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Charlotte Hubbard embraces the past 
in a historic loft apartment

BY LISA DAVIS

ldavis@annistonstar.com

Charlotte Hubbard is living like it’s the 19th century 
— but with air-conditioning. The Oxford city council-
woman just moved into a newly refurbished loft apart-
ment above her business, Hubbard’s Off Main restau-
rant in old downtown Oxford. 

“Refurbished” here means “kept it authentic and 
modernized as little as possible.”

“I always wanted to live in an old house. It’s great if 
you like old and cracked and things not being square — 
which I do,” Hubbard said.

The building was built in 1898. The downstairs used 
to be Robertson’s Cash Store; the upstairs was at some 

point a doctor’s office. “While cleaning the walls, we 
found two old glass syringes,” Hubbard said.

She kept the plaster walls as is, including peeling 
layers of colors. In several places — including one 
whole wall — the plaster is gone entirely, exposing the 
narrow wood laths underneath. “I left the lath showing 
to show how much work went into this place,” Hubbard 
said. 

Most of the wooden floors and doors are original, as 
are the large transom windows (which had been cov-
ered in layers and layers of paint).

Hubbard opted not to install central heat and air, 
instead installing wall- and ceiling-mounted Mitsub-
ishi Electric cooling units in three of the five rooms. 
There are also several coal-burning fireplaces that she 

plans to convert to gas logs.
There are no built-in cabinets, no closets. Instead, 

Hubbard uses lots of storage pieces and a clothing 
wardrobe.

She has filled the rooms with a comfortable mix of 
family heirlooms, antiques and modern reproductions.

“It’s very livable,” she said. “These are all rooms that 
I use.”

Hubbard and her family used to live in a huge house, 
but after her husband passed away in 2012, she moved 
to a different loft apartment in downtown Oxford, 
before downsizing once again to this new apartment.

Continued on Page 4

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star 

A new balcony overlooks Choccolocco Street in downtown Oxford. “It’s cool 
in the morning,” Charlotte Hubbard said.

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star 

There is no stove in Charlotte Hubbard’s kitchen. (She does live above a restaurant, 
after all.) Instead, she has a refrigerator, a microwave, a toaster and a coffee pot.

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star 
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Continued from Page 3

“If you have a business, it’s so nice to live upstairs,” 
Hubbard said. “I am downstairs all the time. I can come 
up here and take breaks. I don’t have to leave late at 
night to go home. It’s what shop owners used to do, and 
I understand why.”

The front room of the apartment opens onto a new 
balcony overlooking downtown, where a $3 million ren-
ovation project is underway to make the area more his-
torically charming with brick sidewalks, old-style street 
lamps and landscaping.

Within walking distance of Hubbard’s restaurant and 
apartment lie three churches, the Oxford Performing 
Arts Center, a coffee shop, an ice cream store, a variety 
of retail shops and — a crucial element to successful 
downtown loft living — a grocery store. 

Hubbard is far from the only loft owner in downtown. 
She sold her old apartment to a young family with two 
children. Other business owners are also considering 
renovating and moving in above their shops. A law firm 
has renovated two upstairs apartments in its building as 
vacation rentals. 

“It used to be only older folks down here, but now it’s 
more young people,” Hubbard said. “Now I may be the 
oldest.”

Lisa Davis is Features Editor of The Anniston Star. 
Contact her at 256-235-3555 or ldavis@annistonstar.
com.

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star 

The master bedroom used to be a storage area for Hubbard Pianos, which was owned by Charlotte Hubbard’s brother-in-law. There used to be 100 piano benches 
in here. 

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star 

The wooden floors and ceiling beams in the front room are original to the 1898 building. One wall is cov-
ered in colorful layers of peeling plaster, while on another wall the plaster has been removed, exposing 
the wood laths underneath.



CLASSIC HOME 
FURNISHINGS

1905 US HWY. 78 E, Oxford, AL 36203
256-835-9899 • Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:30-6, Sun. 1-4

NO INTEREST FOR UP TO 48 MONTHS
*Amount of interest-free months based on amount of sale.

FOR EVERY $599 IN FURNITURE PURCHASED

GET A $100 
DISCOUNT

COLUMBUS DAY SALE
FRIDAY OCTOBER 5TH THROUGH 
MONDAY OCTOBER 8TH

EugEnE L. Evans Mfg. Co., InC.
401 South Noble St. Anniston, AL

Free Estimates, Easy Terms Since 1950
Our services also include: 

Awnings • Patio Covers • Sunrooms

awningsbyevans.com

KEEP YOUR BALANCE
going up and down stairs

Ornamental Iron Handrails
Over 10 Styles to choose from

UNDER AN AWNING OR PATIO COVER

Canvas  Aluminum

PROTECT YOUR 
FRIENDS & FAMILY

256-237-5821

SPRUCE UP 
FOR FALL!
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In the sitting room is a painting of the old Oxford Middle School, a gift to Char-
lotte Hubbard when she retired as a teacher in 1977. Paintings by local artists 
Jerry Marks and Larry Martin hang on walls throughout the apartment.

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star 

The roll top desk is one of many family antiques in the apartment. The shelves are 
filled with heirlooms, including monogrammed dishes that belonged to Char-
lotte Hubbard’s grandmother, and a toy train that belonged to her late husband 
and his brothers. “It’s funny the things that mean a lot to you,” she said.

Stephen Gross/The Anniston Star 

The tub was too wide to fit through the apartment’s narrow hallway, so it had 
to be lifted up with a crane to the second floor. 

“I always wanted to live in 
an old house. It’s great if 
you like old and cracked 

and things not being square 
— which I do.”

— Charlotte  Hubbard

Check out the digital edition at www.AnnistonStar.com
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BY SHERRY BLANTON

Special to The Star

Shorter days, longer nights, chillier 
mornings, frost, brilliant red and orange 
leaves, shedding trees, pumpkins, fall 
festivals, scarecrows, mums … Fall begins 
with warm, dry days and ends with rain 
and cold. Sometimes, as happened in 
2017, it brings unexpected snow and 
bone-chilling cold.

Fall officially started on Sept. 22, with 
winter coming on Dec. 21. Gardeners can 
work in the cooler temperatures to get the 
landscape ready for winter and even the 
next growing season. It is a time of clean 
up, preparation, planting and pleasure as 
summer’s heat fades.

1. Do a soil test. 
Fall is an excellent time to perform a 

soil test. With the knowledge of your par-
ticular soil’s needs, you can apply what-
ever is appropriate (or skip what is not 
necessary) and give those chemicals time 
to work their magic before spring arrives.

2. Water away.
 If autumn’s first few weeks remain as 

warm as summer’s last weeks, continue 
to attend to the summer needs of the gar-
den. Keep lawns, newly planted shrubs, 

and containers watered. Many gardeners 
are weary of watering, but that job has to 
continue.

3. Pull up summer annuals.

Most summer annuals tend to be 
bedraggled or gone by the time fall 
arrives. Pull them up, and purchase 
heat-tolerant fall perennials or even some 
fresh summer annuals. When all else 
seems too much bother, mulch the empty 
spots.

4.  Check the soil moisture.

By the time the Halloween scarecrows 
appear on the shelves, ornamentals may 
need less water. Check the soil moisture 
before continuing a summer watering 
schedule.

5. Hold the pansies.
Do not be tempted to plant pansies, a 

cool season annual, or florist mums in the 
first weeks of fall. They do not like warm 
days. Pansies will stretch and mums will 
melt, requiring massive doses of water to 
keep them perky.

6. Take cuttings from 
perennials.

Before the first frost (usually about 
Nov. 1), it is critical to take cuttings from 
perennials (or anything else) you want to 
propagate over the winter.

7. Bring houseplants in.
House plants should come in before 

nighttime temperatures drop into the 50s; 
they need a good bath to prevent bringing 
insects or diseases into the house.

8. Dig up caladium bulbs.

Dig up caladiums bulbs as nights get 
into the 50s (way before the first frost). 
Dry them and store in a warm place (at 
least 65 degrees) to ride out winter before 
replanting next spring.

9. Start a compost bin.

Put together a simple or fancy compost 
bin. Pick up leaves that others drag to 
the street to add to it. Keep lawns raked, 
and save those precious by-products for 
mulch or compost. A layer of mulch acts 
as a blanket in winter to keep soil warmer, 
conserve moisture and enrich the garden 
beds.

10. Pick up some pine straw.

Pine straw, another common cast off, 
also makes an excellent mulch, a garden’s 
best friend. I always have buckets in my 
truck to stop and pick it up. I have even 
been seen raking up the street to bring 
home that precious “freebie.” When my 
sister and I were children, we were easily 
embarrassed as my mother picked up 
pine straw on the side of the road. Now 
my sister and I are both guilty of that same 
“activity”; there is nothing more satisfying 
than a truck full of free pine straw.

Photos by Sherry Blanton/Special to The Star

“When all the chores are 
done, the avid gardener will 

invent some new ones.”
— Unknown

20 tasks to prepare your yard 

for the new season

THE SOUTHERN GARDENER

12.  Empty your lawn mower.

It is a good idea to run any leftover gas out of the lawn-
mower in preparation for winter. Something seems to 
happen to that old gas over the winter, which in our case 
invariably leads to a service call in the spring.

13.  Clean your tools.

Give tools a good cleaning and sharpening as neces-
sary. We are surely not putting them away, but these hard 
workers will appreciate the attention.

14. Save pansies and mums till October.

October can be a satisfying month in the garden. 
Cooler days and longer nights are the signal for installing 
color beds and containers of cheery pansies, the perfect 
antidote for the January blahs. Keep them watered until 
the rains start. Mums will be sold everywhere; they do 
a fine job of lighting up the fall garden. Mums require 
regular water (in containers they may need it every single 
day).

15.  Plant spring perennials.

Fall, especially early October, is also a great time to 
plant spring-blooming perennials. To celebrate, garden 
shops may offer sales on spring perennials.

16. Wait till October to plant.

The end of October marks the beginning of the best 

planting time in our area, and garden centers will be 

stocked with ornamental shrubs and trees. (The second 

best time to plant is early- to mid-winter.) If planted 

in the fall, plants can use their energy to develop good 

strong roots without the headaches of producing leaves 

and flowers and the stress of hot and dry days. We can 

continue planting as long as the ground is not frozen. If 

nature does not provide sufficient moisture for the new 

plants, it is up to the gardener to provide water as needed.

17. Go colorful.

Choose new plants to provide year-round color. 
Fall-blooming sasanqua japonicas are a wonderful sight 
mixed with the changing colors on your trees. In the 
deepest part of winter, camellia japonicas can put on a 
gorgeous display of blossoms that can last until spring.

18. Don’t prune.

Fall is NOT the time to prune. Pruning promotes new 
growth, which can get zapped by those inevitable fall 
frosts. Save pruning for late in the winter, when trees and 
shrubs are dormant.

19. Take care of the birds.

As fall days get colder, keep bird feeders full and pro-
vide a source of non-frozen water for our feathered com-
panions to have a drink and a bath.

20. Plant spring bulbs after the first frost.

By December (and after the first hard frost), it is time 
to plant spring-blooming bulbs, such as daffodils and 
tulips. (Tulips and daffodils should have been purchased 
much earlier while garden centers and catalogs have a 
good selection.)

As dark comes earlier and we head into the winter sea-
son, we can sit back and enjoy the sight of a neat garden, 
and look forward to the joys of spring.

11. Remove dead foliage.
Remove dead or dying foliage from the flower beds and the vegetable garden. That old debris may 

harbor diseases or insect pests; it has to go!



Join Today

We are all teachers.

Membership open to all 
Calhoun County residents.

256.238.1161

Anniston Office
230 Highway 431 North

Anniston, AL  36206
256.831.2112

Oxford Office
1209 Snow Street, Suite A

Oxford, AL  36203

Federally insured by NCUA
Must meet membership and credit requirements.

NMLS ID: 402558

atcu.com

Utilize home equity loans to finance 
various projects such as debt 
consolidation, home improvements, 
a dream vacation and more!*

Home

Loans
Equity

*In accordance with applicable laws and regulations, loan proceeds may 
not be used for business, commercial, agricultural, organizational, or 
student loan purposes (among other less common purposes). **Closing 
costs are waived when the loan is originated. Closing cost fees remain 
waived as long as the HELOC is active for two (2) years. If the loan is 
closed or transferred within the two (2) years after booking, the member 
is responsible first for the full amount of the closing cost as assessed 
on the payoff statement. Closing costs can be as high as $1,495 depending 
upon loan amount / line of credit limit. Programs, rates, terms & 
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Closing Costs $
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0
**
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Competitive rates•

Friendly local service•
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getting ready
Local businesses give tips for preparing your home for fall

HEATH CHIMNEY 
SERVICES

256-832-0205

“Heath Chimney Services, a 
C.S.I.A certified company, recom-
mends having your chimney and 
fireplace inspected and swept annu-
ally to ensure efficient and appro-
priate use of your appliance. Burn 
only wood in wood or gas fuels units; 
your fireplace is not an incinerator 
for paper materials. Use the ‘top-
down’ method of firewood place-
ment in your firebox or wood burn-
ing unit, meaning layer the largest 
pieces of wood on the bottom of the 
pile, putting smaller pieces on top, 
then your kindling pieces on top. 
This method will allow the wood to 
burn brightly with little smoke while 
effectively igniting the firewood and 
preheating your flue for better draft. 
Call 256-832-0205 or email heath@
heathchimneyservices.com.”

— Heath Burr, owner

STS DECORATING

256-591-7148
“My decorating business, STS Decorating, helps customers get 

ready for the holidays or update their spaces for family gatherings. 
We can use new furnishings or ones they already have. Often people 
want a facelift in the fall for Thanksgiving or Christmas. Sometimes 
all that is needed is to only paint a couple of rooms. I can customize 
their project by fitting it into their budget and time frame.”

— Scott Skinner, STS Decorating

PIEDMONT 
HARDWARE AND 
LUMBER

722 N. Harris (across 
from Ag-Pro), 
Piedmont, 256-447-
6668.

“For fall and winter, Piedmont 
Hardware and Lumber Company 
has wood heaters, insulation materi-
als, rakes and leaf blowers. We carry 
products for caulking, and we carry 
pipe insulation and plastic for cover-
ing windows.”

—  Jennifer Ballew, manager

OXFORD LUMBER

1400 Barry St., Oxford, 256-831-0540

“At Oxford Lumber, we can help you with the exterior and interior of your 
home, in addition to providing products and equipment for your lawn. One tip 
is to take a screwdriver and poke around and see if there are any holes or cracks 
around the exterior. Water can seep in and damage the exterior of your home. It 
may need more caulking. Check the paint and see if it is peeling and blistering. 
You have time to paint before winter. Check your roof and address any problems 
before wintertime. Clean gutters and add weather-stripping inside your home 
and around the garage door. Fall is a great time to inspect the deck because 
you still have time to enjoy it. We have leaf rakes and blowers, and fall is a good 
time to aerate the lawn. Those with pools need to do maintenance. Also, we 
have bulbs, mums and decorative cabbages, and we will be getting poinsettias. 
Check for pests because they will come in at a greater rate when it is cold. Check 
pipes and outdoor faucets, and wrap pipes and put covers to faucets.”

—  Bill Newman, president

Submitted photos
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STORMCO MANUFACTURING CO.

5395 U.S. 431, Alexandria, 256-820-1412

“Stormco helps people have windows and doors that aid in saving energy, comfort and beauty. 
People with single-pane windows also buy storm windows to increase energy-efficiency. At this 
time, we are also doing a lot of window replacements, taking customers’ windows out and replacing 
them with energy-efficient, vinyl windows that are Energy Star rated. That is the highest rating you 
can get from the government. We continue to make a lot of screens, even in the fall for those who 
prefer a cool breeze.”

—  Chris Page, owner

AG-PRO

850 U.S. 278 Bypass East, 
Piedmont, 256-447-9300

“At Ag-Pro, we carry leaf blowers 
and other equipment. We have plen-
ty of all-terrain vehicles, and people 
enjoy getting out in the woods in fall 
and winter. We do winter maintenance 
on lawn mowers and other outdoor 
equipment, and we offer a winter 
service special at a discounted price 
to help people maintain their equip-
ment.”

—  Cliff Burton, general manager
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y 
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NUNNALLY’S NOBLE FRAME AND 
GALLERY

1014 Noble St., Anniston, 256-237-5921

“Nunnally’s Noble Frame & Gallery can refresh and update the 
home with a new painting or home accessory. We can update the 
matting on an existing piece of art. We also have an art gallery by 
local artists, Noble Gallery. We display the work of more than 25 
local artists. When it comes to gift-giving, we have five jewelry art-
ists who make great jewelry. We have local pottery, gourd art, glass 
mosaics, fused glass art, wood crafts, cutting boards and wooden 
vases using reclaimed wood. For the holidays, we allow you to give 
a one-of-a-kind gift, which makes gift-giving very special.”

—  Anne Welch, owner 

EVANS MANUFACTURING

401-427 S. Noble St., Anniston, 256-282-6511

“Evans Manufacturing mainly puts up aluminum awnings and patio covers. Cus-
tomers use them to help people stay dry when the rainy season starts. One of our big-
gest products is ornamental handrails to help people walk up and down steps that, 
especially in the winter, get icy conditions.”

—  Eugene Evans, owner
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REFRIGERATORS

$649 $1049

GE
18 Cu. Ft. 

Deluxe 

Refrigerator
With Icemaker

GE

25 Cu. Ft. 

Side by Side 

Refrigerator
Front Ice & Water Dispenser

Black or White
Stainless also available for $1149

69220 Hwy. 77 N.

Talladega, AL 35160

www.coosavalleyec.com
e-mail -

info@coosavalleyec.com

Home Improvement Specials
PRICE REDUCTIONS
Financing Available To Qualified Customers. 

Credit Approval Is Required.

Call 1-800-273-7210
Extension 228 or 236 for more informatin 

Hotpoint Washer 16 Cu. Ft. Hotpoint 
Refrigerator

3.5 Cu. Ft., 

8 cycles,

3 washers/rinse 

settings

16 Cu. Ft. 

Hotpoint 

Refrigerator

Wire Shelves

Model #HTW200ASK

$449 $449
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BLOOMING MIRACLES

651 Whites Gap Road, 
Jacksonville, 256-435-2717

“Bloomin’ Miracles Nursery and Landscap-
ing is a family-owned business in Jacksonville. 
For 20 years, we have provided landscaping 
services as well as quality plant material. One 
of the things we do to help folks get ready for 
fall and winter is to have our annual fall sale, 
the last week of September. We also provide 
landscaping services and information for gar-
deners.”

— Victoria DuBose, owner

BRYANT CLEANING SERVICES

256-831-6611

“Bryant Cleaning Services Inc. has been in busi-
ness for 20 years. We like to please our customers, 
most of which are corporate offices and medical 
establishments. We are licensed, bonded and 
insured. We are a member of the Better Business 
Bureau and the Calhoun County Chamber of Com-
merce. Our employees and we are OSHA-trained 
each year, and we go out of our way to serve our 
customers. My motto has always been, ‘You ring, we 
clean.’”

— Montez Bryant, owner

WEBB CONCRETE AND 
BUILDING MATERIALS

205-612-2005

“Webb Concrete is a concrete and building materials 
company. We sell everything to build a home from the 
foundation up. With that being said, there are several 
things we can do to help winterize your home. You can 
make sure you get the water away from your house by 
cleaning out your gutters or purchasing new gutters. 
Another is to fill the cracks in your masonry. We have sev-
eral locations, and our website has these locations listed: 
www.webbconcrete.com.

—  Jessica McCauley, director of communications

LIGHTING SHOWROOM

1700 S. Quintard Ave., 

Anniston, 256-831-7680

“At Lighting Showroom, we sell smoke 

alarms and carbon monoxide detectors. People 

will be indoors more, and it will be good for 

them to make sure the detectors are operation-

al or need to be replaced. One of best things to 

do is to continue to go with LED bulbs for the 

house, because they are energy-savers and a 

cooler lighting option. We have many new light 

fixtures in the farmhouse style that is so popu-

lar now, and we have a new line of ceiling fans 

with new styles for the fall. It is a great time to 

come in and browse.” 

—  David Wingard, president

MIZZELL’S HEATING AND AIR 
CONDITIONING

3420 Airport Road, Oxford, 
256-835-0509

“At Mizzell’s Heating and Air Conditioning, we 
can come out and do an inspection for customers’ 
heating units and their central heating system to 
make sure they are clean and operating efficiently. 
By doing that, they can help make their unit last 
longer and save money over the winter months. We 
offer UV lights, filters and a lot of indoor air purifica-
tion products that are popular because people are in 
the house more in the winter.”

—  Wayne Mizzell, owner 

STATE FARM INSURANCE

425 E. 10th St., Anniston, 256-
237-5911 

“State Farm Insurance’s mission is to help you 
insure your risks of everyday life, to be there for you 
when the unexpected happens. Our vision is to pro-
vide you with the first and best choice in the insur-
ance and financial products we provide. We are here 
24/7 if you call in or log in. Our office is open at 425 E. 
10th St. between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Call 256-237-5911 or visit www.larrycurrie.com.”

—  Larry Currie, agent



FREE
INSTALLATION

ON ALL FLOORING!

Offer excludes Tile
. 

0% Financingfor 12 Months!
With approved credit.

Includes 

Moving Furniture &

Removal  of

Old Carpet & Pad!

Free Shop at Home Service!
We Bring the Showroom to You!

256-231-0008 • 1008 Highway 431 North • Anniston • ShopAbbey.com

Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5 • Saturday 8:30 - 4

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE!
256-231-0008

Hardwood • Laminate • Carpet

Vinyl Tile • Sheet Vinyl

FLOORING

SALE!
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