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By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

When Dimitrios Pagourtzis 
faces a jury on charges he shot 
and killed 10 people at Santa Fe 
High School, the trial will not be 
in Galveston County.

After a hearing Monday, the 
Galveston County District judge 
overseeing the case approved a 
defense request to move the trial 
out of Galveston County. 

The hearing marked the first 
time since he allegedly opened 
fire at Santa Fe High School on 
May 18, 2018, killing 10 people 
and injuring 13, that Pagourtzis 
made a public appearance.

Monday’s hearing was the 
first time the victims, media or 
Pagourtzis’ own family had seen 
him in person since the events of 
May 18, 2018. Pagourtzis’ 
father, Antonios Pagourtzis, 
broke down into tears when his 
son was brought into the room.

Pagourtzis’ attorney Nicholas 
Poehl said that the defense 
believes the case is the “poster 
child for why some cases require 
a change of venue.” With the 
crime being perceived as an 
assault upon the entire 
community, Poehl said, it would 
be impossible to find an 
impartial jury in Galveston 
County.

“When you have a crime 
against a community, every 
member of that community is 

affected,” Poehl said.
The defense offered exhibits 

that included comments on 
Facebook posts of news stories 
published by i45Now, arguing 
that the comments showed that 
the community has prejudged 
Pagourtzis’ guilt. As Poehl 
noted, comments on these 
threads include things such as 
“Fry the heartless kid,” “Wtf we 
wasting money on a trial for 
anyway?” and “Burn his ass!”

“That is representative of the 
community,” Poehl said.

Poehl also said media reports 
containing false information led 
further to a bias against his 
client in Galveston County. He 
said stories of Pagourtzis’ 
motive being related to the 
rejection of romantic advances 
by him toward victim Shana 
Fisher and the report of a 
confession by Pagourtzis are 
unsubstantiated, but succeed in 
tainting the jury pool.

Poehl further argued that the 
jury selection process of voir 
dire would be insufficient in 
Galveston County to ensure a 
fair trial for Pagourtzis. 
According to Poehl, many 
potential jurors would be 
dishonest about prejudging the 
case to intentionally be 
appointed to the jury and “seek 
revenge.”

Galveston County District 

Pagourtzis' murder trial to be moved

Dimitrios Pagourtzis is led into a Galveston County counrtroom for a hearing to determine whether 
his trial for allegesdly killing 10 people at Santa Fe High School should be moved. It was the first 
time Pagourtzis has been seen in public since the May 18, 2018, shooting.               (Courtesy photo)

District judge agrees 
to move case out of 
Galveston County

After disturbance, lady removed 
from Manvel council meeting

Linda Wade was escorted out of Manvel City Hall on Wednesday evening after being disruptive at a 
city council meeting.                                                                                   (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

Confusion regarding a routine 
update to the building code and 
fire code led to an incident at a 

special Manvel City Council 
meeting Wednesday in which a 
woman had to be escorted out of 
the meeting by police.

Linda Wade approached the 
podium to speak against the 

city’s adoption of the 2015 
versions of the International Fire 
Code and International Property 
Maintenance Code. The city 

Incident occured during public hearing

By David Rupkalvis
Publisher

A proposal to give every 
public school teacher in Texas 
a $5,000 raise moved a step 
closer to reality this week after 
the Senate Finance Committee 
approved the legislation and 
sent it to the full Senate.

The bill, authored by Senator 
Jane Nelson of Flower Mound, 
would give every teacher the 
raise before the 2019-20 school 
year.

According to state Education 
Commissioner Mike Morath, 
most teachers in Texas are paid 
between $50,000 and $60,000 
annually. The average starting 
wage is $47,500 a year, 
substantially more than the 
nationwide average of close to 
$39,000.

Despite that, Nelson said 
Texas teachers have not seen a 
significant pay raise in 20 
years and deserve the bump 
being considered by the 
Senate.

"We need to provide this 
salary in order to retain our 
teachers in our classrooms, 
and to attract new teachers to 
the profession," she said. 
"We've got to make sure we 
attract the best and the 
brightest, and we've got to 
keep them."  

The Texas Commission on 
School Finance, an interim 
study group formed over the 
summer to make 
recommendations for sweeping 

education finance reforms, 
found that the single greatest 
in-school factor for student 
achievement is teacher quality. 
State Sen. Larry Taylor, who 
represents Alvin, chaired the 
interim group.

Taylor, who is currently 
working to craft the Senate's 
version of education reform 
legislation, told members that 
the bill complements the 
teacher compensation reforms 
envisioned in that measure. 

The proposed Senate budget 
has $3.7 billion set aside to pay 
for the salary increase, but that 
price tag will go up a little 
more after it was changed to 
ensure the state covers 
increased pension costs.  
Because teacher retirement 
benefits are based on an 
average of the five highest-
paid years in an educator's 
career, a statewide increase 
like the one proposed would 
increase the total cost of 
teacher pensions by about 
$240 million per year over the 
next two years.  

Another amendment added 
by the committee seeks to 
ensure the raises are permanent.  
Nelson said she can guarantee 
that she'll fight to maintain the 
raise as long as she's in office, 
and that any future legislatures 
would have to make a proactive 
decision to remove it from 
statute.  

"If this passes it will be an 
established fund and if 

Bill to give $5,000 
raises to teachers 
moves to full Senate
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