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By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

Homeowners and renters in 
Brazoria County can now ap-
ply for disaster assistance with 
FEMA. Brazoria County is one 
of 77 Texas counties Biden has 
designated a major disaster area. 

The declaration allows FEMA 
to offer individual assistance 
and public assistance to resi-
dents and governmental entities. 

Individual Assistance is “pro-
vided by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency directly to 
eligible individuals and families 
who have sustained losses due to 
disasters." 

Public Assistance funds can 
be used to reimburse cities and 
schools for "emergency protec-

tive measures, debris removal, 
and infrastructure repairs or re-
placement needed due to disas-
ter-related damage," according 
to FEMA. 

Disaster assistance may in-
clude financial assistance for 
temporary lodging and home re-
pairs, low-interest loans to cover 
uninsured property losses, and 
other programs to help individu-
als and business owners recover 
from the effects of the disaster.

Along with Brazoria County, 
the disaster declaration includes 
Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris 
and Matagorda counties. 

FEMA has also issued a state-
ment reminding county resi-
dents that any damage to homes 
or belongings must be reported 
to insurance companies as well 

as to FEMA. 
Federal law prohibits FEMA 

from providing compensation 
for losses covered by insurance. 
However, if  the insurance com-
pany does not cover all of the 
damage, county residents may 
be eligible for federal assistance.

To determine eligibility for 
assistance visit DisasterAssis-
tance.gov or call 1-800-621-
3362 or 1-800-462-7585.

When applying for assistance, 
FEMA says to have the follow-
ing information readily avail-
able:

• A current phone number 
where you can be contacted

• Your address at the time of 
the disaster and the address 
where you are now staying

• Your Social Security num-
ber, if available

• A general list of damage 
and losses

• If insured, the insurance 
policy number, or the agent 
and company name

 
As part of the application pro-
cess, the state of Texas is asking 
residents who experienced dam-
age to their residence or busi-
ness to fill out a short survey.

The survey is intended to give 
emergency management offi-
cials across the state an idea of 
the amount of damage caused 
by  the snow and ice storm. The 
survey can be found at https://
survey123.arcgis.com/share/eb
1ab4928205490182896d86783
447d3

SBA offering low-interest disaster aid loans
By Richard A. Jenkins
Special to the Advertiser

Low-interest federal disaster 
loans are now available to Texas 
businesses and residents as a re-
sult of President Biden’s major 
disaster declaration, U.S. Small 
Business Administration’s act-
ing Administrator Tami L. Per-
riello announced.

The declaration covers 77 
Texas counties as a result of the 
severe winter storms that began 
on Feb. 11, 2021.  See below for 
the list of declared counties.

“SBA is strongly committed 
to providing Texas with the most 
effective and customer-focused 
response possible and with ac-
cess to federal disaster loans to 
help businesses and residents 
affected by this disaster,” said 
Perriello. 

“Getting our businesses and 
communities up and running af-
ter a disaster is our highest prior-
ity at SBA.”

In consideration of the public 
health concerns due to the Coro-
navirus pandemic, on Tuesday, 
Feb. 23, SBA will establish a 
Virtual Business Recovery Cen-
ter to provide personalized as-
sistance to business owners.  In 
addition, SBA will also open a 
Virtual Disaster Loan Outreach 

Center to help homeowners and 
renters.  

Customer Service Represen-
tatives will be available to busi-
ness owners and individuals to 
answer questions about SBA’s 
disaster loan program, explain 

the application process and help 
each person complete their elec-
tronic loan application.

The Virtual Business Recov-
ery Center and Virtual Disaster 
Loan Outreach Center will be 
open Monday through Friday 

7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Central Stan-
dard Time. Both virtual estab-
lishments can be contacted by 
emailing FOCWAssistance@
sba.gov or by calling 1-800-659-
2955.

 Businesses of all sizes and 

private nonprofit organizations 
may borrow up to $2 million 
to repair or replace damaged or 
destroyed real estate, machinery 
and equipment, inventory and 
other business assets. 

SBA can also lend additional 
funds to businesses and home-
owners to help with the cost of 
improvements to protect, pre-
vent or minimize the same type 
of disaster damage from occur-
ring in the future.

For small businesses, small 
agricultural cooperatives, small 
businesses engaged in aquacul-
ture and most private nonprofit 
organizations of any size, SBA 
offers Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans to help meet working cap-
ital needs caused by the disaster. 
Economic injury assistance is 
available to businesses regard-
less of any property damage.

 Disaster loans up to $200,000 
are available to homeowners to 

Brazoria County residents eligible for aid
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Frozen wind turbines didn't cause black out

See SBA Page 2

By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

Gov. Greg Abbott and former 
Energy Secretary Rick Perry 
both blamed Texas' energy crisis 
on frozen wind turbines. 

Abbott made the claim during 
an appearance on Sean Hanni-
ty's show while Perry made the 
statements to U.S. House of 
Representatives Minority Lead-
er Kevin McCarthy. 

McCarthy quoted Perry in a 
blog post on his website. Both 
Perry and Abbott's claims were 
proven false by energy industry 
analysts and regulators. 

The Electric Reliability Coun-
cil of Texas projected that 80 
percent of the grid's winter ca-
pacity, or 67 gigawatts, could be 
generated by natural gas, coal 

and some nuclear power.
On Feb. 17, ERCOT issued 

a statement confirming that the 
majority of the power generators 
that had gone offline were pow-
ered by traditional sources. 

Of the 45 gigawatts of capaci-
ty that had been knocked out, 28 
gigawatts originated from ther-
mal sources and 18 gigawatts 

from renewable sources. 
The majority of  Texas' energy 

— 27,000 megawatts — comes 
from natural gas. 

The dropping temperatures re-
sulted in problems because wa-
ter and other elements in the gas 
mixture froze at the wellhead of 
natural gas wells.

Natural gas power plants usu-

ally don’t have very much fuel 
storage on site, experts said. 

Instead, the plants rely on 
the constant flow of natural gas 
from pipelines that run across 
the state from areas like the 
oil and natural gas-producing 
Permian Basin in West Texas 
to major demand centers like 
Houston and Dallas.

U.S Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-
Houston) highlighted the trans-
mission problem in a tweet. 

"We didn’t run out of natural 
gas, but we ran out of the abil-
ity to get natural gas," Crenshaw 
wrote.

While both natural gas power 
generators and wind turbines 
can be winterized to withstand 
sub-zero temperatures, Texas 
does not require power plants to 
harden their equipment to deal 

with a prolonged cold snap. 
The lack of winterization 

resulted in frozen pumps at a 
nuclear power plant as well as 
unusable coal piles, according 
to Michael Webber, an energy 
resources professor at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin.

Some critics of Texas' re-
sponse to the freeze focused on 
the systemic problems in the 
state's electrical grid. Texas' 
stand-alone electricity grid is 
designed to keep the state’s en-
ergy system independent and 
isolated from other markets. 

This means Texas' energy 
system is mostly free of federal 
oversight, but is largely depen-
dent on its own resources. 

The independence of the grid 

See BLACKOUT Page 2
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