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COVID-19 outbreak worsens, Abbott warns economic restrictions may return
By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

The COVID-19 pandemic is 
rapidly worsening across Texas. 
The state posted two consecu-
tive days — June 23-24 — of 
more than 5,000 new cases. 
Since June 14, when the state al-
lowed restaurants to increase ca-
pacity to 75 percent and almost 
all businesses allowed to oper-
ate with some safety measures 
in place, the number of people 
testing positive for COVID-19 
has continued to surge. 

There are now twice as many 
people hospitalized as there 
were when the state began to 
reopen. 

Gov. Greg Abbott recom-
mended on June 23 that Texans 
stay home as much as possible 
and for the first time moved 
to allow the tightening of two 

kinds of restrictions that had 
been eased under his reopening 
plan.

He scaled back a previous 
statewide order and gave local 
officials the ability to place re-
strictions on outdoor gatherings 
of over 100 people, a threshold 
he originally set at 500 people. 

And Abbott said the state 
would enact mandatory health 
standards for child care centers 
after prior rules became volun-
tary earlier this month.

On Wednesday, Abbott added 
that even greater economic re-
strictions may be implemented. 

During an interview with CBS 
affiliate KFDA-TV in Amarillo, 
Abbott said that some new re-
strictions could be localized to 
areas that are "running tight on 
hospital capacity."

Abbott has used statewide 
hospital capacity as an easy to 

understand metric for Texas' 
ability to cope with COVID-19, 

However, relying solely on 
the number of available hospital 
beds across the state is a mis-
leading statistic. 

The Department of State 
Health Services reported that 
there were 14,260 available hos-
pital beds and 1,500 available 
ICU beds statewide on June 23.

Much like the nature of the 
outbreak itself, the availability 
of hospital beds varies greatly 
from region to region. 

In the Greater Houston Area, 
hospital beds are at such a pre-
mium that adult patients are 
being transferred to the Texas 
Children's' Hospital.

The disease has spread so ag-
gressively that 97 percent of the 
ICU beds at the Texas Medical 
Center are occupied — 27 per-
cent of the patients are COV-

ID-19 cases. 
Texas' positivity rate — the 

percentage of positive tests to 
total tests —exceeded 10 per-
cent on June 24. The positivity 
rate was less than 9.5 percent 
when Abbott ordered the clo-
sure of most Texas businesses in 
April. 

The unabated growth in posi-
tive COVID-19 cases has drawn 
the ire of some Brazoria County 
leaders. 

Texas Speaker of the House 
Dennis Bonnen (R-Angleton) 
chastised people who refuse to 
wear masks and practice social 
distancing. 

“If these so-called patriots 
persist in flaunting their disre-
gard for others, we’re in for a 
very long, dark summer with 
a deadly array of medical and 
economic consequences," Bon-
nen said in a written statement 

released on June 22. 
"These agitators have fueled 

uncertainty and fear within de-
cent and responsible individuals 
who understand the health risks 
and the consequences of our 
medical resources being strained 
beyond capacity."

Brazoria County alone posted 
77 new cases on June 23. De-
spite the growth, County Judge 
Matt Sebesta has no plans to re-
issue the emergency order that 
lapsed in May. 

Sebesta has also said that he 
will not mandate the wearing of 
masks in public. The constant 
increase in COVID-19 cases has 
led some medical professionals 
to issue emotional appeals to 
their patients.

Dr. Patti Savrick of Bootin 
and Savrick Pediatric Associ-
ates, an independently owned 
group pediatric practice with of-

fices in Pearland, took to Face-
book to beg people to wash their 
hands and wear face masks.

Savrick cited the increasing 
number of COVID-19 cases in 
her practice — most of which 
came about because older chil-
dren and teenagers contracted 
the virus because they weren't 
masked — as the reason for her 
appeal.  

"We can not allow this to con-
tinue. I don’t know how to ex-
press the frustration and, yes, 
anger I feel seeing these num-
bers," Savrick wrote.

"I do not know how to say this 
more clearly: wear your mask 
and insist your children do the 
same. I know is not pleasant, but 
it’s not hard."

Alvin Fire Department recognized for fight against COVID-19

Alvin Volunteer Fire Department Chief Rex Klesel, left, and Assistant Chief Kendall Hunting, right, receive a Certificate of Congres-
sional Recognition from one of Congressman Pete Olson's aides, center. The certificate recognizes the department for its response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.                (Courtesy Photo)

Exterminator 
finds crocodile 
tears in Alvin 

A Brazoria County extermina-
tor recently made an interesting 
discovery at an Alvin home. 

Jesus Delamora, a service 
technician with Killum Pest 
Control's Lake Jackson office, 
was treating a home in the Al-
vin-Manvel area when he spot-
ted a spider. 

As Delamora was killing the 
spider he was approached by the 
customer's 7-year-old son who 
was "freaking out," Delamora 
said.

"He said 'You just killed my 
pet spider,'" Delamora said. 

"My heart dropped. He told 
me how he had used all the mon-
ey in his piggy bank to buy [the 
spider] for $15."

Delamora apologized and 
gave the boy $20 from his wal-
let. As Delamora treated the 
house, he was worried about 
how the customers would react 
when they learned about the 
death of the family pet. 

After Delamora finished treat-
ing the home, he approached the 
customer's husband to discuss 
payment — and to apologize for 
killing the pet spider.  

During Delamora's discussion 
with the customer's husband, the 
boy came out to see what was 
going on.

"I told the customer's  hus-
band how sorry I was for killing 
his son's pet spider," Delamora 
said. 

"The husband's response was 
'What? He doesn't have a pet 
spider.'"

Delamora added that he 
looked over at the 7-year-old 
boy. 

"I see the biggest smirk on 
this kid's face," Delamora said. 
"I realized I'd just gotten hustled 
by a 7-year-old."

Everyone at the Killum Pest 
Control offices had a good laugh  
about Delamora's experience, 
according to Eric Melass, the 
firm's vice president of opera-
tions.

"The fact that Jesus felt terri-
ble about the incident, and went 
so far as to give the boy $20, 
shows just how much he cares 
about his job and his custom-
ers," Melass said. 

A 53-year-old Alvin woman 
was transported to the hospital 
by air ambulance on June 18.

The woman was airlifted after 
the Jeep she was driving collid-
ed with a Chrysler sedan.

The collision occurred at the 
intersection of SH 146 and Em-
mett F. Lowry Expressway in 
Texas City, according to a state-
ment from local law enforce-
ment officers.

Alvin Woman air-
lifted to hospital 

The Texas General Land Of-
fice (GLO) approved $322,714 
in Hurricane Harvey disaster 
recovery grants for the city of 
Manvel to make sewer and wa-
ter improvements. 

The grants were approved on 
June 22. 

"Hurricane Harvey devastated 
communities across the Texas 
Coast," said George P. Bush, 
Texas Land Commissioner.

"These recovery funds are 
critical to improving local infra-
structure that will protect lives, 
homes and businesses from fu-
ture storms."

Bush added that the GLO con-
tinues to work with communities 
across the Gulf Coast region to 
"leverage resources efficiently 
and effectively to benefit Texans 
affected by Hurricane Harvey." 

Hurricane Harvey over-
whelmed the wastewater and 
water systems of the city of 
Manvel. 

Heavy rainfall caused flood-
ing, resulting in the wastewater 
treatment plant receiving inflow 
water that carried sand and silt 
into the oxidation ditch. 

The water volume capacity of 
the main water treatment unit 
was lost due to a large amount 
of this sediment. 

This resulted in a threat to 
public health, safety and wel-
fare.

These funds will enable Man-
vel city leaders to conduct sewer 
and water Infrastructure im-
provements.

The improvements will fa-
cilitate the proper functioning of 
critical wastewater-system com-
ponents to reduce the impact of 
sewage contamination and back-
flow.

The improvements will also 
ensure that potable water is 
available to the community in 
emergency situations. 

With these funds, the city will 
install a Supervisory Control 
and Data Acquisition (SCADA) 
system at the city wastewater 
treatment plant on Corporate 
Drive, the water treatment plant 
on School Road, as well as the 
Lakeland and Lewis Lane lift 
stations. 

Backup generators will also 
be installed at three of the loca-
tions.

The GLO has allocated $413 
million for infrastructure proj-
ects related to Hurricane Harvey. 

One of the projects approved 
by the GLO was a $10.9 million 
excavation of the Oyster Creek 
Detention Pond in Brazoria 
County. 

The funds, which were ap-
proved on June 10, will be used 
to improve drainage facilities 
throughout the county  including 
regrading ditches, replacing cul-
verts, installing a control struc-
ture and reinforcing concrete 
boxes near SH 35. 

Manvel gets state 
wastewater grant 

Brazoria County voters head to the polls in July primary runoff 
Early voting for the July 14 

primary runoff begins on June 
29. 

Brazoria County Democrats 
will head to the polls to decide 
three races. 

The marquee race for the 
Democrats this cycle is the  pri-
mary for the U.S. Senate.

M.J. Hegar — a former U.S. 
Army medivac pilot — and state 
Sen. Royce West (D-Dallas) are 
campaigning to see who will 
take on John Cornyn in the fall.  

West has served in the Texas 
Legislature for 27 years, his cur-
rent term is scheduled to expire 
in 2023. 

Hegar' grabbed headlines in 
2018 when she campaigned to 
represent U.S. House District 
31, which is north of Austin and 
includes Round Rock and Ft. 
Hood. 

Despite being a political neo-
phyte, Hegar came within 3 per-
centage points of unseating four-

time incumbent John Carter, a 
Republican from Round Rock. 

Along with the Senate pri-
mary, Democrats will also 
decide on their candidate for 
Railroad Commissioner —Ro-
berto "Beto" Alonzo and Chrys-
ta Castañeda are on the ballot. 

Additionally, Democrats will 
be casting ballots in the primary 
for Justice, 14th Court of Ap-
peals District, Place 7. 

Tamika "Tami" Craft and 
Cheri Thomas are campaign-
ing for a place on the appellate 
bench. 

For the Brazoria County Re-
publicans the biggest race of the 
year, so far, is the campaign to 
replace retiring U. S. Represen-
tative Pete Olson.

Since 2009, Olson has repre-
sented U.S. House District 22 
— which includes the Alvin-
Manvel area, as well as most of 
Fort Bend County and parts of 
Harris County. 

Republican mega-donor Kath-
leen Wall is facing off against 
Fort Bend County Sheriff Troy 
Nehls. 

In 2018, Wall spent $6.2 mil-
lion of her own money running 
for U.S. House District 2. 

Despite the heavy spending, 
Wall received 27.1 percent of 
the vote, barely losing a spot in 
the runoff to Dan Crenshaw — 
who ultimately went on to win 
the seat. 

Some Brazoria County Re-
publicans will also be casting 
ballots to pick a replacement 
for Texas Speaker of the House 
Dennis Bonnen (R-Angleton). 

Bonnen, who has represented 
Texas House District 25 since 
1997, was caught in an imbro-
glio over the summer of 2019, 
an affair that involved a secretly 
recorded meeting with a notori-
ous Republican operative and a 
quid pro quo for attacks on mod-
erate Republican legislators. 

Ro'Vin Garrett and Cody 
Thane Vasut are running to re-
place Bonnen. 

Brazoria County Republicans 
will also be selecting the party's 
candidate for Justice, 1st Court 
of Appeals District, Place 5. 

James Lombardino and Terry 
Adams are running for a spot on 
the appellate court. 

Because of the Fourth of July 
holiday, there are only 10 days 
of early voting for this election. 

Voters casting ballots in per-
son are also advised that the 
COVID-19 crisis may mean that 
lines to vote could be longer 
than usual.

Another factor that might con-
tribute to longer lines at the polls  
is the removal of straight ticket 
voting — a one-punch method 
that allowed voters to cast a bal-
lot for a party's entire slate of 
candidates. In 2018, 75 percent 
of voters in Texas' 25 largest 
counties voted straight ticket. 


