
The  AlvinSUN
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 202050¢

VOLUME 130, NO. 7 • ALVIN, TEXAS 77511                                                                                                                         BRAZORIA COUNTY’S OLDEST NEWSPAPER SINCE 1890 

www.alvinsun.net

By Christina Caballero
Special to the Sun

Movie goers rejoice, Alamo Draft-
house Houston is expanding to a new 
location in League City. 

Expected to open in late 2020, the 
theater will be located in the Victory 
Lakes center on the North East corner 
of I-45 and FM 646.

Alamo Drafthouse League City will 
feature 10 top-of-the-line screens, 
including a 60-foot, premium large-
screen “Big Show,” with laser projec-
tion and Atmos surround sound and 
4K projection for the optimal viewing 
experience. 

The theater will feature 100 percent 
reserved seating in oversized luxury 
recliners; this will allow patrons to 
always pick their favorite seats. 

The auditorium layout will elimi-
nate the traditional front row, a move 
designed to ensure there is no bad seat 

in the house.
The new Alamo Drafthouse will 

have in-theater food and beverage ser-
vice, and a standalone lobby bar offer-
ing a selection of over 
40 local and regional 
craft beers.

Each auditorium 
will serve made-from-
scratch entrees and 
drinks, with orders 
taken and delivered to 
guests’ seats. 

The new Alamo 
Drafthouse location 
will also have special 
drink and food menus 
themed to new film 
releases and feature 
unique specials as well.

The theater chain is known for its 
diverse programming, consisting of 
Hollywood’s biggest blockbusters and 
the best art-house and independent 
releases.

Alamo Drafthouse plans to bring 
its legendary eclecticism to the new 
League City location. 

The company is also excited to 

introduce the League City audience to 
its family-friendly experiences includ-
ing Family Parties--where participants 
make themed crafts before the film--
and Cereal Parties, which are typically 
held on Saturday mornings and tickets 

include an all-you-can-eat cereal buf-
fet.

Area families will also enjoy the 
theater's Alamo Kids Camp series. 

Kids Camp is a series 
of donation-based 
movie screenings and 
Kids Club, where kids 
rule their movie-going 
experience by earning 
points for each movie 
they watch and use 
those points to win 
rewards.

Another of the 
chain's well-known 
specialty programs is 
Champagne Cinema, 
films that lift your 

spirits paired with a themed cocktail 
and interactive Movie Parties, where 
guests are encouraged to quote-along, 
cheer and use interactive props during 
the film, are also coming to the new 
League City location.

And true to form, Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema’s ironclad “no-talking, no-
texting” policy will be in full effect 
along with the chain's age policy. 

Guests at the new League City loca-
tion will also be able to use Alamo 
Season Pass, an exclusive subscription 
plan that offers a movie per day for 
one low monthly price.

Through the Alamo Drafthouse 
mobile app, cinephiles with season 
pass will be able to reserve tickets in 
advance and skip the line at the box of-
fice. Season pass is currently launching 
across the Alamo Drafthouse system, 
and the waitlist is now open. 

In the run-up to the new League City 
location's grand opening, Alamo Draft-
house is looking to fill new roles.

 Several management positions will 
be available, including general man-
ager, kitchen manager, and creative 
managers who assist in programming, 
film-specific activations and in-theater 
events.  

Alamo Drafthouse announces new League City location will open by end of the year

By Cindy Young
Special to the Sun

The Alvin 
Museum Society 
is preparing two 
new exhibits about 
Nolan Ryan and is 
drawing on some 
private citizens’ 
collections to honor 
Brazoria County’s 
favorite son. 

While the 
museum society 
readies a permanent 
Nolan Ryan exhibit, 
slated to open to 
the public in April, 
a temporary exhibit 
will debut at the 
Alvin Historical 
Museum, 300 W. 
Sealy St. in March. 

Some of the items 
in the temporary ex-
hibit come from the 
sports memorabilia 
collection of Alvin 
resident Charles 
McCauley. 

McCauley, a 
retired Alvin ISD 
educator, is a 

lifelong fan and ac-
quaintance of Ryan. 
McCauley’s collec-
tion of Nolan Ryan 
mementos includes 
four signed jerseys 
and a framed collec-
tion of Nola Ryan 
baseball cards. 

Although McCau-
ley never played 
baseball with Ryan, 
the pitcher did 
impress him. 

“[I’ve seen 
Ryan’s] citizenship 
competitiveness, 
charity, strength of 
character, entrepre-
neurship, and love 
of family,” McCau-
ley said. Like many 
long-time Alvin 
residents, McCau-
ley can say he knew 
Ryan ‘way back 
when.’ 

In McCauley’s 
case the way back 
when goes all the 
way back to when 
Ryan was 10 years 
old. However, un-
like a lot Brazoria 

County residents, 
McCauley can also 
say he taught a 
certain young lady 
named Ruth Hold-
orff. Holdorff later 
married Ryan. 

Along with Mc-
Cauley’s artifacts, 
the temporary 
exhibit will include 
mementos from 
other private collec-
tions — including 
items from Ryan’s 
storied high school 
career.  A career 
that saw Ryan put 
up a 19-3 record in 
his senior year, with 
12 complete games 
and 211 strikeouts.

Ryan’s devastat-
ing fastball helped 
take the Alvin 
Yellowjackets to the 
state finals in 1965.  
Both the temporary 
and permanent 
exhibit will include 
depictions of Ryan’s 
civic and charitable 
involvement.

Charlie McCauley, a lifelong Alvin resident and former Alvin ISD educator, is loaning some of his 
Nolan Ryan memorabilia to the Alvin Museum Society for two upcoming Nolan Ryan exhibits. The 
first, a temporary exhibit, will open in March, the second, permanent, exhibit opens in April. 

Photo courtesy of the Alvin Museum Society

Alvin Museum Society prepares new temporary and permanent Nolan Ryan exhibits  

Staff Reports

Voters can cast their ballots 
in the March 3 primary begin-
ning Tuesday, Feb. 18..

There are five countwide po-
sitions on the ballot this year. 

Primary voters will chose 
the Democrat and Republican 
candidates for judge of the 
23rd Judicial District, sheriff 
and tax assessor-collector. 

Additionally, both parties 
will be electing a county chair-
person this year. 

Also on the ballots this year 
are the precinct one and three 
county commissioner positions 
and all four constables. 

Voters will also be deciding 
on justices of the peace for 
place one in all four precincts

In Alvin, voters will be able 
to cast ballots at the Alvin 
Library,. 105 S. Gordon St.

Polls will be open in Manvel 
at the County Annex, 7313 
Corporate Dr. 

Polls will be open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. February 18-22 
and Feb 24-28 and from 1-6 
p.m. on  Feb. 23. 

Farm Gals food pantry provides free food to Alvin residents

By ALEX WUKMAN
awukman@alvinsun.net 

The Farm Gals food pantry has 
drawn a large following in the short 
time it's been open. 

The organization only opened the  
pantry in October, but it has already 
provided food for up to 700 families 
a month. 

This unmet need is often easy to 
overlook filling according to Jodi 
Woodsmith, the organization’s farm 
and garden director. 

"When my husband and I moved 
here in 2008 we had no idea how 
much demand there would be in this 
community, she said." 

In December alone Farm Gals 
provided food assistance to 3,159 
individuals and the people keep 
coming.

“On 
average we get about 300 new 
applications every week.” 

Despite the community demand 
for food assistance, Farm Gals is 
entirely self -funded. 

“We don’t get any money unless 
someone drives by and hands us a 
five-dollar bill,” Woodsmith said.

 “I wish someone would give us 
some money," Woodsmith said. 
"And pet food. We need pet food. 
Specifically dog and cat food." 

Although Farm Gals opened the 
food pantry in October 2019, the 
organization has been around since 
2017. 

Woodsmith and a few like-minded 
individuals began the charity in 2017 
to provide food assistance for farm 
animals. 

"We started with a trailer and 

livestock feed," she 
said. "We'd show up and give away 
animal food. And there were a lot of 
people who needed animal food." 

Helping Brazoria County residents 
keep their animals fed is still a large 
part of Farm Gals' mission. 

"We collect the uneaten food from 
local restaurants and food banks," 
Woodsmith said. "The 'moldy-
slimeys' go into the compost pile 
and the good veggies go to the 
animlas."

One of the things that separates 
Farm Gals from other assistance 
organizations is the eligibility 
requirements. 

"Everyone is welcome," 
Woodsmith said. "All you need is a 
valid photo ID."

By ALEX WUKMAN
awukman@alvinsun.net

The Alvin ISD board of trustees ap-
proved names for two new schools, a 
performing arts center and a natatorium. 
The board voted in favor of the names at 
a meeting on Feb. 11. 

When Alvin ISD’s fourth high school 
opens in 2022, the new school in Iowa 
Colony will be known as Iowa Colony 
High School. 

The committee decided to name the 
new school after the city in which it will 
be located, according to a statement from 
Rachel Moore, AISD’s communications 
coordinator.

The committee also recommended that 
the district’s eighth junior high school in 
the Meridiana residential development be 
named Jackie Doucet Caffey Junior High 
School. 

Caffey taught in Alvin ISD for 42 years 
and was instrumental in developing the 
districts gifted and talented and program. 

Additionally, the committee also 
recommended that Alvin High School’s 
performing arts center be renamed the 
Marguerite Edwards Performing Arts 
Center. 

The recommendation was seen as a 
way to continue to recognize the assis-
tance that the Marguerite Edwards trust 
fund provides AISD students, according 
to a statement from the district.  

The committee also suggested that 
the Alvin High School natatorium be 
renamed the Lenny Garcia Natatorium. 
Garcia coached swimming, diving and 
water polo at the Alvin High School for 
more than 30 years. 

He was also a PE coach at Stevenson 
Primary and coached for the city of Al-
vin’s Aquatics Club. 

Garcia also founded a scholarship pro-
gram that is funded through the annual 
“Beneezy Purple Monkey Fun Run.” 

The naming committee also ecom-
mended that the board change the name 
of ASSETS Academy, the district’s alter-
native high school, to Rise Academy. 

Renaming ASSETS Academy will 
reflect a shift in mindset. 

The new name will also better encap-
sualte the experiences of the school's 
faculty, staff and students, according to 
Moore. 

The board also approved changes to 
the secondary and elementary boundary 
attendance zones. 

With some AISD schools at or near 
capacity, the board decided to undertake 
the rezoning process as a way to address 
ongoing growth within the community, 
according to a statement from the district. 

Although some concerns have been 
expressed, district superintendent Carol 
Nelson, issued a statement to reassure 
parents. 

“We are fortunate to have 31 wonderful 
schools,” Nelson said in part. “So wher-
ever a child is zoned to attend, he or she 
will be greeted with engaging learning 
experiences, highly qualified teachers, 
and exceptional learning facilities.”

Families with children that will be 
rezoned will receive a ltter from the 
district.

The district is holding an informational 
meeting for the affected families in the 
Pomona Elementary Cafeteria, 4480 
Kirby Dr. in Manvel, on Feb. 18, from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Teresa Hirsch, left, and Stephanie Hall volunteer at the Farm Gals food pantry, 115 E. House St., in Alvin on Feb. 
12. Farm Gals is an entirely self-funded food pantry that provides assistance to the Alvin community.  

(Photo by Alex Wukman)

AISD board approves names for 
new high school and junior high

Early voting 
starts Feb. 18 


