Cell: 205-337-8509

Michelle Greene
REALTOR®

30 Comer Ave., Pell City
mgreene@hometownproperties.com

205-901-3352 cell
205-338-7355 offi  ce

2603 Moody Pkwy. •  Moody, Alabama
Call (205) 532-5981

jfi ncher@eraking.com • homebuyingdone.com 

Realtor

Shawnstory3@gmail.com

“a Foundation for Generations”

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

Shawn Story

Cell: 205-473-6206

Laurie Brasher
Cell 205-365-3639

Offi  ce 205-884-2300
laurie.brasher@gmail.com

Personable • Committed 
Trustworthy

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

205.243.1582 Direct 
205.338.7320 Offi  ce
email me at marshab@eraking.com

MARSHA 
BATES 
REALTOR®

2319 Cogswell Ave. 
Suite 101

Pell City, Al 35125

Shirley Kujan
Realtor®

www.realtyprospc.com

Cell: 205-405-0084
s.kujan@att.net

418 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

ALESIA MITCHAM
Realtor

abmitcham@gmail.com
www.fieldsgossett.com

Offi ce: 205-884-2300
Fax: 205-884-2301

Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741
Cell: 205-405-0860

TRUSSVILLE
 219 Main St. 

Trussville, AL 35173
Phone: (205) 661-0662

tinapoe@kw.com
Cell: (205) 999-2933 Tina Poe

MOODY 
REALTY

Paula Krafft
Life Member 

Club of Excellence

Homes - Land - New Construction

“I represent buyers and sellers 
throughout St. Clair County and 

surrounding areas.”

Paula Krafft, Realtor 

www.moodyrealtyal.com

Cell 205-365-9612
Offi ce 205-640-5420
Fax 205-640-5420

paula@moodyrealtyal.com

TRUSSVILLE
 219 Main St. 

Trussville, AL 35173
Phone: (205) 661-0662

bonnievsellshomes@kw.com
Cell: (205) 613-2229

Bonnie Voss
Associate Broker, Realtor®

Josh 
Fincher 

 Agent
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DOT H. WOOD
State Certified Appraiser

WOOD 
APPRAISAL SERVICE

1704 Cogswell Avenue, Pell City, Alabama 35125

205-884-1608
Cell 205-368-7518 00
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Celebrating good times in Cropwell ically hosted is the area 
for children’s birthday 
parties. 

That side of the 
building is also used by 
ACE, “the best in cheer, 
tumbling and stunting, 
perfect for individuals 
and squads.” Also using 
the space are Extreme 
Dance Company as well 
as the Japan Internation-
al Karate Center. 

Dyer believes in of-
fering a fair price for 
such special occasions. 

“It’s $600 for the 
‘big’ room for a four-
hour event. This price 
includes tables and 
chairs,” said Dyer. “For 
five hour weddings, the 
room is $750. All day is 
$1,200 and for two days 
is $1,500. Children’s 
birthday parties start at 
$150 for one inflatable 
for two hours.”

For the second year in 
a row, Celebrations wel-
comes fans and wrestlers 
to Venom Championship 
Wrestling presented by 
Breakout. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. and bell time 
is at 7:30 p.m. Front row 
tickets are $12 and $10 
for general admission. 

Excited by what they 

saw, a potential new cli-
ent was overheard say-
ing, “I like the lighting. 
It really creates ambi-
ance.” 

For many, Celebra-
tions has become a fami-
ly affair. “Some families 
have their bridal shower, 
wedding, anniversary 
parties, baby showers 
and then years later have 
their own grandchil-
dren’s parties here,” said 
Dyer. 

Speaking of fami-
ly affairs, Dyer intends 

to make Celebrations a 
family business, as she 
hopes to pass it down 
to her three-and-a-half-
year-old grandson Jax. 
As she looked on while 
Jax plays with a new 
friend on one of the Cel-
ebrations’ bounce hous-
es, she said, “This will 
all be his one day.”

For more informa-
tion, call 205-884-8632, 
email aplace4all@aol.
com or visit Celebra-
tions’ Facebook page.
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Shop Pell City!

“A Place For All Occasions”
Celebrations

•Weddings
•Receptions
•Anniversaries
•Birthdays 
•Showers &
Other Special Occassions

3005 Martin St. S. (Hwy. 231)
Cropwell, AL • 205.884.8632

Located inside The Old Gray Barn

FedEx and UPS Authorized 
Shipping Center

1910 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125

205-338-0791

Your dollars go farther - so you don’t have to.
Supporting local businesses helps create jobs and keep our community on the grow!

Open Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4 

2635 Martin St. S. 
 Pell City, AL 

 (205) 814-1515

HATTIE LEE’S

Wanda’s 
Silk

Flowers
3508 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125

205-913-1942
1604 Martin St S
Pell City, AL 35128

Mon-Fri 8AM–6PM stevenslocksmith.com

The most experienced 
locksmith in the area 
for all your auto lock 
and key needs! 

Serving all of
St. Clair, Shelby,

and Talladega 
counties

205.338.9872

DOWNTOWN VAPE 
VAPORIZER SUPPLY STORE
1818 1/2 Cogswell Ave., Pell City 

205-338-1795

PREMIUM VAPE SHOP, CBD OIL
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 11 am - 7 pm   

Sat. 12 noon -5 pm

Located Across St. Clair County Court House

Frank and Diane Seals

205.338.0855
Open Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p. m.

Collector’s Showcase

New Pottery shipment, 
assortment of iron, wooden chairs, 

swings and arbors, yard art, fairy 
garden supplies and an array of 

rare perennial and annual flowers.

4504 Cogswell Ave., Pell City

Coming Soon!
Farmhouse Accessories

Antique & Garden Shop

Merle Norman Cosmetic Studios have been independently owned and operated since 1931.

1915 Cogswell Ave, Ste. 1
Pell City, AL 35125

205-338-2625

Unique 
Handmade 
Items Including 
Jewelry, Pottery, Wood, Glass, Paintings, Candles and Soap.

1915 Cogswell Ave | Pell City, AL | 205.884.2787

Tues-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm  Sat. 10 am - 4 pm

We are beauty supply 
store and much more. 

We carry hair & 
hair care products, 
cosmetics, jewelry, 
clothes, hats, shoes 

and more!

315 Martin St. N Pell City
Hours: Mon. Tues. Wed. 10 am - 5 pm, 

Thurs. Fri. 10 am - 6 pm, Sat. 9 am - 5 pm

Chantel
Beauty Supply

Wigs, Weaves & Hair Care Needs
205-338-7279

Private wig room with 
parlor-private consultations

COMMUNITY CREDIT

•Consumer Loans •Personal  •Automobile
•Real Estate (land only)  •Mobile Homes

1912 Cogswell Ave., Pell City 
205-338-4433

NMLS #206244

Giving you the MONEY
 you need

and the CREDIT 
YOU DESERVE!!!

Call Sherry Beene for ANY type
of loan you may need!

Loans from 
$250 to $10,000

 with approved 
application.

NMLS #206219

City of Odenville     
 A Good Place To Call Home        

183   Alabama Street  •  Odenville
(205)629-6366

Rodney (Buck) 
Christian

Mayor

CITY COUNCIL
Jimmy Bailey

Mayor Pro Tem

Ed Brasher
Jeff Forman

Brenda Riddle
Don Smith

Katie Roberson
Court Clerk

Priscilla Newton
Clerk/Magistrate

Casie Roberson
City Clerk
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Goodgame Company strives
to be a good neighbor, community partner

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
Goodgame Compnay was established in St. Clair County in 1955.

Jason Goodgame, 
vice president of 
Goodgame Company, 
Inc., located in Pell 
City, helps oversee his 
family’s business that 
has a reputation for 
being a good neighbor 
to the community and 
state.

A recent accolade 
is proof of his service. 
Alabama Governor 
Kay Ivey appointed 
Jason to represent the 
Associated Build-
ers and Contractors 

(ABC) of Alabama 
on the Alabama Craft 
Training Board. He 
also sits on the ABC 
executive board. He 
and the Craft Training 
board members work 
to provide funding for 
workforce develop-
ment for the construc-
tion industry.

Goodgame is a 
family-owned, gen-
eral contracting com-
pany, known for its 
design-build service. 
Typically, projects are 

for commercial and in-
dustrial customers.

Established in 
1955, it offers quali-
ty construction, plant 
maintenance and fab-
rication services. In 
addition, Goodgame 
offers the ability to 
provide field weld-
ing, steel fabrication 
services (with special 
pride in keeping steel 
on hand to support 
construction needs and 
to service the general 
public). Also, they pro-
vide plant maintenance 
services for companies 
such as National Ce-

By Sherry Kughn
Special to The Daily Home

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
Vice president Jason Goodgame is a member of the executive board of 
the Associated Builders and Contractors of Alabama.
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PROUD TO BE A PART OF PELL CITY 
AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES!

Quick Lane
at

Town & Country Ford

1103 Martin Street North   |   Pell City, Alabama, 35125   |   205-525-4777   |   PellCityQuickLane.com

000267585r1

LIFETIME BRAKE PAD GUARANTEE*
*Available for Motorcraft® brake pads purchased after 7/1/14 and Omnicraft™ brake pads purchased after 7/1/17. 
Nontransferable. Replacement requires copy of original repair order and completion of any other necessary brake 
service, such as brake roto services. Motocraft or Omincraft brake pads must be installed by U.S. Ford or Lincoln 
Dealership or Quick Lane® technican to be covered. Pads only; labor costs not included. Restrictions and exclusions 
apply. Offer not available in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Quick Lane® is a registered trademark of Ford 
Motor Company. See participating U.S. Quick Lane® for details through 12/13/19. Expires 03/30/19.

*Valid on Quick Lane installed retail purchases only. Requires presentation of competitor’s current price ad/offer on 
exact tire sold by Quick Lane within 30 days after purchase. See participating U.S. Quick Lane for details through 
12/31/19. Offer not available in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Quick Lane® is a registered trademark of Ford Motor Company.

Quick Lane at Town & Country Ford, Pell City

$39.95 OR LESS

•Synethetic Blend Oil Change
•Tire Rotation and Pressure Check
•Brake Inspection
•Vehicle Check-up
•Fluid Top-Off
•Battery Test
•Filter Check
•Belts and Hoses Check

*Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® oil and Motorcraft or Omnicraft™ oil filters. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees 
extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. Offer valid 2/10/19 to 3/31/19. Offer not available in Purto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. Quick Lane® is a registered trademark of Ford Motor Company. See participating U.S. Quick Lane® for 
exclusions and details through 3/31/19. Expires 03/30/2019

Quick Lane at Town & Country Ford, Pell City

$20 OFF
BG FLUSH
Call your Quick Lane® Service 
Advisor for pricing information.
*Per-axle price on pads or shoes on my vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. Offer valid 2/10/19 to 3/31/19. Offer 
not available in Purto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Quick Lane® is a registered trademark of Ford Motor Company. 
See participating U.S. Quick Lane® for exclusions and details through 3/31/19. Expires 03/30/2019

•Brake
•Transmission
•Fuel System
•Power Steering
•Coolant

$179.99 OR LESS*

Check with your Quick Lane® Service 
Advisor to see if Motorcraft or Omniraft 
brake pads are available  for your vehicle. 

*Per-axle price on pads or shoes on my vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. Offer valid 2/10/19 
to 3/31/19. Offer not available in Purto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Quick Lane® is a registered 
trademark of Ford Motor Company. See participating U.S. Quick Lane® for exclusions and details 
through 3/31/19. Expires 03/30/2019

MOTORCRAFT® OR OMNICRAFT™

BRAKE PADS INSTALLED

Quick Lane at Town & Country Ford, Pell City

LOW PRICE
TIRE GUARANTEE*

Quick Lane at Town & Country Ford, Pell City

*Valid on Quick Lane installed retail purchases only. Requires presentation of competitor’s current price 
ad/offer on exact tire sold by Quick Lane within 30 days after purchase. For online quotes, guarantee 
applies only to new tires sold on retialer websites. Exdludes tires sold by third parties on markeplace sites 
and any resellers. Offer not available in the U.S. Virgin Islands. .Quick Lane® is a registered trademark of 
Ford Motor Company. See participating U.S. Quick Lane for details through 03/31/19. Expres 03/30/2019

We’ll beat any price on the 15 major 
tire brands we sell. GUARANTEED!

    GO FOR
THE WORKS®

•Synethetic Blend Oil Change
•Tire Rotation and Pressure Check

•Brake Inspection •Vehicle Check-up
•Fluid Top-Off •Battery Test

•Filter Check •Belts and Hoses Check

GET A $20 REBATE BY MAIL ON 
MOTORCRAFT® TEST TOUGH® PLUS 

AND MAX BATTERIES

205-884-0000
Pell City, AL • 1-20, Exit 158, Hwy 231

“Experience Our Award Winning Attitude”

205-753-3090 Cell
c.hoover@pellcityford.com

at Town & Country Ford in Pell City.

For the Best Deal in Town
Come See

Chris Hoover

I Pu t  Dreams
in Driveways.

It is a 
pleasure 
to be able 
to serve 
you and 
be a part 

of 
Pell City.
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Bob Crisp/
The Daily Home

For more than half 
a century, Good-
game Company has 
set the standard in 
building construc-
tion by combining 
the design skills of 
a leading engineer-
ing firm with the 
construction plan-
ning and managing 
abilities of an expe-
rienced construction 
company.

ment and Honda Man-
ufacturing of Alabama 
and warehousing facil-
ities and construction 
management to local 
municipalities.

“For more than half a 
century, we have set the 
standard in design-build 
construction,” Jason 
said, “by combining de-
sign skills with the con-
struction planning and 
managing abilities of an 
experienced construc-
tion company.”

The company is li-
censed to work in sur-
rounding states but fo-
cuses its efforts within 
a 60-mile radius of Pell 
City. This past year, Ja-
son traveled to Germa-
ny with a group from St. 
Clair County in order to 
visit German auto sup-
pliers with local ties.

For the commu-
nity, Jason serves as 
president of Pell City 
Schools’ Educational 
Foundation and pres-
ident of the St. Clair 
County Cattlemen’s 
Association. Through 
the education founda-
tion, teachers can apply 
for educational grants 
for classroom needs. 
The cattlemen’s group 
works to promote edu-
cation to local farmers 
and also to work with 
the state association for 
lobbying purposes.

Goodgame has an 
average of 85 employ-
ees, mostly from St. 
Clair County and from 
other Northeast Ala-
bama areas. 

“We have a lot of 
long-term employees 
who make this company 
what it is,” said Jason. 
“We have a large group 
of twenty-year employ-
ees and a small group of 
thirty-year employees. 
These people are the 
key to our success.”

The City of Moody is dedicated to 
the economic development and 
growth of our businesses and 
community. We are committed 
to work together for continued 
progress and success.
Come be a part of the excitement 
as we pursue our future together!

Joe Lee
Mayor of Moody

000267277r1
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Make Every Meal Count with 
low prices on your family’s favorite foods!

You can save 
$500 to $1500 

a year and more 
when you shop 
with your local 

food folks,
Food Outlet. 

Come shop and 
save today.... 
and Thanks!

COME
CHECK OUT

OUR
SELECTION 

OF ASSORTED 
MEATS-

PICK 5 FOR 
$19.99!!

FRESH
PRODUCE

QUALITY
MEAT

AND MORE!!!!

PELL CITY LOCATION • 2210 COGSWELL AVE.  • 205-814-0056
VINCENT LOCATION • 42746 AL-25  • 205-642-9440

WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS WELCOMEAND

000267894r1

FOOD
OUTLET

The Original
COST

PLUS 10%
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AREA
MARKETPLACE

Gargus Market

Fresh Produce, Canned Goods, Seasonal Decorations, 
Local Made Woodwork, Soap and More!

38277 US Hwy. 231, Ashville, AL 35953
Open Monday-Saturday

205-594-1193
Like Us On Facebook@GargusMarket

JB’S Automotive Service Specialist, LLC
THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS

Full Service Automotive repAir & mAintenAnce                       licenSed & inSured

www.facebook.com/
jbsautomotivespecialist

(205) 702-6516
jbsautomotivespecialist@yahoo.com

725 Park Ave.
Moody, AL 35004

SHAW’S
Hickory Smoked Bar-B-Q

“Put Some South in Your Mouth “
205-594-7801

Hwy. 231 N., Ashville, Alabama

Full Menu Available  Including Chicken & Dressing with all 
the sides, BBQ Ribs, Sandwiches, Nachos, Chicken Tenders, 

Fried Fish, Baked Potatoes, Desserts plus just about 
anthing else you would want.

Sew Nice Embroidery 
and Gifts

• Screen Printing • Embroidery
 • Team Uniforms • Business Shirts

• School/Club/Spirit Tees
• Hats and More

205-594-5461
Fax 205-594-5462

Jalene Peaspanen
Contact us @sewniceembroidery.com

Springville
Small Engine Service

205-467-0373
Stacy Shoop Owner

7885 Hwy. 11 North 
Springville

Jean’s Flowers
Flowers 

For Every 
Occasion

CAROL HOWARD
Designer/Owner

CARL HOWARD
Owner/Designer

2606 Moody Pkwy., Moody, AL 35004

205-640-5451
www.jeansflowersonline.com

SIMPSON 
BODY SHOP

2806 Moody Parkway 
Moody, AL

205-640-6234    
fax 205-640-2488

Wayne Simpson, owner

Simpsonbody@windstream.net

1667 Wood St., Steele, AL 35987
Phone 256-570-0777 • Fax 256-570-0764

Email: jandktires@gmail.com
Website: jandktire.com

•Tires •Brakes
•Alignments
•Shocks •Struts
•Oil Change
•Minor Auto Repair

Wood SSt SSteele AAL 3L 3 985987

Great Service Since 1997

Kurt & 
Lisa Nassif 

owners

14303 Hwy. 411  •  Odenville, AL

Outdoor Power Equipment, Inc.
OAKRIDGE

205-629-2270
Power Equipment We Service:

•Snapper
•Echo

•Shindaiwa
•Ferris

•Country Clipper
Power Equipment Brands We Sell:

•Mowers •Trimmers •Blowers 
•Saws •Portable Generators 

•Pressure Washers
•E-Z-GO Golf Cart

•Service Most Major Brands

 MOODY AL
2529 Moody Pkwy.

205-640-1028
For years, women have relied 

on Merle Norman to meet 
their Skin Care and 

Color needs.
Because there really is a difference. 
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starting at

$79

Homestyle Cafe

205-594-5777

I-59 Exit 166 Hwy. 231 So.
Ashville, AL
Call In Order:

Allow 10-15 Minutes
SUNDAY-THURSDAY 

10:30 AM - 3 PM
FRIDAY OPEN TIL 8 PM
Thank You For 
Your Business!

Two Sisters

Inc.

Professional Dry 
Cleaners and Laundry

37175 US Hwy 231
Suite 7  |  Ashville, AL (205) 594-3534

“Your Clothes Best Friend”

Free 
Pick-Up & 
Delivery

Two Day Turn AroundAll Work Done 
On Premises

Murray’s
Garage, Inc.

24
Hour
Towing

Complete 
Auto., Truck &

Body Repair

1600 9th Street
Leeds, AL 35094 205-699-6651 

Air Cushion 
Recovery

Wheel Lifts - 
Light & Heavy 
Duty Wreckers

205.467.0781 Office 
205.229.7412 Cell

m o n t y r e e d @ a l l s t a t e. co m

Monty Reed - Exclusive Agent
Reed Agency

5383 US Hwy 11  •    Springville, AL 35146

Official Insurance
Sponsor

PATTERSON
 PHARMACY

7513 Patterson Dr.   |    Leeds
(205) 699-5113

A good neighbor is someone who cares about 
your community, your family, and your 
wellbeing. That’s Patterson Pharmacy, your  
local Good Neighbor Pharmacy. We have been a 
part of our community 
since 1966, serving the 
residents of Leeds and 
surrounding area. 

Christy Bailey
313 1st Ave. E., Oneonta, AL

crbailey7@hotmail.com
205-559-4319 / 205-559-1838

Four Little Miracles 
Monogramming Boutique

FB Live Easter Sale Sunday March 3 @ 4:00 on my 
Four Little Miracles Monogramming Boutique FB page

Please follow us!

8299 Railroad Ave.
Leeds, AL

205-699-2695

AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 107

www.facebook.com/DR-AutoDiesel

100 Council Dr.
Odenville, AL 35120

Daniel White
205-405-7116

ASE and Ford 
Diesel Master Certified

Motorcycle Servicing Available

Randall Foster
205-505-9032

CORBIN
Services, LLC
205-594-5445

Jeff Corbin, owner
www.corbintowing.com

205-594-5445 Office
205-965-2239 

24 HOUR TOWING
Light, Medium and Heavy Duty

 Roadside Asssistance

OUR NEW ADDRESS IS:
1715 2nd Ave. East, Hwy. 75 No.

Oneonta, AL 35121
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WE’RE MOVING!
BOOT SALE!

Men’s Boots 
Starting at
$79

Rose’s
Shoes & Boots
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2026 Hwy. 23
 Springville

MAIN OFFICE
19349 US Hwy. 11 

Steele
corbinservicesllc@gmail.com

000267786r1

205-853-8635
We accept out of state checks

 
Flowers

For Every 
Occasion

Jefferson State contributes to local economic development

The Pell City cam-
pus of Jefferson State 
Community College 
continued to be a boost 
to the economic de-
velopment of St. Clair 
County and neighbor-
ing communities at the 
start of 2019.

With approximately 
860 for-credit students, 
the St. Clair-Pell City 
Campus is Jefferson 
State’s fastest growing 
campus and has served 
more than 7000 stu-
dents since opening in 
2006.

Following are sever-
al significant develop-
ments that took place 
at the Pell City campus 
during the past year.

•For every dol-
lar spent on Jefferson 
State, the community 
received $13.10 in eco-
nomic benefit.

•Through a partner-
ship with the Wom-
en’s Fund of Greater 
Birmingham, St. Clair 
County Head Start, 
and the First Methodist 
Church of Pell City, ten 
single-moms complet-
ed training at Jefferson 
State to begin work as 
welders in 2018. This 
partnership eliminated 
the barriers of tuition, 
childcare, books, and 
transportation. The sin-
gle-moms also learned 
job readiness skills, 
computer training, and 
math and other essential 
skills.

•Jefferson State 
opened a new Nursing 
and Allied Health Wing 
at the St. Clair-Pell City 
Campus. The expansion 
includes two simulation 
labs, 8 simulation man-
ikins, one fundamen-
tal instruction lab, two 
classrooms, 6 offices 
and a conference/de-
briefing room. 

•Keith Brown was 
selected as president of 
Jefferson State in 2018. 
Brown has served Jef-
ferson State for nearly 
20 years, most recently 
in the role of interim 
president. His tenure 
at the college has been 
marked by his commit-
ment to expanding and 
maintaining partner-
ships with community 
leaders, business and 
industry, education in-
stitutions and elected 
officials.

•For the third time 
in four years, Jefferson 
State was named one 
of the best colleges to 
work for in the United 
States by The Chronicle 
of Higher Education. 
Jefferson State is one 
of only 15 community 
colleges recognized in 
the U.S. for this honor 
and the only college or 
university recognized in 
Alabama. 

•For the second con-
secutive year, the Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor 
Society Chapter earned 
“Most Distinguished 
Chapter in Alabama” 
during the state-wide 
convention. The chap-
ter ranked first out of 33 
in the state.

•The Pell City Center 
for Education and Per-
forming Arts (CEPA) 

and Jefferson State’s 
St. Clair-Pell City Cam-
pus partner to produce 
community theatre 
programs for all ages. 
Several theatrical pro-
ductions are performed 
throughout the year 
and dual enrollment 
Theatre Appreciation 
classes are provided to 
local high schools. The 
program is supported 
by Jefferson State, the 
Alabama Council on 
the Arts, Honda Man-
ufacturing of Alabama, 
the Pell City School 
System, and the Rotary 
Club of Pell City.

•The Jefferson State 
Women’s Golf Team 
had a tremendous sea-
son in 2018 by finishing 
first in the Snead State 
Fall Invitational at Lake 
Guntersville in October 
and by placing second 
in the tournament in 
Hanceville, Alabama in 
September.

Jefferson State is 
one of Alabama’s lead-
ing two-year colleges 
and provides excellence 
in education and work-
force training while 
making them accessible 
and affordable for ev-
eryone. Since 1965, Jef-
ferson State has offered 
affordable tuition, small 
classes with personal 
attention and flexible 
scheduling.

About 60 percent 
of students transfer to 
a four-year university 
and about 20 percent 
are enrolled in health 
programs. With more 
than 250 nursing gradu-
ates each year, Jefferson 
State is the leading pro-
ducer of nursing gradu-
ates with associate de-
grees in the state.

Over the next 10 
years, seven out of 10 
jobs will require up to 
an associate degree. 
Jefferson State offers 
more than 120 trans-
fer programs, 33 career 
programs and several 
certificate programs to 
help fill this demand, 
from culinary arts and 
computer information 
systems to veterinary 
nursing and manufac-
turing technology. The 
college also delivers 
non-credit workforce 
training in career pro-
grams that can be com-
pleted in as little as six 
weeks. These “fast-
track” programs pre-
pare students for imme-
diate employment in a 
very short time.

Jefferson State is a 
leader in dual enroll-
ment programs with 
many area high schools. 
More than 1,800 high 
school students are earn-
ing college credit while 
still in high school with 
Jefferson State. Many 
students are complet-
ing a semester or more 
of college and saving 
their families thousands 
of dollars in tuition and 
housing costs.

Jefferson State was 
the first community col-
lege to receive regional 
accreditation by SACS-
COC in December 
1968 and was the first 
to develop an accredit-
ed nursing program in 
Alabama.

Staff Report

Submitted photo
The new Nursing and Allied Health Wing opened during the past year at the St. Clair-Pell City 
campus of Jefferson State Community College.
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“Experience Our Award Winning Attitude”
PellCityFord.com

Pell City, AL
205-884-0000

I-20 • Exit 158
Hwy 231

We are proud to be able 
to grow with Pell City and 

the surrounding community

Roush Vehicles
We are one of the top Roush dealers in the nation 
and the #1 Roush dealer in Alabama! We have a 
large selection of trucks and Mustangs available 
and the ability to assist you in the building of your 
very own custom Roush vehicle. Contact us for 
more details!

We are one of the top Ford customized 
automotive dealers in the nation! 
You can select from one of our already 
custom built trucks or let us help you build 
your very own. Contact us for more details!

Come and see our state-of-the-art showroom, 
our beautiful waiting area, and the best service 

deparment anywhere, not to mention the friendlies 
staff and salespeople. 

Visit us at Town & Country to see huge selection of trucks and cars.
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TOWN & COUNTRY 
CUSTOMIZED VEHICLES
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Sylacauga 
Mayor Jim Heigl

and the City 
Council!

Greetings 
from

Thank you for your support as 
we continue progress toward a 
brighter future for Sylacauga.
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The Italian Cafe brings a taste of Italy to Childersburg

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Crystell Bruce and owner Pat Carta invite diners to join them for authentic Italian cuisine at The Italian Cafe on 1st Street SW in Childersburg.

For The Italian 
Cafe owner Pat Car-
ta, his restaurant is all 
about authenticity.

“I’ve been in the 
restaurant business for 
more than 45 years,” 
Carta said. This is my 
third store I’ve owned 
and I’ve really enjoyed 
it so far.”

Carta was born in 
Sicily, Italy and said 
he was raised in the 
Newark, New Jersey 
area.

“All of our food 
is made from recipes 
that have been passed 
down to me from my 
family. It’s all authen-
tic and fresh.”

The restaurant 
opened in 2014, and 
has developed a quiet, 
but loyal following.

“We opened up qui-
etly with no major an-
nouncements,” Carta 
said. “We have relied 
heavily on word-of-
mouth. You can’t make 
it in this business if 
you don’t have that.”

Carta added he 
didn’t even have an of-
ficial grand opening or 

ribbon cutting.
“The response has 

been great, despite lit-
tle advertisement on 
my part,” he said. I 
can’t complain though. 
I’m happy with how 
it’s going.”

Upon entrance, cus-
tomers immediately 
feel like they are in a 
small cafe in Italy.

“I always like to 
have music playing, 
and I’ve decorated the 
place with items I’ve 
collected from antique 
stores,” Carta said. 

Like its name, the 
restaurant focuses on 
signature Italian dishes 
such as lasagna, spa-
ghetti, calzones, ziti -- 
and much more.

“Our lasagna is 
our number one sell-
er. We have pizza too, 
of course,” Carta said. 
“Customers really love 
our homemade sauce. 
We also make our own 
dough and purchase 
produce and seafood 
locally.”

Other menu items 
include a variety of 
salads, sandwiches 
and pasta.

The Italian Cafe 
also serves a variety of 

Italian desserts includ-
ing tiramisu, cannolis 
and cinnamon knots. 

When asked what 
was his favorite dish 
on the menu, Carta re-
plied, “I really love our 
stromboli and Philly 
steak sandwiches, but 
everything is great.”

Carta added he is 
open to catering and 
large carry-out orders.

“We have taken 
several orders for the 
industrial facilities in 
the area, and are open 

to taking carry-out 
orders, as long as we 
have enough notice.”

Carta noted his staff 
is small, but makes a 
great team.

“It’s hard to run a 
successful restaurant 
but the staff I have 
now has done well.”

“We are different 
from all the big chain 
restaurants,” Carta 
said. “I take pride in 
using as little ingre-
dients as possible. 
Everything is fresh 

without preservatives. 
Sometimes less is 
more, especially when 
it comes to flavor.”

Carta also ex-
pressed his love for the 
community and city of 
Childersburg.

“I love it here,” he 
said. “It’s so different 
from home. I love the 
rural atmosphere, be-
ing from the city, it’s a 
nice change. Everyone 
has been welcoming.”

Carta added he 
looks forward to grow-

ing his customer base.
“I hope people will 

see this and decide to 
give us a try. We look 
forward to serving 
new customers.”

The Italian Cafe is 
at 918 1st Street South-
west in Childersburg.

Hours of operation 
are from 11 a.m. un-
til 8 p.m., Tuesdays 
through Saturdays. 

For more infor-
mation, call 256-346-
3511.

By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
From left, Bruce and Carta with Maria Segreti and Jessica Wall at The Italian Cafe.
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A Church for every Generation

9:40-10:45 a.m.      Sunday School/Bible Study
11:00-12:00 p.m.   Morning Worship
5:00-7:00 p.m.       AWANA & Discipleship Training
6:00-7:00 p.m.       Evening Worship

Sunday Schedule Wednesday Schedule
5:00-6:00 p.m.        Family/Night Supper (reservations required)   
5:00-5:45 p.m.        Children’s Choir Practice
5:30-6:15 p.m.        Preschool Choir Practice
6:00-7:00 p.m.        Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
                                    The Echange Student Meeting/Bible Study
6:15-7:00 p.m.        Mission Friends GAs and RAs
7:00-8:15 p.m.        Adult Choir Practice

The Italian Cafe brings a taste of Italy to Childersburg Heritage South Credit Union offers multiple financial services 

Heritage South 
Credit Union in Syla-
cauga takes pride in of-
fering various financial 
services to its mem-
bers.

“We are here to 
serve our members and 
the community,” mar-
keting director Kevin 
Whitman said. “We 
offer multiple loan and 
account services, and 
are even here if some-
one is just needing fi-
nancial guidance.”

The credit union 
was chartered in 1937 
and has since grown to 
multiple locations.

“We have more 
than 10,000 members 
and $101 million in 
assets,” Whitman said. 
“We were first known 
as the Avondale Em-
ployees Credit Union 
We started out by pro-
viding services to the 
Avondale Mill em-
ployees and their fam-
ilies.”

According to its 
website, after “a cou-
ple of name changes,” 
the business “contin-
ues to have a strong 
presence in Sylacau-
ga, Childersburg and 
Moody as a fixture in 
the community and as 
a stable and secure fi-
nancial institution.”

“I think what sets 

us apart is that we tru-
ly know our customers 
by name and are famil-
iar with their specific 
financial services and 
needs. Not every bank 
or credit union can 
say that. We have top-
notch customer service 
here.”

Heritage South of-
ficials said the union 
strives “to be the pre-
mier financial institu-
tion in the markets in 
which we operate.”

“There are often 
misconceptions about 
us,” Whitman said. 

“We offer more than 
people realize includ-
ing mortgage loans, 
auto loans, recreation-
al loans, personal and 
business loans.”

Whitman added 
Heritage South also 
provides members 
with account choices 
to suit their financial 
needs.

“Members can 
open their own check-
ing, savings, business 
and/or investment ac-
counts,” he said. “We 
even have a Kids’ 
Club account, which 

rewards students for 
good grades.”

Whitman said Heri-
tage South has planted 
deep roots in Sylacau-
ga and the communi-
ties it serves.

“We are members 
of all the Chamber’s in 
communities we pro-
vide services to. We 
try to be involved and 
support as many local 
events that we can. 
Community outreach 
is important to us.”

Heritage South 
Credit Union has 
branches in Sylacauga, 

Childersburg, Moody 
and Alexander City. 

The credit union 
serves Talladega, St. 
Clair, Clay, Calhoun, 
Jefferson, Shelby, 
Tallapoosa, Lee, Co-
osa, Elmore, Chilton, 
Chambers, Randolph 
and Cleburne counties. 

“If you live, work, 
worship, or attend 
school in any of those 
counties, you are eligi-
ble for a membership 
with Heritage South 
Credit Union,” Whit-
man said. 

Heritage South 

Credit Union lob-
by hours are 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m. Mon-
d a y s - We d n e s d a y s 
and 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursdays and Fri-
days.  Drive-thru hours 
are 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Mondays-Wednesdays 
and 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursdays and Fridays.

The main office is at 
60 Gene Stewart Bou-
levard in Sylacauga. 
For more information, 
call 256-245-4776 or 
visit www.myhscu.
com.

By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Heritage South Credit Union’s goal is “to be the premier financial institution in the markets in which we operate.”
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1010 N Broadway Avenue 
Sylacauga, AL 35150-2162 

256-245-6061
Helping manage risk, recovery

and realizing your dreams.

Albia Steers
STATE FARM® 
INSURANCE AGENT

Fresh Off The Boat: Great seafood at reasonable prices

Anthony Latino, a 
native of the New Or-
leans area, drove each 
summer to Sylacauga 
for several years for 
two reasons: to bring 
fresh seafood from his 
market in Louisiana 
and to take back with 
him peaches to sell at 
his produce stand. 

As he visited with 
locals who appreciated 
the seafood he brought 
with him, he “fell in 
love with the area and 
the people,” he said. 
“I saw a demand for 
seafood, and I closed 
my business in Louisi-
ana and moved here a 
month ago.”

Actually, Latino 
worked for several 
months on opening his 
new company, Fresh 
Off The Boat, which is 
located at 37720 U.S. 
280 in Oak Grove, near 

the Alabama Power 
Co. office and Mama 
Ree’s Restaurant. He 
sells 30 varieties of 
seafood, and is letting 
customers know that 
he is taking orders now 
for fresh crawfish and 
blue crabs. 

Latino is excited 
about his new business 
and sees the potential 

for much more. He 
hopes to establish a 
distribution center for 
seafood in Sylacauga 
and to create seafood 
markets in Birming-
ham, Atlanta, Hunts-
ville, and other cities. 
Thus far, he has hired 
four new employees, 
and he hopes to have 
several more by May, 
when seafood season 

By Sherry Kughn
Special to
The Daily Home

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Fresh Off The Boat is a purveyor of fresh Gulf seafood on Highway 280 in Oak Grove.

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
The seafood market is open daily from 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Fresh Off The Boat offers a wide variety of fresh 
and frozen seafood options -- including lobster 
tails -- at reasonable prices.  New items are 
available weekly.
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37730 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga, AL 35150

1-833-FISH 280
         (347-4280)

Open Daily 8 A.M. to 6 P.M.
Facebook@freshseafoodSylacauga “Check Often for Menu Changes”

At The Market!
Come Taste the Difference Fresh Makes!

Crawfish and Blue Crabs 
Coming Soon!

Follow us on Facebook for Updates Weekly.

Message your orders in today!

Full Menu
Shrimp
*** New Royal Reds 10/15                        $11.99/lb
16/20 Jumbo Head-On                                $7.99/lb
21/25 Ex Large Peeled and Deveined         $9.99/lb
10-15 Giant Head-On (grilling size)             $9.99/lb
41/50 Med Peeled                                       $8.99/lb

Fish
Local Catfish Fillets                                     $6.99/lb
Tuna Steak 6 oz.                                        $4.99/ea. 
Vietnam Mahi Steak 6 oz.                         $11.99/lb
Whiting                                                        $6.99/lb
Tilapia                                                         $5.50/lb 
Salmon                                                       $5.99/ea
Chile Red Snapper                                    $13.99/lb
Grouper Fillets                                          $16.99/lb 
Whole Flounder                                         $11.50/lb

Crab Meat Lump                                       $21.99/lb
Crab Meat Claw                                        $19.99/lb
Blue Crab Fingers                                     $21.99/lb
Soft Shell Crabs                        $3.50 and $4.50/ea
Stone Crab Claws                                       $9.99/lb 
Snow Crab Legs                                        $15.99/lb 
Alaska Alligator Tail Meat                          $14.75/lb
Alligator Sausage                                        $7.99/lb
Frog Legs                                                $12.99/Dz
Mussels                                              $8.99/ 2 lb pk
Chile Oysters Shucked           $26.99 qt   $13.99/pt
Crawfish Sausage                                       $7.99/lb
Scallops (Large)                                          16.99/lb
Oysters in the shell                                  $13.99/dz 
Half sack                                      $60.00 (5 to 7 dz)
Lobster Tails Cold Water                          $12.99 ea
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Fresh Off The Boat: Great seafood at reasonable prices

will be in full swing. 
“The welcome and response I have had has been humbling 

to my core,” Latino said. “On a daily basis, folks thank me for 
being in Sylacauga and for bringing them something good to 
eat for their families and for their cookouts.” 

Latino said customers also comment on his reasonable pric-
es, and they enjoy posting, on his Facebook page, pictures and 
comments about the food they have prepared. 

“This is all any new business owner could hope for,” he 
said. 

Latino has been in the seafood business for 25 years, and 
his new endeavor has him thinking about more ideas. Perhaps 
there will be a seafood restaurant in his future. 

Not only has he established a base of customers for his sea-
food, some of which drive from a distance; but he is also sell-
ing to a few restaurants. 

“Sylacauga is a good central location,” he said. 
For more information about Fresh Off The Boat and its lat-

est fresh offerings, visit @freshseafoodsylacauga on Facebook 
or call 833-347-4280.

Buddy Roberts/The Daily Home
Above: Kevin Pitts displays some fresh Royal Red shrimp for customer Phillip Alver-
son.  Right:  Two varieties of shrimp on the scale.  Below: Alaska snow crab legs and 
stone crab claws.
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2016 Mercedes-Benz CLS-Class CLS400
Gray, Leather Interior, 7 Speed Auto RWD,

 67,960 miles, 3.0L V6

Stock #10288 $35,600

2017 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT
Crew Cab

4WD, Pearl White,  Cloth interior, 6 Speed Auto,
 5.3L V8, 47,255 miles, 

Stock #10268 $35,900

2017 Toyota Camry SE
Black, FWD, 6 Speed Auto, 2.5L, 38,450 miles, 

Stock #10287 $17,800
33100 US Highway 280
Childersburg, AL 35044 256-223-0835 

000267781r1

 
Ask About Detailing Service

jandnautosales.com

TRUCK & 
CAR 

ACCESSORIES

518 N Broadway Ave., Sylacauga AL 
256 626-8711   www.xrdiesel.com

Wheels-Tires 
 Tool Boxes

Bed Covers & Liners
Lift Kits -  Leveling Kits

LED Lighting 
Husky Floor Liners 

And so much more…
Your One-Stop-Shop 

For Top Brands
You Know, 

Love & Trust
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Our Area’s Only Mexican Lunch 
Buffet Served Sunday-Friday

Best Mexican Food
In The Southeast!

Mexican Restaurant

Check Out Our Full Bar!
215 N. Broadway Ave. 

Sylacauga, AL 

256-249-3360
000267083r1

Certified QuickBooks Pro Advisors
256-272-9733

www.nexusbookkeepingllc.com

How Is Your Financial Health?
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We offer customized bookkeeping services:
               •Full Service Payroll
               •Payables & Receivables
               •Bank Reconciliations
               •QuickBooks Support

Sylacauga Chamber: It’s all about partnerships

Partnerships contin-
ue to play a big role in 
the Sylacauga Chamber 
of Commerce’s success 
and future.

Laura Strickland, ex-
ecutive director of the 
chamber, is even more 
excited about partner-
ships especially cen-
tered around workforce 
development.

“Workforce develop-
ment is going to bridge 
gaps with business, 
industry, schools and 
information sharing,” 
Strickland said. 

An Educator Work-
force Academy has 
started in Sylacauga 
with city schools and 
teachers working with 
business and industry 
for hands-on skill sets.

“This is exciting to 
work with industries 
such as Koch, IKO, 
Agronomics, Heritage 
Freight and Nemak co-
ordinating with East 
Alabama Works and the 
Regional Work Force 
Council,” Strickland 
said.

This effort is focus-
ing on all facets of in-
dustry, construction, 
healthcare, and other 
career pathways for stu-
dents and others seeking 
employment.

Strickland said work-
ing with career tech pro-
grams in schools and 
workforce development 
is a tremendous oppor-
tunity for the chamber.

In the meantime, the 
chamber is also trying 
to bring opportunities to 
town for small business-
es. The chamber is spon-
soring quarterly small 
business workshops 
through JSU. These in-
clude budgeting, cus-
tomer service and more.

“There will be a dif-
ferent topic each quarter. 
We want feedback from 
membership on their ar-
eas of need, what tools 
can we bring to the busi-
ness man or woman,” 
Strickland said. “We 
want our businesses to 
take part in the profes-
sional development we 
have to offer.”

These are just some 
of the partnerships the 
chamber is pursing for 
the benefit of its mem-
bership. This all fits into 
the mission of the cham-
ber.

The mission of the 
Sylacauga Chamber of 
Commerce is to provide 
leadership and promote 
the economic advance-
ment, business climate 
and quality of life of the 
city of Sylacauga and its 
citizens.

The chamber con-
nects its member part-
ners with the resources 
to contribute to their 
success in the commu-
nity. The chamber is 
also the primary source 
for local profession-
al networking. This is 
achieved through indi-
vidual referrals.

The chamber works 
to connect, promote, 
inform, advocate and 
develop its membership 
and community.

Another partnership 
the chamber is involved 
with is leadership skills 
classes with AIDT. 
There will be three lev-
els of leadership training 
with the series available 
later this year. There 
is no charge for this 
and Strickland said the 
chamber was glad to 
take advantage of this.

Other programs the 
chamber offers include 
Leadership Sylacauga. 
This is a nine-month 
program that focuses on 
aspects of the communi-
ty with a look at schools, 

healthcare, government, 
nonprofits and more. 
Those taking the pro-
gram come from diverse 
backgrounds and they 
learn what makes Syla-
cauga work every day. 
It gives participants full 
of understanding of Sy-
lacauga.

Strickland said each 
leadership class has an 
option to do a class proj-
ect. This year’s class 
came up with some-
thing different centered 
around the state’s bicen-
tennial. The program is 
called Sylacauga Serves 
200 for 200. “The class 
is encouraging citizens 
in the community to do 
200 acts of service. A 
data base will be estab-
lished and individuals 
can access it to see what 
opportunities of service 
are available,” she said.

The chamber has 
reintroduced morning 
coffees called Chamber 
Connections. These are 
held the second Thurs-
day of each month. 

The chamber has just 
completed its first reno-
vation since 1993. “We 
needed up to date fa-
cilities since we are the 
face of the community 
in so many ways. The 
chamber often is the first 

impression people see 
when visiting Sylacau-
ga,” Strickland said.

New flooring, new 
lighting and interior 
painting has given the 
facility a whole new 
look.

Strickland said the 
chamber is working on 
rebuilding its member-
ship list with a goal to 
continue to grow.

Two other areas the 
chamber is going to 
strengthen is tourism 
and quality of life.

“The chamber is 
the tourism arm for the 
community. We have so 
many strengths in our 

town such as Lake How-
ard, Sylaward Trail, Pin-
hoti Trail and our Mar-
ble Festival. Then there 
is Lay Lake and Pursell 
Farms. All of these are 
resources we can be 
proud of,” Strickland 
said.

Working for a stron-
ger quality of life can be 
another way that helps 
the city to grow. Quali-
ty of life events include 
the annual Christmas 
Parade, Kids Fishing 
Derby (April 13 at Lake 
Howard), fireworks for a 
summer celebration and 
community Christmas 
tree lighting.

By DENISE SINCLAIR
Home staff writer

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
The chamber offices are on Fort Williams Street.

Denise Sinclair/The Daily Home
Laura Strickland, left, serves as executive director of the Sylacauga 
Chamber of Commerce, and Jennie Williams is administrative assistant. 
They are pictured in the newly renovated chamber offices.
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Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday - Friday

www.childersburgutilities.com

The Water Works is 
immediately available 

to service any problems 
that spring up with 
sewers, gas, and 

water lines. 

Childersburg 
Water Works, Sewer 

and Gas Board

117 6th Ave. S.W., Childersburg, AL 35044
Office: 256-378-6063    •    Fax: 256-378-6825

000209185r1

24 Hour Emergency Service: 256-761-1556

Greater Coosa Valley Chamber of Commerce looks to have great year

Tom Roberts gets 
excited and can talk for 
hours about the future of 
the Greater Coosa Valley 
Chamber of Commerce.

Roberts is the pres-
ident and CEO of the 
chamber, working 
tirelessly to promote 
Childersburg and sur-
rounding areas.

“Childersburg is 
growing by leaps and 
bounds. We have more 
than seven ribbon cut-
tings and grand open-
ings planned in the 
months ahead,” he said.

In addition to these 
activities, there are four 
events on the horizon for 
the chamber.

The first major event 
of the year is the annu-
al chamber banquet on 
Thursday, March 7 at 6 
p.m. in Margie Sanford 
Hall on the Childersburg 
campus of Central Ala-
bama Community Col-
lege.

“We’ll have live mu-
sical entertainment from 
the Teresa Yager Band. 
There will be state of 
the city updates from 
Childersburg Mayor 
Ken Wesson and Oak 
Grove Mayor Tony 
White, as well as com-
munity awards for local 
business, industry and 
more. And we will also 
have a momentous an-

nouncement to go along 
with our 2019 Childers-
burg Hall of Fame in-
duction,” Roberts said.

He added that the 
food will be delicious, 
catered by CVMC’s 
Hickory Street Café. 
Tickets are available at 
the chamber office or 
from chamber board 
members.

The community 
awards are for nonprof-
it, established business, 
new business, new in-
dustry, citizen of the 
year, city employee of 
the year and  the Hall of 
Fame selection.

The next big event in 
Childersburg is Coosa 
Fest 479, set for Satur-
day, April 13, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in down-
town.

“We will have live 
entertainment through-
out the day from the 
stage. This entertain-
ment includes Dodson 
Parkway, Randy  Jacobs, 
and others,” the cham-
ber president said.

He expects more than 
100 vendors and exhib-
itors, with more details 
coming. Vendor applica-
tions are available on the 
chamber Facebook page 
or at the office.

The Kymulga Grits 
Festival is Saturday, 
April 27, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Kymulga 
Grist Mill Park. There 
is a great lineup of mu-

sic, food (including the 
famous grits & shrimp) 
and loads of family fun 
activities.

The chamber has a 
retail promotion ongo-
ing called Childersburg  
Tax Refund Season 
Shopping Spree until 

Thursday, April 11 at 2 
p.m. Consumers spend-
ing money at any local 
business can turn in re-
ceipts (or copies) to the 
chamber office.

“We’ll reward eight 
lucky shoppers with 
$50 gift cards. We want 

to encourage people to 
shop at home whenever 
possible, in support of 
local businesses, new 
and old, as well as pro-
viding important sales 
tax revenues for local 
governments,” Roberts 
said.

The Farmers Market 
continues to be open 
on good weather Mon-
days during the winter 
months from noon to 
3 p.m. Roberts pointed 
out there are all sorts of 
greens for consumers, 
and strawberries will be 
coming soon, with more 
items to follow.

Roberts said down-
town Childersburg is 
growing, and empty 
buildings are going to 
be filled. “There is a lot 
more downtown now 
than people realize. We 
have things other towns 
our size don’t have. The 
more we have, the more 
will stop and shop.”

When it comes to 
membership, the presi-
dent said the chamber is 
doing well.

Helping Roberts at 
the chamber is his ad-
ministrative assistant, 
Althea Hamilton. “She 
is a blessing from heav-
en,” he said.

In the year ahead, 
Roberts said the cham-
ber is collecting mem-
orabilia for a museum 
downtown. Anyone in-
terested in this may con-
tact him at the chamber.

The chamber office 
is at 805 3rd Street SW. 
The phone number is 
256-378-5482, and its 
email address is greater-
coosavalleychamber@
gmail.com.

By DENISE SINCLAIR
Home staff writer

File Photo
Tom Roberts is executive director of the Greater Coosa Valley Chamber 
of Commerce.  The chamber is at work organizing such events as Coosa 
Fest 479, which celebrates Childersburg’s 479th year.
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Sylacauga Parks 
and Recreation
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NEWLY 
RENOVATED 
LAKE HOWARD 
& SYLAWARD 

TRAIL
•14.5 Miles of Award-Winning Mountain Biking & Hiking Trails   
•New Boat Launch - 38 New Boat Slips  •New Fishing Pier    
•New Kayak/Canoe Launch - Kayak Rentals
•Renovated Pavilions    •New ADA Compliant Restrooms

Contact Sylacauga Parks and Recreation for more information:
2 W. 8th St., Sylacauga, AL • (256) 249-8561
https://sylacaugaparksandrecreation.com/athletics

SUMMER SPORTS REGISTRATION
• Day Camp June 3 - July 31
  $40 Registration & $17.50 Full Day
  (ages 5-12)
• Swim Team ($80, ages 4-18)
• Swim Lessons ($50, ages 2-12)
• KidGym & Cheernastics

• Adult Water Aerobics
• Tennis Lessons  
• Karate Classes
• Dancing Stars Classes
• Baton Tricks Classes 
• Guitar Lessons

For Lake Information Call 256-404-5165 or e-mail beanethere@gmail.com

Sharing the magic of photography in Sylacauga
By DENISE SINCLAIR
Home staff writer

Don Smith has al-
ways had a love of 
taking pictures. So he 
started his own busi-
ness, Home of Photog-
raphy, to do just that in 
1974.

The Marble City 
native remembered 
a Brownie Hawkeye 
camera his mother 
had. One day he took 
that camera and went 
outside to make a pho-
to.

“From that day 
forward it was kind 
of magic to me, even 
though I was just a 
kid,” he said.

His business is 
more than just a pho-
tography business. 
Through the years 
Home of Photography 
has offered a variety 
of services. These ser-
vices are:

•Photography – 
sports, weddings, fam-
ily and children, pri-
vate events, schools, 
commercial pageants 
and more;

•Custom framing 
and mat cutting;

•Pre-made frames 
for 5x7s up to 30x40s;

•Copy restoration 
of old photos;

•Scan and copy 
negatives;

•	 Convert old 

home movies (reels) 
and VHS to DVD;

•Sublimation print-
ing (mousepads, jew-
elry boxes, t-shirts, 
coffee mugs;

•Oil portraits.
A self-taught pho-

tographer, Smith re-
members working 
with Terry Mitchell at 

Grant City in the cam-
era department. The 
two went into business 
together as Smith & 
Mitchell.

They used their par-
ents’ homes as studios 
and had a dark room in 
Mitchell’s basement. 

A graduate of B.B. 
Comer Memorial 

School, Smith went 
to the University of 
Montevallo where he 
received a degree in 
business, management 
and finance.

After graduating 
from college Smith 
returned home to live 
with his parents. He 
stayed in the picture 

business, while his 
friend, he said, “got a 
real job.”

Smith worked at 
Avondale Mills and 
continued his pho-
tography business. 
As his business grew 
he bought a house on 
Brown Avenue. From 
there he purchased the 

house where Home of 
Photography is located 
now at 206 West 8th 
Street in 1980.

Even though he is 
self-taught, Smith de-
cided to go to school to 
learn more about being 
a working profession-
al in the photography 
business. He went to 

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Don Smith has operated Home of Photography in Sylacauga since 1974.
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Let Us Make Your Home Beautiful
FREE ESTIMATES

256.378.0606 • 256.510.2446

34470 Hwy. 280 - Childersburg

DANNY’s
Market Place

1 Tyler Circle, Childersburg

256-378-0076

Owners: Danny
& Kaye Robertson

•Jam •Jellies 
•Amish Cheese 
•Pure Honey

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
For Your Family

•Filming
•Editing

•Production 
•Photography

•Transfer Home Movies 

SHOOT
FIRST

MEDIA

Glass Co., Inc.
Sylacauga

“Since 1979”

debbiesanders53@yahoo.com

YOUR ONE STOP
GLASS SHOP!

510 N. Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga

256-245-2222
Fax 256-245-2223

BILLY REED

REED 
AUTOMOTIVE

797 Graphite Rd.,  |  Hollins, AL

256-249-0909

•ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS 
•AIR CONDITIONING

•REPAIR •EXHAUST REPAIR   
•HEATER CORES 
•OVER 30 YEARS

EXPERIENCE

Roy Strickland Jr., CPA

STRICKLAND ACCOUNTING 
& TAX SERVICE

34830 US HWY 280 • Childersburg

256-378-7733

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
INDIVIDUALS & BUSINESSES

FULL SERVICE 
ACCOUNTING

717 First St. S.W.
Childersburg 256.378.6903

Tamra C. Morris

ALABAMA TAX SERVICE
Bookkeeping and 
Tax Preparation

& Much More…

115 N. Norton Ave.
Sylacauga, AL 256-249-9620

COME SEE US SOON!

Work & Casual Wear Clothing, Safety 
& Soft Toe Boots for the Working Man

www.amclothing.net

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm®

Home Office, Bloomington, Ill inois 61710

420 West Ft. Williams St., Sylacauga, AL 35150
Bus. 256-249-8188 • Fax 256-245-2755

Sheila 
Curtis 

Agent

sheila.curtis.jrm9@statefarm.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

•Residential  
•Commercial  •Industrial

Alabama Termite
& Pest Control

717 1st Street SW
Childersburg, AL 256.378.6903

With Safe
& Modern
Methods

ESSENCE

 1048 1st St NW, Childersburg

(256) 378-5444

Kick back. 
Chill out.

Look 
Great.

RUDD’S
LAUNDROMAT

901 N. Anniston Ave. | Sylacauga, AL

256-245-5936
DROP OFF
SERVICE.
WE WASH

AND FOLD!

5 : 3 0 a m  -  L a s t  w a s h  s t a r t  t i m e  7 p m
7 DAYS A WEEK

LARGE
CAPACITY 
MACHINES230 West First St. | Sylacauga, AL 35150

256-249-0322

STOP N SHOP

Check Out
Our Website for

Full Current
Inventory!

stopnshopautosales.com

CHEAPAuto Sales

DIRT

Need A Reliable Vehicle 
for CHEAP? Come On 

Down Where the Prices 
Can’t Be BEAT!

WE WILL WORK
WITH YOU!

Call Patrick
at 256-794-0022

42811 US Hwy 280, Sylacauga 35150

Wayne Ezekiel
Cell: 256-510-2400

Chris Ezekiel
Cell: 256-626-2865

Coosa
Gutters

167 Lodis Lane
Weogukfa, AL 35183

Robby Roberson
Owner

256-378-4845
JRA@jandrautomotive.net

34785 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga, AL 35150

SHOP SYLACAUGA,
CHILDERSBURG & OAK GROVE
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the Winona School of 
Photography in Indi-
ana, which is known for 
teaching professional 
photographers, he said.

When it comes to 
photography, Smith 
said he loves the chal-
lenge of creating some-
thing someone will love 
whether it is a wedding, 
a child’s portrait or a 
sports competition.

“I really love pho-
tographing children 
and restoring old pho-
tographs,” he said. “I 
also like creating pretty 
frames for photos.”

Smith said photog-
raphy has been a good 
business to fit his per-
sonality. “I love work-
ing with people. Today 
I don’t photograph as 
much. I do a few wed-
dings, and I’m doing 
more families and chil-
dren, dance compa-
nies, private and school 
events. I enjoy custom 
framing. I think one 
of the most reward-
ing things my business 
does is restoring old 
photographs, bringing 
them back for families 
to enjoy,” he said.

The business own-
er has worked with 
numerous individuals 
that have also gone 
on to become well-
known photographers 
such as Jeff Etheridge, 
who works for Auburn 
University and Den-
nis Dean. Others who 
worked with Smith in-
clude Chris Hartsfield, 
Frank Unger and Nell 
Nix. “These are just 
some of the people who 
helped my company 
become a success, and 
have brought me new 
ideas,” he said.

Smith said his busi-
ness has made a good 
living for him. “I never 
felt like I worked a day 
in my life and I have 
enjoyed every single 
person who worked in 
this studio,” he said.

Smith likes to do 
new things that people 
may be interested in. 
He is trying his hand 
at sports- and mili-
tary-themed shadow 
boxes.

When he isn’t work-
ing or spending time 
with his family, Smith 
volunteers at the Isa-
bel Anderson Comer 
Museum and Arts Cen-
ter, where he is on the 
board of directors. He 
has been a member of 
the Sylacauga Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
served on the board. He 
was an active member 
of the Lions Club for 
years.	

Smith has three chil-
dren and with his wife, 
Mae, three step-chil-
dren. He is also a 
grandfather and loves 
spending time with his 
grandchildren.

Home of Photogra-
phy is open Tuesdays 
through Fridays from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. 
to noon.  For more in-
formation, call 256-
245-3244 or visit www.
homeofphotography.
com and Home of Pho-
tography’s Facebook 
page.
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Vansandt Hardware 
in Sylacauga has a 
long history in the area 
of providing every-
thing from plumbing 
to lumber to knowl-
edge to its customers.

 Craig Vansandt, 
one of the two own-
ers of the store, said 
knowing their cus-
tomers is what is im-
portant to them and 
that keeps customers 
coming back to Van-
sandt. The other owner 
is Todd Blankenship. 
The two grew up to-
gether. Craig is a year 
older than Todd. Both 
are graduates of Syla-
cauga High School.

The original owners 
of the hardware store 
are Tommy Vansandt 
and Grover Blanken-
ship. Their two sons 
became the owners in 
2018 when their fa-
thers retired.

The store was 
opened in August 
1974 in a small block 
building on Alabama 
21, just inside the Co-
osa County line across 
from the old Dark’s 
Dairy.

Craig remembered 
an item from that 
block store where you 

could buy a toilet for 
$29.95. That toilet to-
day costs more than a 
$140, he said.

The owners moved 
to the current location 
on 40631 U.S. 280 in 
1982.

Craig and Todd 
have had the store for a 
year. Craig said he had 
on the job training at 

the store and had never 
worked anywhere else.

The two new own-
ers are proud of what 
their dads have done 
with the store. Craig 
said while growing 
up not only did his 
dad have the store, but 
they raised chickens 
and had an electricial 
services business.

“My dad worked 
hard all his life,” Craig 
said.

One of the biggest 
things Craig thinks 
Vansandt Hardware 
sells is knowledge and 
service. “We’re selling 
our customers what 
they need and serving 
them like they’re fami-
ly,” he said.

Craig said another 
key part of the busi-
ness they run is know-
ing the people they 
service. “We’re giv-
ing people what they 
want. I like to say our 
hardware store is like a 
hair place for women. 
Our customers keep 
coming back, they sit 
around talking with 

us and we help them 
find what they need,” 
he said. “We’re a fam-
ily owned, family run 
business.”

Vansandt Hardware 
works to provide the 
personal touch with its 
customers. “You can 
go to a big box store 
and can’t get anyone 
to help you. I know it 

205 W. Fort Williams St.
Sylacauga, AL 35150 (256) 245-7778

•Quality auto parts  •Premium tires  
•Unbeatable prices  •Top-notch service

That’s Just How We Roll.

No appointment necessary!

•Air Conditioning 
  & Heating
•Tires & Alignments 
•Batteries 
  & Brake Service
•Diagnostics

WRIGHT PLACE
WRIGHT TIME

WRIGHT SERVICE
WRIGHT PRICE

000267633r1

Marble City hardware store enjoys
decades-long history of serving customers

By DENISE SINCLAIR
Home staff writer

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Vansandt Hardware has been a family-owned business for more than 40 years.
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Don Smith, owner 

Located in Sylacauga, AL

Home of Photography
256-245-3244

LIKE us on Facebook www.
homeofphotograhy.com

Let us do your 
family portrait. 
We also frame.

OLD PHOTOS 
RESTORED

Let us take your old photo and 
restore it to looking new!

•Wide variety of custom framing & 
  matting by order
•Also select same day options available
•Pre-made frames in a variety of sizes
•Glass replacement
•Ask us about frame repair
•Old home movies & VHS to DVD
•Slides & negatives to digital format

YOUR FULL SERVICE 
PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO 

& FRAME SHOP!

We can shoot your class reunions, 
weddings, senior protraits, 

corporate parties, professional 
headshots, dances, etc.
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Marble City hardware store enjoys
decades-long history of serving customers

has happened to me. 
We do what we can to 
help our customers,” 
Craig said.

He said customers 
have called at night or 
on weekends needing 
something in an emer-

gency. “They get hold 
of us and we go to the 
store and get what they 
need,” he said.

Vansandt Hardware 
employs six staff mem-
bers, besides the two 
owners.

The store is open 
Mondays through Fri-
days from 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 7 a.m. to noon. 
The phone number is 
256-249-8375.

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
Craig Vansandt and Todd Blankenship are the owners of
Vansandt Hardware on U.S. Highway 280 in Sylacauga.  “Our customers 
keep coming back,” Vansandt said.  “They sit around talking with us, 
and we help them find what they need.”
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Proudly Serving Talladega County, Coosa County, Tallapoosa County, Clay County,
Elmore County, St. Clair County, and all of the State of Alabama.

000267810r1

Brian Sims
Owner, Licensed Funeral

Director & Licensed Mortician

1881 Goodwater Highway 511   |   Sylacauga, AL 35150

256-245-1454

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, 
and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.

                                                             2 Kings 20:1-11 King James Version

Zion Memorial
F U N E R A L  H O M E

Do You Have Your House in Order?
CALL or CLICK

www.zionmemorialfuneralhome.com

Do You Have Your House in Order?
LET US HELP YOU WITH:

•INSURANCE   •ESTATE PLANNING
•PRE-NEED & AT-NEED PLANNING

•BURIAL OR CREMATION
For You & Your Families’ 

Peace-of-Mind,
We Stand Ready To Help!

Join us for a most 
impactful meeting that 
will change your life!



Talladega, Lincoln
& Munford

COMMERCE

UPDATE
February 2019
SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO

The Daily Home

 A
Salute to
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Bill Stanford just 
missed being in the car 
business. 

After almost two years 
of retirement, Stanford 
returned to the life he 
loves in January when 
he opened Bill Stanford 
Automotive at 411 East 
Street North in Tallade-
ga. And with his return, 
shoppers in Talladega 
and beyond looking for 
late-model used cars once 
again have the opportuni-
ty to “Get a ‘Bill Deal,’” 
as his long-time sales slo-
gan urges. 

After spending time 
traveling with his wife, 
Lynne, and mowing plen-
ty of grass, Stanford said 
many things about his 
profession of more than 
45 years started calling 
him back, and he had to 
listen. 

“Most of all, I missed 
seeing all the people we 
have worked with for so 
many years here in Talla-
dega,” he said. 

Car shoppers in the 
area have known and 
trusted him since 1999, 
when he first put his name 
on the building of Bill 
Stanford Automotive on 
Highway 21 in Tallade-
ga, a new car dealership 
featuring all the automo-
tive brands Chrysler had 
to offer and most GM 
brands as well. In his new 
venture, Stanford said 
shoppers will find a good 
inventory of late-model 
Cadillacs, GMCs, Hyun-
dais, Kias, Nissans, Toyo-
tas and more. 

“We have something 
for everybody,” Stanford 
said. “We are keeping a 
good assortment of auto-
mobiles to meet the needs 
of many different types of 
customers, from the first-
time buyer to the luxury 
car buyer.”

Stanford is also proud 
to offer multiple types of 
financing to help shoppers 
on many different rungs 
of the financial ladder. 

“We have bank financ-
ing, we are affiliated with 
several of the local credit 
unions, and for those who 
may have had some finan-
cial difficulties in the past, 
we have second-chance 
financing as well,” Stan-
ford said. “We can work 
with anybody that comes 
through the door.”

Stanford is glad to be 
back in business, and it 
seems Talladega shoppers 
are glad he is back as well.

“This location here on 
East North Street has as 
much traffic as anywhere 
in Talladega,” he said. 
“Things have been going 
really well. We are really 
pleased with the response 
we have had in the early 
going.”

Stanford has also 
found that, for some peo-
ple, laboring at a job they 
love can be as rewarding 
as any retirement hobby 
or adventure. 

“A man needs a reason 
to get up and getting go-
ing every day,” Stanford 
said. “I’ve found that sell-
ing cars is mine.”

Stanford Automotive returns to Talladega

By JIMMY CREED
Special to The Daily Home

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
The new Bill Stanford Automotive offers a wide variety of late-model pre-owned vehicles.  The dealership is open at 411 East Street North in 
Talladega.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
Talladega shoppers can once again “Get a ‘Bill Deal’” from Bill Stanford Automotive.

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
A full range of vehicles and financing options is available.

Longtime auto retailer
opens pre-owned
late-model dealership
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Mon. & Sat. 9 am - 3 pm 
Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm

Closed Sunday & Wednesday

35288 AL Hwy. 21, Talladega 

256-362-6370
www.talladegacyclesales.com

000267125r1

Husqvarna
SPECIAL

$3,999

Package includes a Z254 54” Zero turn mower,
129L Trimmer, 435E chain saw, and the 320ib blower.

Payments as low as $90 per month.
0% 48 months, WAC
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First Bank of Alabama
Talladega (256) 362-2334
Lincoln (205) 763-7763
Munford (256) 358-9000
Member FDIC

Over 160 Years

The Daily Home
Talladega (256) 362-1000
Pell City (205) 884-3400
www.dailyhome.com

Talladega Insurance 
Agency
109 N Spring St.
Talladega (256) 362-4153

101-159 years

Thornton, Carpenter, 
O’Brien, Lawrence & 
Sims
212 North St. W
Talladega (256) 362-0081

Stringer, Montgomery 
& Montgomery
P. O. Box 74
138 East St. N
Talladega (256) 362-3154
James “Jake” 
Montgomery, Jr.
J. Steven Upchurch

Alabama Bag Company
PO Box 576
Talladega (256) 362-4921

Carter Hardware
Hwy 21
Munford (256) 358-4971

Rose’s Shoes & Boots
Moving to: 1715 2nd Ave 
East
Hwy 75 N
Oneonta (205) 853-8635
Like Us on Facebook

Valley Bank
Pell City Branch
1930 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-3500
William P Bullard
Retail Market Manager
Assistant Vice President 

Kilgroe Funeral Home
Since 1908
2219 2nd Ave. N
Pell City (205) 338-3341

Union State Bank
PO Box 647
Pell City (205) 884-1520
Since 1903

91-100 years

Citizens Baptist 
Medical Center
604 Stone Ave.
Talladega
Main: (256) 362-8111
brookwoodbaptisthealth.com

Usrey-Brown Service 
Funeral Home
516 North St.
Talladega (256) 362-2344

21271 Hwy 231 N
Pell City (205) 338-0303
usreyfuneralhome.com

81-90 years

Miller Lumber Company
308 E Ft. Williams St.
PO Box 134
Sylacauga (256) 245-6081
Fax (256) 245-8641

The Ark
13030 Hwy 78
Riverside (205) 338-7420

71-80 years

Coosa Valley Electric 
Cooperative
69220 AL Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-4180

Terry’s Metropolitan 
Mortuary
1702 W Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-2421

Haynes Sewing
1008 Gurnee Ave.
Anniston (256) 236-2021

Pell City Flower Shop
36 Comer Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-2226

HRH Metals, Inc.
905 Marketta Spur Rd.
Moody (205) 640-5500

61-70 years

SouthFirst Bank
126 N Norton Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-4365
301 W North St.
Talladega (256) 362-6101

Atkinson Real Estate
535 N Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-6782
atkinsonrealestate.com

Fairmont Realty
208 North Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 249-8574

Farmer’s Furniture
715 E Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-8662

Fort McClellan 
Credit Union
1010 Golden Springs Rd.
Anniston (256) 237-2113

Porter & Porter Company
Talladega (256) 362-4194
porterandportercompany.com

Griffin’s Jewelers
Talladega, Pell City
griffinsjewelers.org

J & M Tank Lines, Inc.
1855 Sylacauga - 
Fayetteville Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 245-3933

Doug Camp Insurance
719 B Battle St. E
Talladega (256) 362-4930
Doug.camp.b2gf@
statefarm.com

Shocco Springs Baptist 
Conference Center
1314 Shocco Springs Rd.
Talladega (256) 761-1100
www.shocco.org

Pell City Heating
& Cooling
331 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-2820
pellcityheatingandcooling.com

American Legion 
Post #107
8299 Railroad Ave.
Leeds (205) 699-2695

Leeds Area Chamber
of Commerce
7901 Parkway Dr.
PO Box 900
Leeds (205) 699-5001
Sandra@
leedsareachamber.com
Leedsareachamber.com

51-60 years

Columbus Finance
1273 Talladega Hwy
Marble City Plaza
PO Box 335
Sylacauga (256) 249-0305

Steen’s Wrecker
& Service
1460 Old Birmingham Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 249-0026
Owner: Jimmy Steen

Allen Oil Co.
of Sylacauga, Inc.
Allen Brew Markets, Inc.
1215 Old Birmingham Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 245-5478

W & W Heating &
Air Conditioning
4175 Renfroe Rd.
PO Box 284
Talladega (256) 268-2973

Davis Carpet
59400 AL Hwy 77 S
Talladega (256) 362-5636

Boothe Appliance
401 W  4th Street
Sylacauga (256) 249-8862

Midway Memory Gardens
27950 AL Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 362-8995

Wingfield 
Engineering Co., Inc.
PO Box 68
110 Academy Circle
Goodwater 
(256) 839-6339
Fax: (256) 839-6390

Sylacauga Marine & ATV
2670 Old Birmingham Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 245-8920
Owners:
Lee Holmes
Ray Holmes
Rob Peoples

R K Allen Oil Company
36002 AL Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 362-4261
rkallenoil.com

Storey’s Tax Service
111 Court St. N
Talladega (256) 362-5571
Facebook@
storeystaxservice

Goodgame Company
2311 3rd Ave. S 
Pell City (205) 338-2551 
                                               
Murray’s Garage 
1600 9th St.
Leeds (205) 699-6651
www.murraysgarage.net      

Speck’s Tire
3255 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-3722

Johnny J. Smith & Son’s 
Construction Co.         
2623 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-2050

Village at Cook Springs
415 Cook Springs Rd.
Pell City (205) 814-3199
www.villageatcooksprings.com

Patterson Pharmacy
7513 Parkway Dr.
Leeds (205) 699-5113

41-50 years

Midway Auto Parts
47815 Hwy 78 E
Lincoln (205) 763-7756

Fincher’s Real Delite
531 East St. N
Talladega (256) 362-2174

Margaret’s 
780 Talladega Creek Rd.
Talladega (256) 761-9327

A&M Clothing
115 N Norton Ave. 
Sylacauga (256) 249-9620

Johnny’s Plumbing
117 Meleah Dr.
Talladega (256) 362-2735

SafeGuard Corporation
39610 Hwy 280
Sylacauga (256) 207-2101
Fax (256) 207-2102
Owners:
Jamie Carpenter
Matt Carpenter
Angie Hughes
Shelia Hatchett

Michael’s Mens Wear
127 W Court Square
Talladega (256) 362-2631

Taylor Rental
206 Tinney St. S
Talladega (256) 362-2433

Curtis & Son 
Funeral Home
1315 Old Talladega Hwy.
Sylacauga (256) 245-4361

Vansandt Hardware 
& Supply
40631 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga (256) 245-7878

Lineville Health & 
Rehabilitation, LLC
88073 Hwy 9
Lineville (256) 396-2104

Talladega Cycle Sales
35288 Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 362-6370

The Realty Pros
418 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 884-0400
www.realtyprospc.com
                                            
Stevens & Son Locksmith    
1604 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-9872

St Clair Farmers
Co-op Inc
210 Hardwick Rd.
Pell City (205) 338-2821
Like Us on Facebook 

Alabama Brick
1606 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-9590

Pell City 
Chamber of Commerce
1000 Bruce Etheredge 
Pkwy, Ste. 105
Pell City (205) 338-3377

KFC
Hwy 231 N
Pell City (205) 338-3221
  
Trammel, Harper 
& Williams, Inc.
1607 S Martin St., Ste. 4
Pell City (205) 884-3444
www.thwinc.com
lphillips@thwinc.com

31-40 years

Lincoln Hardware
& Rental
77 Magnolia St.
Lincoln (205) 763-7660

Talladega Auto Parts 
217 Battle St. E 
Talladega (256) 362-1770

Superior Machine
and Pattern, Inc.
38001 AL Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 362-1385
Owner: Larry Dalton

Clark’s Insurance
106 S Court Square

Talladega (256) 362-3548

Reliable Transmission
111 Broome St.
Talladega (256) 761-1220

Talladega Office
Machines, LLC
30 N Spring St.
Talladega (256) 362-2883

Talladega Funeral Home
Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-0111

Broiler Room
12089 Stemley Rd.
Lincoln (205) 763-3036
Open 24/7 and we 
welcome call in orders!

Waites Concrete & 
Construction
217 Stephen J. White 
Memorial Blvd.
Talladega (256) 362-2318

SWEN Communications
214 W  1st St.
Sylacauga (256) 245-3236

First House Chinese 
Restaurant
107 Johnson Ave.
Talladega (256) 362-0505
Since 1979

Sleeping Giant 
Veterinary Clinic
65501 AL Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-8977

Sims Funeral Service
431 W Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-9095

Columbus Finance 
122 E Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-3600

Tallatron
35960 Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 761-1228
Lic. No. 187

Tempforce
Sylacauga (256) 245-TEMP
Pell City (205) 884-HELP
Ashland (256) 396-1800
Anniston (256) 236-TEMP

Piggly Wiggly
320 W Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-7949
105 Magnolia St. S
Lincoln (205) 763-7112

Simpson Collison 
Center LLC  
2806 Moody Pkwy
Moody (205) 640-6234
     
Blair & Parsons 
1711 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-3440

Ford Meter Box Co. Inc.
815 Miles Pkwy
Pell City (205) 884-4480
www.fordmeterbox.com

Burton’s Food Stores  
5770 US Hwy 11

Springville (205) 467-7275
  
Cropwell Small 
Animal Hospital
2308 Mays Dr.
Pell City (205) 338-3556

BJ Produce
2212 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-1776

Landis Antiques Mall
2401 12th Ave. N
Pell City (205) 338-6255

Royal Foods Inc.
1904 16th Ave. S
Pell City (205) 884-1040

Bullard Mechanical 
Service Co Inc.   
Heating & Air
840 Railroad Dr.
Pell City (205) 338-4199
Birmingham
(205) 838-2298

Logan Martin Vet Clinic
1220 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 884-3412

Riverbend Apartments
417 River Bend Rd.
Riverside (205) 884-4400
www.riverbendapts@
citymax.com

Fields & Gossett Realty
508 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 884-2300
www.fieldsgossett.com

Old Gray Barn
Formerly Gossett
Hardware/Express 
Shipping
1910 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-2824

21-30 years

Blue Horizon Travel
601 S Norton Ave. 
Sylacauga (256) 245-7900
Fax (256) 245-4115

Hair Impressions
212 East St. N
Talladega (256) 362-7777
Owner/Stylist: 
Bobby Williamson

Payne Science Pest
Management Company
106 Stonegate Circle
Lincoln (256) 362-2800
Owner: Kyle Payne

SAFE
Sylacauga Alliance for 
Family Enhancement, Inc.
78 Betsy Ross Lane
PO Box 1122
Sylacauga, AL 35150
safefamilyservicescenter.com 
Follow us on Facebook 
too!

Pineview Landing 
Apartments
160 Broadway Ave.
Talladega (256) 362-3412

Collier Motors
3315 Old Sylacauga 
Highway
Sylacauga (256) 249-2900

 Grizzard Living Aids
1227 Noble St.
Anniston (256) 237-2006
Owner: Terry Grizzard

Terry Hogge Electric
800 Shelton Shores
Lincoln (205) 763-9844

Elwood Staffing
115 N Court St., Ste. A
Talladega (256) 362-1953

Radney-Smith 
Funeral Home
320 North Elm Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-1616

Head Chiropractic
1013 W Fort Williams St.
Sylacauga (256) 245-2258

Lincoln Pharmacy
99 Magnolia St.
Lincoln (205) 763-7759

Poor House
Branch Marina
7062 Stemley Rd.
Talladega (256) 268-2939
poorhousebranchmarina.com

Piggly Wiggly
1070 1st St NW
Childersburg
(256) 378-5795
1244 Talladega Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 249-4836
1351 W Ft. Williams St.
Sylacauga (256) 249-8989

Omya Alabama Inc.
2071 Sylacauga- 
Fayetteville Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 208-4100

Garrison Steel
Erectors Inc.
1122 Industrial Park Dr.
Pell City (800) 226-5098
www.garrisonsteel.com

Sarah Brazzolotto
1908 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-7726

Colonial Galleries
2000 Golf Course Rd.
Pell City (205) 338-7395

Bain & Co. CPA
1609 Cogswell Ave. 
Pell City (205) 884-2332

Guadalajara Mexican 
Restaurant
Hwy 231 S
Towne Park Plaza
Pell City (205) 884-2195

Caran Wilbanks
2319 Cogswell Ave.
Ste. 101
Pell City (205) 338-7320
caranw@era-king.com

Kell Realty
17 Court St. West
Ashville (205) 594-5391

www.kellrealty.com

Woods Surfside Marina  
37 Marina Dr.
Cropwell (205) 525-5533
woodssurfside.com

Oakridge Outdoor Power 
Equipment Inc.
14303 Hwy 411
Odenville
(205) 629-2270
www.
oakridgepowerequipal.com

Robinson Law Firm
1911 Martin St. S Ste. B
Pell City (205) 884-5133
www.rlflaw.net

Metro Bank
800 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 884-2265

Wood Appraisal Services
1704 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-1608

Community Credit 
1912 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City
(205)338-4433
NMLS@206219
Loan Orginator@206244

H & R Motors
26 Murphees Valley Rd.
Springville (205) 467-3192
Linda@hrmotorsinc.com
hrmotorsspringville.com

J & K Tires 
& Service, LLC
1667 Wood St.
Steele (256) 570-0777
www.jandktire.com
jandktires@gmail.com

Mary’s Mini Warehouses
2404 Forrest Ln.
Pell City (205) 884-4061
marysminiwarehouse.com

Auto Works
2710 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-2581
Like Us On Facebook

Stephanie Bain
Attorney at Law
1918 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 814-1331
www.bainlawoffice.com
stephanie@bainlawoffice.com

16-20 years

Lincoln Storage
48000 Hwy 78
Lincoln (205) 763-0076

Alabama Eye Clinic
Dr. Joseph Schnorbus
109 Coosa St. E., Ste. A
Talladega (256) 362-4872

A&M Automotive
34560 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga (256) 391-7687

AlaHomes Realty, LLC
112 Court Square S
Talladega (256) 368-9008

Heather Roberts- Realtor
www.alahomes.com

The Kitchen
11 Pine Harbor Road
Pell City (205) 362-2766
tuckerkat063@gmail.com

Celebrations   
3005 Martin St. S
Cropwell (205) 884-8632

Susan Gentry Insurance
3255 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-1131

Golden Rule BBQ
John McCutcheon
1700 Martin St. N
Pell City (205) 338-1443
www.goldenrulebbq.com

Remax/Hometown 
Properties
Sharon Thomas
30 Comer Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-7355
www.sharonthomas.net

Classic Home
Mortgage, Inc.
Teresa Carden
1904 Indian Lake Dr.  
Birmingham
(205)444-5866
(205)405-0603
NMLS#201456
teresa@fundinghomedreams.com

Southland Golf Cart Sales
2945 Logan Martin
Dam Rd.
Vincent (205) 525-0131
www.southlandgolfcarts.com

11-15 years

Autumn Trace Apartments
1400 Autumn Ln.
Sylacauga (256) 249-2126

Custom Docks
50 Hickman Ln.
Talladega (256) 268-8309
customdocksllc.com

Heritage Freight
1215 Sylacauga-
Fayetteville Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 245-2488

Comfort Care Hospice
702 E Battle St.
Talladega (256) 761-1250

TallaFloral
108 Court Square E
Talladega (256) 362-3092

Lincoln Chiropractic
47795 US Hwy 78
Lincoln (205) 763-2222
LincolnChiropractic.org

Hometown Realty
Elaine Stringer
300 East St. N, Ste. C
Talladega (256) 480-0150
Talladegahomes.com

Joiner Plumbing Services
2030 Old Coal City Rd.

Pell City (205) 814-4504

Alfa Insurance
Geoff Carroll
32775 US 231
Ashville (205) 594-7054
www.alfainsurance.com

Village East 
Assisted Living              
220 Kings Circle
Pell City (205) 338-2221

Beck First Aid 
& Safety, Inc.
20901 Hwy 231
Pell City
(205) 982-0887
rbradford@beckfirstaid.com

Classic Car Wash
602 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-1322
classiccarwash-pellcity.com

Like Us On Facebook

Angler Recycling
15226 Hwy 411
Odenville
(205) 629-2200
www.anglerrecycling.com

Sew Nice Embroidery
& Gifts 
70- 6th Ave.
Ashville (205) 594-5461
Like us on Facebook

Tradesman Co.
3620 Martin St. S
Pell City
(205) 338-7500
www.tradesmanco.com

Moody Realty
Paula Krafft, Realtor
(205) 365-9612
(205) 640-7671
www.moodyrealtyal.com
paula@moodyrealtyal.com

Triple T’s Food Store
5000 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205)884-8896
Like Us on Facebook

Lake Homes Realty
Nicole Anderson
(205) 753-0225
nanderson@lakehomes.com

www.lakehomes.com

6-10 years

Coosa Valley MRI
315 Hickory St.
Sylacauga (256) 207-2686
coosavalleymri.com
Follow us on Facebook!

Endless Horizon
Cruises
Marilyn Lawson/
Cruise Specialist
“Please Like Us on 
Facebook”
(256) 268-0129

TB Turner Interior Design
113 Court St. N
Talladega (256) 223-0908

Hollywood Pet Salon
& Tanning
407 South St. W
Talladega (256) 480-3082

Express Pharmacy
320 W Battle St.
(Inside Piggly Wiggly)
Talladega (256) 362-1120

LAH
Dana Ellison, Realtor
(205) 870-8580 (o)
(205) 369-1413 (c)
danaellison@lahrealestate.com

Pell City Internal 
& Family Medicine
7067 Veterans Parkway, 
Suite 200
Pell City (205) 884-9000
www.pcifm.com

Lakeside Boathouse
1334 Savage Town Rd.
Pell City (205) 473-5750
keithclements1985@
hotmail.com
lakeside-boathouse.com

Rodney’s Marine 
Center LLC
6046 Martin St. S
Cropwell (205) 525-1500
rodneysmarinecenter@
gmail.com
Like us on Facebook

Aardwolf Termite 
& Pest Control
290 Lock 4 Rd.
Riverside (205)338-6615
www.aardwolfpest@att.net
Like Us On Facebook

Ann’s New Life Center
for Women LLC  
3440 Martin St. S
Ste. 1
Cropwell (205)338-4580
annsnewlifecenter@gmail.com

Like Us on Facebook

Mattress & More, LLC
1911 Martin St. S Ste. 8
Pell City (205) 338-2335

Town & Country Ford
I-20 Exit 158 Hwy 231
Pell City (205) 338-9463
www.pellcityford.com

Killin Time  
1506 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-0887

Salon 4You
3315 Dr. John Haynes Dr.
Pell City (205) 299-6515
Ladonna Phillips
Hairstylist/Owner

Show Ur Tee’s
8316 Parkway Dr.
Leeds (205) 699-3630
Like Us On Facebook

Serv Pro of 
St Clair County
Shirley Kujan
93 Hagan Ave.
Childersburg
(205)362-7431
skujan@servpro9264.com

J. P. Dailey Insurance 
Agency Inc.
2109 7th Ave N., Ste. 2
Pell City (205) 525-5525
jp.dailey.ts4s@statefarm.com

Daylight Donuts
705 Martin St. N., Ste. 2
Pell City (205) 338-8700
Facebook.com/daylight.
pellcity

1-5 years

Pop the Top 
704 B Battle St. E
(256) 268-8036
Popthetopsodashop.com

YellowHammer Roll Offs
217 Stephen J. White 
Memorial Blvd.
Talladega (256) 521-3355

Brandon Tate – 
State Farm
45277 Us Hwy 78
Lincoln (205) 763-7023
Brandon@TateFarm.net

Well Way Health Shoppe
2305 Stemley Bridge Rd.
Hwy 34, Pell City
(205) 884-1160
wellwaywholehealthshoppe.com
Like Us On Facebook    

Laurie Brasher
Fields & Gossett Realty
(c) (205) 365-3639 
(o) (205) 884-2300
laurie.brasher@gmail.com

Dr. Jewelry
243 US Hwy 11
Argo Village
Trussville (205) 467-0222
John Davis, Owner

Bart Perry 
State Farm Insurance 
1000 Forrest Pl, Suite 1
Pell City (205) 525-0726
www.bartperry.com

Oishi Asian Restaurant
4852 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-7775
www.oishiasian.com

Farris Lock & Key
John Farris
Based out of Leeds
(205) 577-7752
www.farrislockandkey.com

Michelle Greene
Realtor 
Remax Hometown 
Properties
30 Comer Ave.
(205) 901-3352 c
(205) 338-7355 o
mgreene@
hometownproperties.com 

Quick Lane Tire
& Auto Center
At Town & Country Ford
1103 Martin St. N
Pell City
(205) 525-4777
www.quicklane.com

BUSINESSES from decades past to decades to come.
Each year brings new opportunities for continuing growth and 

progress. These businesses in The Daily Home coverage area have 
shaped our communities' future. Read about them here.
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First Bank of Alabama
Talladega (256) 362-2334
Lincoln (205) 763-7763
Munford (256) 358-9000
Member FDIC

Over 160 Years

The Daily Home
Talladega (256) 362-1000
Pell City (205) 884-3400
www.dailyhome.com

Talladega Insurance 
Agency
109 N Spring St.
Talladega (256) 362-4153

101-159 years

Thornton, Carpenter, 
O’Brien, Lawrence & 
Sims
212 North St. W
Talladega (256) 362-0081

Stringer, Montgomery 
& Montgomery
P. O. Box 74
138 East St. N
Talladega (256) 362-3154
James “Jake” 
Montgomery, Jr.
J. Steven Upchurch

Alabama Bag Company
PO Box 576
Talladega (256) 362-4921

Carter Hardware
Hwy 21
Munford (256) 358-4971

Rose’s Shoes & Boots
Moving to: 1715 2nd Ave 
East
Hwy 75 N
Oneonta (205) 853-8635
Like Us on Facebook

Valley Bank
Pell City Branch
1930 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-3500
William P Bullard
Retail Market Manager
Assistant Vice President 

Kilgroe Funeral Home
Since 1908
2219 2nd Ave. N
Pell City (205) 338-3341

Union State Bank
PO Box 647
Pell City (205) 884-1520
Since 1903

91-100 years

Citizens Baptist 
Medical Center
604 Stone Ave.
Talladega
Main: (256) 362-8111
brookwoodbaptisthealth.com

Usrey-Brown Service 
Funeral Home
516 North St.
Talladega (256) 362-2344

21271 Hwy 231 N
Pell City (205) 338-0303
usreyfuneralhome.com

81-90 years

Miller Lumber Company
308 E Ft. Williams St.
PO Box 134
Sylacauga (256) 245-6081
Fax (256) 245-8641

The Ark
13030 Hwy 78
Riverside (205) 338-7420

71-80 years

Coosa Valley Electric 
Cooperative
69220 AL Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-4180

Terry’s Metropolitan 
Mortuary
1702 W Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-2421

Haynes Sewing
1008 Gurnee Ave.
Anniston (256) 236-2021

Pell City Flower Shop
36 Comer Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-2226

HRH Metals, Inc.
905 Marketta Spur Rd.
Moody (205) 640-5500

61-70 years

SouthFirst Bank
126 N Norton Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-4365
301 W North St.
Talladega (256) 362-6101

Atkinson Real Estate
535 N Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-6782
atkinsonrealestate.com

Fairmont Realty
208 North Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 249-8574

Farmer’s Furniture
715 E Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-8662

Fort McClellan 
Credit Union
1010 Golden Springs Rd.
Anniston (256) 237-2113

Porter & Porter Company
Talladega (256) 362-4194
porterandportercompany.com

Griffin’s Jewelers
Talladega, Pell City
griffinsjewelers.org

J & M Tank Lines, Inc.
1855 Sylacauga - 
Fayetteville Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 245-3933

Doug Camp Insurance
719 B Battle St. E
Talladega (256) 362-4930
Doug.camp.b2gf@
statefarm.com

Shocco Springs Baptist 
Conference Center
1314 Shocco Springs Rd.
Talladega (256) 761-1100
www.shocco.org

Pell City Heating
& Cooling
331 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-2820
pellcityheatingandcooling.com

American Legion 
Post #107
8299 Railroad Ave.
Leeds (205) 699-2695

Leeds Area Chamber
of Commerce
7901 Parkway Dr.
PO Box 900
Leeds (205) 699-5001
Sandra@
leedsareachamber.com
Leedsareachamber.com

51-60 years

Columbus Finance
1273 Talladega Hwy
Marble City Plaza
PO Box 335
Sylacauga (256) 249-0305

Steen’s Wrecker
& Service
1460 Old Birmingham Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 249-0026
Owner: Jimmy Steen

Allen Oil Co.
of Sylacauga, Inc.
Allen Brew Markets, Inc.
1215 Old Birmingham Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 245-5478

W & W Heating &
Air Conditioning
4175 Renfroe Rd.
PO Box 284
Talladega (256) 268-2973

Davis Carpet
59400 AL Hwy 77 S
Talladega (256) 362-5636

Boothe Appliance
401 W  4th Street
Sylacauga (256) 249-8862

Midway Memory Gardens
27950 AL Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 362-8995

Wingfield 
Engineering Co., Inc.
PO Box 68
110 Academy Circle
Goodwater 
(256) 839-6339
Fax: (256) 839-6390

Sylacauga Marine & ATV
2670 Old Birmingham Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 245-8920
Owners:
Lee Holmes
Ray Holmes
Rob Peoples

R K Allen Oil Company
36002 AL Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 362-4261
rkallenoil.com

Storey’s Tax Service
111 Court St. N
Talladega (256) 362-5571
Facebook@
storeystaxservice

Goodgame Company
2311 3rd Ave. S 
Pell City (205) 338-2551 
                                               
Murray’s Garage 
1600 9th St.
Leeds (205) 699-6651
www.murraysgarage.net      

Speck’s Tire
3255 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-3722

Johnny J. Smith & Son’s 
Construction Co.         
2623 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-2050

Village at Cook Springs
415 Cook Springs Rd.
Pell City (205) 814-3199
www.villageatcooksprings.com

Patterson Pharmacy
7513 Parkway Dr.
Leeds (205) 699-5113

41-50 years

Midway Auto Parts
47815 Hwy 78 E
Lincoln (205) 763-7756

Fincher’s Real Delite
531 East St. N
Talladega (256) 362-2174

Margaret’s 
780 Talladega Creek Rd.
Talladega (256) 761-9327

A&M Clothing
115 N Norton Ave. 
Sylacauga (256) 249-9620

Johnny’s Plumbing
117 Meleah Dr.
Talladega (256) 362-2735

SafeGuard Corporation
39610 Hwy 280
Sylacauga (256) 207-2101
Fax (256) 207-2102
Owners:
Jamie Carpenter
Matt Carpenter
Angie Hughes
Shelia Hatchett

Michael’s Mens Wear
127 W Court Square
Talladega (256) 362-2631

Taylor Rental
206 Tinney St. S
Talladega (256) 362-2433

Curtis & Son 
Funeral Home
1315 Old Talladega Hwy.
Sylacauga (256) 245-4361

Vansandt Hardware 
& Supply
40631 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga (256) 245-7878

Lineville Health & 
Rehabilitation, LLC
88073 Hwy 9
Lineville (256) 396-2104

Talladega Cycle Sales
35288 Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 362-6370

The Realty Pros
418 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 884-0400
www.realtyprospc.com
                                            
Stevens & Son Locksmith    
1604 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-9872

St Clair Farmers
Co-op Inc
210 Hardwick Rd.
Pell City (205) 338-2821
Like Us on Facebook 

Alabama Brick
1606 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-9590

Pell City 
Chamber of Commerce
1000 Bruce Etheredge 
Pkwy, Ste. 105
Pell City (205) 338-3377

KFC
Hwy 231 N
Pell City (205) 338-3221
  
Trammel, Harper 
& Williams, Inc.
1607 S Martin St., Ste. 4
Pell City (205) 884-3444
www.thwinc.com
lphillips@thwinc.com

31-40 years

Lincoln Hardware
& Rental
77 Magnolia St.
Lincoln (205) 763-7660

Talladega Auto Parts 
217 Battle St. E 
Talladega (256) 362-1770

Superior Machine
and Pattern, Inc.
38001 AL Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 362-1385
Owner: Larry Dalton

Clark’s Insurance
106 S Court Square

Talladega (256) 362-3548

Reliable Transmission
111 Broome St.
Talladega (256) 761-1220

Talladega Office
Machines, LLC
30 N Spring St.
Talladega (256) 362-2883

Talladega Funeral Home
Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-0111

Broiler Room
12089 Stemley Rd.
Lincoln (205) 763-3036
Open 24/7 and we 
welcome call in orders!

Waites Concrete & 
Construction
217 Stephen J. White 
Memorial Blvd.
Talladega (256) 362-2318

SWEN Communications
214 W  1st St.
Sylacauga (256) 245-3236

First House Chinese 
Restaurant
107 Johnson Ave.
Talladega (256) 362-0505
Since 1979

Sleeping Giant 
Veterinary Clinic
65501 AL Hwy 77
Talladega (256) 362-8977

Sims Funeral Service
431 W Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-9095

Columbus Finance 
122 E Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-3600

Tallatron
35960 Hwy 21
Talladega (256) 761-1228
Lic. No. 187

Tempforce
Sylacauga (256) 245-TEMP
Pell City (205) 884-HELP
Ashland (256) 396-1800
Anniston (256) 236-TEMP

Piggly Wiggly
320 W Battle St.
Talladega (256) 362-7949
105 Magnolia St. S
Lincoln (205) 763-7112

Simpson Collison 
Center LLC  
2806 Moody Pkwy
Moody (205) 640-6234
     
Blair & Parsons 
1711 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-3440

Ford Meter Box Co. Inc.
815 Miles Pkwy
Pell City (205) 884-4480
www.fordmeterbox.com

Burton’s Food Stores  
5770 US Hwy 11

Springville (205) 467-7275
  
Cropwell Small 
Animal Hospital
2308 Mays Dr.
Pell City (205) 338-3556

BJ Produce
2212 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-1776

Landis Antiques Mall
2401 12th Ave. N
Pell City (205) 338-6255

Royal Foods Inc.
1904 16th Ave. S
Pell City (205) 884-1040

Bullard Mechanical 
Service Co Inc.   
Heating & Air
840 Railroad Dr.
Pell City (205) 338-4199
Birmingham
(205) 838-2298

Logan Martin Vet Clinic
1220 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 884-3412

Riverbend Apartments
417 River Bend Rd.
Riverside (205) 884-4400
www.riverbendapts@
citymax.com

Fields & Gossett Realty
508 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 884-2300
www.fieldsgossett.com

Old Gray Barn
Formerly Gossett
Hardware/Express 
Shipping
1910 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-2824

21-30 years

Blue Horizon Travel
601 S Norton Ave. 
Sylacauga (256) 245-7900
Fax (256) 245-4115

Hair Impressions
212 East St. N
Talladega (256) 362-7777
Owner/Stylist: 
Bobby Williamson

Payne Science Pest
Management Company
106 Stonegate Circle
Lincoln (256) 362-2800
Owner: Kyle Payne

SAFE
Sylacauga Alliance for 
Family Enhancement, Inc.
78 Betsy Ross Lane
PO Box 1122
Sylacauga, AL 35150
safefamilyservicescenter.com 
Follow us on Facebook 
too!

Pineview Landing 
Apartments
160 Broadway Ave.
Talladega (256) 362-3412

Collier Motors
3315 Old Sylacauga 
Highway
Sylacauga (256) 249-2900

 Grizzard Living Aids
1227 Noble St.
Anniston (256) 237-2006
Owner: Terry Grizzard

Terry Hogge Electric
800 Shelton Shores
Lincoln (205) 763-9844

Elwood Staffing
115 N Court St., Ste. A
Talladega (256) 362-1953

Radney-Smith 
Funeral Home
320 North Elm Ave.
Sylacauga (256) 245-1616

Head Chiropractic
1013 W Fort Williams St.
Sylacauga (256) 245-2258

Lincoln Pharmacy
99 Magnolia St.
Lincoln (205) 763-7759

Poor House
Branch Marina
7062 Stemley Rd.
Talladega (256) 268-2939
poorhousebranchmarina.com

Piggly Wiggly
1070 1st St NW
Childersburg
(256) 378-5795
1244 Talladega Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 249-4836
1351 W Ft. Williams St.
Sylacauga (256) 249-8989

Omya Alabama Inc.
2071 Sylacauga- 
Fayetteville Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 208-4100

Garrison Steel
Erectors Inc.
1122 Industrial Park Dr.
Pell City (800) 226-5098
www.garrisonsteel.com

Sarah Brazzolotto
1908 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-7726

Colonial Galleries
2000 Golf Course Rd.
Pell City (205) 338-7395

Bain & Co. CPA
1609 Cogswell Ave. 
Pell City (205) 884-2332

Guadalajara Mexican 
Restaurant
Hwy 231 S
Towne Park Plaza
Pell City (205) 884-2195

Caran Wilbanks
2319 Cogswell Ave.
Ste. 101
Pell City (205) 338-7320
caranw@era-king.com

Kell Realty
17 Court St. West
Ashville (205) 594-5391

www.kellrealty.com

Woods Surfside Marina  
37 Marina Dr.
Cropwell (205) 525-5533
woodssurfside.com

Oakridge Outdoor Power 
Equipment Inc.
14303 Hwy 411
Odenville
(205) 629-2270
www.
oakridgepowerequipal.com

Robinson Law Firm
1911 Martin St. S Ste. B
Pell City (205) 884-5133
www.rlflaw.net

Metro Bank
800 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 884-2265

Wood Appraisal Services
1704 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-1608

Community Credit 
1912 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City
(205)338-4433
NMLS@206219
Loan Orginator@206244

H & R Motors
26 Murphees Valley Rd.
Springville (205) 467-3192
Linda@hrmotorsinc.com
hrmotorsspringville.com

J & K Tires 
& Service, LLC
1667 Wood St.
Steele (256) 570-0777
www.jandktire.com
jandktires@gmail.com

Mary’s Mini Warehouses
2404 Forrest Ln.
Pell City (205) 884-4061
marysminiwarehouse.com

Auto Works
2710 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-2581
Like Us On Facebook

Stephanie Bain
Attorney at Law
1918 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 814-1331
www.bainlawoffice.com
stephanie@bainlawoffice.com

16-20 years

Lincoln Storage
48000 Hwy 78
Lincoln (205) 763-0076

Alabama Eye Clinic
Dr. Joseph Schnorbus
109 Coosa St. E., Ste. A
Talladega (256) 362-4872

A&M Automotive
34560 US Hwy 280
Sylacauga (256) 391-7687

AlaHomes Realty, LLC
112 Court Square S
Talladega (256) 368-9008

Heather Roberts- Realtor
www.alahomes.com

The Kitchen
11 Pine Harbor Road
Pell City (205) 362-2766
tuckerkat063@gmail.com

Celebrations   
3005 Martin St. S
Cropwell (205) 884-8632

Susan Gentry Insurance
3255 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 884-1131

Golden Rule BBQ
John McCutcheon
1700 Martin St. N
Pell City (205) 338-1443
www.goldenrulebbq.com

Remax/Hometown 
Properties
Sharon Thomas
30 Comer Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-7355
www.sharonthomas.net

Classic Home
Mortgage, Inc.
Teresa Carden
1904 Indian Lake Dr.  
Birmingham
(205)444-5866
(205)405-0603
NMLS#201456
teresa@fundinghomedreams.com

Southland Golf Cart Sales
2945 Logan Martin
Dam Rd.
Vincent (205) 525-0131
www.southlandgolfcarts.com

11-15 years

Autumn Trace Apartments
1400 Autumn Ln.
Sylacauga (256) 249-2126

Custom Docks
50 Hickman Ln.
Talladega (256) 268-8309
customdocksllc.com

Heritage Freight
1215 Sylacauga-
Fayetteville Hwy
Sylacauga (256) 245-2488

Comfort Care Hospice
702 E Battle St.
Talladega (256) 761-1250

TallaFloral
108 Court Square E
Talladega (256) 362-3092

Lincoln Chiropractic
47795 US Hwy 78
Lincoln (205) 763-2222
LincolnChiropractic.org

Hometown Realty
Elaine Stringer
300 East St. N, Ste. C
Talladega (256) 480-0150
Talladegahomes.com

Joiner Plumbing Services
2030 Old Coal City Rd.

Pell City (205) 814-4504

Alfa Insurance
Geoff Carroll
32775 US 231
Ashville (205) 594-7054
www.alfainsurance.com

Village East 
Assisted Living              
220 Kings Circle
Pell City (205) 338-2221

Beck First Aid 
& Safety, Inc.
20901 Hwy 231
Pell City
(205) 982-0887
rbradford@beckfirstaid.com

Classic Car Wash
602 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-1322
classiccarwash-pellcity.com

Like Us On Facebook

Angler Recycling
15226 Hwy 411
Odenville
(205) 629-2200
www.anglerrecycling.com

Sew Nice Embroidery
& Gifts 
70- 6th Ave.
Ashville (205) 594-5461
Like us on Facebook

Tradesman Co.
3620 Martin St. S
Pell City
(205) 338-7500
www.tradesmanco.com

Moody Realty
Paula Krafft, Realtor
(205) 365-9612
(205) 640-7671
www.moodyrealtyal.com
paula@moodyrealtyal.com

Triple T’s Food Store
5000 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205)884-8896
Like Us on Facebook

Lake Homes Realty
Nicole Anderson
(205) 753-0225
nanderson@lakehomes.com

www.lakehomes.com

6-10 years

Coosa Valley MRI
315 Hickory St.
Sylacauga (256) 207-2686
coosavalleymri.com
Follow us on Facebook!

Endless Horizon
Cruises
Marilyn Lawson/
Cruise Specialist
“Please Like Us on 
Facebook”
(256) 268-0129

TB Turner Interior Design
113 Court St. N
Talladega (256) 223-0908

Hollywood Pet Salon
& Tanning
407 South St. W
Talladega (256) 480-3082

Express Pharmacy
320 W Battle St.
(Inside Piggly Wiggly)
Talladega (256) 362-1120

LAH
Dana Ellison, Realtor
(205) 870-8580 (o)
(205) 369-1413 (c)
danaellison@lahrealestate.com

Pell City Internal 
& Family Medicine
7067 Veterans Parkway, 
Suite 200
Pell City (205) 884-9000
www.pcifm.com

Lakeside Boathouse
1334 Savage Town Rd.
Pell City (205) 473-5750
keithclements1985@
hotmail.com
lakeside-boathouse.com

Rodney’s Marine 
Center LLC
6046 Martin St. S
Cropwell (205) 525-1500
rodneysmarinecenter@
gmail.com
Like us on Facebook

Aardwolf Termite 
& Pest Control
290 Lock 4 Rd.
Riverside (205)338-6615
www.aardwolfpest@att.net
Like Us On Facebook

Ann’s New Life Center
for Women LLC  
3440 Martin St. S
Ste. 1
Cropwell (205)338-4580
annsnewlifecenter@gmail.com

Like Us on Facebook

Mattress & More, LLC
1911 Martin St. S Ste. 8
Pell City (205) 338-2335

Town & Country Ford
I-20 Exit 158 Hwy 231
Pell City (205) 338-9463
www.pellcityford.com

Killin Time  
1506 Martin St. S
Pell City (205) 338-0887

Salon 4You
3315 Dr. John Haynes Dr.
Pell City (205) 299-6515
Ladonna Phillips
Hairstylist/Owner

Show Ur Tee’s
8316 Parkway Dr.
Leeds (205) 699-3630
Like Us On Facebook

Serv Pro of 
St Clair County
Shirley Kujan
93 Hagan Ave.
Childersburg
(205)362-7431
skujan@servpro9264.com

J. P. Dailey Insurance 
Agency Inc.
2109 7th Ave N., Ste. 2
Pell City (205) 525-5525
jp.dailey.ts4s@statefarm.com

Daylight Donuts
705 Martin St. N., Ste. 2
Pell City (205) 338-8700
Facebook.com/daylight.
pellcity

1-5 years

Pop the Top 
704 B Battle St. E
(256) 268-8036
Popthetopsodashop.com

YellowHammer Roll Offs
217 Stephen J. White 
Memorial Blvd.
Talladega (256) 521-3355

Brandon Tate – 
State Farm
45277 Us Hwy 78
Lincoln (205) 763-7023
Brandon@TateFarm.net

Well Way Health Shoppe
2305 Stemley Bridge Rd.
Hwy 34, Pell City
(205) 884-1160
wellwaywholehealthshoppe.com
Like Us On Facebook    

Laurie Brasher
Fields & Gossett Realty
(c) (205) 365-3639 
(o) (205) 884-2300
laurie.brasher@gmail.com

Dr. Jewelry
243 US Hwy 11
Argo Village
Trussville (205) 467-0222
John Davis, Owner

Bart Perry 
State Farm Insurance 
1000 Forrest Pl, Suite 1
Pell City (205) 525-0726
www.bartperry.com

Oishi Asian Restaurant
4852 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City (205) 338-7775
www.oishiasian.com

Farris Lock & Key
John Farris
Based out of Leeds
(205) 577-7752
www.farrislockandkey.com

Michelle Greene
Realtor 
Remax Hometown 
Properties
30 Comer Ave.
(205) 901-3352 c
(205) 338-7355 o
mgreene@
hometownproperties.com 

Quick Lane Tire
& Auto Center
At Town & Country Ford
1103 Martin St. N
Pell City
(205) 525-4777
www.quicklane.com

BUSINESSES from decades past to decades to come.
Each year brings new opportunities for continuing growth and 

progress. These businesses in The Daily Home coverage area have 
shaped our communities' future. Read about them here.

Over 170 Years

Over 160 Years

91-100 Years

41-50 Years

31-40 Years 31-40 Years 21-30 Years

11-15 Years

41-50 Years

61-70 Years

61-70 Years 21-30 Years 11-15 Years 6-10 Years

1-5 Years

51-60 Years 16-20 Years 6-10 Years
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101-159 Years 71-80 Years

81-90 Years

91-100 Years

21-30 Years

31-40 Years

51-60 Years

6-10 Years
16-20 Years
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Michael’s Men’s Wear:
A fixture in Talladega for half a century

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
For Jessica Turley, Michael Ghee and John Ghee, men’s wear has been all in the family for 50  years.

For 50 years Michael’s Men’s Wear has been a fix-
ture on the corner on the square in Talladega thanks to 
the dedication of three generations of the Ghee family, 
reasonable prices, great customer service and countless 
loyal customers.

“This is all I have ever done,” Michael Ghee said. “I 
have worked here since my father, John, opened the doors 
in March of 1969.”

John Ghee, now 91, is retired but still works some at 
the store and “still worries about it a lot,” Michael said. 
And since 2001, Michael’s daughter, Jessica Turley, has 
been part of the team as well, taking measurements, lend-
ing suggestions and making friends. 

“It is amazing, but we have some people who began 
trading with us in 1969 that still trade with us to this day,” 
Jessica said. “We have been blessed with a lot of very 
loyal customers over the years.”

While much of that customer base comes from Talla-
dega and surrounding areas, it has grown over the years to 
include many from across the state and the nation. They 
regularly ship orders to customers from Huntsville to Mo-
bile, New York to California and many other points in 
between. 

They recently received an order from a minister in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, who wanted a special suit to wear on 
the day he preached on his 90th birthday, and Michael 
was proud to provide it. 

“It’s all about customer relations and building friend-
ships,” he said. “You have to make them want to trade 
with you and to keep coming back.”

While Michael’s is what Jessica calls “a one-stop 
shop” for all types of men’s items, it is the almost 1,300 
suits that regularly hang on its racks that is the greatest 
drawing card. 

A full selection of suits for all sizes in many distinc-
tive colors has made Michael’s the go-to spot for genera-
tions of shoppers looking for just the right outfit for many 
of life’s special occasions. These days they also specialize 
in providing suits for large groups such as wedding par-
ties, fraternity functions and even for companies that of-
ten need their employees to be dressed in similar fashion. 

And they do it all with free alterations, a friendly 
smile, and always with a “thank you for your business” 
when a sale is made. 

“When a customer comes into your store, you have 
done him no favors by waiting on him,” Michael said. 
“He has done you the favor by coming to your store to 
shop and by trading with you. Here at Michael’s Men’s 
Wear, we never forget that.”

Michael’s Mens Wear is open 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Mon-
days-Thursdays and 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays.

By JIMMY CREED
Special to The Daily Home

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
Besides suits and casual wear, Michael’s offers a full compliment of accessories, including 
belts and ties in a variety of styles and colors.
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April in Talladega
Fri. & Sat. ~ April 12-13, 2019

Historic Tour of Homes

at Heritage Hall Museum
Friday Night 5:30-7:30 pm

$5 at the door

Friday & Saturday TBA
Included in Tour Ticket

St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church
Friday & Saturday

(tickets sold separately)

10 am - 5 pm Daily

Tickets $25 Adults 
$10 Students 12 and under

(256) 362-9075 
www.talladegalincolnchamber.com

www.aprilintalladega.org
Follow us on Facebook for Event Details 

and Sneak Previews!

Mt. Canaan Baptist Church c. 1870

Dogwood c. 1904 

The Tea Olive Cottage Tony & Donna Haynes c. 1843

The Wren Home

Hall of Heroes 

000267278r1

Wine & Cheese Reception & 
Cookout on the lawn

Oak Hill 
Cemetery Tour

Luncheons

FREE

Michael’s Men’s Wear:
A fixture in Talladega for half a century

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
More than 1,200 suits in all sizes, styles 
and colors are on the racks at Michael’s, 
along with shoes to match.  The Talla-
dega store prides itself on being a one-
stop shop for men’s clothing items.
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R.K. Allen Oil Company has
served Talladega for more than 50 years

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
With warehouses in central Alabama and Florida, R.K. Allen Oil Co. Inc. is the premier distributor of motor fuels and lubricants for the states of 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida and Mississippi.

Ken Allen Sr. has spent most of his life working in a 
family-owned and operated business. 

“My brother Harmon and I helped my father, O.C. 
Allen, run a service station in Sylacauga back in the 
1950s,” the owner of R.K. Allen Oil Company said. “It 
was something I grew up around, and I knew I wanted to 
do it myself one day.”

Allen said that he branched out in the 1960s to form 
his own company.

R.K. Allen Oil Company Inc. began as a Texaco 
branded jobber in 1965 in Talladega, with Allen serving 
as both the owner and sole employee.

“My wife also did a lot to help me get started he said, 
especially with the books. My children Ken Jr., Keith, 
and Jan have also been deeply involved and have helped 
make the company what it is today.  We started out small 
but have grown into so much more.”

During the 1960s and 1970s, service stations, farm 
deliveries and package lubricants were the primary focus 
of the company.

In the 1980s, A.O.C. Foodmart Inc. was formed. Ad-
ditionally, the wholesale division expanded to include 
bulk oil and the company’s first salesperson

In the 1990s, Xpress Lubes and Burger King loca-
tions were added to the company. Following, in 2000, 
the wholesale division added filtration and dehydration 
of lubricants.

“Currently, we have over 20 locations in Alabama 
& Florida, and it continues to grow,” Allen said. “Cur-
rently, the combined fuel volume of our sites exceeds 
23,000,000 gallons annually.”

The company now employs close to 200 workers 
across the state and gulf coast. 

“We deliver lubricants and fuel all across the south-
east, from Tennessee to the panhandle,” Allen said. 

Although its headquarters is in Talladega, R.K. Allen 
Oil also has warehouse facilities in Opelika and Pensac-
ola, Florida. 

The company also has sales representatives in Ala-
bama, Georgia and Florida.

According to its website, R.K. Allen Oil is the “num-
ber one supplier of fuels and lubricants for the area’s 
largest industries including: agriculture, automotive, 
timber, mining/quarries, steel, construction and com-
mercial.”

Allen said, “We take pride in our highly qualified 
sales team and we are able to provide our customers with 
the products and care they need to grow their business.” 

The company sells a variety of products in hydrau-
lic oils, conventional and synthetic motor oils, gear oils, 
greasers, coolants and much more. 

R.K. Allen Oil also offers multiple services to its 

By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
Allen Oil supplies fuels for such industries as agriculture, automotive, timber, mining/quarries, 
steel, construction and commercial.  “With our highly qualified sales team, we are able to provide 
our customers with the products and care they need to grow their business,” owner Ken Allen Sr. 
said.

See R.K. Allen Oil page 2B
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SUBWAY FRESH FIT® and SUBWAY FRESH FIT FOR KIDS™ should not be considered a diet program. 
*Fat content refers to regular 6-inch subs on white or 9-grain wheat bread prepared to 
standard formula. Visit Subway.com for full nutritional information. © 2018 Doctor’s 
Associates Inc. SUBWAY® is a registered trademark of Doctor’s Associates Inc. 
submul-18997

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
“We take pride in our excellent service and reliability,” said owner Ken Allen Sr.  The Talladega-based R.K. Allen 
Oil Company is a family-operated business.  “They have helped make the company what it is today,” Allen says 
of his family.

consumers, including product recom-
mendations, maintenance recommen-
dations, product cross reference, oil 
analysis, oil filtration, oil dehydration 
and lube surveys.

Allen noted that he has also been 
involved in multiple community proj-
ects over years.

“I was a member of the Talladega 
Chamber of Commerce when the the 
Texaco Walk-of-Fame was built. It 
was something I was heavily involved 
with, and I’m proud of what it’s be-
come.”

Allen added his company also 
sells fuel and other products to the 
Talladega Superspeedway and airport.

“Having a family owned business 
has been a good thing for us,” Allen 
said.  “We enjoy it.”

R.K. Allen Oil headquarters is at 
36002 Alabama Highway 21 in Talla-
dega.

“We will continue to strive to be 
diversified and carry a complete line 
of petroleum supplies for our custom-
ers for generations to come,” Allen 
said.

R.K. Allen Oil
from page 1B
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Welcome
toMunford

“Making the Most of a Great Community”

CARTER HARDWARE
Over 90 Years Of Hometown Service

Hwy. 21,
Munford 256.358.4971

SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR:
•Propane Tanks Filled
•Painting •Plumbing
•Lawn & Garden
•And More

mcsweeneyautomotive.com

35500 Hwy. 21 N.   |   Talladega, AL

256.362.7540

OTIS GRANT
Stop in to see me 

for your Best Deal!
STEVE HURST

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Steve Hurst, 155 Quail Run Rd., Munford, AL 36268 

State Representative District 35

Standing Up For Values.
Fighting For Alabama Families

Since 1998.

TALLADEGA COUNTY
COMMISSION DISTRICT 1

Jackie Swinford

Continued Leadership
You Can Trust!

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Jackie Swinford, 230 Willow Rd., Oxford, AL 36203

115 Lions Road - Munford - 256.358.9050

Mayor: JoAnn Fambrough      Town Clerk: Peggy Bussie      Police Chief: Jeff Rutledge
Council members: Shane Turner, Phillip McWilliams, Lee Garrison, Tim Lipham, Wade Champion

Munford

H. Allen Parnell, Jr. ~Agent

Oxford, AL

256-831-8887

The Parnell
Insurance Agency

42889 AL Hwy. 21
Munford, AL 35268

(256) 358-0787

WE BUY ALL TYPES 
OF SCRAP METAL

RECYCLERS
MUNFORD Munford

Food Mart

We gladly accept Food Stamps, WIC  & all major credit cards

•On Site Butcher Available

44201 AL Hwy. 21•Munford•(256) 358-3430

NOW
SERVING

www.firstbankal.com

256-358-9005
WINGS • RIBS • CATFISH 
BURGERS • SANDWICHES

 LARGE ORDERS?  NO PROBLEM!
43121 Hwy. 21 South • Munford

Owners: David Dabbs 
& David Thompson
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Talladega’s First Bank of Alabama plans new branch location

File photos
First Bank of Alabama plans to renovate the former McAlister’s building in Oxford, above, which 
will become the Talladega-based bank’s eighth location.  Its headquarters location, below, is at 
120 North Street East in Talladega.

First Bank of Alabama will soon open an Oxford 
branch outside Quintard Mall, according to the compa-
ny’s president.

“This is going to be a lot of fun for us,” company pres-
ident Chad Jones said Thursday. “We’ll be growing our 
footprint into our fourth county. We’re just bringing our 
people, products and services of community banking into 
the Oxford area.”

The 171-year-old company will renovate the former 
McAlister’s building near the Quintard Mall, he said, 
contracting with local vendors and craftsmen for the 
work. The company hopes to finish renovations by the 
end of July and hold a grand opening Aug. 1.

The company had $526 million in assets as of Sept. 
30, 2018, a jump from $405 million over the same date 
the previous year, according to data from the FDIC. The 
bank also jumped from $325 million to $436 million in 
deposits in the past fiscal year. Total employees rose from 
49 to 80 in the same time frame, according to the FDIC 
data.

Jones said the company decided to open an Oxford 
site because it has “a lot” of clients in the Oxford-Cal-
houn County market. However, the closest branch to that 
area is in Munford.

“What we found was that our opportunity to encom-
pass their deposit accounts was not being fulfilled,” he 
said. “We had a lot of loans coming from the Oxford mar-
ket, so looking at that, it made sense.”

The Oxford branch will be the Talladega-based com-
pany’s eighth location and will have all the amenities of 
a contemporary bank, with two drive-thru lanes and an 
ATM.

Noting the presence of what he called “big boy” banks 
in Oxford, such as Regions, Wells Fargo and BBVA, 
Jones said his bank will complement the smaller banks in 
the area, which he contrasted with the larger institutions. 
Community banks work together and complement the 
communities they’re in, according to Jones.

“Our entry into the Oxford market is not to take away 
any of the community bank market share,” he said. “We 
feel as though we can come in and complement the com-
munity banking sector because we’re all friends.”

Jones said he believes First Bank of Alabama will 
have success in the Oxford area because that branch will 
be run by bankers who “have roots” in Calhoun County.

“When you bank with a community bank, you’re not 
banking with numbers,” he said, “you’re banking with 
people.”

By B. Scott McClendon
Consolidated Publishing 
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At Talladega Insurance, we know the importance of family. That is why we are proud to say 
that we are a family owned and family operated business. Four generations have seen the 
importance of this and have returned to Talladega to help the agency grow.

Talladega Insurance Agency was recognized as Alabama’s oldest insurance agency and the 
country’s 3rd oldest insurance agency. In fact, our agency is as old or older than many of 
the companies that we represent!

•Auto
•Home
•Life

COMMERCIAL: 
   Property 
   Liability
   Work Comp

109 Spring St. N.
Ste. A

Talladega, AL
 256-362-4153

Established in 1858

4 Generations
of serving our community

Turner J. Jones William B. McGehee, Jr.

“Why call an agent that has 1 company with which to quote 
your home/auto with, when we have 11? Come see us and you 

will feel great about your coverage & premium!”

William B. McGehee, IVWilliam B. McGehee, III

www.Ta l l adega- Insurance .com
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www.talladegafuneralhomeinc.com

65001 Hwy. 77 N., Talladega

256-362-01 1 1

Kim Cosby, Manager

We Create
Honoring and Healing 

Experiences

TALLADEGA 
Funeral homE

COMPASSION, 
CARE, RESPECT

Since 1979

000267170r1

Cindy Pennington

Working
to

Build
A

Better
Community.

Together...

We Make A
Difference.

000267165r1

EKG Auto Center takes pride in loyal customer base

Keith Golden, owner of EKG Auto Center in Talla-
dega, has decades of mechanical experience.

“It’s just something I’ve always enjoyed since I was 
a kid,” he said. 

Golden is a native of Anniston and grew up in Ran-
dolph County.  “I moved to Clay County in 1992 and 
worked for an auto shop there for several years before 
I came here.  It was where I got introduced to the busi-
ness.”

He received his certification in auto mechanics from 
Bessemer Technical College.

In 1998, he began working for the former Colonial 
Chevrolet dealership in Talladega.  “I started out there 
as a technician and eventually moved up to manager and 
lead mechanic.  I got to know a lot of people from the 
community, and it’s there that I developed such a loyal 
customer base. I worked there until the owners decided 
to sell it.”

Golden said it was then that he decided to branch out 
on his own.

“I had to have surgery on my arm in 2017, which put 
me out of work for about six to eight months.  I knew I 
wanted to do something on my own, but it took a little 
while to get going.”

EKG Auto Center opened in July of 2018 at the for-
mer site of T.M. Cars, off Alabama Highway 21 in Tal-
ladega. 

“I actually got the idea of the name for the business 
while having an EKG done,” Golden said. “It’s also my 
initials, so I knew the name was meant to be.”

The chance to relocate came after his business’ offi-
cially opened.

“I was approached by the McSweeney team because 
they were needing someone to service their customers. 
We agreed to move across the street to a bigger location 
and now rent the space from McSweeney.  Although we 
aren’t officially associated with them, they have been 
great to work with.”

Golden said he is enjoying the larger space at 35500 
Highway 21.

“We went from having a three-bay, one-lift shop to 
being in a space that has 25 bays and 17 lifts. To me, it’s 
like being a kid in a candy store.”

Golden said he and his team of mechanics can assess 
and/or repair “just about everything except bodywork 

and paint.  We do everything from engine and transmis-
sion repair to oil changes to tire rotations and more. We 
each have our own strengths, but I oversee the entire 
process. I take pride in making sure we figure out the 
exact problem and it’s repaired correctly.  I’m not going 
to send someone back with their vehicle if I feel it is 
unsafe for them to drive. It can be a tedious process at 
times, but it’s necessary.”

Golden said he enjoys working on vehicle’s comput-
ers and electric systems the most. “It’s something I feel 
like is definitely one of my strengths.”

EKG’s hours are 8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays.  Appoint-
ments can be made in person, by calling 256-368-3496 
or via the EKG Facebook page.

Golden and his wife Trish share a love for the Talla-
dega community.

“We love to give back,” Trish said. “We are always 
trying to find ways to do something for the community. 
We try to donate to the Blessings Box on a regular basis 
and look forward to doing more. Opportunities such as 
sponsoring events are something we haven’t been ap-
proached about much, but we are always looking for 
ways to help.”

Keith added, “We are planning on joining the cham-
ber and hope to be even more involved in the communi-
ty in the future. We just want to thank everyone who has 

remained loyal to us after all these years, and we look 
forward to helping new customers in the future.”

By LACI BRASWELL
Home staff writer

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
“We do everything from engine and transmission repair to oil changes to tire roations and more,” owner Keith Golden says of EKG Auto Center in 
Talladega.
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255 South Street West, Talladega, AL 35160
256-362-8186
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Join us for the 
2019 Christmas on the Square.

Now, more than ever, TALLADEGA is a 
great place to be.

City council members Dr. Horace Patterson, 
Jarvis Elston, David Street, Ricky Simpson 
and Gerald Cooper, Mayor Jerry Cooper and 
City Manager Beth Cheeks are dedicated 
and passionate about making Talladega the 
best it can be by improving the quality of 
life for every citizen.

Highlights for 2018:

• Georgia Pacific has begun production 
providing over one hundred new jobs.
• Revitalization of the Downtown 
Courthouse Square has started with new 
businesses and renovation of several historic 
buildings.  Plus, the start of a state funded 
revamping of the sidewalks on the Square to 
make the district ADA compliant and even 
more pedestrian friendly.
• The third annual Christmas on the Square 
celebration brought in visitors and gave our 
citizens a local destination filled with FREE 
children’s activities.  The Courthouse Square 
was a dazzling show place decorated for the 
season.
• There is new construction and 
improvements, private and public, 
happening throughout the City.  Talladega is 
growing and prospering.
• There is always something to do here in 
Talladega, from concerts and festivals, to 
movies in the park, pickleball, swimming, 
dominoes, card games and archery at the 
Recreation Centers, programs at the public 
library, youth sports leagues.  Talladega is 
simply a fun place to be.

TALLADEGA Proud
TALLADEGA Beautiful
TALLADEGA at every turn

Talladega
commerce officials 
expect good things 

in 2019

File photo
Jason Daves serves as executive director of the Greater Talladega and Lincoln Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

It has been an eventful year in Talladega, 
businesswise, and the prospects for the year to 
come are just as bright, according to Greater Tal-
ladega and Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Jason Daves.

“Looking back, of course, the big develop-
ment was the announcement that Georgia-Pacific 
was reopening, but there are a lot of other things, 
too,” Daves said. “Talladega College has started 
working on three new buildings (one of which 
is already complete), you’ve got the (Talladega 
Superspeedway) infield projects going on, and 
you’ve got all the work (Talladega native and en-
trepreneur) Kevin Smith is doing with his build-
ings around the square. It was a really good year 
for growth in the region.”

One of the key factors in this year and next 
year’s business growth will be collaboration and 
partnership, Daves said. “That’s going to be an 
area of focus for the chamber, too, building more 
partnerships between businesses. We’ve already 
seen what GP is willing to do in the community, 
and we’re seeing collaborations between Ala-
bama Institutes for the Deaf and Blind and First 
Bank of Alabama. Back in March, First Bank 
hired a deaf student for the purpose of commu-
nicating, signing with deaf customers, while at 
the same time helping deaf students get into the 
work force. I expect we’ll see more like that. And 
AIDB is also partnering with the Presbyterian 
Home and Talladega College on some upcom-
ing projects. AIDB and Shocco Springs Baptist 
Conference Center helped house college students 
while the new dorm was being built, which is not 
really a business partnership but is an example 
of people helping each other out. We saw a lot of 
unity in the region, which isn’t always something 
we’ve seen in the past.”

Businesses such as Brandon Tate State Farm 
in Lincoln are also working in partnership with 
AIDB, he added.

Another focus will be tourism, including the 
TOP Trails Off Road Vehicle park in Tallade-
ga, the Civilian Marksmanship Program and, of 
course, the track.

“TOP Trails really blew the roof off last year, 
and that will only get bigger,” Daves said. “(Park 
manager) Wes Pope and that board have really 
done an outstanding job. Now you’re starting to 
see more RVs at area motels, and the CMP draws 
from a similar market. The track has always had 
a huge economic impact, and I’m only expecting 
that to increase. Ticket sales will be up substan-
tially, I bet, and I think some of that will be from 
people that may not have been to a race in five or 
10 years that want to see the changes.”

April in Talladega will continue to draw out 
of town visitors, and the Ritz, which has un-
dergone major renovations over the last several 
years, will also continue to be a draw. “I really 
do believe that’s one of the best kept secrets in 
Alabama,” Daves said.

Honda is in the midst of a major expansion 
that started last year and should be complete in 
2021, and the Talladega County Industrial Devel-
opment Authority has already found an occupant 
for one spec building in Lincoln and is building 
another.

“That shows real foresight and vision on be-
half of both the EDA and the cities,” Daves said. 
“If you build it, they will come.”

By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

EKG Auto Center takes pride in loyal customer base
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Teaming up to 
Promote Economic Growth 

Since 1909

For more information, visit our website www.talladegachamber.com

256-362-9075

Representing • Talladega • Lincoln • Munford • Eastaboga • Alpine

Chamber Corporate Partners

Your Business Is Our Business

Working together to make the Greater Talladega area a better place to live and do business. 
Join the Chamber today and help your business and community reach it’s full potential.
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Talladega entrepreneur seeks to train 
career-minded workers for success

MedFirst Consulting is expanding 
its support force by reaching out to 
candidates in Talladega and St. Clair 
Counties.

Brian Smith, the consulting com-
pany’s president and CEO is recruit-
ing as many as 200 “career-minded, 
motivated individuals” for a week-
long free training seminar in Elec-
tronic Health Record (EHR) Support.  

“You are a great candidate for this 
training if you are 18 years of age or 
older, you live within an hour’s drive 
from Birmingham, you are interested 
in entering the healthcare IT (HIT) 
industry and you want to earn up to 
$150,000 a year as a healthcare IT 
consultant,” Smith said.

To be considered for the training, 
fill out the online questionnaire at 
www.medfirstconsulting.com.  Bir-
mingham-based MedFirst Consulting 
will provide candidates with more 
details after receiving their question-
naires.

“MedFirst Consulting’s mission is 
to be the premier provider of quali-
fied consultants for HIT projects of 
all sizes across the United States by 
focusing on client satisfaction, being 
committed to excellence and doing 
their part so HIT projects can be com-
pleted on-time and on-budget,” said 
Smith.

A native of Talladega, he has also 
been developing a job training and 
skill development agency aimed at 
helping individuals connect their 
professional abilities to viable job op-
portunities.  “Learning can take place 
anytime, anywhere, and when people 

take the time to invest in themselves 
and others, the world becomes a bet-
ter place,” he said.

In 2018, Smith’s team helped 
more than 2,500 people move for-
ward in their careers, and it hopes to 
help even more during 2019.  

Individuals who are interested in 
entering the HIT industry, receive 
training and skills in other growing 
industries, save money on vacations 
and work trips through a travel agency 
with access to significant discounts, 
resources that will help young adults 
learn how to be successful and cre-
ate their own opportunities or guid-
ance on starting their own businesses 
or growing their current businesses 
are encouraged to visit www.meet-
briansmith.com for more informa-
tion.  Links to Smith’s social media 
accounts, which provide updates and 
announcements, can be found on the 
website.

As a seasoned entrepreneur, Smith 
said his mission is “to continually 
grow his businesses into something 
greater” than himself and use his sto-
ry to inspire others “to work hard and 
remain resilient in the face of adver-
sity.”

Smith’s website describes him as 
a “self-directed learner who started 
with little, but through resourceful-
ness and big-picture thinking now 
owns multiple million-dollar com-
panies.  He always puts the needs of 
his customers first, and as president 
and CEO of MedFirst Consulting, he 
deploys thousands of IT healthcare 
consultants to assist hospital organi-
zations with EHR implementations 
across the country.”

Staff report

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
Entrepreneur Brian Smith is president and CEO of MedFirst Consulting.
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303 East Street South, Talladega
256-362-0033
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Talladega County EDA expects 2019 to be another good economic year

Sydney A. Foster/Alabama Governor’s Office
Gov. Kay Ivey was on hand for the grand opening of Georgia-Pacific’s Talladega operation last year.  The $107 million lumber production facility 
created more than 100 jobs, providing a significant boost to the local economy.

“It was a good year,” Talladega County 
Economic Development Authority Executive 
Director Calvin Miller said of 2018. 

“Lohr purchased the 100,000-square foot 
speculative building near the interstate in Lin-
coln, and they will have 150 employees when 
that is fully occupied. They manufacture car 
haulers.”

Georgia-Pacific returned to Talladega last 
year, investing $107 million to completely 
overhaul the facility and employing more than 
110 people, Miller added.

Alabama Special Projects in Munford in-
vested $2 million in new equipment and cre-
ated 11 new jobs. Honda will be completing a 
$94 million expansion project in June, mostly 
improving logistics, although there is no offi-
cial word on if this will create any additional 
jobs. Honda also debuted the new Passport this 
year, the first vehicle to be both designed and 
completely manufactured in Alabama.

Talladega Pattern and Aluminum recent-
ly announced a $3.5 million purchase of new 
equipment that will create four to eight new 
jobs, and Fleetwood Metals in Sylacauga re-
cently occupied a speculative building there, 
adding 70 more jobs.

“Nemak has an ongoing $3 million capital 
investment through 2019 that will add 44 new 
jobs, making batteries for BMW electric cars,” 
Miller said. 

And it should be an eventful 2019 as well.
“We are currently working on another 

100,000-square foot spec building in Lin-
coln, adjacent to Lohr, and we are planning a 
60,000-square foot spec building in Sylacauga, 
near the airport.” Those projects are being done 
with financing from the Coosa Valley Electrical 
Cooperative.

And, although it was delayed after the an-
nouncement some time ago, Blue Bell Cream-
eries is planning to go forward with a $7.5 mil-
lion project in March that will result in 18 new 
jobs.

By CHRIS NORWOOD 
Home staff writer

File photo
Calvin Miller is executive director of the Talla-
dega County Economic Development Authori-
ty.
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Come In And Shop 

We’re Local

TALLADEGA OFFICE MACHINES, LLC
30 Spring St. N.

Talladega, AL 35160

256-362-2883
Fax 256-362-6444

Sharp Copiers 
& Fax Machines

Sales and Service

RACHEL HAYNES

CLARK’S 

106 S. Court Square

OF TALLADEGA
•RESIDENTIAL  
•BUSINESS  
•COMMERCIAL
•GARAGE LIABILITY

LOURAINE ROBERTS

INSURANCE CENTER

256-362-3548

Y’all

819 North St. E., Talladega • 256-761-9100
(Between Buddy’s BBQ and King Tire) 

Gift 
Certificates 

See us for all your vehicle accessories
•Brush Guards •Lift Kits •Tool Boxes •Step Bars •Lights

Your Authorized

Diamond
Dealer

Professional 
hand wash & 
detail work 

by Tony Freeman

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Gaither’s Florist

Memory Williams
Floral Designer

704 Battle Street, East ~ Suite D
256-480-0090

            24/7 Emergency # 256-391-7053

www.gaithersflorist.net
Like us on Facebook

Flowers, Plants & Gifts

Art Classes

www.facebook.com/lmoandcompany
205-239-8842 • 122 Court Sq. No.,Talladega

For All Ages!
•Bobcat Loaders 
•Trenchers
•Airless Paint Sprayers
•Air Compressors
•Breaking & Demo Hammers

•Cut-Off & Concrete Saws
•Scaffolding
•Linens - Many Colors
•Canopy Tents
•Tables (All Sizes)

•Skirting
•Chairs
•Chafing Dishes
•Inflatables

206 S. Tinney St., Talladega • 256-362-2433
Mon. - Fri. 7 am - 5 pm • Sat. 8 am - Noon

Center®

Serving ContraCtorS, Do-it-YourSelferS, CatererS, 
Meeting anD PartY PlannerS in the tallaDega region

DEW ELECTRIC

Residential &
Light Commercial

Over 20 Years
of Experience

256-223-13801584 Bullocks Ferry Rd.
Talladega

Off

WAITES TIRE & 
SERVICE CENTER

SERVICES:
•Oil Changes •Complete Brake Service  

•Tune-ups  •A/C Service •Shocks & Struts 
•Computer Analysis •Laser Alignments

Your One Stop Shop!

310 Battle St. 
Talladega

256-362-6632

ANY TIRES, 
ANY SIZES, 
ANY BRANDS....
COMPETITIVE 
PRICES!

 LINCOLN 
Hardware & Supply

77 Magnolia St. South,  Lincoln

205-763-7660
*Lawn & Garden  *Plumbing & Electrical  

*Paint & Supplies
WE RENT EQUIPMENT

Full Line Auto Parts,
Automotive Paint & Supplies

Highway 78 • Lincoln, AL
Auto Parts 205-763-7756

Midway Auto Parts

Midway Commercial 205-763-1442
Jamison or Jeff

Merle Norman Cosmetics &
Designer Corner Boutique

109 Johnson Ave., Talladega • 256-362-3232

Life’s Too Short To
Wear Boring Clothes.

STOREY’S TAX SERVICE

111 Court Street North • Talladega

256-362-5571

Years of valuable experience as an IRS 
registered tax preparer.

Tax preparation, tax planning, bookkeeping, 
and so much more.

YEAR 
ROUND 
SERVICE

For tax preparation you can count on

Serving Talladega Area Since 1970

Men’s Wear 
 On The Square Talladega - 256-362-2631

Store Hours Mon.-Thurs. 9-6; Fri. & Sat. 9-9

Suit Sale
Entire Stock 

$45 to 
$100 Off

Over 1200 
Suits

Cell 256-452-0070
MCSWEENEY AUTOMOTIVE

35500 Hwy. 21 N. • Talladega, AL

I WILL GET YOU THE

LOWEST PRICE
Guaranteed!

ALLEN 
TILLMAN

Cell 256-452-0070
MCSWEENEY AUTOMOTIVE

35500 Hwy. 21 N. • Talladega, AL

I WILL GET YOU THE

LOWEST PRICE
Guaranteed!

ALLEN 
TILLMAN

BILL STANFORD
EAST ALABAMA’S AUTOMOTIVE SUPERMARKET

411 EAST ST. NO. , TALLADEGA  •   256-268-8995

Cindy Pennington

Working to Build A
Better Community.
Together...

We Make A 
Difference.

506 Korreckt Dr., Lincoln
205-763-1905

•Auto Body Experts 
•Insurance Work Welcome

•Free Estimates

 Owner
Scott Ramsey

S&Rhop
PAINT &

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Brandon Tate Agent
TateFarm.net
45277 US Highway 78
Lincoln, AL 35096
205.763.7023
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9 am - 5 pm

AL1374

Come see us and get a free American flag coozie!

256-362-2735

JOHNNY’S
PLUMBING

Residential, Commercial 
& Sewer Cleaning

Johnny McKinnon

Columbus Finance

All Loans Subject To Our Liberal Lending Policy.

“We Love To Say Yes”
Denise Watts, Manager

Marble City Plaza, Sylacauga
256-249-0305

Margaret Williamson, Manager
122 East Battle St., Talladega

256-362-3600

RANGING FROM
$500 to $5000

WE OFFER SMALL LOANS
WE PAY UP TO A

$50.00 
Referral Fee

WE ALSO DO TAXES!

Financing Available W.A.C.
Warranty Available on All Vehicles

BILL STANFORD
East Alabama’s Automotive Supermarket

411 East Street North
(Old Colonial Motors Building)

Talladega 256-268-8995

Quality
Pre-Owned Vehicles

Bill Stanford

101 Haynes Street, Talladega (next to Buddy’s BBQ)

        256-268-8877

77 AUTO LLC.
    A down payment and your license 
    will get you in a vehicle.
Stop by today and let us put you on the road! 

GREAT DEALS ON PRE-OWNED!

Dee Hindman’s Wrecker Service

66866 Hwy. 77, Talladega        256-362-0705

•Jump Start, Tire Change, Lockout
•Heavy Duty Recovery •Fuel Delivery
•Londoll Service •Loadshifts 
•Load Transfers •Loading Dock Available 
•24 Hour Service

Fully Insured

Big or 
Small - 
We Tow 
It ALL!

000267358R1
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