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Two Alvin ISD staff members 
have tested positive for COV-
ID-19.

The tests were administered 
over the week ending Aug. 28. 
The positive tests have resulted 
in a two-week closure of the 
staff members' classrooms. 

Students that may have been 
exposed to the virus have also 
been ordered to self-quarantine.

The cases involve staff at Al-
vin Elementary School in Alvin 
and McNair Junior High School 

in Pearland. 
A district spokesperson said 

the cases involved students 
in self-contained classrooms, 
which often consist of special 
education students and their 
teachers.

Alvin ISD has adopted a 
"phased approach" for restarting 
classes.  For the first week  most 
students received lessons on-
line, but students that were the 
children of district employees, 
lacked Internet access, were in 
special education or in self con-
tained classrooms  were allowed 
to return to campus. 

Schools opened for on-cam-
pus learning on Aug. 31 with 
students who elected to receive 
in-person instruction being on 
campus on designated days ac-
cording to grade level. 

On the other days, they learn 
remotely. On Sept. 14, all stu-
dents who have chosen in-per-
son instruction are scheduled to 
be in schools.

Alvin ISD's announcement 
about positive tests serves as a 
capstone to Brazoria County's 
deadliest month so far. 

Over the course of the month, 
the county reported 68 COV-

ID-19 related deaths, 26 more 
than July's total. 

Unfortunately, the deaths 
haven't slowed down with the 
calendar change. The county an-
nounced three more deaths on 
Sept. 1, bringing the total count 
to 71. 

Despite the high death toll, 
county data shows a downward 
trend in the number of new in-
fections, with almost 1,000 few-
er cases reported in August than 
in July. 

Overall, Brazoria County 
added 2,811 cases in August 
compared to 3,831 cases in July.

Of the 8,470 cases of CO-
VID-19 reported in Brazoria 
County since mid-March, 3,070 
remain active.

The county health department 
also shows that 5,305 cases are 
listed as recovered and 27 cases 
are still considered probable. 

Probable cases are defined as 
ones in which a patient has yet 
to be confirmed as having COV-
ID-19, but exhibits symptoms of 
the virus and is linked to others 
who have tested positive.

Over the course of August, 
county health officials also re-
ported 111 recoveries. 

Beginning Aug. 20, Brazoria 
County's daily recovery count 
started trending substantially 
upward, with some days seeing 
triple digit recoveries. 

The spike in recoveries came 
about because of a change in the 
reporting procedures. 

The CDC mandated that cases 
are now declared “recovered” if:

 A case is at least 10 days past 
onset of symptoms and has no 
fever for 24 hours, and improve-
ment of other symptoms. A case 
is at least 28 days past collection 
of the first positive lab, and they 
are not hospitalized.

Alvin ISD reports two staff members tested positive for COVID-19, will close classrooms for two weeks
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The federal government an-
nounced a nationwide eviction 
moratorium on Sept. 2 that is 
designed to protect renters from 
losing their homes until the end 
of the year.

The new order was issued by 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and declares 
COVID-19 a “historic threat to 
public health” and that eviction 
moratoriums can facilitate quar-

antining.
To stop evictions, health of-

ficials are relying on the 1944 
Public Health Service Act, 
which gives the administration 
broad quarantine powers. 

The moratorium, which will 
run through Dec. 31, applies to 
individuals earning less than 
$99,000 a year, or couples mak-
ing less than $198,000 if filing a 
joint return, and who are unable 
to make rent or housing pay-
ments. 

Tenants will have to provide 

declarations to their landlords 
stating that they meet all the 
requirements in the order, in-
cluding that they fall within the 
income limit and that they tried 
to get any available government 
assistance for rent or housing. 

They will also have to state 
that they have been unable to 
pay rent due to loss of income, 
work or health expenses, and 
that they might be at risk of 
homelessness or doubling up if 
they are evicted.

Finally, renters will have to 

state that they are using their 
“best efforts” to pay rent on 
time. Tenants can face criminal 
charges for false statements in 
their documents.

Evictions for reasons other 
than nonpayment of rent will be 
allowed. The government says 
it will impose criminal penal-
ties on landlords who violate the 
ban.

What distinguishes the new 
declaration from previous evic-
tion bans is that the CDC order 
reaches much further.

A prior moratorium that Con-
gress adopted only covered ten-
ants in certain federally backed 
properties. Less than half of 
renters were covered by the pri-
or protection.

Data from The Eviction Lab, 
a research center based at Princ-
eton University, show that evic-
tions have increased in cities 
like Houston and Fort Worth 
since local and national morato-
riums ended.

According to a survey from 
the U.S. Census Bureau, 39 per-

cent of renters in Texas weren’t 
certain they could pay their rent 
in August.

Because the new ban doesn't 
offer any way for landlords to 
recoup unpaid rent it is being 
met with a mixed response. 

Both housing advocates and 
landlord organizations say that 
without a dedicated funding 
source, be that rental assistance 
or expanded unemployment, all 
the eviction moratorium does 
is kick the can farther down the 
road. 

CDC issues new eviction moratorium, uses health laws to maintain quarantine

ACC holding 
resume' fair 

November Fest
going forward

Alvin Community College is 
holding a monthly virtual re-
sume' writing workshop for stu-
dents. 

The one hour workshop will 
be held from 1-2 p.m. on the 
second of each month  — with 
the next one being held on Oct. 
2.

The workshop will go over 
the six sections of a resume —
heading, objective, education, 
work experience, special skills, 
and references — and help job 
seekers utilize each section to 
market themselves to prospec-
tive employers. 

Additional tutoring will be of-
fered to help participants under-
stand how to focus on experi-
ences and personality traits that 
are best suited for the jobs they 
are seeking. 

Job seekers will also learn 
about the do's and don'ts of re-
sume writing and whether or not  
the word "I" is acceptable on a 
resume and if they really have to 
be just one page. 

The Alvin Rotary Club is plan-
ning on holding November Fest 
this year.

The event is scheduled for 
Nov. 14, with a pancake break-
fast starting at 8 a.m. The Rotar-
ians plan to hold the festival in 
National Oak Park, 118 S. Mag-
nolia St., in Alvin. 

If it goes forward, November 
Fest would be the first large scale 
gathering to happen in Alvin 
since the Turtle Race in Febru-
ary. 

This year's major summer 
events, Frontier Days and the 
Alvin Music Festival, were can-
celed because of COVID-19.

Should it go forward, Novem-
ber Fest will feature a variety of 
crowd pleasing events including: 
a car show, arts and crafts fair, 
live music. 

Entrants in the car show are 
eligible to compete for six tro-
phies. 

Last year the event brought 
approximately 2,500 attendants 
and more than 100 exhibitors.

A new study by researchers 
from The University of Texas 
Medical Branch at Galveston 
suggests that people with sub-
stance use disorders may be 
particularly vulnerable to the 
adverse respiratory effects of 
COVID-19, especially those 
using drugs that impair the car-
diovascular and respiratory sys-
tems. 

As COVID-19 continues to 
spread worldwide, health care 
systems are working to identify 
patients at high risk of becoming 
infected with and suffering from 
complications of the disease. 
People with substance use disor-
der are likely to be at a higher 
risk of contracting COVID-19 
because of their higher rates 
of homelessness, overcrowded 
living conditions, incarceration 
and poor access to health care. 

Also, given the virus’s impact 
on the respiratory, cardiovascu-
lar and immune systems, people 
with substance use disorders are 
more prone to becoming infect-
ed. 

The body's immune system 
can be compromised by a va-
riety of substances including: 
opioids, benzodiazapines, meth-
amphetamines, alcohol, tobacco 
and other substances of abuse. A 

compromised immune system 
can make it easier for a person 
to become seriously ill and ex-
periencing COVID-19 compli-
cations.

Complications from COV-
ID-19 include: acute respiratory 
distress syndrome, kidney fail-
ure and death.

The research team examined 
the impact of substance use dis-
orders on the risks of hospital-
ization, complications and death 
in 54,529 adult patients diag-
nosed with COVID-19 between 
February 20, 2020 and June 30, 
2020. 

The data were obtained from 
the TriNetX Research Network 
platform, a global federated 
network of electronic medical 
record data from 35 health care 
organizations designed to fa-
cilitate research related to CO-
VID-19.

The data analysis revealed 
that after matching on demo-
graphic characteristics, diabe-
tes and obesity, substance use 
disorder was associated with 
increased hospitalization, venti-
lator use and mortality. 

The observed risks may be 
driven, at least in part, by drug-
related respiratory and cardio-
vascular diseases.

UTMB scientists are working 
to develop a vaccine that works 
on COVID and addictions. 

“Understanding the impact of 
substance use disorders on CO-
VID-19 is important to experts 
as they develop approaches to 
this epidemic,” said Jacques 
Baillargeon, the study's senior 
author and a UTMB professor 
in the department of preventive 
medicine and population health. 

“Continued research on this 
important topic will inform 
health care providers, health 
system leaders and policy mak-
ers on delivery of care for the 
growing number of Americans 
living with substance use disor-
ders who are at high risk for CO-
VID-19 and other infections.”

This new study is only the tip 
of the iceberg when it comes 
to UTMB's research on COV-
ID-19. 

The school has "unusually 
strong expertise in coronavirus-
es," according to its website.

Three of the school's scientists 
specialize in coronaviruses.

One of the school's projects is 
the development of COVID-19 
vaccine candidates using a wide 
variety of approaches including 
a new, rapid “plug-and-play” 
platform. 

New study finds that substance abuse may make it 
easier for people to get a Coronavirus infection

Charlie Brown essay contest accepting submissions
The Charlie Brown Initiative’s 

annual Charlie Brown Youth Es-
say Competition will accept en-
tries from Sunday, September 6 
through Oct. 25.

Despite the name, the essay 
contest is not related to Charles 
Schulz's iconic comic character. 

Instead, area students are 
asked to reflect on the life of  
Brazoria County native Charlie 
Brown. 

Brown, a former slave, be-
came the largest landowner in 
Brazoria County and the richest 
black person in Texas prior to 
his death in 1920.

Brown was born in Virginia 
in the 1820s. His owner brought 
him to Brazoria County after 
the beginning of the Civil War, 
and he gained his freedom a few 
years after from the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation.

By all accounts, Brown was 
illiterate but very intelligent. 
However, some of his contem-
poraries questioned Brown's 
intelligence when he purchased 
his first plot of land.

He bought a 900-acre piece 
of land covered with cedar trees 
that most people thought was 
worthless. 

Where others saw obstacles, 
Brown saw opportunity. He 
harvested the trees and sent the 
wood down the Brazos to be 

made into furniture. 
The profits from the sale of 

the timber served as the basis of 
Brown's fortune. 

A fortune that came to include 
a saw mill, grist mill and sugar 
mill. 

Brown's life — which in-
volved him buying the plan-
tation that was owned by his 
wife's former slave master — is 
filled with moments that echo 
across the ages.

The contest, which is open to 
any Brazoria County student in 
6-9 grade, asks students to ex-
amine Brown's impact on Bra-
zoria County and the State of 
Texas. 

The objective of the contest 
is to increase literary aware-
ness, promote public speaking, 
researching and writing skills 
among Brazoria County youth 
while commemorating Brown’s 
life.

“In the midst of COVID-19 
and the challenges facing our 
communities, education remains 
a cornerstone. We are excited 
for another year of well written 
essays,” said Larry Thomas, ex-
ecutive director and founder of 
the Charlie Brown Initiative. 

“Students will continue to 
submit their essays electroni-
cally. We are also once again 
happy to have the support of the 

local library branches as we all 
commonly share the interest in 
student academic success.”

The Charlie Brown Initiative 
is the first and only youth essay 
competition in Texas dedicated 
to Brown’s legacy. 

In 2016, Thomas worked with 
the city of West Columbia to un-
veil an official Texas Historical 
Marker honoring Brown and his 
philanthropy and humanitarian 
efforts.

Prize money will be awarded 
to the top three places in Junior 
and Senior divisions. 

In the junior division, first 
place is worth $60, second place 
takes home $40 and third place 
collects $25.

In the senior division, first 
place gets a cool $120, second 
place picks up $75 and third 
place gets $50.

An Outstanding Historical 
Research Award will also be 
given. There is no entry fee for 
student submissions.

The Charlie Brown Initiative 
recognized its 2019 essay win-
ners at a presentation in Novem-
ber 2019 at the Brazoria Heri-
tage Foundation Conference 
Room in Brazoria.

For official guidelines, fol-
low your local library branch on 
Facebook or email wisdomword 
publishing@yahoo.com.

Manvel Police Department welcomes new masked faces to the force

Officer Ryan Wuollet (left) received his Oath of Office from Manvel Police Chief Keith Taylor (right) on Aug. 24. Wuollet was one of 
two new officers to join the Manvel PD in recent weeks, the other  Officer Jerry Alvarez (not pictured) has been on the job since July.


