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Farmer writes book about life experiences
By Kathleen Holton

Managing Editor

For years, Larry Phillips kept 
a daily diary, detailing his life as 
a father, husband and successful 
farmer and businessman.

He can’t say why he spent 
his days working from sunup to 
sundown making sure his ani-
mals were fed, his hay was baled 
and his children taken care of, 
and then taking the time to write 
in his diary. But, he did. 

When he finally retired, he 

took those diaries and put to-
gether a 371page book, complete 
with pictures of how he grew the 
home and farm, then added new 
businesses at his farm alongside 
his wife, Nancy, and their chil-
dren. Appropriately, he titled the 
book, “How Did We Do It?”

As their lives evolved, Larry 
says Nancy was right beside him. 
“I don’t care how nasty or stupid 
it was, she was always there,” he 
laughed. After 62 years of mar-
riage, they have been through 
it all, including Nancy facing a 

bout of cancer.
Larry not only took care of his 

family and farm, he also helped 
his community.

Born in Wharton, his family 
eventually moved to Alvin and 
his dad worked at Monsanto and 
farmed as well as raised cattle.

Larry followed in his dad’s 
footsteps, working at Monsanto 
for 19 years, raising cattle and 
baling hay. 

But, he did something that re-
ally helped provide for his fami-
ly-with the help of his family.

He bought sprigs of Bermu-
da grass, raised it then sold his 
sprigs to the public along with 
oak and pine trees. 

He also bred mares, rented 
out storage and hauled whatever 
customers needed with his dump 
trucks.

He was not the only one who 
knew his hay was exceptionally 
good. In 1997, he won the grand 
championship in “Round Bale” 
in the Leon County Hay Show.

When he worked the night 
shift at Monsanto, he left lists of 
work for his children. “We loved 
it,” said Peggy Carlin, Larry and 
Nancy’s second of four children. 
“We goofed off instead of doing 
what dad had told us to do,” she 
said.

When he was injured on the 
job, he left the plant, happy to go 
back to farming full-time.

The children helping around 
the farm, doing a lot of the man-
ual work that had to be done on 
the farm, such as milking cows.

Developing the ranchland into 
a homestead for the family took 
years, but everyone pitched in, 
and with the help of some neigh-
bor boys, the work got done and 
the farm thrived.

But, there were fun times as 
well. When their parents bought 
a trampoline, the children were 
thrilled. “We loved it more than 
anything. We would take a clock 
out and time each other,” she 
said. “After 15 minutes, it was 
time for another one of us to get 
a turn.” 

When Nancy and Larry had 

married in 1959, they bought 
a used mobile home and truck, 
and as their family grew, so did 
the farm. They worked to build a 
large home and hay barn, raised 
and sold cattle, planted, grew 
and sold trees and even dug a 
sand pit and sold sand to many 
people around the area.

“It took a lot of work, but it 
sure paid off,” said Phillips. 

In 1979, he put his daughter, 
Lisa, into business, but insisted 
she do the work to achieve her 
goal.

He told her to create a busi-
ness plan, and make a list of the 
supplies she would need to open 

Some great talent will be on stage during the January 14 Opry 
Show. Sonny Rice, John Steele and Terry Barnett will perform dur-
ing the show. All three are Western Swing Hall of Fame members. 

Larry and Nancy Phillips and their daughter, Peggy Carlin, were 
side by side through the good and tough times while they raised 
their family and ran their farm. Larry Phillips kept a diary of all 
the things the family went through for years and later put it into 
book form.

Alvin Opry starts 
year with favorites

The "Little Ponderosa" became a huge family farm when Larry 
Phillips developed his land. He built a big home for his family, a 
huge hay barn for the large number of bales he sold each year, and 
a pond for fishing and his children to enjoy.

Alvin Opry's first show of the 
new year will include some of 
the most popular talents the Opry 
has had on its stage.

Sonny Rice, John Steele and 
Terry Barnett, all Western Swing 
Hall of Fame members, will per-
form during the show.

Local talented songbird, Syl-
via Riggs, from Santa Fe will 
take the stage as well as Tristen 
Prescott, a young man who is 
very talented and will be loved 
by all will also perform. Tickets 
are now on sale for the  Friday, 
January 14 Opry.

Doors open at 6 p.m. and the 
show starts at 7 p.m.

Reserved seating is $20, 
through PayPal and General Ad-
mission is $20, cash only at the 
door. 281-331-2984.

Alvin Opry is located at 206 S. 
Durant (American Legion Hall).

Brazoria County Farm Bureau 
receives communication award

her own beauty shop. She did her 
part, naming it “Hair It Is”.

Her father bought and cleared 
the land, had the building built, 
and the family even did the land-
scaping. “It was Manvel’s first 
beauty shop,” said Larry. “Years 
later, she moved to La Marque 
and opened another shop and 
used the same name. 

In July of that year, the Alvin/
Manvel area experienced “The 
Big Flood”, where 42 inches 
of rain fell in 24 hours, setting 
a North America record. But, 
thanks to the pond he had built, 
his home was “high and dry”.

During the Texas Farm Bureau annual meeting, the The Brazoria-Galveston County Farm Bureau 
received a communication award for their efforts on Facebook.

The Brazoria-Galveston 
County Farm Bureau (CFB) was 
recognized by the Texas Farm 
Bureau (TFB) for its efforts to 
share more about local agricul-

ture on social media. 
During TFB’s recent 88th 

Annual Meeting, the county re-
ceived the Ada Lee Mutchler 
Communications Award, a state-
wide recognition for the best 
overall campaign by a county 
Farm Bureau for its communica-
tions efforts through Facebook. 

“Brazoria-Galveston County 
Farm Bureau has put much ef-
fort into spreading awareness 
and promoting agriculture in 
the community,” TFB Director 
of Communications Gary Joiner 
said. 

“The Facebook page is very 

active and routinely shares ac-
curate information to help ev-
eryone understand more about 
how our food and fiber is grown. 
We are proud to recognize its ef-
forts.”

Brazoria-Galveston CFB Ag 
Programs Coordinator Deana 
Fuchs is mainly responsible for 
the page’s activity and success. 
She noted the CFB staff and 
leaders have put in much time 
growing their reach and estab-
lishing themselves as a reputable 
resource for factual agricultural 
information. 

Prescott


