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Voters in Texas could 
permanently ban the individual 
income tax if a measure to 
change the state constitution 
becomes law. 

The state Senate approved the 

proposed constitutional measure 
Monday, much to the delight of 
Sen. Pat Fallon, the bill’s 
sponsor. Fallon said Texas not 
having an income tax is one of 
the key drivers of the state’s 
roaring economy.

"Every day more people move 
to Texas seeking an opportunity 

to make their lives better for 
themselves and their families," 
he said.  "A big part of that is 
they know that a larger portion 
of what they earn will be kept in 
their pockets and not go to the 
government because Texas has a 
climate that is business-friendly, 
low-tax, high-prosperity, and we 

have reasonable regulation."
Prosper called his proposal 

the "Bullock Amendment," 
named for the late Lt. Governor 
Bob Bullock, who pushed for 
the amendment in the early 90s. 
It requires that any personal 
income tax proposal be first 
approved by a majority of Texas 

voters.  
As things are today, that’s 

highly unlikely, Fallon said. 
Recent polls show that more 

than 70 percent of Texans 
oppose an income tax. But 
without a constitutional 
amendment, there is a way it 
could still become law. Any 

statute can pass the Legislature 
with a simple majority, meaning 
that 51 percent of lawmakers 
could hypothetically put the 
question of creating an income 
tax before voters. It takes a 2/3 
majority of the Legislature to 

Proposal to ban individual income tax approved by Senate

Making history at Alvin Junior High

For decades, Alvin Junior High has been a mainstay in the city, but Tuesday night theater arts students at the school did something that 
has never been done before — they put on their own musical performance. Angelica Hernandez directed the play, saying the students 
have been working for more than three months to get ready. She said the school has performed musicals in the past while partnering 
with other schools, but Tuesday's performance of Shrek Jr., the Musical is the first time it's been done solo at Alvin Junior High. Above, 
Jeneveve Hernandez, left, playing Donkey and Quentin Ackley, playing Shrek, perform their roles. Below, Ackley with, from left, Tatum 
Peters as the Ugly Duckling, Tori Peters at Pinocchio and Emilie Jones as Peter Pan.                               (Photos by David Rupkalvis)
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Alvin Missionary Baptist Church 
celebrated its 60th anniversary 
Sunday by welcoming the award-
winning gospel trio Greater Vision. 
Hundreds of people from Alvin 
Missionary Baptist, surrounding 
churches and other parts of Texas 
gathered to see the well-known 
group, who traveled from Plano the 
same morning after an event at 
Prestonwood Baptist Church in 
Prosper the previous night. 

Members of several churches 
from the surrounding area, 
including Bay Area Baptist Church, 
Townwood Baptist Church in 
Houston, Danbury Baptist Church 
and Friendswood First Baptist 

Church, traveled in groups to join 
Alvin Missionary Baptist’s 
celebration.

Gary Lykins and his wife, 
Sharon, drove from Austin to see 
Greater Vision on Sunday, after 
having driven five hours to Prosper 
to see them the night before. He 
said he and his wife have seen 
Greater Vision “probably at least 
about 10 or 15” times.

“We see them at least about once 
a year, sometimes two or three 
times,” Lykins said.

“We love Gerald because of the 
traditional style that he does,” 
Lykins said, referring to the group’s 
owner and pianist, Gerald Wolfe. 
“We love the hymn sing and we 
love — we just love their music in 
general.”

Alvin Missionary Baptist Church celebrates 60th anniversary

Alvin Missionary Baptist Church concluded its 60th anniversary celebrations Sunday with a performance by the gospel trio 
Greater Vision.  Pictured, from left, Greater Vision group members Gerald Wolfe, Jon Epley, Rodney Griffin and Chris Allman.

 (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

See SENATE, page 2

Incoming City Councilman Martin Vela was sworn in May 16 by 
Municipal Judge Deanie King.                (Photo by Joshua Truksa)

Vela, Castro, Starkey 
take council seats

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

Two incumbents and one new 
city councilman were sworn in 
before the start of the city 
council meeting May 16. 

Joel Castro started his first full 
term as the youngest elected 
official in Texas, after previously 
being elected to serve the 
remainder of an unexpired term 

following the resignation of 
former city councilman Chris 
Sanger.

Glenn Starkey was sworn in 
for a second term after running 
unopposed in the election.

Brazoria County Fire Marshal 
Martin Vela was sworn in as the 
newest member of the Alvin 
City Council, taking outgoing 
member Scott Reed’s seat 
representing District A.

City Councilman Joel Castro, who retained his title of the youngest 
elected official in Texas with the results of the May 4 election, was 
sworn in by Municipal Judge Deanie King May 16 to begin his 
first full term in office. Below, City Councilman Glenn Starkey was 
sworn in for his third term in office after his re-election to a second 
term May 4.                                             (Photo by Joshua Truksa)


