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Area Third graders celebrate 
launch of literacy program

More than 350 third-grade 
students representing 391 
schools from 11 school districts 
across the Houston area (Al-
dine ISD, Alief ISD, Alvin ISD, 
Channelview ISD, Cleveland 
ISD, Crosby ISD, Cy-Fair ISD, 
Houston ISD, Pasadena ISD, 
Spring ISD, Stafford MSD) cel-
ebrated the launch of the Read to 
the Final Four program during a 
ceremony on Thursday, Sept. 
8 at the Barbara Bush Literacy 
Plaza within the Houston Pub-
lic Library. Twenty-one of those 
were 3rd grade students from 18 
Alvin ISD elementary schools.

The annual literacy initia-
tive is led by the 2023 NCAA® 
Men’s Final Four and Houston 
Local Organizing Committee 
(HLOC). 

To engage Houston area 

youth and leave a lasting, posi-
tive impact on students, the 
NCAA and HLOC teamed up 
to promote and inspire reading 
growth for third graders through 
a year-long, citywide reading 
initiative. The program centers 
around a tournament-style read-
ing competition for thousands of 
Houston third graders. 

The Read to the Final Four's 
purpose is to promote and in-
spire reading for third grad-
ers through a fun and engag-
ing bracket-style competition. 
Schools compete as third-grade 
teams and earn points based on 
a formula that calculates the av-
erage minutes read per school. 
Top schools in each district 
advance throughout the rounds 
winning prizes and having fun 
along the way. 

The program kicks off in No-
vember with a five-week reading 
season. In January, 2023, there 
will be a school bracket seeding 
which will be composed of top 
64 schools. In March, 2023, the 
top readers will be recognized 
during Men’s Final Four week 
and on March 31, 2023, the win-
ning schools will be announced 
at the Reese’s Final Four Friday 
event with a cash prize given to 
the school with the most partici-
pation and minutes logged!

“We are excited to see how our 
third-grade students compete,” 
shared Carol Nelson, Alvin ISD 
Superintendent. “We have some 
competitive students and the 
ones who attended the pep rally 
were excited to go back to their 
campuses and pump up the rest 
of their third-grade classmates.” 

Alvin ISD students along with administrators were excited to be a part of the Read to the Final Four 
Pep Rally.

New bivalent COVID vaccine 
booster is a major milestone

A new COVID booster—de-
signed to protect against the 
now-dominant BA.4/BA.5 
strains will soon be available at 
the University of Texas Medi-
cal Branch. The FDA recently 
authorized and the CDC rec-
ommended updated COVID-19 
shots for all Americans ages 12 
and above with these new for-
mulations from Pfizer and Mod-
erna. These are the first vaccines 
to match currently circulating 
strains of the virus.

Newly authorized vaccine 
boosters—called “bivalent” be-
cause they contain sequences 
from both the original SARS-
CoV-2 virus and the Omicron 
BA.4/BA.5 variant—proved 
more effective in studies at 
producing antibodies to com-
bat COVID than the original 
formulations targeting only the 
original virus. While we cannot 
precisely forecast effectiveness 
in any individual, we expect that 
the new mRNA bivalent vac-
cines will offer better protection 
against these strains than previ-
ous options. 

 Who qualifies for the bivalent 
vaccine booster dose?

•The Pfizer BA.4/BA.5 biva-
lent booster is recommended for 
anyone age 12 years or older. 

•The Moderna BA.4/BA.5 bi-
valent booster is recommended 
for anyone age 18 years or older.

•The bivalent booster dose 
should be administered at least 
two months after completion of 
the primary series or after an in-
dividual’s most recent booster 

dose.
•If possible, individuals should 

use vaccine from the same man-
ufacturer for their primary series 
and BA.4/BA.5 booster. Howev-
er, this is not a requirement.

•Each of the new bivalent 
vaccines can be used as booster 
for those who received a non-
mRNA vaccine, such as Janssen/
Johnson & Johnson, Novovax 
or vaccines approved in other 
countries.

•The original Pfizer and Mod-
erna vaccine formulations no 
longer can be used as boost-
ers for people age 12 and older. 
They will continue to be used 
to initiate the vaccination series 
in those who have not yet been 
vaccinated against COVID. The 
Pfizer product can also continue 
to be used as a booster for chil-
dren ages 5 to 11. 

•If you have a known, current 
COVID infection, you should 
wait to get any COVID vaccine, 
including boosters, until any 
symptoms have resolved and 
isolation is no longer required. 
However, you will likely get a 
better immune response if you 
wait to get any COVID vaccine 
(primary series or booster) for 
three months from the date your 
symptoms started or the date you 
tested positive.

 Scheduling a bivalent vaccine 
booster dose:

All UTMB faculty, staff and 
students, as well as our patients 
who qualify for the bivalent 
booster dose, are encouraged to 
get the new booster. 

Those who are not yet fully 
immunized should consider ini-
tiating or completing the COV-
ID vaccine series with the origi-
nal Pfizer, Moderna or Novavax 
vaccines.

•At this time, UTMB will have 
the Pfizer bivalent booster avail-
able at select clinic locations.

•The booster dose can be 
scheduled through MyChart or 
through the UTMB COVID vac-
cine website.

•It can also be given at the 
time of a scheduled visit if the 
clinic has the booster in stock. 

•If you do not live or work in 
UTMB’s clinical service area, 
contact your local provider or 
pharmacies in your area for more 
information on availability.

 UTMB has not yet received 
the Moderna bivalent booster. 
Updates will be provided when 
the Moderna shipment arrives.

 An at-a-glance summary of 
the COVID vaccine schedule for 
most people age 6 months and 
older is available. 

Please note that the booster 
dose can be given at the same 
time as any other vaccine, such 
as the influenza vaccine.

Regarding vaccine safety, 
more than 600 million doses of 
Pfizer and Moderna mRNA vac-
cines have been administered 
in the United States alone, with 
billions more given globally. 
Through robust safety monitor-
ing systems, we now have an 
extensive body of safety data as 
good as or better than what we 
have had for any prior vaccine. 

Boy Scout troop hold flag 
burning ceremonies

Boy Scout Troop 400 held a ceremony last week to burn old and tattered American flags. Citizens 
donated the hundreds of flags throughout the year. After the flags were cut apart in the proper man-
ner, the Scouts put them into barrels and burned them. After placing a white strip in the fire, this 
Scout saluted it. (Photo by Kathleen Holton)

On Sept. 11, the 21st anniversary of planes hitting the twin towers in New York, members of Boy 
Scout troop 400 honored those who had lost their lives that day. As part of the flag burning ceremo-
ny they held, the Scouts cut old, tattered flags into strips, and cut off the blue background with stars 
on it and burn them. Jerome Naranjo is the Scoutmaster of Troop 400. (Photo by Kathleen Holton)

Members of Alvin's Boy Scout Troop 400 salute the American flag as part of the annual Sept. 11 
flag burning ceremony. Members of the military, retired and active, as well as first responders were 
also honored.  Troop Activity Chairman Jimmy Smith stands behind the Scouts. (Photo by Kathleen 
Holton)

Iowa Colony in area volleyball action, see Sports, page 6


