
The Daily Home  MY HOMETOWN   Weekend Edition, July 22-23, 2023 Page 1E

July 2023July 2023
Special Supplement to Special Supplement to 

The Daily HomeThe Daily Home

My
Hometown

My
Hometown



Page 2E Weekend Edition, July 22-23, 2023  MY HOMETOWN The Daily Home

Our team is committed to providing you with high quality personalized 
medical care. Being technologically advanced, you will receive the best 
care available along with a 1-on-1 relationship with your doctor. Our 
physicians treat the entire patient rather than a specific problem. In 

addition to our physicians, we have a highly trained and courteous staff 
who are ready and willing to assist you in any way possible. We look 

forward to providing for your medical needs, now and into the future.

Dr. Barry
Collins

Dr. Rick
Jotani

Dr. Ilinca
Prisacara

205-884-9000

41 EminenceWay, Suite A
Pell City, AL

Extended Hours Clinic for Acute Care:  
Monday - Thursday 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

No appointment necessary.

•Primary Care 
•Family Wellness 
•Women’s Health

•Sports Medicine
•Pediatric Care
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St. Clair
County

CommiSSionerS

MEMBERS
(From left to right)

Bob Mize
District 4 Commissioner

Tommy Bowers
District 3 Commissioner

Stan Batemon
Commission Chairman

Ricky Parker
District 2 Commissioner

Jeff Brown
District 1 Commissioner
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When I started by first 
newspaper job (more years 

ago than 
I care to 
remem-
ber), one 
of my 
assign-
ments was 
to compile 
informa-
tion for a 
weekly fea-
ture called 
From Our 
Early Files.

I’d 
spend a couple of hours 
with the bound volumes 
of newspapers past, going 
back to the 1930s or 40s 
and selecting four or five 
news items to summarize. 
They often included reports 
about servicemen home on 
leave from World War II (or 
leaving home for it), how 
great a time everyone had 
at the community ice cream 
social, the latest movies 
that were showing at the old 
Tooga Theatre, and what 
prices were at the corner 
grocery. 

I looked forward to my 
time with the archives each 
week, and I missed it when 
I eventually moved on to 
other assignments and 
From Our Early Files was 
discontinued altogether. 
Such features used to be 
popular in community 
newspapers but have since 
fallen out of fashion as the 
demographic of newspaper 
readership changed. Which 
is kind of a shame, because 
they were a glimpse (albeit a 
small one) into a communi-
ty’s history. I know I learned 
a lot about my hometown 
during those happy hours 
spent leafing through those 
crumbling foxed pages.

So, for this year’s My 
Hometown, I thought it 
might be fun to bring From 
Our Early Files out of moth-
balls and present a Daily 
Home version from July of 
1973, 50 years ago.

Our hometown newspa-
per looked quite different 
back then, and its pages 
were filled with weekly fea-
tures that, not unlike From 
Our Early Files, have been 
lost to history.  Features 
such as Better English, 
Modern Etiquette, and 
Beauty at Home (one entry 
of which described “a good 
bust-developing exercise” 
and explained how to turn 
fruit juice concentrate cans 
into an “extra big” hair 
rollers set. Other regular 
columns were Eastaboga 
News, Childersburg Per-
sonals, Bemiston News, and 
weekly lists of admissions 

and discharges at Sylacauga 
Hospital. 

Following are some 
of the top local headlines 
during that month:

• Avondale Mills Present 
Predicts Textiles’ Comeback

• Man Arrested For 
Allegedly Threatening 
Childersburg’s Mayor

• Property Owners Pro-
test Annexation at Lincoln

• Pork Shortage, Higher 
Prices Felt in Talladega, 
Sylacauga

• County Jail Being 
Vacated While Remodeling 
Goes On

• Draft Beer Sales Legal 
In St. Clair

• Lightning Damages 
Speedway Boulevard

• Goodwater Gets a Med-
ical Doctor

• Mobile Home Dispute 
Disrupts Council Meeting

• Three Newborns To 
Same Sylacauga Couple

• Talladega Gets Funds 
To Equip New High School

• Man Charged With 
Stealing Corn

• 36 Brood Cows Found 
Dead Near Choccolocco 
Creek

• Cattle Deaths Still Mys-
tery (two days later)

• Death of Cattle Blamed 
On Poison (later that week)

The cattle killer appar-
ently got away with it, as I 
could find no report about 
his capture. 

Alongside the local news 
50 years ago was a host of 
national news items that 
included reports about 
Sen. Ten Kennedy’s visit to 

Alabama to support George 
Wallace, the death of actress 
and World War II-era pin-up 
girl Betty Grable, and Billie 
Jean King’s tennis triumphs 
at Wimbledon. 

Following are some more 
intriguing national head-
lines reporting the current 
events of a half-century ago:

•  Politician Seeks ‘Hon-
est Employment’ (“A liberal 
Democrat who now makes 
$23,000 a year as a New York 
State assemblyman inserted 
an ad in the New York Times 
Sunday asking for ‘honest 
employment,’ saying he’s 
‘fed up’ with politics.”)

• Nixon Refuses to Pro-
duce Subpoenaed Tele-
phone Tapes

• Watergate Committee 
Member Says Nixon Should 
Cooperate In Probe

• Who’s A Liar? (Sen. 
Daniel K. Inouye of Hawaii 
apparently didn’t believe 
John Ehrlichman’s testi-

mony during the Watergate 
hearings)

• 93-Year-Old Californian 
Believes in Complaining 
(he’d been arrested 235 
times for protesting at the 
State Capitol)

• FBI Agents Kill Man In 
Case of Mistaken Identity

• Slayings Blamed On 
Roaming ‘Freak’ (about a 
serial killer in San Francis-

co)
• Sinatra’s Yacht 

Destroyed By Fire
Returning to the pres-

ent, though, we here at 
The Daily Home hope you 
enjoy this year’s edition 

of My Hometown. It is our 
privilege to present it to you, 
and, as always, we encour-
age you to support the 
advertisers who have made 
it possible for us to do so. 
Happy reading.

Nostalgia in the hometown news

From the July, 1973 
pages of The Daily Home
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doggroomer@petlover.com
(205) 884-7387

1607 Martin St. S. Suite 1  |  Pell City, AL

Daycare, Grooming & BoardingDaycare, Grooming & Boarding

For Pretty 
Pups and 

Handsome 
Hounds!

FOOD 
BARN

43 Providence Rd.  |  Ragland, AL

 (205) 472-2178
Everything You Need From 

Down on the Farm and 
It Won’t Cost You 
a Leg OR An Arm.

Check Us Out On Facebook

jamesadenney10@gmail.com
1607 Martin St. S., Suite 1, Pell City, AL

Jewelry & Clock Repair
Jewelry Repair:

Stone Setting & Ring Maintenance
Clock Repair: Restoration & Maintenance

Watch Repair & MaintenanceWatch Repair & Maintenance
By Appointment Only

205-352-5423

2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd., Vincent, AL 35178

205-525-0131
Hours: Monday-Friday 8 AM - 5 PM

       Saturday 8  AM - 12  PM

We Sell 
New & Preowned 

Golf Carts

New Luxury Mattresses up to 70% OFF

8105 Parkway Drive, Leeds, AL
205-597-4994

overstockmattress280@gmail.com
overstockmattress280.com

Carey Crowder
President Downtown Leeds

Sweet Deals,
Sweet DreamsSweet Dreams

Z
ZZ Z Z BAIN & COMPANY, PC

Greg Bain, Certified Public Accountant

1609 Cogswell Ave., Pell City 
205-884-2332  

Call Us For:Call Us For:
• Bookkeeping • Bookkeeping 

• Tax Preparation & Filing • Tax Preparation & Filing 
• Accounting Assistance• Accounting Assistance

Taxes Are Hard,Taxes Are Hard,
But We Can Help!But We Can Help!

SpringvilleSpringville
Small Engine Service
205-467-0373

Stacy Shoop Owner

5270 US Hwy. 11 
Springville

MurrayMurray’’ss
Garage, Inc.

1600 9th Street | Leeds, AL 35094
205-699-6651205-699-6651 

Garage, Inc.Garage, Inc.

Air Cushion 
Recovery

Wheel Lifts - 
Light & Heavy 

Duty 
Wreckers

Complete Complete 
Auto., Auto., 

Truck &Truck &
Body RepairBody Repair

24 Hour Towing

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Kirakias Shepard has 
made history at Ashville 
High School and achieved a 
long-held dream of his own 
at the same time. He is now 
the first Black head football 
coach the high school has 
ever had, as well as the first-
ever in St. Clair County. 

Since he was four years 
old, he has always been 
a part of a team, Shepard 
said. “I was playing tee-ball 
in the dirt and running 
around with a glove bigger 
than I was. Then by age 9, I 
fell in love with football and 
played inside linebacker 
and running back 
throughout high school.” 

He decided not to 
pursue athletics in college.

“When I graduated from 
high school, I went to UAB 
to study medicine and 
thought I was done with 
sports,” the coach said. “But 
in 2011, I was asked to be 
a volunteer coach at Pell 
City. I agreed, and I loved 
it so much that it made 
me change my course of 
study from medicine to 
education and coaching.”

Shepard has never 
before served as a head 
coach, not because he 
didn’t want it, but because 
“I kept being told that I 
didn’t already have head 
coaching experience. But 
you have a be a head coach 
before you can have head 
coaching experience, so I 
continued to try.”

Ashville High’s new 
principal, LeAnn Ford, 
was a day into her new 
role when she began the 
process of selecting a new 
head football coach. She 
describes it as “initially 
overwhelming,” but after a 
long day of interviews, the 
panel of seven narrowed 
down the candidates to 
about six to select from.   

“Coach Shepard took 
command of the room and 
was confident, and that 
stood out to me,” Ford said. 
“The way he’s going to hold 
kids accountable on the 
field and in the classroom 
is something we definitely 
need. I also think that he 
will be a good support 
for the teachers, as its 
important to work together 
in order to get the best 

results in the classrooms 
and on the field.” 

Shepard said he got the 
call from Ford relatively 
quickly after his interview, 
which prompted him to 
think that it was a call to say 
that Ashville had decided 
to go in another direction 
with someone else.

“When Ford called, she 
asked how I would feel 
about being an Ashville 
Bulldog. It was a very 
surreal moment when 
she told me I got the job. 
I had been praying for 
this. I was filled with so 
many emotions to finally 
get the chance to lead the 
program and live in the 
reality of what I had been 
dreaming of. I told her in 
my interview that this is 
something I have waited for 
for a long time.” 

Given the Bulldogs’ 
record in recent seasons, 
the coach says he and his 
staff have to “hit the ground 
running. Offensively, I want 
to spike kids’ imagination 
and find ways to get them 
excited. Defensively, I want 
them to play tough with 
effort and energy. We lost a 
lot of our seniors last year. 
We had a meet-and-greet 
already, and the turnout 
was big. I believe the key 
to more wins and better 
outcomes is working to 
build the program from the 
ground up.” 

Shepard says that what 
he most looks forward to 
is “seeing the kids have 
success on the field. I love 
the competitive aspect 
of football, but I love the 
togetherness most. It is 
important to me to instill in 
these players that respect 
for the person beside 
them and building those 
relationships that can last a 
lifetime. I have friendships I 
made when I played sports 
that I still have until this 
very day. It’s a brotherhood 
and I pride myself on 
building these young men.”

Winning, he continued, 
is not what all the game 
is all about. “When it’s all 
said and done, nobody 
will remember how many 
games we won but the 
impact that was made on 
their lives. Yes, I want us 
to win, but I also want to 
help build and mold these 
young people.” 

Ashville High School has 
a new, history-making 

head football coach

“Coach Shepard 
took command 
of the room”

DailyHome.com
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NOW SELLING
 PROPANE

For All Your In-Date Propane Needs

39925 US Hwy. 280, Sylacauga, Alabama

256-249-2527

Oak Grove Feed and Tack

OGF
Bringing the Feed Store to You!

256-249-2527
Oak Grove Feed and Tack

WE DELIVER!
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Our Family Serving Your Family
As We Would Be Served 

Since 1927.

www.usreyfuneralhome.com

Mike Perry
516 North Street E.  

Talladega | 256-362-2344

PRE-ARRANGEMENT PLANNING AVAILABLE

Usrey Funeral Home in Pell City

Steve Perry
21271 Highway 231 N.  

Pell City | 205-338-0303

Usrey Funeral Home in Talladega

Usrey
FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

000290551r1

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Talladega College has 
been a pillar in the com-
munity for more than 100 
years, fulfilling the faith-
based mission that began 
with founders William Sav-
ery and Thomas Tarrant, 
both former slaves.

“It is an absolute joy and 
honor to serve as the 21st 
president of Talladega Col-
lege,” Dr. Gregory Vincent 
said. “We have the best ori-
gin story. During my time 
here, I want to continue to 
follow in the footsteps of 
that faith-based mission 
and work to faithfully fulfill 
the sacred mission accred-
ited by our founders,” said 
Dr. Gregory Vincent.

As the oldest private 
historically Black college 
in Alabama, the institution 
offers the opportunity of 
earning an education that 
is affordable through 17 
degree programs. It also 
offers 20 athletic programs, 
12 intercollegiate teams, 
and an elaborate campus 
that has undergone renova-
tions and upgrades.

The year is only half 
over, and the following are 
just some of the highlights 
that the college has already 
achieved.

At the end of 2022, Tal-
ladega College’s Marching 
Tornadoes accepted an 
invitation to participate 
in the 2024 London New 
Year’s Day Parade. Since 
being established in 2012, 
the band has made quite 
a name for itself, and this 
opportunity will be its 
first-ever overseas perfor-
mance. 

In January, the esteemed 
institution partnered with 
Brown Girls Do Gymnas-
tics to launch the nation’s 
second HBCU women’s 
gymnastics team and hired 
former SEC champion 
Aja Sims-Fletcher as head 
women’s gymnastics coach. 

During February, the 
college was awarded 
more than $2.9 million 
to establish a broadband 
network for the benefit of 
the campus and the com-
munity. The network helps 
to provide the campus 
extensive internet services 
that extend into the city and 
county of Talladega. 

Sports continues to 
expand  as Talladega joins 
six Division II schools in the 
Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference in 
offering a men’s volleyball 
team. This new program is 
said to broaden access to a 
sport that is viewed primar-
ily for women. As many as 
20 males are looking to be 
recruited in the 2023-2024 
academic year. 

In continuation to 
expand opportunities for 
female athletes to compete, 
Talladega launched a wom-
en’s acrobatics and tum-
bling program in March. 
Recruitment is ongoing, 
and competition is expect-
ed to begin next spring.

In April, under the lead-
ership of Tamira Rounds, 
assistant director of 
intercollegiate academics 
programs and recruiting, 
intercollegiate academ-

ics resumes a new-found 
dominance. Rounds has 
the intent to develop and 
implement new competi-
tive programs that include 
the Honda Campus All-
Star Challenge, Model 
United Nations, speech 
and debate, chess, esports, 
cybersecurity leagues, 
HBCU Battle of the Brains, 
and more.

In May, Talladega Col-
lege celebrated its largest 
graduating class ever at 

its 148th commencement. 
Within the graduating class 
were 41 graduate students 
and 10 Talladega College 
staff members. The keynote 
speaker for the graduation 
was speaker Nikki Finney, 
a renowned poet and Talla-
dega alumna. 

Before the spring 
semester came to an end, 

May ended on a high note 
with the college signing 
an agreement with Grand 
Valley State University 
in Michigan. The agree-
ment provides qualified 
education graduates the 
chance to earn postgradu-
ate degrees in curriculum, 
education, instruction, 
instructional technology 

and school counseling at 
GVSU. 

Renovations are ongo-
ing to five research and 
laboratory spaces in Silsby 
Hall that are expected to 
be completed by summer’s 
end, and several STEM stu-
dents have been selected 
for summer internships at 
UAB. 

Talladega College continues to expand programs, sports and its campus

Submitted photo

Talladega College’s Great Tornado Band has accept-
ed an invitation to perform in London, England.

Submitted photo

Renovation of one of five science labs at Talladega College will be complete 
this summer.

Submitted photo

Dr. Gregory J. Vincent assumed the role of president of Talladega College last 
year.

Submitted photo

A scene from Talladega College’s 2023 commencement ceremonies
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115 Court Square North  
Talladega, AL 35160
256-315-0000

Summer 2023Summer 2023

Any transfer of a 2023 Drawdown ticket/number by private sale or public auction, the 
House will get 10% of the amount paid for the ticket.  In the event final ticket holders in 
the Drawdown elect to share the prize money, then 10% will be withheld by the House.

$100 Ticket Donation Admits Two (2)
All you can eat fresh Gulf Shrimp, Summer Buffet, 

Homemade Desserts.  Very summer casual.

Two complimentary beer/wine/mixed drinks per ticket.  Non-alcoholic beverages and 
non-seafood options available.  Only 300 tickets sold for this charity event benefiting 

the Arts Education programs of the Historic Ritz Theatre, a non profit organization: 
EIN 63-091887. Do not have to be present to win.

Sylacauga 
& Summit 
Pediatrics

www.sylacaugapediatrics.com

(Front L-R) Savannah Turman  CRNP, Dr. Darlene Mathis, CRNP, 
Dr. Rekha Chadalawada, MD, Brittany McCullough, CRNP, 

Emily Johnson, CRNP, (Back L-R), Dr. Bret Surles, MD, 
Dr. Sriharsha Rallapalle, MD & Dr. David Hardy, MD

"We Treat Every Child As Our Own"

Our practice is working together to 
build life-long relationships between our 

staff and our patients by consistently 
providing our patients with compassion, 

excellence and value.

Sylacauga Pediatric ClinicSylacauga Pediatric Clinic

Summit Pediatrics on ValleydaleSummit Pediatrics on Valleydale

115 West Clay St., Sylacauga, AL
(256) 245-3267 or (256) 245-3269

134 Foothills Parkway, Chelsea, AL 
(205) 678-0861

1200 Providence Park, Suite 100, Birmingham, AL 
(205) 637-0044

Summit Pediatrics in ChelseaSummit Pediatrics in Chelsea
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Sylacauga 
& Summit 
Sylacauga 
& Summit 
Sylacauga 

Pediatrics
"We Treat Every Child As Our Own"

Our practice is working together to 
build life-long relationships between our 

staff and our patients by consistently 
providing our patients with compassion, 

excellence and value.

Curtis & SonCurtis & Son
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

256-245-4361256-245-4361
1315 Talladega Highway • Sylacauga
1099 1st Street NW • Childersburg

Curtis and Son Funeral Home has been 
serving the Sylacauga and Childersburg 

area for more than 43 years.  We 
understand how difficult losing a loved one 
can be, and we truly care about those we 
serve, and make every effort to comfort 
each family who comes to us in need.

Whether your need is immediate or you wish to plan 
in advance, we are committed and available to give 
you the best possible guidance and support. Please 
contact us if you would like more information about 
our services.

Barry Curtis, ManagerBarry Curtis, Manager
& Elder Care Attorney& Elder Care Attorney

www.curtisandsonfh.com

00
02

82
61

2r
1

For the latest in local news, 
visit www.DailyHome.com

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Smith Tomato is a fami-
ly-owned business that has 
provided fresh-grown pro-
duce to the town of Steele 
and across the country 
for 35 years. The business 
began with the late parents 
of current owners Kista 
Lowe, Chad Smith, and 
Phillip Smith. The three 
siblings carry on the family 
tradition and hope that 
they are making their par-
ents proud. 

The farm specializes 
in vine-ripe tomatoes but 
also offers cherry tomatoes, 
blueberries, bell peppers, 
peppers, cabbage, onions, 
squash, jams, jellies, and 
more to the public and 
distributors. According to 
Lowe, they plant between 
100 to 120 acres of tomatoes 
a season and pick about a 
quarter million of the fruit 
for their 25-pound boxes. 

“There’s more to grow-
ing tomatoes than just put-
ting them in the ground,” 
she said. “I would say in 
fact there is a certain level 
of science to growing them. 
I have had people come 
in and say that they just 
prefer to buy them from 
us because growing them 
themselves is something 
they haven’t figured out 
or do not have much luck 
with. The key to a success-
ful harvest is that you have 
to know what they need. 
Do your research. Some-
times the problem can be 
the need for water, pests, or 
the plant could have some 
bacteria – the possibilities 
are endless. This is why you 
have to know what they 
need in order to see suc-
cess.”

Lowe believes the green 
thumb possessed by his 
family is something that 
was instilled in them as 
children. They grew up 
working on the farm, so it’s 
nothing new or unfamiliar 
for them. Alongside the 
secret that their heart is in 
it and they find it as a good 
way to honor their parents, 
they are also continuing 
the tradition by keeping the 
business family-owned and 
operated.

“Almost everybody that 
works here is family except 
the contractor workers, and 
they have worked here so 

long that they have become 
family. My kids work here, 
Phillip’s kids work here, 
and even our spouses work 
here. I do believe that our 
parents would be proud. 
My dad definitely used to 
love seeing the kids out on 
the farm, and to know that 
we are still continuing that 
means a lot to us.” 

Smith Tomato’s harvest 
season is between July and 
October. They begin put-
ting plants in the ground 
in March and April, and 

the market opens in July. 
In August, the farm hosts 
a “U-pick” that allows the 
public to harvest their own 
tomatoes. The going rate is 
usually $5 for a five-gallon 
bucket. 

“So it is like $1 a gallon,” 
said Lowe, adding that it is 
“truly a great deal that just 
involves doing a little of the 
work yourself, but it’s well 
worth the it, and we usually 
have quite the turnout. We 

It’s all in the family at Smith 
Tomato in St. Clair County

Please see SMITH | Page 11E
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Office Hours: 
8:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday - Friday

www.childersburgutilities.com

Childersburg Childersburg 
Water Works, Sewer Water Works, Sewer 

and Gas Boardand Gas Board

117 6th Ave. S.W., Childersburg, AL 35044
Office: 256-378-6063    •    Fax: 256-378-6825

000305356r124 Hour Emergency Service: 256-761-1556

Serving our Customers with a New Facility Offering Drive-Through,
Drop Box and On-Line Payment Options

     Immediate Service on all Your Water, Sewer, and Gas Needs

BIG CANOE CREEK NATURE PRESERVE
            SPRINGVILLE, ALABAMA

City of
Springville

CITY HALL HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 am – 4:30 pm

Friday: 7:30 am – 1:00 pm

160 Walker Drive, Springville, AL 35146
Phone (205) 467-6133

CITY CLERK
Phone: (205) 467-6134
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Our community appreciates the County 
Commission and their road crews, 

Norris Paving and Schoel Engineering 
for all the progress being made on the 

entrance road construction

The Bridges 
of Talladega 

County

“Sometimes, if you stand on the bottom rail of a bridge and lean 
over to watch the river slipping slowly away beneath you, you will 

suddenly know everything there is to be known.” ~ A. A. Milne

Photos by Bob Crisp and Tucker Webb/Daily Home
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CHILDERSBURG TRUCK SERVICE, INC.
& CHILDERSBURG NAPA AUTO PARTS

33790 US HWY 280 East     P.O. DRAWER T     CHILDERSBURG, AL  35044

WWW.CHILDERSBURG-TRUCK.COM

Dump Bodies  |  Lift Axles  |  Small Engine Parts
Heavy Duty Truck Parts & Tools

CTS PHONE: 256-378-3101
NAPA PHONE: 256-378-3011
AR/AP FAX: 256-378-5660

SERVICE FAX: 256-378-0346
GEN MGR: ROGER JUSTICE
OFFICE MGR: VANDA WALLACE

000305357r1

ChildrensAL•org

In the little moments and major milestones of 

childhood, we are here for our patients and their 

families – helping, healing, teaching and discovering. 

Brand_HERE_BabyHand_Daily-Home-Newspaper_4.88x10.5-PROD.indd   1Brand_HERE_BabyHand_Daily-Home-Newspaper_4.88x10.5-PROD.indd   1 6/27/23   4:05 PM6/27/23   4:05 PM
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We ask a lot of bridges. 
Every day, we walk, bike, 
and drive across them, 
trusting them with our lives 

without 
a second 
thought. 

While 
I don’t 
know 
who con-
structed 
the first 
bridge in 
history, 
I’m fairly 
certain 
a near-
by log 

and good balance were 
involved. But the first real 
evidence of bridge-building 
technology can be traced 
back to Babylonian society 
in 4000 BC. A single brick 
arch a little over 700 feet 
wide spanned the river that 
flowed through the center 
of the ancient city. 

These remarkable mar-
vels of human ingenuity not 
only span rivers and gorges 
but also vast expanses of 
time, connecting civiliza-
tions and helping to shape 
the course of history. Bridg-
es in all parts of the world 
have witnessed the footfalls 
of armies, the migration of 
peoples, and the plodding 
progress of trade. 

But it’s not enough that 
we ask bridges to carry 
our physical weight safe-
ly across a treacherous 
expanse. We ask them to 
carry our emotional weight 
too. We’ve made bridges 
our time-worn idiom of 
choice for every aspect of 
the human experience. 

We bridge the gap 
between strangers with 
warm smiles, extending 
olive branches to build 
bridges of friendship. Or, 
for better or worse, we burn 
bridges behind us, leaving 
a fiery wake but no way to 
reach us. Sometimes we 
realize that a situation is 
out of our control, that it’s 
a bridge too far; or, maybe 
we’re just not prepared to 
face that problem yet, so we 
wait and cross that bridge 
when we come to it. Occa-
sionally, we learn to take 
the high road, forgiving one 
another of past wrongs, 
realizing that it’s all water 
under the bridge.

We ask a lot of bridges. 
These physical symbols of 
our inventiveness, strength, 
and perseverance serve as 
more than a mere means 
to safely cross. Maybe they 
hold the answers to all of 
life’s problems. 

But, hey, if you believe 
that, then I have a bridge to 
sell you. 

Susan
Cook

The 
Bridges of 
Talladega 
County

DailyHome.com

Photos by Bob Crisp and Tucker Webb/Daily Home
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Welcomes You
The City of Moody is dedicated to the economic 
development and growth of our businesses and 
community. We are committed to work together 
for continued progress and success. Come be a 
part of the excitement as we pursue our future 
together!

                       Joe Lee
                                                            Mayor of Moody

CITY CITY OFOF MOODY MOODY

670 Park Avenue | Moody, AL 35004 
(205) 640-5121

000302368r1

The Bridges 
of Talladega 

County

Photos by Bob Crisp and Tucker Webb/Daily Home
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Early Learning

Child Care, 
Development       
&

Gigi Scholars Academy
“Where we grow together by God’s grace and love”

Hours
5:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
256-346-3450

700 3rd Street S.W. | Childersburg, AL 35044

Ages 6 weeks – 12 years
Before & After School Care

State Licensed

Child Care Subsidies 
Available 

Upon Approval

000305320r1 

Precious AngelsPrecious Angels
CHILD CARE SERVICE

124 Debbie Street
(Brecon)

Talladega
256-315-2757

Owner: Latonya Wilson

Ages: 
6 weeks - 3 years

State 
Licensed

Irene 
Bryant, 
Owner

6 weeks old to 13 years old

256.369.1712 or 256.369.1713520 West 9th St.
Sylacauga

Monday - Friday  6AM - 5PM

Day Care & Pre-K | 6 Weeks to K-5
ABEKA Program.

We Provide Breakfast, Lunch & Snacks.
Center is an equal opportunity provider.

Angela
Pearson,
Owner

225 South Davis Ave. • 256-245-3107

Grana’sEliteCare
Day Care and Kindergarten

• High Quality Care 
• Qualified Personnel
•CPR and First Aid Trained

New 
Owner/Director
Lisa Robertson

Child Care For 3 Weeks to
4 Year Olds  & After School. 

Call To Register.

35161 US Hwy. 280 • Sylacauga, AL                  256-346-3101
More Than Just A Daycare

Where Children Come First!

The Bridges of 
Talladega County

Photos by Bob Crisp and Tucker Webb/Daily Home
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256-237-5821 or 1-800-321-4414

401 South Noble St. • Anniston, AL
Free Estimates - Easy Terms - Since 1950

Eugene L. Evans Mfg. Co., Inc.

www.awningsbyevans.com

Let us turn your existing porch into 
a sunroom or screen room. Visit our 
website for more ideas.

ENJOY LIFE
Under a Sunroom or Screen Room

DON’T FALL
Keep Your Balance Going Up and Down Steps

ORNAMENTAL IRON HANDRAILS
Over 10 Styles To Choose From

STAY DRY
Under a Patio Cover or Canvas Awning
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u a
Website: http://www.omya-na.com

2071 Sylacauga-Fayetteville Hwy.   |  Sylacauga AL 35151

Phone: +1 256 245 1777  |  Fax: +1 256 245 0606

Omya Inc. is pleased to have been a part of the
Sylacauga and surrounding communities since 1992. 

®

Omya has an unwavering commitment to quality and total 
customer satisfaction through leadership in manufacturing 

technology, product innovation, application expertise, 
incomparable service, and an exceptional understanding of 

our customers’ needs. We pride ourselves on continuous direct 
customer communications to understand their changing needs 

for new product development and logistical support.
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BY SHERRY KUGHN
Special to The Daily Home

 MeMaw, Grammy, 
Gran-Gran, and Mommy 
celebrated family together 
this Mother’s Day.

Mary Frances Stephens 
is MeMaw, the great-great-
grandmother of the five 
youngest members of her 
family. She is 94 years old 
and proud of all her family 
members, including the 
subsequent generations of 
females starting with her 
daughter, Linda “Grammy” 
Galbreath, 73.

“I never thought from 
one daughter I’d have all 
this,” said Stephens as she 
swept her hands outward 
toward those who sat 
around her. She also has a 
son, Scott, who is 62 years 
old. Stephens has a grand-
son named Houston, 16, 
son of Scott and his wife 
Sherry.

All of Stephens’ family 
members live in Munford. 
Besides her and Galbreath 
in the five generational 
line, there are Andi “Gran-
Gran” Johnston, 53; Jerica 
“Mommy” Pressley, 32; and 
the two little ones, Caroline, 
8, and Carter June, who is 
one-and-a-half years old.

Each of the women has 
worked or currently works 
at jobs in addition to home-
making.

Stephens was a seam-
stress at Palm Beach, a 
Talladega manufacturing 
company that once made 
men’s suits. She sewed 
waistbands on pants. After 
work each day, she would 
come home to her hus-
band, Dink, who died 17 
years ago. They raised their 
two children and gardened. 
Stephens canned and froze 
foods and cooked for her 
family.

Currently, she cooks and 
enjoys riding in the family’s 
golf cart and sitting in her 
recliner.

Galbreath, who is mar-
ried to James or “Pop,” 
worked at International 
Enterprises in Tallade-
ga, which makes wiring 
systems for military air-
planes. Next, she went to 
Honeywell, located then 
in Oxford. The company 
makes parts for repairing 
commercial airplanes. 
At home, she sewed her 
daughter’s Barbie dolls 
and made dresses for her 
daughter and grandchil-
dren. She also gardened, 
and canned and froze foods 
from her garden as her 
mother had done. Current-
ly, she cares for her home 
and gathers her family 
there after worship services 
each Sunday to share a 
meal she has prepared.

Johnston works for 
Hubbell Power Systems 

of Leeds, a foundry that 
makes the connectors that 
hold the cables to power 
poles among other things. 
She and her husband Rus-
sell raised Tyler, who is 
married to Tesa, and she 
has another granddaugh-
ter, Audrey, age 5. Johnson 
said her grandchildren are 
her hobbies, and, besides 
spending time with them, 
she likes to read, but she 
has changed the tradition 
of gardening and process-
ing foods. She likes to bake, 
travel, and enjoy her “lux-
uries,” such as having her 
hair and nails done.

“I am high mainte-
nance,” said Johnston. “I 
believe I take after MeMaw, 
who often has her hair 
done.”

 Pressley, whose hus-
band Avery works at Honda 
Manufacturing in Lincoln, 
is a speech therapist who 
owns a practice in Annis-
ton. The couple is raising 

their four children.
Caroline plays softball 

and is a second grader who 
likes math, her friends, and 
church activities.

Carter June likes to play 
and has her own way of 
breaking tradition. She 
has given her Grammy the 
name of Nonna, at least for 
now. She has a fascination 
with one of her older broth-
ers named Creed, who is 
four years old, and she 
copies everything he does. 
Her other brother is named 
Cal, age 6.

Pressley summarized 
the sentiments of having 
a loving family that lives 
close by.

“It is so special to see my 
babies have the opportu-
nity to know their grand-
mothers the way I have,” 
she said. “We’ve always had 
a close-knit, loving fam-
ily, and no matter where 
we travel, Munford is our 
home.”  

‘Munford is  
our home’

Family celebrates 5 
 generations of mothers 

and daughters
Submitted photo

Mary Frances and Dink Stephens grew up in Munford and raised their family 
there. Mary Frances is 94 years old and has seen four additional generations of 
daughters. Dink died 17 years ago but is still remembered as a hard-working 
husband and father. The family said he would have enjoyed the younger gener-
ations of his grandchildren.

Submitted photo

The great-great-grandchildren of Mary Frances Stephens are, from left, Carter and Caroline Pressley, Audrey Johnston, and Creed and Cal Pressley.
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FREE SERVICES 
•Pregnancy Test                   •Pregnancy Education

•Ultrasounds(limited)          •Post Abortion Support

•Adoption Referrals             •Pre-natal & Parenting Class

•Abstinence Education        •Peer Counseling

•Post Miscarriage & Loss Support

201 W. Ft. Williams St., Suite 26 
Sylacauga, AL 35150

256-208-8888
resourcesforwomen@gmail.com

Our Mission is to provide physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support to women, 

men, and families in our community. 

R e s o u r c e sR e s o u r c e s
f o r  W o m e nf o r  W o m e n
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want to make sure the pub-
lic is satisfied, and we know 
that some people enjoy the 
opportunity to pick their 
own produce. The U-pick is 
possible because we plant 
our fields in stages. When 
one field is finishing up in 
July, we can move to the 
next one and be able to 
make it through our entire 
season.”

As the tomato season 
comes to an end, Smith 
Tomato hosts its annual 
Fall On the Farm event. 
This year will be the sev-
enth year, and it is some-
thing the family started as 
a way to interact and give 

back to the community. 
“Our Fall On the Farm 

is like a fall festival,” Lowe 
said. “It’s the first Saturday 
in October, and it’s free to 
the public. We will have 
vendors, bouncy houses, 
activities, and more. It’s a 
one-day event. We still sell 
our tomatoes, but during 
that time, pumpkins, 
mums, sweet potatoes, and 
all of the typical fall items 
are available as well. Since 
we started this event, it has 
continued to grow each 
year, and we could not be 
more thankful.”

Smith Tomato is open 
seven days a week at 4575 
Loop Rd. in Steele. For 
information about special 
deals or inventory, visit the 
farm’s Facebook page.

SMITH
Continued from Page 5E

Submitted photos

Members of the Smith Tomato family include, from left, Delaney Franklin, Skylar Glass, Braelyn Smith, 
Mandy Smith, Kady Franklin, Jon Lowe, Kista Lowe, Phillip Smith, Esther Smith, and Chad Smith.
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LOGO

Vertical Logo

Horizontal Logo

256.245.4776   |   myhscu.com

Find us on:

Your Community
Credit Union

for over 80 Years.

GIVE THE GIFT 
EVERYONE WANTS -
VISA GIFT CARDS!

Available at Your Nearest Branch.

Monday-Wednesday
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Thursday - Friday

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Visit myhscu.com for extended

drive-thru hours at each location.

PO Box 128
Sylacauga, AL 35150
Phone: (256) 245-4776

Voice Response: (256) 249-8318
www.myhscu.com

60 Gene Stewart Blvd.
901 N. Broadway

Sylacauga, AL 35150

14 Fay S. Perry Drive
Childersburg, AL 35044 

2825 Moody Pkwy.
Moody, AL 35004

3553 Hwy. 280
Alexander City, AL 35010

LOCATIONS:

LOBBY HOURS:

GIVE THE GIFT 
EVERYONE WANTS -
VISA GIFT CARDS!

TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE 
OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP...
TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE 
OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP...

for over 80 Years.for over 80 Years.for over 80 Years.

LOAN PRODUCTS
15 and 30 Year Mortgages
Home Equity Line of Credit

Great rates on new and used autos, boats, and motorcycles
Instant-Issue VISA Credit Cards

SAVINGS AND INVESTMENTS
Certificates of Deposit 

IRA’s
Money Market Accounts

Smart Saver Kids Club
Christmas Club
Vacation Club

TOTALLY FREE CHECKING ACCOUNTS
No minimum balance

No service fees
Instant-Issue Debit Cards

Free Online & Mobile Banking 24 hours a day
Reloadable Debit Cards

Bill Pay
E-Statements

We offer Apple Pay, Samsung Pay and Google Pay!

000305083r1
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www.bluebell.com

Sylacauga has been a home to Blue Bell for over 25 years. 
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

“If you take the chance 
and get your foot in the 
door, you never know what 
doors it will open for you.”

Lee Ann Clark firmly 
believes that’s true. Since 
2005, she has served as 
coordinator of the St. Clair 
County Extension Office. 
This fall, she’ll walk through 
a new door that has opened 
for her, taking on the role 
of assistant director of field 
operations for the Alabama 
Cooperative Extension 
System’s central region. She 
will oversee St. Clair County 
and eight other counties, 
including Autauga, Bibb, 
Chilton, Elmore, Jefferson, 
Lowndes, Montgomery, 
and Shelby. 

“When the position 
became available, I applied 
for it but was initially hesi-
tant because I enjoy what I 
do now,” Clark said. “How-
ever, I figured the knowl-
edge and experience I have 
developed over the years I 
could take me into another 
role, even though I will miss 
what I am doing now. As for 
the interview process, it was 

intensive. It was a six-hour 
interview that took place in 
Auburn. It started at break-
fast and involved a ques-
tionnaire and a presenta-
tion. There are some people 
that said if it were them, 
they could not have done 
it, but I was determined to 
see it through despite the 
lengthy process.”

The old saying of hard 
work pays off continues to 
hold true for Clark as she 
counts down her days in 
her present role. A lot of the 
specifics of what she’ll be 
doing exactly are still being 
worked out, but one of the 
best aspects for her is that 
she will still be based in St. 
Clair. Her new office will be 
in the St. Clair Arena.

“The beauty of what we 
do is being able to address 
issues in our community,” 
she said. “Since I was in 
the sixth grade and the 
lady came in from the 4-H 
Club, I knew that was what 
I wanted to do. I can still 
remember the things she 
said when I was at age 10. 
In being exposed to the 4-H 
Club, I knew I wanted to 
work at the extension office 
one day. I love teaching in 

this aspect. I could teach 
in a classroom, but I prefer 
this way.”

When asked what the 
extension office has taught 
her personally, Clark was 
speechless for a moment. 
After reflecting back on 
the past 18 years, she said, 
“Working at the extension 
office has taught me how to 
work with others and given 
me the chance to help peo-
ple. As a hands-on learn-
er, it has made so many 
opportunities available to 
me, and one of the biggest 
things I have learned is 
that a lot of people still are 
unsure what the extension 
office does or what it is 
exactly. 

 “One of my biggest goals 
has been to educate people 
more on who we are and 
what we do. We’re an exten-
sion of Auburn University 
and Alabama A&M Univer-
sity. We are full of resources 
that can benefit everyone, 
and we are more than just 
for people in agriculture. I 
strongly believe that we can 
accomplish the mission of 
our organization, and that 
is to continue to improve 
the quality of life.”

St. Clair County Extension 
coordinator looks forward 

to new opportunities

Submitted photos

Left: Lee Ann Clark demonstrates a recipe during an Extension-sponsored 
community program.  Above: Clark enjoys visiting with friends while touring 
a local farm.
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Garden Seed and Supplies

205-338-4342205-338-4342

US Hwy 231 North | Ragland
Hwy 411 | Odenville

Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM | Sunday Closed

crfeedsupply@centurytel.net
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Garden Seed and Supplies

47795 US Hwy. 78
Lincoln, AL  

Lincoln ChiropracticLincoln Chiropractic  
& Wellness Center& Wellness Center

205-763-2222

DR. ANDY WHIDDON, DC

w w w . l i n c o l n c h i r o p r a c t i c . o r g

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED

• Neck Pain
• Back Pain
• Disc Issues
• Headaches
• Injuries 

We offer all-natural treatment plans designed 
to alleviate the following conditions:

Awarded ASCA’s 2014 Young Chiropractor of The Year, 
Chamber’s 2009 & 2019 Small Business of the Year

000290654r11220 Martin St. S.  |  Pell City
(205) 884-3412

Dr. Larry Chasteen, D.V.M. 
Hannah Katrina, D.V.M. 

Logan Martin
Veterinary Clinic
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Flea & Tick Season 

Is Here, We Can Help 

Protect Them!

Make sure your pets are up to date on their shots!

P
IS

Owner 
Kyle Payne

SCIENCE PEST
PAYNE

Residential - Commercial - Industrial

256-223-1971

000302716r1

Locally Owned and
     Operated Since 1996

I saw a ghost in a cemetery once. 
At least, I think I did. The spirit wore 
a sheer white mist of a gown that 

wrapped itself 
around a tall weath-
ered gravestone and 
then...vanished. 

You’re probably 
thinking, “Oh, it was 
just a trick of the 
light on a dark, cold 
evening.” 

I wish. 
My ghost made 

its daring appear-
ance in the bright 
bold daylight of a 
cloudless summer 

afternoon. 
While I don’t typically make a 

habit of walking through cemeteries, 
the time or two I’ve found myself 
meandering among the gravestones 
has been an oddly soothing experi-
ence. Maybe it’s the air, heavy with the 
weight of time and buried secrets. A 
cemetery is one of the rare places on 
earth where past and present inter-
twine like a climbing vine, where the 
whispers of the dead mingle with the 
whispers of the living. 

The headstones tell a brief story of 
these strangers’ lives. Beginnings and 
endings, connected by that all-im-
portant dash in the middle—a lifes-
pan etched into a crumbling stone. 
Each monument has its tale to tell. 
Perhaps there’s a tragic love story here 
or a life cut short by sickness or war. 
But it’s the forgotten graves, the ones 

obscured by time and encroaching 
nature, that hold the most intrigue. 
Here lie the remains of those who’ve 
been left behind by the march of prog-
ress, their stories slowly and silently 
erased from the collective memory. 

If I linger too long among the 
tombstones, I feel the wavering fear 
of my own eventual mortality, and 
I go a little cold in the toes. The veil 
that separates us from the other side 
grows thin, and maybe my eyes play 
tricks on me. While I don’t know if 
I truly saw a ghost that day or even 
if I believe the spirits of the dead 
sometimes glide among us, I’m never 
more alive than when I feel the tin-
gling wonder of life’s strange beauty 
and mysteries—the wonder of the 
unknown. 

Susan
Cook

The Cemeteries of Talladega County

Photos by Bob Crisp, Tucker Webb, 
and Buddy Roberts/The Daily Home
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St. Clair County
REALTORS

Turning Your Dreams into Reality

TRACY SARGENT
REALTOR

205.567.9977
TracyS@eraking.com

205-365-8875

Broker/Owner
Property Manager

000305371r1

email me at marshab@eraking.com

Marsha 
Bates
REALTOR®

2319 Cogswell Ave. | Suite 101
Pell City, Al 35125

205.243.1582 Direct 
205.338.7320 Office

 205-594-5391 office
205-913-8772 cell

17 Court Street, West  Ashville

“Serving St. Clair & surrounding counties for all 
of your Real Estate needs” 

Josh Kell - Broker
For Kell Realty Listings view our webpage @ www.kellrealty.com

2806 Dr. John Haynes Drive
Pell City, AL, 35125

205-910-8799

2806 Dr. John Haynes Drive

Monday – Friday:
9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Saturday – Sunday:
Appointment Only

Donna Breland
Broker/Realtor ®

2806 Dr. John Haynes Drive
Pell City, AL, 35125

205-369-3270
Monday – Friday:

9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Saturday – Sunday:
Appointment Only

Paul Golden
Realtor ®

2806 Dr. John Haynes Drive
Pell City, AL, 35125

205-369-3270205-369-3270

2806 Dr. John Haynes Drive

Monday – Friday:
9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Saturday – Sunday:
Appointment Only

Paul Golden
Realtor ®Realtor ®Realtor

caranw@eraking.com

2319 Cogswell Ave. 
Pell City, AL 35125

205.368.9772      pellcityrealtor.com

Your Friendly Lake & Neighborhood Realtor

caranw@eraking.com

Cell: 205-229-8071
2401 12th Ave N. | Pell City, AL 35125
brittonfalkner@gmail.com  |  www.realtyprospc.com

Britton 
Falkner
Realtor®

Paula
Blair

2319 Cosgwell Ave., Ste 200
Pell City 35125

205-812-5290
www.paulablair.com

• Residential
• Commerical
• Lots & Land
• Lake Front

Cell: 205-405-0084
418 Martin St. S.
Pell City, AL 35128
s.kujan@att.net

Shirley 
Kujan
Realtor ®

www.realtyprospc.com

Lakefront Home & 
Investment Property Specialist

jerry.realtor08@gmail.comjerry.realtor08@gmail.com

RSPS Certified

Vacation Homes Vacation Homes 
&  Airbnb Rentals&  Airbnb Rentals

Jerry HawleyJerry Hawley
Associate BrokerAssociate Broker
205-577-2398205-577-2398

The Cemeteries of 
Talladega County
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Cell: 205-965-7022    |    kimc@eraking.com

Kim  Cheatwood

2319 Cogswell Ave., Pell City, AL 35125

Realtor

MOODY REALTY

Paula Krafft
Life Member 

Club of Excellence

Homes - Land - New Construction
“I represent buyers and sellers throughout St. Clair County and surrounding areas.”

Paula Krafft, Realtor

www.moodyrealtyal.com

Cell 205-365-9612 ~ Office 205-640-7671

paula@moodyrealtyal.com
St. Clair Realtor of the Year 2020

Laurie Laurie BrasherBrasher    Realtor®Realtor®
Cell: 205.365.3639

laurie.brasher@gmail.com
Faith, Family, Hometown Values

Call Us For All
Your Real Estate Needs

Karen Bain   205-473-4613Karen Bain   205-473-4613
Adam Bain   205-369-2704Adam Bain   205-369-2704

KarenandAdamBainKarenandAdamBain..comcom LoganMartinLakeTeamLoganMartinLakeTeam..comcom

Dawn
williams

Realtor®

DawnLeadsYouHome.comDawnLeadsYouHomeDawnLeadsYouHomeDawnLeadsYouHome.com
205-747-5218205-747-5218

“Let Dawn lead you home!”

508 Martin St. So., Pell City, AL 35128

tinastallings212@msn.com
www.FieldsGossett.comwww.FieldsGossett.com

Office: 205-884-2300  Office: 205-884-2300  
Fax: 205-884-2301Fax: 205-884-2301

Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741Toll Free: 1-800-806-7741

TINA STALLINGSTINA STALLINGS
RealtorRealtor

“It is a privilege to serve you “It is a privilege to serve you 
with your real estate needs.”with your real estate needs.”

Cell: 205-337-8509Cell: 205-337-8509

Life Member Life Member 
Club of ExcellenceClub of Excellence

205.965.4755205.965.4755

carlmhoward@hotmail.comcarlmhoward@hotmail.com

Carl HowardCarl Howard
Associate BrokerAssociate Broker

508 Martin St. South 508 Martin St. South 
Pell City, AL Pell City, AL 

St. Clair County
REALTORS

Turning Your Dreams into RealityTurning Your Dreams into Reality

000305370r1

The Cemeteries of 
Talladega County
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Bill Pharr, Broker/Owner - 256-872-6208
Jessica Taft   256-404-7766
Blake Pharr   256-267-5981
Mike Richardson   256-267-3706
Kevin Torterici   205-612-6925
Carla Bowden    205-587-1219
Elaine Bradley   256-872-4728
Janice Sayman   205-789-2144
Hannah Pardue   256-249-3727

ESTABLISHED IN 1950
PORTER & PORTER COMPANY

256-362-4194
www.porterandportercompany.com

209 North St. W., Talladega

Start Packing When 
You List with Porter!

JOE PORTER DAYNA LAYFIELD VANN CALDWELL

Heather Roberts
Realtor/Owner

112 Court Square South, Talladega
Office - (256) 368-9008

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • LAND

Making dreams 
happen one home 

at a time.

www.alahomes.com
Heather@AlaHomes.com
Cell (256) 223-1817

Fairmont Realty 
Company

Greg Tubbs, Owner/Broker 
(256) 872-4663

Tarus Twyman, Realtor 
 (256) 391-7746

www.fairmont-realty.com
LIST WITH US – WE ARE SELLING

208 North Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga, AL 35150

Office (256) 249-8574Office (256) 249-8574

Ron Comer 
Owner/Broker

COTTON STATE 
REALTY, LLC

10 GANTTS JUNCTION RD
SYLACAUGA, AL  35150

256.369.2288  Office
cottonstaterealtyllc.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • LAND

256-369-2288

ATKINSONATKINSON
Real estate, llCReal estate, llC

Residential, Commercial and Waterfront
Greg Atkinson, Broker                    (205) 369-7769
Lylliam (Lilly) Lynch                        (954) 560-3208
David Gray                                             (256) 404-8583
Carol Emlich-Bates                        (256) 872-0395
Kay Sprayberry                        (256) 872-0174  
Jerry Hicks                        (256) 404-5050
Cindy Arnold                        (256) 404-4825

256-245-6782
www.atkinsonrealestatellc.com
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2645 Talladega Hwy, Sylacauga, AL 35150

Talladega Talladega
CounTyCounTy
REALTORSREALTORS®®

“Thus refreshed I entered the weird and 
beautiful abode of the dead” – John Muir

The Cemeteries of 
Talladega County
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WWW.AIDB.ORG       LIKE US ON F      LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Meet Barbara. She and her co-workers at Alabama Industries for the 
Blind make all the military neckties for our U. S. Armed Forces.

says Barbara with her infamous smile. Alabama Industries for the 
Blind is the state’s largest employer of blind adults. It is one of 
many life and job training opportunities available through the 
Alabama Institute for  Deaf and Blind that serves over 26,000 infants, 
children, adults and seniors with hearing and vision loss in Alabama. 
At Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind, our students of all ages 
combine imagination with the right tools to prove to themselves and 
others that they are indeed limitless! 

“I love my job! 
It gives me a sense of pride – and I can

travel and do things for my family,”

SIX CAMPUSES ACROSS ALABAMA: ALABAMA SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND, ALABAMA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF, HELEN KELLER SCHOOL OF ALABAMA, E. H. 
GENTRY TECHNICAL FACILITY, AND ALABAMA INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND IN TALLADEGA; AND AIDB NORTH CAMPUS IN DECATUR. 

TEN STATEWIDE REGIONAL CENTERS: BIRMINGHAM, DECATUR, DOTHAN, HUNTSVILLE, MOBILE, MONTGOMERY, OPELIKA, SHOALS, TALLADEGA, AND 
TUSCALOOSA 

 Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind Brings 
World-Class Education to Alabama!

Students from across 
Alabama come to the schools 
of Alabama Institute for Deaf 
and Blind - Alabama School 
for the Blind, Alabama School 
for the Deaf and Helen Keller 
School of Alabama - to 
experience the nation’s most 
innovative education for 
students with sensory 
differences. From classes 
designed to prepare students 
for post-secondary academic 
pursuits, a robust expanded core curriculum, and expert career preparation in a 
variety of fields; AIDB offers students the tools they will need for a successful 
future. And while they’re building the foundation of their future, they also get to 
experience all of the fun of school by participating in championship sports, fine 
arts programs and civic organizations. Find out what it means to be Deaf. Blind. 
Limitless. by visiting www. AIDB.org.
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Who better to lead a city than 
someone that was born there, raised 
there, and calls the city home?

Mayor Derrick Mostella is proud 
to call Ashville home and loves every-
thing about it. He considers it the best 
place to live in St. Clair County. Since 
being elected in 2016 he has enjoyed 
being able to watch what he describes 
as “a city that’s a diamond the rough” 
grow. As a former city council mem-
ber, running for mayor was an exten-
sion of his desire to promote progress 
for a better Ashville. 

While working in his father-in-law’s 
hardware store (a community meeting 
place for many Ashville residents) in 
college, Mostella said he would over-
hear conversations about what could 
be different or what people wanted to 
see happen in Ashville. He would offer 
his opinion, but felt the need to do 
more than just talk. For him, dialogue 
did not deliver enough action. Ashville 
needed a plan and it to be executed, 
and he was willing and ready to get the 
ball rolling.

“In order to make the impact and 
difference we needed here, I knew 
we could not just wait for something 
to fall into our lap,” he said. “So after 
one term on the council, I decided 
to run for mayor and be a part of the 
solution. I love the people here, and 
being mayor is better than I could 
have imagined. It has been a pretty 
good run thus far, and we have made 
progress. In fact, we recently received 
a donation to go towards our parks 
and recreation project.”

Ashville is a small and close-knit 
community. With a population of 
about 2,000, it is one of two county 
seats of St. Clair County, was officially 
incorporated in 1822, and was home 
to the only courthouse in the county 
until 1907. In an interview for My 
Hometown, Mostella had the follow-
ing to say.

Q: Why were voters prompted 
to cast their ballots for you?

Mostella:  For one, mostly everyone 
knows me. Some people even address 
me by nickname. I shop at the local 

Piggly Wiggly, let people have access 
to me, and I hear them out. They have 
my phone number, and many even 
know where I live and stop by. Nev-
ertheless, I would say my educational 
background of my accounting degree 
might also have played a factor in the 
decision. My degree and experience 
spoke to the issues we were having 
and the familiarity of knowing me gave 
a level of trust, I would say. I went into 
the position with no promises of any-
thing but to put forth the best of effort. 
The best part about being mayor is 
that I’m no big time politician that 
doesn’t live here. I live here and am a 
part of the community. I care about 
Ashville as much as any other resident. 
I have four kids under the age of 12, 
so parks and recs are near and dear 
to me. Wanting the best for Ashville is 
personal. 
Q: What is the best thing about 
Ashville?

Mostella: Simply put, the people. 
Q: What is the biggest chal-
lenge you have encountered as 
mayor?

Mostella: Growing expectations. 
The more we do, the more that is 
expected of us. Sometimes there is a 
disconnect of time of delivery. Yes, 
we are making progress, but certain 
things take time to develop and to be 
established. So getting that under-
stood can be challenging at times. 
Q: What would you like to see 
happen in Ashville during the 
next five years?

Mostella: I would love to see expan-
sion of our park and rec areas, new 
ball fields, and multi-use facilities. Our 
sports complex is not ideally located. 
So outside of the parks and rec project, 
the next project on the agenda is pur-
chasing land for the complex. 
Q: Will you be running for 
another term?

Mostella: As of today, my answer 
is yes, I love and truly enjoy what I do. 
Also, I haven’t quite completed the job 
I have set out to do. The goal is to make 
it to the finish line and stabilize this 
city. I feel it’s going to take one more 
term, and I hope that Ashville believes 
in me for another term to get it done.

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  
Ashville

Derrick Mostella
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We accept Visa, Mastercard & Discover   •   Money Orders Available   • Food Stamps & WIC Accepted     

We Love Serving  Our Community.  
Thank You for Letting Us Be a Part of Your Family.

Where You Can Always Find the Freshest 
Produce, Meat and Dairy!

Welcome To The 
Piggly Wiggly

LINCOLN • 125 BEAR PARKWAY
OFFICE 205-763-7112

MON.-THURS. 6 A.M.-9 P.M.
FRI.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M., SUN. 7 A.M. - 9 P.M.

SYLACAUGA •  1351 WEST FORT WILLIAMS ST.
OFFICE 256-249-8989
MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.,

SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

PHARMACY

TALLADEGA • 320 W. BATTLE ST.
OFFICE 256-362-7949, DELI 362-7956

MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.,  SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

PHARMACY

CHILDERSBURG •  1068 1ST STREET N.W.
OFFICE 256-378-5795

MON-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.; SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.
PHARMACY

SYLACAUGA •  1244 TALLADEGA HIGHWAY
OFFICE 256-249-4836

MON.-SAT. 6 A.M.-10 P.M.,  SUN. 7 A.M.-10 P.M.
PHARMACY

Welcome To The 
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“A Place For All Occasions”

(205) 884-8632
3005 Martin St. S., (Hwy. 231) | Cropwell, AL

Celebrations

Weddings • Receptions •Anniversaries
Birthdays  • Showers  

& Any Other Special Occasion

Your dollars go farther - so you don’t have to.
Supporting local businesses helps create jobs and keep our community on the grow!

SHOP PELL CITY!

2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd., Vincent, 
AL 35178

205-525-0131

We Sell New & 
Preowned Golf Carts

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 AM - 5 PM
 Saturday 8  AM - 12  PM

000305282r1

Resale    RescueResale    Rescueto
the

BENEFITING ANIMAL WELFARE ASPCIASPCI

•100% non-profit
•Tax deductible, 
GENTLY USED 
donations are sold 
to support ASPCI’s 
spay/neuter program
 and animal transport.

20 Cropwell Drive, Suite 12020 Cropwell Drive, Suite 120
Pell City, ALPell City, AL

 Open Thurs.-Sat. 10-4 Open Thurs.-Sat. 10-4

205-234-0808205-234-0808

Second-Hand Retail Shop.Second-Hand Retail Shop.
Helping Save Animals, One Donation At A Time.Helping Save Animals, One Donation At A Time.

• • Household ItemsHousehold Items
• • FurnitureFurniture
• • JewelryJewelry

• • ArtArt
• • ToysToys
• • ...and more!...and more!

Located inside The Old Gray Barn

FedEx and UPS Authorized 
Shipping Center

1910 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City, AL 35125

205-338-0791

925 23rd St. N | Pell City
(205) 338-3952

Vist Us For All Your 
Landscaping Needs

Landscape & 
Gardening Supplies, 

Shade Trees, 
Fruit Trees, Flowering 
Trees, Shrubs, House 

Plants, & More

Central Alabama’s Premier 
Powersport Company

Motorcycle Sales • Accessories
Service  & Repair

922 Comer Avenue, Pell City, Al
205-473-0143205-473-0143

www.2wheelheaven.com 2022 TaoTao TForce

ann’s ann’s New Life
Pregnancy Center

ann’sann’s
Little Shop

3440 Martin Street South Ste 1 - Cropwell, AL 35054
annsnewlifecenter.com

205-873-9241 205-338-4580

Tue, Wed, Thur: 10-4
1st Sat of Month: 10-1

Tue: 9-5:30
Wed, Thur: 9-4

with a little bit of 
everything for everyone

Non-Profit, Free & 
Confidential

3440 Martin Street South Ste 1 - Cropwell, AL 350543440 Martin Street South Ste 1 - Cropwell, AL 35054
annsnewlifecenter.comannsnewlifecenter.com

1st Sat of Month: 10-1

WANDA’SSilk FlowersSilk Flowers

3508 Cogswell Ave 3508 Cogswell Ave 
Pell City, AL 35125Pell City, AL 35125

Inside the Pink StoreInside the Pink Store

205-913-1942205-913-1942

•Floral Arrangements
•Funeral Sprays

•Holiday Decorations
•Decorative Selections

•Silk Flowers 
For Any Occasion

BY SHERRY KUGHN
Special to The Daily Home

On a recent morning, volunteers and 
staff from an organization called Wild 
Alabama met at a rock overlook along the 
Pinhoti Trail in Waldo to remove graffiti 
and clean debris and trash. 

It was a typical day’s work for Wild Ala-
bama, whose mission is to inspire people 
to enjoy, value and protect the wild places 
in Alabama.  Members primarily work on 
public lands such as the Talladega and 
Bankhead National Forests and within the 
three federally protected wilderness areas 
within them, Cheaha, Sipsey and Dugger 
Mountain.

A primary goal for Wild Alabama is 
to educate youngsters, college students 
and all Alabamians about protecting and 
maintaining the forests, particularly in 
northern Alabama. Members work with 
several local schools, including Munford 
schools and Faith Christian School in 
Anniston, to educate students and inspire 
them to conduct service days to do clean-
ups, such as the graffiti removal and trash 
pickups.

Maggie Johnston, a former teacher and 
educational director of Camp McDowell 
in Jasper, serves as its executive director. 
Her passion for nature and protecting 
Alabama’s northern areas have inspired 

many volunteers and others who simply 
love and want to protect Alabama’s for-
ests.

Johnston was especially passionate 
about cleaning the rock outcropping 
called Sunset Rock, or Wormy’s Pulpit, 
because she lived in Waldo for many years 
on the banks of Talladega Creek while 
teaching science at the Alabama School 
for the Deaf.  She often spent evenings sit-
ting on those rocks to admire the sunsets. 

“I cannot imagine why some people 
feel that they must deface the beautiful 
wild places with graffiti,” she said. “My 
hope is that through our educational 
programs and service days with youth, 
we can create a culture of loving and pro-
tecting these treasures in our backyard. 
Education is the key to conservation and 
preservation.”

At this summer’s friend-raiser picnic, 
and at all the Wild Alabama projects and 
programs, Johnston speaks to others 
about the importance of gaining more vol-
unteers. Their activities include training 
sessions about the appropriate ways of 
caring for Alabama’s Federal Wilderness 
areas, Cheaha and Dugger Mountain. 

A designated wilderness is the high-
est form of land protection in the United 
States and is meant to protect the land for 

Wild Alabama cleans, maintains, protects natural 
beauty of Alabama – including Talladega County

Please see WILD ALBAMA | Page 3G

Chris Norwood/The Daily Home

A picnic celebrated the Wild Alabama’s members’ accomplishment of removing 
graffiti at a rock outcropping near Waldo.
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Looking Foward To A Bright Future 
For All Our Communities

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Ben Robbins, P.O. Box 888, Sylacauga, AL 35150
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From Alabama State Representative 
Ben Robbins & Family

the future. Also, even though maintained, 
it is to be unchanged by man. One of the 
ways that the land is safeguarded is by not 
allowing mechanized equipment to be 
used for clearing trails that might cause 
woodland animals to leave the area or 
interrupt someone’s meditation. Tradi-
tional tools, such as crosscut saws, are 
used to do the work. 

Wild Alabama trains volunteers to use 
such equipment and then leads workdays, 
with volunteers called Helping Hands, 
to clear trails of downed trees, keep the 
brush trimmed back along trails, and 
clean campsites left less-than-tidy by 

hikers. Johnston and the Wild Alabama 
staff of five travel the state to speak to 
school groups, educator workshops, and 
civic organizations. They lead interpretive 
hikes along forest trails and offer family 
outings as well. They seek ways to educate 
and share the love of wild places, as well 
as recruit volunteers to give back to places 
that have meant so much to them.

Other activities happening through-
out the summer, other than more graffiti 
removal, include workdays on Cheaha 
and Dugger Mountain, clean-ups at sever-
al shelters along the Pinhoti Trail, as well 
as guided hikes such as Family Fun Friday 
hikes to waterfalls in the area.

Those wishing to know more about 
Wild Alabama activities or who want to 
volunteer or donate, visit www.wildal.org. 
Check out the “events” tab for dates.

Chris Norwood/The Daily Home

Graffiti removal, before and as the work neared completion

Chris Norwood/The Daily Home

Maggie Johnston is the executive director of Wild Alabama, a nonprofit group 
that encourages volunteerism in maintaining and protecting the public’s nat-
ural spaces.

WILD ALABAMA
Continued from Page 2G
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Talladega
Pell City

Quality Diamond Merchants
Celebrating 73 Years 1950-2023
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Courtney Wrenn and Patrick Shir-
ley have taken the saying of “counting 
sheep” to another level in St. Clair 
County and across the state.

The St. Clair Lamb Club was cre-
ated to give people in the community 
an agricultural experience they didn’t 
know they needed. The organization 
officially began in April 2021. 

“Patrick and Judy had been show-
ing lambs for a couple of years, and 
I decided to try it with my kids,” said 
Wrenn. “Within one lamb season, I 
noticed the change in my kids from 
being better at making eye contact, 
better in their chores, their level of 
care, and taking ownership in their 
responsibilities. It blew me away. So 
in seeing the difference it made with 
our kids, we got together and decided 
that other families and kids should 
know about this experience and see 
what all it can do for them. It is more 
than just showing lambs. It teaches 
kids traits they can carry with them 
for a lifetime.” 

According to Shirley, the young-
sters in the organization are homes-
chooled and are mostly under the age 
of 9, which makes them unable to join 
4-H, the largest youth development 
organization in America that helps 
young people develop skills through 
projects involving the subjects of 
agriculture, civic engagement, health, 
and science in a positive environ-
ment. 

Both Wrenn and Shirley agree 
that learning should start early on in 
life rather than later. By the age of 9, 
a child will already start to venture 
into something like a video game or 
sports, and there’s more to life than 
those things, according to Wrenn.

“Aside from the experience and 
life skills it teaches, we created this 
organization for the kids that aren’t 
9 years of age, for the ones that are 4 
and 5 years old. Starting them early 
teaches them how to be responsible, 
how to talk to people, manners, how 
to take care of an animal, and how to 
make eye contact. I love to see when a 
child knows how to make eye contact. 
That’s a life skill that will take them 
far,” said Shirely.

With about 35 members and grow-
ing, the St. Clair Lamb Club is starting 
to get the attention from other coun-
ties. Wrenn says that they intention-
ally left the word “county” out of their 
name so as to not limit the reach of 
their organization.  

A variety of things takes place at 
club events, such animals parades, 
nativity scenes, and preparation of 
lambs for showings. 

“Once the kids get the lambs 
ready, they present the animal to the 
judges,” Shirley said. “The kid and the 
animal are judged on showmanship, 
how the kid presents the animal, and 
how much they have worked with 

the lamb. Then there’s the market 
portion, where they weigh the animal 
and the judge measures how devel-
oped the lamb is, and lastly is the 
breeding ewe class, where the judge 
determines the best breeding ewe. 
The top five are selected and are able 
to be shown all year long, and there 
is a champion drive where the kids 
receive prizes. At the end of the year, 
some lambs are sold to farms, kept, or 
used to breed.” 

He added that working with lambs 
has benefited his entire family. 

“It’s a great way of building mem-
ories, spending time together, and 
making friends as you connect with 
other families. My daughter and I 
have been showing for the last seven 
years, and she’s currently 10. Lambs 
and sheep have taught me and my 
family how to be patient, how to work 
through things, how to solve prob-
lems, how hard work pays off, and 
even how to deal with losses. 

“To take care of these animals 
requires a lot of work. You have to 
build trust with them, be proactive, 
and learn them. They are not the easi-
est animals to work with, as they have 
to be groomed, work to keep them 
alive, and they wonder off sometimes. 
So working with them and spending 
time with them is essential. We used 
to have 21 animals, but now we are 
down to 11. We do breed, but not 
largely. With five kids and 11 lambs 
and sheep, we have quite the hand-
ful..”

When Shirley was asked what he 
loves most about being a part of the 
club, he said that watching the kids 
grow up and get better each year is his 
greatest joy. For Wrenn, she loves able 
to promote a side of agriculture that 
people know little about. 

“We are truly amazed how far this 
has grown and taken off,” she said. 
“The amount of community support 
we have backing us is incredible. 
We are just so grateful to be making 
such a great impact by simply doing 
and sharing what we love to do with 
others.”

There is no membership fee and 
no special qualifications to join. 
Everything is free. For more informa-
tion, visit the group’s Facebook page. 

St. Clair Lamb Club strives to 
teach youngsters lifetime lessons

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS

Q: What is the difference 
between a lamb and a sheep?

The age. Sheep are consid-
ered market animals. Lambs 
are typically considered such 
between until 12 months old, 
but in shows lambs can be up 
to two years old. Keeping it 
simple, lambs are  babies, and 
sheep are their parents.

Q: How can someone 
acquire a lamb?

“If someone is interested 
in raising lambs, I recommend 
them to attend our meetings,” 
Wrenn said. “We cover various 
topics, including what we call 
our Sheep 101, which covers 
how to groom, feed, properly 
care for the lamb, house it, 
and more. Some people think 
you have to have a big barn 
to house a lamb, but it’s more 
about having a safe place to 
house them.”

Q: Should you own just one 
lamb?

“You can’t have just one,” 
Wrenn said. “They are flock 
animals. They depend on each 
other for security.”

Submitted photo

Members of the St. Clair Lamb Club during their annual show at DeLoach Strawberry Farms in June.

Submitted photo

Gideon Wrenn and Lynleigh Stewart 

Submitted photo

Esther Wrenn

Submitted photo

Jaxon Stephens

Submitted photo

Josie Shirley
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Robert Dean Lolley, MD

Let’s Get Moving
in 2023.

Call 205-512-9812
to book an appointment

or visit PrecisionSportsOrtho.com

If you suffer from chronic joint pain or a lingering sports 
injury, make it a goal this year to see Dr. Robert Lolley and the 
Precision Sports Medicine & Orthopedics team.  With locations in 
Hoover, Hueytown and Talladega, Dr. Lolley and his team want 
to help you get moving in 2023.

Dr. Lolley offers the following services:

Compassionate Orthopedic 
Care in Central Alabama

• Hip, knee and   
shoulder replacement

• Joint repair
• Sports and overuse injuries
• Fracture care

• Minimally invasive 
surgical techniques

• General orthopedic care
• Nonsurgical approaches

5295 Preserve Pkwy., Suite 260 
Hoover, AL 35244

2800 Allison Bonnett Memorial Dr.
Hueytown, AL 35023

803 North St. E
Talladega, AL 35160
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Mayor Lew Watson has 
served Lincoln for more 
than 40 years with the goal of 
improving the quality of life 
for all residents. 

Currently in his 11th term, 
Watson says it will be his last. 
“This is all she wrote. Your age 
catches up with you and other 
things become a priority.”

Watson may not have been 
born in Lincoln, but it has 
been home for him since he 
can remember. “It is truly a 
great feeling to see the chang-
es that have come over the 
years and to serve here,” he 
said. “To be able to deliver 
services and work to refine 
the community is something 
that everyone works for, and 
to be a part of that growth has 
been rewarding.”

Lincoln has a population 
of almost 7,500 and is well 
known for being home to 
Honda Manufacturing of Ala-
bama, one of the area’s major 
employers. According to the 
mayor, a city is what you make 
of it, and the goal is to create 
a community where people 
want to live. In an interview 
for My Hometown, he had the 
following to say.

Q: What motivated you 
to serve as mayor?

Watson:  My father was 
a council member, so I was 
familiar with some of the 
things going on in the city. 
After coming back from the 
military, I noticed our town 
had experienced growth, but 
it needed to be followed up. 
I took notice of other com-
munities getting grants, and 
people wanted to take advan-
tage of the loans and grants 
in hopes they could make a 
difference for us. Also during 
my time in the military, I lived 
on two other continents.  I 
saw how they were run and 

I wanted to use some of that 
structure in Lincoln and help 
our growth. Since being in 
office and gaining that struc-
ture, we went from not having 
public parks to having them, 
expanding our water system, 
and more. 
Q: What do you believe 
has prompted voters 
to cast their ballots for 
you?

Watson: I believe that they 
saw and realized the growth 
I was creating for Lincoln. 
It’s all about service, and 
recognizing the needs of the 
community is important. For 
instance, the need for more 
commercial properties which 
can create more growth for 
the city that benefits almost 
everyone. Like the Lincoln’s 
Landing that has been cre-
ated, and it has already gen-
erated a lot of success. It is 
being developed as a fishing 
tournament site, picnic area, 
and a great place for family 
activities. The facility is the 
largest public site on Logan 
Martin Lake. In fact, we are 
already booking events for 
2024 up to 2025 for some of 
the fishing tournaments we 
have coming. 
Q: What would you like 
to see happen in Lin-
coln during the next five 
years?

Watson: We are working 
on the roads and a new park. 
This one will be more like a 
community park with play-
grounds and walking trails. 
Q: What is your hope 
for the future after you 
leave office?

Watson: I hope the goal is 
a continuation of doing what 
they can to help our people, 
provide services, continue 
building, and continue mak-
ing Lincoln a better place to 
live. 

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  
Lincoln

Lew Watson
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1215 Sylacauga Fayetteville Hwy
Sylacauga, AL 35151

256-245-2680
www.heritagefreight.com

www.myheritagelogistics.com

H E R I T A G E  F R E I G H T 
W A R E H O U S I N G  & 

L O G I S T I C S
Our Mission: Excellence in service, 

respect for all, with faith as our guide.

Heritage Freight provides a wide variety of Trucking, Warehousing and Logistics 
services.  In just a short time, Heritage Freight has earned a solid track record in the 

industry by providing world class customer service and staff.  Heritage Freight has strength in the core 
values of hard work, integrity and honesty.  These traits allow us to provide quality care 

to our customers, which in turn allows them to focus more on their business.

FREIGHT WAREHOUSING LOGISTICS
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SYLACAUGA, AL

B E CO M E  PA R T  O F  O U R  H E R I TAG E

S Y L A C A U G A ,  A L

We specialize in hauling freight of
all kinds with a wide array of trailer
types including, Van, Flatebed, Dry
Bulk, and Containers. Services are

heaviest in the Southeast,
Southwest, and Midwest, with

largest footprint in Texas and South
Carolina. Fleet consists of over 150

trucks and trailers. Also offering
dedicated trailer pool management.

Our objective is to simplify
your shipping needs with

competitive rates and
 excellence in service. Our mission

is to ensure that your
goals and objectives are met with

quality and care. Let us
customize a program for all

your logistical needs.

The main distribution center is
located in Sylacauga, AL and 

consists of over 255,000 sq ft. of
warehousing space with rail access

served by two class one rail
carriers and has the ability to spot
six rail cars. Storage of containers, 

pallets, gaylords, cases, cartons,
totes & more are each protected by
ID tags and sprinkler system. There

are upwards of 450k sq ft of
warehouse storage available among

 all 3 locations.

7054 Veterans Parkway 
 Pell City, AL 35125 

(205) 338-6487

Services Provided:
    •24 Hour Nursing Coverage        
    •Physician on Call 24 Hours
    •Pharmacy Services on Site           
    •Activities Program on Site
    •Physical Therapy on Site              
    •Dietary Services
    •Occupational Therapy on Site    
    •Speech Therapy on Site

To Everyone Who Fought, To Everyone Who Fought, 
and to Those Still Fighting and to Those Still Fighting 

for America’s Independence for America’s Independence 
~Thank You!~Thank You!

Col. Robert L. Howard Col. Robert L. Howard 
State Veterans HomeState Veterans Home
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No representation is made about the quality of podiatry services to be performed or the expertise of the podiatrists performing such services.

9 South Western Ave., Sylacauga • 256-249-2212 
1101 18th St. So., Birmingham • 205-933-9595

www.podiatryassocpc.com

PODIATRY ASSOCIATES, P.C.

TREATING MAJOR & MINOR 
FOOT PROBLEMS

•Wound Care  •Plantar Fasciitis  
•Diabetic Foot Care 

•Fractures & Sprains  •Heel Pain  
•Sports-Related Injuries •Ingrown Toenails  

•Corns, Calluses, Plantar Warts 
•Bunions •Hammertoes

Wound care for foot ulcers is one of the services provided 
by our doctors and staff members. And It has always been 
a joy to celebrate final wound closure with hundreds of our 
patients.We use traditional proven methods, as well as the 
most up-to-date treatments for helping you or your family 
members’ wounds to heal. We focus on treatment of infection, 
cleaning wounds, and providing pressure relief to promote 
healing. After wound closure, we have a comprehensive 
plan, with periodic visits to help prevent future occurrences. 

We are truly blessed to be here, and use our gifts 
to help and serve area patients. 

Call us. We look forward to hearing from you.

Do You Have A Foot Wound That Needs Care?

37 Years Serving The Sylacauga Area!

DR. ROBERT
RUSSELL,

D.P.M.

DR. JAMES
BOWMAN,

D.P.M.

DR, RUPA 
JAYAGOPAL, 
D.P.M., M.S.

DR. EDWARD
STANULEVICH, 

D.P.M.
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The Daily Home

ONLINE

Like The Daily Home on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/DailyHomenewspaper

Follow on Twitter: 
@DailyHome

On the web at
DailyHome.com

On late summer evenings through-
out the South, the front porch beckons. 
Friends gather, their laughter mingling 

with the clinking of 
glasses filled with 
refreshing iced tea, as 
the relentless heat of the 
day surrenders to a soft, 
hazy breeze. Others find 
solace in the embrace 
of the house’s solitude, 
stretching out on weath-
ered furniture with a 
favorite book, succumb-
ing gradually to the lull of 
a creaky swing. 

A Southern home is 
where the world comes 

to slow down. Here, the flow of time is 
not tethered to the ticking of a clock but 
reckoned by the unhurried rhythm of the 
rocking chair.

As the evening darkens, the scent of 
summer wafts on the breeze, a heady mix 
of magnolia, jasmine, and a whiff of apple 
pie cooling in a kitchen window. Amidst 
the profound stillness, the only audible 
companion is the ebb and flow of the cica-

das’ serenade hidden somewhere in the 
surrounding trees, their melody entwined 
with the tranquil essence of a Southern 
home.

Each house has its own style reflecting 
an era of architectural philosophy—Greek 
Revival, Victorian, Craftsman. They all 
have their charms, but a home is shaped 
by more than the architect’s design and 
the capable hands that originally built 
them. Each dwelling possesses a charac-
ter as unique as the people who’ve lived 
there through the years. Weathered paint 
tells the stories of countless sunrises and 
sunsets while creaking floorboards bear 
witness to generations of footfalls. Age and 
imperfections only add to their charm.

Although we often restlessly yearn for 
the unknown, venturing far from the famil-
iar hearth in pursuit of elusive greener 
pastures, our absence, it seems, is never 
too long. The want for home, an ache that 
runs deep, becomes our compass, leading 
us back to the familiar embrace of the yard, 
the steps, the porch, and the gentle sway of 
the swing, drawn irresistibly by the warm, 
beckoning glow that spills from the win-
dows of the place we proudly call home.

Susan
Cook

Stately Southern 
homes mark Talladega 

County’s landscape

Bob Crisp and Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
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Are You Fighting Back 
                        or Knee Pain?

Our specialized braces could 
be your solution!!

Comfortable Proven Braces

201 W. Fort Williams, Suite 28   |   Sylacauga, AL 35150

256-245-1411

We also carry power wheelchairs!
Gain your independence & 

improve your quality of life today.

 Get Your Freedom Back
With

PORTABLE 
OXYGEN 

CONCENTRATORS

000290649r1

Covered by most 
insurances with 
little or no cost 

to you!!
Call us today!!
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1400 9th Street | Leeds, AL 35094

CITY OF 
LEEDS
MAYOR DAVID MILLER

All city meetings are held at the Leeds City 
Annex Room at 1412 9th Street, Leeds, 

Alabama 35094.

CITY HALL

(205) 699-2585 leedsalabama.org

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Kenneth Washington

Eric G. Turner
Johnny G. Dutton

Angie Latta
DeVoris Ragland-Pierce

It is my privilege to welcome 
you to Leeds, a thriving city 

that is on the move and open 
for business.  We encourage 
you to join in the discovery of 
what continues to make Leeds 

the stellar City of Valor.

Hours:
City Hall: M-Th 7:30am - 3:00pm, Fri 7:30am - 11:00am
Public Works Summer : M-Th 6:00 am - 2:30 pm; Fri 

6:00 am - 12:30
Public Works Winter: M-Th 7:00 am - 3:30 pm; Fri 

7:00 am - 1:30
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For the latest in local news,  
visit www.DailyHome.com

Stately Southern homes  
of Talladega County

Bob Crisp and Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
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TALLADEGA
608 East Battle St.

256-362-0741Subway® is a Registered Trademark of Subway IP LLC. ©2020 Subway IP LLC. 

You Bring The Friends,
We’ll Bring The Food!

Easy Order 
Sandwich Platter

Visit us online for other catering options.

Serves 7 People
15 Servings

Let Us Cater YoUr Next eveNt

Assorted Box Lunch Meal Bundle
Serves 12 People

12 Servings (Sandwich, Cookie, Chips and Drink)

Easy Order 
Sandwich PlatterSandwich Platter

Visit us online for other catering options.

Serves 7 People

Serves 12 PeopleServes 12 People
12 Servings (Sandwich, Cookie, Chips and Drink)(Sandwich, Cookie, Chips and Drink)
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“A man travels the world over in search of what he 
needs and returns home to fi nd it.” –  George A. Moore

Stately Southern homes of Talladega County

Bob Crisp and Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
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TALLADEGA & ST. CLAIR COUNTIES
Start your Apartment Search here!

New Friends. New Friends. 
New Beginnings.New Beginnings.

Fox Run Apartments
Based on Income

62 and older
1 - 2 bedrooms

TDD (Hearing Impaired)
Call (205) 472-0300

foxrun@hollyhandmgt.com
124 Fox Run Drive

Ragland, AL

256-362-3195

Serene Living
1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments

Multi Family Senior Living
Income Based

Call For Rates & Availability.

256-249-0044
13 Westchester Lane
Sylacauga, AL 35150

Clarion Cove 2610 18th Ave. South,
Pell City, AL 35128

Conveniently located just off Martin Street South, Clarion Cove offers a peaceful 
living environment, yet city conveniences are only minutes away.

Energy efficient apartment homes and townhomes offering: superior kitchens with 
electric range, refrigerator, dishwasher, ample storage, washer dryer connections 
and much more. Clarion Cove also offers a beautiful clubhouse with a computer 

center, free WIFI, laundry facility and manicured landscaping.

Call 205-338-7007

Now Leasing!

clarioncove@hollyhandmgt.com

Background & Credit Checks Required - Income Restrictions Apply

TDD/TTY 711

TDD/TTY 711

256-369-9774

2301 Motes Rd., 
Sylacauga, AL 31550Childersburg, AL

256-369-4606

256-249-3828

296 Oak St. West, 
Sylacauga, AL 31550

Crestview Crestview 
ApartmentsApartments

256-397-5483

NOW LEASING
In Sylacauga,  Childersburg 

& Alexander City

Come Join Our Family

1-2-3 Bedrooms

Sylacauga
249-8990

BELLVIEW
Apts.

PPaarrkkwwoooodd aaPPaarrttmmeennttss
550 Wood Dr. • Pell City, AL • 205-814-9023

1, 2, & 3 BEDROOMS APARTMENTS
Now leasing NEWLY RENOVATED 
apartments offering balconies, superior 
kitchens with electric range, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, storage, washer/dryer 
connections and much more. Parkwood 
offers a clubhouse, laundry facility, play-
ground, gazebo, picnic tables and grill 
areas. 

Rents start at 
$440/1BR, $540/2BR, $620/3BR

parkwood@hollyhandmgt.com

000305327r1

Welcome Home To River Pointe
1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments

Near Shopping, Dining & Entertainment
Income Based

Call For Rates and Availability.

256-378-8062
130 River Pointe

Childersburg, Alabama 35044

Stately Southern homes 
of Talladega County

Bob Crisp and Tucker Webb/The Daily Home
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Brooke Tollison
BTollison@alfains.com

2206 Martin St., So.
Pell City, AL 35128
205-884-3470

Online 
Convenience. 
Personal 
Service.
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New Luxury Mattresses up to 30-70% OFF

8105 Parkway Drive, Leeds, AL
205-597-4994

Email: overstockmattress280@gmail.com
Web: overstockmattress280.com

Carey Crowder, President

Downtown Leeds

- Mattresses
- Frames
- Headboards

AND MORE!!!

, President

8105 Parkway Drive, Leeds, AL
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PATTERSON
PHARMACY

7513 Patterson Dr  
Leeds 000290486r1(205) 699-5113

Serving The Community
Since 1966

BY MICHELLE LOVE
Special to The Daily Home

To outside eyes, the city 
of Talladega may not seem 
like an “artsy” type of town, 
but local artist David Strick-
land wants to change that. 

Strickland is responsible 
for the town’s newest mural 
on North Street W, and he 
said he hopes to bring more 
artistic beauty to the down-
town area. Currently a tat-
too artist at Karma Tattoo, 
Strickland said he’s always 
loved doing art, even as a 
little kid. 

“My mom showed me 
how to draw simple little 
people. I just really enjoyed 
it, and I started drawing 
anything I could,” he said. 
“I did my first mural ever 
when I was a youth pastor 
when I was like 15 years 
old, and after that I’ve done 
a few here and there in vari-
ous places.”

Strickland said he origi-
nally initiated the idea of a 
mural project for Talladega 
about 10 years ago after he 
was struck with inspiration.

“I had this idea original-

ly to do a mural over on that 
bridge over by the Alabama 
Institute for the Deaf and 
the Blind, to paint a big 
‘Welcome to Talladega’ 
sign over there,” he said. “I 
was going to do it for free 
and just have the city pay 
for supplies. I spoke with a 
city council member, and 
he really loved the idea, 
so we started getting stuff 
in place to present it. We 
took it to the city manager 
at the time, and she shut 
it down and said it wasn’t 
something the city needed 
or would want.”

The idea ultimately 
got tabled at a city council 
meeting, but that didn’t 
stop Strickland. He con-
tinued to push the issue 
and present ideas he had 
for murals around the city, 
though he said “it kept get-
ting handed to other peo-
ple” and he was never given 
the opportunity by the city. 
Not one to get discour-
aged, he found a different 
opportunity in the form of 
a naked wall on North St W 
in between the old apoth-
ecary building and the 

buildings on the square.
“I reached out to Blake 

Harris and Steve Camp, 
who own that building, and 
I asked them if I could do a 
mural on the side of their 
building in the alleyway,” 
Strickland said. “I saw this 
spot on the wall that looked 
like a polaroid photo and 
I thought, ‘I can do some-
thing with that.’”

The mural is of the old 
Martin Theatre, now the 
Historic Ritz Theatre, in 
the style of a polaroid pho-
tograph with “Talladega 
‘80” written underneath. 
The painting highlights the 
unique architecture of the 
building and the signature 
green paint so many people 
associate with the theater. 
With each stroke, Strick-
land has created a snapshot 
of sorts that brings forth a 
feeling like a strong nostal-
gic hug.

Strickland said the Mar-
tin Theatre mural is the first 
of a series he has planned 
that highlights the beauty 
and nostalgia of old down-
town Talladega.

“At the moment, I’m try-

ing to find building owners 
that have walls in alleyways 
or that are maybe a little 
bit hidden, because I want 
to do a series of what I’m 
going to call ‘The Polaroid 
Project,’ which is a series of 
murals in alleyways or hid-
den spots that look like big 
Polaroid photos of different 
historic locations or people 
from Talladega. It will kind 
of give people a chance to 
walk around town and do 
like a scavenger hunt look-
ing for all of the murals.”

Strickland said he ulti-
mately wants to be able 
to have an app that allows 
people to scan a QR code 
that he’ll put beside the 
murals, and people can 
collect all the murals on 
the scavenger hunt app. 
He said he also wants to 
try and partner with local 
businesses that would be 
willing to offer discounts 
or coupons for people who 
complete the whole Pola-
roid Project. Other ideas he 
said he’s thinking of paint-
ing are the original Talla-
dega hospital, the front of 
the first AIDB building, and 

historic figures from Talla-
dega.

“It’ll be a fun project for 
families to do around town 
together,” he said. “So not 
only are you getting people 
walking around downtown 
and enjoying it, you’re get-
ting them into local busi-
nesses and helping them 
out, too.”

Murals across Alabama 
have garnered significant 
attention in the past 10 
years due to social media 
apps like Instagram and 
TikTok, which are more 
visual and allow people 
who aren’t from the state to 
get a taste of the art it has 
to offer. Strickland said this 
could be used to bring new 
life to towns like Talladega. 

“I know people now, as 
far as families and things, 
they are becoming more 
visual, and they’re notic-
ing things like dilapidated 

buildings and old business-
es that are shut down, but 
they’re also noticing these 
murals that are standing 
out and giving new life and 
a new picture to the town 
— literally and figuratively,” 
he said. 

Strickland is still in 
the process of getting 
his visions and locations 
for the Polaroid Project 
mapped out, but he said 
he’s very excited at the 
potential the project holds. 

“I hope people have a 
lot of excitement about it,” 
he said. “Overall, there’s a 
lot of historic places and 
events located in Talladega. 
A lot of time when you tell 
someone you’re from Talla-
dega they go, ‘Oh, yeah you 
have the race track!’ And 
there is so much more his-
tory and more iconic things 
than the race track. They 
deserve to be seen too.”

David Strickland highlights his 
unique hometown through murals

“At the moment, I’m trying to find building owners that 
have walls in alleyways or that are maybe a little bit hidden, 

because I want to do a series of what I’m going to call ‘The 
Polaroid Project,’ which is a series of murals in alleyways or 
hidden spots that look like big Polaroid photos of different 

historic locations or people from Talladega. It will kind of give 
people a chance to walk around town and do like a scavenger 

hunt looking for all of the murals.” — David Strickland

Chris Norwood/The Daily Home
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Quick Lane
at

Town & Country Ford
1103 Martin Street North   |   Pell City, Alabama, 35125   

  205-525-4777   |   PellCityQuickLane.com

PROUDLY SERVING THE PELL CITY COMMUNITY!

• Free Alignment Check • Free Suspension Inspections • Road Force Tire Balance Available

Your complete Fluid Service Center
• Transmission • Coolant • Power Steering • Differential • Brakes

TRY OUR LOW PRICE TIRE GUARANTEE! WE WILL BEAT OUR COMPETITIONS PRICE!

Free Pick Up & Delivery
We are now offering FREE 

pick-up and return delivery for your 
FORD vehicle within 15 miles of our 

location.  Please ask your service 
advisor for details! (Note: Free 

pick-up does not include towing).

• Synthetic Blend Oil Change
• Tire Rotation and Pressure Check
• Brake Inspection
• Vehicle Checkup

The Works® and more

$7495

*Up to six quarts of Motorcraft® oil and Motorcraft or Omnicraft™ oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees extra. Hybrid 
battery test excluded. Offer valid 7/1/23 to 7/31/23. Offer not available in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Quick Lane® and 
Motorcraft® are registered trademarks of Ford Motor Company. Omnicraft™ is a trademark of Ford Motor Company. See participating 
U.S. Quick Lane® for exclusions and details through 7/31/23.

or less*

• Fluid Top-Off
• Battery Test
• Filter Check
• Belts and Hoses Check

The Works® and more® and more®

Quick Lane at Town & Country Ford, Pell City
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Oak Grove is small in size 
but big on community.

Mayor Tony White 
believes that the best thing 
about the town is its people. 
He moved from Sylacauga 
to Oak Grove in 1993, and it 
has been home for him ever 
since. The town, he says, 
welcomed him with open 
arms as if he had been there 
his entire life. First elect-
ed mayor in 2012, he has 
enjoyed watching the town 
and its residents grow. With 
a population just more than 
500, coming together as a 
town for such events as fall 
festival and the Christmas 
tree lightning is something 
many residents enjoy. 

White’s career in public 
service began at the turn of 
the century.

“In the summer of 1999, 
Charles Rogers was running 
for mayor and thought I 
would be a good fit to run for 
his seat on the city council,” 
he said. “I thought he was 
pulling my leg, but he was 
serious. He said he believed 
in me and believed I had 
what it takes. Rogers was 
like my hero. He was on the 
council, we went to the same 
church, and he meant a lot 
to me. In fact, we are still 
really good friends. But after 
thinking about his sugges-
tion and praying about it, I 
decided to go for it. Later, I 
decided to run for mayor.” 

He plans to seek anoth-
er term in 2025, and in an 
interview for My Hometown, 
he had the following to say.

Q: What has prompted 
voters to cast their bal-
lots for you?

White: I think it’s because 
I am doing a good job, hon-
estly. Since being elected 
in 2012, I have had no one 

run against me. So that is 
my guess, and the possibil-
ity that people also see my 
passion for the town and my 
desire to see it grow.
Q: What is the biggest 
challenge you have 
encountered as mayor?

White: Getting busi-
nesses and industries in 
the town. Oak Grove is in 
between two bigger cities, 
Childersburg is on one side, 
Sylacauga on the other, and 
Oak Grove is stuck in the 
middle. It’s hard to find land 
for business to come to. 
Those that have some avail-
able do not want to let go 
of it, despite the benefits it 
offers, such as that we don’t 
have property tax, which is 
really great in terms of busi-
ness, plus we are right next 
to an airport. To me, bring-
ing business here would be 
a no brainer, but it’s unfor-
tunately still a struggle and 
something we are working 
on weekly.
Q: What would you like 
to see happen in Oak 
Grove during the next 
five years?

White: I hope in the next 
five years that Oak Grove 
has new businesses to come 
in, which will generate 
more revenue, and that we 
can build a new town hall. 
This town hall is due for an 
upgrade. It was a general 
store, then a fire depart-
ment, and now the town hall 
and a senior center.
Q: What legacy do 
you hope to leave as 
mayor?

White: That all my efforts 
went into people and the 
employees here. For any 
time I make a decision, I 
want it to be the best for 
everyone. And just overall 
that I did my best to build 
Oak Grove to be great.

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  
Oak Grove

Tony White

Submitted photo

Tony White with FOX6 chief meteorologist Wes Wyatt at the Oak Grove Fall Festival



Page 12G Weekend Edition, July 22-23, 2023  MY HOMETOWN The Daily Home

Serving the community since 1848.
First Bank of Alabama is the oldest, continuously operating bank in Alabama. Since 1848, 

we’ve supported the people and organizations that have worked to make our towns and 

communities stronger. We’re proud to say we were first to invest in this area and dedicate 

ourselves to helping it grow, and we’ll always be here to ensure the people and businesses 

of this area are able to take advantage of all the opportunities the future holds.

fbal .bank  fbal .bank  ||    ||

1848 - 2023
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Powering our
communities

Forward.

800-273-7210 • 256-362-4180

844-582-3216 • 256-362-4780

877-618-9916 • 256-649-4669
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SIMPLY FRESH MARKET
US Highway 280 - Childersburg

256-872-0076

Come See Our Trees, Flowers
and Seasonal Plants!
• Fresh & Frozen Produce

• R&G Cattle Co. - Local Meat You Can Trust
• Alabama-Made Frozen Cakes

• Amish Cheeses, Jellies, Pickles and More!

R & G
Cattle Co.
Childersburg, Alabama 

       Locally Raised Beef & Pork, and Hay
            -Grain Fed Beef & Pork
            -Hormone & Antibiotic Free
            -USDA Inspected

Beef: Whole, Half and Quarter  |  Pork: Whole and Half

1030 Goins Road - Childersburg, AL 35044 
(256)510-2485
rgcattleco@gmail.com

Purchase: 
On Farm • Local Delivery

Owner B.J. Riley 
Family Owned & Operated for Over 24 years. 

"We take pride in raising top quality beef and 
pork for our communities, friends and family."

Inspired by the brave and bold bison – our time honored 
and forward powered mascot – students who attend 
SUSCC blaze new trails every day. 

Regardless of conditions, challenges, or circumstances, 
they press forward, empowered by the certainty that a 
Bison Nation education will lead them to create strong and 
successful lives and careers.

It’s time to blaze your own path at SUSCC! Call today to set 
up a campus tour, or visit us virtually at suscc.edu. It’s time 
to be Bison brave. It’s time to be Bison bold. 

It’s time toIt’s time to

BLAZE A NEW PATH.

Wadley  •  Opelika  •  Valley  •  SUSCC.edu
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We are accepting new patients

Quality Care For Your Smile 
At Every Age!

Family Dentistry

We accept most insurances including Medicaid
704 C Battle Street East, Talladega

256-362-6861

• Pediatric
• General
• Cosmetic
• Dentures
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Dr. Elaine Gissendaner

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

If Patrick Shirley had to watch cows 
jump over the moon, he would probably 
be counting them until the early hours of 
the morning. 

But that’s to be expected of someone 
who’s been a member of the St. Clair 
County Cattlemen’s Association for more 
than a decade. For him, cattle isn’t just a 
hobby or business but a way of life.

“I have such a love for animals because 
I was raised around them,” he said. “I grew 
up on a farm, and it’s what I have known 
all my life. I don’t do it 
for profit. I actually have 
a 40-hour job. Taking 
care of these animals 
is a hobby for me and 
something I love. When 
it comes to the financial 
aspect of things, I prob-
ably spend more effort 
taking care of them than 
making money on them. 
And don’t get me started 
on the amount of time I 
spend with them.  I can 
almost guarantee that 
my family and I spend 
the majority of our time 
taking care of and tending to them. This is 
an industry that is dying, and a lot of the 
old timers are selling their cattle because 
of the money and work that has to go into 
them. So what I do is definitely done out 
of love.” 

Shirely owns four bulls and 80-plus 
cows, and they all have calves. He owns 80 
acres, leases 500 acres, and cuts and bales 
his own hay. He’s been a member of the 
St. Clair County Cattlemen’s Association 
for 12 years, serving as its president since 
December. 

The local organization is a chapter of 
the Alabama Cattlemen’s Association 
(ACA), which has been around for more 
than 70 years. Before ACA was formed in 
1944, it was known as the Alabama Live-
stock Growers Association (ALGA) and 
worked to protect the cattle industry in the 
state. The ALGA became inactive in 1943 
but former leaders, members, and county 
extension agents created a new organiza-
tion, the ACA.

Organized to be a voice for cattlemen, 
membership is open to anyone who is 
interested. In fact, one does not even have 
to have cattle to join. According to Shirley, 
the purpose of the organization is to pro-
mote agriculture industries, help educate 
farmers, support local children in agricul-
tural endeavors, and give back to the com-
munity. To support the current generation 
and those to come, ACA awards scholar-
ships every year to students planning to 
study agriculture. 

“We put on a rodeo every year to raise 
money for these scholarships and to help 
fund agricultural events,” Shirley said. 

“In this year alone, we 
have been able to give 
out six scholarships in 
total. Four of the recip-
ients were high school 
students, and the other 
two were in college. The 
cattlemen’s association 
is very powerful and is 
truly a large association 
with members who all 
work together with the 
common goal of being 
there for one another 
and working to keep this 
industry alive and grow-
ing.”

The St. Clair County association has 
about 130 members, both men and 
women. The president describes the orga-
nization as “a group that sticks together 
and understands the passion” that goes 
into raising and taking care of cattle.

“I really enjoy being a part of this orga-
nization,” Shirley said. “I have met so many 
farmers and made so many connections. 
It’s like we all help each other out in any 
way we can. Then as far as life with cattle, 
that’s how I met my wife. She worked at 
a vet’s office and I had some sick calves, 
went in, saw her and I felt like I knew her 
already. As far as the upkeep of cattle, I 
think it’s pretty simple. You do their vacci-
nations, keep them healthy, give them hay 
in the winter because there’s no grass, and 
keep up your fences so they don’t get out. 
It’s not much to it, in my opinion. And no 
matter how many cows, calves, and bulls 
I have, seeing the babies being born is 
something I enjoy the most and never get 
tired of witnessing.”

St. Clair Cattlemen’s 
Association helps 

keep an industry alive 

DailyHome.com

Submitted photo

The local cattlemen’s association has awarded six scholarships during the past 
year.

Submitted photor

Patrick Shirley serves as president of the St. Clair 
Cattlemen’s Association.

“In this year 
alone, we have 
been able to 
give out six 
scholarships 

in total.”
— Patrick Shirley
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GAIN RELIEF & GAIN RELIEF & 
LOSE PAIN! LOSE PAIN! 

CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!
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Wood Appraisal 
Service

Dot H. Wood
State Certified Appraiser 

dotwood59@gmail.com
1704 Cogswell Avenue 
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

“It’s a privilege and service to 
be able to serve Odenville,” says 
Mayor Rodney “Buck” Christian. 
“I look at my role as a way to give 
back to the community. I moved 
here in 1986 from Jacksonville 
after graduating high school 
at 17. To grow up here in my 
late teen years has given me an 
advantage to have certain rela-
tionships within the community. 
I think it’s a true uniqueness to 
have familiarity with citizens.”

Christian has served as mayor 
since 2004, and most of his con-
stituents call him Buck — a nick-
name he’s had since childhood 
— rather than Rodney.

Odenville has a population 
of a little more than 5,000, filled 
with residents who are friendly 
and proud of their community. 
The city is known for the Mus-
tang Museum of America, a 
utilities board provides water 
to about two thirds of St. Clair 
County, and a chamber of com-
merce that hosts an annual car 
show that has become quite a 
hit. Then city’s current mayor 
and council members who were 
elected in 2004 have all been 
re-elected in each election since. 
“Those who I came in with are 
still the same people serving with 
me today,” the mayor said, add-
ing the following in an interview 
for My Hometown.

Q: What motivated you to 
serve as mayor?

Christian: I was a volunteer 
firefighter for 16 years. Aside 
from my parents, the fire chief 
had a great influence on me to 
give back to others. The chief 
pulled me to the side one day and 
said that I made rational deci-
sions and thought I should run 
for a council seat. I thought he 
was trying to stack the deck so he 
could get some favor in his direc-
tion, but that wasn’t the case. He 
was serious, and that inspired 
me to run for city council. In 

my decision to run for mayor, I 
saw the opportunity for growth, 
potential, to make a difference, 
and I wanted to act on that. 
Q: What motivated voters 
to cast their ballots for you?

Christian: One word, passion. 
I displayed a passion to serve. 
I was and am passionate about 
the community. Odenville is a 
good place to call home. When it 
comes to the people of Odenville, 
it doesn’t take long to feel like 
home. 
Q: What is the biggest chal-
lenge you have encoun-
tered as mayor?

Christian: I would say contin-
ued residential growth, because 
it needs to be at a pace where 
Odenville can keep up. I’m an 
action-reaction type of individ-
ual. I want the growth for the 
city, but I had to realize how, if 
the growth happens too quickly 
without the right preparation, it 
can be overwhelming. 
Q: What would you like to 
see happen in Odenville 
during the next five years?

Christian: I believe that we 
are going to have a surge in pop-
ulation. Odenville does not have 
zoning. We’ve had discussions 
about it; however, with resi-
dential and community growth 
without zoning and planning, 
we are setting ourselves up for 
failure. So I strongly recommend 
for residents to stay familiar with 
the city council and the minutes 
because that topic is one that 
is definitely a priority. Also, the 
community property at I-59 will 
continue to develop. I want it to 
be strongly noted that the com-
munity growth at I-59 will be the 
economic future for Odenville.
Q: Will you be running for 
another term?

Christian: Yes, it is my utmost 
intention to run again in 2025. 
Nevertheless, when the time 
comes that I step down, I hope to 
leave the legacy of honesty, integ-
rity, and a willingness to serve. 

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  
Odenville

Buck Christian

BY LACI BRASWELL
Special to The Daily Home 

A new horse riding 
center in Talladega is now 
open to the community. 

Sunny Days Farm offers 
horseback lessons, train-
ing, and even birthday 
parties. Situated on Bernie 
Station Road, it is owned 
and operated by Chelsey 
Batchelor, who expanded 
her family farm into an 
LLC, after taking a break 
from school during the 
Covid outbreak. 

“I wanted to provide 
something for the youth 
who may not necessarily 
play sports or do extracur-
riculars like band and art,” 
she said. “They need an 
outlet too.”

Despite the farm only 
being open to the public 
since August 2021, it has a 
roster of 65 students. “We 
currently have all ages and 
skill sets. The youngest 
student is 3, and the oldest 
is 68, so we are all learning 
different things. We start 
with the basics and try to 
have a good foundation.” 

The farm is home to 
40 horses, all with unique 
personalities. “Each of our 
students gets acquainted 
with the horses and rides 
the one that works best 
for them,” Batchelor said. 
“They really form a strong 
connection and bond with 
one another. 

Students travel from 
surrounding communities 
for lessons, including Lin-
coln, Pell City, Sylacauga, 
White Plains, and Talla-
dega. 

Sunny Days Farm also 
serves as the base for a 
traveling rodeo team.

“We compete in timed 
events and trail competi-
tions across the state,” said 

‘Horses are some of the most 
amazing teachers,’ owner says
It’s always sunny at Talladega 

County equestrian farm

Please see FARM | Page 7H
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BUSINESSES from decades past to decades to come.
Each year brings new opportunities for continuing growth and 

progress. These businesses in The Daily Home coverage area have 
shaped our communities' future. Read about them here.

000305369r1 

Over 175 Years
 

First Bank of Alabama

Talladega (256) 362-2334

Lincoln (205) 763-7763

Munford (256) 358-9000

Member FDIC

Over 160 Years

The Daily Home

Talladega (256) 362-1000

Pell City (205) 884-3400

dailyhome.com

101-159 Years

Alabama Bag

PO Box 576, Talladega

(256) 362-4921

Stringer, Montgomery &

Montgomery

138 East Street North

P.O. Box 74

Talladega, AL 35160

(256) 362-3154

James “Jake” Montgomery, Jr.

Davis Williamson

Thornton, Carpenter,

O’Brien, Lawrence,

Sims & Kulovitz

212 North St. W

Talladega

(256) 362-0081

Kilgroe Funeral Home

2219 2nd Ave N

Pell City, AL

(205)338-3341

Since 1908

Union State Bank

PO Box 647

Pell City

(205)884-1520

Since 1903

Presbyterian Home for 

Children

Founded in 1868

President Doug Marshall

905 Ashland Avenue

PHFC.org

256-362-2114

Email us at info@phfc.org

PHFC Thrift Store located at 

65364 AL Highway 77

256-213-0002

101-159 Years

Carter’s Hardware
Hwy 21 Munford
(256) 358-4971

Rose’s Shoes & Boots                  
1715-2nd Ave E.

Oneonta, Al  35121
205-853-8635

91-100 Years

Craddock Health Center
209 W Spring St.

Ste #200, Sylacauga
(256) 249-1100

Usrey-Brown Service
Funeral Home

516 North St., Talladega
(256) 362-2344

21271 Hwy 231 N, Pell City
(205) 338-0303

usreyfuneralhome.com

81-90 Years

Heritage South Credit 
Union

PO Box 128
Sylacauga (256) 245-4776

www.myhscu.com

Coosa Valley Electric 
Cooperative

69220 AL Hwy 77
Talladega

(256) 362-4180

Sylacauga Housing 
Authority

415 West 8th Street 
Sylacauga  (256) 249-0381

Usreyfuneralhome.com71-80 Years

Haynes Sewing 
Machine Co.

1008 Gurnee Ave.
Anniston (256) 236-2021

Eugene L. Evans, Mfg. Co.
401 So. Noble St. Anniston,

(256) 237-5821
awningsbyevans.com

Terry’s Metropolitan
Mortuary

1702 W Battle St.
Talladega

(256) 362-2421

71-80 Years

Porter & Porter Company

Talladega

(256) 362-4194

Porterandportercompany.com

Leeds Area Chamber of 

Commerce

7901 Parkway Dr

PO Box 900

Leeds (205)699-5001

Like Us On Facebook

Win South Credit Union

2950 Cogswell Ave

Pell City (205)338-7623

2460 Moody Pkwy

(205)702-6565

800-757-7302

winsouthcu.com

Crawford-Skinner 

Agency, Inc.

“Quality Service Since 1944”

6412 Main St.

Springville

(205)467-6777

Shocco Springs Baptist

Conference Center

1314 Shocco Springs Rd.

Talladega (256) 761-1100

shocco.org

Griffin’s Jewelers

Talladega • Pell City

Griffinsjewelers.com

(256) 362-909561-70 Years

Fairmont Realty 

506 N Broadway Ave

Sylacauga

(256)249-8574 

Fairmont@mysylacauga.com

Ragland Telephone    

630 Main St.

PO Box 577

Ragland (205)472-2141

www.ragland.net

Atkinson Real Estate

535 Broadway Avenue N

(256) 245-6782

61-70 Years

Pell City Heating & 

Cooling

331 Cogswell Ave

Pell City (205)338-2820

AL Cert# 17078

www.pellcityheatingandcooling.com

Murray’s Garage    

1600 9th St.

Leeds (205)699-6651

www.murraysgarage.net      

Southern Alloy 

Corporation

President

Billy T. Bobbitt

36280 US Hwy 280

P.O. Box 1168

Sylacauga, AL  35150

256-245-5237

Career Opportunities

dturner@southernalloy.com

www.southernalloy.com

(256) 362-899551-60 Years

Midway Memory Gardens

27950 AL Hwy 21

Talladega

(256) 362-8995

Sylacauga Marine & ATV

2670 Old Birmingham Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 245-8920

Owners:

Lee Holmes

Ray Holmes

Robb Peoples

Storey’s Tax Service

111 Court St. N

Talladega (256) 362-5571

Facebook@storeystaxservice

Michael's Men's Wear

127 Court Square West

(256) 362-2631

Jean’s Flowers

Flowers for Every Occasion

2606 Moody Blvd.

Moody

(205)640-5451

jeansflowersmoody@gmail.com

jeansflowersonline.com

51-60 Years
 

Johnny J. Smith & Son’s 

Construction Co.         

2623 Martin St. S.

Pell City 

(205)338-2050

www.jjsandsonconstruction.com

Patterson Pharmacy   

7513 Parkway Dr.

Leeds

(205)699-5113

Alfa Insurance

Jim Wilson, Agent UTCF

Brooke Tollison

2206 Martin St. S.

Pell City (O) (205)884-3470

Jim (C) (205) 566-8523

Brooke (C) (205)473-9080

www.alfains.com

Facebook@Storestaxservice41-50 Years

Davis Carpet

59400 AL Hwy 77 S

Talladega (256) 362-5636

Community Funeral 

Home

511 Edgewood Dr.

Sylacauga

(256) 245-5701

www.communityfuneralhome.org

Blair and Parsons 

1711 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City (205)884-3440

Gaston Construction, Inc.

PO Box 2007

Sims Funeral Service

431 W Battle St., Talladega

(256) 362-9095

Isabel Anderson Comer 

Museum & Arts Center

711 North Broadway Ave

Sylacauga (256)245-4016

Facebook Comer Museum

FREE ADMISSION!

Taylor Rental

206 Tinney St. S

Talladega (256) 362-2433

41-50 Years

First House Chinese 

Restaurant

107 Johnson Ave.

Talladega

(256) 362-0505

Since 1979

Superior Machine and 

Pattern, Inc.

38001 Al Hwy 21

Talladega (256) 362-1385

State Farm Insurance

Sheila Curtis, Agent

420 West Ft. Williams St.

Sylacauga

(256) 249-8188

704 Battle St. East

Talladega

(256) 362-4930

sheila.curtis.jrm9@statefarm.com

Midway Auto Parts

47815 Hwy 78 E, Lincoln

(205) 763-7756

SafeGuard Corporation

Est. 1978

39610 Hwy 280

Sylacauga

(256) 207-2101

Fax (256) 207-2102

Owners:

Jamie Carpenter

Matt Carpenter

Angie Hughes

Sheila Hatchett

Ford Meter Box Co. Inc.
815 Miles Pkwy

Pell City (205)884-4480

www.fordmeterbox.com

Pell City Chamber of 
Commerce

1000 Bruce Etheredge Pkwy

Ste 105

Pell City

(205)338-3377

Trammel, Harper & 
Williams, Inc. 

1607 S. Martin St, Ste. 4

Pell City, Al

(205)884-3444

www.thwinc.com

lphillips@thwinc.com

Sheila Hatchett31-40 Years

Security Plus Storage

35750 AL Hwy 21

(256) 362-3195

Barber Properties

35750 AL Hwy 21

(256)362-3195

Tallatron

35960 Hwy 21

Talladega

(256) 761-1228

License No. 187

Hair Impressions

212 East St. N

Talladega (256) 362-7777

Owner/Stylist:

Bobby Williamson

S&R Body Shop

506 Korreckt Dr.

Lincoln (205) 763-1905

Reliable Transmission

129 Broome St.

Talladega (256) 761-1220

Clark’s Insurance

106 S Court Square

Talladega (256) 362-3548

Talladega Auto Parts

35450 Highway 21

Talladega

 (256) 362-1770

Kell Realty

17 Court St. West

Ashville (205)594-5391

www.kellrealty.com

Caran Wilbanks

2319 Cogswell Ave

Ste. 101

Pell City

(205) 338-7320

caranw@era-king.com

Cropwell Small Animal 

Hospital   

2308 Mays Dr

Pell City

(205)338-3556

Metro Bank

800 Martin St. So.

Pell City (205)884-2265

31-40 Years

Royal Foods Inc.

1904 16th Ave. So.

Pell City

(205)884-1040

Logan Martin Vet Clinic    

1220 Martin St. S

Pell City

(205)884-3412

 Sylacauga Pediatrics 

Clinic

115 W Clay St

Sylacauga

(256) 245-3267

Summit Pediatrics Clinic

134 Foothills Parkway

Chelsea, AL 35043

1200 Providence Park Suite 100

Birmingham, AL 35242

Talladega Office

Machines

30 N Spring St., Talladega

(256) 362-2883

Piggly Wiggly

320 W Battle St.

Talladega (256) 362-7949

125 Bear Parkway

Lincoln (205) 763-7112

21-30 Years

Sharon Thomas
Broker/Owner

Re/max Hometown
Properties

30 Comer Ave.
Pell City

(205) 365-8875
sharon@sharonthomas.net

Payne Science Pest
Management Company

106 Stonegate Circle
Lincoln

(256) 362-2800
Owner: Kyle Payne

SAFE
Sylacauga Alliance for 

Family Enhancement, Inc.
78 Betsy Ross Lane

PO Box 1122
Sylacauga, AL 35150

(256)245-4343
safefamilyservicescenter.com

Follow us on Facebook too!

21-30 Years

OMYA Alabama Inc.

2071 Sylacauga-Fayetteville 

Hwy

Sylacauga

(256)208-4100

Lincoln Pharmacy

99 Magnolia St.

Lincoln

(205) 763-7759

Celebrations

3005 Martin St. S

Pell City (205)884-8632

Express Shipping

1910 Cogswell Ave.

Pell City

(205)338-2824

Sarah Brazzolotto, LLC

Attorney at Law 

1908 Cogswell Ave

Pell City

(205) 884-7726

Bain & Co. CPA

1609 Cogswell Ave 

Pell City

(205)884-2332

Guadalajara Mexican 

Restaurant

Hwy 231 S. Towne Park Plaza

Ste 10

Pell City

(205)884-2195

Leaps Academy Inc.

Day School and Therapy 

Center

2806 John Haynes Dr.

Pell City

(205)884-7621

leapsacademyinc@outlook.com

Oakridge Outdoor Power 

Equipment Inc.

14303 Hwy 411

Odenville

(205)629-2270

www.oakridgepowerequipal.com

21-30 Years

J & K Tires & Service, LLC  

1667 Wood St

Steele

(256)570-0777

www.jandktire.com

jandktires@gmail.com

Woods Surfside Marina

37 Marina Dr.

Cropwell

(205)525-5533

woodssurfside.com

Head Chiropractic

1013 W Fort Williams St.

Sylacauga

(256) 245-2258

Zion Memorial Funeral 

Home

1881 Goodwater Hwy 511

Sylacauga (256) 245-1454

Brian Sims

Alahomes Realty, LLC

112 Court Square S Talladega

(256)368-9008

Heather Roberts-Realtor

alahomes.com

Radney-Smith 

Funeral Home

320 North Elm Ave.

(256) 245-1616

Grizzard Living Aids

1227 Noble St.

Anniston, AL 36201

(256) 237-2006

Owner: Terry Grizzard

Piggly Wiggly

1070 1st St. NW

Childersburg (256) 378-5795

1244 Talladega Hwy

Sylacauga (256) 249-4836

1351 W Ft. Williams St.

Sylacauga (256) 249-8989

16-20 Years

Coosa Valley Respiratory 
& Home Medical

201 West Fort Williams St., 

Ste. 28

Sylacauga

(256)245-1411

16-20 Years

ServPro of St Clair County

Shirley Kujan

2918 Stemley Bridge Rd.

Pell City, Al

 (205)362-7431

skugan@servpro9264.com

Like Us On Facebook

Food Barn

43 Providence Rd

Ragland

(205)472-2178

Like Us on Facebook

Moody Realty

Paula Krafft, Realtor

(205)365-9612

(205)640-7671

www.moodyrealtyal.com

paula@moodyrealtyal.com

Joiner Plumbing Services

2030 Old Coal City Rd

Pell City

(205)814-4504

Lincoln Chiropractic

47795 US HWY 78

Lincoln (205)763-2222

Lincolnchiropractic.org

Southland Golf Cart

2945 Logan Martin Dam Rd.

Vincent

(205)525-0131

www.southlandgolfcarts.com

11-15 Years

Express Pharmacy

320 W Battle St.

(Inside Piggly Wiggly)

Talladega

(256) 362-1120

Jazz M’ Up   

1607 Martin St. S 

Ste 1

Pell City (205)884-7387

doggroomer@petlover.com

Like Us on Facebook

11-15 Years

Aardwolf Termite & Pest 

Control

290 Lock 4 Rd.

Riverside 

(205)338-6615

www.aardwolfpest@att.net

Like Us On Facebook

Tina Stallings

Realtor

Fields/Gossett Realty

508 Martin St So.

Pell City

(205)337-8509

tinastallings212@msn.com

A Kut Above Detail Shop

2105 Martin St. So.

Pell City

(205)814-1911

Town & Country Ford  

I-20 exit 158 Hwy 231

Pell City

(205)338-9463

www.pellcityford.com

Salon 4 You

3315 Dr. John Haynes Dr.

Pell City

(205)299-6515

Ladonna Phillips

Hairstylist/Owner

6-10 Years

Quick Lane Tire & Auto 

Center

At Town & Country Ford

1103 Martin St. No.

Pell City

(205)525-4777

www.quicklane.com

Pop The Top

704B Battle Street E

Talladega

(256)268-8036

Diesel Monkey Inc.

Trussville

(205)801-9266

6-10 Years

Daylight Donuts

705 Martin St. N., Ste. 2

Pell City

(205)338-8700

Facebook.com/daylight.

pellcity

Wanda’s Silk Flowers

3508 Cogswell Ave

Pell City

(205)913-1942

Like Us on Facebook

1-5 Years

Overstock Mattress & Beds

8105 Parkway Dr.

Leeds

(205)597-4994

X-Dross Jewelry

1607 Martin St. So., Ste 1

Pell City

(205)-352-5423

jamesadenney10@gmail.com

Springville Small Engine

5270 US Hwy 11

Springville

205-467-0373

Like Us on Facebook

Morgan Munn

Realtor

ERA King Real Estate

2319 Cogswell Ave.,

 Suite 101

Pell City

(256)223-0838

morganm@eraking.com

morganmunnrealestate.com

Ace Hardware

2640 Martin St. So.

Pell City, Al  

(205)813-0011

Like Us on Facebook

Dega Signs, Designs & 

Awards, LLC

210 North St W  Suite C

Talladega, AL 35160

256-649-5520

talladegasigns@gmail.com
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Lucy K. Ballard, MD. F.A.C.O.G.
Cynthia Cater, MD, F.A.C.O.G.

Lawrence Jones, MD, F.A.C.O.G.
Cynthia Goldsmith-Fletcher, MD, F.A.C.O.G.

Jackie Facklam, C.R.N.P.
Christy Hollingsworth, C.R.N.P.
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Leeds Water Works Board is a Proud Member ofLeeds Water Works Board is a Proud Member of

Leeds
Water Works Board

Excellence in Water & Service, Est. 1943Excellence in Water & Service, Est. 1943

8651 Thornton Ave, Leeds, AL 350948651 Thornton Ave, Leeds, AL 35094
Phone (205) 699-5151Phone (205) 699-5151

Hours 8:00 AM – 4:45 PMHours 8:00 AM – 4:45 PM

Board MembersBoard Members
Eddie Moore  - ChairmanEddie Moore  - Chairman

Mike Hall  - Vice ChairmanMike Hall  - Vice Chairman
Cary Kennedy - SecretaryCary Kennedy - Secretary
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Baseball has been described as sym-
bolic to American culture, part of a trifecta 
that also includes hot dogs and apple pie. 

It’s called America’s 
pastime and the perfect 
sport. Its terminology 
has become part of the 
national vernacular. It’s 
played in venues that 
range from massive 
Major League stadiums 
to recreation league dia-
monds in small towns 
from Long Island to Pas-
adena.

It is on those small 
fields that many believe 
the best baseball is 

played – baseball that isn’t played for mil-
lions of dollars in compensation or lucra-
tive endorsement deals, but simply for the 
fun of the game and being with friends.

Talladega County is home to many such 
venues, and this year The Daily Home’s 
chief photographer Bob Crisp and sports 
writer Chris Fernsler were on hand to 
document the beginning and end of the 
spring youth baseball season in the town 
of Munford. Bob’s photos were taken on 
opening day, and each image tells a story 

in itself. The looks on the youngsters’ faces, 
the intensity in their eyes, the eye black 
stains on their faces, and the dirt stains on 
their uniforms attest to how much they’re 
enjoying themselves.

When Chris attended Munford’s 
6-and-Under championship, the players 
were happy to tell him how much fun they 
had. 

“We play hard and catch the ball,” a five-
year-old second baseman said.

“We hit the ball and throw fast,” the 
youngster’s counterpart on third added. “I 
know how to throw the ball to first base.”

“We have a lot of players who can hit 
good,” the team’s catcher proudly told 
Chris.

While most who take the field in youth 
leagues will later occupy Major League 
stadiums as fans rather than players, that’s 
okay. It’s been said that sometimes you 
don’t know the value of a moment until it 
become a memory, and baseball continues 
to provide memories that last a lifetime. 
For many who are now adults, a part of 
them will always be squinting into the sun, 
sliding into second, and celebrating with 
their friends on the baseball fields of their 
youth.

FIELDS OF DREAMS

Buddy
Roberts

Photos by Bob Crisp/The Daily Home



The Daily Home  MY HOMETOWN   Weekend Edition, July 22-23, 2023 Page 7H

320 North Elm Avenue   
 Sylacauga, AL 35150

www.radneysmith.com

256-245-1616

Honoring Lives with the
 Highest Standards of 

Service and Dignity

RESPONSIBLY SERVING THE COMMUNITIES 
WE ARE PRIVILEGED TO BE A PART OF!

000305235r1

• In-person Arrangements and Pre-planning
  Consultations, Here or at Your Location
• Phone, Email and Web Arrangements 
   Available
• Personalized Services
• Web and Phone Pre-Planning Consultations 
• On-Site Catering Available

220 Fredia St., Ste 102
Ragland, Alabama 35131

205-472-0400

TOWN OF 
RAGLAND

Richard Bunt-Mayor
Carlton Byers-Councilmember/Mayor 

Pro-tem District 1
David Yance-Councilmember District 2

Pat Ford-Councilmember District 3
Brian Phillips-Councilmember District 4
Corey Gardner-Councilmember District 5

www.townofragland.org
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City Hall
211 8th Street 

Ashville, AL 35953
205.594.4151

City of Ashville

www.cityofashville.org

Edward Roscoe Lane, Robin L. Bowlin, 
Mayor Derrick L. Mostella, Sue Price, R. 

Denise Williams & Shirley Smith

Mayor and Councilmembers
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Batchelor, who added that 
starting the riding center 
and growing up around 
horses has been a learning 
process. 

“My family and just 
being raised on this farm 
has taught me so much. 
My family has worked hard 
for generations, so a little 
bit of hard work, dirt, and 
sweat doesn’t scare any of 
us. I feel like this way of life 
is a dying breed. I wanted 
to share it with kids who 
aren’t able to grow up like I 
did. I think this farm, hors-
es, and hard work can keep 
one grounded. I wanted the 
younger generation to have 
the opportunity to come 
out and give it a try.” 

She believes being 
around horses is something 
everyone should experi-
ence.

“Something magical 
happens when I see my 
students lay their hands 
on these horses,” she said. 
“There’s nothing in this 
world like these animals. 
Horses are some of the 
most amazing teachers I’ve 
ever had. They teach so 
much more than just how 
to ride or compete. They 
teach hard work, grit, com-
passion, selflessness, and 
so many other things I feel 
can’t be taught the same as 
it can on a farm.”

Horses, she continued, 
are incredibly instinctive.

“I can have the worst 
day ever, and I feel it all 
drift away as soon as I 
step out in the barnyard. 
Horses are different from 
a machine. They feel and 
they know when a human 
is off, and they try to help 
on the bad days. There’s 
nothing like the feeling of 
a thousand-pound animal 
coming up and giving you 
the sweetest kindest touch 
because they know you 
don’t feel good, or have had 
a bad day.”

Batchelor finds it equally 
rewarding to work with her 
students. 

“I love watching my 
students grow and become 
amazing riders,” she said. 
“It’s an indescribable feel-

ing to see a kid start from 
scratch and then have a first 
place ribbon in the show 
pen. I wouldn’t trade the 
long hours for anything. It’s 
the best decision I’ve ever 
made.”

FARM
Continued from Page 3F

Submitted photos

Sunny Days Farm has a 
waitlist for lessons. For 
more information, call 
256-493-9782 or visit 
www.facebook.com/
sunnydaysfarmllc.

The Daily Home

ONLINE

Like The Daily Home on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/DailyHomenewspaper

Follow on Twitter: 
@DailyHome

On the web at
DailyHome.com
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Auto PartsMidway
Full Line Auto Parts,Full Line Auto Parts,

Automotive Paint & SuppliesAutomotive Paint & Supplies

Highway 78 • Lincoln, AL

Auto Parts 205-763-7756

STOREY’S TAX SERVICESTOREY’S TAX SERVICE

111 Court Street North • Talladega

256-362-5571

Years of valuable experience as an IRS 
registered tax preparer.

Tax preparation, tax planning, bookkeeping, 
and so much more.

YEAR 
ROUND 
SERVICE

For tax preparation you can count on

Serving Talladega Area Since 1970

•Bobcat Loaders 
•Trenchers
•Airless Paint Sprayers
•Air Compressors
•Breaking & Demo Hammers

•Cut-Off & Concrete Saws
•Scaffolding
•Linens - Many Colors
•Canopy Tents
•Tables (All Sizes)

•Chairs
•Chafing Dishes
•Inflatables

206 S. Tinney St., Talladega • 256-362-2433
Mon. - Fri. 7 am - 5 pm

Center®

Serving ContraCtorS, Do-it-YourSelferS, CatererS, 
Meeting anD PartY PlannerS in the tallaDega region

LOCAL
Buy. Enjoy. Support.

Shop

AFFORDABLE SERVICES 
STARTING AT

ONLY $4995
www.terrysmortuary.com  256.362.2421

Terry ’s Mortuary
SERVING TALLADEGA AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

SATISFACTORY SERVICE 
RENDERED FOR OVER 50 YEARS

000305258r1 

BILL STANFORD AUTOMOTIVEBILL STANFORD AUTOMOTIVE
GET MORE - SAVE MORE!

411 EAST ST. NO., TALLADEGA
(BETWEEN THE RAILROAD TRACKS AND JACK’S)

256-268-8995
www.billstanfordautomotive.com

2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 
1500 CREW CAB  Stock #: 413955 

$29,990
* plus taxes, title and doc fee extra.

2016 CHEVROLET CRUZE 
4DR SDN AUTO LS  Stock #: 281081  

$10,990
* plus taxes, title and doc fee extra.

1104 Ashland Hwy.  |  256-362-2208
Mon.-Fri. 7-5, Sat. 7-3, Closed Sunday

BEST BRANDS AROUND
Benjamin Moore Paint • Stihl Power Equipment 

• Big Green Egg • Traeger • Blackstone

Shop Us for all Your Building Supplies & Home Needs.

The helpful place.

www.griffinlaserengraving.com
•Awards •Trophies 
•Powder Coating 
•Personalized Yeti  
 Products
•Abaco Sunglasses
•UV Color Printing 
•And So Much More!

Kandi Griffin, Owner

47762 Hwy 78 • Lincoln, AL • 205-763-0000 
Mon-Fri 10-5:00

 griffinlaser@gmail.com
“All Things YETI”“All Things YETI”

Check us out on 
FACEBOOK

WE MAKE IT THE WAY YOU WANT IT!

LINCOLN PHARMACY

205-763-7759

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PHARMACY

Friendly, helpful service with a wide 
range of convenient products.

99 Magnolia St., South • Lincoln

Open: Mon.-Fri. 
8:30 a.m.-6 p.m., 

Sat. 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Off

Men’s Wear 
On The Square Talladega - 256-362-2631

Store Hours Mon.- Sat. 9-6

Suit Sale
$99.95 & up

Over 1200 
Suits

BUTANE & PROPANE GAS

218 Coosa St. E.,Talladega  
Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 4 pm

Dependable & Affordable Propane Service

Residential • Commercial

256-362-2651

NO ROUTES

EXPRESS 
PHARMACY

No Waiting • Convenient Drive Thru • No Automated Phone Lines

Located inside The Piggly Wiggly on Battle St., Talladega

256-362-1120

www.fbal.bank

69680 AL Highway 77
Talladega, AL 35160

256-649-4669  •  1-877-618-9916

69636 AL Highway 77
Talladega, AL 35160

256-362-4780 • 1-844-582-3216

A Subsidiary of:

69636 AL Highway 77
Talladega, AL 35160

256-362-4780 • 1-844-582-3216

A Subsidiary of:

69680 AL Highway 77
Talladega, AL 35160

RACHEL HAYNES

CLARK’S

106 S. Court Square

OF TALLADEGA
•RESIDENTIAL  
•BUSINESS  
•COMMERCIAL
•GARAGE LIABILITY

LOURAINE ROBERTS

INSURANCE CENTER

256-362-3548

 256-589-6071 256-589-6071

Mitchell MowingMitchell Mowing
No Yard Too Big or Small!No Yard Too Big or Small!

Drew Mitchell - Drew Mitchell - OwnerOwner

JEFFRY CAMP • IRS - RTRP
campy147@hotmail.com

220 Henderson Ln.|Talladega, AL 35160
256-268-7489

TAX AND ACCOUNTING SPECIALIST

IT’S TAXIT’S TAX SeasonSeason
521 Battle Street521 Battle Street

Talladega, ALTalladega, AL
 256-589-3947256-589-3947

Drew & Michael MitchellDrew & Michael Mitchell
Owner/Independent Owner/Independent 
Herbalife DistributorHerbalife Distributor

Monday - Friday - 6:30AM - 6PMMonday - Friday - 6:30AM - 6PM
Saturday - 8AM - 3PM, Sunday - 10AM - 2PMSaturday - 8AM - 3PM, Sunday - 10AM - 2PM

TALLADEGA OFFICE MACHINES, LLC
30 Spring St. N.

Talladega, AL 35160

256-362-2883
Fax 256-362-6444

Sharp Copiers 
& Fax Machines

Sales and Service
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PellCityFord.com
“Experience Our Award Winning Attitude”

Pell City, AL  |  Pell City, AL  |  205-884-0000  |  205-884-0000  |  1-20 • Exit 158 • Hwy 2311-20 • Exit 158 • Hwy 231

OVER 300
F-150’S IN INVENTORY

0% APR AVAILABLE

ABOVE MARKET VALUE APPRAISALS
*WE NEED YOUR TRADE IN*

ALL REASONABLE OFFERS ACCEPTED

SAVE THOUSANDS!
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Imad Khdair,
 M.D.

Ammar Aldaher,
M.D.

Stephen R. Bowen, 
Ph.D., M.D.

Laura G. 
Deichmann, M.D.

WH ERE YOU R H EALT H MAT T ERS MOST

Coosa Valley Medical Plaza
209 West Spring Street, Suite 200

Sylacauga, Alabama 35150

256-245-5241

www.craddockhealthcenter.comCRADDOCK
Health Center

We want you to know that you and 
your good health are important to us. 

We appreciate the trust you place in us, 
and we will do everything possible to 

meet your health care needs.
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Mayor Timothy Ragland is 
the youngest person to serve as 
mayor in Talladega in this centu-
ry. As the first Black mayor of the 
city and almost four years into his 
first term, he is a product of the 
very community he serves, find-
ing it an honor to have the oppor-
tunity to give back to the city that 
raised him. 

“I was born and raised in Tal-
ladega, and I have a deep connec-
tion to this city,” he said. “I gradu-
ated from Talladega High School 
in 2009. This city has a rich histo-
ry and a strong sense of commu-
nity. As a child, I witnessed the 
unity and resilience of the people 
of Talladega. It’s a place where 
neighbors know and support one 
another and where people come 
together in times of need. My 
experiences and understanding 
of the community’s strengths and 
challenges have helped guide my 
leadership decisions and initia-
tives. I am committed to working 
tirelessly to improve all of Talla-
dega residents’ quality of life and 
ensure a prosperous future for 
our hometown.”

Talladega has a population 
of more than 15,000 and it is 
expected to increase. The city 
is home to the Alabama Insti-
tute for the Deaf and Blind (an 
educational institution that 
provides specialized education 
and services to individuals with 
sensory impairments), as well 
as Talladega College, a historical 
Black college that has been a 
pillar for education and cultural 
heritage for more than 150 years. 
For entertainment, the city is 
associated with the renowned 
Talladega Superspeedway, one of 
the most famous NASCAR tracks 
in the country. 

“As the mayor, I am committed 
to preserving and showcasing 
our city’s distinctive qualities,” 
Ragland said. “We will continue 
to invest in initiatives supporting 
education, fostering inclusivity, 
promoting tourism, and ensur-
ing that Talladega remains a city 
known for its esteemed institu-
tions, thrilling races, and rich his-

tory for generations to come.”
Ragland had the following to 

say in an interview for My Home-
town.

Q: What motivated you to 
serve as mayor?

Ragland: Leadership is not 
about personal gain but about 
serving others and working 
toward the betterment of the 
community as a whole. I wanted 
to be a voice for the people, to 
advocate for their needs and con-
cerns, and to bring about positive 
change. As mayor, I have the priv-
ilege of collaborating with com-
munity members, local organiza-
tions, and government entities to 
address our challenges and seize 
opportunities for growth. Every 
day, I wake up motivated by the 
idea that I can make a difference 
in the lives of the people of Talla-
dega. Talladega is more than just 
a place to me; it’s a part of who I 
am. That deep connection, com-
bined with my passion for service 
and dedication to our communi-
ty, motivated me to step forward 
and take on the role of mayor.
Q: What enabled you to 

serve as mayor?
Ragland: I believe a few 

aspects stood out to the residents 
and contributed to their decision 
in my election. First and fore-
most, the fact that I am the city’s 
first Black mayor holds signifi-
cant symbolism and represents a 
milestone for our community. It 
signifies progress, inclusivity, and 
a step towards equal representa-
tion in our leadership. Being the 
youngest mayor in over a century 
also caught the attention of the 
residents. It demonstrated a fresh 
perspective, energy, and a dif-
ferent generational outlook. The 
younger generation saw in me 
someone who could understand 
their concerns, aspirations, and 
the evolving needs of our com-
munity. Moreover, my deep roots 
in Talladega played a crucial role 
in resonating with the residents. 
Having been born and raised 
here, graduating from Talladega 
High School, and being an active 
member of the community, I 
had firsthand experience and 
a personal connection to the 
challenges and opportunities we 
face. This familiarity and shared 

experience built trust and relat-
ability with the voters. Ultimately, 
the residents of Talladega saw in 
me a candidate who represent-
ed diversity, fresh perspectives, 
and a deep understanding of 
our community’s needs. They 
entrusted me with serving our 
city, and I am honored to have 
their support.
Q: What is the biggest chal-
lenge you have encoun-
tered as mayor?

Ragland: Recognizing that, 
despite my passion and dedica-
tion, I do not have the authority 
to do everything I believe needs 
to be done. As much as I would 
like to solve all the challenges 
facing our city single-handedly, 
the reality is that decision-mak-
ing involves collaboration with 
other government entities, com-
munity stakeholders, and limited 
resources. Balancing the various 
interests and finding common 
ground can be a complex task. 
However, I remain committed to 
working tirelessly and engaging 
with others to address our chal-
lenges, seeking innovative solu-
tions, and striving to impact our 

residents’ lives positively.
Q: What would you like to 
see happen in Talladega 
during the next five years?

Ragland: First and foremost, 
I would like to see sustainable 
population growth. We can 
strengthen our community and 
create a more vibrant and diverse 
environment by attracting new 
residents and retaining our 
talented workforce. Economic 
development is another crucial 
aspect I am focused on. I want 
to foster an environment that 
attracts new businesses, pro-
motes entrepreneurship, and 
provides opportunities for our 
local workforce. By strategically 
investing in infrastructure, sup-
porting small businesses, and 
collaborating with regional part-
ners, we can stimulate economic 
growth and create a thriving busi-
ness ecosystem in Talladega.
Q: Will you be running for 
another term?

Ragland: I am delighted to 
announce that I will be running 
for another term. I am deeply 
committed to the continued 
progress and prosperity of Tal-
ladega, and there is still much 
more work to be done. Running 
for another term allows me to 
build upon the foundation we 
have laid during my current 
tenure. Over the years, we have 
made significant strides in eco-
nomic development, community 
engagement, and infrastructure 
improvements. However, there is 
still more to accomplish to ensure 
our city’s sustainable and thriving 
future. I am motivated by the pos-
itive changes we have witnessed 
and the potential for even greater 
achievements. I am passionate 
about serving the residents of Tal-
ladega, and my experience, dedi-
cation, and vision will continue to 
benefit our community. I firmly 
believe in the power of consistent 
leadership to drive long-term 
change. By seeking another term 
as mayor, I am making a commit-
ment to our residents to continue 
working tirelessly, listening to 
their concerns, and advocating 
for their needs.. 

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  Talladega
Timothy Ragland

Submitted photoar

Timothy Ragland with Talladega High School students who participated in the Mayor’s Summer 
Internship program.
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2401 Stemley Bridge Rd., Ste 15
Pell City, Alabama 35128

(205) 814-1775

Manicures & 
Pedicures

Acrylic Nails
Gels Nails

Dipping Powder
Polish Change

T.A.P. Gel

Gift Certificates 
Available!
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408 S. 5th St., 21 & 23 Ironaton Rd. • Talladega

Seniors 62 years and older.
Social Activities ~ Community Gardens

~ Services Coordinator ~

Talladega’s Premier 
Senior Living

View Apartment Info @ spm.net

Presbyterian Oaks I   - 256-362-5218
Presbyterian Oaks II  - 256-761-2469
Presbyterian Oaks III - 256-362-2202

Where communities are built, apartments 
become homes and residents are like family.

Non-Smoking Property ~ Rent based on income
~ Generous Utility Allowance ~

000302526r1

408 S. 5th St., 21 & 23 Ironaton Rd. • Talladega

Seniors 62 years and older.
Social Activities ~ Outings ~ Community Gardens

~ Onsite Benefits & Services Coordinator ~

Talladega’s Premier 
Senior Living

View Apartment Info @ spm.net

Presbyterian Oaks I   - 256/362-5218
Presbyterian Oaks II  - 256/761-2469
Presbyterian Oaks III - 256/362-2202

Where communities are built, apartments 
become homes and residents are like family.

Non-Smoking Property ~ Rent based on income
~ Generous Utility Allowance ~

000277994R1

Presbyterian Oaks
Apartments I, II & III

MARY’S MINI WAREHOUSE
Trust Your Belongings With Us!

2404 Forrest Lane
Pell City, AL 35128 marysminiwarehouse.com

Mary's Mini Warehouse is the area's 
go-to for self-storage, big or small.

 205-884-4061
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BY FAITH DORN
Special to The Daily Home 

The Pell City Chamber of Commerce 
hosted the 24th annual Hometown Block 
Party in June. 

Urainah Glidewell, the chamber’s exec-
utive director, believes attendance was 
15,000-18,000 people, with steady crowds 
all day. 

“We were very excited about the Block 
Party this year,” she said. “We had great 
bands and over 100 vendors. The car show 
was great, and our kids area was super 
fun thanks to C&M  Southern Midways 
Eastaboga and Foam Zone Parties from 
Odenville. We had a DJ, Cory O’Neal Jr.,in 
the kids area.”

There were only two stages for music 
this year, but Glidewell says the chamber 

is looking to add a third stage again next 
year. Music acts included The WingNuts, 
Kudzu, and Greg White Band.

Glidewell credits many people and 
organizations with the success of this 
year’s event. 

“Our chamber board of directors are 
wonderful at helping out and so are our 
chamber ambassadors,” she said. “The 
sheriff’s department was able to help with 
heavy lifting. Of course, the Scouts helped 
pick up trash and keep everything clean: 
Cub Scout Pack 199, Boy Scout Troop 4199, 
and Girl Scout Troop 5199.

“Our capital campaign sponsors are 
wonderful,” she continued. “We would 
not be able to do all the events we do 
without them. They support the Pell City 
Chamber of Commerce throughout the 
year, but especially with the Block Party. 

It is the biggest event we do, so of course, 
that incurs the biggest cost when you think 
about stages, electrical and insurance.” 

Platinum sponsors this year were Ala-
bama Power, AOD Federal Credit Union, 
America’s First Federal Credit Union 
(AmFirst), Buffalo Rock, Complete Health, 
Coosa Pines, Federal Credit Union, Ford 
Meter Box, Specialty Printing, and Vulcan 
Tire & Automotive. 

Gold sponsors were Gilreath Printing, 
Metro Bank, Rausch Coleman Homes, and 
WinSouth Credit Union. 

Silver sponsors this year were Alabama 
GlasTek, Bill Hereford, Lakeside Hospice, 
the Law Office of Blair & Parsons P.C., Pru-
ett Realty Group, Signature Realty, Union 
State Bank, and Webb Concrete. 

This year’s bronze sponsors were Allied 
Mineral Products, Chemscape Lawn 

Services, Engineered Cooling Services, 
Extreme Detailing, LLC, Goodgame Com-
pany, Inc., Harmon’s Electrical Services, 
Inc., Hwy 78 Tires & Automotive, JDT 
Plumbing, Jersey Mike’s Subs, Kirkpatrick 
Concrete, Logan Martin Wealth Man-
agement, Southland Golf Carts, Town & 
Country Ford Pell City, and Triple G’s Deli 
& Food Store. 

The car show at the Block Party served 
as a fundraiser for a good cause: Demetria 
June Boggs, a local woman fighting cancer. 

“Casey Cambron is with the Five 16 
Foundation, and he helps organize the 
car show portion. Every year, he’ll choose 
a nonprofit or local cause or person to 
help with the car show. We raised $1,442 
through car registrations, sponsors and 

Pell City’s 24th Hometown Block Party is another success

Please see PARTY | Page 5I

Photos by Bob Crisp/The Daily Home
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RESTAURANTRESTAURANTRESTAURANTRESTAURANTRESTAURANT
GUIDEGUIDEGUIDEGUIDEGUIDE

BUDDY’S  BBQ
103 Haynes St., Talladega

256-362-8851
FULL BREAKFAST MENU
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Open M-F 6 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sat. 6 a.m.-2 p.m.

Meat, 2 Vegetables, 
Bread & Drink $9.99

Come in and enjoy a margarita with us!
General Manager - Luis Barragan

51 Vaughan Lane   |   Pell City, AL   |   Walmart Shopping Center
205-525-5122

Monday - Thursday 
11:00am - 9:00pm  

Friday 11:00am - 10:00pm
Saturday 11:00am - 10:00pm    

Sunday 11:00am - 9:00pm

Enjoy some of the best 
Mexican food you will ever eat!

Hwy 231 South
Town Park Plaza • Pell City, AL

205.884.2195

DAILY
LUNCH SPECIALS

Sun., Mon., Wed. Sun., Mon., Wed. 
11am - 9pm11am - 9pm
Thur. - Sat. Thur. - Sat. 

11am - 10pm11am - 10pm
CLOSED TUESDAYCLOSED TUESDAY

 Best Margaritas 
in Town!

107 Johnson Ave. • Talladega
256-362-0505

First House
Chinese Restaurant
DRIVE THRU ONLY

Business Hours: 
Mon. - Closed

Tues.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Fri. 11 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Sun. 11:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.

Hibachi    Sushi    Asian

LUNCH SPECIALS
Hibachi ~ 11 am - 2:30 pm

DINE-IN OR TAKE-OUT

111 Stephen J. White Blvd., Suite 115, Talladega

256-268-8608

•Appetizers
•Lo Meins
•Soups and Salads

•Fried Rice  
•Sushi Rolls and
  Dinners

HOURS: Tuesday thru Sunday, 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Come Enjoy The Look & Feel of the 1950’s!

704B Battle St. E., Talladega 
 256-268-8036

704B Battle St. E., Talladega 

Pop The Top Pop The Top 
Soda ShopSoda Shop

• Handspun 
  Milkshakes
  & Malts
• Banana Splits 
  & Ice Cream
• Specialty 
  Sandwiches,
  Hamburgers 
  & Fries

Come Enjoy The Look & Feel of the 1950’s!

704B Battle St. E., Talladega 
 256-268-8036

704B Battle St. E., Talladega 

Come Enjoy The Look & Feel of the 1950’s!Come Enjoy The Look & Feel of the 1950’s!

threeearredrabbit.com

Leeds
8101 Parkway Drive

(205) 702-6109

Trussville
209 Main Street
(205) 655-2000

The Three 
Earred Rabbit

Homemade Soups, 
Salads, Sandwiches 
and Baked Goods!

Homemade Soups, 

HOURS
Sunday - Wednesday 
11:00 am - 9:00 pm
Thursday - Saturday
11:00 am - 10:00 pm

2201 7th Ave,
 Pell City 35125

(659) 658-4235

Dine In & Carry 
Out Available

MAYA’S

MEXICAN GRILL

MAYA’S

MEXICAN GRILL

www.thearkriverside.com

13030 Hwy. 78, 
Riverside, AL

Sun., Tues. & Wed.Sun., Tues. & Wed.
11 am - 7:30 pm11 am - 7:30 pm
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 

11 am - 8 pm11 am - 8 pm
Closed MondaysClosed Mondays

205-338-7420205-338-7420

J N R ’ S J N R ’ S 
S W E E T  T R E A T SS W E E T  T R E A T S

1917 Cogswell Ave., Ste 5 | Pell City, AL
Hours: Tues.-Thurs. 11 am-8 pm, 

Fri. & Sat. 11 am-9 pm, Sun. 1 pm-5 pm
Closed Monday

(205) 813-0354

Ice Cream, Home-Made Waffle Cones,  
Milk Shakes, Sundaes & Floats

1917 Cogswell Ave., Ste 5 | Pell City, AL

Milk Shakes, Sundaes & Floats

2401 Stemley Bridge Rd. | Pell City | 659-658-4290
(Cropwell Commons Shopping Center)

Open: Tuesday & Wednesday - 4 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Thursday & Friday - 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. - Open for Lunch

Saturdays - 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. - Open for Brunch

Steaks, Specialty Salads & Sandwiches, 
Hamburgers, Wings and more!

PELL CITY, ALABAMA

LIVE MUSIC!
Thursdays & Saturdays

Visit our Facebook 
page for details.

Chinese & Japanese Cuisine
Jade East Buffet
LUNCH & DINNER BUFFET
DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

205-338-8868
47 Vaughan Lane • PeLL City, aL

Located In The Wal Mart Shopping Center

www.gimmegrub.com/rgoldenrulebbqpellcity.html

1700 Martin St N. | Pell City, AL

205-338-1443205-338-1443

Come On Down...Come On Down...
For The For The 

Best BBQ Best BBQ 
In TownIn Town

13052 Hwy. 78, Riverside, AL 35135

Family Friendly Atmosphere
~Karaoke every Friday 6pm-9pm

~Come by Boat/Car

13052 Hwy. 78, Riverside, AL 35135

•Daily Wang Specials
•Pizza, Wangs, Pasta & More
•Keto Pizza 10"-14"
•Beer/Wine/Ice

Dine in or Carry Out!

NOWOPEN!

NOWOPEN!
OPEN!
OPEN!
OPEN!

659-214-1101
11025 US-78, Riverside, AL 35135

Wed & Thurs, 11am-9pm,  
Fri & Sat  11am-10pm

Closed: Sun, Mon, Tues

4313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-6733

Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!

4313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-67334313 Martin St. S, Cropwell (205) 338-6733

Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!Oysters • Wings • Steaks • Salads & More!

Come try our handcut ribeyes, chicken fingers, oysters, 
fresh shrimp (grilled or fried)

Catfish, Shrimp Boil, Grilled Salmon, Crab Legs, Hand Battered Chicken Tenders, 
Fresh Shrimp, Shrimp ‘N Grits, Bloomin Onion and Fried Gator Tail

710 E. Battle St.,  Talladega • 256-315-0600

STAMPEDE
STEAKHOUSE

SOUTHERN HOMESTYLE
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 

STARTING AT $7.99

Check Our Menu Daily On Our Facebook PageCheck Our Menu Daily On Our Facebook PageCheck Our Menu Daily On Our Facebook PageCheck Our Menu Daily On Our Facebook Page
HOURS FOR DELIHOURS FOR DELI

Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-10 a.m., Lunch Mon.-Fri. 10:45 a.m-7:30 p.m.Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 5 a.m.-10 a.m., Lunch Mon.-Fri. 10:45 a.m-7:30 p.m.
Breakfast Saturday 5 a.m.-10:30 a.m., Saturday Lunch 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City (205) 884-8896

Breakfast Saturday 5 a.m.-10:30 a.m., Saturday Lunch 11 a.m.-2 p.m.Breakfast Saturday 5 a.m.-10:30 a.m., Saturday Lunch 11 a.m.-2 p.m.Breakfast Saturday 5 a.m.-10:30 a.m., Saturday Lunch 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City5000 Cogswell Ave., Pell City (205) 884-8896(205) 884-8896(205) 884-8896(205) 884-8896(205) 884-8896(205) 884-8896
Dine-In or Carry-Out!

Summer Hours: Monday - Friday: 10:00 am-6:00 pm, 
Saturday & Sunday: Closed

40510 US-280, Sylacauga, AL
(256) 267-1567

Check Out Our Daily Hot Bar Check Out Our Daily Hot Bar 
Menu on Facebook!

Summer Hours: Monday - Friday: 10:00 am-6:00 pm, Summer Hours: Monday - Friday: 10:00 am-6:00 pm, Summer Hours: Monday - Friday: 10:00 am-6:00 pm, Summer Hours: Monday - Friday: 10:00 am-6:00 pm, 

The Broiler Room 
Restaurant

Located in Texaco Plaza off I-20, 
Exit 165, Lincoln, AL • 205-763-3036

OPEN 24 HOURS – 
7 DAYS A WEEK

Specializing in Delicious 
“Home Cookin” 

MILLERSMILLERS
BBQBBQ

765 Ft. Lashley Ave., Talladega
256-761-0187

Call Us, We Deliver!
Hours:

Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sat. 
~10:30 AM -7:00 PM

Fri.~10:30 AM - 8:00 PM
Closed Sun. & Mon.

000305321r1 

BY LACI BRASWELL
Special to The Daily Home

Since 2019, Sea Life 
Food Truck has been 
serving crowds of hungry 
customers across Talladega 
and Calhoun counties.

The seafood and Cajun 
style cuisine is cooked to 
order by Lincoln native 
Kevin Story. 

Sea Life serves a vari-
ety of seafood favorites 
including butterfly shrimp; 
fried catfish; Cajun style 
gumbo; red beans and rice; 
potatoes, corn on the cob, 
boiled eggs, along with 
shrimp, lobster and crab 
boils. 

Story said he got the 
idea for a food truck after 
stepping away from his job 
in sports medicine. “I’ve 
always enjoyed cooking 
and really wanted to start 
my own business.” 

He added that the 
decision to offer seafood 
came as he traveled across 
the area, making note of 
what types of cuisine were 
lacking. “I noticed there 
weren’t a lot of seafood 
places around, so I catered 
my menu to fit that need.”

Story believes an upside 
to having a food truck is 
being able to travel and 
take his business on the go.  
“I’ve set up a good custom-
er base here in Talladega,” 
he said. “I also make rou-
tine stops in Munford, Syla-
cauga, Piedmont, Alex City, 
Gadsden, and Lincoln.”

Story said he owes a 
lot of his inspiration to his 
late friend Wayne Wilde. 
“He really encouraged me 
and told me that whatever 
I decided to serve had to 
be made with 100 percent 
love.” His popular lobster 
boil is named in memory of 
Wilde.

According to Story, the 
shrimp, crab and lobster 
boils are some of the truck’s 
most popular dishes. “We 
tend to sell out of those, so 
come early.”

Story added he hopes 
he can help overcome the 
stigma of food trucks. “A lot 
of people see food trucks 
as unclean or think that 
we don’t serve fresh food. 
We have to go through the 
same food inspections 
as any brick and mortar 
restaurant.”

Serving high quality and 
fresh food is something 
Story takes pride in.

“I normally cook my 
potatoes, corn, and eggs 
all separately and before 
I open that day,” he said. 
I don’t cook everything 
together for my shrimp 
and crab boils due to those 
with shellfish allergies. 
My shrimp is cooked fresh 
every morning.”

Story cooks about 60 
pounds of shrimp each 
day. “I get my shrimp and 
crab from Bayou La Batre 
near Mobile. The business 
is called Graham’s Shrimp 
Company.”

Story said his wife Kris-
ten cooks the gumbo, along 
with the red beans and rice, 
and he offered some words 
of wisdom to those poten-
tially interested in starting 
up their own food truck.

“My advice to anyone 
starting a food truck would 
be location, and to make 
sure you have great cus-
tomer service,” he said. “It 
is also good to communi-
cate with other food trucks. 
Crowds are more likely 

‘Made 
with 
100 

percent 
love’
Local 

food truck 
serves up 

fresh 
seafood 
favorites

Please see FOOD | Page 11I
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B-H Transfer Co. Handles
•Rail-to-Truck transload facilities
•Import/Export movement of ocean-going containers
•Domestic shipments of slurry, dry bulk, and packaged industrial 
minerals, as well as chemicals and supplies used in their production
•Container Management Services

Our Mission: B-H Transfer Co.’s mission is to provide 
safe, compliant, reliable, and competitive motor 

carrier transportation service since 1971.

Safe, Dependable & 
Competitive

705 Gene Stewart Blvd.
Sylacauga, AL 35150

256.245.3166
800.335.9947

MODERN FLEET
TANKS: LIQUID & PNEUMATIC 

VANS, YARD JOCKEYS
BELT CONVEYORS

www.b-htransfer.com
Corporate Office: 

Sandersville, GA 31082
800.342.6462

“Superior Service 
Since 1971”
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The Pell City Chamber of Commerce board members 
for the upcoming year. Pictured: Back Row (L-R) Doris 

Munkus, Shirley Kujan, Nicole Anderson, Jacob Compton, 
Jean Speer, Urainah Glidewell Front Row (L-R) Caran 

Wilbanks, Casey Cambron, Anna Otterson, Erica Grieve, 
Zachary Gentile (board members not pictured: 

Alana Centilli, Adam Vandiver, Ken Pate)

1000 Bruce Etheredge Pkwy #105  |  Pell City, AL 35128
(205) 338-3377  |  PellCityChamber.com

The population of Pell City continues to grow. 
Recreational offerings are among the best in the 

state. Schools are nationally accredited, and quality 
health care is central to the city. Local, national & 

international businesses are flourishing and houses 
of worship continue to be welcoming. 
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The Gateway to Living 
the Good Life

of worship continue to be welcoming. 

Meet Our Board

unbeatable
Benefits!

Call Today! 205-763-0941

45265 US Highway 78 West, Lincoln, AL 35096

$5 Prescriptions Drugs

$5 Doctor’s Visit Copays

Free Teledoctor Service

Free Counseling Services

Life Insurance Included

Vision Insurance Included

Dental Insurance Included

Vacation and Holiday Pay

Scholarship Opportunities

401(k) Retirement Included

Rocket Lawyer Legal Services

Better Jobs

00
03

02
70

3r
1

donations,” Glidewell said. 
The event featured 

around 25 food vendors 
with different kinds of spe-
cialties from hibachi to bar-
becue to snow cones. 

“Usually with the event, 
I am running all over the 
place, so I don’t get to sit 
and enjoy it, but one of 
my favorite moments of 
this year’s Block Party was 
getting to watch the kids 
and adults play in the foam 
area and have fun,” said 
Glidewell, “That’s why we 
do this, so people can come 
out and bring their fam-
ily and friends and enjoy 
themselves.” 

Although the cham-
ber’s focus has shifted to 
planning for its upcoming 
annual business awards 
then planning the Christ-
mas parade, the date has 
been set for the Hometown 
Block Party 2024: Saturday, 
June 1. 

“Each year, we try to 
make it even better, so if 
you have been coming for 
the past 20 years, you know 
it is always something new 
and different. C&M South-
ern Midways will have even 
more rides next year, and 
we will have even more 
bands next year. We are so 
excited about what we can 
do,” Glidwell said. 

“We love our Pell City 
community, and we are so 
glad that they support the 
Block Party by coming out 
and supporting our local 
bands and businesses and 
having a great time. We are 
so grateful for them. With-
out people attending and 
helping it grow each year, it 
would not be a success.” 

PARTY
Continued from Page 3I

The Home’s
ON TWITTER
FOLLOW THE NEWS 

DAILYHOME
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$7000* RESIDENTIAL:
300 Megabit 
per second
Upload and 
Download

$10000* COMMERCIAL:
1 Gigabit 

per second
Upload and 
Download

99.999% Network 
Uptime

Incredible HD Video

Great for “Cloud” 
Uses

Consistent Deliverd 
Bandwidth

Downloads & 
Upload: Speeds 
Are Equal

< 1 ms Latency

Multiple Devices, 
OK

Local Support

000305274r1

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Sylacauga has been the 
hometown of Mayor Jim Heigl 
for 74 years. Aside from his time 
in the military, he’s always lived 
in the Marble City, witnessing 
and being part of changes that 
have improved quality of life for 
the city’s residents. 

In November, Heigl will begin 
his seventh year as mayor, having 
sought the office after his retire-
ment from the paper industry. 
“In my time as mayor, I have 
always believed that nothing is 
achieved without the support 
and hard work of those around 
me. That support is truly the best 
and greatly appreciated.”

Sylacauga’s population is a lit-
tle more than 12,000, and the city 
is known for its white marble. 
It annually hosts the Sylacauga 
Magic of Marble Festival, during 
which live marble sculpting can 
be viewed in Central Park and 
guest sculptors from partnering 
communities in Italy come to 
Sylacauga to participate and 
showcase their marble artistry. 

In an interview for My Home-
town, Heigl had the following to 
say about the city and serving as 
mayor. 

Q: What has enabled you to 
serve as mayor?

Heigl: Three things have 
played as key factors in my elec-
tions. First of all, I am a longtime 
resident who is rooted in the 
Sylacauga community, and I 
raised my family here. Secondly, 
I worked alongside many Syla-
cauga community members and 
eventually retired from Kimberly 
Clark, a significant long-standing 
employer that has since changed 
names but maintained opera-
tions in Childersburg. Lastly, I 
have been engaged in the city 
government for decades. I served 
as a city council member for 
District 1 before being elected 
mayor. That has provided me 
with a unique perspective in 

which I have witnessed the city’s 
growth firsthand and oftentimes 
participated in pivotal deci-
sion-making for Sylacauga. 
Q: What is the best thing 
about Sylacauga?

Heigl: The people of this com-
munity, undoubtedly, are the 
best thing about Sylacauga. No 
matter the hardship or difficulty, 
the people of Sylacauga have a 
reputation for stepping up to find 
ways to help out our neighbors 
and find solutions for problems 
we face. We truly are better 
together.
Q: What is the biggest chal-
lenge you have encoun-
tered as mayor?

Heigl: Our greatest challenge 
continues to be ensuring that 
we can secure funding for the 
needs of the City of Sylacauga. 
Our city’s drainage infrastruc-
ture has undergone significant 
updates and continues to be 
evaluated and addressed. Paving 
both along our main roadways 
and in communities is always a 
topic of discussion to prioritize 
and address. Finding ways to 
entice industry, retail, lodging, 
and other businesses to come 
into Sylacauga is a continual 
effort. While our citizens have 
faced the exorbitant inflation 
on their goods and services, the 
city faces the same increase but 
hope to find a way to minimize 
that expense being passed on to 
our citizens. Trying to achieve 
progress while having limit-
ed resources and using those 
resources in ways that are fiscally 
responsible will continue to be 
the biggest challenge serving as 
mayor.
Q: What would you like to 
see happen in Sylacauga 
during the next five years?

Heigl: Increase in new homes 
and garden apartments is a must.
Q: Will you be running for 
another term?

Heigl: Yes, I plan to run again, 
as there is much more to do.

Jim Heigl

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  
Sylacauga
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www.facebook.com/TalladegaDentist
BEN CONTRATTO, DMD

151 Stephen J. White Memorial Blvd. 
Talladega

Most Insurance Accepted
Open: Monday-Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

New Patients Welcome!

•General & Cosmetic Dentistry
•Preventive  •Restoration 

 •Teeth Whitening

256-362-8511

We Keep Your Whole We Keep Your Whole 
Family Smiling!Family Smiling!

Call us for an 

appointment!
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  WOOD  WOOD
STATE REPRESENTATIVE  DISTRICT 36

RandyRandy

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Randy Wood, P.O. Box 4432, Anniston, AL 36204 00
03
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Serving You and Ensuring 
Your Voice Is Heard                                                                                      

Dr. Michele Eller, Superintendent
43 North Broadway Ave. | Sylacauga, AL 35150 

www.scsboe.org

Equipping Everyone for Excellence 
in Academics, Arts, Athletics, and 

College/Career Readiness
In partnership with our community, 

Sylacauga City Schools encourages, equips, 
and empowers all students to own their 

future by providing diverse pathways to an 
excellent education 
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BY FAITH DORN
Special to The Daily Home 

The St. Clair County 
4-H program is part of the 
St. Clair County Extension 
Office. The Extension Office 
offers services regarding 
family, agriculture, farm-
ing, gardening, food safety, 
and more. 

“4-H is the largest 
youth-serving organization 
in the country,” said said 
Alayna Jackson, 4-H agent 
for the St. Clair Office. “We 
focus on youth develop-
ment through hands-on 
learning. Here in the coun-
ty, we offer free to low cost 
activities through a variety 
of opportunities. During 
the school year, our stuff is 
100% free.”

Jackson married into a 
local 4-H legacy family. Her 
husband’s grandfather, W. 
D. Jackson, worked with the 
4-H program for years, and 
his wife, Betty J. Jackson, 
also worked with the 4-H 
program.

Jackson says she does a 
lot of in-school program-
ming for the school systems 
and homeschool clubs. 
“This year, I was in nine 
schools, so I would meet 
with those schools month-
ly. Some of our project 
clubs, like youth leadership 
club and livestock club met 
monthly. I worked with 
4th-12th graders this year. 
For the fourth-sixth grad-
ers, participation was part 
of their classroom curricu-
lum. High school students 
have a choice.” 

The 4-H program focus-
es on science, engineering, 
technology, math, lead-
ership, and communica-
tion. Participation in the 
program helps students 
learn independence, gen-
erosity, community service, 
knowledge, leadership, 
belonging, and the ability to 
pursue whatever interests 
they have. 

“4-H definitely wants to 
develop youth. We have the 
youth thriving model. We 
tell them to find what we 
call their ‘spark’ and hone 
in on that. We encourage 
them to go on experiences 
to work on that skill and 
have mastery of it. That 
leads to a successful adult-
hood,” said Jackson.  

Part of that success 
comes from the scholar-
ships that are offered by the 
4-H program that can be 
used in higher education or 
trade schools in all 67 coun-
ties in Alabama. 

“We are giving the youth 
the opportunity to engage 

and learn and practice and 
work with adults,” Jackson 
said, “Last year, I went to 
Washington, D.C. for the 
national 4-H conference. I 
enjoyed hearing about the 
projects they work on, like 
public speaking, gardening, 
and working with animals. 
Those all guide what they 
want to do with their lives 
and help them use their 
voices to be able to make a 
difference.” 

Currently, the St. Clair 
County 4-H program is 
reaching more 1,200 young 
people. According to Jack-
son, the program has the 
potential to reach close to 
20,000 young people, but it 
needs volunteers. 

“We are always looking 

for volunteers. Historically, 
4-H is built on volunteers. 
I can help align them with 
a club. I provide the curric-
ulum and resources. I just 
need adults who are willing 
to engage with youth and 
are willing to push them. 
We are also always looking 
for donations,” she said. 

The community recently 
helped out with donations 
for a joint project with the 
Boys and Girls Club. 

“We needed a lot of 
paper towel rolls, and the 
community helped us by 
donating. There are also 
churches that let us use 
meeting rooms for our 
clubs,” Jackson said.  

If you are interested in 
volunteering, donating, or 

learning more about the 
4-H program in St. Clair 
County, contact Jackson at 
205-338-9416 or anj0038@
auburn.edu .

Local 4-H program seeks to provide 
guidance, opportunities for youth

For the latest in local news, 
visit www.DailyHome.com

Submitted photos

At top left are Jayme Anderson and Alayna Jackson of the St. Clair County 4-H program.  In the other three 
photos are local youngsters who participated in 4-H livestock competition and summer camp.
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8804 Parkway Drive
Leeds, AL 35094

(800) 333-2270

If you’re interested in learning about 
our career opportunities, please visit 

www.cbpiping.comwww.cbpiping.com

Welders – Machinists – Painters 
Sandblaster - Forklift Operators 

Drafters – Inside Sales

Since 1986, C&B Piping has made its rela-
tionships with customers the cornerstone of 
our business. Our success – past, present and 
future – depends on our ability to maintain 

strong customer relationships through 
trust, quality, and service.

It Takes All Of Us!

000302338r1

The Ford Meter Box Company, Inc. is a leading manufacturer 
of pipe products for water utilities and water works 
contractors worldwide. Ford produces well-designed 
and thoroughly tested products, manufactured with the 
finest raw materials available, and supported by the most 
conscientious and professional group of manufacturing, 
engineering, sales, and customer service employees found 
in American industry.

THE PIPE PRODUCTS DIVISION:
In 1972, Ford Meter Box began marketing all stainless steel repair 
clamps and in 1982 acquired Superior Utility Products. That acquisition 
has grown into 335,000 square feet of manufacturing space known as 
the Pipe Products Division. Today the Ford Meter Box Company offers 
a complete line of Pipe Products including repair clamps, couplings, 
tapping sleeves and fabricated steel items.In 1994, Ford Meter Box 
acquired Uni-Flange® Corporation. Uni-Flange® offers a complete line 
of water main pipe restraints. The Uni-Flange® lines of joint restraint 
eliminate the need for costly and time-consuming concrete thrust 
blocks. Ford Meter Box is certified to the ISO 9001:2015 standard for 
quality.

FORD METER BOX

815 Miles Pkwy
Pell City AL 35125

(205) 884-4480
Visit: fordmeterbox.com
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GRIZZARDGRIZZARD
LIVING AIDSLIVING AIDS

Improving Lives Through 
Better Mobility

256.237.2006256.237.2006
1227 Noble St., Anniston | GLAlifts.com
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Since 1993

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Mayor Richard Bunt 
hopes that future genera-
tions will consider them-
selves proud to be from 
Ragland. 

“I am originally from 
Miami, but my dad was 
from Ragland,” he said. “I 
moved here when I was in 
the second grade.  Being 
here has been a blessing. 
There are so many great 
people here, and having 
the chance to help the town 
grow and move forward is 
pretty exciting.”

Bunt served on Rag-
land’s town council for 
almost eight years before 
he made the decision to 
run for mayor. He saw it as 
an opportunity to help the 
town move forward. Rag-
land’s population is about 
1,700, and it’s known for 
being home to the National 
Cement Company, which 
distributes construction 
products across the coun-
try. Ragland Clay Products 
is another of the town’s 
industries, manufacturing 
pavers, bricks, and similar 
products for residential and 
commercial projects.

In an interview for My 
Hometown, the mayor had 
the following to say about 
Ragland and its future.

Q: What is the best 
thing about Ragland?

Bunt: It might sound 
cliche, but it’s the truth, 
and that is that our people 
are the best. Our parks are 
good and well maintained, 
especially for a town this 
small. We get a lot of com-
pliments on our upkeep, 
and that says a lot. In gen-

eral, the people are what 
make the town. 
Q: What is the biggest 
challenge of serving as 
mayor?

Bunt: I would have to 
say learning to be patient 
has been the biggest chal-
lenge. I had to learn that 
government projects don’t 
work at the same speed as 
private sectors do.
Q: What would you like 
to see happen in Rag-
land during the next 
five years?

Bunt: Biding out to 
get a builder for our 
first responders project. 

The goal is that the first 
responders project will 
include having the fire 
department, rescue, and 
police department all 
housed in one building. 
We are also in contact with 
businesses to bring them to 
Ragland in hopes of expan-
sion and for more growth. 

Q: Will you be running 
for another term?

Bunt: That is up to the 
Lord. All I can attest at the 
moment is that we have 
projects on the table that 
we are focusing on, and 
that is my priority. As for 
running again, that is all 
depending on my calling.

Richard Bunt

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  
Ragland

DailyHome.com

Color Comics every 
weekend in 

your Daily Home!
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Ragland Telephone 
Co., Inc.

www.ragland.com

630 Main Street, Ragland AL
205.472.2141

We provide telephone and 
DSL services to residents of 

Ragland, AL.
 Monday - Friday: 8 am - 4pm

Wednesday: 8 am- 12pm
Saturday & Sunday: CLOSED 

000290530r1

$79Mens Boots
starting at 

205-853-8635

1715 2nd Ave. East, Hwy. 75 N.  |  Oneonta, AL 35121
Mon-Sat 9am-7pm  |  Sunday  1pm-5pmAll Major Credit Cards

Like Rose’s Shoes 
& Boots on Facebook

Rose’s Shoes & BootsRose’s Shoes & Boots

Savvy
SHOES

$39
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BOOT SALE!

TPA
Talladega Pattern 

and Aluminum
816 North Street E.  |  Talladega, AL 35160

CELEBRATING

72
Y E A R S

TPA
1951-20231951-2023
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

\Mayor Jo Ann Fambrough 
found her niche after retirement 
and says she is more than grateful 
for the opportunity to give back 
and make a difference. 

Fambrough is in her second 
term as mayor and is enjoying 
what she is able to do for her 
hometown. As a native of Mun-
ford, she loves being able to help 
the small community she has 
always called home. 

“During my working years, I 
moved away for about 30 years, 
but when I retired I moved back 
to Munford,” she said. “I just 
remember how great it was grow-
ing up in a small community and 
how children could play outside 
with no supervision because 
everyone looked out for one 
another. Between the support 
of the community and having a 
close family, growing up here was 
definitely a good experience for 
me.”

Fambrough continues to work 
to make Munford great as she 
knows it can be. She is deter-
mined to make the town a place 
people are happy to call home 
and one they can feel safe in and 
create memories they can carry 
with them for a lifetime.

Munford has a population of 
more than 1,300, and city officials 
are expecting more growth in 
coming years. The small town 
is known for its importance in 
the American Civil War, Cheaha 

State Park (the highest point in 
Alabama), and for the 60-acre 
Watts Farms.

In an interview for My Home-
town, Fambrough had this to say.

Q: What motivated you to 
serve as mayor?

Fambrough: That is a very 
good question. With my expe-
rience as a plant manager for 
many years, I felt like my life was 
over when I retired. I wanted to 
get back into something where 
I felt could make a difference as 
opposed to just sitting home and 
doing meaningless tasks.
Q: What is the biggest chal-
lenge you have encoun-
tered as mayor?

Fambrough:  Money — always 
money! There is never enough to 
do the things you would like to do 
for the community.
Q: What would you like to 
see happen in Munford 
during the next five years?

Fambrough:  I would like to 
see the community grow larger 
—  not ever to be a metropolitan 
city but large enough to offer 
more things to our citizens
Q: Will you be running for 
another term?

Fambrough: I do plan to run 
again, if my health continues to 
be good. I have not completed 
everything I want to do for the 
community. When the day to 
retire does come, I hope to leave 
behind a job well done.

Jo Ann Fambrough

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  
Munford

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

There’s nothing like 
growing up and being able 
to give back to the very 
city that helped raise you. 
Mayor Ken Wesson has felt 
that way since serving as 
Childersburg’s mayor since 
2016. 

“Childersburg is my 
hometown,” he said. “It’s 
where I made many won-
derful friends while growing 
up that are very special to 
me, learned so much, and 
created wonderful mem-
ories. It was a great city to 
grow up.” 

During his terms as 
mayor, Wesson has worked 
to give the residents of 
Childersburg a city they 
can be proud of, a place to 
build friendships, generate 
business, socialize, start 
their families, and so much 
more. The city’s popula-
tion is about 4,900, and the 
community offers a host of 
attractions.

According to Wesson, 
Childersburg has been 
recognized by Congress as 
the oldest settlement in the 
United States, dating back 
to Hernandez De Soto’s visit 
in 1540, when settlers were 
left behind. Childersburg is 
home to Majestic Caverns, 
Kymulga Grist Mill Park, 
Covered Bridge Park, and is 
near for four premier sports 
shooting sites: Red Eagle, 
Selwood Farms, Farmlinks, 
and Talladega Marksman-

ship Park. 
In an interview for My 

Hometown, Wesson had the 
following to say.

Q: What motivated you 
to run for mayor?

Wesson: I have a love and 
passion for the Childersburg 
community.  When I retired, 
I wanted to commit to make 
a difference in Childers-
burg. My wife Trisha and 
I feel that positive steps 
have been made during my 
terms, but I will continue to 
work along with the council 
to accomplish more positive 

changes.
Q: What is the biggest 
challenge connected 
with serving as mayor?

Wesson: One of the 
biggest is business recruit-
ment. There has been some 
success in recruitment, but 
we will remain committed 
to the process. Another 
challenge would have to be 
balancing the budget.
Q: What do you hope 
will be your legacy of 
public service?

Wesson: A positive differ-
ence and change.

Ken Wesson

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  
Childersburg
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Think Big, Shop Small! 
Support Your Community by Shopping 

at Local Businesses All Year Long!

www.talladegalincolnchamber.com | 256-362-9075
•Talladega •Lincoln •Munford •Eastaboga •Alpine
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BY BUDDY ROBERTS
Special Projects Editor

Julia Skelton is proud to be a 
lifelong resident of Pell City.

“My family lived on Mulberry 
Street,” she said, pointing out 
that thoroughfare on an original 
map of the Avondale mill vil-
lage, now framed and on display 
in the Museum of Pell City, wich 
opened this spring. “All of the 
streets were named after trees. 
And if you’ll look at this old 
photograph,” she continued, 
directing a visitor’s attention to 
the framed image, “I’ll show you 
the house in grew up in.”

Like many who call Pell City 
home, Skelton remembers how 
much life in the small town was 
influenced by Avondale Mills in 
decades past. “We lived a block 
from it,” she said. “My daddy 
worked for the mill, my mother’s 
family worked for the mill, and 
my grandfather was chief engi-
neer for the mill in Sylacauga.” 

Skelton has seen it all – the 
Avondale Mills baseball teams, 
the old Rexall soda fountain, the 
development of Logan Martin 
Lake, the tornado that roared 
through town and caused $5 
million in damage in the late 
1960s – and she’s glad that it’s 
documented and preserved in 
the city’s new history museum.

Docents such as Skelton 
enthusiastically guide visi-
tors through the museum’s 
4000-square feet of exhibit 
space showcasing vintage pho-
tographs, scale models, and dis-
plays recognizing diverse peo-
ple, places, and events from the 
city’s 133-year history.  Photos 
of Cropwell School’s graduating 
class of 1926, the Coosa River 
Ferry, the H.L. Davis Store in 
Easonville, the Mountain View 
Hotel in Cook Springs, the Coal 

City Lightweight Championship 
Boxing Bout, the Wattsville Coal 
& Iron Co., and outdoors enthu-
siasts noodling, swimming, fish-
ing, and skiing on Logan Martin 
Lake can be seen alongside 
exhibits honoring local military 
veterans, artists, musicians, and 
sports figures.

“We all realize Pell City is 
such a great city and a great 
place to be,” Mayor Bill Pruitt 
said on the museum’s opening 
day. “We have a very long, long 
history of people who put us in 
the position to be where we are 
today, and this museum honors 
that. While I knew it was going 
to be good, I did not realize the 
amount of work and attention to 
detail that has gone into it.”

Carol Pappas, president of 
the museum’s nonprofit board, 
attributed that to project design-
er Jeremy Gossett and “the effort 
of many who worked tirelessly 
to make sure that we carry out 
this mission. For generations, 
we have let so much history slip 
by without being preserved. 
This museum helps fill that void 
and will be a remembrance of 
people, places, and events that 
make this city such a special 
place. We are proud to be able 
to create this museum for our 
community.” 

Pappas thanked Pell City offi-
cials for supporting the project 
since its beginning.

“The city has been a terrific 
supporter of this museum,” 
she said. “We couldn’t ask for 
better partners than the mayor, 
city manager and council. They 
provided us the space, infra-
structure, and, best of all, moral 
support. Without their support, 
none of this would have been 
possible. Their vision is to be 
commended, and the legacy it 
creates will last for generations.” 

‘A community treasure’ 
for Pell City

New museum 
showcases 

hometown history

Buddy Roberts/The Daily Home

“I grew up on Mulberry Street in Pell City,” docent Julia Skelton says, pointing out where her 
childhood home can be seen in a period photograph in one of the museum’s exhibits.

Tucker Webb/The Daily Home

The Museum of Pell City is inside the Pell City Municipal Complex at 1000 Bruce Etheredge Park-
way, Suite 200. Hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays.
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Your Hometown DrugstoreYour Hometown Drugstore
With 3 Locations To Serve You
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• Convenient • Comm
itted

To Providing You
With Quality Service

Ashville
Drugs

35767 US Hwy 231
Ashville

205-594-7088

Mainstreet
Drugs

2319 Cogswell Ave.
Pell City

205-338-4903

Odenville
Drugs

140 Council Dr. (next to
Piggly Wiggly) Odenville

205-629-6303
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CENTRAL
ALABAMA

COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Enroll Today
at the Talladega Center!
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CENTRAL TO 
YOUR SUCCESS

TO YOU,

Trust us with Your Heart 
and Vascular Health

• Chest Pain & Hypertension 
• Minimally Invasive Therapies for 

  the Heart & Upper/Lower Extremities 
• Treatment of AFIB

• Venous and Vascular Treatment 
  of the Legs

• Cardiac and Vascular Imaging

Call Today To Schedule An Appointment Near You
BirminghamHeart.com

BHC Trussville
100 Pilot Medical Dr., Ste. 300

Birmingham
205.856.2284

BHC Vein Center
100 Pilot Medical Dr., Ste. 185

Birmingham
205.815.4800

Birmingham Heart Clinic
74 Plaza Dr. Ste. 2B

Pell City
205.815.4818

BHC at St. Vincent’s Gardendale
2217 Decatur Hwy.

Gardendale
205.518.7660

BHC at St. Vincent’s Blount
150 Gilbreath Dr.

Oneonta
205.274.3323

Our team is committed to providing 
excellent care to all our patients.
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to stop and check out the 
menu if they see more than 
one truck parked.”

Story said he owes a lot 
of his success to other food 
trucks and their commu-
nity of encouragement. “I 
want to say thanks to Bell’s 
BBQ for showing me a lot 
before opening my truck.” 

Story’s next project 
will be a brick and mortar 
restaurant in Talladega. 

“Hopefully I can open 
in Talladega soon and stay 
local. I would definitely 
bring a lot more to the 
menu, such as shrimp and 
grits; catfish and grits; lob-
ster pasta; shrimp etouffee, 
catfish courtbouillon, jam-
balaya, —  and of course, 
our original menu.

For Sea Life schedule 
updates, visit Story’s Face-
book page.

FOOD
Continued from Page 4I

The Home’s
ON TWITTER
FOLLOW THE NEWS 

DAILYHOME

Bob Crisp/The Daily Home

Kevin Story is the owner 
of Sea Life food truck.
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LAKESIDE
STONE & GRANITE

CUSTOM COUNTERTOPS

256.378.0606 • 256.510.2446
34470 Hwy. 280 - Childersburg

GRANITE • QUARTZ • MARBLE

Glass Co., Inc.
Sylacauga

“Since 1979”

debbiesanders53@yahoo.com

YOUR ONE STOP
GLASS SHOP!

510 N. Broadway Ave.
Sylacauga

256-245-2222
Fax 256-245-2223

•Residential  
•Commercial  •Industrial

Alabama Termite
& Pest Control

717 1st Street SW
Childersburg, AL 256.378.6903

With Safe
& Modern
Methods

RUDD’S
LAUNDROMAT

901 N. Anniston Ave. | Sylacauga, AL

256-245-5936
DROP OFF
SERVICE.
WE WASH

AND FOLD!

5 a m  -  L a s t  w a s h  s t a r t  t i m e  7 p m
7 DAYS A WEEK

LARGE
CAPACITY 
MACHINES

CHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPAuto SalesCHEAPCHEAPCHEAPCHEAP
DIRT

Need A Reliable Vehicle 
for CHEAP? Come On 

Down Where the Prices 
Can’t Be BEAT!

WE WILL WORK
WITH YOU!

Call Patrick
at 256-794-0022

42811 US Hwy 280, Sylacauga 35150

SHOP SHOP SYLACAUGA,SYLACAUGA,
CHILDERSBURG & OAK GROVECHILDERSBURG & OAK GROVE

210 Calhoun Ave.
Sylacauga, Alabama 35150

(256) 249-8430
Missy Turner, owner

Mutt Cuts
Professional Dog Groomer

• Old Photo Restoration
• Home Movie Transfer

• Photography • Filming

SHOOT FIRST 
VIDEO & PHOTOGRAPHY

www.shootfirstvideo.com

Forget Me Not 
Flowers and Gifts
1054 First Street N.W., 

Childersburg, AL 35044

256-378-5480
Connie Nelson, Owner

Nelson’s 
Formals

www.fbal.bank

Southern Vintage Charm 
with the Love of All Things 

Beautiful!Beautiful!
33588 US Highway 280 Childersburg33588 US Highway 280 Childersburg

(256) 378-7900
Check Us Out 
on Facebook!

(256) 378-7900
thats-hot-boutique.myshopify.com

Downtown Sylacauga • 256-245-2157

•Ring Sizing
•Repairs
•Watch Batteries
•Layaway
•We Buy Gold

STACEY’S
J E W E L R Y

For Holidays, Celebrations or “Just Because”For Holidays, Celebrations or “Just Because”For Holidays, Celebrations or “Just Because”

34825 US Hwy. 280
Childersburg (256) 391-5163

MUSIC LESSONS 
& RECORDING

RECORDING 
STUDIO SESSIONS

Call For Pricing

LESSONS: Guitar, Saxophone, Bass, 
Piano & Drums

One 30-Minute Lesson Each Week
$100 per month

37469 US Hwy. 280., Sylacauga AL 256-626-8711   www.xrdiesel.com

• Tires-Wheels • Tool Boxes 
• Bed Covers & Liners 

•Lift Kits - Leveling Kits

MECHANIC 
ON DUTY

Top Brands You 
Know & Trust

TRUCK & CAR ACCESSORIES

Serving Talladega, 
Coosa, Clay, Tallapoosa, 

St. Clair, Shelby, Elmore & 
Jefferson Counties

sylacaugaportablebuildings.com / sylacaugapb@gmail.com

METAL CARPORTS GARAGE & BUILDINGSMETAL CARPORTS GARAGE & BUILDINGS
FREE DELIVERY &  INSTALLATION ON ALL FREE DELIVERY &  INSTALLATION ON ALL 

BUILDINGSBUILDINGS

SYLACAUGA PORTABLE BUILDINGSSYLACAUGA PORTABLE BUILDINGS
1075 Sylacauga Fayetteville Hwy. | Sylacauga, AL1075 Sylacauga Fayetteville Hwy. | Sylacauga, AL

(256) 267-9322(256) 267-9322

BILLY REED

REED 
AUTOMOTIVE

797 Graphite Rd.,  |  Hollins, AL

256-249-0909

•ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS 
•AIR CONDITIONING

•REPAIR •EXHAUST REPAIR   
•HEATER CORES 
•OVER 30 YEARS

EXPERIENCE

000305257r1 
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Together Talladega
Talladega is set to open a new downtown pocket park on East Street 

next to the old Lee’s Laundry building in the fall of 2023.

The City of Talladega invites individuals, families, businesses and 
organizations to leave a lasting legacy; honor or remember an 

individual; or expand the visibility of a business or organization by 
participating in Together Talladega.  The naming of the park and park 

furniture will be determined on a first come, first served basis.

For more information or to make a donation, 
please contact Talladega City Manager 

Seddrick Hill Sr. or Public Information Officer 
Mary Sood at msood@talladega.com. 

• Park Name ($1,000,000.00)
• Round Tables ($1,740.00 - Per Table)

• Benches ($1060.00 - Per Bench)
• Gaming Tables ($830.00 - Per Gaming Table)
• Gaming Chairs ($540.00 - Per Gaming Chair)

• Chairs with Back ($520.00 - Per Chair)
• Litter Bins ( $1,990.00 - Per Bin)
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Welcome to The 
Town ofTown of

Munford
GATEWAY TO THE TOP

115 Lions Rd.  |  Munford

CARTER HARDWARE
Over 100 Years Of Hometown Service

Hwy. 21,
Munford 256.358.4971

SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR:
•Propane Tanks Filled
•Painting •Plumbing
•Lawn & Garden
•And More

Mayor: JoAnn Fambrough
Town Clerk: Peggy Bussie
Police Chief:  Rick Pettit
Councilman: Tim Lipham
Councilman: Billy Wilson
Councilwoman: Elaine Stephens 
Councilman: Guy Knight
Councilman: Lee Garrison 

STEVE HURST

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Steve Hurst, 155 Quail Run Rd., Munford, AL 36268 

State Representative District 35

Standing Up For Values.
Fighting For Alabama Families

Since 1998.

ESTABLISHED IN 1950
PORTER & PORTER COMPANY

JOE PORTER DAYNA LAYFIELD

www.porterandportercompany.com

209 North St. W., Talladega
256-362-4194

Start Packing When You 
List with Porter!

VANN CAULDWELL

•RESIDENTIAL •COMMERCIAL •LAND•RESIDENTIAL •COMMERCIAL •LAND

home at a time.home at a time.
112 Court Sq., South, Talladega112 Court Sq., South, Talladega

Office 256-368-9008 Cell 256-223-1817Office 256-368-9008 Cell 256-223-1817

HEATHER ROBERTS
Realtor/OwnerRealtor/Owner

www.alahomes.com

www.fbal.bankwww.fbal.bank

000305276r1 

43323 AL HWY 21, MUNFORD, AL
256-649-0583

Tuesday - Friday 6AM - 6PM
Saturday: Pick Ups @ 11:30AMSaturday: Pick Ups @ 11:30AM

WE OFFER: 
• Pre-Ordered Dinner Plates (Wednesdays Only) 

• Drive Thru Breakfast 6AM-10AM

ORDERS ARE NOT CONFIRMED UNTIL TAKEN BY A STAFF MEMBER.

42889 AL Hwy. 21
Munford, AL 36268

(256) 358-0787
WE BUY ALL TYPES 
OF SCRAP METAL

RECYCLERS
MUNFORD

H. Allen Parnell, Jr. ~Agent
Ty Parnell ~Agent

Oxford, AL

256-831-8887

The Parnell
Insurance Agency

BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Mayor Rusty Jessup has been 
at the helm of Riverside for 17 
years, helping make sure the city’s 
residents have a clean and safe 
place to call home. 

Jessup refers to Riverside as “a 
small bedroom city community of 
about 2,500 people, sandwiched 
between Pell City and Lincoln.” 
With more than 12 miles of shore-
line within the city limits, the 
population fluctuates with people 
coming to visit on the weekends 
and holidays to take in the amaz-
ing views. The Coosa River, in 
fact, is one of the reasons Jessup 
moved to the city.

“I graduated from Shades 
Valley High School and later Jack-
sonville State University,” he said. 
“My wife Sandra and I moved to 
the area from Anniston. We were 
attracted here by Logan Martin 
Lake and had a small weekend 
place for a number of years. We 
fell in love with all things about 
the river and the people, and 
we moved here permanently in 
1990.”

Since taking on the role of 
mayor in 2006, he has enjoyed 
watching the city grow and work-
ing to maintain a high quality 
of life for residents. He believes 
that one of the best things about 
Riverside is its convenient inter-
state access. Aside from the river 
that attracts many, the quaint 
city is also known for its six-acre 
city park with walking tracks and 
observation attractions and The 
Ark restaurant (well known for 
serving some of Alabama’s best 
fried catfish for more than 50 
years). 

In an interview for My Home-
town, Jessup had the following 
to say.

Q: What motivated you to 
want to serve as mayor?

Jessup: My motivation to run 
for public office was probably 
very normal, I would say. I just 
wanted to help. If you care about 
something — I mean, really care 
about something — enough to 
act, to sacrifice time, effort and 

money, the answer is very simple: 
you must get involved. While 
cheering from the sidelines can 
be beneficial, nothing will real-
ly happen until someone gets 
involved on the field. I also had 
some good friends, family and 
neighbors around me for encour-
agement — and still do.

Q: What is the biggest chal-
lenge you have encoun-
tered as mayor?

Jessup:  The most disconcert-
ing thing I learned when I got into 
public office was the shocking 
financial condition of our coun-
try. Almost every government 
agency out there is in financial 
straits. So many of the cities and 

counties are almost broke, the 
state is struggling, and the feds 
are really broke. It is an absolute 
statement to the resilience of our 
leadership over the years to keep 
this thing afloat. Amazing! I say 
this with my tongue firmly plant-
ed in my cheek. The demands 
of the public are so far out of the 
reach of the government’s ability 
to pay for them that it is scary. Yet, 
the public still demands. This is 
my biggest challenge as a mayor. 
It is our biggest challenge as a 
country. Any elected official will 
attest to this — money and taxes.
Q: What would you like to 
see happen in Riverside 
during the next five years?

Jessup:  We have a grant appli-
cation in process now to expand 
our waste water treatment along 
the north side of Highway 78 to 
the interstate and continuing up 
Depot Street to City Hall. This 
sewer line will greatly enhance 
our ability to grow commercial 
value on Highway 78 and residen-
tial value in our downtown area. 
This is a $1.2 million project. We 
also have appropriated money to 
pave the entire length of Depot 
Street within our city limits. This 
is a $630,000 project, and we 
hope to get started this year.  We 
also need some major renovation 
work done in our city hall. I do 
not know if this can or will hap-
pen in the next five years, but it is 

a looming need. We also would 
like to have a fresh water source 
for our city park, to not only have 
drinking water but fresh water 
for our ponds to keep them fresh, 
healthy, and full. This will involve 
a new well, pumping station, and 
piping infrastructure. This would 
add many nice features and value 
to our city park and the surround-
ing area.

Q: Will you be seeking 
another term?

Jessup: The mayor’s position is 
up for election in August of 2025. 
However, I have not made a deci-
sion yet about if I will be running 
for another term.

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  Riverside
Rusty Jessup

Submitted photoar

Mayor Rusty Jessup with local youngsters during a Kids Quest reading event.
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In the absence of humanity, nature again takes 
hold. Its wildness reclaims the land, gradually eras-
ing all traces of human intervention. Vines creep up 

the crumbling walls, their tendrils 
snaking through broken windows, 
weaving a tapestry of life against a 
backdrop of decay. Nature carpets 
what remains with soft moss and 
lichen, adding a touch of vibrant 
green to the muted tones of forgot-
ten homes.

Birds return to claim their 
dominion. The wind, unhindered 
by walls or panes, whistles through 
the empty spaces, carrying seeds 
that find fertile ground in neglect-
ed gardens. Over time, the aban-
doned houses become enveloped 

by a lush wilderness. Trees, slender and resilient, 
emerge from cracks in the pavement, their branches 
reaching toward the sun. They cast dappled shad-
ows on the overgrown lawns, where wildflowers now 
bloom, painting the once plain green patch with 
bursts of color.

Squirrels scurry along the sagging fences, amass-
ing a network of secret pathways. Rabbits burrow 
into the earth, creating cozy homes within the for-
gotten foundations.

As the seasons pass, nature reclaims its throne 
with patient and persistent grace. The abandoned 
houses become interwoven with the surrounding 
ecosystem, an integral part of its ever-changing tap-
estry. These dwellings stand as silent spectators to 
the resilience of nature, a testament to its ability to 
mend and restore.

In a sense, abandoned houses find a new pur-
pose. They become havens for biodiversity, ecosys-
tems unto themselves. Each cracked crevice teems 
with life, fostering a delicate balance between decay 
and regeneration. Amidst the solitude, there is a 
quiet harmony between the remnants of human 
existence and the forces of nature. Even in our 
absence, nature’s relentless spirit persists, reclaim-
ing what was once ours and transforming it into a 
strange and wild beauty.

And so, the cycle continues. These abandoned 
houses, though a little sad in their forgotten state, 
become a testament to the eternal rhythm of life, a 
reminder that even in the face of impermanence, 
nature finds a way to flourish. 

Susan
Cook

Abandoned Houses of Talladega County

Photos by Bob Crisp and Buddy Roberts/The Daily Home
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www.coosavalleyec.comwww.coosavalleyec.com
e-mail - info@coosavalleyec.come-mail - info@coosavalleyec.com

Come and 
Worship With Us!

CHILDERSBURG
33710 US Hwy 280, 35044 | (256) 378-5559

SYLACAUGA
255 James Payton Blvd, 35150 | (256) 245-7110

CHELSEA
9571 Old Hwy 280, 35043 | (205) 678-3600

PELL CITY
2708 Stemley Bridge Rd, 35128 | (256) 378-5559

VINCENT
42828 Highway 25, 35178 | (205) 672-7169

Pastor Byron F. White
333 Reynolds Mill Rd.

Alpine, AL 35014 
(256) 362-0435

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday School 8:00 a.m.

Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday 6:00 p.m.
FALL REVIVAL

August 14-17, 6:30 pm

Kingston Baptist 
Church

First 
United 

Methodist
(205) 338-3374

2200 Third Ave. N. 
Pell City

Chapel in the Pines
8:30 am

(Lakeside Park)

Worship
10:30 am 

Sunday School
9:30 am

Rev. Dr. Rachel Gonia,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Ava Rozelle,
Associate Pastor

www.pellcityfumc.org

Cragdale 
Baptist Church
2149 Berney Station Rd.  

Talladega
Sunday School -10 am

Morning Worship - 11 am
Night Worship - 6 pm

Wednesday Night Bible Study 
& Prayer Meeting - 6 pm

Pastor Sam Walker

Marble City
Baptist 
Church

1512 Quarry Rd.
Sylacauga  (256) 245-6337
www.marblecitybaptist.com

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

200 8th Ave SW 
Childersburg

Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
(256) 378 6058

Firstbaptistchildersburg.org

Hepzibah 
Baptist Church

5329 Renfroe Road
Talladega

256-268-2200
Pastor Justin Milliken

Talladega
Church of Christ
416 East Street N.

Sunday Bible Study
9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship
10:00 a.m.

Minister: Russ Vickers

“The Voice of Truth”
Wed. 7:30 a.m.

WCKF 100.7

Like us on Facebook

Sylacauga First 
United Methodist 

Church
105 East Spring Street

256-249-0362

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

Sunday Opportunities:
www.firstmethodistchurch.com

Central Baptist 
Church

P.O. Box 1085
126 Spring St. N., Talladega 

(256) 362-4836
Rev. Ricky Clark

Sunday School
 9:45 - 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting

6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Practice

7:15 p.m.

Victory Church
Sundays | 9:15 & 10:30 AM

Find a Small Group on our 
website:

victoryal.com
fb.com/victorychurchal

@victorychurchal

154 Victory Drive (I-20 Exit 156) 

Pell City, AL 35125

Build Strong Families

000305368r1

Our Lady
of the Lake

Catholic Church
4609 Martin St. S.

Cropwell (205) 525-5161
Father William Lucas

Daily Mass:
 Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 a.m.

Wed. Evening Mass: 7 p.m.
Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.

Sunday Masses: 
8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.

Victory Church

COMING TO
TALLADEGA IN 2023!

victorytdeg.com
fb.com/victorytdeg

@victorytdeg

124 S. Court St.
Talladega, AL 35160

Build Strong Families

Mt. Ida 
Baptist Church

Berney Station Rd. 

Talladega

SYLACAUGA 
CHURCH OF GOD

106 South Main Ave
Sylacauga

256-245-2053 
or 256-267-8888

Sunday Morning - 
10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening - 
5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Mid-Week service – 
7:00 p.m.

Pastor Tim Wilson

A warm WELCOME 
for everyone!

New Maryland 
Missionary 

Baptist Church
405 New Maryland Rd.

Alpine, AL 
(256) 268-9304

Join us for our live stream 
Bible Sessions 

Sunday – 10 a.m.
Wednesday – 7 p.m.

Rev. Eric D. Richardson, 
Pastor

“To God Be The Glory”
Come Worship with Us!

New Maryland Missionary 
 Baptist Church

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

10 S. Broadway Ave. 
Sylacauga

(256) 245-6301
www.joinfirst.net

SERVICE TIMES:
BiBle Study

  Sunday - 9:40 a.m.
  Sunday - Worship 11:00 a.m.

Night ServiceS

  Sunday - 6:00 p.m.
  Wednesday -
    (adults & children) - 6:00 p.m.
    (youth) - 6:30 p.m.

Prayer MeetiNg

  Wednesday - 6:00 p.m.

Calvary Baptist 
Church of Childersburg

904 3rd Street NW

Sunday School - 9:45 am
Sunday Worship - 11 am

Pastor Paul Hickman
256-378-7221

www.cbcburg.org

Pastor Andy Lambert
970 River Road, Cropwell, AL 35054

Phone 205.642.8744
Web Site: cvcog.church
Text (GUEST) to 205.642.8744

for more information

Abandoned Houses of Talladega County
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PET CARE

www.pellcityvets.com
2718 Martin St. S.  |  Cropwell, AL 205-884-4104

• Imaging & Diagnostic • Vaccines 
• State of the Art Surgical Suite for 

Soft Tissue and Orthopedics • Laser 
Therapy • Dental Care • Radiography 

• Parasite Prevention & Control 
• Large Animal Care • Grooming & 

Bathing • Boarding & more 

We also offer Wellness plans that make 
exceptional care for your pets more 
affordable!

Caring For Your Pets Like They Are Our Own

Dr. Jim Farmer, 
Dr. Kenneth L. McMillan, 
Dr. Emerald Ford, 
Dr. James Ray &
Dr. Margaret Anne Heath

Dr. Jim Farmer, 

PET CAREPET CARE

Dog Obedience
Training Classes
256-592-0335

Julie Moon
Instructor

 Monday thru Friday 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

 Johnathan Elliott, DVM
Small animal medicine and 

surgery, boarding and exotics. 

7970 US Hwy 11 • Springville, AL 35146

205-452-2562

• Small Animal Medicine & Surgery 
• Offering Laser Surgery & Therapy
• Boarding & Grooming Available 
• Offering Ultrasound and Digatherm

2308 Mays Dr. 
Located in Cropwell (next to 

Union State Bank)

GALEN H. SIMS, D.V.M.

205-338-3556

“We have warm hearts 
for cold noses”

1220 Martin St. S.  |  Pell City
(205) 884-3412

Dr. Larry Chasteen, 
D.V.M.

Hannah Katrina, 
D.V.M.

Logan Martin
Veterinary Clinic

Lincoln  Veterinary  Clinic
info@lincolnvetclinic.com

275 Magnolia St. S. 
Lincoln, Alabama 35096

205-763-8387

David Hillman, DVM
Lindsay Floyd, DVM

Ginnilee Feldtman, DVM

info@lincolnvetclinic.com

Call or Text Scottilynn McClellan, owner 
256-375-5598

or Kelly Hicks 256-362-1411
507 Battle St., E. - Talladega, Al 35160

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/THEBARKPORCHPETPARLOR

doggroomer@petlover.com
(205) 884-7387

1607 Martin St. S. Suite 1|  Pell City, AL

We guarantee we’ll have your pet We guarantee we’ll have your pet 
looking perfect after visiting us.looking perfect after visiting us.

Pet Grooming • Dog Baths 
• Pet Daycare • Pet Spa

000305112r1 

BY FAITH DORN
Special to The Daily Home

Julie Luker started her 
professional life by opening 
a salon in Pell City when 
she was 20 years old. The 
relationships she made 
during the following 30 
years were invaluable when 
she changed careers. 

“Being from Pell City 
and working as a hairdress-
er are really what sparked 
my real estate career,” she 
said. “I had years and years 
of connections within the 
community. Eventually 
my body started giving 
me pains from working on 
hair, and I knew I needed a 
second career and income. 
Real estate had been my 
plan from the beginning.” 

When Luker says real 
estate was always the plan, 
she means it. 

“When my sister and I 
were young, Mom would 
let us get one magazine a 
month when we went gro-
cery shopping. My sister 
would always get ‘Tiger 
Beat’ because of Donny 
Osmond. I would always 
get house plans,” she said, 
laughing. 

She credits all those 
years of viewing house 
plans with being able to 
walk into a home and have 
a precise visual of what 
it needs. This year, she is 
celebrating her 13th year as 
a Realtor. She works out of 
the Pell City Keller Williams 
office. 

“Hollyann was still living 
at home, and she saw me 
studying like crazy for that 
exam,” Luker said, referring 
to her daughter, Hollyann 
Bemis. 

Bemis is newly licensed 
and working as an assistant 
to her mother, with the goal 
of making a “dream team” 
to better help their clients. 
As an assistant to Luker, 
Bemis helps with showings, 
open houses, and messag-
ing with clients. 

“I studied marketing at 
Troy University, and I have 
always been such a peo-
ple-oriented person. Mom 
always encouraged me to 
get my real estate license, 
and now I get to assist her 
and follow in her footsteps,” 
said Bemis. “I think this 

mother-daughter team 
is perfect. This time is so 
important, and I get to learn 
from the best — the best 
being my mom.”

“I don’t look at myself as 
being the best, but I always 
give 110%,” her mom said, 
adding that she’s excited 
about being able to work 
with her daughter and show 
her the ropes. 

“You can’t get time back, 
so spending time with Hol-
lyann and teaching her how 
to be a Realtor is so import-
ant to me. You choose peo-
ple over profit and not profit 
over people. It doesn’t mat-
ter if it is a $100,000 home 
or million dollar home. Pick 
people over profit, and your 
heart will be blessed every 
time,” Luker said. 

In addition to giving 
guidance to her daughter, 
she also takes younger cli-
ents under her wing. 

“We are not home 
inspectors, but I get so close 
to my clients, especially the 
younger ones. They look up 
to me to help them through 
the home addendum items 
and repairs,” explains Luker.  

The biggest lesson 
Bemis has learned from 
Luker is to never give up. 
“She puts relationships 
before profit. Always. I am 
really excited to pursue this 
real estate career and learn 
from my mentor.”

Bemis will have plenty 
of opportunities to learn 
this summer, because 
Luker says March-July are 
the busiest months due to 
families trying to get settled 
in time for school in August. 
Although Luker says every 
deal is unique, some things 
are universal. 

“You work to build and 
continue relationships. 
We are still in a very com-
petitive market. You need 
extremely smart negotia-
tion strategies. Read all your 
different info from lenders. 
Hang in there with these 
rates. You are not married 
to the rate. When you get 
the house, there are always 
refinance options.”

If you would like to 
discuss buying or selling a 
home, contact Julie Luker at 
205-369-0852 or Hollyann 
Bemis at 205-381-1121. 

Pell City mother, 
daughter combine 
to form real estate 

‘dream team’
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BY VALLEAN JACKSON
Special to The Daily Home

Mayor Bill Pruitt proves that 
someone doesn’t have to be from 
a city to serve as mayor. 

A Louisiana native with roots 
in Alabama, he has always felt 
like Pell City was home for him, 
and the chance to give back to 
it is something he is more than 
happy to do.

“I have no actual ties to Pell 
City,” he said. “I relocated here 
in 1992. I visited Cullman and 
Gadsden often to see my grand-
parents for the holidays and 
vacations, but outside of that, 
I just one day found my way to 
Pell City, which in my opinion, 
should dispel that belief that 
someone has to be from the city 
in order to run it. I believe that 
you just have to have the heart 
for service and desire to make a 
difference.”

Pruitt took office in 2016. Pell 
City has a population of about 
14,000 and is known for Logan 
Martin Lake, a big attraction for 
water sports, fishing tourna-
ments, boat shows, and a host of 
recreational opportunities. The 
mayor had the following to say in 
an interview for My Hometown. 

Q: What are your thoughts 
about Pell City’s govern-
ment?

Pruitt:  I think that the great-
est thing that happened to Pell 
City was former Mayor Joe Fun-
derburg’s decision to switch the 
position of mayor from full-time 
to part-time with a city manag-
er. I believe that opened up the 
opportunity for new faces and for 
different people to get involved. 
As for me in particular, I think 
my age at the time played a part 
in the decision, my  different 
perspective on things, my way of 
thinking, and my background. 
Between the city manager, the 

council, and myself, we bring so 
many perspectives to the table, 
but we all share the common 
goal of doing the best we can to 
help provide the ideal place to 
raise a family and call home. 
Q: What is the best thing 
about Pell City?

Pruitt:  I would have to say 
the people. Pell City is a commu-
nity that cares. We are growing 
at such a rate, but despite the 
growth we are a tight-knit group 
but not exclusive. We have a 
lot of amenities, can still offer a 
smaller town feel, and it is just a 
great place to live. 
Q: What is the biggest chal-
lenge connected with serv-
ing as mayor?

Pruitt: We’re at a point of 
growth where we are starting 
to get new retail opportunities, 
restaurants, etc, and some peo-
ple want things to move quicker. 
I can get the excitement and not 
understanding how things work 
and just wanting them to go how 
you think they should, because 
I used to think like that before 
I learned, but that’s not how it 
works. I get the misconception 
about the time frame, but there 
are steps to natural progression. 
It’s a process that takes patience. 
Q: What would you like 
to see happen in Pell City 
during the next five years?

Pruitt: We have some plan-
ning to do for future growth. 
Nevertheless, in the next five 
years, we have in mind to have a 
new fire department and a new 
civic center, as the current one 
is busting at the seams. When I 
first came into office, about three 
of the five council members that 
came in with me at the time, 
we had a lot of things to focus 
on, and we took on a project at 
a time. Now those things have 
been tackled and we can plan for 
future growth. 

Bill Pruitt

HOMETOWN MAYORS:  
Pell City

BY EJ VERNON
Special to The Daily Home

At 77, Pell City resident Bobby 
McGowan still enjoys playing Gospel 
music.

His fascination with Gospel music 
started when he was a boy when his 
mother sang in the church choir.

“I couldn’t have been more than 
10 or 11 years old,” he said. “I used 
to stand with my mom while was 
singing.  She went to church every 
Sunday.”

McGowan loves all kinds of music, 
but these early experiences influ-
enced his decision to perform in a 
Gospel music group, the World Won-
ders.  The group took shape in the 
mid to late 1970s with Douglas Posey, 
lead singer; Melvin Dates, baritone; 
Perry Dates, bass guitar and baritone; 
John Sturkey, lead guitar; Bobby 
McGowan, tenor and lead singer; 
and Larry Bishop, drums.

The group began playing and 
rehearsing in their houses and garag-

es.
“We played any time we had the 

opportunity,” McGowan said.  We 
were all passionate about it, and we 
all made decisions as a group.”

The group was first discovered by 
Willie Thomas in Birmingham, who 
took on the role as the group’s man-
ager. 

“I don’t know where we would be 
without Willie’s influence,” McGowan 
said.  He was good to us, you know.”

The World Wonders began record-
ing their songs.  The group recorded 
their first album, Don’t Give Up, in 
1979.

Traveling across the United States, 
the World Wonders play in front 
of crowds as small as 35 people to 
packed houses of 600 or 700 people.  
Initially, the group performed at local 
and regional venues in Pell City, Tal-
ladega and Birmingham.

“The first time you are on stage, 
it’s frightening,” McGowan said.

In 1980, the World Wonders 
recorded their second album titled, 

The Cost of Living is Very High.
Members of the  World Wonders 

performed alongside other musi-
cians when they traveled, including: 
The Five Blind Boys of Alabama, 
Mighty Clouds of Joy, Paul Porter, 
Lee Williams and the QC’s, Jackson 
Southernaires and the Williams 
Brothers.

“We had fun traveling and playing 
together,” McGowan said.

McGowan said the biggest chal-
lenge every member faced was leav-
ing behind their families when they 
traveled.

“We always wanted to put God 
first,” McGowan said.

Dedication to families and jobs 
influenced the group’s decision not 
to take their musical careers to the 
next level.

“I don’t regret that decision at 
all,” McGowan said.  “It was the right 
thing to do.”

Today, he still performs when 
asked. “I still love it. I have always 
loved Gospel music.”

Pell City resident recalls his days 
a member of the World Wonders

Buddy Roberts/The Daily Home

Bobby McGowan points himself out in a photo of the World Wonders displayed in an exhibit at the Museum of Pell City.
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Relationships are not the 
only thing we build, but 
they are the most important.

At Goodgame Company, Inc., we don’t just deliver a quality product, we deliver a quality experience. 
That’s what has kept our customers coming back since 1955. Let us show you the Goodgame difference.

We’d like to get to know you. 

Goodgame Company, Inc., is a Proud 
Partner of National Cement Company

Goodgame Company, Inc., is an award-winning
supplier of the American Buildings Company.

2311 3rd Avenue South •  Pell City, AL 35128 •  205.338.2551 •  goodgamecompany.com
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Hometown superstar and Bassmas-
ter Elite Series Professional Will Davis Jr. 
struck gold at his fifth stop on the Bass-

master Elite Series, 
held on Lay Lake May 
11-14. He claimed 
the prestigious series 
championship in his 
first year as a profes-
sional angler. 

A native of Syla-
cauga, Davis was 
certainly no stranger 
to Lay Lake. When 
the Elite series sched-
ule was announced, 
the Bassmaster Elite 

Series rookie was the surprising favor-
ite amongst the field of anglers on Lay 
Lake. 

Prior to that event, Davis had been 
making quite a name for himself. He 
consistently found himself cashing 
tournament checks during the past year. 
His recent wins include Alabama Bass 
Nation Championship, Bass Nation 
Regional Championship, Bass Nation 
National Championship, and now the 
Elite Series Championship. With that 
win, Davis has surpassed $140,000 in 
bass tournament winnings for 2023 and 
is sits in sixth place overall in the Angler 
of Year (AOY) standings.

He’s also leading the Rookie of the 
Year (ROY) race. He is truly on fire. 
Coming into the Lay Lake tournament, 
David was generating excitement in the 
local community. He proved that local 
knowledge and adaptation were key, 
as he won the competition by just two 
ounces. With a total catch of 62 pounds, 
12 ounces, he outlasted the field of more 
experienced professionals and solidi-
fied his name into Bassmaster history. 

The four-day event showcased the 

absolute best fisherman in the world. 
Known as the oldest impoundment on 
the Coosa River, Lay Lake is a power-
house for bass fishing enthusiasts. The 
lake offers diverse habitats for both spe-
cies of targeted bass, largemouth and 
spots. From native water willow to rocky 
ledges, beautiful Lay Lake truly has it all. 
Unfortunately, it had been fishing very 
tough and stingy due to post-spawn 
conditions. As the largemouth and 
spotted bass finish their annual spawn-
ing cycle, they begin to transition into 
their early summer patterns. 

This transition from late spring 
to early summer can be some of the 
toughest fishing conditions of the year. 
The bass are spread out and very unpre-
dictable, to the extent that only 68 out 
of 104 professionals caught the full five-
fish limit throughout the event. These 
particular bass fishing conditions are 
very abnormal for this fishery, because 
Lay Lake is known for its abundance of 
big aggressive largemouth and spotted 
bass. Davis said that conditions such as 
weather, time of year, and river current 
schedule all played a part in the tough 
fishing. 

As the tournament progressed, Davis 
had to continuously change with the 
fish to grab the big blue Elite Series 
trophy. His ability to adapt with the fish 
racked in a monstrous $100,000 payday.

He managed to keep his compo-
sure by fishing both heavy current for 
spotted bass spawning largemouth. His 
main damage was done up the river 
in current seams, but key largemouth 
throughout the event propelled him to 
victory. His arsenal of lures included 
such baits as the Shaky Fish and Shaky 
Head, both of which were designed 
and distributed by William Davis, Will’s 
father and the owner of Davis Bait Com-

pany. 
Will’s main targets in the river 

included rocks piles and current 
eddies, both high percentage targets 
that can yield large numbers of spotted 
bass. When targeting post spawn and 
spawning largemouth, he relied on a 
white swimming jig and a Big Bite Baits 
fighting frog. He had a simple approach, 
relying on the spotted bass for the bulk 
of his weight and targeting the bigger 
largemouth as his main kicker fish. That 
approach worked to perfection. 

Davis found himself at the top of 
the leaderboard in all four days of the 
event, as he never dropped below sev-
enth place overall. After day one, with a 
weight of 15-pounds, 14-ounces for his 
five bass limit, he was setting the tone 
for the rest of the event. Day 2 proved to 
be even better, as Davis boasted one of 
the biggest bags of the tournament, an 
18-pound, 5-ounce stringer of bass. Day 
3 seemed to be a slower, but still pro-
ductive, as he weighed in 14-pounds, 
7-ounces. Davis found himself in third 
place after Day 3, and less than three 
pounds behind the leader. 

Consistency killed the competition, 
and there was a slight calm before the 
storm. Davis weighed in 14 pounds, 2 
ounces and was able to hoist the Elite 
Series trophy for all to see at Beeswax 
Park. 

As the crowd erupted with joy and 
excitement, a local thunderstorm 
turned into a heavy downpour. Hum-
bled and thankful, Davis gave all of the 
glory to his family, friends, and spon-
sors. As the rain drenched the specta-
tors, he soaked in every minute of his 
victory. 

The Elite Series rookie had done the 
impossible, a true David-vs-Goliath 
story that locals will speak of forever. 

Hometown angler reels in Bassmaster Elite Series championship

Cj
Knight
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†The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will 
continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional (special 
terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest 
in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as of 1/1/2023 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. Offer expires 12/31/2023.
**See your independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions.  Special financing offers valid on Qualifying Equipment only. Offers vary by equipment. All sales must be to 
homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited.

0% INTEREST
for up to 72 months †

UNSTOPPABLE
PERFORMANCE.

UNBEATABLE
DEALS.

No Matter the Season, We No Matter the Season, We 
Make Homes ComfortableMake Homes Comfortable 
Proudly Serving the Pell City Area Since 1956Proudly Serving the Pell City Area Since 1956

PELLCITYHEATINGANDCOOLING.COM           205.338.2820           24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

Locally Owned

AL CERT #17078
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