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2021 was another year of 
significant leadership transi-
tion for the Jewish Foundation. 
At its Annual Members Meet-
ing this month, the Foundation 
bid a fond farewell to three of 
the original “New Era” Trust-
ees, and welcomed three new 
community leaders to fill those 
board seats.

The three departing trustees 
have distinguished biographies 
of service to the Foundation and 
beyond:

Bob Brant is an attorney and 
partner at Katz Teller, and an 
extraordinarily energetic vol-
unteer community leader. As a 
Foundation Trustee, Bob was in-
dispensable in providing deep 
financial insight in the Foun-
dation’s grantmaking delibera-
tions, and he always ensured 
that Trustees stayed focused 
on what would be best for the 
benefit of the overall Jewish 
community. Bob has remained 
active in leadership roles at 
the Jewish Federation, where 
he served as co-chair of its 
Planned Giving Committee, and 
at the Mayerson JCC as a mem-
ber of its Executive and Invest-
ment Committees. 

Beth Guttman is an exemplar 
of servant leadership, having 
the distinction of being one 
of only two people to serve as 
President of both the Jewish 
Federation and the Jewish Foun-
dation. During her term as Foun-
dation President, Beth oversaw 
the organization’s expansion 
and transition towards a greater 
focus on impact, and she was 
instrumental in guiding the 
joint Foundation/Federation Ag-
ing 2.0 efforts to identify unmet 
needs of Jewish seniors. Beth is 
a long-time leader and volun-
teer in Jewish and civic commu-
nity organizations throughout 
Greater Cincinnati, and she cur-

rently sits on the Board of The 
Jewish Home of Cincinnati. 

Leslie Newman has served 
in a diverse array of communal 
leadership roles and brought 
a deep interest in Jewish Edu-
cation and Engagement to the 
Jewish Foundation Board table. 
Leslie served on the Founda-
tion’s Day School Working Group 
during her tenure as a Trustee, 
advised the Foundation in the 
expansion and rebranding of its 
Cincy Journeys grants program, 

and she led the charge to invest 
in bringing Honeymoon Israel 
to Cincinnati. Previously, Leslie 
served as both a Trustee and 
Campaign Co-Chair for the Jew-
ish Federation, as well as Vice 
President and board member of 
the Jewish Community Relations 
Council. 

The Foundation elected three 
new Trustees to fill the vacan-
cies left by these departures:

Dr. Rachel Faust is a licensed 
clinical psychologist and be-

havioral health consultant with 
Mercy Health. Though she grew 
up outside the region, Rachel 
has long-standing family roots 
in the Cincinnati community, 
extending back multiple gener-
ations. Rachel moved to Cincin-
nati in 2009 to pursue a Doctor 
of Clinical Psychology (Psy.D.) 
degree from Xavier University. 
She chose Cincinnati to be 
amongst family and the vibrant 
Jewish community here. Since 
moving to Cincinnati, Rachel 

has been involved in numerous 
programs offered by the Jewish 
community, including the Jew-
ish Federation of Cincinnati's 
LEAD (Lead, Educate, Act and 
Develop) program, the Young 
Professional Interfaith Text 
Study Fellowship, the Mayerson 
Foundation's Access program, 
and Honeymoon Israel. She is 
an active member of Beth Adam 
synagogue. Rachel is excited to 
have an opportunity to contrib-
ute to the growth and develop-
ment of our Jewish community.

Dr. Ronna Schneider is a pedi-
atrician at Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center.  She 
recently joined CCHMC after 20 
years in private practice, and is 
part of the leadership team re-
sponsible for growing primary 
care at CCHMC. She participates 
in many hospital projects, work-
ing to improve the access and 
quality of Primary Care to the 
children of the Cincinnati re-
gion. Over the years, Ronna has 
served as President of the board 
of Cincinnati Hillel, a member of 
the board of the Jewish Federa-
tion of Cincinnati, Co-President 
of the board of the Southern 
Ohio chapter of Jewish National 
Fund and National Young Lead-
ership Cabinet Co-Chair.  In this 
role she helped develop the 
education curriculum for cabi-
net members.  She is a found-
ing member of Congregation 
Shaa’rei Torah where she is an 
active committee participant.  
In addition, she is involved with 
the Camp Livingston and Rock-
wern Academy medical commit-
tees. Ronna received the Allen 
A. Cowett award and the Kipnis-
Wilson Friedland Award in rec-
ognition of her philanthropic 
endeavors. 

Adam Symson is president 
and CEO of The E.W. Scripps 
Company. Prior to becoming 

TThhee
AmAmeericanricanIIssraeliteraelite

Connecting Jewish Cincinnati
THE OLDEST ENGLISH JEWISH WEEKLY IN AMERICA  |  EST. 1854  |  Thursday, November 18, 2021  | 14 Kislev, 5782  |  Candlelighting Fri. 5:02p - Ends Sat. 6:03p  |  Vol. 168 • No. 19

"LET THERE BE LIGHT"

$1.00

This Jewish Bicentennial ad is sponsored by The American Israelite

Jewish Foundation elects new trustees, honors longtime leaders

Bob Brant

Rachel Faust

Beth Guttman

Ronna Schneider

Leslie Newman

Adam Symson

COVER STORY cont page 3


