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Pagourtzis likely to be found mentally incompetent
Trial for shooting suspect 
to be delayed indefinitely

By Joshua Truksa
Staff Reporter

Dimitrios Pagourtzis, the 19-year-old 
former Santa Fe High School student 
indicted for committing a mass shooting 
at his school on May 18, 2018, that left 
two teachers and eight fellow students 
dead, has been found incompetent by 
all three psychological experts tasked 
with examining him. 

Experts for the state, court and 
defense agreed that Pagourtzis would 
be unable to stand trial in his current 
mental condition. The finding means 
that Pagourtzis’ case will not proceed to 
trial in February 2020 as previously 
planned as experts must wait between 
120-180 days before reevaluation. 

“If he’s restored to competency by 
then, he comes back and we kind of 
restart the clock, and if he’s not there 
are some other options that are 
available,” Pagourtzis’ attorney, Nick 
Poehl, said.

When Pagourtzis returns to 
competency, experts will begin 
evaluating him for sanity.

“By law, an expert — a psychologist, 
psychiatrist, what have you — cannot 
render an opinion on sanity while a 
person is incompetent,” Poehl said.

Poehl explained that sanity focuses 

on the defendant’s state of mind at the 
time of the offense, whereas 
incompetency is “just about your fitness 
to stand trial.”

No experts for the state or the court 
have evaluated Pagourtzis for sanity. 
The defense experts' findings are now 
moot due to Pagourtzis’ incompetency.

Pagourtzis will be transferred from 
the Galveston County Jail to a mental 
health facility for treatment as soon as 
possible. It is unknown which mental 
health facility in the state will have 
availability for Pagourtzis, but Poehl 
said the court now had the ability to 
allow for medication to be administered 
to Pagourtzis while waiting for transfer.

Pagourtzis also has federal charges 
against him for his crimes, meaning 
federal authorities must sign off on any 
transfer. This leaves open the possibility 
that he could be sent to an out-of-state 
juvenile facility if he is found 
incompetent in the federal court system, 
where he is still classified as a juvenile 
due to his age at the time of the shooting.

“We aren’t really, necessarily 
expecting a big roadblock from them 
but we don’t take anything for granted 
because the feds are totally 
unpredictable,” Poehl said. Dimitrios Pagourtzis, who is facing charges from allegedly killing 10 and injuring 13 at Santa Fe High School is likely 

to be found incompetent to stand trial after three psychologists said he was not competent.
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Voters ban income tax in Texas

Voters line up at the Alvin Public Library to vote for or against 10 proposed constitutional 
amendments. Nine of the 10 amendments, including a ban on income taxes in the state, were 
approved.                                                                                                       (Photo by Joshua Truksa)
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A personal income tax will 
likely never be seen in Texas 
after voters overwhelmingly 
voted to put a permanent ban in 
the Texas Constitution on 
Tuesday.

In the constitutional 
amendment election, 75 percent 
of voters chose to put the income 
tax ban in the constitution, 
making it highly unlikely it will 

ever be overturned.
To impose a state income tax 

in the future, two-thirds of the 
legislature would have to agree 
to put the question on the ballot 
and a majority of voters would 
then have to vote to raise their 
own taxes.

While the income tax ban was 
the biggest issue on the ballot, 
voters also decided on nine other 
constitutional amendments, with 
eight being approved.

The only amendment that was 

voted down was Proposition 1, 
which would have allowed 
municipal court judges to be 
elected in more than one 
municipality. In reality, this vote 
will have little impact in Texas 
as most municipal court judges 
are appointed and not elected, 
and current state law allows 
municipal court judges to be 
appointed in more than one 
municipality.

Proposition 2, which will 

Nine of 10 amendments approved

The proposed 2020-2021 school calendar released by Alvin ISD will be formalized in the coming 
weeks. The school district is asking parents for their opinion before making a final decision. 

By David Rupkalvis
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Alvin Independent School 
District is asking parents to look 
at and give feedback on a 
proposed school calendar for the 
2020-21 school year.

The calendar, which was 
released last week, is similar to 
the calendar for the current year.

Under the proposed calendar, 
school would begin Thursday, 
Aug. 20, and conclude May 28. 
Teachers would begin work 
Aug. 4 in preparation for the 
first day.

Students would get the full 
week of Thanksgiving off under 
the draft calendar and would be 
off from Dec. 21 through Jan. 1 
for the Christmas holiday break. 
Spring break would be scheduled 
March 8-12, giving students at 
least week-long breaks three 
times during the school year.

Students would also receive 
the traditional two-day break in 
conjunction with the county fair 
in October.

Other school holidays 
scheduled under the proposed 
calendar include days off for 
Labor Day in September, Martin 

Luther King Day in January, a 
four-day weekend in February 
in conjunction with Valentine’s 
Day and Good Friday in April.

To share opinions on the 
proposed calendar, visit alvinisd.
net and click on the “Let’s Talk” 
button. 

Once you reach that page, 
scroll down and look for the 
2020-2021 calendar feedback 
button. 

The district will be accepting 
comments through Nov. 15 
before the board of regents 
makes a final decision on the 
school calendar.

Alvin ISD asking for feedback 
on proposed 2020-21 calendar
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Walmart recently announced 
it was closing more than 150 
stores in the United States and 
29 in Texas.

While the list includes two 
stores in the Houston area, the 
Alvin Walmart appears to be 
safe.

Walmart announced it would 
be closing more than 260 stores 
worldwide, most due to low 
financial performance, with 154 
of those in the United States. 
According to a list released by 
the Wall Street Journal, among 
those being closed are a 
Neighborhood Market on 
Gessner Road and a Walmart 
Supercenter on FM 1960 in 

Houston.
But in Alvin, there will be 

changes as the Walmart 
Supercenter on the Highway 35 
Bypass will remain open for 
business.

Several posts on Facebook 
implied the Alvin Walmart was 
closing, but the store will remain 
open 24 hours a day to serve 
Alvin residents.

Alvin Walmart to remain open 
as retailer announces closures
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