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Troy Nehls is going to Wash-
ington. Nehls, the current Re-
publican sheriff of Fort Bend 
County, beat Democrat Sri Pres-
ton Kulkarni on Nov. 3. 

Nehls will replace retiring 
Rep. Pete Olson, R-Pearland, as 
the representative of Texas 22nd 
Congressional District. 

The 22nd district encompass-
es Northern Brazoria County 
— including Alvin, Manvel and 
Pearland — as well as most of 
neighboring Fort Bend County. 

Olson announced his retire-
ment in 2019.

Nehls picked up 44,029 votes, 
or 50.53 percent, of Brazo-
ria County's votes on Tuesday 

night — which, combined with 
the 157,828 votes he received in 
Fort Bend County, was enough 
to send him to Congress. 

Kulkarni won 38,657 votes in 
Brazoria County and 140,178 
votes in Fort Bend County. 

Libertarian candidate Joseph 
LeBlanc garnered 4,455 votes 
in Brazoria County and 12,396 
votes in Fort Bend County. 

Because of the two counties' 
population difference Fort Bend 
County is home to more than 
800,000 people while Brazoria 
County has just shy of 375,000 
residents, there was never any 
real doubt that the race for Dis-
trict 22 would be decided in 
communities like Katy, Stafford 
and Sugarland.  

Because there was no incum-

bent running in District 22, this 
year's Republican primary drew 
a large crowd of candidates. 

Although the field included 
party mega-donor Kathaleen 
Wall, who spent $8 million at-
tacking Nehls, and brand name 
candidate Pierce Bush — grand-
son of the late president and 
nephew of the former president 
— Nehls was able to claim his 
spot on the ticket. 

Despite having served as the 
sheriff of Texas' 10th most pop-
ulated county since 2013, Nehls 
ran an underdog campaign in a 
bruising primary.    

During both the primary and 
general election, Nehls was at-
tacked for failing to disclose 
an 1988 citation for underage 
drinking on a job application 

when he applied with the Fort 
Bend ISD Police Department in 
1998.

Nehls received the citation 
when he was 20 years-old.  

The sheriff was also castigated 
for being fired by the Richmond 
Police Department over “repeat-
ed violations” of department 
policies and “continuing disre-
gard for orders” from supervi-
sors. The violations included 
improperly handling evidence, 
destroying evidence and work-
ing another job “without prior 
approval.” 

Because Democrats saw the 
22nd Congressional District as 
one of their best opportunities 
in Texas to flip a district, and 
Republicans recognized that a 
rapidly changing electorate had 

whittled down their once rock-
solid majority, the race drew in-
tense national focus. 

Throughout the summer, 
Houston was blanketed with ads 
from various PACs, Super PACs 
and other political organizations 
that attacked both Nehls and 
Kulkarni for their past transgres-
sions. 

One ad from the Congressio-
nal Leadership Fund attacked 
Kulkarni for attending the Burn-
ing Man festival in Nevada — or 
a “notorious desert drug party,” 
as the ad called it. 

Kulkarni, a former state de-
partment diplomat, was also at-
tacked for a 1997 arrest for pos-
session of less than one gram of 
cocaine. At the time of the arrest 
Kulkarni was 18 years-old.   

Nehls was also attacked for 
his record as sheriff,  with ads 
from the House Majority PAC 
and the Democratic Congres-
sional Campaign Committee 
accusing the Fort Bend County 
Sheriff's Office of “targeting La-
tinos.”

The ad was based on a miscon-
trued report Houston Chronicle 
report on the Fort Bend County 
Narcotics Task Force.

Some members of the task 
force, which is overseen by the 
Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, were found to have over-
whelmingly pulled over Hispan-
ic and Black drivers.

However, in 2019 fewer than 
16 percent of traffic stops made 
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Texas Sen. Taylor and Rep. Thompson win reelection
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State Sen. Larry Taylor and 
state Rep. Ed Thompson will 
continue to represent Northern 
Brazoria County. 

Taylor (R-League City) se-
cured 55.35 percent of the vote, 
61,880 ballots, to defeat Demo-
cratic challenger Susan Criss 
who picked up 42.19 percent of 
the votes and Libertarian Jared 
Wissel, who received 2.47 per-
cent of the vote. 

Thompson's margin of victory 
was even larger. The Pearland 
Republican claimed 56. 73 per-
cent of the vote, 54, 241 ballots, 

against Democrat Travis Boldt's 
43.28 percent. 

While both Taylor and 
Thompson's races were con-
sidered "safe" by analysts, the 
higher than normal turnout did 
raise some eyebrows — par-
ticularly since Texas Democrats 
had hopes of flipping the Texas 
House.

As the election wore on, it be-
came unclear exactly how many 
seats the two parties will hold 
when the Legislature convenes 
in January, but it appears the 
tally will be similar to the 83-67 
split the parties had during the 
2019 session. 

Going into the election, Dem-

ocrats were energized after flip-
ping a dozen seats in 2018.

The party needed just nine 
seats to gain a majority in the 
lower chamber, which would 
have given them control of the 
upcoming Congressional redis-
tricting process. 

Across the state, Democrats 
pointed to narrow losses as sym-
bolic victories — signs that the 
state will one day change in their 
favor.

However, many Republicans 
found Democrats' claims to be 
an example of putting the cart 
before the horse. 

Before the election, Gov. Greg 
Abbott said that Democrats' 

"dreams will be crushed again."
Abbott's top political strat-

egist, Dave Carney, said that 
Democrats needed to put in the 
work of campaigning before 
they "started gloating."

Carney contrasted the Repub-
licans' door knocking, retail pol-
itics with the Democrats' habit 
of "bragging about what’s gonna 
happen in the future and being 
embarrassed.”

While many Texas Demo-
crats predicted that the party 
would flip the state's House of 
Representatives, some overea-
ger Democrats went so far as 
to declare their candidacy for 
speaker before all the votes were 

counted.  
Democrats' dream of a "blue 

wave" sweeping Texas led 
to tens of millions in outside 
spending, including $15 million 
in Joe Biden TV ads paid for by 
former New York mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg.

Sen. John Cornyn dismissed 
the millions Democrats spent in 
Texas as a sign of freewheeling, 
big spending party. 

Democrats "had more money 
than they knew what to do with, 
so they ended up investing in a 
long shot in places like Texas," 
Cornyn said. 

Some analysts believe that 
COVID-19 may have played a 

larger role in the Democrats' un-
derwhelming performance than 
was initially anticipated. 

However, this year saw record 
turnout across the state with 
more votes cast during Early 
Voting than were cast in the en-
tire 2016 election. 

Some Democrats have already 
shifted into playing the blame 
game, with fingers pointing at 
everyone from national political 
figures for backing the wrong 
candidates to Texas Democratic 
Party leaders for focusing on 
"the wrong voters." 

Other Democrats believe that 

Alvin ISD celebrates area diversity County races
won by GOP
Staff Reports

Republicans had a strong 
showing across Brazoria Coun-
ty this year. In every contested, 
county wide race Republicans 
triumphed. 

Sarah Linder won the race for 
Justice of the Peace Precinct 4, 
Place 1. Linder will be the posi-
tion's first new judge in 24 years. 

Linder received 24,819 votes, 
or 52.79 percent, against edu-
cational diagnostician F.J. Jones 
who received 22,192 votes, or 
47.21 percent of the vote. 

Precinct 4 encompasses rough-
ly the western half of Brazoria 
County — stretching from West 
Pearland south to Jones Creek. 

The precinct includes Rosha-
ron, Damon, Holiday Lakes, 
West Columbia, Brazoria and 
Sweeny. 

Republican James Brawner 
stitched up a tidy victory in his 
race to stay Precinct 4 Constable. 

Brawner received 24,658 
votes, or 52.57 percent, against 
Democratic candidate David 
Keith Rougeau, who received 
22,243 votes, or 47.43 percent.

The race for Brazoria County 
Tax Assessor-Collector also 
went to Republicans with Kristin 
Bulanek claiming 62.16 percent 
of the vote, 92,163 ballots, and 
defeating Democratic nomi-
nee Andrew Bell, who received 
37.84 percent of the vote, 56,102 
ballots.

Courtney Gilbert will be the 
new judge in Brazoria County 
Court at Law No. 1. Gilbert, a 
first time candidate, received 
62.23 percent of the vote, 92,089 
ballots. 

Democratic nominee Terence 
Norman received 37.77 percent 
of the vote, 55,887 ballots.  

Gilbert will be completing the 
term of former Brazoria County 
Judge Greg Hill. 

Hill  abruptly resigned his 
judgeship after  two years on the 
bench to launch an ill-fated bid 
for Congress.   

Alvin approves
civil service law
Staff Reports

Because of COVID-19, this 
year's city council and school 
board elections were moved 
from the traditional May Elec-
tion Day to November. 

Although there weren't any 
Alvin City Council races on the 
ballot this year, voters did go to 
the polls to decide about a new 
civil service law for Alvin Police 
Officers. The law was approved 
with 77.19 percent in favor and 
22.59 percent against. 

Alvin ISD voters cast ballots 
in for position six and seven 
trustees. Earl Humbird was un-
opposed for position six trustee. 

In the contested position seven 
race, Vivian Scheibel received 
22,463, or 62.53 percent of vote 
to beat Floyd Hodges, Jr. who 
received 13,462 votes, or 37.47 
percent. 

In the race for Manvel City 
Council Place 3 Niccole Tyson 
beat Edward B. Perry.

Tyson received 3,559 votes, or 
60.09 percent of the electorate. 
Perry received 2,364 votes, or 
39.91 percent.

Although, Sydney Hargroder 
won the race for Iowa Colony 
city council’s Position 1 seat, she 
failed to secure a majority of the 
vote. 

Hargroder received 735 votes, 
or 29.77 percent, while her op-
ponent Douglas Marshall Chum-
ley received 628 votes, or 25.44 
percent of the ballot. 

David Edward Dean received 
365 votes, or 14.78 percent, and 
Michael “Buck” Holton claimed 
441 votes, or 17.86 percent of the 
ballots. Waylan Rhodes received 
300 votes, or 12.15 percent.

In the race for Iowa Colony's 
Position 2 seat incumbent Ar-
netta Murray secured a 48.19 
percent, or 1,228 vote, plurality 
to retain her seat. 

Murray held off challenges 
from Rebecca M. Hester and 
Gerane Padilla-Kerr. Hester re-
ceived 1,026 votes and Padilla-
Kerr received 294 votes. 

Alvin ISD has launched a so-
cial media campaign to celebrate 
the district's diversity. The cam-
paign kicked off on Nov. 3 with 

a series of Facebook and Twitter 
posts highlighting various facts 
about the district. 

The district highlighted the 

fact  that more than 70 languag-
es are spoken in students' homes 
and the most common languages 
in the district are Spanish, Ta-

galog, Vietnamese, Malayalam, 
Arabic, and Cambodian. The 
district plans to continue the 
posts through November.
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Three Alvin ISD elementary students pose for a photo celebrating the district's diversity.  The district launched a social media campaign 
to "create a culturally responsive learning environment where all students are seen, valued, and respected." (Photo Courtesy Alvin ISD)


