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State removing Grand Parkway from TxDOT plans

TxDOT Houston District Senior Planner Charles U. Airiohuodion (left) and Director of Transportation Andy Mao sit in a large room 
at TxDOT’s Houston office devoid of members of the public watching a live stream of TxDOT’s public meeting in Austin in which it 
announced the proposed removal of the Grand Parkway from the Unified Transportation Program and the reason behind the removal.

 (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

Segments B, C and D of State 
Highway 99 (also known as the 
Grand Parkway) have been 
proposed for removal from 
TxDOT’s Unified Transportation 
Program for 2020. The UTP is a 
blueprint published by TxDOT 
at the beginning of each decade 
outlining the priorities for 
transportation spending over the 
next 10 years and detailing which 
specific projects will receive 
funding.

TxDOT officials explained 
that it was directed by the 
governor’s office to remove 
funding for the Grand Parkway 
in order to comply with 2014’s 
Proposition 1 and 2015’s 
Proposition 7, both of which 

Road would 
have been a 
benefit to 
Alvin region

By David Rupkalvis
Publisher

State Rep. Ed Thompson 
announced last week that he 
would be running for 
re-election in House District 
29, which includes Alvin, 
Manvel, Iowa Colony and 
Liverpool.

In a recent interview with 
The Alvin Sun, Thompson 
said he decided to run again 
because there is still work to 
do. He specifically pointed to 
environmental legislation he 
hopes to work on as vice chair 
of the Environmental 
Regulations Committee.

Thompson said he was 
pleased with the legislation 
passed out of the recent 
session, but said there was 
still a lot of work to do, even 
if it was related to things more 
“under the radar.”

Thompson said he was 
pleased with the work the 
Legislature did earlier this 
year.

"This session was a big win 
across the board for Texans," 
said Thompson. "We secured 
much-needed funds to end the 
backlog of untested rape kits 
and support our schools. We 
addressed flood mitigation 
projects and emergency 
preparedness while bringing 
property tax relief and passing 
a responsible budget. I'm 
proud of our work this cycle."

Thompson's re-election bid 
comes just a few weeks after 
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By David Rupkalvis
Publisher

If you suspect something, 
say something.

That’s the bottom line from 
the annual Mass Attacks in 
Public Spaces Reports 
released last week by the 
Secret Service.

Prepared by the National 
Threat Assessment Center, 
the report looks at 27 mass 
attacks in 2018. That includes 
the May 18, 2018, shooting at 
Santa Fe High School that left 
10 dead and 13 injured.

According to the 
information released in the 
report, 93 percent of the 
perpetrators in the attacks had 
issued threats or other 
concerning communications 
before the attacks. Most of the 
attackers, 78 percent, 
exhibited some sort of 
behavior that caused concern 
for their friends and families.

Those behaviors included: 
• Social media posts with 

alarming content 
• Escalating anger or 

aggressive behavior
• Changes in behavior and 

appearance
• Expressions of suicidal 
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How will the historic Alvin 
Masonic safe be moved?

A safe of uncertain age belonging to the Alvin Masonic Lodge has been sitting in the lodge’s former 
location for at least 60 years. Movers arrived Friday with plans of moving the safe but determined 
that doing so would likely require a crane.                                                   (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

Safe likely weighs more than 2,000 pounds
By Joshua Truksa

Staff Reporter

Movers from B&L Lock and 
Safe in Houston met Worshipful 
Master Kenneth Welch and 
Master of Ceremony Toby 
Gonzales of the Alvin Masonic 
Lodge at the Dreyfus Printing 
building on Sealy Street on 
Friday with plans to remove and 
relocate a safe belonging to the 
Alvin Masonic Lodge that was 
left behind when the Masons 
moved to their current building 
in 1959, only to determine that 
the task would be impossible 
with the equipment they had at 
their disposal.

“I bet they didn’t take this 
thing up these stairs,” Tony 
Love of B&L Lock and Safe in 
Houston said, referring to the 
hollow wooden stairs in the 
section of the building that has 

gone unused and without 
renovation since the Masons 
moved 60 years ago.

Love theorized that the safe 
was likely moved into the 
building through a window or 
other opening using a crane. A 
large boarded up opening in the 
ceiling sized appropriately for 
the safe can be seen and Love 
said it was possible that the 
object was lowered inside 
through it. Dreyfus Printing 
owner Charles E. Dreyfus said 
the opening was a skylight.

Stair climbers often used to 
move heavy objects such as 
safes up and down stairs have a 
capacity of approximately 1,500 
pounds.

“I’m almost positive that’s 
closer to 2,000 pounds,” Love 
said.

Similar to the method in 
which the safe may have been 

moved in, Love told members of 
the Masonic Lodge that modern 
removal of the safe would also 
likely require the service of a 
crane at an estimated cost of 
$2,500.

It is unknown when the safe, 
which is now unlocked and 
empty, was placed inside the 
building, but the space served as 
the meeting place for the Alvin 
Masonic Lodge between 1916 
and 1959, when construction on 
the current lodge location was 
completed.

Despite disappointment, 
members of the Masonic Lodge 
said the safe will not be 
abandoned and they will be 
thinking of alternative ways to 
relocate the safe to its proper 
location at the current Masonic 
Lodge building.

“It’s going to get there,” 
Gonzales said.
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