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Brazoria County Judge Matt 
Sebesta is allowing local bars 
to reopen at 50 percent capacity 
starting on Wednesday, Oct. 14. 

Sebesta made the decision on 
Friday, Oct. 9, after consultation 
with various county officials 
including the district attorney, 
sheriff and health department.

Sebesta's decision came just 
days after Gov. Greg Abbott 
announced that the decision on 

whether or not bars can open 
would be left to county leaders 
across Texas. 

The deferral to local govern-
ment came amidst an ongoing 
political fight about Abbott's 
usage of his office's emergency 
powers. 

A fight that has resulted in 
lawsuits from both Republicans 
and Democrats. 

Although some local control 
advocates may see Abbott's de-
cision to leave bar openings to 
county leadership in a positive 

light, trade groups are calling it 
another example of kicking the 
can down the road. 

“Abbott has forced 254 other 
people to make this decision for 
him with no guideposts as to 
how to make that decision. He’s 
officially passed the buck,” the 
Texas Bar and Nightclub Alli-
ance said in a statement. 

Abbott's protocols state that, 
effective Oct. 14, bars in coun-
ties that opt in will be able to 
resume in-person service at 50 
percent capacity.

 However, all customers must 
be seated while eating or drink-
ing. 

There will be no outdoor ca-
pacity limits on bars or similar 
establishments, according to the 
governor's office.

The latest orders allow busi-
nesses that are currently limited 
to 50 percent capacity to expand 
to 75 percent capacity.

Although many establish-
ments that serve alcohol have 
been open for months, Abbott 
had staunchly refused to allow 

businesses that made 51 percent 
or more of their revenue from al-
cohol sales to reopen.

State law was recently modi-
fied to allow some bars with 
kitchens to get expedited food 
service permits — which did al-
low some bars to reopen. 

Bars were allowed to reopen 
in May, but Abbott ordered them 
shuttered after a post-Memorial 
Day spike in COVID-19 cases. 

It remains to be seen if bars 
can remain open if there is an-
other increase cases.

Sebesta allowing Brazoria County bars to reopen this Wednesday

Kaitlin Ross
Special to the Sun
 

Ron Carter Autoland was pur-
chased by ZT Motors, the auto-
motive portfolio arm of Hous-
ton-based private equity firm ZT 
Corporate.

The purchase was announced 
on Oct. 6.  

The transaction is a crucial 

deal for ZT Motors as it marks 
its first location in Texas with 
three adjacent dealerships and 
expands the company’s rooftop 
footprint from five to eight. 

The location will feature new 
and used vehicle brands includ-
ing Chevrolet, Buick, GMC, 
Ford, Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge and 
Ram.

“To say we’re excited to de-

liver the ZT Motors experience 
to our hometown of Houston 
would be an understatement,” 
said Taseer Badar, Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
ZT Corporate. 

“Our team has evaluated deal-
erships in the area for many 
years, and we’re confident that 
a highly respected and reputable 
brand like Ron Carter Autoland 

is the right opportunity to fuel 
our growth strategy. We look 
forward to continued opera-
tional excellence and bringing 
our customer-first model to the 
Houston area.”

Over the last five years, ZT 
Motors has diligently built a 
portfolio that includes Mer-
cedes-Benz, BMW, Toyota 
and Mazda dealerships in Fort 

Walton Beach, Florida, and a 
Chevrolet dealership in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  

The company’s dual focus on 
quality service and operational 
efficiency has expanded topline 
revenue and bottom-line profits.  

As a minority-owned dealer-

Ron Carter Autoland bought by Houston-based private equity firm
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Residents of Southern Brazo-
ria County can drink their water 
without having to boil it. 

The Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality's test re-
sults showed that Lake Jackson 
was able to get the amount of 
free chlorine in its water supply 
high enough to rescind the city's 
boil water notice.

The TCEQ made the an-
nouncement at 7 p.m. on Tues-
day, Oct. 6. The notice had been 
in effect since Sept. 26 after ini-
tial genetic material for Naegle-
ria fowleri, a rare brain-eating 
amoeba, was discovered in Lake 
Jackson's water supply.

The removal of the boil water 

notice doesn't end the threat of 
the amoebas, TCEQ still urges 
residents not to get water up 
their noses. The agency also en-

courages to avoid putting their 
heads under water and not to al-
low children to play with things 
like Slip-n-Slides or hoses.

TCEQ's decision to relax the 
boil water notice comes as a bit 
of a surprise to some observers. 
As recently as Oct. 3, the agen-
cy was indicating that the city 
could remain in Stage 4 Water 
Conservation until December. 

In order for the city to effec-
tively kill all Naegleria fowleri 
throughout the water supply, the 
city needs 0.5 parts per million 
of chloramine. 

When the TCEQ tested Lake 
Jackson's water supply on Sept. 
26, the agency found that 14 of 
54 samples taken throughout the 
city were below the minimum 
threshold. Some samples only 

had 0.16 parts per million of 
chlorine. 

For Lake Jackson to relax its 
boil water notice the city had to 
gets chlorine content up to 0.2 
parts per million. 

Testing performed Oct. 4 and 
Oct. 5 showed water samples 
with free chlorine levels higher 
than 1.0 parts per million.

The city will now have to 
maintain a free chlorine level of 
1.0 for 60 days to ensure that all 
of the amoeba's genetic material 
is out of the system.  

The 60-day timeline start-
ed Tuesday evening, accord-
ing to an announcement from 
Lake Jackson's City Manager 
Modesto Mundo.

Lake Jackson is contracting 
with an outside engineering firm 

to help keep its chlorine levels 
above the required 1.0 parts per 
million for the 60 day window. 

Naegleria fowleri claimed the 
life of Lake Jackson resident Jo-
siah McIntyre, 6, on Sept. 8. 

McIntyre was likely infected 
at either the Lake Jackson Civic 
Center splash pad or through a 
garden hose at his house.

Tests conducted by the CDC 
found that low chlorination at 
the city splash pad had created a 
near-perfect breeding ground for 
the amoeba.

Naegleria fowleri infects peo-
ple when water containing the 
ameba enters the body through 
the nose, according to the CDC. 

Naegleria fowleri

State lifts boil water notice for Southern Brazoria County
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Early voting starts Tuesday

Brazoria County voters will be able to cast their ballots starting 
on Oct. 13, as seen here in this undated file photo.

(Avlin Advertiser/FILE)

Absentee ballot
requests are up

County opening
35 polling places

By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

More than 12,000 Brazoria 
County residents have request-
ed absentee ballots for this elec-
tion.

This year's requests represent 
a more than 50 percent increase 
from the average total of be-
tween 7,000 and 8,000 absen-
tee ballots, according to Susan 
Cunningham, the county’s lead 
election clerk.

So far, more than 4,000 ab-
sentee ballots have been re-
turned. 

  Voters have until 5 p.m. Oct. 
23 to request absentee ballots. 
Applications must be sent to: 
Joyce Hudman, County Clerk 
at 111 E. Locust Ste 200, Angle-
ton, Tx 77515.

Ballots must be postmarked 
for delivery no later than Nov. 3.

By Alex Wukman
awukman@alvinsun.net

In 2012 Brazoria County's 
had an estimated population of 
324,224 people, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau.

In 2020 Brazoria County 
has an estimated population of 
374,266 people, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau. 

In 2012 Brazoria County had 
more than 60 polling locations 
for the November Election. 

In 2020 Brazoria County will 
have 35 polling locations for the 
November Election.

Brazoria County's elimination 
of polling locations can't be at-
tributed to a decrease in voter 
participation. 

In 2012, about 59 percent of 
Brazoria County's eligible vot-
ers cast a ballot in the presiden-

See ABSENTEE, Page 10
See VOTING, Page 10


