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Birdwell Foundation helps during personal crisis
By Kathleen Holton

Managing Editor

With the celebration of a new 
year, there is a sad reality that 
faces some, including many 
military veterans and first re-
sponders.

But, thanks to the efforts of 
a man named Gene Birdwell, 
veterans across the nation now 
have a place where they can 
meet with military veterans and 
first responders who totally un-
derstand what they are dealing 
with on a daily basis.

The Birdwell Foundation has 

local members who work in 
groups or in one-on-one meet-
ings to help veterans, members 
of first responders and their 
families when they are in crisis, 
suffering from Post Traumatic 
Syndrome.

East Texas Veterans Facilita-
tor Thurman Puckett and the 
three members he works with 
are always looking for veteran 
volunteers or fire, EMS, police 
or any other front line personnel 
who are interested in working 
with those in crisis.

Puckett is from the Alvin area, 
and spent eight years in the Ma-

rines, leaving with the rank of 
Lance Corporal as an Infantry 
Team Leader. “I wanted the 
physical challenge,” he said. 
Fortunately, he says he has no 
traumas from his experience, 
but saw the need to help. “No 
one knew about this organiza-
tion then,” he said. “But, I lost 
four friends, three Marines and 
one Army, in four months to 
suicide, and all were already out 
of the service.”

After Puckett left the mili-
tary, he was a firefighter in Iowa 
Colony for six years. “I met the 
Texas director during the annual 
Christopher McCraken Memo-
rial Day Ruck,” he said.

 A “Ruck” is walking or run-
ning with all the person’s mili-
tary gear in a backpack.

Marine Lance Cpl. Chris-
topher McCrackin, an Alvin 
resident, was killed by an im-
provised explosive device Nov. 
14, 2005. McCrackin, 20, and 
a fellow Marine were killed in 
a blast as they walked along a 
road in New Ubaydi, Iraq. 

This year, in May, the Ruck 
will begin at Alvin High School 
where the members will hike 
from ACC to Gordon Street, 
stop at the VFW, then go on to 
Alvin City Hall.

They will then head back 
from Gordon, to Hwy. 6, head 
east to Confederate Cemetery 
and hold a flag ceremony at Mc-
Crackin’s grave.

The mission of the Birdwell 
Foundation is “To decrease and 
eliminate veteran and first res-
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Members of the East Texas Veterans branch of the Birdwell Foun-
dation set up their booth at various events to bring awareness to 
their organization that helps military veterans and first respond-
ers.

Gun raffles are a common fundraiser for members of the Birdwell Foundation, raising money to 
help veterans and first responders who suffer from PTSD.

AHS Theatre Arts and Choir to 
present 'The Little Mermaid'

The Alvin High School The-
atre Arts and Choir are proud 
to present The Little Mermaid;           
a fun-filled musical suitable for 
the whole family. Based on one 
of Hans Christian Andersen's 
most beloved stories and the 
classic animated film, Disney's 
The Little Mermaid is a haunt-
ingly beautiful love story for 
the ages. With music by eight-
time Academy Award winner, 
Alan Menken, lyrics by How-
ard Ashman and Glenn Slater 
and a compelling book by Doug 
Wright, this fishy fable will cap-
ture your heart with its irresist-
ible songs, including "Under the 
Sea," "Kiss the Girl" and "Part 
of Your World."

Performances run January 
21st at 7pm and January 22nd 
at 2pm and 7pm in the AHS 

Performing Arts Center on the 
AHS campus (off of Second 
St). Admission is $8 for adults 
and $5 for students and tickets 
are available to purchase online 
through https://www.myschool-
bucks.com/  Tickets will also 
be available at the door on the 
night of the show.

The full cast is as follows:
Ariel  (Devon Baxa)
Ariel Understudy/Mersister . 

(A.J. Carrasco)
Prince Eric (Noah Bryant)
Eric Understudy/Chorus 

(Zack Chase)
Grimsby (Alex Blanco)
Flounder (Ryan Donaho)
Scuttle  (Alex Blanco)
King Triton (Quentin Summa)
Pilot/Triton Understudy (An-

drew Martin)
Sebastian (Lyle Harriman)

Sebastian Understudy/Chorus 
(Federico Gonzalez)

Flotsam (Kaylee Reynolds)
Jetsam (Lindsey Haneline)
Ursula (Angel Purl)
Ursula Understudy/Mersister . 

(C.J. Parker) 
Chef Louis (Manny Hernan-

dez)
Windward (Seth Ornelas)
Leeward  (Alex Torres)
Dance Captain (Katelyn 

Reynolds)
Mersisters:  Karen Lancaster, 

Marissa Cole, Hannah Torres, 
Laurryn May,              C.J. Parker, 
A.J. Carrasco

Chorus:  Carson Morgan, 
Devin Gourley, Lucas Lulek, 
Noah White, Victoria Soto, Ka-
dence Behne, Mati Hernandez, 
Makayla Lamb, Abigail Lam-
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ACC Nursing Program to Host 
Accreditation Site Review 

The Alvin Community Col-
lege Associate Degree Nursing 
program will host an accredi-
tation site review with the Ac-
creditation Commission for 
Education in Nursing (ACEN).

 Members of the community 
are invited to meet with the site 
visit team and share their com-
ments about the program in per-
son at a meeting scheduled at 3 

p.m. on Wednesday, February 
16, 2022, in S103 of the Sci-
ence/Health Science building 
located at 3310 Mustang Road.

Written comments are also 
welcome and should be sub-
mitted directly to: Dr. Marsal 
Stoll, Chief Executive Officer 
Accreditation Commission for 
Education in Nursing, 3390 
Peachtree Road Northeast, 

Suite 1400, Atlanta, GA 30326.
The comments can also be 

e-mailed to mstoll@acenurs-
ing.org. All written comments 
should be received by the 
ACEN by February 1, 2022.

 For more information about 
the Nursing program, call 281-
756-5630 or visit www.alvin-
college.edu/ADN.

Voting deadline approaching 
for March election

Deadlines to Vote in the March Primary Elec-
tion are approaching. The League of Women Vot-
ers of Texas provides information on new voting 
processes.  

Jan. 1 was the first day Texans could apply to 
vote by mail in the 2022 elections.

Voters who are over 65 or disabled and wish to 
vote by mail must apply every year. 

Voters who will be absent from the county dur-
ing early voting and Election Day must apply for 
each election in which they want to vote by mail. 

The application deadline is Feb. 18 for the Tex-
as Primary Election. 

Voters must use the New Application for Ballot 
by Mail (ABBM) available at their County Elec-
tion Office or from the Texas Secretary of State’s 
website votetexas.gov.  

Alternatively, voters may print the Vote by Mail 
application in English or Spanish. Applications 
must be received (not postmarked) at your County 
Election Office by the application deadline, which 
is Feb. 18 for the Primary Election.

The last day to register to vote for the 2022 Tex-
as Primaries is January 31st! 

Voters may check if they registered to vote with 
their County Voter Registrar or at votetexas.gov  
“Am I Registered?”.

Who is eligible to vote by mail in Texas?
65 years or older; Sick or disabled; Out of the 

county during early voting and election day; In 
jail or Involuntary Civil Confinement but other-
wise eligible to vote.

Additionally, new this year is a provision for 

women expecting to give birth within three weeks 
before or after election day.

It is important for voters to read the application 
carefully and to provide their contact information 
on the application.

The following items are new this year:
Counties may contact voters if there is an issue 

with their application or ballot. 
NETe a new vote by mail tracking system, 

which will be made available by the Texas Sec-
retary of State.

There is a new voter registration application that 
eligible Texans may print, fill out and turn in to 
their County Voter Registrar to register to vote.

Voters who are already registered to vote in 
Texas may update their voter registration online 
if they moved within the state or changed their 
name.  The voter will need a Texas Drivers Li-
cense or Personal Identification Card, their Social 
Security Number and Voter Registration Card 
VUID (Voter Unique Identifier) number. 

Voters may find their VUID number on their 
voter registration card, by calling their County 
Voter Registrar or at votetexas.gov “Am I Reg-
istered?” by inputting in their name, county and 
date of birth.

Texans who apply for a Texas Drivers License 
may apply to register to vote at the same time. 
When Texans update their driver's license online, 
they may update their voter registration at the 
same time. 

Learn more and find voter education videos at 
lwvtexas.org.


