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UPHOLSTERY 

OUTDOOR FABRICS

DRAPERY 

CUSTOM CUSHION REPLACEMENT

PILLOW FORMS

SHOP NOW

—   Including —

—   And more —

—   For Best Selection—

1030 Gurnee Ave. Anniston
(256) 236-8972

NEW SHIPMENT
FINE FABRICS AND 

UPHOLSTERY MATERIALS

Corner of 11th & Gurnee Avenue • Anniston • (256) 236-8972

BY LISA DAVIS
ldavis@annistonstar.com

You could say the kitchen is the heart 
of Chad and Stacy Pearson’s new home in 
White Plains — specifically, the kitchen 
lights.

The modern pendant lights hanging 
over the kitchen island are attention-
grabbing, but they also lend a golden glow 
to the spacious rooms.

The lights were one of the first things 
Stacy bought, even before construction 
started on the house. In a way, the house 
was built around them.

For one thing, they dictated the size of 
the kitchen island. “I never thought we’d 
have an island this huge,” Chad said.

More than that, though, the golden 
metal lampshades add light and warmth, 
making the large house feel cozy.

This is not your grandmother’s gold. 

It’s not bright or gaudy; it’s warming. 
These rich golden tones are echoed 
throughout the house, from table legs to 
chandeliers to bath fixtures.

Chad, the general manager for Cooper 
Chevrolet, and Stacy, who works for Rice, 
Rice & Yates attorneys, moved into their 
new home on Father’s Day 2020. Stacy 
had found a house plan online, which the 
couple then tweaked to make it their own.

The downstairs features an open-
floorplan living room and kitchen, plus a 
roomy master suite. Upstairs are rooms 
for Chad’s two teen-aged sons and Stacy’s 
12-year-old granddaughter. The upstairs 
bonus room is also the only living area 
with a TV.

Stacy didn’t intend for the main living 
room to be TV-free. It just happened, 
but then they liked not having a TV 
downstairs. “We talk more when the kids 
are here,” Stacy said.

Construction on the house took about 
14 months, delayed for a few months 
by rain but also by the early stages of 
the pandemic, as subcontractors had to 
figure out safety precautions and social 
distancing.

Furnishing the house took almost 
as long as construction, as that’s when 
pandemic supply shortages hit. It was 
hard to get appliances. Patio furniture was 
on back-order for months.

The pandemic also meant more time 
at home. Stacy’s favorite space in the 
house became the master suite, with its 
huge bathroom. “It’s like my retreat,” she 
said.

Chad loves to cook, and his favorite 
space is the outdoor kitchen. It features 
two refrigerator drawers, an ice maker, 
a gas grill, a gas oven and lots of storage. 
But the heart of the kitchen is a Traeger 
wood-fired grill. “That’s my baby,” Chad 

said. (He’s a brisket guy.)
There is also a wood-burning fireplace, 

a big-screen TV and spacious seating. 
The family has already thrown a couple of 
birthday parties there.

The outdoor room is lit by a massive, 
54-bulb chandelier. (Chad discovered 
that it’s hard to find a store with 54 of the 
same kind of lightbulb in stock.)

The home is surrounded by towering 
pine trees, visited by birds and the 
occasional deer. “It’s quiet and peaceful,” 
Stacy said.

“Last year, during the pandemic, we 
spent a lot more time at home,” Chad said. 
“This is a good place to build memories 
with the kids.” (And hopefully a good 
place for future grandkids to play.)

Lisa Davis is Features Editor of The 
Anniston Star. Contact her at ldavis@
annistonstar.com.

Stacy and Chad Pearson designed their new home for living
MODERN FLAIR

The entryway features a striking gold-toned light fixture.

The upstairs bonus room is where the whole family can gather to watch TV.

A fantastical Harry Potter-themed bedroom for a 12-year-old granddaughter.

Photos by Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star
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It’s screen tIme!

securIty storm Doors

STORMCO MFG. CO.(256) 820-1412

Security Storm Doors
Over
50

Designs
✿

Custom
Sizes

Available

5395 US Hwy. 431 • Alexandria

23
20

41

STORMCO MFG. CO.(256) 820-1412

Security Storm DoorsOver
50Designs
✿

CustomSizesAvailable

5395 US Hwy. 431 • Alexandria

23
20

41

STORMCO MFG. CO.
5395 US Hwy 431

Alexandria
(256) 820-1412

OVER 50 
DESIGNS

CUSTOM SIZES 
AVAILABLE

• custom sIze screens 
• sun screens 
• screen repaIrs

• rescreen your Frames

• screen Doors/slIDer 
screens

• screens rooms

• storm WInDoWs & Doors

 In the master bedroom, a modern wood accent wall is painted a soothing gray.

The striking pendant lights over the kitchen island are ‘Shelby’ by Savoy House.

Chad Pearson loves to cook, and the outdoor kitchen is his favorite room in the 
house.

There is no TV in the living room, which has meant the family spends more 
time talking.

The home is surrounded by quiet woods.

The master bath features plenty of gold accents.

The dining room features a modern take on the crystal chandelier.



FALL HOME IMPROVEMENTPage 4A Weekend Edition, September 25-26, 2021	 The Anniston Star

Whether you’re doing a new build, a repair or 
replacement project, Oxford Lumber is your 

ONE STOP SHOP for it ALL!

#1 Selling Power 
Equipment In America!

50% OFF SPECIALS
• Charcoal • Wood Pellets 

• Fertilizers • Soils

We will estimate your project for 
FREE. Call & Request a Quote today!

Compostie 
Decking

5-Star Lumber!
Talladega Home Center

1104 Ashland Hwy, Talladega 
(256) 362-2208

Roanoke Home Center
1370 Hwy 431, Roanoke

(334) 863-8145

Jacksonville Home Center
200 Co� ee St SW, Jacksonville

(256) 435-19661400 Barry St, Oxford 
256-831-0540

ROOFING PRODUCTS

Yellawood Protector Deck Stain

READY SEAL
STAIN

•Trimmers •Chainsaws 
•Blowers •Pressure Washers

Get help you can’t get from a box!
www.oxfordlumber.com

NEW ITEM 
IN STOCK

RMR86 MOLD & MILDEW 
STAIN REMOVER

COME SEE OUR NEW FALL COLLECTION 
COLORS, INCLUDING HARVEST RED

NEW ITEM 

COME SEE OUR NEW FALL COLLECTION 
COLORS, INCLUDING HARVEST RED



The Anniston Star  	 Weekend Edition, September 25-26, 2021 Page 5AFALL HOME IMPROVEMENT

KEEP YOUR 
BALANCE 

going up and 
down stairs

ORNAMENTAL IRON HANDRAILS 
OVER 10 STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM

UNDER AN 
AWNING OR 

PATIO COVER

PROTECT YOUR FRIENDS & FAMILY

401 South Noble St. Anniston, AL

awningsbyevans.com
256-237-5821

DON’T FALL - STAY SAFE

EugEnE L. Evans Mfg. Co., InC.
Easy Terms 
Since 1950

Free 
Estimates

BY SHERRY BLANTON
Special to The Anniston Star 

Just as the gardener is ready to pitch 
the hand spade and the smelly gardening 
gloves, the chrysanthemums burst into 
bloom, causing us to smile. Mums are pop-
ping up everywhere, beckoning us with 
vibrant flowers. Time to remove weary 
summer annuals and replace them with 
fresh faces.

Mums are readily available at big box 
and grocery stores. There are several farms 
that grow their own mums and various 
organizations that sell mums for fundrais-
ers. Wherever you shop, you will find an 
array of vivacious colors (the hallmark of 
fall mums).

When you shop, scout for healthy plants 
whose leaves are dark green; pass on those 
with yellowed leaves or broken branches. 
Be particular with any plant you bring into 
your garden, whether it be for a week or a 
lifetime.

Purchase your mums where they are 
fresh and well tended. If you shop in a 
store with shelves of mums, ask when the 
mums arrived and when the next ship-
ment will be there. Shop wisely. Stressed 

mums without ample moisture or good 
care are not happy mums and will not pro-
vide the show you desire.

Look for mums with lots of fat buds. 
Choose mums that are not in full bloom; 
the color will last longer in your garden. 
Mums completely bloomed out may be 
past their prime. Mums which have just 
“cracked” (meaning that the color of the 
blooms has just begun to show) are the 
best choice.

Mums can die in a heartbeat. They need 
regular water and, if they get really dried 
out, they may not recover.

Once you have your mums at home, 
they will need some tender loving care to 
keep them perky.

If the soil seems dry when I remove the 
mums from the car, I soak the plants in 
buckets of water.

By the time mums have enough flowers 
for the trade, they are apt to be rootbound 
(the roots have taken up the whole pot). 
Being pot bound may make it more diffi-
cult to get the water all the way through the 
root ball.

Repot your purchases immediately. 
Choose a larger container (perhaps just 
a size larger); fill the bottom with fresh 

potting soil and add the mum. If the roots 
are really tight, gently separate them. Sur-
round the root ball with more potting soil. 
Do not fill the pot up to the top as you do 
not want the water to run over the top and 
down the outside; the water should get 
through to the roots.

After the mum is safely in a new con-
tainer, water thoroughly, making certain 
the water penetrates the root ball.

Mums need at least four hours of pure 
sun to remain vibrant. Shorter days require 
more ingenuity for that special place. 
Mums in full shade will not do well. Under 
a tree or a dark porch may not be the best 
places.

The most important thing to remember 
about mums is they do not like their soil to 
dry out.

If you wait until the leaves are drooping, 
you have waited too long to water and have 
stressed your plant. Use the finger check 
(stick a finger down into the soil) to decide 
whether your plant needs a drink. Many 
gardeners will lift the container; if it seems 
light, time to water.

Removing spent flower heads — called 
“deadheading” — will keep mums neater 
and encourage them to continue to bloom.

These guidelines apply to most any 
flowering plant, but for fall mums they are 
even more crucial.

I prefer to grow these mums as annuals. 
When their season is finished, I let them 
go. I have tried saving them, and they 
never seem as vivacious the next fall.

If you decide to save your annual 
mums, they will require fertilization and 
continual pinching to make certain they 
will get bushier. Mine have always looked 
a bit skimpy — never like the freshly grown 
ones.

If you want mums that keep on coming 
in your garden, choose perennial mums 
such as ‘Ryan’s Pink’. Give this fall charmer 
full sun. Two caveats; it will spread and 
flop. Share the extras with friends in spring 
when they come up, or create a new bed. 
About July, I give them a hard haircut to 
prevent them from getting too lanky. My 
fall perennial mums are glorious.

Remember, mum’s the word.
 
Sherry Blanton, “The Southern Gar-

dener,” writes about gardening for The 
Anniston Star. Contact her at sblanton@
annistonstar.com. Follow her on Facebook 
at Southern Gardener-Anniston Star. 

THE SOUTHERN GARDENER

MUM’S THE WORD
How to care for everybody’s favorite fall flower

Photos by Sherry Blanton/Special to The Anniston Star
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OPEN MON.-SAT., 2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
Dearmanville

345 Dearmanville Dr. N

256.237.5352

Saks
2550 U.S. 431, Anniston

256.231.2300

Your Fall Landscaping & 
Decorating Starts With Us!Decorating Starts With Us!

One Of A Kind Gifts, Decor & More
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ANYTHING BUT ORANGE
Spice up your pumpkin decor with funky colors and textures 

Look no further than your 
local Walmart for these 
cushiony shepherd check 
pumpkins. They’re so soft 
they could practically dou-
ble as a pillow (careful of the 
stem though). These retail 
for about $8 each.

BY DANIELLE STALLWORTH
dstallworth@annistonstar.com

Fall decor without pumpkins is 
like winter decor without a Christ-
mas tree: It just seems like some-

thing is missing. While nothing 
can beat a classic orange pumpkin 
picked straight from the patch on a 
crisp autumn afternoon, you’d be 
surprised at the variety of colors, 

patterns, fabrics and textures that 
decorative pumpkins come in now-
adays. If you’re not looking to break 
the bank this year, keep in mind that 
a lot of these pumpkins have plenty 

of do-it-yourself potential. Feel free 
to pull up a YouTube tutorial and 
give it a shot. Whether you buy them 
or DIY them, they’ll add the perfect 
touch of seasonal flair to your space!

COLORFUL

Velvet is in! Hit up Rebel Lane Home Supply Co. on 
Etsy for some of these soft fall staples in deep rich 
hues. They come in five different sizes and range 
from $10-$20. P.S. — the stems are real!

Wait, is it Easter or Halloween? Visit 
TildaLovesTeddy on Etsy to purchase 
one of these fall staples in fun 
springtime pastels for $29.

Feel the ‘Hocus Pocus’ vibes with these iridescent pump-
kins with lights on the inside. You’ll spend a pretty penny 
on these pretty pumpkins from Grandin Road — they 
cost $49.50.

These sherpa pumpkins from Kirkland’s make for 
super cozy home accents. Pick one up for about $9.

Hobby Lobby is a pumpkin mecca! This unusual 
piece combines burlap, chipwood and jute for 
a charming material contrast. Pick one up for 
$10.

Go for a rustic feel with this natural braided 
pumpkin statue from Kirkland’s. The woven 
masterpiece comes in two sizes and retails for 
about $14-$20.

FABRIC

CreativeFabricCrafts on Etsy has patterned pump-
kins galore! Whether you go for buffalo check, 
cream paisley or black and rust plaid, they make 
great fall accent. Prices range from $9.95-$11.95.

TEXTURED
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Welcome Home.

This credit union is federally insured by the NCUA.  ATCU NMLS # 402558
* For loan amounts up to $300,000, the closing costs will be the lesser of the actual closing costs or $1,995. For loan amounts of $300,000 and above 
the borrower will be responsible for all closing costs. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice.

• Competitive rates on fixed and
    variable interest rate home loans

• Low closing costs

• Flexible term options

Contact us today
702  Wa lnu t  S t r ee t
Gad sden , AL  35901

800 . 470 . 0704
rea l e s t a t e@atcu . com

a t cu . com

Mortgage Services 
Closing costs on our home loans 
are as low as $1,995*.

VELVET TOUCH

GLAM

Add a touch of razzle dazzle to your home with these glittery pumpkins in assorted colors made 
by RainbowManes on Etsy. A small one costs $6.95, while a large one is $12.95.

Looking for the warm glow of a jack-o-lantern without 
the pumpkin guts? Try Bee & Willow’s glass pumpkins 
with LED lights on the inside! They’re available at Bed, 
Bath and Beyond for $25.

Does your style border on preppy? Then a monogrammed pumpkin is perfect 
for you! Scoop up one of these personalized beauties from Mother Bliss Co. 
on Etsy for $32.

Grandin Road’s high shine metallic pumpkins make oh-so-chic additions to 
your fall decor, and that’s reflected in the price. One of these will set you back 
anywhere from $49-$59.
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Trust us year round 
with all of your 

Heating & Cooling 
Repairs 

& Replacements!
1410 Pelham Rd South

Jacksonville

256.435.1904
www.mrrefrigerationinc.com

FREE ESTIMATES
ON REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT ONLY

SERVING ALL OF CALHOUN COUNTY

39 YEARS IN 
BUSINESS!

MR. REFRIGERATION INC.

BY FAITH DORN 
Special to The Anniston Star 

“Velvet is a very misunderstood fabric. 
It is soft, breathable and very comfortable,” 
said Scott Skinner, owner and interior 
designer at STS Decorating & Design. 

According to Skinner, velvet is so versa-
tile it can be used in almost every type of 
design style. 

“There are even some performance 
velvets that can be used indoors and for 
outside furniture seatings,” Skinner said. 

Skinner cautions against making the 
common mistake of confusing velvet and 
velour. 

“Velour is made from cotton and poly-
ester and is not a true velvet. Some people 
think ‘velour’ as soon as you recommend 
a velvet piece,” Skinner said. “There are 
many kinds of velvets, so when looking, 
make sure you look for the nap of the fab-
ric and thickness. Some velvets even have 
a pattern. Velvet is not a ‘one stop shop.’”

Skinner enjoys using velvets because 
the soft look and feel can show off the 
shape of a furniture frame. He recom-
mends accenting one or two pieces.

“Some people think velvets are 
old-fashioned, but when used correctly, 

they can really be stunning. Velvet is also 
a great way to bring in texture to a design 
look. A velvet sofa can really show off a 
room,” Skinner said. 

Velvets come in rich hues and tones, 
including stunning dark golds and pale 
golds. 

“There are a lot of dark green velvet 
pieces I’ve seen in the shops and maga-
zines. I just used a chartreuse for a bench 
cushion with a deep navy velvet pillow. It’s 
being used in a formal foyer setting with a 
twist of transitional touches,” Skinner said.

If you have children or pets, Skinner 
recommends using a synthetic velvet 
because stains will not soak in as deeply, 
and the material will not fade as much in 
sunlight.

When selecting velvets with kids and 
pets in mind, note the rub count of the 
fabric. The higher the rub count, the better 
it is for heavy traffic. 

“Cotton velvets tend to fade a little 
more, but don’t let that deter you from 
using them. Plan carefully so your piece 
isn’t in direct sunlight,” Skinner advised. 

Faith Dorn is a freelance writer in 
Anniston. Contact her at faith.h.dorn@
gmail.com. 

VELVET TOUCH
This trendy fabric can be comfortable, durable and stunning

BY FAITH DORN 
Special to The Anniston Star

To the joy of some and horror of others, 
wallpaper is back in style! 

Scott Skinner, owner and interior 
designer of STS Decorating & Design, 
acknowledges the stigma surrounding the 
use of wallpaper but says that in the right 
situation, wallpaper can be the most joyful 
element in a design project. 

“Even though paint is still the most 
popular wall covering, when you have a lot 
of running walls in a home or building, it 
is good to break it up sometimes,” Skinner 
said. “Wallpaper can be a diversity element 
in design and a great contrast with paint.” 

One of Skinner’s favorite places to use 
wallpaper in is a powder room. 

“A powder room is generally a small 
space, but wallpaper can create a huge 
impact,” he said. 

Not just for walls
Skinner has also been ahead of the 

trend of using wallpaper on the ceiling. 
“It has always been a classic style, and 

while I have used it in this way a few times 
in the past, it seems to be a hot new trend 
in the decorating world,” said Skinner. 

He also suggests using wallpaper in 
the backs of bookcases or the flat part of a 
shaker panel door, which he has done in a 
nursery to bring in some color and pattern. 

Skinner says a little wallpaper can go a 
long way to make a statement, but advises 
considering the furniture scale of a room. 
Another thing to consider when using very 
colorful wallpaper is the amount of natural 
light as opposed to bulb lighting. 

New patterns, colors
Wallpaper styles vary from classic dam-

ask or stripe to the boldest in abstract and 
whimsical. Current wallpaper style trends 
are geometrics, large-scale abstracts and 
vintage floral. Color tones include corals, 

terra cotta, sage green, red and gold tones. 
The most classic wallpaper is grasscloth, 
which never goes out of style and comes in 
a variety of colors. 

“I’ve used a classic brown to a navy 
color. It all depends where you might need 
a ‘wow’ moment. Wallpaper also makes 
for a great accent wall and can reflect the 
homeowner’s personality,” Skinner said. 

Removable wallpaper
One of the current trends in wallpa-

per is removable wallpaper. Removable 
wallpaper is great for children and others 
whose styles change frequently.

“Removable wallpapers come in many 
fun and urban prints and are very cost effi-
cient. You will still need to trim removable 
papers, and some are even washable. They 
tend to be less durable and not as strong as 
a classic pasted paper back,” Skinner said. 

Once you have selected the wallpaper 
you want to use, Skinner emphasizes the 
importance of correct preparation. 

“Back in the day when it seemed to be 
going up every hour or so, prep wasn’t 
necessarily at the top of the list. This is why 
removing wallpaper can become hard and 
tedious,” Skinner explained. “If installed 
correctly and with a great backing, it will 
last many years and, when it’s time to 
retire, be easier to take down.” 

Skinner encourages people to embrace 
using wallpaper to complement certain 
rooms. 

“Don’t let wallpaper be your enemy. 
There are many sources online, and most 
of the time, for a small fee you can order a 
sample. Think of wallpaper like art; there 
is something for everyone’s taste, from the 
most traditional to fun and creative. A clas-
sic wallpaper never goes out of style.”

Faith Dorn has not had wallpaper in 
her house in over 20 years but is beginning 
to reconsider. Contact her at faith.h.dorn@
gmail.com. 

WALLS THAT TALK
Today’s wallpaper can bring 

a pop of color to a room

Photos by Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star

Lauren Allred checks out different rolls of velvet at Downing and Sons in down-
town Anniston.
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Midtown Outlet
1730 Quintard Ave., Anniston, AL

256 236-2642
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-6

www.midtownoutlet.net

Room By Room
1119 Hwy 78 East, Oxford, AL

256 831-7868
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6

www.roombyroom.net

Furniture that you will Fall for

BY FAITH DORN 
Special to The Anniston Star 

Gate Builders is a gate manufacturer 
located in Wellington on Highway 431. 

“Gates are pretty and add curb appeal, 
property value and a sense of security. In 
today’s world, more and more people are 
looking for that. Some people like them for 
the ‘wow’ factor, and others like them for 
the security.” said Alyson Orth, manager 
for Gate Builders.

“Our slogan is, ‘We protect the things 
you love,’” Orth said.

Gate Builders’ ability to personalize 
their gates for your style needs can make 
the gates look like artwork, Orth said. 
Personalization options include finials, a 
circle detail, custom oval insert, initials, 

property name, animals and more. 
Customers can also decide if they prefer 
to manually open their gates or use a gate-
opening system. 

Orth said the Southern Bell Curve style 
gate or a version of it is the company’s 
most popular gate with regard to the 
gates they sell through Tractor Supply 
Company. 

Gate Builders recently built a gate 31 
feet long for a marina and a gate 29 feet 
long for a location in Atlanta. 

“A standard driveway gate is 16 feet long 
with two eight-foot leaves that open in the 
center,” Orth said, “The smallest we do is a 
12-foot single swing-through.” 

Gate Builders typically uses 11 gauge 
steel with zinc priming and power coating 
for weather resistance. 

“For larger gates, starting around 24-28 
feet, you will want aluminum,” Orth said. 

All materials used by Gate Builders are 
made in America. 

“We do not purchase anything from 
overseas. We want people to know that. 
That has been a culprit that went against 
so many businesses — cutting down on 
the workforce and product quality — not 
to mention what you save on shipping,” 
Orth said. 

Orth came to Gate Builders as a career 
shift following retirement from a career 
in education. She was a special education 
teacher for 14 years, then worked as a 
school counselor for 12 years.

As manager, Orth works with 
customers, contractors, installations and 
vendors. Orth said education and business 

are two very different fields and she had to 
learn a lot, but she has found some aspects 
from both that cross over. 

“What I did all day in education is work 
with people; I work with people all day, 
every day now. That is a very special skill,” 
Orth said. “You have to be able to relate to 
all different walks of life and learn to deal 
with whatever resources are available. 
You have to be organized and be able to 
prioritize.” 

Gates listed on gate-builders.com start 
at $2,799, but there is an option to build a 
custom gate package. To learn more about 
Gate Builders’ products, visit their website. 

Faith Dorn is a freelance writer in 
Anniston. Contact her at faith.h.dorn@
gmail.com. 

OPEN AND SHUT CASE
Gate Buildings of Wellington offers security with style

Submitted photo
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BY FAITH DORN 
Special to The Anniston Star 

Heath Burr owns Heath Chimney 
Services and has a few recommendations 
about fire safety as we move into a colder 
season. 

Burr recommends using a licensed and 
certified chimney service. Heath Chimney 
Service is licensed by the state and 
certified by the Chimney Safety Institute 
of America. To find a certified company in 
your area, visit csia.org and enter your zip 
code, and the website will show you all the 
certified companies in your area. 

“You should have your fireplace 
inspected annually by a professional 
chimney company whether it is wood-
burning or gas, so it burns efficiently,” Burr 
said.

Another component of efficient 
burning is having dry and seasoned 
wood. To ensure that your wood is dry 
and seasoned, Burr suggests purchasing a 
moisture meter. 

“It has these little probes and gives a 
moisture reading of the wood. You want 
15% to 25% max; anything more than that 
you wouldn’t want to use,” Burr said. 

Burr suggests one way to tell if your 
fireplace is burning properly is to go 

outside and look up at your chimney while 
you have a fire going in your fireplace.  

“The smoke should be almost invisible, 
not gray or black,” he said. 

One of the main points stressed by 
Burr is to follow the intended use of your 
fireplace. 

“It is a fireplace, not an incinerator. Do 
not burn cardboard or Christmas wrap or 
Christmas trees. It causes flash heat like 
at a bonfire, and that flash heat gets above 
ignition temperature,” Burr explained. 
“Creosote is the black stuff that gets in the 
flue, and that gets the fire above ignition 
temperature and is what starts a lot of 
fires.” 

Burr recommends getting your 
chimney and fireplace looked at in the 
summer and not waiting until the last 
minute with the first cold snap. 

“Right now, we are booked out through 
December. We have some availability, 
but any major jobs would definitely have 
to wait until December or January. For 
the last two or three years, I haven’t really 
had a slow season, but the busiest time is 
usually after the first cold snap through the 
spring,” Burr said. “In spring, we get a lot of 
calls for air conditioner duct cleaning for 
residential clients.” 

Burr says dryer vents are a leading 

cause of fires, and recommends dryer 
vents be checked and cleaned annually. 

Fireplace and chimney inspections 
are recommended even if you do not plan 
to use your fireplace. A proper chimney 
cap can help prevent unwanted chimney 
tenants. 

“Chimney swifts and bats are protected, 
and they want to nest in chimneys 
without proper chimney caps. You can get 
histoplasmosis by breathing in bird or bat 
poop,” Burr said. 

Services offered by Heath Chimney 
Service include fireplace and chimney 
inspections, new installations for gas or 
wood fireplaces and wood stoves, repairs 
on chimneys and chimney chases, water 
intrusions on chimneys, brick and mortar 
repairs and the selling of gas logs and 
inserts. 

“We do dryer vent inspections and 
installations. We do pretty much anything 
around chimneys and fireplaces. We 
do refurbishments on chimneys and 
fireplaces and new builds. We sell custom 
chimney caps, stainless steel or copper,” 
Burr said. 

Faith Dorn is a freelance writer in 
Anniston. Contact her at faith.h.dorn@
gmail.com. 

Our Story
Wise Environmental Solutions, Inc. is a leader in the 
enhanced waste collection, septic system and resource 
recovery services industry in Alabama. With over 40 years of 
experience, we are committed to delivering superior customer 
service, innovative solutions and protecting human and 
natural resources. Equipped to handle any situation, from 
regular residential services to emergency response situation.

We specialize in Septic Tank Pumping Services:                                                            
Our dedicated staff members are what set us apart from 
the rest of the industry, consistently delivering exceptional 
value and exceeding client expectations.

• Free Estimates
• Accurate Project Quotes
• Skilled & Knowledgeable 
 Technicians
• Septic System Repairs
• Septic Tank Cleaning
• Emergency Services
• Preventative Maintenance
• Fast Response
• Affordable Prices

Portable Restrooms
Restroom Trailers

Shower Trailers
Roll Offs

(10, 20, 30, & 40 yds)

Dumpsters
Special Event service        

2345 Al HWY 21
Oxford, Alabama 36203

(256) 832-7867 (PUMP)
www.wiseenviro.com

Helping our customers protect their home and family 

BY KATE FLEMING
kfleming@annistonstar.com

Who doesn’t love donning some gloves 
and scrubbing your porcelain throne to 
perfection? No, this isn’t the beginning 
of some elaborate joke. I truly enjoy 
scrubbing my toilet on a regular basis.

 I know this sounds odd, but I find 
cleaning to be extremely therapeutic — 
especially toilets and sinks.

I like to clean my toilet once a week, 
and I like to clean my toilet tank every six 
months.

Given my obsession with toilet 
cleaning, I have tried many different 
products and methods, and I have 
perfected the following method:

Start at the top
The most commonly overlooked part 

of the toilet is the tank. So, we should start 
there.

Carefully remove the tank lid and place 
it gently on a towel on the floor.

Pour white vinegar into the tank, 
stopping at least an inch below the top rim. 
Let the vinegar-water solution sit for at 
least an hour — longer if possible.

Flush the toilet a couple of times to 
remove the vinegar from the tank.

Turn off the toilet’s water valve (usually 
located near the floor) and flush the toilet 
again to completely drain the water from 
the tank.

Using a small scrub brush (I like to use 
an old toothbrush), clean the inside of the 
tank’s walls. Wipe down the metal parts 
with a sponge to remove any rust.

Turn the water back on, flush the toilet 
again, and confirm the water is clear in 
both the tank and the bowl.

Replace the tank cover.

Standard scrubbing
After your toilet tank is fabulously 

clean, let’s move on to the fun parts: the 
bowl and seat. I like to begin with Lysol 
Lime and Rust Remover toilet bowl cleaner 
(the black label). I apply a generous 
amount to the bowl, making sure to get as 
close to the rim as possible. I close the seat 
and the lid and let the cleaner sit for about 
10-15 minutes. 

While the bowl cleaner sits, I like to 
clean the outside of the toilet. I use Lysol 
all-purpose cleaner in the scent “Lemon 
Breeze.” I spray the outside of the tank, the 
lid, the base, and every nook I can reach. 
I then take a cleaning rag and wipe down 
everywhere I have sprayed. For the harder 
to reach areas, like around the seat hinges, 
I use an old toothbrush.

After wiping down the outside of the 
toilet, I raise the seat and lid and use my 
toilet brush to scrub the inside of the bowl. 
I then flush the toilet once or twice to rinse 
the scrub brush and then place it back in 
its holder.

Once finished with the bowl, I use 
disinfecting wipes to wipe the toilet 
handle, then the toilet seat and finally 
under the toilet seat.

If you have a rug in front of your toilet, 
make sure to wash the rug regularly, 
especially if you have men living in your 
home. 

BOWL GAMES
The best way to clean your toilet

CHIMNEY CHECKUP
Make sure your fireplace is safe and efficient
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