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Strawberry season underway at Froberg's Farm

Kathleen Holton says retire-
ment just didn't agree with her 
and has returned to her post as 
Managing Editor of the Alvin 
Sun and Alvin Advertiser.

"I am really looking forward 
to not only making sure the peo-
ple of Alvin and the surrounding 
areas can read local news, col-
umns and advertising, but that I 
can bring in some new ideas to 
expand what we provide to our 
readership," she said.

With the internet available, 
we want to not only post our 
news and sports online, but we 
also want to reach people who 
want local news but have either 
moved away or don't get the 
printed papers, she added. 

The Alvin Sun and Alvin Ad-
vertiser covers news from city 
halls, Alvin ISD, Alvin Commu-
nity College, Brazoria County 
and community news from clubs 
and organizations throughout the 
area. 

Plans are being discussed to 
hold a citywide celebration this 
summer of the Alvin Sun, which 
opened its doors more than 130 
years ago.

Anyone with local news or 
ideas for stories about people or 
events is encouraged to email 
them to Holton at: editor@alvin-
sun.net

Holton returns as Sun 
Managing Editor

Holton

By Kathleen Holton
Managing Editor

It’s strawberry time at Fro-
berg’s Farm and the horrible 
freeze this past winter didn’t 
stop the production of a crop of 
luscious fruit at all!

Families of all ages are al-
ready out in the warm weather 
picking bright red strawberries 
to enjoy, or freeze for ice cream 
when the hot summer months 
come.

Owner Alfred Froberg says 
the 150,000 plants are packed 
with fruit in every stage of de-
velopment, from flowers to big, 
bright red, ready to pick straw-
berries. 

Freeze
The recent freeze did dam-

age the fruit which was on the 
plants, but they immediately 
grew new strawberries when 
the freeze was over. In fact, 
Froberg says, “They came back 
with a vengeance. They are 
raised in such cold weather that 
the freeze didn’t kill the plants.”

He added that 21 days after 
the freeze, the plants were al-

ready flowering and fruit was 
growing and the plants were 
thriving.

The entire 10 acres are open 
to the public to “pick your 
own”, and Froberg’s Farm of-
fers plastic buckets to put them 
in. Any number of buckets, and 
strawberries can be picked and 
purchased at the family store, 
next to the operating farm. He 
buys the baby plants in Canada 
and he and his crew put them 
in the ground during the winter 
months. By February, they are 
up and flowering and growing 
quickly. By spring, the fields are 
open to the public and custom-
ers can begin picking fruit.

The Avrukin family now 
lives in Houston, but the three 
girls and their parents recently 
moved from New York. When 
they told friends there were 
moving to Texas, the Avrukin’s 
were told about a farm south of 
Houston were they could actu-
ally go into the fields and pick 
their own strawberries. 

Last week, they were in the 
fields at Froberg’s, each with 
a bucket, picking strawberries. 

“We loved it!” said the oldest, 
11-year-old Miriam, holding up 
her bucket of strawberries as 
they headed to their car.

People from as far away as 
Galveston and north Houston 
were in the fields last week, 
with youngsters learning not to 
pick the flowers or white fruit, 
but to select the big, bright red 
ones.

Although this year will be a 
bumper crop, last year was just 
as good for the farm. However, 
in the spring of 2020, Froberg 
says the entire store and parking 
lot, and of course the strawberry 
fields were packed with people 
picking buckets of fruit.

“We held a strawberry festi-
val and it seemed that everyone 
around the area showed up. Ev-
eryone had a wonderful time,” 
he said.

However, during the festi-
val, someone told Froberg that 
the Houston Rodeo had been 
cancelled due to the fear of the 
spread of Covid 19. “I couldn’t 
believe that they had shut down, 
but word got around to the peo-
ple at our festival and within an 
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Doing it themselves-Alfred Froberg shows Isaac Plotkin, 5, and Brooke Leva, 6, how to pick the right 
strawberries during a day at Froberg's Farm.
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Longtime city employee,  
Cruzen, passes away

Funeral services for Alvin 
Deputy City Clerk "Grace" 
Cruzen were held last Friday, 
April 2. 

Eloise Grace (Ortiz) Cru-
zen worked for the city for 
37 years, most recently in the 
City Clerk's office and also 
with the City Secretary.

She was born on  Feb. 15, 
1965, and passed away on 
Sunday, March 28, 2021.

She was preceded in death 
by her mother Eloisa Ortiz. 

Grace was born in Galves-
ton to Jaure and Eloise Ortiz 
and was a lifelong resident of 
Alvin.  

She and her husband, 
John, were married 30 years 
and the parents of two sons, 
Jonathan Cruzen, Aaron Cru-
zen.  

Grace graduated from Al-
vin High School and a mem-
ber of the Class of 1984. 

Grace held an Associates of 
Science in Accounting.  Visi-
tation was held on Friday, 
April 2, 2021 at 11 a.m., fol-
lowed by funeral services at 
Oak Park Chapel.

Funeral Service will be 
held on Friday, April 2, 2021 
at 1 p.m. at Oak Park Chapel.
Honorary pallbearers were: 
John Cruzen, Jonathan Cru-
zen, Aaron Cruzen, Joshua 
Soto, Kaleb Soto, and Ant-
onyo Liguez.

Cruzen

hour, this place was empty, ev-
eryone had left”, he recalls.

All the Froberg family could 
do was watch as everything 
went from bad to worse. “We 
had 12,000 school children 
booked to come visit the farm, 
and all those bookings were 
cancelled. And, within four or 
five days, we had absolutely no 
customers. 

All the family could do was 
care for the crops in the field 
and rack up a huge loss of in-
come. After several months in 
debt, the family business came 
back to life, and within months, 
Froberg’s Farm had caught up 
financially, because their faith-
ful customers, and new visitors 
came to shop for their families.

“All the other businesses in 
town were shut down, and peo-
ple couldn’t get to stores, we 
saw lots of customers suddenly 
come in to our store.” said Fro-
berg. “Things came back to life, 

in a big way.”
Not only does Froberg’s Farm 

have fresh fruit and vegetables 
in the fields, their store offers 
all types of vegetables, a variety 
of baked goods (including their 
famous pies that are made year 
round), nuts, and citrus.

“Before we knew it, we were 
swamped with customers. They 
weren’t buying one stalk of cel-
ery, they were buying handfuls. 
I had four trucks a day restock-
ing us with vegetables and we 
still sold out of several things,” 
said Froberg.

For 21 days in May 2020, 
more than 43,000 people 
shopped Froberg Farm, and 
when local stores began to re-
open, it was time for blackberry 
season. “We grew blackberries 
and sunflowers and everyone 
loved picking their own berries 
and flowers,” he said. 

This will be the third year that 
people can pick their own black-

berries. Blackberries are known 
for the prickly vines, but Fro-
berg purchased a variety that, 
as he says, “aren’t stickery”. 
The season runs from May 1 to 
August 1 and there are 10,000 
plants which are in full bloom 
now and will be covered in fresh 
fruit May 1.

“I learned that this is ‘The 
Year of the Sunflower’, desig-
nated by the National Garden 
Bureau, and we will celebrate 
by opening our sunflower patch 
in May where people can buy 
flowers by the stalk and take 
photos with the big plants.”

One of the most popular 
events of the year takes place 
in the fall. An area of the farm 
is planted with corn in the sum-
mer. By fall, the plants are tall 
and covered in ears of corn. 

But, the plants are not grown for 
food. Froberg cuts a path through 
the corn and creates a maze. 

 

Juicy fruit-Workers at 
Froberg's Farm pick 
boxes of strawberries to 
be packed into smaller 
packages which will 
be sold  in the Farm's 
store. The majority of 
the strawberries are 
picked by people who 
enjoy spending time on 
a real, working farm.

While he was out one day on a 
walk with his dog Chloe, John J. 
Murray watched as his neighbor 
struggled to train his own puppy 
to contain his excitement.

“The neighbor was just try-
ing to get the young dog to sit 
on a bench and stay on it as we 
walked by,” said Murray “It hit 
me, what are the characteristics 
of a good dog? What are the 

expectations that we have for a 
good dog. The message kind of 
hit me at once.”

The incident would inspire 
Murray to write a novel, Better 
than Our Dogs, which was re-
cently given the Grand Prize in 
Fiction from the 2020 Christian 
Author Awards. The novel in-
cludes tales of dog mishaps that 
echoes lessons from the Biblical 

ACC Paralegal Director John Murray wins fiction prize for novel, 
"Better Than Our Dogs"

Book of James.
Murray is a former practic-

ing attorney and joined the ACC 
faculty in October as the Parale-
gal Program director. When not 
in the classroom, Murray loves 
to write.

“I’ve always loved to write 
briefs and argue cases, it’s prob-
ably one of the things that drew 
me to the law to begin with,” he 
said. “I’ve always had a knack 
and a passion for it. I like tell-
ing stories and I like explaining 
complicated ideas and making 

them down to earth where peo-
ple can enjoy reading them.”

Winning the prize was a great 
recognition because it was cho-
sen from a talented group of 
nominations, Murray said.

“It’s a national competition 
where winning the Grand Prize 
means it was the best book in all 
of the categories for 2020,” he 
said. “So that really meant a lot 
to me.”

Better than Our Dogs has 
also received other honors from  
 

Top winner-ACC Paralegal director John J. Murray poses with a 
copy of his novel Better than our Dogs, which was recently given 
the Grand Prize in Fiction from the 2020 Christian Author Awards.

NOTICE:
Candidates running for office in local 

cities, school and ACC boards, as well as 
county offices are encouraged to send in 
announcements of their candidacies for 
publication. A limit of 200 words will be 

strictly enforced, or announcements
will be edited. A portrait type photo of the 

candidate can be submitted as well. 
No announcements will be accepted

after April 14, 2021.
Please email to: editor@alvinsun.net
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