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Changing it up: Ashville embraces new, 
updated offense under fi rst-year coach

BY TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

ASHVILLE — First-year coach 
Kirakias Shepard is ready to drag the 
Bulldogs’ offense into the modern era, 
although he’d prefer to remain quiet on 
the specifics until the season starts.

“Just getting our athletes the ball in 
space,” Shepard said. “Me being a defen-
sive coach, I know one thing I hate hav-
ing to defend is space. It really puts stress 
on your defenses.”

The key to unlocking everything 
seems to be athlete Jaden Harris who will 
line up in the slot, at quarterback and 
at running back. Oh, and just in case he 
doesn’t have enough on his plate, Harris 
will also punt.

“He is really dynamic, so we will really 
lean on him,” Shepard said.

Although Harris will have packages 
in place where he lines up under center, 
the team’s starting quarterback will be 
returning starter Ryan Harris, no rela-
tion.

“He knows the offense just as good as 
the coaches do,” Shepard said. “He could 
go out there, he could probably go out 
there and call it if we needed him to.”

Ashville’s quarterback will rely on a 
receiving corps led by sophomores JB 
Potter and Nate Huckbay, who lead the 
way along with senior Justin Jones, who 
recently moved back to Ashville after liv-

ing out of state for two years. 
Shepard said the offensive line is the 

only position group that probably had 
a steeper learning curve this offseason 
than those receivers.

Luckily for the Bulldogs and their 
first-year coach, that line appears to be 
the strongest position on the entire team.

“Their job is even harder than the 
quarterback because they have to ID the 
front, then they have to make specific 
calls and specific checks off of the front 
that they are getting,” Shepard said.

Left tackle Ethan Turner and right 
guard Mike Tindal will anchor the line, 
and left guard Parker Cross has emerged 
as the group’s leader.

Sophomore right tackle Caleb Bragg 
and freshman center Justin Henderson 
round out the group.

That group will be tasked with clear-
ing the way for lead running back Jona-
than Beason, who actually played eight-
man football last season.

“A kid that works hard, a kid that is 
very coachable,” Shepard said. “Wants 
to get better, wants his teammates to get 
better. Takes it to the max every day.”

Sophomore Parker Smith starts at 
tight end, but he’s really impressed his 
coaches with his ability to lead on the 
defensive side of the football, where he 
lines up as a middle linebacker.

“Us being able to put that trust in him 
knowing he can get that job done shows 

how much of a leader he is already and 
shows how mature he is already,” Shepa-
rd said.

He will be joined on the field by fellow 
linebackers Jones and Nick Williamson, 
who has emerged as the team’s best 
linebacker. Thanks largely to that trio, 
Shepard believes it is the second stron-
gest position group on the team behind 
the offensive line.

Up front, Shepard will lean on Tindall, 
Turner and Cross. 

Potter and Huckbay will line up at 
safety while Jaden Harris and Shuntear 
McCain start at corner.

Ashville’s new coach believes the 
offensive changes will also help the 
defense since the Bulldogs will be facing 
a more similar offense in practice.

“We’ll be that much more prepared to 
play the pass or play offenses that spread 
the ball out that much more,” Shepard 
said.

Shepard knows that his players and 
coaches have been put in a tough spot 
this offseason. He wasn’t hired until late 
June, which meant the Bulldogs have 
been up against the clock for the last 
month to convert the offense.

Despite that, Shepard isn’t letting his 
team lower its goals for the season.

“Our goal is to contend for the play-
offs, and I think we can do that,” Shepard 

See Ashville, Page 4



Thursday, August 24, 2023 PIGSKIN PREVIEW Page 3

When it comes to service,
we leave it all on the field.
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Wishing the Ashville High Wishing the Ashville High 
School Football Team a School Football Team a 

Winning Season! Go Bulldogs!Winning Season! Go Bulldogs!

Get all of your game day favorites by shopping 
at the Ashville Piggly Wiggly!

35771 US HIGHWAY 231, ASHVILLE • (205) 594-367035771 US HIGHWAY 231, ASHVILLE • (205) 594-3670
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said. “And before I hired my OC 
like I knew I wanted to change 
what we did offensively. I knew 
it was going to be different. To 
do that, you gotta be a little crazy 
even to take the job as late as 
July, you have to think a little dif-
ferent.”

Shepard said his players and 
coaches have embraced that 
challenge. 

“These kids that have been 
in that (old) offense for three, 
maybe four, five years,” Shepard 
said. “I wanted to spark their 
imagination. They needed to be 
excited.”

Considering Ashville is only 
fielding a team of roughly 30 
players, the Bulldogs will need 
that excitement to persist into 
the season if the program is 
going to reach its potential in the 
coming seasons.

“If the kids are excited, that’s 
what recruits the program,” 

Shepard said. “So those kids get 
excited. They’re talking about 
the program with their families. 
They’re talking about it with 
their friends. You know, and they 
have some pride in Ashville foot-
ball. And that just creates excite-
ment all the way up.”

Ashville
From Page 2

ASHVILLE

8/25 At St. Clair County
9/01 At Lincoln
9/08 Vs Etowah
9/15 At Hanceville
9/22 BYE
9/29 Vs Hayden
10/6 At Fultondale
10/13 At Good Hope
10/20 Vs Oneonta
10/27 Vs Cherokee County
11/03 Vs Munford
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Jean’s FlowersJean’s Flowers 2606 Moody Pkwy., Moody, AL 35004
205-640-5451

Good Luck for a 
Winning Season 
to all our Local 

High School 
Football Teams!

Flowers For Every Occasion
Birthday • Anniversary
Prom • Homecoming
Get Well • Sympathy

WE DELIVER

Flowers For Every Occasion
Birthday • Anniversary
Prom • Homecoming
Get Well • Sympathy

WE DELIVERWE DELIVER

Flowers For Every OccasionFlowers For Every Occasion
Birthday • Anniversary
Prom • Homecoming
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Good Luck
         Ashville 
        Bulldogs!

77 7th Avenue
Ashville, AL

Call In Order:
Allow 10-15 Minutes

SUNDAY-THURSDAY 
10:30 AM - 3 PM

FRIDAY OPEN TIL 8 PM
Homestyle 

Cafe 205-594-5777
TwoTwo  SistersSisters

Thank You For Your Business!

000285159r1

Photos by Tucker Webb/The Daily Home and Submitted

Go Bulldogs!
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Good Luck 

City of Ashville
211 8 th Street
Ashville, AL 35953

205.594.4151

ASHVILLE
BULLDOGS

There is always room to improve 
and there is always something 

else to strive towards
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Ashville Location
Main Office • 6th Avenue Court Street W. 

P.O. Box 370 • Ashville, Al 35953
205-594-5133 

Ashville Location

THE ROBINSON LAW FIRM, P.C.

Wishing All Our Local TeamsWishing All Our Local Teams
A Successful SeasonA Successful Season

“No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”

RLFLaw.net
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Arnold Law Offices

2109 7th Ave. N. Suite #3
Pell City, AL 35125 205-338-6565

Jared B. Arnold
Attorney At Law

WE ARE PROUD SUPPORTERS OF ALL 
OUR AREA HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAMS.

Work hard to do 
your best and 
success will 
surely come.

Have a SucceSSful and Safe Year!

Arnold Law Offices
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Leeds’ defensive front capable of overwhelming opponents
BY TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

LEEDS — Defensive end Kavion Hen-
derson has already put together a career 
worthy of recognition. Unfortunately, for 
the rest of 5A, the consensus 4-star pros-
pect committed to Arkansas still has one 
year left to pad his resume.

“Kavion, he is our best player,” Leeds 
coach Jerry Hood said. “He is the presi-
dent of our leadership council, he has 
the most energy, he cares the most about 
detail, and he is the undisputed leader of 
the team … When your best player is your 
best leader, that helps the locker room.”

On the other side of the line, defensive 
end Chris Burge is finally getting the rec-
ognition he deserves. A 3-star prospect, 
according to 247Sports, Burge reportedly 
has offers from Missouri, Jacksonville 
State and several other D-I programs. 

“Chris is like right there with him as far 
as athleticism, energy, and all those kind 
of things,” Hood said, comparing Burge to 
Henderson. “We think both of those tall, 
long athletes gives us an advantage.”

Advantage? Talk about the understate-
ment of the season, and Hood also has 
faith that linemen Joseph Stone and Nick 
Davis can more than do their part inside to 
open things up for the ends.

In fact, their dominance is a big rea-
son the Leeds coaching staff moved Sean 
Hicks over to right tackle.

“We got four senior D-linemen that all 
will play college football,” Hood said. “So 
he was stuck in a backup role with them, 
but he had the athleticism and the tough-
ness to play offensive line, so we made 
the switch for the team, but it was a better 
opportunity for him too.”

Hicks will learn the ropes alongside 
three returning starters in right guard Car-
los Plascencia, left guard Taylor Pulliam 
and left tackle Gavin Bowlin.

Jax Garner and Wilson Beasley are 
competing for the open spot at center.

Conner Nelson split time at quarter-
back last season with former teammate 
Jarod Latta who has since graduated. 
Now it’s finally time for Nelson to run the 
show, and Hood is confident he can air the 
ball out even though he rarely attempted 
passes last season.

“He’s got a really huge arm and all,” 
Hood said. “Reading coverages and all 
that is a little new to him. So we keep it 
fairly simple for him, but as far as throwing 
the ball, he has a lot of arm talent, and of 
course, he’s a great athlete. You got always 
the run possibility there.”

Often Nelson was Leeds’ most reliable 

receiver last season. Now that he’s under 
center, he will depend on receiver Jaelyn 
Felder who has emerged as the top option. 
Rylan Rose, freshman Taylon Gaiter and 
Brooks Ford are all expected to see signifi-
cant time at receiver this fall.

Running back Z.J. Dale will lead a com-
mittee on the ground that includes Gray-
son Ford and David Luna.

Former running back Miles Jones will 
start at middle linebacker this season, 
although he remains an emergency option 
to carry the ball if the team needs more 
depth.

Linebackers Gavin Howard and Will 
Ford should split time this season while 
Josh Lee lines up outside.

“I think the verbal leader over there is 
Josh Lee,” Hood said. “The guy can fly. He 
is a tough hitter. Miles has a lot of respon-
sibility because he is the Mike. He is going 
to get us lined up and stuff like that.”

Both corners Jeremiah Hall and Miles 
Ashford return this season, but Leeds 
must replace both safeties. Reece Bittner, 
Dorian Hunter, Tikeem Fitts and Nolan 
Moore compete for the open spots.

One of the biggest question marks on 
the team might just be at kicker. Jackson 
Arthur was a reliable weapon for Leeds 
last season, both on kickoffs and when it 
came to midrange field goals.

Avery Lanford will take his place on 
extra points and field goals. He may also 
handle kickoff duties, but the coaching 
staff is also looking at Plascencia.

Leeds ranks No. 6 in the 5A preseason 
poll. The team finished tied for fifth last 
season after blowing a fourth-quarter lead 
to eventual state champion Ramsay in the 
quarterfinals.

“It made me sick,” Hood said.
That’s as close as Hood gets to discuss-

ing last season’s playoff run. However, 
there is one exception where the coaching 

See Leeds, Page 10

LEEDS

8/25 Vs Mortimer Jordan
9/01 At Pell City
9/08 At Springville
9/15 Vs St. Clair County
9/22 BYE
9/29 Vs Sylacauga
10/06 At Southside
10/13 Vs Alexandria
10/20 Vs Moody
10/27 At Lincoln
11/03 Vs Center Point
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BeSmartDontStart.com

SAY NOSAY NO
TO OPIOIDSTO OPIOIDS
Don’t get sidelined. Make the RIGHT play. 
You are smarter and stronger than any substance.

000306959r1
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Great Service Since 1997
Kurt & Lisa Nassif - owners

1667 Wood St., Steele, AL 35987
Phone 256-570-0777 • Fax 256-570-0764

Email: jandktires@gmail.com   Website: jandktire.com

Tires-Brakes-Alignments-Shocks-Struts-
Oil Change-Minor Auto Repair
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Good Luck To All Area Football Teams

Good Luck Good Luck 
Leeds Green Wave!Leeds Green Wave!

8651 Thornton Avenue8651 Thornton Avenue
Leeds, AL 35094Leeds, AL 35094
lwwb.comlwwb.com 205.699.5151205.699.5151
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staff will remind the play-
ers of the loss to Ramsay.

“We give the kids more 
of a cautionary tale of don’t 
waste those unique times 
in your life where you have 
a great opportunity and 
because of turnovers or 
penalties or whatever the 
case may be, don’t let it 
be because you didn’t do 
something in August and 
September,” Hood said. 
“Let it be because the other 
team is just that much bet-
ter than you.”

Hood said he expects 
Ramsay to be the favorite 
to repeat again this season. 
Of course, Leeds doesn’t 
have to look ahead to the 
postseason to find worthy 
opponents.

Leeds will host No. 7 
Moody on Oct. 20 for a 
matchup that could deter-

mine the region for the 
second year in a row. Leeds 
won last year at Moody 
14-13 after Henderson 
and Burge combined for at 
least four sacks, three addi-
tional tackles for loss and 
four quarterback hurries.

While that showdown 
deserves a spot on the 
shortlist for the most excit-
ing games that will take 
place in the state this fall, 
Hood hopes that fans show 
up for every opponent on 

the schedule.
“We are going to pack 

it out for Moody,” Hood 
said. “Moody knows that 
we know that. That is a 
great rivalry. That will be 
a fun game for this side of 
town, but when we play 
anybody on our schedule, 
I think at this point, our 
boys have proven that they 
are a beacon in this com-
munity, and I would love 
to see it just jam-packed all 
the time.”

Leeds
From Page 8

Photos by Tucker Webb/The Daily Home and Submitted
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2319 Cogswell Ave., Pell City 35125

Your Hometown Drugstore
& Gift Shop

(205) 338-4903

MAINSTREETDRUGS

140 Council Dr., Odenville, AL 35120

(205) 629-6303

35767 US Hwy. 231, Ashville, AL35953
Emergency (205) 369-2391

(205) 594-7088

Looking Forward To 
Another Successful 
Season for All Area 

High School Football 
Teams!

“Great accomplishments 
require great sacrifices.”

00
02

77
40

9r
1



Page 32 PIGSKIN PREVIEW Thursday, August 24, 2023

1904 16th Ave S.  |  Pell City, AL 35128

205.884.1040

Royal
Foods

Established In 1982

“Set your goals high, and 
don’t stop till you get there.” 

GOOD LUCK To All 
Area High School 
Football Teams!

000277869r1

Springville Tigers

Tight-knit Springville hopes to make most of bond forged last season
BY TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

SPRINGVILLE — When Spring-
ville coach Jon Clements looks at 
quarterback Jake Conner he can’t 
help but think of his principal, Greg-
ory Moore.

“I know that’s a funny compari-
son,” Clements said. 

In both Conner and Moore, Cle-
ments sees a leader that establishes 
the tone by setting the right example.

“So many people love coming 
to work here for him because of the 
same exact thing,” Clements said. 
“And I think that just bleeds into our 
team with Jake. Jake’s the same way. 
He doesn’t talk a lot, but he’s there 
every day. He works his tail off.”

Although Conner is the front-
runner in fall camp, he has yet to win 
the starting job over Noel Cox. 

No matter who wins the job, both 
guys will see the field plenty this 
fall. Conner’s secondary position 
is at safety, while Cox is the team’s 
top option at receiver, although Cle-

ments believes Cox would excel any-
where on the field.

“To coach a Noel Cox, everybody, 
every coach should get to coach one 
of him,” Clements said. “Because 
he is that type of player. He can do 
anything out there on that field. And 
whatever he can’t do. If you tell him 
he can’t do it, he’ll figure it out. He’s a 
tireless worker.”

Some players crack the starting 
lineup thanks to their raw athleti-

cism, but that wasn’t the case with 
receiver Seth Jones. He worked 
exceptionally hard to earn his spot 
on the roster.

“As far as being the best teammate 
and best person for us, he’s incred-
ible,” Clements said.

Sophomore Reed Wallace and 
senior Drake Digiacomo should also 
see plenty of time at receiver this 
season.

The Tigers’ head coach said the 
team’s strength probably lies up front 
with the line. The three standouts 
are center Nathan Baldwin, Spencer 
Stewart and Brodie Ginn.

Clements isn’t exactly sure where 
the last two will play or who will start 
alongside them, but that has more to 
do with finding the best combination 
than it does with a lack of talent.

Lineman Joseph Glenn hasn’t 
locked down a starting role for the 
Tigers this year yet, but Clements 
praised him as a possible sixth man 
that has the versatility to play any of 

SPRINGVILLE

8/24 Vs Etowah
9/01 At Mortimer Jordan
9/08 Vs Leeds
9/15 At Southside
9/22 Vs Alexandria
9/29 At Oneonta
10/06 Vs Moody
10/13 At Lincoln
10/20 BYE
10/27 At St. Clair County
11/03 Vs Pell City

See Springville, Page 34
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Quick Lane
at

Town & Country Ford
1103 Martin Street North   |   Pell City, Alabama, 35125   |   205-525-4777   |   PellCityQuickLane.com
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GOOD LUCK TO ALL AREA TEAMS. WE WISH GOOD LUCK TO ALL AREA TEAMS. WE WISH 
YOU A SAFE AND SUCCESSFUL SEASON!YOU A SAFE AND SUCCESSFUL SEASON!

IItt ddooeessnn’’tt mmaatttteerr iiff yyoouu ggeett kknnoocckkeedd ddoowwnn......
wwhhaatt mmaatttteerrss iiss tthhaatt yyoouu ggeett bbaacckk uupp!!



Page 34 	 PIGSKIN PREVIEW	 Thursday, August 24, 2023

SpringvilleSpringville    
Small Engine Service

205-467-0373
Stacy Shoop Owner

7885 Hwy. 11 North 
Springville

GOOD 
LUCK!

We support Springville 
High School Football Team!

Good Luck To All Area 
Football Teams!
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$79Mens Boots
starting at 

1715 2nd Ave. East, Hwy. 75 N.  |  Oneonta, AL 35121
Mon-Sat 9am-7pm  |  Sunday  1pm-5pmAll Major Credit Cards

205-853-8635 Like Rose’s Shoes 
& Boots on Facebook

Rose’s Shoes & BootsRose’s Shoes & Boots

$19.80 or
2 for $38
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the line positions.
“They are all inter-

changeable, and I think 
that is something that’s 
gonna make our team have 
a really good dynamic,” 
Clements said. “I mean, 
we’re gonna play seven or 
eight offensive linemen in 
different spots throughout 
a game.”

The Tigers might need 
every one of them in order 
to capitalize on running 
back Mahlon Alverson’s 
potential.

There was no doubt he 
would be one of the focal 
points of this offense, but 
Clements said he’s seen a 
huge change in the run-
ning back’s attitude this 
offseason.

“Something clicked 
with Mahlon, and Mahlon 
kind of got out of his own 
way and started really 
believing in the weight 
room and taking care of his 
body and really maturing,” 
Clements said. “I guess 
that’s the best word to use. 
… I told him the other day 
after practice that was 
probably the best practice 
I’ve seen from a single 
player since I’ve been 
here.”

He didn’t tell Alver-
son that just because he 
dominated physically, 
which it sounds like he did. 
Alverson also volunteered 
to jump in with the scout 
team and looked for little 
ways he could help his 
teammates get the most 
out of their practice oppor-
tunities. 

That’s not who Alverson 
has been in the past. Now 
that his running back sees 
the bigger picture, Clem-
ents expects others on the 
team to follow his lead.

“Kids do what kids 
see. … It doesn’t take long 
when the guys whose 
names are in the paper all 
the time are doing the right 
things, how everybody else 
wants to do it, too,” Cle-
ments said.

Fellow running backs 
Colby Ellis and Gavin Web-
ber will mix in when Alver-
son needs a break this year.

Kayden Hanrahan will 
rotate in at tight end in 
addition to his duties as 
the team’s long snapper.

The specialists relying 
on Hanrahan will include 
sophomore kicker Patrick 
Williams and junior punter 
Brady Seaman.

Seaman, a safety, is 
also one of three returning 
starters in the second-
ary. Conner will likely see 
some time at safety as well, 
although the outcome 
of the quarterback battle 
could minimize his role on 
defense if the Tigers want 
to play it safe.

The other returner is 
cornerback Kaden Jeffrey. 
A committee including 
defensive backs Jacob 
Adams and Cody Ingram 
will cover the rest of the 
secondary.

Linebacker Cole Tittle, 
a returning starter, will be 
tasked with making all the 
calls for the defense this 
fall.

Defensive linemen 

Landon McKendree and 
Talan Swallows return to 
anchor things up front for 
the Tigers.

Edge Elijah Wasden 
would have been another 
returning starter for the 
Tigers, but he missed all 
of last season with a back 
injury. Clements said 
Wasden lost a lot of weight 
due to the injury, but the 
defender looks like a “new 
human” these days.

“All of the sudden, he 
is healthy now, and we’re 
like wow, this is going to be 
a good player for us,” Cle-
ments said. “So I’m really 
looking for some big things 
out of Elijah.”

Speaking of big things, 
Clements looks like a 
coach with the weight of 
the world off his shoulders 
this August.

“They had an oppor-
tunity to quit,” Clements 
said. “They had an oppor-
tunity to leave and go to 
another school. … They 
stuck with us through the 
hard times. And I think 
they deserve to see the 
fruits of their labor. 

“Now, does that mean 

that’s gonna happen? I 
can’t sit here and tell you 
that. But I know waking 
up and coming to work 
every day. It is a pleasure 
because of the people we 
get to be around.”

Clements quickly 
adds that his comments 
aren’t a criticism of last 
year’s seniors. That group 
showed the returning play-
ers how to deal with the 
adversity that comes with a 
1-9 season.

It’s possible the Tigers 
emerged from last year 
stronger for it. Clements 
said he’s never seen a team 
with better chemistry than 
this group. A lot of the 
credit goes to the current 
senior class.

“These 14 seniors, I can 
almost bet that no mat-
ter what happens, they 
are going to be successful 
people,” Clements said.

Springville
From Page 32
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City of 
Springville

City Departments

Go Springville 
Tigers!

www.springvillealabama.org

Municipal Court
Fire Department
Park and Recreation
Building & Zoning

Administrative/Finance
Police Department
Street Department
Water & Sewer 
Library
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Photos by Tucker Webb/The Daily Home and Submitted

Go Tigers!
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Victory Christian Lions

Lions start new era celebrating increased depth
BY TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

PELL CITY — There’s an empty locker 
in the middle of Victory Christian’s locker 
room. On the top and bottom of the locker 
read the words “The Beast.”

Each week that place of honor is sup-
posed to be given to the football player 
that sets the best example on the field. 
Last year, Asa Warren might as well have 
set up permanently in that locker, con-
sidering he spent at least half the season 
there.

“Because he is the one that is going to 
come up and get you,” Victory Christian 
coach Terry Etheredge said.

Warren should have plenty of chances 
to back that up on the field this season, 
considering the outside linebacker will 
also see time at safety and cornerback. 
Etheredge wasn’t with the program 
last year, but Warren’s physical play on 
defense more than earned the first-year 
coach’s respect.

“He is smart, for one,” Etheredge said. 
“He knows the defenses. He can get the 
kids in the right coverages. … He really, 
really studies the defensive side of the 

ball. It is like having a coach on the field.”
Inside, the Lions will rely on Kaden 

Dixon and Caden Brunson while Dylan 
Hollis is the front-runner, outside of War-
ren, of course, to earn the start on the 
outside.

Backing them up will be a secondary 
that includes starting safety Alex Hoggard. 
Etheredge said he’s watched the sopho-
more gain confidence throughout the 
spring and summer. 

In fact, the coach said he’s confident 
Hoggard will end the season with multiple 

picks.
“He got an interception at the end of 

the year,” Etheredge said. “And during the 
spring and coming into 7-on-7s, I think it 
finally clicked with him how you play this 
position.”

Elsewhere in the secondary, Brayden 
Holliday will lock down one of the corner-
back spots.

The other corner spot will be split 
between brothers Issac and Noah Baker, 
although Etheredge said Noah has the 
edge heading into fall camp.

Up front, the defense will lean on 
linemen Brady Hart and William Wilson-
Hueter inside while Reed Martin and 
Walker Caldwell start at the two defensive 
end positions.

Of course, the defense will just be one 
of many places the Lions will lean on 
Wilson-Hueter. The 6-foot-4, 280-pound 
lineman is also one of two front runners 
for kicking duties this year. He’s the early 
favorite for field goals more than 30 yards 
away. 

Freshman DeWayne Talley is compet-
ing to handle short field goals this season. 
He’s also competing for some or all of the 
team’s place-kicking duties.

There’s also a bit of a competition 
ongoing at punter. Etheredge said it would 
be either Hoggard or junior Shepard Sar-
gent who handled it last year.

Of course, while Sargent might have to 
prove himself this fall as a punter, that’s 
not the case at quarterback, where he will 
start for the Lions for the third straight 
season.

“That is huge, huge,” Etheredge said. 
“He sees things that a younger guy ain’t 
going to see. He’s been in situations now 
that none of our younger kids have been 
in. He’s going to make our offense go.”

Sargent will be lining up behind a line 
anchored by Wilson-Hueter on one side 
at right tackle and Phillip Brasher on the 
other side at left tackle.

It’s safe to say both tackles have made 
an impression on the Lions’ new coach. 
Brasher lost 60 pounds this year already. 

“He said, ‘coach nobody is going to 
outwork me this year, nobody,’” Etheredge 
said.

Then again, anyone who speaks to 
Etheredge hears more than enough about 
Wilson-Hueter.

VICTORY CHRISTIAN

8/25 At Woodland
9/01 Vs Whitesburg 
Christian Academy
9/08 Vs Talladega County Central
9/15 At Spring Garden
9/22 Vs Donoho
9/29 At Gaylesville
10/06 At Ragland
10/13 Vs Wadley
10/20 BYE
10/26 At Winterboro
11/03 Vs Coosa Christian

See Victory, Page 38
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“He’s got great feet,” Etheredge said. 
“The kids start laughing when I start talk-
ing about how great his feet are because 
I say it so much. His feet, I haven’t seen a 
big man with feet like him, and I think bas-
ketball has helped tremendously.”

The other line positions remain up for 
grabs.

Hart will definitely start, but Etheredge 
isn’t sure if he’s going to end up at center 
or one of the two guard spots. Twins Jude 
and Kade Whittington are in the mix as 
well, along with Caldwell. 

Caleb Powers will likely be the first 
offensive lineman off the bench should 
anyone need a breather. Lance Ly, a 
6-foot-2 senior lineman, is another 
reserve that will be used to spell people on 
both the offensive and defensive lines this 
season.

Whichever combination of guys ends 
up on the field will be asked to pave the 
way for Dixon, a senior running back who 
weighs more than 200 pounds.

“He’s a load, and he’s fast, and he likes 
to deliver a lick,” Etheredge said. “He 
doesn’t wait for the lick. He delivers it.”

When it’s not Dixon carrying the ball, 
it will likely be Brunson, the starting full 
back. Reed Martin could see time at full-
back since he started there last season, but 
he will likely spend most of his offensive 
snaps starting at tight end.

Etheredge said the Lions have a num-
ber of capable backup options for the run-
ning back and fullback positions, includ-
ing Jayden Hicks, Warren, Holliday and 
Caldwell.

Several of those guys will also see time 
at receiver, but the Lions’ starters will like-
ly consist of Warren and Holliday, the lat-
ter of whom is reportedly one of the fastest 
guys on the team.

Victory Christian hasn’t won more than 
four games or made the playoffs since 
2019, when the Lions did both. Despite 
being a first-time head coach, Etheredge 
said he’s confident his team has what it 
takes to surprise people this fall in part 
because he’s dressing 10 kids more, for a 
total of 30, than the last year’s group had 
available. 

Not only will that minimize the load 
on certain Lions, but it should also help 
the coaches make in-game adjustments, 
especially if an opponent hits a groove on 
one side of the ball.

“A lot of things you can’t see from the 
sideline,” Etheredge said. “We need a kid 
to go in and relieve the kid that is in that 
spot so we can go over and talk to that kid. 

“So giving our kids a chance to get a 
break and talk to us for a play or two to 
come up with something to stop some-
thing that is happening or to give them a 
technique that will work better is going to 
be huge for us.” 

Victory
From Page 36
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CITY OF LEEDS
David Miller

Mayor of Leeds

We support the     
Leeds 

Green Wave!

HUSTLE, HIT,
NEVER QUIT!

1400 9th STREET
LEEDS, AL 35094 205-577-1396
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Check the 
St. Clair 
Times 

for more 
football 

and sports 
news!
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8804 Parkway Drive
Leeds, AL 35094
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Good Luck to 
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Pick your poison: Veteran Moody secondary 
should give new offensive leaders time to grow

BY TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

MOODY — Last year 
Moody shattered the 
school’s offensive records, 
won the program’s first 
playoff game since 2004, 
and came two points short 
of claiming the region 
championship with a win 
over Leeds. 

Just don’t expect Moody 
coach Jake Ganus to stop 
and reflect on any of it.

“I think that every 
season and every team is 
completely different and 
has their own identity,” 
Ganus said. “And I think 
that where coach (Mark) 
Freeman is so good at, 
Thompson is not living on 
last year’s success because 
they keep winning it. … 
We just hammer it is about 
today. It is about what is 
important in this moment.”

Speaking of today, the 
Blue Devils rank No. 7 in 
5A entering the season, 
and the talent in the sec-
ondary more than backs 
that ranking up.

On one side sits junior 
cornerback Sidney Walton, 
a 3-star prospect accord-
ing to 247Sports. Walton 
reportedly has offers from 
Kentucky and West Vir-
ginia already. 

“He is a vocal leader, 
which I love,” Ganus 
said. “You look out there, 
you might look at A’Mon 
(Lane) and Sidney and 
say I’m going to throw at 
A’Mon, which is good. We 
want you to do that, but 
Sidney, just that presence 
of being 6-3, 190 out there 
and can run and move and 
is quick and can jump.”

Speaking of Lane, Wal-
ton’s counterpart on the 
other side of the field is a 
4-star Auburn commit-
ment that ranks among the 
state’s best seniors this fall.

Lane spent last season 

at Moody’s nickel, where 
Ganus expects his son 
to play when he arrives 
at Auburn. Still, the Blue 
Devils coach can’t help but 
get excited about seeing 
Lane play corner this fall.

“Where he has really 
taken his game to the next 
level is man coverage,” 
Ganus said. “He has always 
been good at man, but I 
think moving him to cor-
ner and letting work with 
coach (TD) Marshall every 
day on footwork, off-hand 
jam, the little things, that 
are going to put more tools 
in his toolbox to play man.”

Then at the safety level, 
the Blue Devils have AJ 
Madison, who Ganus 
praised as the team’s best 
tackler lining up alongside 
Coastal Carolina commit-
ment Chase Jackson.

If that wasn’t enough, 
Ganus said junior corner-
back Eric Vance, sopho-
more safety Caden Cofield 
and freshman safety Jalijah 
Rutledge are all pushing 
the established starters for 
playing time this fall.

Dezron Mobley should 
replace Lane at nickel 
this fall. He will be lining 
up next to a linebacker 
corps that includes senior 
returning starters Zane 
Smith and Gavyn Baker 
on the inside and outside 
linebacker Kaleb Goff who 
has 22 career starts under 

his belt already.
Things don’t get less 

intimidating up front. 
Cameron Mallory, the only 
freshman to start last sea-
son, is back on the inside.

“He is special,” Ganus 
said. “We ride his tail. … 
but it is only because we 
see greatness in that kid.”

He is flanked by senior 
returning starters Logan 
Hall and Brady Dodd. 
Simon Mollay and Char-
lie Kitts will see time at 
defensive end while fresh-

man Ba’Roc Willis moves 
around as a defensive 
edge.

Speaking of an edge, 
Ganus is excited to watch 
kicker Junior Moreno 
show off this year after he 
improved his field goal 
range and worked on his 
kickoffs.

The offense doesn’t 
boast quite as many 
returning starters, but 
Arkansas State commit-
ment Blaine Burke might 
mask a lot of that all by 
himself. Last fall Burke 
proved he could more than 
earn his keep as a pass 
catcher alone. It sounds 
like Ganus will reward that 
production with a greater 
role in the passing game.

That will mean more 
running back snaps for 
Abram Jackson, who 
Ganus said somehow 
managed to top 600 rush-
ing yards last season, play-

Go Blue Devils!

MOODY

8/25 Vs Pell City
9/01 At Sylacauga
9/08 At Alexandria
9/15 Vs Bishop McNamara
9/22 Vs Lincoln
9/29 Vs Shelby County
10/06 At Springville
10/13 Vs St. Clair County
10/20 At Leeds
10/27 Vs Southside
11/03 BYE

See Moody, Page 15
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ing clearly in Burke’s shadow.
Speaking of shadows, Moody’s top 

receivers last fall, Davion Dozier and 
Kolby Seymour, are off at Arkansas and 
UAB (walk-on), respectively. 

“I love our receiver group, Ganus said. 
“They are going to be in the shadow of 
Davion until they get out. And that is what 
we talk about. What a fun challenge it is 
for them to have to go and replace the 
production of Davion and Kolby, who had 
over 2,000 yards between the two of them. 
To me, that is exciting because that is 2,000 
yards that are out there for the taking.”

The guys seeking to answer that bell 
include returning starters Aidan Robinson 
and Braden Wright. They will be joined 
in the starting lineup by Jacob Hadaway, 
a former linebacker, and Josiah Dozier, 
Davion’s cousin, who requested to wear 
the No. 4 jersey this year.

Bradley Blais and Isaiah Hatch also 
wait in the wings to take the field. Then 
there’s Hewitt-Trussville transfer KD 
Barnes who will get a chance to earn play-
ing time or even a starting role during the 
final weeks of fall camp.

The offense will be anchored by an 
offensive line that includes returning 
starters in center Brennan King, right 
guard Jackson Randall and left tackle 

Jaxon Huckeba. Those three are the favor-
ites to start again alongside two of JB Mey-
ers, Caydon Smith and Ryder Hixson.

The guy asked to bring it all together 
will be starting quarterback Charlie John-
ston. Despite lacking varsity tape, John-
ston has already received several Division 
I offers, including one from Pittsburgh. 

Ganus expects Johnston to have his 
pick of Power Five schools from this 
region of the country that still have schol-
arship offers remaining before the season 
ends.

“An offensive coordinator at a big, big 
school around here and call, and basically 
they are like we want to see this kid under 
fire, we want to see him when the bullets 
are going,” Ganus said. “And he’s a no-
brainer offer kid, and it’s a huge school. 
That is the consensus with a lot of schools 
that haven’t pulled the trigger.”

Despite Johnston’s talents, he won’t be 
the only quarterback to take the field this 
fall for the Blue Devils. Bryton Usrey, a 
dual-threat quarterback Ganus said could 
have started for other schools.

“But he wants to be at Moody,” Ganus 
said. “And I want him at Moody, and we’re 
going to use him and get him involved in 
the offense and the game plans and make 
sure teams have to prepare for both of 
them.”

Moody
From Page 14



Page 16 PIGSKIN PREVIEW Thursday, August 24, 2023

New Luxury Mattresses up to 70% OFF

8105 Parkway Drive, Leeds, AL
 205-597-4994

overstockmattress280@gmail.com
overstockmattress280.com

Carey Crowder, President

Downtown Leeds

Good Luck to the 
Leeds Greenwave 

Football Team!
We hope you have a Winning Season!
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1609 Cogswell Ave., Pell City 
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Good Luck 
Greg Bain, Certified Public Accountant
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Lets see what happens when preparation meets opportunity.Lets see what happens when preparation meets opportunity.

2024 BRONCO SPORT BADLANDS
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Pell City Panthers

Pell City changing culture, expectations under Rush Propst
BY TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

PELL CITY — Pell City spent the 
summer upgrading the helmets, 
water dispensers and even bought 
cases of Catapult GPS sensors. That’s 
probably just the tip of the iceberg.

“Changing the culture,” Pell City 
coach Rush Propst said. “Everything 
we are doing is changing. This place 
was in the ditch now. This place 
was the worst place that I have been 
to ever, as far as in bad shape. But 
the excitement is really good. And 
people are all pulling in the same 
direction, so I am happy with where 
we are going.”

Propst’s career includes more 
than 300 wins, some of which were 
vacated, and seven state champion-
ships. Many view Propst as a rebuild-
er. Pell City could certainly use one 
after the team finished 1-9 last year 
and 13-37 in the last five years.

There was reason for optimism 
before Propst arrived on the scene. 
Quarterback Caleb Groce seemed to 

put things together in the final weeks 
of last season.

It remains to be seen what role 
Groce will play this fall. He’s current-
ly battling with transfer quarterback 
Nikita Getmanschchuk and fresh-
man Brody Gossett.

Propst said Getmanschchuk “has 
a pretty decent arm. I think he throws 
the deep ball okay, I think he strug-
gles with certain things, but I think 

he can throw an accurate ball down-
field. You know we got to protect him 
a little better. … And then Caleb is an 
athlete. Just happens to be playing 
quarterback, and then you’ve got 
Brody, the freshman, he’s savvy, and 
he’s got the it factor.”

Propst said the winner will be the 
guy that takes care of the football. His 
quarterback can turn the ball over at 
most once every two weeks.

To help them in that effort, center 
Michael Snow will lead an offensive 
line that includes three other seniors, 
including left guard Caden Alridge, 
right guard Lance Sanderson and 
right tackle William Molan.

Malik Watts, a junior, will start 
at left tackle. Junior Dylan Ascunce 
is currently the first lineman off the 
bench ahead of BJ Swain, Hunter 
Brown, Andrew Allan and Jorden 
Posey.

Running back Markise Bedford 
will lead a running back stable 
that could see as many as five guys 

PELL CITY

8/25 At Moody
9/01 Vs Lees
9/08 Vs Clay-Chalkville
9/15 Vs Center Point
9/22 BYE
9/29 At Eufaula
10/06 At Oxford
10/13 Vs Shades Valley
10/20 Vs Huffman
10/27 Vs Pinson Valley
11/03 At Springville

See Pell City, Page 21
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Good Luck 
to All Area 

Teams!
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1220 Martin St. S.  |  Pell City
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Make sure your 
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their shots!
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rotate through the lineup. 
Landen Strong appears 
poised to be second up in 
what could be a competi-
tive group.

Propst said Bedford 
is “very explosive. Got a 
chance to do a lot of differ-
ent things. He can do a lot 
with the ball in his hands.”

Joining him in the start-
ing lineup will be tight end 
Dalton Fink and receivers 
Zack Duncan, Ethan Ever-
ett and John David Propst.

Before discussing the 
defense, Propst stops 
to single out kicker Jake 
Blackstone as someone 
the Panthers head coach 
believes has promise.

On the defensive side, 

position battles continue 
to rage. Cornerback LJ 
Berry is one of the first 
defensive backs to lock 
down a starting job.

“I’m really impressed 
with him this summer,” 
Propst said. “Especially the 
last few weeks. He’s been 
offered by North Alabama.”

Sophomore Ethan 
Isbell seems poised to start 
at the opposite cornerback 
spot. The open safety spots 
remain an ongoing com-
petition between Justyce 
Ammons, Cayden Sawyer, 
Tristan Stancil and JJ John-
son.

Colston McCombs cur-
rently leads Jaydyn Love 
in what has become a very 
tight competition at nickel.

Jordon Perry and DJ 
Verges earned the start at 
linebacker. Sean Boyle and 
Mayson Dates are squar-
ing off for the last spot.

The defensive line start-
ers will include Hunter 
Otwell, Jachian Dun-
naville, Jaden Elston and 
Brandon Smith.

Jordan Woods, Trey 
Kurzejeski, Kaden Joiner 
and Landin Hardy are all 
expected to rotate in on the 
defense line.

Usually, first-year 
coaches feel the need to 
ask their community to 
come out and support the 
team in the year ahead. 
Propst doesn’t have that 
problem with the excite-
ment surrounding the 

Panthers.
“It has been wonderful,” 

Propst said. “Very appre-
ciative of this community 
what they’ve done, what 
they are doing. … all this 
is new to them. The level 
which we are trying to get 
this is all new to them. It is 
a lot of hard work.”

He added that it’s spe-
cial to be back in St. Clair 
County, where he first 
became a head coach at 
Ashville. Now, he hopes 
to finish his career with 
the greatest challenge he’s 
ever undertaken.

“We’re going to turn 
this thing around, and it 
is probably going to be as 
gratifying as any job I’ve 
ever had,” Propst said. “I 

look for this to be some-
thing that is really, really 
special. Whether it is this 
year, next year or the next 
or the next. Once we get 
there, I think you’ll have a 
gratification, it is the rea-

son you get into coaching 
is to feel like this. To turn 
something as bad as this 
into something that means 
something is why you get 
into coaching, and I’m 
excited for it.”

Pell City
From Page 18

Photos by Tucker Webb/The Daily Home and Submitted
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Ragland Purple Devils

Ragland hopes familiar faces result in faster start in 2023
BY TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

RAGLAND — Last season Rag-
land head coach Wes Tidwell let his 
two sophomores battle it out at the 
quarterback spot until the very last 
whistle. 

It might be a new season, but 
Tidwell sees no reason to make any 
changes this year. At least, not until 
quarterbacks Drake Kay and Antwan 
Byers give him a reason to.

“Both of them can help us at that 
spot,” Tidwell said. “So, somebody is 
going to have to outright win the job 
for me to make that rock-solid deci-
sion. And really, neither one of them 
ever did. … We’re really looking for 
one kid to step up and take it. That 
way, we can maneuver the other guys 
to where we can get the best 11 out 
there possible.”

So Ragland fans, and opponents, 
will likely see plenty of both behind 
center again this season. Speaking 
of the center, Brandon Hill is one of 
three returning offensive linemen 
that started every game for the Pur-
ple Devils last season alongside right 
guard Skyler Barber and right tackle 
Tacorion Soles.

“They know what we are trying to 
get into and what checks and adjust-
ments,” Tidwell said. “And they can 

help set those other guys as well, so it 
is a huge advantage.”

Those other guys include left tack-
le Brandon McCulley and whoever 
wins the ongoing battle at left guard 
between Luke Brewer and Cash Rob-
inson.

Several Purple Devils will get the 
chance to run behind that line, but 
Brett Sisson and La’Darius Rembert 
should see the bulk of the running 
back snaps.

A’Ron Lee might mix in as well. 
After all, he was one of Ragland’s 
main backs last year. However, 
Tidwell believes he could be even 
more valuable splitting time out wide 
and in the slot.

“Because he’s so athletic,” Tidwell 

said. “Just try to get the ball to him in 
space.”

Tidwell said Lee is one of two 
players who Ragland needs to see 
touch the ball at least 15 times a 
game. The other is starting wide 
receiver Brayden Collins.

“He’s got a lot of experience under 
his belt,” Tidwell said. “But he’s going 
to be a lot more heavily involved. … 
Get the ball in his hands, and he’s 
going to make a lot of people look 
stupid. He’s got a lot of shake to his 
game.”

The other starting receiver will 
be Jagger Cox. Tidwell said Hunter 
Nolin, who didn’t play last year, will 
also see time at receiver once he’s up 
to speed.

It’s also possible the coaching staff 
gives D’aundray Bothwell a chance 
at receiver since he is, in Tidwell’s 
words, “the most athletic kid in the 
school.”

“The other day, we put him at 
D-line,” Tidwell said. “Well, our guys 
could hardly block him, he’s just so 
athletic. Then we put him back there 
to give us a look at tailback, and we 
can’t seem to hem him up. You’ve got 
to figure out how to get him the ball 
because he’s just athletic.”

Last, but certainly not least, Ethan 

RAGLAND

8/25 Vs Vincent
9/01 Vs Southeastern
9/08 Vs Donoho
9/15 Vs Randolph County
9/22 At Wadley
9/29 At Pleasant Valley
10/06 Vs Victory Christian
10/13 At Winterboro
10/20 Vs Talladega County 
Central
10/27 At Spring Garden
11/03 BYE

See Ragland, Page 24
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Wood Appraisal Service

Dot H. Wood
State Certified Appraiser
dotwood59@gmail.com

1704 Cogswell Avenue   |   Pell City, Alabama 35125
205-884-1608

BEST WISHES
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All Area Teams
All Area Teams
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220 Fredia St., Ste 102 Ragland, Alabama 35131
http://www.townofragland.org/   •    205-472-0400

LET’S GO 
DEVILS!

TOWN OF 
RAGLAND

We are proud of our 
Purple Devil Football Team, 

Cheerleaders, and Band!
Richard Bunt-Mayor

Carlton Byers-Distric 1/Mayor Pro-tem
David Yance-District 2

Brian Phillips-District 4
Pat Ford-District 3

Corey Gardner-District 5

LET’S GO LET’S GO 
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Courtney will serve as the 
team’s main H-Back. The 
Ragland coach said Court-
ney must have scored 10 
times from that position 
last fall.

“Outside of your quar-
terback, there is more 
responsibility on that 
spot than any other in the 
offense,” Tidwell said. “So 
you have to have some-
body that can listen and 
learn.”

Of course, that’s not 
the only place Tidwell is 
counting on the reigning 
St. Clair County Co-Defen-
sive MVP.

Courtney will likely see 
his biggest impact come off 
the field.

“He don’t have to say a 
lot, because he does a lot,” 
Tidwell said. “And then 
when he does say stuff, 
it has meaning because 
it has merit behind it. So 
he’s going to play a much 
bigger leadership role for 
us, but he is very much 
equipped to do so.”

Sisson, who moved to 
the outside linebacker spot 
last fall, is back inside this 
season. Tidwell expects 
freshman Shaun Hawkins 
to start in his place outside 
after he sat out last year.

“Shaun has got a lot to 
learn. … He’s a kid that I 
feel good about moving 
forward for the next several 
years here,” Tidwell said. 
“And physically, he can 
do it.”

He will be learning 
behind and alongside a 
defensive line that includes 
Rembremt and Soles in the 
starting spots.

They will be backed 
up by Barber, McCulley in 
addition to Hill, Robinson 
and Bradly Dill.

Tidwell said he isn’t 
overly concerned with 
starters when it comes 
to the defensive line. He 
plans to rotate through the 
reserves enough that the 
first two strings see equal 
playing time.

“It is extremely help-
ful,” Tidwell said of his 
experience on the line. 
“You refresh instead of 
rebuild. … You don’t have 
to start over from scratch, 
and then they kind of teach 
those younger guys.”

The secondary is easily 
the most untested part of 
Tidwell’s defense. Cox, a 
safety, is the only return-
ing starter back there. 
The coaches expect him 
to lead all the defensive 
backs, including Lee who 
will see time at corner and 
fellow safety Greyson Hay 
who was promoted to the 
varsity roster after he spent 
last season with the junior 
varsity squad.

“He is a very smart kid, 
is very intelligent,” Tidwell 
said. “He is going to take 
some lumps, but he is 
going to be fine, he is going 
to be better because of it.”

Last year Ragland 
opened the season, drop-
ping three of its first four 

games before bouncing 
back to win five of its last 
seven.

This season, the Purple 
Devils will get to avenge 
its first three losses with 
games against non-confer-
ence foes Vincent, South-
eastern, and Randolph 
County in the first four 
weeks of the season.

Ragland lost each of 
those three contests by at 
least 15 points, and Tidwell 
expects each one of them 
to be tough outs again this 
year.

Except this time, Rag-
land will be home, and 
a good showing against 
them could spark an 
incredible run in region 
play.

“The first four games, 
a couple of those guys are 
going to be as tough as you 
play all year. … If you figure 
out how to beat teams like 
that obviously, it gives you 
confidence heading into 
your region,” Tidwell said.

Ragland
From Page 23

Photos by Tucker Webb/The Daily Home and Submitted
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0%0% 
INTERESTINTEREST
for up to 72 months††

PELLCITYHEATINGANDCOOLING.COM        205.338.2820        24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

AL Cert# 17078AL Cert# 17078

UNSTOPPABLE PERFORMANCE.UNSTOPPABLE PERFORMANCE.UNSTOPPABLE PERFORMANCE.UNSTOPPABLE PERFORMANCE.UNSTOPPABLE PERFORMANCE.
UNBEATABLE DEALSUNBEATABLE DEALS..

Locally OwnedLocally Owned

†The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit. The special terms APR will continue to 
apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for 
Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other transactions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum 
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for up to 72 months
Ryleigh BolingRyleigh Boling

Pell City High School Class of 2024Pell City High School Class of 2024
Cheer Captain - 12 Years of CheeringCheer Captain - 12 Years of Cheering

Troy UniversityTroy University
Area of Study: NursingArea of Study: Nursing 

Words cannot express the Words cannot express the 
love and pride we have for love and pride we have for 

you. We look forward to you. We look forward to 
watching you exceed at watching you exceed at 

all your dreams.all your dreams.
We love you so much!We love you so much!

"Brick with Character" 
Using tradition and innovative technology, 
Ragland Clay Products produces unique 
brick and brick pavers.

61 Industrial Dr.
Ragland, AL 205.472.2136

We support  
Ragland 

Purple Devils
 and all other 

St. Clair County 
Football Teams!
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Go Devils!
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City of Odenville
A Good Place To Call Home

183 Alabama Street 
Odenville, AL 35120 
 205-629-6366

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 
AREA TEAMS FOR A 
SUCCESSFUL YEAR!
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St. Clair County Saints

Saints expect big things 
from offensive duo

BY TYLER WALDREP
twaldrep@dailyhome.com

ODENVILLE — St. Clair County’s 
first-year coach Tyler Robinson isn’t shy 
when asked about wide receiver Jeremiah 
Thomas. In fact, Robinson hopes Thomas 
is one of the worst-kept secrets in 5A by 
the end of the season.

“Our passing game is built to go 
through him first,” Robinson said. “To me, 
you have to with a kid like that, and you 
got to have some fun with that kid, move 
them around and try to get him mismatch. 
… I mean, the kid truly is, I think, a hidden 
talent in 5A football.”

Robinson already has the junior down 
for 1,000 yards and at least eight touches 
per game. Oh, and if teams try to double 
him, then Robinson is confident sopho-
more receiver Tra’Vel Jones can make 
them regret that decision.

“He is special with the ball in his hand,” 
Robinson said. “He will make you miss 
quick, and he is one that will make you 
miss, and he is gone.”

Plus, Thomas’ younger brother, eighth-
grader Jordan Thomas, will line up in the 

slot.
While the receivers will likely be the 

offense’s driving force this season, they are 
hardly the only weapons on the team.

Starting running back Ryan Parker 
is back this year, and the five-foot-11, 
200-pound back is ready to leave a last-
ing impression this fall in what Robinson 
believes will be a breakout season.

“He is the strongest kid we have in 
the weight room,” Robinson said. “And 

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

8/25 Vs Ashville
9/01 At Corner
9/08 BYE
9/15 At Leeds
9/22 Vs Southside
9/29 At Elmore County
10/6 At Alexandria
10/13 Vs Moody
10/20 Vs Lincoln
10/27 Vs Springville
11/03 Vs Dora

See SCCHS, Page 29
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Good Luck to Good Luck to 
All Area Teams!All Area Teams!
CRAWFORD-SKINNER

AGENCY, INC.

Complete Insurance Agency

205.467.6777
6412 Main Street, Springville

“Quality Service Since 1944”

FROM

00
02

77
79

6R
1

2424
HourHour
TowingTowing
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Body RepairBody Repair

1600 9th Street1600 9th Street
Leeds, AL 35094Leeds, AL 35094 205-699-6651 205-699-6651 

Air Cushion Air Cushion 
RecoveryRecovery
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MurrayMurray’’ss
Garage, Inc.Garage, Inc.

Go Saints!

Photos by Tucker Webb/The Daily Home and Submitted



Thursday, August 24, 2023 PIGSKIN PREVIEW Page 29

We would like to wish our St. Clair County Football 
Teams, Bands, and Cheerleaders a great season!

St. Clair St. Clair County Board of EduCation: County Board of EduCation: 
Justin D. Burns - Superintendent

A s hv i l le  B u l ld og s A s hv i l le  B u l ld og s   
M o o d y  B lu e  D ev i lsM o o d y  B lu e  D ev i ls

Ra g la n d  Pu r p le  D ev i ls  Ra g la n d  Pu r p le  D ev i ls  
St . C la i r  Co u n ty  S a i n t sSt . C la i r  Co u n ty  S a i n t s

S p r i n g v i l le  T i g e r sS p r i n g v i l le  T i g e r s

Scott Suttle - Board President

Cathy W. Fine - Board Member
Bogie Lovell - Board Member

Nickie VanPelt - Board Vice President

Allison Gray - Board Member
Bill Morris - Board Member

Randy Thompson - Board Member
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13508 Cogswell Ave3508 Cogswell Ave
Pell City, AL 35125Pell City, AL 35125

Inside the Pink StoreInside the Pink Store

205-913-1942205-913-1942
Call Us or Visit Our FaceCall Us or Visit Our Facebookbook

WANDA’s
Silk FlowersSilk Flowers

Holiday Decorations
Funeral Sprays

Floral Arrangements

Wishing a 
successful 

season to all
our area teams!

Holiday Decorations
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GOOD LUCK SAINTS!GOOD LUCK SAINTS!
Practice is the effort 

that makes winning possible.

Mowers, Trimmers, Saws, Blowers,
Generators & Pressure Washers

Oakridge Outdoor Oakridge Outdoor 
Power Equipment, incPower Equipment, inc

14303 Hwy. 411 ∙ Odenville, AL ∙ 205-629-2270
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really, truly, he is being 
so big, especially at the 
high school level. Those 
kids typically don’t move 
like he does as well. He 
can run, you know. When 
he breaks one, he can get 
out on you, and nobody is 
going to catch him.”

Fellow running back 
Aiden Huff will come 
in when Parker needs a 
breather, but that might 
not happen often. Espe-
cially if Parker is going to 
make good on Robinson’s 
belief that he will top 1,000 
yards on the ground this 
season while also increas-
ing his role in the passing 
game.

The offensive line 
tasked with making all 
this possible will include 
seniors Jacob Ingle, Lucas 
Mrachkovskiy and Brad-
ley Smith at left tackle, 
right tackle and left guard, 
respectively. That trio 
combines to weigh 830-
plus pounds.

Sophomores Jacob 
Curry and Michael Gomer 
will join them on the line.

That experience on the 
line, especially at the tackle 
positions, gives Robinson 
a lot of comfort, consider-
ing he decided to start 
freshman Landyn Smith at 
quarterback.

“Being so young, mak-
ing mistakes early that 
scares you because you 
don’t want it to ruin a kid, 
you know, for the rest of 
his career because that 
kid, Landyn Smith, has a 
bright future here at St. 
Clair County High School,” 
Robinson said. “But that 
is one thing we’ve talked 
about and harped on is he 
is going to make mistakes.”

But the quarterback 
won’t be the only one.

“I’m going to make 
mistakes,” Robinson said. 
“This is my first time ever 
being a head coach. I’m 
going to make mistakes. 
There are a lot of things I’m 
going to learn and grow 

from.”
Knowing that keeps 

Robinson up some nights, 
but it also fills him with 
excitement each day. Well, 
that and the chance to see 
Smith in action.

“He has taken com-
plete ownership of this 
offense,” Robinson said. 
“He has learned and he 
has grown so much over 
the summer, far more than 
I ever thought he would, 
to be honest with you. He’s 
just special in the way he 
thinks. He’s a competitor.”

On the other side of the 
ball, the Saints will look to 
junior linebacker Carson 
Jones.

“Probably one of our 
best overall football play-
ers,” Robinson said. “He 

will be a leader for us, and 
he is probably our most 
vocal and true leader on 
this entire football team.”

Fellow linebackers Bo 
Simmons and Chandler 
Hall will join him on the 
field.

Up front, the Saints will 
look to former linebacker 
Landon Houts at defen-
sive end, sophomore end 
Jamarcus Hardy and nose 
guard Noah Burgett.

Nickel corner Devin 
Tilley, a three-year varsity 
player, will lead a second-
ary that includes corner-
backs Travis McClendon 
and Amir Gulley. Caden 
Ray and Jacob DeGrado 
will start at the safety spots.

One change from last 
year is the Saints will no 

longer lean on two-way 
starters. Some kids will 
have packages allowing 
them to help on offense or 
defense, but Robinson said 
the program has around 
80 kids. 

That’s a significant 
change from the 43 he 
believes the Saints had in 
2022.

One of the hardest parts 
really is when you go both 
ways, you never get time 
to make adjustments with 
those kids,” Robinson 
said. “Especially in-game, 
because if Jeremiah makes 
a mistake out there on 
offense, but he’s playing 
corner on defense, I never 
get a chance to correct 
him. So having that ability 
where when they come 
off to the sideline, they are 
catching their breath, get-
ting water, but they are also 
getting coached.”

SCCHS
From Page 27

Good luck to all of the 
area teams this season!

THE ST. CLAIR TIMES
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Here’s to a Great Season for the Here’s to a Great Season for the 
Saint Clair County High School Saint Clair County High School 

Football Team! Go Get Em’ Saints!Football Team! Go Get Em’ Saints!

100 COUNCIL ST. A, ODENVILLE • (205) 629-6390100 COUNCIL ST. A, ODENVILLE • (205) 629-6390

Get all of your game day favorites by Get all of your game day favorites by 
shopping at the Odenville Piggly Wiggly!shopping at the Odenville Piggly Wiggly!

Down Home, Down Home, 
Down The Street.Down The Street.

From your neighborhoodFrom your neighborhood
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