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Liverpool donates land for new fire department

The city of Liverpool decided on July 2 to donate two acres of land on Calhoun Street to Brazoria County Emergency Service District 
No. 3 for the construction of a new fire station. Pictured, from left, Liverpool Mayor Bill Strickland, Brazoria County ESD No. 3 Board 
President Darrell Valusek, Brazoria County ESD No. 3 Executive Director Dave Ferguson and Liverpool City Councilmen Rick Bogue, 
Roland Agrella, Art Fuhrmann, Philip Loving and Craig Kartye.                                                                    (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

The city of Liverpool made a 
motion during a meeting July 2 
to donate a two-acre tract of land 
to Brazoria County Emergency 
Service District No. 3 for the 
construction of a new fire station 
to serve the area. 

“We’re going to move forward 
and we’re going to have a fire 
department,” Liverpool Mayor 
Bill Strickland said.

The ESD and the Liverpool 
Volunteer Fire Department 
remain in negotiation for a new 
contract following the temporary 
revocation of the department’s 
501(c)(3) status. The contract 
would have the department 
continue service out of its current 
station until the new ESD 
building is constructed. 

It remains uncertain if the new 
station will be directly operated 
by the ESD or whether the 
district will reach an agreement 
with the department for it to 
move into the building. 
Regardless, both Brazoria 
County Emergency Service 
District No. 3 Executive Director 

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

The trial of Kelly Gabel, 
the former treasurer of the 
Liverpool Volunteer Fire 
Department indicted for 
aggregated theft of taxpayer 
funds provided to the 
department by Emergency 
Service District No. 3, has 
been postponed until Oct. 7, 
when jury selection is 
scheduled begin.

The trial had been 
scheduled to begin Monday, 
but it was delayed for the 
second time. Gabel is facing 
one felony count of 
aggravated theft.

Gabel is accused of 
embezzling thousands of 
dollars from the department 
over the course of four years, 
during which time her 
husband, Dennis Gabel, was 
chief. She neglected to file 
tax returns with the IRS 

Theft trial 
postponed 
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A gift from Alvin to help find the missing

The Rendezvous Club presented a check of $6,176 to Texas Equusearch on Monday after holding a successful fundraiser that dozens 
attended and numerous local businesses contributed toward. From left to right, top row- Rendezvous Club Board Member Jackie Byron, 
Rendezvous Club manager Rain York-Kayser, and Rendezvous Club employee Randie Smith. From left to right, bottom row- Rendezvous 
Club owner John Klein, Texas Equusearch founder and Director Tim Miller and Texas Equusearch volunteer Tony Franssens. 

(Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua  Truksa
Staff Reporter

The Rendezvous Club donated 
$6,176 to Texas Equusearch on 
Monday after hosting a Saturday 
fundraiser. Rendezvous Club 
manager and Texas Equusearch 
volunteer Rain York-Kayser 
organized the fundraiser with the 
help of club board member 
Jackie Byron and other 
employees just two-and-a-half 
weeks before the event took 
place. There are now plans for 
the fundraiser to become an 
annual event.

Dozens of local businesses 
donated auction items that 
included tools from The Home 
Depot and Snap-On Tools, a 
large Texas-shaped table from 
Texas Granite Guys and a planter 
in the shape of a pig donated by 
Tractor Supply in Alvin. Alan 
Helfman, owner of River Oaks 
Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram in 
Houston, donated multiple 
autographed jerseys including 
Earl Campbell and Hakeem 
Olajuwon. 

Under Construction Cookers 
of Houston supplied food while 
tables and chairs for the event 
were provided by the Alvin-

By David Rupkalvis
Publisher

The economy across Texas 
is roaring, and things are no 
different in Alvin.

According to the Texas 
Workforce Commission, the 
unemployment rate fell to an 
all-time low of 3.6 percent in 
June. The rate is lower than 
any time in history, dating 
back to 1976 when the state 
began keeping records.

According to Ray 
Perryman, president and CEO 
of the Perryman Group, the 
job gains in Texas were 
across the board. 

Perryman’s research 
indicates Texas gained more 
than 19,000 jobs in May, 
giving it a gain of more than 
286,000 jobs for the year. 
That places the Lone Star 
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Exploring our solar system while reading over the summer

During Family STEAM time at the Library of Alvin, children and 
their parents worked together to build their own version of the 
solar system. Before beginning the projects, Children's Specialist 
Kate Guynn, left, read interesting facts about planets from one of 
the books at the library.                      (Photos by David Rupkalvis)
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