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By Kathleen Holton
Managing Editor

It’s strawberry time at Fro-
berg’s Farm and the horrible 
freeze this past winter didn’t 
stop the production of a crop of 
luscious fruit at all!

Families of all ages are already 
out in the warm weather picking 
bright red strawberries to enjoy, 
or freeze for ice cream when the 
hot summer months come.

Owner Alfred Froberg says 
the 150,000 plants are packed 
with fruit in every stage of de-
velopment, from flowers to big, 
bright red, ready to pick straw-
berries. 

Kathleen Holton says retire-
ment just didn't agree with her 
and has returned to her post as 
Managing Editor of the Alvin 
Sun and Alvin Advertiser.

"I am really looking forward to 
not only making sure the people 

Holton returns as Sun 
Managing Editor

Holton

of Alvin and the surrounding 
areas can read local news, col-
umns and advertising, but that I 
can bring in some new ideas to 
expand what we provide to our 
readership," she said.

With the internet available, 
we want to not only post our 
news and sports online, but we 
also want to reach people who 
want local news but have either 
moved away or don't get the 
printed papers, she added. 

The Alvin Sun and Alvin Ad-
vertiser covers news from city 
halls, Alvin ISD, Alvin Commu-
nity College, Brazoria County 
and community news from clubs 
and organizations throughout 
the area. 

Plans are being discussed to 
hold a citywide celebration this 
summer of the Alvin Sun, which 
opened its doors more than 130 
years ago.

Anyone with local news or 
ideas for stories about people or 
events is encouraged to email 
them to Holton at: editor@al-
vinsun.net

Strawberry season underway 
at Froberg's Farm in Alvin

Challengers enter races for councils, school board
When Northern Brazoria County voters go to 

the polls on May 1 they'll be met with some new 
names for city council and school board. Three of 
Alvin's eight seats will be on this year's ballot. 

Three incumbent seats will be filled by new 
council member due to three term limits.

Council Members Adam Arendell in District B, 
Keith Thompson in District C and At-Large mem-
ber Brad Richards will 
not seek re-election, 

Resident Chris 
Vaughn has filed to 
seek the District B 
seat.

Richard Garivey, 
Dick Tyson and Josh 
Kaseman are all vying 
for the District C seat.

Two candidates 
have decided to run 
for the At Large seat. One is military veteran 
Lawrence McGaffie the other is Realtor Keko 
Moore. 

In Manvel, Place 1 incumbent Larry Akery is 
facing off against Aju John and Place 2 represen-
tative, and Mayor Pro Tem, Lorraine Hehn is run-
ning against Krystle Faulk.

Iowa Colony's ballot is shaping up to be one 

of the longest in the county, voters will have the 
chance to choose between nine candidates for four 
city council positions. The only incumbent run-
ning unopposed is Position 5 representative Chad 
Wilsey. First-term incumbent Mayor Michael By-
rum-Bratsen is facing a challenge from Douglas 
Marshall Chumley. Position 3 incumbent Robin 
Bradbery will face Marquette Green-Young. 

Position 4, incum-
bent Kacy Smajstrla 
Tim Varlack, Michael 
“Buck” Holton and Wil 
Kennedy.

Alvin ISD's board of 
trustees is also holding 
an election on May 1. 
This year three posi-
tions will be on the bal-
lot. 

Position 1 incumbent 
Julie Pickern is being challenged by Albert “AJ” 
Johnson, III and Elanza Pitre-Wilson. Position 2 
incumbent Regan Metoyer Peterson decided not 
to run. Binu John, Judy Ann Peterson, Vernice Se-
riale Jr., Cory Scott and Regina Stredic have filed 
to be on the ballot.  In the race for Position 3, in-
cumbent Cheryl B. Harris is facing Ron Lockett, II 
and Shirley Dill Brothers.

Doing it themselves-Alfred Froberg shows Isaac Plotkin, 5, and Brooke Leva, 6, how to pick the right 
strawberries during a day at Froberg's Farm.

The recent freeze did dam-
age the fruit which was on the 
plants, but they immediately 
grew new strawberries when the 
freeze was over. In fact, Froberg 
says, “They came back with a 
vengeance. They are raised in 
such cold weather that the freeze 
didn’t kill the plants.”

He added that 21 days after 
the freeze, the plants were al-
ready flowering and fruit was 
growing and the plants were 
thriving.

The entire 10 acres are open 
to the public to “pick your 
own”, and Froberg’s Farm of-
fers plastic buckets to put them 
in. Any number of buckets, and 
strawberries can be picked and 

purchased at the family store, 
next to the operating farm. He 
buys the baby plants in Canada 
and he and his crew put them 
in the ground during the winter 
months. By February, they are 
up and flowering and growing 
quickly. By spring, the fields are 
open to the public and custom-
ers can begin picking fruit.

The Avrukin family now lives 
in Houston, but the three girls 
and their parents recently moved 
from New York. When they told 
friends there were moving to 
Texas, the Avrukin’s were told 
about a farm south of Houston 
were they could actually go into 

23 years of service

Fresh from the fields-Farmer Alfred Froberg holds a box of strawberries headed for the store on his 
farm. The majority of the fruit grown on his farm are picked by individuals for their own use. How-
ever, the store is stocked with the fruit in take home packages as well.

By Kathleen Holton
Managing Editor

Although she retired about 
a month ago, Tonya Doug-
las still talks about the Alvin 
Animal Adoption Center, a 
branch of the Alvin Police De-
partment,  like she still works 
there. 

After more than 30 years 
working for the city, it is easy 
to see her face light up when 
she talks about the animals she 
dealt with during her 20 plus 
years at the Center.

Corporal Douglas’ tenure 
with the city began when she 
worked as a medic in 1991. 
Even then, she says, educat-
ing citizens was an important 
part of the job. She credits her 
grandmother, who was a mid-
wife, for giving her the desire 
to care for others.  As a medic 
in Alvin, she also helped out 
at the Astrodome in Houston 
after being certified in CPR, 
First Aid and other lifesaving 
skills. She became an instruc-
tor for those wanting to learn 
CPR, and one session included 
462 people. During that time, 
she worked with well-know 
cardiologist Dr. Red Duke in 
Houston.

When she was offered a po-
sition at the animal center, she 
carried that desire to help with 
her.

Douglas not only had to 
deal with aggressive and ex-
otic animals, but hoarders and 
abusers.

Parents taught service

The daughter of an interest-
ing couple, Douglas was raised 
to respect and help when she 
was needed. Her mother, Mary 
Van Fossen, was a profession-
al softball player for the Okla-
homa Sooner Queens while 
she was still in high school. 
Playing first base and pitching, 
one year her team won the na-
tional championship.  Douglas 
laughs when she recalls when 
her mom asked her to work-
out with her, catching balls. “I 
would put towels in my glove; 
she threw hard!” she chuckled.

Her father also had a fasci-
nating life. Knighted by the 
Queen of England, Sir Alfred 
Van Fossen founded  a non-
profit organization that fo-
cused on search and recovery 
of treasures around the world. 

He was involved in locating 

See Froberg's, Page 10

See Douglas, Page 3

NOTICE:
Candidates running for office in local cities, 
school and ACC boards, as well as county offices 
are encouraged to send in announcements of their 
candidacies for  publication. A limit of 200 words 
will be strictly enforced, or announcements will 
be edited. A portrait type photo of the candidate 
can be submitted as well.  No announcements will 
be accepted after April 14, 2021. Please email to: 
editor@alvinsun.net

Retired after serving Alvin-Tonya Douglas recently retired af-
ter more than 30 years serving the city in the EMS and Animal 
Control Departments.


