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Alvin Home for Holidays
festival planned Dec. 4-5
By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net
Alvin's 11th Annual "Home
for the Holidays" festival is
around the corner.
The free, annual Christmas
celebration is scheduled for the
weekend of Dec. 4 and Dec. 5.
It is still possible that the festival may be canceled because of
COVID-19.
However,
if
this year's festival goes ahead it
would be the first
major event in Alvin since the pandemic began.
Home for the Holidays is
scheduled for 6-8 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 4 at the Alvin Historic
Railroad depot, 200 Depot Centre Blvd.
The Saturday portion of the
festival is currently planned to
start at 10 a.m and last until 6
p.m.
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Organizers expect to hold the
daytime aspect of Home for the
Holidays at National Oak Park,
118 S. Magnolia St., in Alvin.
If Home for the Holidays happens this year it will be the inauguration of Alvin's gingerbread
house contest.
The contest is open to anyone
over the age of
15 years-old.
Registration
for the contest is free, but
space is limited.
The
Alvin Parks and
Recreation
Department is
requiring individuals or teams
interested in the gingerbread
house contest to preregister at
the city's website www.alvin-tx.
gov.
This year's festival will also
include a snow hill and the
"world's largest snowman."
There will also be a light parade at 6 p.m. on Saturday.
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Parts of Brazoria County in winter drought
By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net
As the old saying goes, the
problem with water is that there's
never enough or too much.
At times this summer Brazoria County seemed to be firmly
in the "too much water" column.
However, these days Brazoria
County has moved to the "never
enough" side of the ledger.
Over the last few weeks it
has become apparent that Brazoria County is facing a winter
drought.
Although the lack of rain is
county wide, the effects of the
drought are highly localized.
Northern Brazoria County has
received a fairly normal amount
of rainfall for this time of year.
The U.S. Drought Monitor
shows that Southern Brazoria
County is in a stage of moderate
drought.
Despite this year's overly ac-

tive hurricane season, the lack
of rain in Southeast Texas isn't a
recent development.
Over the summer there were
multiple times that a proposed
burn ban was brought before the
Brazoria County Commissioners' Court.
However, each time the ban
was delayed because of a recent
rain storm.
In one case a burn ban had
been proposed just days before
Hurricane Laura made landfall.
The drought conditions have
set in so quickly that the National Weather Service has taken to
calling this a "flash drought."
Conditions are expected to
worsen as the winter continues
with some predictions showing
a lack of significant rain through
December.
Dryness isn't the only environmental condition that contributes to a heightened risk of
wild fire, which is what ulti-
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New Karpeles Manuscript Museum opens
By Marie Brannon
Special to the Sun
After years of waiting, Alvin's
Karpeles Manuscript Museum is
open.
The museum, the only one in
Texas, held its grand opening on
Tuesday, Nov. 17.
Located at 800 W. Sidnor St.,
the museum holds a portion of
the historical documents and
manuscripts owned by David
Karpeles, a businessman and
mathematician who has been
collecting and preserving historical documents for decades.
As impressive as the collection is, many Alvin residents are
just as excited about the museum's location.
The museum is housed in a
former Methodist Episcopal
Church that was built in 1925.
The building is one of the few
examples of neo-classical architecture in Alvin.
It also is one of the only buildings in the area with Tuscan
style columns and a second-level double door entry.
The building had been vacant
for many years before it was
purchased by the Karpeles organization in 2011. It took almost
a decade for the former church
to be repaired and brought up to
code.
With more than 1 million
pieces, Karpeles has the largest
collection privately held historical documents in the world.
Among some of the items in
Karpeles' collection are original copies of the Emancipation
Proclamation and treaties between the U.S. and various Native American tribes.
The various manuscripts are
circulated throughout the museums three times a year.

It took almost a decade of work, but Alvin's Karpeles Manuscript Museum is now open.
Admission to the Alvin Museum will be free. The museum
also plans to offer specialized

programs for area schools.
For more information about
the museum organization visit

the web site Karpeles.com or
call Tom Stansel at 713-2479356.

ACC using campus-based 'Blessing Boxes' to collect for charity
By John Tompkins
Special to the Sun
The COVID-19 pandemic has
had a huge sociological and economic effect on the region and
has left some people in need of
support.
Since it is not possible to have
the ACC Food and Toy Drive
this year, Alvin Community
College has posted “Blessing
Boxes” on campus to collect donations for those in need.
Food and toiletry items are
being accepted for students and
members of the community.
“I feel it was a wonderful idea
since ACC was not able to have
the annual toy and food drive,”
said Cammy Guggisberg, coordinator of the Blessing Boxes.
“We have a wonderful team

together who are excited and
willing to help. It makes my
heart feel good seeing how
quickly this came together," she
added.
Guggisberg, a marketing
specialist, went on to describe
ACC's supportive environment.
"ACC is a wonderful place to
work and honestly cares about
their students and the community.”
Students in the Skilled Training Rewarding Independence
and
Vocational
Education
(STRIVE) program have been
helping collect donations from
the Blessing Boxes.
STRIVE provides Vocational
Training for adults with intellectual disabilities with an end goal
of transitioning students into the
workforce.

Alvin Community College's STRIVE students have been collecting donations from Blessing Boxes throughout the campus.
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STRIVE students recently
processed and distributed a donation of more than 700 canned
food items donated by the Pearland Neighborhood Center and
H-E-B.
Donations through faculty,
staff and community have in-

creased since then.
“The STRIVE class took the
lead in inventorying the donated
food and stocking the boxes with
enthusiasm,” Guggisberg said.
“Other staff members have
helped with obtaining donations, repurposing the schedule

boxes and advertising.”
Some of the most needed
items are canned goods, including meats, fruits, vegetables,
soups/stews, beans, rice and
pasta.
There is also a high-demand
for items that don't need to be
refrigerated, like peanut butter,
jelly and granola bars.
Items that are often overlooked are toiletries. Although
toilet paper and hand sanitizer
became prized possessions this
spring, these aren't the most
overlooked items.
Women's health products,
including tampons and sanitary pads, are some of the most
needed and often rarely donated
items.
Although the boxes are located throughout the campus —in

buildings C, G, H and K —ACC
staff are asking members of the
public to drop off donations at
only one location.
Donations can be dropped off
at the screening location in S
Building at the ambulance bay
from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and 6 a.m. to
2 p.m. on Friday.
The boxes are also located in
several buildings around campus. The boxes at buildings S
and G are outdoors while the
rest are in the lobbies.
Organizers hope to make the
boxes a permanent fixture on
campus.
For more information about
the Blessing Boxes or to make
a financial contribution, visit
www.alvincollege.edu/community/BlessingBox.html.

